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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  jint  volume  of  these  Discourses 
having  met  with  a  very  favourable  recep-* 
tion.  the  Editor  has  been  induced  to  publish 
a  «c<«d.  As  Mr.  Lavlngton's  Sermons  were 
not  written  by  him  with  a  view  to  publica« 
tion,  it  was  considered  advisable  to   make 
some  retrenchments  and  verbal  alterations 
in  the  former  volume,  before  it  was  at  first 
conimitted  to   the  press.    Several  of  his 
friends,   however,  have  requested  that  the 
following  Sermons  should  be  printed  as  they 
were  copied  from  the  Author^s  own  ManiK- 
scripts.      Tht    Editor  has  readily  complied 
with  their  wisher :  and  he  mentions  it  to  the 
candid  Reader,  as  an  apology  for  any  inac- 
curacies which  he  might  discover.     But  as 
the   greatest  part    of  these  Sermons    had 
l>een  transcribed  by   Mr.  Lavington  him- 
self, for  the  use  of  his  friends,  it  is  presumed 
that  they  will  be,  in  general,   found  more 
correct  than  if  they  had  bqpn  immediately 
copied  froin  the  short-hand  original. 

VOL.  II.  ▲ 


11 


ADVERTISEHENT. 


Some  Readers  may  object  to  the  number 
of  Funeral  Sermons  which  appear  in  this 
volume.  But  as  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  Lake  family,  for  whom  six  of  them 
were  preached,  were  remarkable ;  and  as 
these  Discourses  are  connected  and  inter- 
woven  with  each  other  ;  it  was  determined 
to  publish  them  without  any  omission.  As 
to  others  whiph  are  of  a  funeral  description, 
t^e  subjects  are  so  important,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  treated  is  so  inter- 
esting, that  it  is  believed  they  will  be  gene- 
rally  very  acceptable. 
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SERMON  I. 

AT  THE  FUNERAL  OF  MR.  WUJtUM  LAKE; 

t 

WSO  DISD  IH  A  COI^StTMPTIOV  IK  APRIL  1772. 
AOm  TVrB1ITT--09E« 


1  Cor.  XV.  55. 
O  Death/  ,where  is  ihy  sting  f 

IJT'ICTORY!  Victory!  Shout,  my  fellow^hris- 
tians^  my  fellow-soldiers,  who  are  engaged  in  the 
same  warfare,  and  must  one  day  encounter  the  same 
enemy.  Shout,  ye  angels  of  light  and  love ;  you 
especially,  whose  office  it  is  to  attend  the  death-bed 
of  the  saints,  to  wipe  off  the  dewy  sweat  from  the 
faces  of  the  struggling  combatants,  and  convoy  their 
disencumbered  spirits  to  the  realms  of  bliss.  Let 
earth  and  heaven  ring  with  the  joyful  acclamation^ 
Victory !  victory  t  the  conqueror  is  conquered :  thi$ 
mighty  champion,  that  hath  so  long  defied  the 
armies  of  the  living  God,  and  through  fear  of  whom 
so  many  have  been  all  their  life- time  subject  to 
bondage,  is  vanquished — by  a  stripling  vanquished^ 
Ah,  Death,  where  is  all  thy  boasted  prowess  ?  All 
that  were  witnesses  of  the  combat  will  publish  thy 
defeat.  Thou  the  king  of  terrors  ! — a  vain  j^itle,  aa 
empty  boast.  If  we  had  never  seen  any  of  thine 
achievements  but  this,  we  should  laugh  at  tbf» 
shaking  of  thy  spear.      What  could  all  thy  terrors 
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avail  thee  here  ?  Say,  ye  that  constantly  attended, 
or  occasionally  visited,  this  young  hero ; — -for  so  1 
must  call  him.  Though  but  a  babe  in  Christ,  yet 
he  was  quite  a  veteran  in  experience  and  fortitude, 
and,  as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ,  endured  hard- 
Bess,  fought  the  good  %ht,  ^d  finished  his  course^ 
and  kept  the  fafth — I  say,  let  those  who  saw  him 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  (un- 
usually lengthened  as  it  was)  declare  whether  he 
discovered,  either  in  his  lookS' or  language,  the  least 
symptom  of  fear — Fear  !  far  enough  from  fear.  Go 
when  you  would,   you  always  found  him  calm  and 

"       '        % 

cheerful.  In  the '  earlier  part  of  his  confinement, 
when  he  had  been  for  sevefal  days,  as  we  thought 
growing  better,  but  some^  unfavourable  aymptom 
(Suddenly  appeared  and  dashed  all  our  hopes  of 
life,'  I  shall  never  forget  with  what  a  sniiling 
countenance  he  addressed  me  on  my  entering  his 
room. 

"  O  Sir,"  says  he,  "  the  wind  is  come  about  fair 
for  home  again.  I  was  afraid,  last  week,  that  I  was 
to  be  kept  longer  at  sea  ;  but  i)ow  I  believe  I  shall 
soon  be  at  my  desired  port.  I  have  in  the  course 
of  my  disorder,  made  many  tacLs  ;  but  I  hope  I 
have  got  some  ground  by  every  one  of  them. 
Christ  is  a  good  pilot,  and  I  leave  all  to  him.  I  am 
not  my  own y  hut  hii.  He  doth  with  me  just  what 
he.  pleases  ;  and  I  am  willing  he  should ;  if  he  were 
to  offer  to  let  me  choose  my  own  circumstances^  I 
would  instantly  refer  it  to  him  again  :  I  would  not 
choose  ^'ny  thing  for  myself.  I  confess  I  have  a  de- 
sire to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Christ,  which,  Iknow,, 
is  far  better  than  any  thing  1  do  now,  or  ever  did, 
enjoy  in  this  world  ;  but  t  would  not  he  too  earnest 
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even  for  that:  I  am  sure  when  he  bath  tqade  me* 
ready  for  heaven^  he  .will  come  and  f^tchi  me ;  pfi^ 
therefore,  why  should  I  be  impatient  or  i^nea^y  ?*7-Q 
the  wonderful  goodness  of*  God  to  such  a  'pootf 
worm  !  .  that  ever  he  should  think .  of  m^J  thai 
ever  he  should  provide  such  a  Saviour,  and  aucli 
a  heaven,  for  me  !  *^ahd  that  he  shoifld  take  suiahU3airo 
of  me  in  my  present  weak  state  !  I  have  nothing!  to 
complain  of.  I  have  a  thousand  mercie&i ;  indeed,  I 
have  nothing  but  mercies*  When  I  have  mostipain 
in  my  body,  I  have  most  comfort  in  my  soul.  If  I 
have  a  bad. day,  the  Lord  generally  gives  me  a  good 
day  for  it.  What  is  all  that  I  have  gone  through  tp 
what  Christ  suffered  ?  When  he,  in  the  extremity  of 
bis  pain,  cried,  ^'l  thirst,'  he  had  none  but  enemies 
about  him,  who  gave  him  vinegar  to  drink:  but 
when  /am  thirsty,  every  one  is  contriving  the  most 
salutary  and  pleasant  draughts  for  me. — Ob,  love  the 
Lord,  all  ye  his  saints !  I  love  him  much  ;  but  I 
long  to  love  him  more.'  I  think  I  could  this  mo* 
ment  go  through  thfe  flames  to  meet  him.  I  would 
not  change  conditiobs  with  the  greatest  monaroh  in 
the  world.  . 

^^  I  have  been  wondering  at  tUo  power  of  God» 
that  enables  sueh  iipoor  worm  to  bear  up  under 
pains  which  1  thooght  impossible  for  human  nature 
to  support  under :  and.yet  Lhave  been  supported.-^ 
No,  indeed ;  it  waa-'Db  vaiu'  boast  c^  the  apostle, 
'  lean  do  all  tbingft,  through   Christ,  strengthening 

me.' 1  want  /breath.; -and  yet,  in  one  sense 

I  don't  neither :  "I  shell  b^  best  of  all  when  my 
breath  is  entirely  stopped  ;~bujt  .if  I  had  breath; 
1  could  sing  now  as  cheerfully  ai&  ever  I  did  ia 
my  life. 
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^  O  whit  A  grMt  dhflfige  will  it  apfkear  to  me  by 
Md  by;  Ood  9hk\\  wijie  awajfi'  all  tears  iiom  my 
#yM#  No  paiDB^  no  ftiiatiogs,  ao  heavineas  theD«*~I 
1t<>^ld  not  be  iiApatieUt,  but  I  can't  help  saying  I 
l^0g  Amt  the  time.  Now  I  am  a  poor  creature 
graping  in  the  dark,  and  caa  hardly  isee  any  thing 
4tl  God :  but  by*  anji  by  I  shall  know  more,  Th^ 
ndbtttlade  begins  to  shake :  I  belieYe  it  will  tumble 
4odn.  1  can  look  through  the  crerices  now^  but  I 
^ailt  to  have  them  wide  enough  to  €r4ep  throi^b* 

*^It  It  just  nine  months  ago  that  I  was  first 
seized;  but  some  are  mu^h  longer  a  dying  than 
that.     Through  mercy,   I  am   content  to  wait  ever 
SO  taucb  longer,  for  I  know  it  is  all  right  that  God 
dotk.*^0  the  uncbangeableness  of  God  I    I  iiev^t 
lied  such  views  of  it  in  all  my  life  before.     He  be« 
frothed  me  unto  him  in  feithfulness ;  he  hath  ear* 
tied  me  on  so  far ;   and  he  will  not  leave  me  now^ 
He  eann^i  do  it:  he  is  ei^iged  by  covtoant^*^! 
have  had  great  afflictions.:    but  I  have  had  greats 
Supports.     The  peace  of  Ood  paaseth  all  undcr^ 
dtanMpg.— Oh  if  you  did  but  know  Christ  better  l 
^  UttfrvL  tried  friend ;    a  friend  that  sticketh  closer 
than  a  brother.    The  love  of  a  brother,  or  fiBtthar^  is 
nothing  to  the  love  of  Christ*  He  is  better  than  teti 
brothers,  or  ten  fiithers.-^Ltv€  Of  die^  i  can  do  no* 
thing  but  wonder  at  the  unchaageableness  of  God. 
He  loved  me  irst,  and  he  hath  caatiAaed  to  lore  me, 
notwithstanding  aU  my  wseakaois  aftd  wanderings. 
I  have  seen  maajF  cbanfes  in  liw  worlds  and  changes 
in  myself ;  but.  God-s  love  is  idwaya  th|i  aama^    I 
don't  doubt  but  theta  is  love  in  the  bottom  of  thia 
eup.      It  is  bitter  in  the  mouth ;   however,  fbr  all 
that  I  would  notfo  a  moment  before  God's  time  is 
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folly  come,  i  aib  sure,  ivhen  tfli  »  omt,^  1  shall 
adore  *the  wisdom  and  mercy  of  this  ^Kapeavatkm* 
The  Lord  is  even  now  amaeingly  kini:  he  loadt 
me  with  benefits ;  bOt  he  doth  dot  6V€fi9€ed^e :  ht 
remembers  my  frame ;  he  kiloweth  that  I  an  yeCi 
but  ^st,  and  t^erefere  doth  not  give  in  more  tha« 
I  am  able  to  beai^—tboogh,  by  the  way,  \m  waa 
more  than  once  so  overcome  with  the  discOTeriM  kt 
bad  of  God  and  hearen,  thort  whether  be  was  in  tfas 
body,  or  out  of  it,  neither  he  himself  nor  hii 
finends  about  him,  could  hardly  tell.  But  to  pro* 
eecu  z 

••  If,**  says  he,  **  ean  do  any  thing  to  glorify 
Christ,  who  hath  done  so  much  forme,  I  am  wiUii^ 
to  Ute ;  but  you  must  needs  think  I  had  rather  g^ 
to  hedV^n.  I  am  burthened,  like  a  full  cask  that 
waiits  vent.  I  must  tell  you  what  God  hath  doof 
for  my  soul ;  the  more  I  speak  for  Christ,  the 
stronger  I  am  even  in  my  body.  One  thing  I  must 
beg  of  every  one  of  you,  that  you  would  exalt  Christ 
forme.  I  don't  want  you  to  pray  for  my  life  ;  only 
praise  bim '  for  me.  I  know  the  Lord  hath  ilbm« 
great  end  to  answ^  in  keeping  me  here  so  long* 
My  sister's  death  was  a  tran^slntion ;  mine  is  dying 
by  inches ;  and  yet',  though  it  be  very  pakifwt,  i 
am  persnaded  Ih^  kmger  I  itsfy  here  the  better  it 
will  be  fof  in^.  Wbtff'  a  •charming  thing  it  will  be 
when  I  get  ^^o^h^eafren  f  ^Mb  I  shall  see  my  old 
Christian  friends,  w^matfy  Sainfs  whom  1  never 
saw :  but  it  is  a  glorified  Christ  that  will  be  the 
heaven  of  h^ven.*  ^*  see  him  iace  to  face,  and 
not  in  snch  a  datft  wiy  as  I  now  do^ 

'  ^**  A  liopc'io  iiiach-div!ii^ 
Viy  ttiali  wsU  sndmre.* 


6  On  tkt  Death  of  [Seam.  I. 

.  5^  What  a  mercy  is  it,  that  Satan  hath  not  been 
pariBitted  to  molest  me!  It  ia  the  compasaioo  of 
C/br£st  that  keeps  him  back.  Here  have  I  been  con*^ 
fined  so  many  months,  and  yet;  I  can  speak  it  to 
the  furaise  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  not  one  cloud 
hath  passed  over  my  soul.  Notwithstftnding  alloiy 
.weakness  and  pains,  which  afe  sometimes  very 
great,  I  have  not  one  murmuring  thought;  .1  don't 
tlesire  to  be  othervtrise  than  I  am.  I  thiurk,  .aome^ 
times,  if  I  could  but  walk  about  the  room,  it  inight 
be  some  refreshment:  but  it' is  the  Lgrd,  let  him 
do  with  me  what  seemeth  him  good  !  If  my  paina- 
wei^eso  much  more  violent  than  they  are,  I  have 'no 
rigJM:  to. complain  ;  for  didn't  I,  years  ago^  give  up 
myiwiholq  self,  body  as  well  as  soul,  to  the  Lord,  to 
do:with  me  as  he  pleased  ?  Indeed,  he  will  do  all  his 
l^asure,  whether  I  consent  or  no  ;  but  I  did  con* 
sent,  I  </o consent:  and  am  sure  I  have  no  reason 
to  repent  of  it,  for  all  his  paths  towards  me  have 
beeb  mercy  and  faithfulness.  You  can't  think  how 
much  we  dishonour  the  Lord  by  uBt>elief.  I  have 
had^trotig  consolation  to-night  from  that  word^ 
^  Because  he  could  &wear  by  tifi  greater^  he  sware  by 
himself:*  and  shall  I  not  believe  what  God  hath 
tworn  to?  I  must  believe.  It  is  an  easy  matter  for 
Christians  to  talk  of  the  faithfulness  of  God  when 
they. ^e  in  health,  and  all  thipgs  go  well;  but  I 
can  leave  mydying  teatia^^nyto/it.  He  hath  been  as 
gpodaf  his  word;.,  he  ^th   never  left  me  nor  for*- 

..Peipg  asked  what. he  thought  of  heaven  now,  in 
this  near  view  of  it,  he  said  :  ^^  Indeed  I  don't  know 
what  to  think  of  it.  The  place-r-the  work — the  en- 
joyments— every  thkig,  appears  lo  great,  that  I  am 
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lost ;  I  cannot  form  any  distinct  cohceptionB  about 
it ;  al^that  my  soul  is  engaged  in  is  Christ ;  what 
Christ  bath  redeemed  me  from,  and  what  he  hath 
redeemed  me  to.  There  I  can  enlarge  freely ;  alltUfe 
rest  I  must  leave  till  I  get  there."  '  • 

When  urged  to  take  in  a  drop  of  wine,'  (>r  some 
other  cordial,  he  generally  declined  rt.  ^^l  have 
given  up  my  body  as  well  as  tny  soiil  to  Christ, 
and  i  pnist  take  care  of  one  as  well  as  the  other.  To 
'be  sure  it  is  pleasant,  and  nature  seems  to  call  for 
•oBaethingof  this  kind;  but  I  niust'  deny  myself: 
tbedoctofs  telJ  me  itwillhurtme,  and  therefore  I 
scruple  to  touch  it." 

When  told  of  one  and  another  that  were  dead,  he 
satd  :  .*'  We  are  like  travellers  ;  one  gets  home  first, 
and  another  a  little  after.  It  would  not  be  so  well 
if  we  were  to  go  all  tegetiper  :  what  would  become 
of  the  church,  and  the  rising  generation  ?  I  am 
amazed  how  any  cata'  be  so  fond  of  the  world ;  I 
wish  all  .could  see  it  in  l\^e  same  light  thabi  do  now. 
Satan  hath  desired  Xf>  have  n^e,    tt^s^t.  he  may  sift 

me;   but  V  .  * 

iit I.  .  "  ^ 

**  'Should  aU  the  hosts  of  death. 
And  powers  of  hell,  unknown. 
Put  their  most  dreadful  forms 
Of  rage  and  mischief  on, 
'      '  I  shall  be  safe; 

'For  ChriM  displays 

iSuperior  pow'r 

And  guardian  grace,'  *' 

As  the  straitness  of  his  breast  increased,  it  grew- 
more  and  more  painful  for  him  to  speak;  so  that 
for  several  days  (I  believe  some  weeks)  he  could 
only  whisper.  "  Now/'  says  he,  **  wasn't  it  right, 
tkati  should istpeak. when  I  waa  able?    You  vrere 
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^frajd  I  aliould  hurt  myself  but  it  aevcr  htiitsd 
mje."  ^  ^ 

.  OaQ  time,  when  I  was  taking  my  last  leave  of 
bim  (aa  we  both  thought) »  be  said,^'  I  long  to  t^l 
you  the  goodness  of  the  Lord,«>-«but  I  hare  oo 
breath.;— when  we  meet  again^  I  ahall  have  longer 
breath,  and  a  better  tongue." 
.  At  .a9other  time,  when  he  lay  gitspiqg  fee  lif% 
and  seemed  to  be  in  his  laat  struggles^  he  e&erled 
I^iinself  jufiit  enough  to  bid  us  read  the  concltiaioii 
of  the  thi^d  book  of  Dr.  young's  Nigbt  Thoqghta,  aa 
beat  exprei^aiye  of  bis  situation  andMntioaeote  :t« 

<  And  feel  I,  Death !  no  joy  from  tboagtit.af  thoe? 
t       Death,  the  delivecer,  who  resoues  nan  ! 

Deaths  the  rewarder,  who  the  rescu'd  crowns ! 

%)eath,  that  absolves  my  birth> — a  curse  without  it ! 

'-         •         «         *         ♦         mm         m 

Thi*  king  «f  iJbnmn  is  the  {mt iaee  *of  {M^oe. 
.  VRien  shall  1  die  to  vaaitir,  pain»fd«ilth  i  i 

When  shall  I  die  ? — ^when.  shall  I  live  for  evear  V 

A  few  bonrs  before  be  died,  he  said :  **  My  life 
bafli  'beehTull  of  toil  and  pain,  but  I  am  going  to 
an  eternity  of  glory:  I  am  within  sight  of  glory. 
I  have  a  great  deal  to  tell  you,  if  I  could  but 
speak : 

**  *  0  glorious  hour !   O  blest  abode  ! 
I  shall  be  near,  and  likt,  my  Ood; 
And  flesh  and  sia  no  more  conlr<»iil 
The  sacred  pleesv^es  <if  the  souL*  ** 

A  little  after,  stretching  out  his  arms  as  if  he  saw 
the  angelic  convoy  that  was  come  for  him,  he  ctied 
out  with.  uncomn[K>n  eagemesa,  and  repeated  it 
dgain  and  again,  "  Tm  coming,  Vm  coming»^you 
go  too  fast  for  me ;  I  can't  keep  up  with  ye--*tay  a 
aftoaentMM.comhig,  eoming*^''   His  Upa  coatinAied 


arovii^,  hvA  iiet  Mas  to  be  uiiikMteod ;  he  lay  sq 
for  dotte  little  tine,  end  tivBo,  making  a  eigii  te 
kave  his  head  9itppc»rted,  he  look^  up-^-^sd  emiled 
-^asd  died.---*-Xe<  mudieAe  chart  ^tke  ftghteBm^ 
mmd  4ei  my  Imt  end  be Ukehie. 

You  einoot  aappcae  that  be  said  aH  this  at  ene 
time,  or  exactly  in  the  ovd«r  I  have  now  repeated 
it:  they  wofe  broken  aetiteiieeft ;  eottfe  of  which  I 
picked  Qp  myself^  (as  tbey  dropped  like  honey  from 
his  nouth ;  aad  the  rest  I  had  from  tftioee  who  were 
abottt  l^m«  flbwever^  this<.y(Mi  omy  be  assured  of, 
that  the  seBtivavtsv  and  (^as  nearly  as  could  .possibly 
be  mcollected),  ttaeTery  words^  are  aU  his  own. 

And  here  I  «n  temptiri  to  sit  down ;  for  what  can 
I  say  more  ?  This  is  a  dealer  and  fuller  illustration 
of  the  text  than  any  words  of  mine  can  be.  i  am  per- 
Miaded,  if  I  wev^  vOw  to  dismiss  the  assembly  yon 
woitU  all  go  away  with  your  hearts  and  mouths 
full  of  this  triumphant  exclamation  ;  *^0  Death! 
yphete  is  thy  sting  V^ 

If  yon  will  hmm  me  say  something,  1  win  ende»« 
vour  to  show  as  briefly  as  1  can, 
.    I.  }inw;dea(th  came  hy  a  sting. 

II.  How  he  ioat  it. 

We  me,  Firet,  to  inquire  bow  Death  came  by  a 

ttiog. 

What  Ibis  0tiog  is^  the  verse  following  our  text 
informs  us:  ^^  The  sting  of  death  is  sin."  AU  that 
ia  painful  and  grievo^is  in  it,  proceeds  from  this 
root  of  all  bitterness ;  nay,  the  very  being  of  d^tb, 
and  the  power  it  hath  or^r  mankind,  is  owing  to 
sin :  *^  Wherefore,  as  by  one  man  sin  entered  into 
the  world,  and  death  by  sin,  and  so  death  passed 
vponaUioeDt  idrthot  aU  hare  simied/*  (Rom.  v.  19.) 


•  • 
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Had  man  qontinujed, innocent,  he  had  been  imnior* 
tal :  the  J:ree  of  Ufe<  would  bave  preserved  hi«  body 
from  decay :  but  eating  the  forbidden  fruit  proved  a 
dead]y   poijion^  andbeiErame  the  source-  of  fevers, 
gout,  stone,  cholic,  dropsy,  .consumptions,  and  all 
Xk^  other  nutt(iLer<>.us«  almost  numberless,  diseases  by 
;Which  t|he  .hpoiaA.  frame  is  racked  and  ruined* 
(    Ihere  is  sometbifig  awful  in  deaths  even  to  those 
^wbo  ari^^best  ,pi!epared;  \as  in  tb^  case  before  us« 
To  be  anrestediB'tbe  miiidt  of.  hisidafeer,  dr  rather 
just  a^- he,  was  setting  outjin  life,'/^th  higii  spirits 
4md  hopeful   prospects,,  and   forming,  a  thousand 
pleasing  schemes;    to   be  suddenly. ^arrested   by  a 
jG^es^ePge^.  of.  death, .  and  fcMrced  to  retire  from  busi- 
;[^^;--r fq.go  through   along  coursei  of  self^enial 
^nd  nai^epus  medicipfe,  if  possible  to  kill  the  worm* 
^before  it  began  to  prey  u pon. the  vitals i;  but,  after 
many  efijbrts,  to  find  tbemaU  ineffectual  ;r-^to  be 
shut  up  a, prisoner  at  home,  the  < air  being  too  sharp, 
and  the  most  gentle  exercise  too  lak^rious,  for  him 
.tp  venture  abroad  dny  q^ore ; — to  havi  :the  range  of 
the  whole  house  for  a /little  while;  then  to  be  cob«- 
fined  to  a  single  rooip  ;    then  to  a  chair;   at  last  to 
take  refuge  in  the  bed,   being  too  .weak  to  walk   by 
hiniself,  and  his  fl^sh.  too.  tender,  tobear  tbe^assist* 
ance  of  others; — and,  after  languishing  out  many  a 
tedious  day,  and   wearisome*  night,  to -tdke  a  last 
look  at  weeping  relations;  aqd  weeping  friends,  and 
dislodge  once  for  all,  and  leave  the  body,  which   he 
hath  long  lived  in  and  lov^d,  and  yield  it  a  prey  to 
^worms  and  putrefaction ; — there  is  something  ex- 
tremely affecting  and  awfulin  this;  and  we  cannot 
wonder  to  bear  a  good  man  in  the  .near  views  of 
it^  pray,  as  David  doth ;  '^  P, spate  .lAe,  that  I  maj 
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lecover  atrefagtl^, '  before  !  I  go '  hence  and  be  ria 
more."  (Ps.  Xxxix.  IS*)  And  yet,  in  all  this,  if  this 
were  all;  there  is  tib  stingy.  What  can  be  more  de* 
sirable  to  a  poor,  tortured,  worn  out  body,  than  to 
be  laid  in  the  grave  to  rest  ?  With  what  pleasure 
may  we  suppose^  the  newly-escaped  spirit  hovering 
over  the  grave  during  the  interment  of  this  vile 
body,  in  which  it  h«d  suffered  such  excruciating 
pains !  how.  cheerfully  does  it  join  in  the  solemn 
difge,  ^^  Earth  to  earth,  ashes  to  ashes,  dust  to 
dust!''  I  say,  if  this  were  all,  death,  though  it  be 
awful^  yet  wonld  be  comparatively  harmless:  it 
kiUs  the  body,  and  after  that  there  is  no  more  that 
it.cw  do.  But  this  \^  not  all.  Sin  hath  quite  altered 
the  nature  of  d^ath.  Instead  of  being  the  end  of 
'all  tfoublfes^  it  is  to  thousands  the  beginning  of  sor* 
fows.  ,So  far  fcom  sinking  into  a  state  of  utter  in*- 
sensibility,  itJs  th^i^  that  a  sinner  begins  to  feel 
most  extjuisitely.  We  ha;Ve  not  only  the  death  of 
(t^e.bpdy^  •  but  the  destruction  of  the  soul  to  fean 
We  .need  not  mind  the  ghastly  visage  riding  on  the 
jiaie  horse^  if  it  were  not  that  hell  followed.  That 
IB  it  which  makes-  death  so  deadly :  tlmt,  is  the  stiqg 
of  dtotfa ;  and  a-sting  it  is  the. most  venomous  and 
(Bialigliatit  that  evi&r  can  ^be  fastened  in  the  soul  of 
iiiaB';i  it.is.sii),  the  worst  of  evils,  infinitely  hateful 
to  God^  .and.  hurtful  to  the  creature.  The  guilt, 
powers  and  pollution  of  si«,  all  combine  to  make 
death  dreadful ;  and  as  if  this  were  t)Ot  enough,  it 
feeeives  additional  strength  and  poignancy  from 
(be  curse  of  a  broken  law,  the  honour  of  which 
Divine  Justice  is  concerned  to  support.  ,  ^'  Cursed 
is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  that 
are  written  ia  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them/^ 
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(Oai.  iif.  10.)  A  killing  letter  this,  wliet^  rt  bangs 
OTier  tbe  head  of  an  awakened  sinner?  ^  Foir  I  waa 
adive  without  the  law  once ;  but  wb^  the  com- 
uaadment  came,  sin  revived,  and  I  >died.^    (Rom. 

VM.  9-) 

_  • 

The  sinner  maj  find  means  to  avoid  nefleciiott 
when  he  is  in  fnll  health  :  he  may -keep  himself  in  a 
constant  hurry  of  business:  or  We  imiy  drinli  s6 
often,  and  drink  so  deep,  of  |>kaBur€l*s  enchanting 
«up,  ati  to  be  in  a  state  of  ahttost  perpetual  intoxi^ 
aatiofi ;  afid  so  bar  out  ali  86ber  serioti^  thoughts 
fbra  while.  But  sickness  and  deatii  will  bring  him 
to  his  senses ;  and  then,  what  a  scene  of  tumult  Ian4 
distraction  ensues  t  Then  all  ttie  sins  of  his  past  life 
are  reckoned  up,  and  set  in  order  before  him.  Death 
aetfeeseach  one  as  it  comes  up,  and  wi^h  It  gives  a' 
mortal  stab  to  the  conscience  of  the  sinner,  which 
throws  him  into  agonies  whicK  he  never,  never  gets 
out  of.  Did  you  never  see  a  sinnefr  die?  I  mehn,  a 
stfiner  with  aH  bis  sins  and  his  senses  about  Mm.  If 
.  ymi  have,  I  need  not  describe  it.  But  perhaps  many 
c^  you  never  ^dnf ;  and  becailse  yoii  llave  seen  soflM, 
and  heard  of  more,  that*  you  knew  were  ^  en6ugii 
flrom  being  saints  in  their  lives,  w4io  yet  died  like 
fambs,  you  'may  think  that  a/Ado  so ;  and  that  aM 
that  is  safd  about  the  sting  of  death,  is  mere  invent 
(ion  and  fancy.  I  will  thereifore  ventwe  Ui  give 
you  an  instance  of  one:  it  may  serve  as  a  contrast 
to  that  mild  and  placid  scene  we  ba/ve  juet  now 
been  surveying.  A  vory  striking  description  of  auch 
a  scene  is  ready  drawn  to  my  hands,  and  to  prevfeht 
needless  repetition,  1  shall  give  it  you  in  the  worda 
of  the  justly  celebrated  dergyman  who  drew  it: 

*Tlie  sad  evening  before  the  death  of  that-  noMo 
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'  youth  ^Iffi^  JMt  hourt  9tigg^M  theae  thoi^btSf 
'  I  WW  with  hioQu  No  poe  was  tbei:e^  but  hie  phy« 
'  sician,  and  an  intiwate  whom  be  loved,  a^d  whoia 
'  he  hid  ruined.    At  my  coining  in,  be  said ; 

« «(  You  and  the  physician  are  coine  too  late.  I 
'have  neither  life  nor  hope.  You  both  aipi  at 
'  miracles.    You  would  raiae  the  dead.^ 

*  **  Heav€«*'  {\  said)  **  was  mercifur 
« <<  Or  I  could  not  have  beea  thug  guilty.     Wiiat 

'  hath  it  not  done,  to  Uesa  and-^ave  me  I   1  have 

*  been    too  strMig  for    Omnipotence ;    I  plucked 

*  down  ruia.'' 

'Isaid,  ''.The  Redeemer"^ 
' ''  Hold,  hold !  you  iround  me.  That  is  the  loqk 
'  on  which  I  spliL    I  denied  his  name/' 

*  Hefusing  to  hear  any  thing  from  me,  or  take 

*  any  thing  from  the  physician,  be  lay  silent,  as  far 
'  as  sudden  darts  of  pain  would  permit,  till  the 
'  clock struek:  then,  with  vehemence ;  '^O  time!, 
^time !  it  if^fit  thou  shouldst  thus  strike  thy  mur«» 
'  ^Ifftfff  to  the  heart !  How  art  thou  fled  for  ever  I  A 
'month !  O  for  a  single  week  !  I  ask  not  for  yeers^ 
^  though  an  age  were  too  little  for  the  much  I  have 
'to  do." 

'  Qo  my  saying  we  could  not  do  too  much ;  that 
'  heanftn  waa  a  blessed  place  : 

'  "  So  much  the  worse:  'tis  lost!  'tis  lost!  Hea- 
'  yen-  is  to  me  the  severest  part  of  hell/' 

*  Soonafter  1  proposed  prayer. 

^  "  Fray,  yo|u  that  can  ;  I  nev^  prayed,  I  cannot 
'pray/'-— ^**  My  much  injured  friend,  my  soul,  aa 
'my  body>  lies  in  ruins;  in  scattered  fragments  of 
'  broken  thought.  Remorse  for  the  past  throws  my 
'  thaugbi  on  the  foture ;    worse  dread  of  the  future^ 
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^  strikes  it  back  on  the  past.  I  tuiiH  and  turn,  and 
^  find  no  ray. — Didst  thou  feel  half  the  mountaia 
^  that  is  on  me,  thou  wouldst  struggle  with  the  mar- 
^  tyr  for  his  stake^  and  bless  heaven -for  the  flames. 
^  Thai  is  not  an   everlasting  flame;  that  is  not   un« 

*  quencbable  fire/'  .    »      . 

*  How,  were  we  struck  !  yet  soon  after  still  more. 
'  With  what  an  eye  of  distraction,  what  a  face  of 
'  despair,  he  cried  out,  '^  My  principles  have  poi- 
'  soned  my  friend  :  my  extravagance  has  •  beggared 
^  my  boy:  my  unkindness  has- murdered  my  wife; 
^  and  is  there  another  hell  ?  O  thou  blasphemed,  yet 
'  most  indulgent  Lord  God  !  Hell  itself  is  a  refuge, 
*.  if  it  hides  me  from  thy  frown/*  , 

^  Soon  afteir,-  his  understanding  failed;  -his  terrified 

*  imagination  ottered  horrors  not  to  be  repeated,  or 

*  ever  forgot ;    and  before  morning  he  expired/ 

But  this  is  too  gloomy  to  dwell  upon  ;  indeed  I 
hardly  know  how  I  came  to  touch  upon  it  at  all. 
What  bad  i  to  do  with  hell  and  horrors,,  when  the 
lovely  youth,  whMe  triumphs  we  are  celebrating, 
only  desired  me  to  proclaim  the  loveliness  and  love 
of  Christ ;  to  tell  you  how  exceeding  abundant  the 
grace  of  our  Lord  had  been  towards  him  ;  and  what 
obligations  he  was  under  to  the  dear  Redeemer, 
liying  and  dying? — This  will  be  best  done  Jby  pro- 
ceeding to  the  next  general^  which  was,  to  shew 

IT.   How  death  came  to  lose  its  sting. 

I  don't  know  whether  I  have  expressed  myself 
with  strict  propriety  here ;  perhaps  it  may  lead  you 
into  a  mistake.  You  may  think  from  this,  that  now 
Death  hath  nesting  :  that  now  any  man,  let  him  be 
ever  so  notorious  a  sinner,  may  boldly  challenge 
Death  to  do  his  worsts  and  have  nothing  to  fear  m 
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death,  or  (rfter  it.     But  this  is  contrary  to  expert-^ 

ence  and  fact.     The  instance  just'now  quoted  is  a 

striking  refutation  of  it;  and  if  sinners  did  not  die  in 

general  so  hardened  and  stupid,  we   should   have 

many  more  instances  to  prove  that  death  can  «ting^ 

and  terribly  too.     What  I  mean,  therefore,   under 

this  head,  is,  To  show  bow,  in  particular  cases^ 

death  hath  lost  its  power  to  hurt ;  or,  whence  it  is,: 

that  some  persons  are  enabled  to  look  death  in  the 

face  undaunted,  to  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 

shadow  of  death  without  the  least  fear,  to  shake 

hands  with  the  king  of  terrors,  and  thank  him  foe 

his  friendly  assistance  in  helping  therti.over  Jordan, 

and  landing  them  safe  on  the  shores  of  the  celestial 

Canaan.-«-Now  I  hardly  need  tell  you,  that  it  is  not^ 

owing  to  any^  superior  courage  and  fortitude  in  the 

persons  themselves ;  for  they  were,  many  of  them, 

persQns;of  uqpommon  natural  timidity,  starting  at 

the  shaking  of  a  leaf,  and  sill  their  life«time  ready  to 

die  at  the  very  thoughts  of  death  :  and  persons  too^ 

who,  though  they  had  been   renewed  in  the  spirit 

of  their  minds,  and  were,  in  the  main   holy  in.  all 

manner  of  conversation  ^pd  godliness,  yet  had  sina 

enough  to  furnish  death  wit;h  a  sting.     I  say,  it  is 

obvious  enough  that  it  cannot  be  owing  either  to 

the  innocence  or  heroism  of  the  persons  themselves.. 

The  apostle  t^cribes  it  to  its  true  and  proper  cause, 

when  he  says^  "  Thanks  be  to  God ^  who  giveth  us 

the  victory/'    No  power  short  of  Omnipotence  was 

equal  to  it ;  and  he  claims  it  to  himself.     ^^  I  will 

^nsom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave ;  I  will 

redeem  them  from  death  :    O  death  !    1  will  be  thy 

plagues;     O   gravel    I   will  be   thy  destruction.'* 

(Ho6.  xiii.  14.)     But  how  was  it  brought  about ;. 
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by  vhat  meanft  or  instrument  was  Ibis  glorioxra  vic- 
tory obtained  ?  Andof  tbis  too  the  Apostle  informs 
OS,  ID  the  latter  clause  of  the  same  verse ;  ^^  Thanks 
be  tc  God,  who  givetb  us  the  victory,  through  outr 
hard  Jems  Chriit"  He,  by  dying,  hath  delivered 
us  from  the  fear  of  death,  and  the  punishment  of  sin  : 
by  risiiTg  again  be  got  a  glorious  victory  for  himself, 
and  hath  ascertained  the  tike  to  us.  He  hath  made 
mn  end  of  sin,  by  satisfyin'g  for  it ;  and  delivered  us 
from  the  curse  of  the  law^  by  being  made  a  curse  for 
us.  So  that  every  part  of  our  concjuest  is  by  him  ; 
and  if  we  are  conquerors,  it  must  be  through  **  him 
that  loved  us/' 

The  devil,  by  prevailing  over  our  first  parents^ 
got  a  kind  of  power  over  them,  as  a  jailor  and  exe» 
cutioner,  to  terrify  them  here  and  torment  them 
hereafter.  Christ,  in  mere  compassion  to  the  help- 
less and  unhappy,  undertook  our  rescue.  He  came 
down  *^  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,'*  and 
turn  men  *^  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from '  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God/*  **  For  this  purpose  the 
Son  of  God  was  manifirated,  that  he  might  destroy 
the  works  of  the  devil/'  When  our  grand  adversary 
perceived  his  design,  no  doubt  but  he  exerted  all 
his  art  and  power  to  defeat  it:  and  when  he  had  got 
Judas  to  betray  Christ  to  the  chief  priests,  and  got 
the  chief  priests  to  accuse  him  to  Pilate,  and  got 
Pilate  to  condemn  him  aAd  deliver  him  to  the  sol- 
diers, and  got  the  soldiers  to  execute  the  tiloody 
sentence,  it  probably  caused  a  momentary  exulta- 
tion in  the  breast  of  that  infernal  fiend.  *  Now,* 
says  he,  •  the  world's  my  own.  Now  1  have  de- 
feated the  Son  of  God  in  his  attempts,  I  have  no 
one  else  to  fear.    Now  my  empire  is  established  for 
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e?en  I  shall  jneign  ivitboqt  axrival ;  and  Sin  ^.nd 
Death  shall  sit,  the  one  on  my  I'lgfit  hand^  apd  th^ 
other  on  'my  left,  in  my  kingdom/ — ^M*  he  crie^ 
Victory  too  soon :  for  early  oh  the  thircj  d|iy  th^ 
gres|t  Captain  of  our  salvation  ireviyei:),  b^rst  opei) 
the  gates  of  death  (^'  for  it  was  not  possible  tl|at  hQ 
should  be  holden  of  them'')  spoiled  principalities 
and  powers,  and  declared  to  ^11  the  world  that  h^ 
had  destroyed  death,  and  hip  that  had  the  ppwec 
of  death,  that  is,  the  devil.  At  ^hat  timp^  ^'  hf^ 
bore  the  sins  of  many ;"  ^*  the  Ljord  laid  on  hin^ 
the  iniquity  of  us  9II;''  aqd  t^erefpre  Death  pam^ 
armed  with  a  n^ost-dreadful  stipg^  which  hp  thrust 
with  a  n^alignant  fury  ^nto  the  heart  of  oyr  hlj^9se4 
represei^tative :  and  fearful  wor)citmade;  it  thrpw 
faim  into  such  an  agopy,  that  he  i^j^eat  as  it  wera 
great  drops  of  blood,  fie  w^s  ejxceeding  $prro.wfuI| 
and  spre  amazed^  and  prayed  wi|:h  extraordinary 
yehemence,  '^  Father,  if  ^t  be  po^sibl^,  |et  jtb^s  c^f^ 
pass  froni  nj/e/'  Howevef,  he  tpojf  the  jcjup  aiu} 
drank  it:  he  pe;rmit(ed  j^eath  to  /^xbau^l:  its  veno|)(( 
upon  him  ^  he)etbim  kjllhi^body,  and  lock  it  up 
in  his  gloomy  prison  :  and  then,  ;the  J/i^dge  being  ;^a7 
tisiied,  and  the  )aw  fully  .^n^w.ered,  there  cou)d  b^ 
no  furtherdemands  uponhiny:  accprdingly,  by  that 
same  power  by  whicji  he  laicj  dpwn  his  life,  h^ 
took  it  figain,  and,  ascej;j^ing  up  pn  high,  "  lej^ 
captivity  captive;"  and  every  believer  that  ^at,^ 
died  since,  ^ath  found  the  blessed  in^i^eqce  of  t^at 
decisive  victory.  As  lie  was  **  delivered  for  our  ofr 
fences,*'  sp  the  "rose  again  for  out  justiBcation'! 
( Rom.  iv.  2^.)  **  There  is,  therefore,  jaow  ?p  con- 
demnation to  them  that  are  in  Chrjst  Jesus,  w^o 
}iralk  pot  after  the  flesh,  but  .after  the  Spirit:  fi^r  tbf 

VOL.  H.  C 


*  *  • 

laWfOf  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  j0su»fh«i;^^tSK%(^£ 
u^  free  Irom  the  Uw  of .  sin  and  j^ie^th/'  (Rfl^ioi^lMfrd 
l>fO    When  Death  comefi  tO:#ucb,  b»  £jjsti[p(uts;iqqo 
an  air  of  stern  seventy ;  produdeth  a,  wwr^ntrfrqpsif 
the  law,  the  purport  of  which  is,.  *'  The  ;8aiulv^^ti 
sioneth,  it  shall  die  /'  and  then,  seiashig  ti^i^fa[f/.t^/ 
throat,  cries,  "  pay  m^  what  thou.ow^  J*T-^^f  4?nc^% 
(cries  the  believer,  not  at  all  <lisaiayed;),  /'^  t%  j^fVrh 
naces  are  ill  applied :    what  the  law  aaith^  M  if9fl)^l 
to  them  that  are  under  the  law,  hut  w<f  ,.9re^,p5:t|., 
under  the  law,   but  under  grace.    -And  who  |S|pa]I^; 
lay  anything   to   the    charge  of.  God's>  ^fit[?  ^t 
IS  God  that  justifieth,   who  is  he  that  s^a)^  ^9pp« 
demn?  It  is  Christ  that  died,  yea,   raither  ti[)at,;if{ 
risen  agaio^  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of.Gp^,^ 
who  also  maketh  intercession  for  us/' — Thisk/it  %9^^i 
made  the  deceased  say,  ^'  Dying  in  Christ  i^  pp^^ 
thing :"  an^at  another  time,/^  Next  to  Jesus  Q\ff4^%, 
Death  is  the  best  friend  a  Christian  hath,  hecau^e^^ 
it  puts  an  end  to  all  sin,  and  so  removes  the.  c^usei) 
of  all   misery  at  once.^    Who  can   help  admiring 
thfe  wia<^m  and  mercy  of  the  appointment,  tbataa, 
sin  brought  in  death,   death  should  carry  out  sin .; . 
tl^t  when  death  kills  the  body  of  a  saint,  it  sbo^]4 
k^  Itself  ?— This  then  it  is  that  enables  the  Cbri^T.. 
tiaato  triumph  ot;er  death,  to  smile  md^athT.^A* 
with  Jiis  lasft  quivering  breath  to  say,  ^^  Q.Peatt)  ^^ 
xvl^re  is  thy  sting  ?'^  , 

Jf  1  had  not  encroached  too  ipuch  01^  yQur.  Iim^^ 
already^  I  should  now  proceed  to  inake  fpme  if^^> 
provement  of  this  awf^l   subject,  and  prpvidepee^. 
Tfej^ra^all  so  closely  pursued  by  this  last  and  mo^t. 
formidable  eqemy,  and  no  possibility  of  es(?^pi^g^, 

that  it  i%  ao  acknowledged  part  of  wisdom  to  be  ia. 
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haMT'to'liiOniceive  'how  we  ^n  have  any  etijbytBi^Dt ' 
oTRfeJ  till  1*4  are  gotabdve  a  slavish  feAr  of  death/ 
miT'yVM^- tfa^n  induce  m&  a  few  mmiites  long^er? 
Ptiiky'wefver' »have"an  opportunity   of  addressing ' 
ybtt^aV^agaib\  ^  Some  of  you  will  possibly  send  for 
me/ I6r  kitend  you  in  your  last  moments;  and   I 
dcMH  1t\iow  how  ioon  that  liiessenger  may  come, 
I  WiMi  t!6  fibd'yoi](  then  composed' and  cheerful,   re- 
jdRifn^  fn  littpe  of  approaching  glory.     In  order  to 
i<,  let  me  1)esecch  you, 
4.  To  make  snre  of  the  death  of  sin* 
'For  ^bdt,  you  see,  is  the  cause  and  sting  of  death. 
It  iri  tiiaf  which  makes  dying  so  dreadftil.     Every 
sifiydu' commit  now^  will  be  a  thorn  in  your  pillow 
Mm.  '  yfe  may  say  of  sin  in  general,  what  Solomon 
fi^  6f  iftfewperance ;.  ^^  Look  not  upon  the  wine 
viYxin  it  is  red,  when  itgiveth  its  colour  in  the  eup,/ 
wheft  itmoveth  itself  aright:    at  the  last  it  Mteth 
Hire' a  serpent,  and  stingetb  like  an  adder/'     (Prov^ 
x'sdii/Sl,  3d.}      It  carties  a  fair  face,  and  a  smooth 
tengttej .  but  conceals  a  dagger  underneath.  Though 
the  piK  be  ever  so  much  sugared  and  gilded  over, 
it  is   rartk' poison  notwithstanding;     and  ho'Mferer 
sweet  ft  may  foe  in  the  mouth,  depend  upon  it  you 
will  otie  day  pronoonce  it  to  be  ten  thousand  times'" 
mclte  b'itt^  than  wormwood  or  gall.    ^  Take  heed, 
therefore,  brethren,  lest  there  be  in  any  of  you   an 
evil  lieart  of  tinbelief,  in  departing  from  the  living 
08d;  'but  exhort  one  another  daily,   while  it  is 
i:ali'ed 't6-day  ;  lest  any  of  you  be  hardened  through 
the  deceftfulnessofsin."^(Heb.  iii-  12,  13.)  "Mortify 
your  members  which  are  upon  the    earth;  fornica- 
tibn,  uneleanness,  inprditistte   aflfection,  evil  con« 
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cUpisdende,  tind  covetousness,  which  is  idolatry :  for 
which  thing's  sake  the  wrath  of  God  comMb  upon 
the  children  of  disbl^edicoce/*  fCol.  iii%  5,.  6.)  If 
you  will  not  be  the  death  of  sin,  sin  wUi  be  the 
^ath  of  yoUi  It  hath  slain  its  n^illions  already^ 
and  is«till  insatiable.  It  is  digging  a  grave  for  you 
Aow ;  and^  if  not  tiitiely  prevented «  will  plunge 
you  into  all  the  horrors  of  the  first,  the  second;  and 
etern&l  death.  Let  not  sin  reigii  in  your  itaortai 
bodieb^  Now  is  your  time  toget  it  down,  and  czst 
it  out.  If  you  leave  it  till  your  faculties  are  ener^ 
vated  by  sickness,  you  will  probably  die  itt'  your 
sitis ;  and  then — I  need  nbt  isay  what,  then^^you 
know  the  dreadful  consequence. 

S*  Make  sure  of  the  life  of  grace. 
.  It  is  not  enough  to  die  unto  sin,  but  yOu  must 
ftko  live  unto  righteousness.  We  are  atl  naturally 
i^ead  in  trespasses  andisins;  and  in  this  state  thou* 
sands  perish  eternally  ;  and  in  this  Mate  we* should 
all  perish  forever,  if  the  God  of  all  grace  had  not 
iliercifuUy  called  to  us,  ^'  Awake,  thoii  that  sleepest, 
find  arise  ftpm  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  thee 
life."'  And  when  this  call,  Hke  that  of  ^^  Lazarus^ 
fC9me  fwih^^  is  accompanied  with  a  divine  power 
and  energy,  the  dead  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of 
Man,  and  live.  And  this  new  life,  which  graoe* 
jMrifigs  into  the  soul^  shall  never,  never  be  eMini* 
guished.  So  says  the  Author  and  Finisher  of  oor 
faith :  ^M  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life  ;  he  th«Et 
believeth  in  me,  though  be  were  dead,  yet  ^ball^  he 
live;  and  whosoever  liveth,  and  believeth  in  me^ 
aha^l  never  diie.'*   (John  xi.  25.) 

Don't  be  easy  till  you  have  sorne  convincing  evi^ 
d»€e  that  you  are  bora  again ;    that  Christ  is 
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*  fiprin^d  in  jQpr  aoufs  ;  that  you  are  ingrafted  into 
tbfis  Jtru^  Vine;,  and  that  you  do  indeed  live,  Of 
^ther  t(iat,  Christ  liveth  in  you  ;  and  that-  the  Iffe 
,rt>at  you  live  in  the  flesh,  is  by  the  faith  of  the  Soa 
ofj  Qod*  .  The^^  yptu  ni^^d  Qot  be  s^fraid  to  die  at  any 
t^me,  or  10  any  manner.  Christ,  bv  overcoming 
,4eatb,  made  the  conquest  easy  to  all  his  faithful  fol- 
lowers. If  you  are  ^DJiiStied  iinder  his  banner,  and 
are  true  to  your  colours,  you  cannot  miscarry.  **  Be* 
cause  I  live/*  says  Christ,  *^  ye  shall  live  also/^ 

1}.  ,LoQk  forw^ard  to  a  life  of  glory. 

Such  a  life  we  are  encouraged  to  hope  for :'  when 
all  the  infirmities  and  imperfections  of  the  present 
state  shall  be  entirejy  and  for  ever  done  away ;  when 
we  shall  have  no  more  of  these  melancholy  calls 
to  weep  over  the  dyin^  or  the  dead  ;  for  God-  shall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  our  eyes ;  and  there  shall 
be-  DO  more  death,  neither  sorrow  nor  crying; 
neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain ;  for  the  former 
things  are  pasi^d  away.  '^  Behold,  I  shew  you  a 
mystery :  we  shall  not  all  sleep,  but  we  shall  all 
be  changed^  in  a  moment^  iji  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye^  at  the  last  trump:  (for  the  trumpet  shall 
sound;)  and  th^  dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible, 
and  we  shall'  be  changed.  For  this  corruptible 
must  jput  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  must 
,  put  on  immortality.  So  when  this  corruptible  i^hall 
Jiave  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  sfhaU 
have  put  on  immortaUtj,  then  shall  be  brought  tp 
pass  the  ,sayjn|;  that  js  written,  Dieafh  is  .swaUowe.d 
up  in  victory, 
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Luke  xir«40w  i.ti 

.  Bq  ye  therefore  ready  aho ;  for  the  Stm  ^  Mfp^ 
cemeih  at  an  hour  when  ye  think  not.    ^       | 

Ypu   will  better  comprehend   the  meaning  and 

]for<ce  of  the  exhortation,  if  I  read  you   the  Whole 

pas^a^e,  beginning   at  the  31st  verse,   where    our 

Xorddirects  the   thoughts  and  pursuits  of  his  disi- 

ciplef  towards   heaven ;    *'  But  rather  seek  ye  the 

kingdom  of  God;    and  all  these    things  shall  be 

^added  unto  you.      Fear   not,  little  flock ;   for  it  i^ 

jpujc  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  king- 

dom«      Sell  that  ye  have,   and  give  alms :    provide 

.yourselves  bags  which  wax  not  old,   a  treasure  in 

the  heavens,  which  faileth  not,   where  no  thief  ap- 

^.proacheth,    neither    moth    corrupteth:     for  where 

,your  treasure   is,   there   will   your  heart  be  also. 

Let  your  loins  be   girded  about,    and  your  lights 

.burning,  and  ye  yourselves  like  unto  men  that  wait 

./or  their  Lord,  when  he  will  return  from  the  wed- 

.ding ;  that  when  he  comethaod  knocketh,  they  maj^ 


^M^— ^^"^l^—— *"li— i«»i«»^»»^— I— ^— n^^^        M   ■    I— ^■♦i 


,    •  She  died  of  a  mortification  in  her  foot,  which  seiaed  lier,  witlw 
oat  any  previons.diiorder,  in  the  evei^ing,  and  crept  upward  W 
'  ra^illf  that  she  died  at  HOoii  the  next  day,  -    '  ''« 
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ppea  to  him  immediately.  Blessed  are  those  ser- 
vants whom  the  Lord,  when  he  cometh,  shall  find 
watching :  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  he  shall  gird 
^himself,  and  mak4  them^to'  sit  down  to  meat,  and 
will  come  forth  and  serve  them.  And  if  he  shall 
come  in  the  second  watch,  or 'come  m  the  third 
wat<:h,  .and  flfid  ^hem  so,  blessed  are  those  servants* 
And  this  know,  if  thej^pd  man  of  the  house  had 
known -what  hour  the  thief  would  come,  he  would 
have  watched,  and  npt  have -suffered  his  house  to 
be  broken  through.  Be  ye  therefore  ready  also: 
fbrtke  Son  of  man  cometh  at  an  hour  when  ye 
think  not/* 

In  this  connection  with  the  context^  the  words  are 

w'eigfaty:    but  perhaps   they  will  appear  still  more 

striking,  if  We  consider  them  in  connection  with 

;  the  providence.     Imagine  them  to  be  the  parting 

counsel  of  her  whose  death  we  mourii.    Imagine^ 

that,  having  leave  from  Him  who  hath  the  keys  of 

death  and  the  invisible  world,    to  spend  one  hour 

more  in  this  house,  where  she  had  spent  so  many 

pleasant  ones  in  her  life-time.      Suppose  that  she 

were  now  to  come  in»  and  addressing  herself  first 

to  her  afflicted   parents, — then  to  her  dear-loved 

brothers  and  sisters, — then  to  her  particular  friends 

and  acquaintance, — and  then  to  all  whom  affection 

or  curiosity  may  have  now  brought  together,  she 

'related  the  particulars  of  her  own  surprising  story  ; 

"  and  then  says,     ^*Be  ye  therefore  r^ady  also;  for 

the  Son  of  man  cometh  at  an  hour  when  ye  think 

"rhot.-  I  am  sure  he  did  so  to  me.     I  little  thought 

^  ttying  when  Death  first  put  his  clay*cold  hand 

'upon  my  foot.     I  was  sickly,  it  is  true;  but  I  was 

^^pung,  and  thought  I  might  rub  on  for  some  years 


at  leadh  Uttb^  God  of  my  Itib  bad  ihMgiit  oUmiu 
ivUre^     aly  heavenly  Fatfafer  saw  ^owiliiftt  I  was^/to* 
jstruggle  with  bodily  Infirtnities  tiodaitiritu^lwydk^^ 
ttess,  and  gracipUsly  beckoned  me  to  cetbe.  ^  If  t 
^h^fd  iK)t  beeh  ^eady,   I  h»i  beeo  miserable  MdeieH ; 
fer  ^hdt  could  I  have  done  then,  wbeh  Death  wa^* 
liiaking  such  a  rapid  progress  ifrom  tby  foot  to  thy 
neart  ?    What  would  those  Few  hours  of  confaafbn 
^nd  amazement  have  been,  ^o  repent  of  a  Ii&  fb\{ 
bf  i'ebelliort ;  to  get  the  h^att  of  stone  broken  ihA 
bkefi  a^'lay,  and  ai!ieVir  ^nd  softer  heart;  pUt  in  the 
room  of  it ;  to  get  my  ftlthy  scJul  washi^d  from  all  its 
fiitbiness,  and  made  meet  to  be  a  partaker  of  an  ita- 
heHtance  among  saints  in  light  ?>  If  i   had  ftad  ail 
this  to  do  thfn,  I  never  could  haVie  dome  itv     But^ 
blei^ed  be  God,  it  was  not  to  do  then:  it  was  ^ome 
yearft  ago  I  chose  the  Lord  for    my  portion,  atfd 
gftve  myself  up  to  him   in  a  perpetual  'covenant 
never  to  be  forgotten  ;  and.eVer  since  (though'  with 
ilfiany  atiid  great  im'perfectibns)  I  have  talked  be->' 
foYe  hitcijti  truth  and  sincerity.    I  knew  in  whom  I 
had  believed,   and  was  persuaded  that  he  was  able 
to  kieep  ^%nat  I  had  committed  to  hind  against  that 
day ;  and  tberef6re,  though  "wheA  hfe  Came  to  caH 
6ie  I  had  not  that  full  aissuiance  t)f  fkith  {  have 
he^*d  otbet  Christians  talk  of,  yet  t  had  a  gooi! 
fao^ie  through  grace,  that  God  would  be  ever  mrind- 
fill  of  hiS  covenant ;   and  with  that  Anchor  to  Iny 
sotil  I  was  tfeady  to  foltow  him  any  where ;  laud  frc- 
toaily  did  (as  you  sa'w  aud  b*ftr4)  Walk  Awtfgli  thfe 
valley  of  thfe  ^h&dow  of  deatJh  smiling  aftd  slnglnf  / 
-^1:'ker6foipe  be  ye  alisoteady  ;  tot  in  ijueh«^h  hoUV 
aVye  th'itil;:  ftot,   the  Scfn  df  man  fcrfmeth/*^  ' 

^  You^i^e  Ifc^ted-^i  1r^6fc«  iu  %  <&  a taVO<ii«bl<i 
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tMteb  Ywit  eoufrtMatitses  teem  to  sug^t  th«  foK 
iDmn^glsiKisi  bmds,  e&'Whali  yoo  want  to  be  imnw^ 
dhteiy  satisftsd'abmit :        .  . 

f  i  What  IB  tke  Son  of  mail  coming  for  ? 

ii*  What  mvst  W€  be  and  do  in  older  to  be  r^mdy 
ferAisooimng? 

Uli.  What'occaeion  is  there  to  be  in  sucii  a  hurry 
afaotttit?     ^ 

You  ask, 

li^  What  H  the  Son  of  man  coming  for  ? — ^What » 
it  to  If s  whether  he  comes  at  all  or  no  ?  Teii  ua 
how  are  we  like  to  he  affected  by  his  coming. 

I  ainawer*^ 

1.  He  is  coming  to  put  an  end  to  your  lives.    . 

Death  is  Only  his  mMsenger^  whom  he  sends  be- 
fore, to  kntek  at  the  door,  and  bid  the  soni  of  that 
man  or  tvoman  that  st>jouni6  there,  to  come  forth 
and  »0et  him.  We  natiirally  desire  life,  and  loire 
fMny  day6 :  and  if  it  were  left  to  us  to  fix  the  time 
of  OUT  departure,  we  aboukl  put  the  eiril  day  fair 
off.  Tlireescore  years  and  ten,  nor  fourscore  years, 
nos  oor  twice  fourscore,  would  satisfy  us;  nay,  we 
shmiid  probably  mutter  in  our  hearts,  *  Why  moat 
Vi^'die  at  all  ?  Why  mayn't  we  live  hepe  for  ever^ 
We  don't  wish  to  rcteove :  tliis  is  all  the  heaven  we 
etre  fer/  But  it  is  natMt  to  as ;  oor  tioies  are  in 
Godls  iMmd;  and  when  we  have  Uved  long  enough 
fblr  iu  purpose,  however  it  he  as  to  our  erwn,  ha 
sends,  and  orders  us  away.  And  when  he  cometh 
anit4roo0fcetb,  out  goes  ^be  lamp  of  life,  our  pur-- 
pMea  >aite  ^  brolcon  off,  aad  in  that  very  ^  day  our 
though taip«ri»h.  Perhaps  we  had  been  just  saying, 
^^  wiN'go  into  ^^  sucfa^  city,  and  can<>inQe  there 
^^  }Vam.<and    huyv  s^  sell,  and  get  9ain.$*'  4^ 
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'ffdnnMRxy  years  r  Mt^  dridi4c,*«i»lirfw  mtnyiS' mB^" . 
.Ompsiwe  had  iieen  ihraiuig  sfiHemos  ;^iipiiMN(#U^ 
lifyt'and  Wftre  jurt  thaa^begia1li||gfta>rf](a<«4iUle 
.  gckMl  in  thb  ivorld  {  or  (nsirbaps  ipej^tMQf  juft^lief  jn- 
'.  nifl^  to  think  of  oor  aoula.    We .  had  Ipima  rfrftfinfd 
hj  tbe  death  of  aomeiof  our  c#Bipaaioiid^  or.t)|)riMA^e 
tbreaUning  aynfrtoms   ifa  ouc  own  o0fi9ti(tutJM#;: 
4Nr  we  nay  have  been  afiected  by  aome  :9etmGUJ^t 
fw  bttv^.  lately 'heard  r  some  n^ay.or  rOther.twetffre 
<aribfflMd»  aad -rpot, it]K>a  thinStiag.^n  ^e  w^yi  fi^e 
are  ia,  .owd  wli^tber  it  leada.     We  Jbluah  tA,  ttlipk 
what  Wfetchea  we  have  been ;  bow  many  y^fffaqWe 
have  wasted  10  iranHy  ctttd  sin :  we  are.veiced  a44>)ir 
^blly,  startled  at  our  danger,  and  go  to  bed -wki^ 
oaiuii;  lesokitioD  that  we  will  set  about  lel^icp  in 
'ipaad  tBtmeat  ^^Jitarrev.      Alas  I    alaa !  .  this  *  Vifry 
tiiigiitv  periiaps,  the  Stm  ai  man  com^h,  ,aa4  iv^ 
Mfoiretb  our  souls  at  our  hands;  and   tbere'a.AO 
/fiUtting  bim  off  With  an  ^'  I  pray  tbee  bav^  me«  e|c* 
cused  ;'*  no  bidding  kim  ^^  Go  thy  way  for.  tbia  timie, 
.  and ^ when  ;L  have  attore  conTenient  season  I»will 
wend. for  liieeJ'    No :  if  am&n  would  give  bis  house 
iuliofgolfi.fora  day^  or  an  hour,  to  set  his.bouiM 
/^ofhts  heart  in  order,  it  would  not  be  aa€)?ptad. 
riWie  floniat -ieane  our  unfinisbed  plan^  w^d.j^fffkufs 
unfurnished  souls,  an4  submit  to  be^ibMH^'Hded^A^d 
#h«rt:.iip)otoae«  prisoners  in. the  gmye,  ^Wiber^<opUi* 
i^anceand  labour  oea^e  forever, .     #  .t  ^...r  i 

,^ftB..Ht  ia-coming  toisununon  you  tojudgm^rtf^^j 
i.wOitc<ai4tta(lion.in  thiaweyrki  ia  ooAyi  itbp|(of.a^- 
vVonta^oTratB wards,  eaubof^us  etttrnsted  iwitka.»iiMn* 
ber  of  talents — some. two,  some  five,  sQmet^n^i^ 
NAQi)diag:.la  «wr  aeveral  abiiitiea-^wl»i«h;«irei  *Sk  ha 


t^DtedvaiAtPf  tifHlte(wbk4v  He  mU  judge  thermiarMbln 

ri%bf^^^n«is,^bsrttlla»  8i«iii]whoniiiie  hadi  ofdoqiefl, 

"%lkfi%dflhe>4idtil'gi»ri&fr!aamtiii)MftooriV  mendq  diftt 

'  m^tialteita&HHt/bflB  from  lh&ldeadi'^  ^Wiienalhttngcin 

^(TlBim  ltMflliel^5lt  iflf^s  if  hesaid, '«  filMr  is  f«  dntil 

"^teflkr  ^liilPofttetf  ?  q  ^iGive  wi)  accoiui  t  of:  tby^sicttrflrvd-i^ 

4A^,i'4(to  tlfeil  iiiayCMfbe  ne  longer  atesrard/'    He 

••%lfellt»H&  if8tx>>iiis'barrand.tfaeii^  and  thrae^ 'begtus 

'^6'^o^t^hD|Hiit)als  difd  the  most  loaportovt^  trial, 

'**AaC  #a9  ^v^r  heaid  before  anj  coon  of r  judkBtaM. 

^9^H^  J)|| d^ 'being  seated  OD  the  tbrode,  tflwbookaiuro^ 

*tfp^^i  ywit  purrkuter  taleota  recited,  and'ymi  by 

Mtee^^  eattM  upon  to  ^re  o»)  acooimt^iof  tbeib. 

'^Stfpj^oti^ Hit someaoch  manner. as tiast^-i^^:^-  . 

t''  (f  gav^  tb^^aays  be,  the  talent  of  tiaarrwhat  haat 

^tk6irdbne'wkh  it?  Thou  canatnot  prateaad  t0>a8y 

"Iha^tbott  wast  hurrred  away  almost  as  soon,  aaithon 

^a^tboH),  for  I  lengtAiened  out- thy  life  to  imnanty, 

*  48rty ; '  af :ai ty ,  even  eighty  yeare*  ^  Tedi  mo  wxm,  Hmiv 

IHtel  thdu  employed  all  this  tioi^^  :  j    .   / 

'  ''I  gave  tbee  the  Bibie ;  a  (pncioiiai  tkibnll,  v^v^kiiib 

lb^ttfl»nds  of  thy'  feUow<*creatiires  neveks  heatdi  iff. 

''ThO^  badfctit  put  into  thy  hands,  andieirsiy  WMio<i- 

ktt^tfaetkt  tivoii  ^eoaMst  desire  to  enable^tbee  ^M  rand 

^tvi^detMand  it  2  tell  menoWy  WhatuAe  didst  Sfa^n 

"^^V^WAtte^^i^ti  Sabbalhi,  and  a  Q$q^elimifm§iff. 
Thou  hadst  ^*  line  tipoti  lines''  <Mid'  ^  prdeeptvu^dn 
pr^SlS^^^'  &cbree '  a>wwk  of  thy  life,  bat  skou  Insit 
1sl8edM:illM  txpM  to  k«ar^erds  wllereby«llmpnltgb^ 
ai%#4vM;'  T«U  tiie,^How'httitthmrviniprov«ididiy 
^bMMh'^i^l^^ea?' '•  ^      -       '.  -^  -  ?   1 

^  P|avd^ttk^cl»7rriWii«kawvl%oii'kQ<^ 


^m  J9k4ke<aMkvf  £Skimu9. 


Ififg  ^tllM^^tttb  ^*  the  bdiids  JoCa  mto-  eni'theiOOMls 
of  love;''  Bt  other  times  flashing  tarror  ipiaiftby 

tky  sins*     Tdl  me  now,  Wtiat  became  of  ttuMObCoa*- 

iby  house  Mid  bed^by  some  chiomcali^ibtefnp^^.jM 
many  wers  for  yeu#  together :  thoti>  bsdst  scarcA  a 
day's  iartsSTupdon  hy.  sdcJinesB :  tell  me^i  Hoi^ididat 
thmi  i«i|KiovB  this  giieatfblesaittg  of  hidalbb?,  i  . ,/  1,1^ 

And  ao-otty  ihroogh  all  the  numbtrleas  ^iDWci^.of 
-our  lives.  This  will  atrihemaay  of  iis  apeecl^f^AiU 
Biit  if  be>4»egiiis<  to/^  reproxre''  us,  and  ^'setJHur 
sins  ia  ordei^faa&pe  iU8;"*~ii  beisooies  to  .ofaajs^  as 
jioifte^  006*  ^viafh  draakeoaess,  soother  n^.ith  pvo- 
iMeaMs, ,  another  with  uocloanoeas,  another  udih 
l()f«iKgW)d.dislioneaty.;  and  {»rtic4il&r  iAsta^oes  are 
(^aaledy  with  all  their  <cifcuai8tafioe$  of  l^eiiKHis  ^-^ 
9Rayatitiii,<a9.thflitit  is  isipossible  todeoy  it';-^w|)eQ 
what  was  ^^  done  m  a borner  shall  be  thu^  proclaim^ 
*d  ^apen  the  houae  ivp ;''  wkat  we  would  not  now 
jCar  Aahe  wiarhl  thart  0<ir  paMits^  or  our  ttiQistar, 
4>r  the  ohwch,  m  the  towA,  should  know, .  shall  .be 
^ivkliahadibefore  aU  l^e  w#rld  ;^0  wM  «^^U  b^  the 
eoolMion  mad  consteraatioiii,  tb^  hocfor /Siod  ^i^^^sb 
of  tnaDy  at  that  day !  And  that  day  .^vi^U^f  ^ .  yprcJ^ 
joeaie}  and  lyowntaM  will  be  as  swely^rOsJi^^  as 
Idle  «nn  wsU  rise  lOraiocrow^  ^^  Wihen  ttftf  Scm  of 
mmQwheli  oome  io  Jria  fkiry,  and  aU.lbe  h^ijr  aijigeLs 
wtkinas,  then  shall  iba«t  upon  tbethx^aie  ofhm 
fkiV3P ;-  sdud^faefare  hisn  shall  .be  ^tbeM  all  j»ajl4P1i«; 
and  he  shall  sepamte  them  one  £Fom,  anothei^i  as  a 
«lM|ihitd]dMdetkiusjdbieop  ham  tthe  goats.; .  sin^  ^^ 


SbimjS.)  iVittv  jtfliiy  Zi«lb«.  4ji 

If  we  are  acquitted  upon  the  trial  just  mw  9^f9f 
iiormd';^*^  iVappewB  that^we  wafe-^'  created  apew 
fp  Ciiriat  Jeaas  onto  goodi  worka;'^  that  nrefvalke^ 
in '  *^  all  tbe  catDroaudiiients  aftd-  ordiaanaaa  /of  tMit 
iJord/^  If  ootabaolutely  aa4  penfeetlyi'SMaaielefa," 
yel  witboiiFt  amy  allowed  de&e4?os  dQv4afe)oar';-f^te 
appe*S'  that^  we^^^  \ored  tbelioid  cmrC^rod  rwUb  aU 
wn  bcart»  andaofttl,  aod  wiod^  and  strength;;"  a^ 
that '^*  tlie  gmce  of  God  had^uglil:''  ^aad  «BaMed 
^^  us  to  deny  uogodliaeea  and  worldly  da$t9^  <aad  4# 
ttte aob^ly,  rtghteooaly,  a«d  godlyin  tli^ yrmliik;*^ 
'^-Hhen  tbe  Judge  will  $iBtle  itpoo  tia,  4«id  aays 
*^  CoiDe«  ye  Ueased  of  Imy  Katkar  ;•  ioberit  tJus  iia^- 
dom  prepared  for  you  from  before  tbo  ^oooilalia^ 
of  the  #orkL''    Aod  irhaQ  tbe  fawtficaa  of?  tko  day 
18  over,  we  shall  ascend  witbtfaiafi  to  hia  Father,*  au^ 
our  FVither ;  to  bis  Qodaiid  euf  God  ;.iHid  ait  down 
witk  ^itt  OD  ilia  abrone,  aad  beboU  hia  glory,  and 
^partake  of  it*  too,  with  amlga  Bmd  everlaatiog  joy 
nafkm  our  heada.    Wq  ahall  ^btam' joy  aibd  gladiMpi, 
'  -mi  lK)Maw*'«ad  sighing  shall  lioe  away /for  eyter*    <  * 
'.      But^^-dMndlul  aiteMafivet^^ihbkiit,  if  tba  trial  go 
^  a^d^t' ua;  W  it  -iihaH^ aipjpaar )liMtt  mm  ^l\nd  audi  dk»d 
""^^^ti^aMes  to  God  in  ^aur  moMfe  fay  widralMWoaka ;? 
'  Ihttt  tlie  could  nefter  befravaiied'  iapon>  tiOtjaMt  aavay 
'"W  tJhtMgrea^ns  wbn^n  'w^  had!  tcaugseaflad^ 
>  ^VUl  weminded'^eaitUy  tbwga'^oaly);  abat  we«^i^ 
^  ^^  l&«\Mli  'Of  pkasune-  mom  tftaaa  loyeas  of  God  x 
'^  '^bd*  thit  Hfca  peiaiMGd  io  tiieilasa.  yl^mm  tAmiwm^^ 
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fiil'&eht^he^  IS  no  sooner  proooiitrfeedi  -  thatf  wei»«:p 
setii^d^  anfd  bt^uiid  'hand  find  foe>t,  ai^d^<nMriittb>f!to» 
b6tt0ttA«s  T^t,  •*  mhtrethe^otra  duhtK  iM^;  »h^«b^^ 
fire  is  not^quehcfied/'  andthe^mok'e  dPotit  idt^ett^a 
a^cendeth  up fbr  ever.  '^^    '' »     -^j  ^^^-^rf 

To  one  or  btfacfr  6f  thieM  'States,  the  ^Sbir:  df  aidti((t 
wlien  he  doineth;  Will  most  as8t!tred!ycoii€()|^#^^tAidt^i^ 
every  mdtvidual  of  this  assembly:  itrclkittidt^'4«ei 
dffferent  to  you  which.— ,-^*  Indifiereiit!  n&*,  w»b 
very  fteshrtrembicsfor  fear  of  God.  Teil'ns,  WtlMg 
must  we  do  to  be  saved  ?  how  sbaH  we  e8ca^>lilf«> 
damt)ation'ofhel!?  which  way  must  we  lleer^^fromJ 
tli^  wrath  to  cotine ?  Don't  leave  ns  in*  this'-^dfefa'^ 
tress— -go  on--'- we  are '  impatient  to  have  you*  ^6  op^' "i 
mid  ^hew  us;      .  -      ii>  - 

H.  What  Nve  must  be,  and  do,  in  order  to'  b^^ftdy^  ^ 
for  the  Sbn  of  Main's  coming/  r  r  t? 

11  Hepent,  ahd  be' converted.  •'     '  •  -' 

I  know  the  very  term  conversion  is  uirfilslii6iiibl«,  ^ 
obsolete,  and  almost  unintelligible  to  some.  It  wou>ld'^ 
be  received  in  many  assemblies  with  a  sneer,  andtliey^ 
would  Attgrify  tnterrupt  the  preacher  with  tth  *«  >At*  '^'^ 
wi '  untiotfverted  ifeo  9^  I  presn me  ni&t  '1^  §dy  ^  wiMT^i 
or^  con  verted,  and' who  are  not;  but,  ^txr^i^ih  tif^^ 
assembly  1  need  not  heintate  to  say,  thM,f'\^!ieepc  k'' 
miik'  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirif'^-^fhat'fevi^ 
**  exteefpt  yei  be '  converted,  and  beedme  \asi  IMImr 
children,  y^  cbndOt  enter  into  itik  krngdcM  of  Go^:*^' 
-^  say  ^,tiecittise  tby busitiess  »  tfi#lr  }A6fe^  imaM^  ' 
diately  with  you,  and  because  you  are.  all  *<  by  na-^ 
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itnu).liii|^  ^^^pe^  iot^.tbe  world,.  aod.d^atbJ^y;  fi^V^^^ 
«p49oH)|9ttlisp8flsed^uppiy  ail  mexi^  for  that  ^U  hwf^^ 
Mifkef^"    If  conaequeiAce  of  this,,  we  are  aU  tj;aaair:^ 
gfM^ciQ^  fiFoii)  thf^  woptby  goingtMtray  as  spoxx^Bwe  ' 
ife^omr^P^^tng  liea^t  fAa  w^grourup^  pur  wick* 
e4R?«  lb(ea>i^ea«  gieatar  aod  more  i^larin^  imjii  God  , 
MfSr^t  evi^  imagiDatipa  of  the  thougbt9  of  ..Our :, 
heart  is  only  evil  coDtinuaUy.»    And  yet,,  |:^oij|g||i 
tbifria  -tb^  v^fery  depraved  and  very  unhappy  case  isf 
alMiEiftQfcJ.ud»  vefy  few  are  sensible  of  it:  so  that  the 
refiffodfr  dpd  advice  addressed  to-  the  cbujoch  of  l^ap. 
disea  ace  a»  proji^r  now  as  when  th?y  were,  first 
gWelvf  '-Secaiase  thou  8ayest»>  I.am  ripb^  and  ior 
c«9ti0edwitb  goods,  and  have  need  of  qatbipg;.  and  . 
knowest  «ot  that  thou  art  wretched  ^amLufjserabJli^ 
aiid|K)or«  and  blind,  and  naked:  I  cqu«^  ^^^tO' 
biiytof  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou  mayest  be , 
rich ;  and  white  raiment  that  thou  mayestb^  clothed^, 
and  tbat  the  shame  of  tfay  nakedaes?.  dan^  ^PP^t; 
and  anoint  thine  eyes  witheye^ve,  tbeft  tj^ou^jpaiQi?^  . 
see.*'  (Rev.  iii.  17,  18.)    You  may  '^  go  i^bout^oe^ 
taUisb^your  Qwn  r^;hteousness,"  and.  by. ^n  fti;;trao|^ 
dftosfy.  s^al  in  external  duties   get.ari^ij^^liq^ 
aiMi^  faen^.  and  fancy  tbat  you  b^ve .  ^fy^^y^i^^t . 
wbtf  eof  ((0  boast  before  God ;  but  unless^ojn  baye '. 
tEMlgr9«e^enligbteaing  thf  mind  apd^enricbing^th^  ^ 
SQ^i  ftinlflsay^ubaivebe^n  con vinced  of  y^ux  ufitu* \^ 
ml  MWi*y,-g¥llt|  and  w|etabednf8s;  upl^^s  yq»  ^v?  J 
beeb  ff  iWasbeds  and  sam^ed,  wd  JMs^tiii^  jn  tbe.^ 
nalMfoi^rther  fcwd  Jei^is,  apd by  tb^ fSp^ntof  ^om;  " 
064^?!  «nl«^  ywit  bavebe^n  turned. from  "  4*rkr 
imvri^  MgbAi  vb4  Stim  the*  {K>wer.«f  $atan  uptjp 
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God ;''  iihlesd  jmi  kwpfmmA  ^  fmn  ^^k  «r  lifiN't 

iwtsed  upon  you^  you  aie  not  pe^Kly  for  the  is^ 
ef  »Bn  r  aod  it' he  should  come  aad  fiud  you  in.  that 
etedstion^  woe,  woe  unti^  you !  It  hod  boeo  better 
for  you  nevor  to  dfmvo  beeo  bprn  at  all,  tbiin  oot  bi| 
bora  again* 

Let  me  foeaeeeh  you^  therefore,  not  to  f^%  ^B 
tiainea,  and  forms,  and  an  external  re^igioa,' whiidb 
ir  mwe  bodily  excmtse,  and  profiteth  noting ;  bfff} 
Ory  earneatly  to  God  for  regenerating  grace:  beg 
bim  to  ^*  create  in  you  a  clean  heart/'  ;ai|d  to  ^'  re*- 
imw  a  right  spirit  within  you  ;'-  ^^  that  ya  |^utaff| 
oeDcerning  the  former  oonrei^atioo,  lh$  old  fq9% 
which  is  corvupt  oeeording  to  the  de^j^tfu)  l^atoi 
aad  be  renewed  in  the  opirit  of  your  m^pdi  9od 
that  ye  put  oo  the  neur  mani  which  (^fjter  God  is 
created  in  righteoiianess  and  true  hoUpo(3s>''  Pmy 
that  the  Load  would  make  you  ^^  wU|ii9g>  |n.  tb^ 
dftyof  hii  poerer/'  to  doiy  yourMly^»  ai^  talf:^  up 
your  croes,  B&d  follow  Christ;  willing  to  caet  off 
the  worlds  of  darkuees,  and  put  oq  the  ^^^^m*  ipf 
light;  wiUiag  to  receive  (the  Lord  Je#ifp  Cl^atwi 
your  Prince  aid  Sayiour ;  willing*  to  glory  in  hifH) 
aa  the  Lord  your  rigbteousneaa  a^id  stri^ogth ;  Oit^ 
to  vely  upon  him,  as  the  sole  foimdMli^H  vf  y<^ 
peac^  with  God  nofw»  and  your  hopes  of  a^ceptai^iicf 
with  God  hereaftor.<*-*-If  Chriafr  be  th(^  foryned  in 
youreoiAle;  if  he  dwell  io  your  h^f^rts  by  fai^  ;  if 
you  abide  in  Christ,  aod  his  wonds  .abide  /n  you ; 
then  you  ^re  prepared  for  .any  thing ;  ^  -  fcir  tjiere  if 
fio  oopdemnatioii  to  dbam  that  aie  in  Christ  Ja^w^ 
who  walk  not  after  t^e  flesh,  hut  ifter  ttie  $f  i^it^'' 
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$mk  Ab  «iw»«tjvtiei&  31011  mil,  yon  tieedhMt  dMbt 

9«tt  shftlkii^  ^fMsiot  with  the  Laid/' 

AuA  tint  inieoQiiglit  ia  it  not  ?    Wby  Med  laiiil* 

tiplyi  advittft^  ivllen.  this  ona,  ihitlifulljr  foHowad^ 

will  oaory  you  to  heaven  ?     What  can  yotr  deaiiB 

nore  ?«^-^^v  Yn :  we  do   desire    soviet bing    mora 

Ihaor  ttiiajs  are  woviid  he  glad  to  die  boi»urably» 

— ifuMy^  mm^ftMhiy ;  and  wish  yoq  wonld  tell  «a 

ho«^  wo  .iMy  attain  t9  that/«^F*«*«^I  go  on  thenl^ra^ 

a^add^ 
cf .  •  Keep  a  coaBdaoce  void  of  offisnee. 

.  Gaalt  uposr  the  conscience  is  a  heavy  burthen  at 

asy  time,  hut  it  is  i^  dreadful  we%ht  open  the* 

nuud^  and  a*  pricking  thorn  in  the  pillow  of  a  dying 

Chsiatkn ;  for  it  capnot  be  eoyceaied  that  the  beat 

sainta*  hanra  their  imperfections  and  aisoarrii^iw^ 

death  doth  not  Jind  them' perfectly  holy,  thoitgti  it 

Aanef.  them  so :  and  therefore  some  af  Iha  brightaat 

laoiiBaffsea  of  the  ehuroh,  aind  the  moat  strict  and 

f  JBC  aaaspoat  wall^oia  with  God,  have4e8iMd  to  dia 

r^yetttiag,    N^w  when  any  guilt   has  been  aaa»* 

tsactad,   by  acting  oontrary  to  kaawladge,   epi^ 

soianca»  and  piofaaaion ;  aad  it  hath  not  bean  9a' 

speedily  and  fully  rapanted  of  aa  it  should  he,  but 

the  breach  hath  been  left  unhealed  till  the  cry  ia- 

made,    ^'  Behold  the  *  Bridegroom  cometh ;  go  ye  ^ 

nttta»aaeat  him;''  tfaa  what  wiU  be  our  eoafttBion,. 

griaf^attd  terror  I  ^  What  ahall  I  do?  whanahali  I 

Inda  my  g^i^y  haad  ?  How  can  I  stand  bafeia  tbit 

hely,  holy,  holy  Laid  God  1    I  dad  notaxpact  hioH 

}  did  aot  desire  hiip  $0  aame  m>  aoon*    VooHfh^ « 

wichad  wreKeh  1  first  to  Aommit  the  sia^  aad  aftafr* 

wards  j(o  n^leet  it !  I  cannot,  dasc  not  dja»    Goa* 

VOL.  u.  D 
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-diops  Leidi  stay  thy  comiog  a  little  lODger*  WbaA  ! 
jiefuse  Bie  the  poor  boon  of  a  day^  an  hour  ?  -  Mwit 
^I  go  this  very  iastaiit,  with  all  this  guilt  about  loft? 
•Ha9t  thou  forgotten  to  be  .gracioti9^.  and  .is  thy 
mercy  clean  gone  for,  ever?  O'  meiscy,  nwrcy, 
,Hiar— — * 

A  vary  affecting  scene  this !  Though  we  Kviydie 
.safely — (foryou  will  remember,  I  am  noK  speaking 
to  converted  persons,  to  whom  God  hath  rgn^tedl 
xepentance  unto  life)— ^though  such  may  die  safjely, 
yet  to  have  our  sun  set  in  such  a  cloud  must  be  diek- 
mal  and  distressing*  I  pmy  God  none  of  you  may 
ever  feel  the  anguish  of  it  i  The  best  way  to  pmveat 
-  it  is,  as  I  said  before,  to  keep  a  oonacience  void,  of 
offence,  if  you  are  at  any  time  betrayed  into  sin; 
itfid  ^^  there  is  not  a  just  man  upon  earth,,  that  diMtk 
good,,  and  ainneth  not/'  But  if  you  have  at  .a!iy 
time  contracted  guilt,  do  not  be  easy  under  it :  fly 
immediately  to  ^^  the.  blood  of  sprinkling;"  CeJI 
down  befwe  the  mercy-seat^  and  do  not  r^e  again 
till  he  hath,  smiled,  and  said,  ^^  Thy  sins  are  foq^ven 
thee ;  go  in  peace/' — ^^  And  now,  little  childfen,'' 
«ays  the  Apostle,  ^^  abide  in  him ;  that  whenheshall 
appear  we  may  have  confidence,  and  not  be  ashamed 
.  before  him  at  his  eoming/*  (l  John  ii,  SB.) 

3.  Love  not  the  world,  nor  the  thinga  of  the 
world. 

I  mean,  so  as  to  be  unwilling  to  leave  it 
whenever  Christ  comes  and  calls  you  away«  This 
.  ia  sometimes  the  fault  of  truly  gracious  .per- 
.  sons,  w^MMe  treasure  is  in  heaven ;  yet  they  are 
•,tfhai9eable  with  an  over-eagerness  in  the  pursuit, 
>-«r  an.  ^^e|r«4bndness  in  the  enjoyment,  of  worldly 
'COufiNts,.  fancying  that  they  shall  never  get  rich 
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hitikHmil^l^Kef  uoderlftke  toomiieb ;  iayolfe  tbem- 
«dves  in  w  m&ny  different  branch^  of  business,  that 
tiMSy  we  kept  ia  a  perpetual  hurry.  This  thing  must 
be  <b>De»  that  thing  must  be  done  ;  and  they  want, 
if  it  were  possible,  to  do  a  thousand  things  at  once. 
Aod  this  extravagant  use  soon  begets  an  extra- 
*Mgittrt  fondness :  they  are  pleased  with  their  suc- 
cess :  and  look  forward  with  eager  expectation  to 
the  day  when  they  shall  have  got  enough,  and  sit 
down  quietly  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  labour.  If 
-in  the  midst  of  all  this  bustle  Christ  comes  and 
knocks,  you  see  confusion  and  disappointment  in 
their  countenances :  ^  What !  die,  and  leave  my 
aflhirs  so^  unsettled,  and  my  family  so  involved  f 
Die,  now  that  I  bad  just  got  over  all  difficulties, 
and  had  nothing  but  profit  ami  pleasure  before  me  ? 
JMe,  and  leave  my  dear,  dear  husband,  or  wife,  or 
diild,  just  as  I  was  beginning  to  take  pleasure  in 
iheir  company  ?'  Then  they  clasp  the  beloved  object 
wkh  double  ardpur  to  their  hearts,  and  at  last  are 
forced  away  with  a  visible  and  rery  disgraceful 
rskictnnce. 

Would  you  die  with  more  ciadit  and  comforts 
^^  let  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men :'' 
*'  rejoice  as  if  you  rejoiced  not^  weep  as  if  you  wept 
not,' buy  as  if  you  possessed  not ;  use  this  world  as 
not  abusing  it,  knowing  that  the  fashion  of  this 
'  world  passeth  away."  Be  thankful  and  cheerful  in 
the  enjoyment  of  what  you  have;  but  remember 
that  you  muit  leave  it  some  time,  and  mny  be  forced 
to  l^ve  it  «e<m  ;  and  then  the  parting  would  be  easy : 
then,  if  the  world  should  press  in  upon  you  in  your 
last  moments^  and,  clinging  abbut  you,  should  at- 
tempt to  draw  you  back  to  earth  i^n,  you 
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^ilh  a  noMe  superidrily  put  it  by,  imdwy:  **  Fare^ 
Well,  housed,  and  laikid,  and  trade!  iaMl«^)i,  «tt 
toy  dear  relations  and  friends !  very  plMsaot  hflv# 
ye  b6en  to  me ;  but  I  hare  dearer  ii^Mda^  abore^ 
flf<M]  I  l6i)g  to  be  among^  them.  I  bate  bad  a  tkou* 
sand  mercies  to  ^w^ten  life  to  me^  bet  I  baT€  a  de« 
Sire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Cbtist,  whteblalBn^ 
better/'  . 

If  you  would  quit  tbe  world  M  eafry  tkeHj  lieep^it 
at  a  distance  iiifw  .--^ 

4.  Die  daily. 

One  would  think,  to  look  at  knUny,  i9o  busy  am 
they,  so  mehry  and  to  secure ;  one  would  thiak  they 
expected  never  to  die  at  all ;  but  when  a  ferei^  or  a 
Biortification,  or  any  other  messenger  of  death  pre^ 
sents  Hl^elf,  they  are  all  amazeilient  and  distraction. 
**  Oh  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  uudl&rstood 
this,  that  they  would  consider  their  latter  end  j*^ 
Therefore  I  said,  and  say  it  again,  die  daily:  let 
deatb  be  tniich  in  your  thoughts,  and  be  evety  day 
*^'^  something  to  forward  your  preparation  for  it. 
Be  often  anticipating  the  solemn  period :  > think  how 
ydtt  would  wish  tb  die  ;  with  what  reflections,  with 
what  pros{Jects ;  and  cultiiTate  those  graces  flour, 
whifeh  you  would  wish  to  exercise  Mm.  Accustom 
.tdurselves  to  submission  and  reai^atioti  before- 
band;  a^d  by  repeated  acts  of  self^^denial  in  lesser 
Maimers,  get  ready  for  that  grand  trial,  when  you 
•hall  be  emphatically  cttlled  upon  t6  '*  leave  aH,  ^nd 
toltew  Christ.'* 

•  Thfe  stiiig  of  death  is  sin:  let  not  sin,  therefore, 
tfeigtt  4n  youV  mdrtal  bodies,  that  ye  shbuld  dbey 
it  in  tile  Itfsts  thereof.  Wdtch  against  it;  prliy 
•gainM  it<  flght  against  it.     Norw  i^  the  time  t^ 


g»t;  »nd  h0e|p>.  it  Minder*  1%  miW  be  hard  work, 
ittd  probaWy  <ac^  ivoirk  too,  if  you  are  call^A  t^ 
escounter  iritb  deatb  9ful  sin  ^t  (he  sc^qae  time :  bivt 
if  yeu  KiMtify  yiwr  inewberB  wbich  tpre  upon  tbe 
entt^aod  crucify* t he ^sb,  with  jiff  ^flTectigi^a  9i^ 
loMft,  and  are  a0v  dMd  ipd^  imto  ain,  ypjiji  nee4 
oot'beaAaid  of  d^ath :  t^|;  king  of  terrors  will  \^ 
ao  easy  couquest,  and  you  ivill  soon  fbout  ^^  Vic- 
toqr^  tboougb  Jesua  Cbri$l^  oi>r  Lord/' 

Particulars  might  be  easily  mujtiplif^  bi^t  I  hav^ 
exceeded  already,  and  have  hardly  lef|(  ropo)  to  t^ke 
proper  notice  of  your  other  qqes^ion  :  vk;, 

IlL  What  need  is  there  to  be  in  9Uch  ^  bwriy 
about  it  ? 

^  We  are  young/  you  say ;  *  at  leaat  we  are  in  ful/ 
faeabtb :  wby  may  we  npt  enjoy  liftp  ^oine  years  long* 
er,  zad  make  Deady  for  death  at  ojir  J^i^qr^  ^  •  Jl'U 
tell  yoii  wby ; 

1.  Aeoauae  ye  know  nei^er  jtjie  d^y  nt^r  tt}j?  boty 
wheotin  the  Son  of  man  coowtb. 

If  you  could  be  certain  that  he  w<^)d  not  copnf 
till  ywi  seol;  for.  him ;  at  if  it  were  ^  thj^ig  hardly 
ever  heard  of,  that  a  person  died  yoiing»  .or  die^l 
suddenly)  tbep  there  were  aQme|:h]^gm9ree9:Aqsa- 
ble  in  your  .4}ueMion»  »ut  %\^  ipslppQp  bpf^rp  )i3  jf 
a,  fresh  and  striking  ponfutatiop  of  mch  ^ftp  i^e 
dream;  h«e  is  a  young  person  in  t\tfi  v.ery  priffif 
of  life,  eiit  down ;  and  cn|  down^  t«9,  jw about  th^ 
parade  of  a  long  confinen^e^t ;— la  fpW  bo^rs,  an^ 
the  solemn  scein/e  was  closed.  And;  y/kf^  fimj^r^cp 
have  any>  tbe  youngest  apd  healtjl^iest  of  ye  all, 
jthat  what  bap4ien«^  to  her  «vay  #pt  happen  to 
yott  ?  Is  it  pQ0»ible  tM  yoii  ca^.  presume  fro  ff)n,qb 
jrbeie  you  bivie  ^o  jlitt ie  reason  ?    Wl^t !  tak^e  it  fty 
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granted  thatyousfaalHiretobeoM!  Ah,  man!  ^*bowt 
not  thyself  of  to-morrow,  for  thou  knowefltno^'whcl 
a  day  may  hring  forth/'— If  I  could  hut  fead  %» 
you  your  names  in  tlie  order  in  which  they  eitandiMi 
Death's  list,  and  tell  you  with  certainty,  svch^av* 
one  shall  live  ten  years ;  such-^n-on^  ftball  tive  isn 
months;  and  such-an-one,  and  sach-an-ofie,  klMili 
live  but  so  many  days  longer ;  how  would  you  be 
alarmed !  .  Business  and  diversions — ^yes,  evea  ^daar 
diversions-^would  be  thrown  by,  and  you  would  -set 
yourselves  **  ^o  work  out  your  salvation  with  fear 
anil  trembling/'  If  sinners  enticed,  you  would  rea* 
dily  and  resolutely  refuse :  ^*  What !  waste  another 
day,  or  night,  in  rioting  and  drunkenness,  when  I 
have  but  so  many  days  to  live  ;  and  when  I  have  so 
much todoin that  little  int^hof  time?''-— Soyou  would 
think,  and  so  you  would  act,  upon  the  assurance 
that  you  should  not  live  above  so  many  weeks,  or 
months  ;  and,  yet,  the  possibility  that  you  may .  die 
this  night  is  received  with  all  the  unconcern  imagi* 
liable.     Why,  then,  I  will  only  add, 

2.  If  the  Son  of  man  cometh  before  you  are  ready, 
your  souls^are  lost  for  ever. 

And  can  you  be  unconcerned  at  that  too  ?  You 
remember  the  fate  of  those  foolish  virgins,  whawept 
forth  to  meet  the  Bridegroom,  but  took  jdo  oil  in 
their  vessels  with  their  lamps :  While  they  went  to 
buy,  the  Bridegroom  came;  and  they  that  were 
ready,  went  in  with  him  to  the  marriage,  and  th^ 
door  was  shut:  afterwards  the  others  came,  and 
knocked,  and  cried,  *♦  Lord,  Lord,  open  to  us  ;** 
but  it  availed  nothing  :  he  answered  and  said, «'  I 
know  you  not ;  depart  from  me,  all  ye  workers  of 
iniquity/'     fiyen  so  it  will  fere  with  you,  if  yoq 
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sMoter  andriet  away  the  precious  houra  of  lifi^ 
ad  do  «at  begia  to  prepare  for  death  till  joit  %c^ 
tmliy  feel  yourselves  dying:  there  remaioeth  no^^ 
thiag^ta  you  but  '^  a  certain  fearful  lQokiQg«ifi>r  of 
wmtb  and  fiery  indignation/^ 

Let  m  •  bear  the  cmcluaion .  of  the  whole  matter  ; 
^  Wbataeever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all 
thy  might;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor 
knowledge,  nor  wisdom,  m  the  grave,  whither  thou 
goat/' 
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Into  thy  hand  I  commit  my  sjnril :  thQ»  ha^t  redeem^ 

me,  O  Lord  God  ofbnUh, 

What!  another  spirit  disembodied,  and  added 
to  "  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect  ?'*  Another 
member  of  this  little  society  left  us,  and  gone  up  to 
^*  join  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first- 
born ?'*  Well,  "  blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the 
Lord ;  even  so,  saith  the  Spirit,  for  they  rest  from 
their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  them/'  It 
is  a  pnvilege  to  ib«  caned)  ntiierttian  an  affliction 
to  be  mourned  over : 

**  Oh,  could  fpa  see  ibe  Mintsabove^ 

In  their  own  glorious  fonn^, 
You^d  wonder  how  your  souU  could  lo?e 

To  dwell  with  mortal  worms.** 

What  a  great  and  happy  altcratioa  ia  their  per^ 
«ons  and  circumstances  have  these  few  days  made  i 
No  cough,  no  cholic,  no  aathma^  no  deafness,  no 
foiigetfulness,  to  complain  of  now-«-ftll  life  and 
youthful  vigour*  See  where  they  stand  before  the 
throne  of  God,  crying  witji  a  loud  voice,  *^  Unto 
Him  that  loved  us»  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in 
bis  own  blood)  and  hath  made  us  kiogs  and  priests 
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oato  God,  and  his  FaAber;  tb  him  be  glory  Md 
dooiiiioii  for  ever  and  erm  r*  Amen.V 

WlHit^aeaoietfc  thea,  this  voice  of  laraentatioB 
and  bittter  moarnioi;  ?  ^"^  Oh  1  I've  loaf  a  dear  pg- 
renC  cries  one ;  aix)^  *^  Oh !  Vve  lost  a  dear 
ftiettd/'  cri^  another.  Lost  I  how  can  abe  be  lost, 
who  ia  ao  tnuch  aafer,  and  happier,  than  any  of  iisi> 
How  can  she  be  lost,  wbisa  yoa  ail  know  where  to 
fed  her?  Her  loi^.~you  koow  bow  tkai  waa  dia- 
poaed  of :  theie  were  witneases '  enough  Co  tbeao- 
kmn  senrice,  when  the  corpse  was  let  gently  down 
into  the  grave  with  a  ^^  We  theaefore  oommit  bar 
body  to  tbe  g9oa«d :  earth  to  earth,  aabas  to  aafaas^ 
dust  to  dust/'  There  it  was  left;  tbeae  it  is  naas^- 
and  there  it  will  remain^  safely  locked  opt,  aad  caiOp 
fully  waliche^y  till  that  glorious  noraiag  wfaeo  the 
earth  shall  be  called  upon  to  give  up  its  dead.  And 
as  for  her  muIj  abe  tells  w^  in  tbe  text  ho^  abe  bad 
disponed  of  that :  *^  lato  thine  banda  i  eounnit  my 
spirit:  tbon  bast  fedeeomd  me,  O  Lord  God  of 
truth/' 

These  woidawMeapokeo  orifinaUy  kjf  Diurid^ 
nfstb  aespne*  Oa  Us  natural  fife,  wdMch  waa  then 
tbiestoaied,  and  songfat  afiber;  <aa  appeaps  by  bio 
in^ar  in  the  pveeeding  verae:  ^*  PnBme  eait  of  the 
net  wfaieh  tbqr  baw«  kikl  priviiy  iir  ne  ;  for  thoa 
wttWKy  «trengdi.^  He  kneiw  be  had  to  do  with 
enemiea  idMit  would  taloe  cheery  advantage  against 
hmi,^  iind  wvjold  atiok  at  nothing  to  cut  bini  off;  be 
waa  inisnned  tiiat  there  waa  a  aoare  laid  to  entrap 
biia,  thoogib'he 'knew  not tparticulariy  wha^  it  was; 
bot,  boraeVer,'ii|  the  midat  of  ati,  Darid encouraged 
bimaalf  in  the   Load  bis  God :    *"'  Thou  art  my 
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•tieagtW  As  ifberhad  saidi  <^  Let •  id y  enemiefli  be/ 
ever  so  secretin-  tbek  fkotM^  *lie<  tliat>.lraep0A-<ms! 
neither  slumbereth  nor  sleepeth  :  tfe  ukrkiieiS  amir 
the  light  are  both;  mlike  to  dieei      Thon  koowtet 
what  posses  in  their  hearts  as  weU«s  in  their  egiw^' 
nets ;  and  therefore  1  will  not  ftar  what  iimp  oa*  do 
unto  me.     Into  thine  hands  Ie(pnmit  mjf  ^nrk.       i 
know  my  Kfe  is  in  danger,  and  am  at  a  loss  wiia^ 
steps  to  take  for  my  own  pi'toenration.    Gracions^ 
God,  I  throw  my  life  and  my  all  upon  tbee^  aod^ 
humbly  implore  thy  guidanoe^nd  pmtectionb    And 
I  do  this  with  the  gieater  coi^ence^  fni  thou  hmt 
redeemed  me.     I  have  had  frequent  eKperienee:  of 
lliy  power,  and  grace^  and  fiuthfulness ;   I  havebeeb 
an  great  danger  before  now  i  but  when  I  wasi brought 
low,  thou  didst  help  me;  and  I  hope  thou  wUt 
i^n,  fov thy  <rtt<A endureth for  ever"  t   ^ 

And  if  we  were  to  consider  the  text  only  .in  this 
view,  it  holds  up  to  us  this  very  important  instrac- 
lion  f  vis.  That  a  remembrance  of  former  ddivir« 
ances  should  encourage  us  to  trust  in  God  in  present 
or  apprehended  danger.  And  fiom  hence  I  might 
have  taken  occasion  to  recommend  an  early  surre** 
der  of  your  lives  to  God,  with  an  entire  confidence 
in  his  care,  and  a  cheerful  acquiescence  in  bis  dis* 
posal.  This  would  cut  off  a  great  deal  of  that  dis*^ 
tresting  anxiety  and  fear,  which  now^  so  *much 
hinder'  the  duty  and  embitter  the  comfortS'  ofi  lijfo 
«id  religion.  You  would,  not  then  be  afraid' of  ev«t 
tiAttgs;  your  hearts  would  be  fixed,  •  trusting <iii» 
Godb-  Let  your  life  be  Jong  or  short,  feiror  dondjfri^ 
^^  none  of  these  things  wouM  mcn^  you/^Theseare( 
circumstances  which  you  hfivewhoUy  referred  tolfae 
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God^  of  ymir  iiverf;  and  idt  him  determine  as  be 
pkB9»i  ^  yoli'  wfil  welcomci  it  with  a  ^  Good  is  the 
woidof^Xord.'^    -  .:'  ». 

*  I  may  it  might  funisb  imt  matter  for  usefiil  cook 
Cemplatioo,  if  we  bad  enly  considered  tbe  words  as 
iittplfiflg  die  oommitting  of  our  natural  life  tp  God'a 
care  aad^disiiosal ;  but  I  believe  it  Would  €0rFe<- 
iipond  fBore  withtlie  design  of  the  deceased  iacboot* 
k^  tliBS'tfextf-and  be  not  aitogetker  beside  tbe  inten-« 
tios  of  tlie  Psalmist,  to  consider  it  as  tbe  language  of  a 
dyilkg  saint,  when  he  perceives  ^^  bis  heart  and  flesh 
fiiiliQg/''  and  his  atrength. failing,  bis  life  failing,  and 
that  lie  is  just  stepping  out  of  time  into  eternity^ 
He  cries  out  with  a  strong  Jmlh^  if  not  with  a  kmd 
vmee^  ^^  Into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  spirit :  thou 
has* redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth/' 

I.  What  is  implied  in  a  dying  sain t^s  oommitting' 
his  spirit  to  God  ? 
.    U«  What  encouragement  hath  he  to  do  so? 

I.  I  am.to  show  what  is  implied  in  a  dying  saint'a 
committing  his  spirit  to  God. — It  hath  much,  and 
very  intportant  meaning  in  it.    I  shall  only  mention 
the  two  or  three  foUowing^particulars. 
-  I..  A  deep  conviction  of  the  soul's  immortality. 

I  said  a  deep  etmvktien^  because  many  who  pro^ 
fan  t0  believe  it,  at  least  who  do  not  openly  deny 
it,. live  and  die  without  any  apparent  sense. of  itw 
Look,  at  tbem « while  they  are  in  health,  and  yoii 
ace  them  busy,  ^'buying,  and  selling,  and  gating 
fidn;"  rising  early,  sitting. up  late,  and  making 
haste  to  <be  rich  i  and  when  they  are  rich  enough 
(if  ever  they  think  themselves  so),  when  they  i»^e 
•*  goods  laid  up  fer  many  years,"  they  say  to  their 
iMnib,  ^'Soul,  take  thine  ease;    eat,  drink,  an4  be 
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merry;''  but  not  an  hour  in  the  day,  not  tta  hour 
in  their  whole  lives^  devoted  to  ai)y  serious  care  or 
thought  about  hereafter!    Look  sit  them  Urben  thi&jr 
coiae  to  die,  add  yoi*  may  see  them  busy  th^n,  too — 
Slaking  their  wills,  ordering  their  fupet^Al^,  swallow** 
ing  draught  after  draught,  at  every  little  ioterval, 
of   nauseous  medicine ;    apd,    if  their  disorder  be 
tedious  and  painful,  you   may  hear  them  prayidg 
(in  their  way)  that  God  Almighty  would  release 
them,  and  not  keep  them  any  long^  in  so  mucfli 
misery ;  but,  al)  the  while,  not  a  word  about  the!  1^ 
iouls  and  another  world,    lo  short,    theii"  whfole 
conduct  and  conversation,  living  and  dying,  pro- 
claims their  disbelief,  or  rather  their  forgetfnlnesrs, 
of  a  future  state.      Hence  it  in  that  we  are  ajmi^ 
daily  shocked  with  the  news  of  some  duel  or  suicider. 
The  brutes  (for  such  they  do  resemble  in  llfe«  and 
wish  to  resemble  in  death)^    I  say,  those  bamtm 
brutes  meet  with  some  disappointment  in  jthe  world, 
or  some  mortification,    which  their   pmud  isph-its 
Jlbow  not  how  to  bear;  they  cannot  think  of  living 
"    in  poverty  and  disgrace,    and    instantly  fly    to  a 
sword,  a  pistol  or  a  pond,  to  put  an  eod  i(aft  tbey 
vainly  hope)  to  tibeir  misery  and  th^ei/  exiiteoce  at 
4Biice.  Not  so  the  true  believer.  As  soonas  evcdrhe  fs 
born  again,  he  perceives  himself  immortal ;  he  faela 
cravings  which  nothing  finite  can  satisfy ;  and  seas, 
thcough  Faith's  perspective,  objects  far  above^  and 
beyond,  the  sphere  of  mortality.     He  considers'!^ 
jbody  onlyas  a  tenement,  designed  to  accommodate 
for  a  few  years  his  beaven^bora  soul,  in  ite  tr^veto 
•through  the  wilderness ;  and  that  th^  valley  of  l^be 
shadow  of  death  is  only  a  dark  psassage  into  etc^ 
nity ;  and  thtvpkffe  he  is  comparatively  ijndifierejil 


trbelher  be  jbeJiMt  ii6>  fich  or  poor,  healthy  or 
sickly^  He  10.  ao  iotent  upon  ^'  laying  up  in  stor^ 
a. good  fouiKlation  against  the  time  to  come/'  that 
tbe^  ti-iflisrgcoedutrencea  of  this  presj^nt  time  never 
auxit,  .aod  seldom  gaio,  his  attention.  He  ^^  rer 
joic^asiflie  rejpicednot;  he  weeps  as  though  be 
irept  iiot ;  ho  buya  as  though  he  possessed  not ;  he 
iises.this  world/'  but  takes  c^re  ^' not  to  abuse  it| 
knowing  that  the  fashion  of  this  world  pa^setb 
«way,*'  and  will  be  sucoeeded  by  another  more 
satisfying  .and  permanent ;  and  therefore^  when  he 
Gonaes  to  die,  he  feels  no  uneasiness  at  going  away^ 
bat  with  sweet  composure  cries^  ^^  Into  thine  hand^ 
1  Qominitmy  apirit"-^(f.c/.)  '^  Though  1  ca|)  live  no 
loDger  in  thie  ^rtbly  bouse  of  my  tabernacle,  yet 
mmxiemhen,i  and  socneAow,  I  am  sure  I  shall  live* 
My  aparit  was  never  more  alive,  scarcely  eyer  aa 
lively,  as  it  is  at  this  instant  when  my  body  isgrow« 
iag  cold  and  stiff.  I  am  impatient  to  quit  this 
priaoii^  where  1  have  been  so  long  confined ;  and  to 
shake  off  those  fetters,  which  have  so  often  galled 
me.  My  spirit  leaps^  and  sings,  at  the  prospect  of 
its  approaching  liberty.  I  shall  in  a  few  moments 
be  deaft  to  the  world:  ever-living  Saviour!  O  let 
tte  live  with  thee/' 

S«  A  pra£^rable  concern  for  his  soul. 

Not  that  any  good  man  can  be  vpid  of  all  care 
about  h^a  body,  either  as  to  his  pres^^it  or  future 
welfares  It^as  tioble  faith  in  Joseph,  when  he  was 
dyings  to  give  commandment  concer^itig  bi?  bofuea 
pieb.  xi,  26)  ;  and  they  who  have  "  Jhe  fiist  fruity 
ef  the  Spirit  may.  grpan  within  themselves^  waitinfg 
fiM^  the  adoption,  to  wit^    the   redemption,  pf, the 
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concern  will  be  for  the  soul,  to  lodge  that  i»i safe 
%ah<M :  ^^  Bmt  we  are  not  ef  ltm»' wh^i dri^  back 
unto  perdition,  but  of  them  that  belielrevta}  the 
M^iDg  of  ti^e  Boa^/'  ('tteb.  dEv  39 j)     And  it  iti  (that 
tpriiich  faith  bath  a  special  efe  M :  dli  d  Ib^r^fore^  ^  In 
that  awfut  hour,  when  00  tfianyafi^  cMOetilied'^Mily 
about  tfai9^  ^r]!e  body,  wh^e  and  when  and'h6^it 
aball  be  buried,  -the  believer  hath' other  latid -'greater 
concerns  upon  his  mind :  be^  turns  aw^yfroitf  tlfeae 
eom)faratively  trifling  cireumsfatices/ »id)  wil^  hid 
eye  fixed  on  God,  cries';  ^  Intd  cbyhatidb  I  cMimit 
my    spint"---q,  d:    ^'Thou-  hast   taught   toe   the 
value  of  a  soul,  by  the  price  that  was  -paid  for  its  ' 
nrnsotn,  and  the  kingdom  thou  hast  provided  for- its 
inheritance.     If  thou,  Lord^  hadst  i»or  gvvien  *me 
couDlid,  I  should  have  sold  my  soul  for  a  song,  as 
others  have  done:  but  if  I  had,  what  a  misersMe  pifgbt 
should  I  ha^e  been  intiow !  What  if  I   bad  gained' 
tbe  who4e  world  ;  -  it  would  not  have  been  accepted 
in  escehan^  for  my  sofil.    I  wish  I  bad  been  alWajpe 
as  sensible  of  its  value  as  I  am  now;  but,  however, 
i  attar  thankful  that  I  have  not  totally  n^iected  it. 
I  'have -endeavoured,  though  with  many  imperfect 
tions,  and  with  much  fear  and  trembling,  to  work 
out'  my  salvation,  and  to  secure  an  interest  in  <tn* 
other  W0rld  when    I  am  turned  out  of  l^ia ;  and 
hope  I  have  .not  laboured  in  vain^  and  sptfnt  my 
Strength  for  nought,     I  see  every  thing  else  going ; 
-hoQses,  li^nds,  possessions,  and  life;  all  going- 
let  them  go;   none  of  these  tbinga  iaovid  me; 
ahall  part  wiHi  any  of  them,- with  all  of  thmm^ 
without   a   sigh,   if  1  can  but  secute  my  aovl. 
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ffrtbaipf  6piTita»)  lotimysoul  Ihre^  aaid  it   feMl 
fimiae  thML^'- ^ '  ^ 

,  .9.  A  Arm  perMnion that  hisspirit  wooid bttcsafe 
wttb  fiod.  >  ? 

Tbe  soulii^  a  jewel  too  precious  to  be  €ntn]9tod 

with  tketfifsb  thatoffem;  we  need  to^  be  well  adU 

;med  aa  to.wfaom  we<  commit  it,  that  they  be  trust- 

w«riliy^  and  able  to  aMwer  our  expectations^   But 

lii  i»  anrpriaio^  and  melanoholy  to  obaerve  what 

iittlecaraaa  taken  by  the  genemlity  in  this  matter. 

Jfi  tkey,  Tfscro  to  expose  their  bodies,  so^  they  would 

hftipoialed  at  as  madmen  or  fools ;    f6r  thay  care 

net  bow  th^y  endanger  their  souls,  nor  into  whose 

:9pwer  itbey   throw  them*      Would  any,  in  ibeir 

senses^  sufier  their  ad'Rersary  the  Devil,  tbe  declared 

iinemyoC  souls,  and  the  violent  opposer  of  their  sal* 

<«^tioor^I  say,  would  they  suffer  him  to  blind  their 

4(jgsa,  juad  lead  them  captive  at  his  will  ?  Nbt  so  the 

bdiever :  his' soul  is  his  treasure,  which  he  watches 

laoro  carefully  than  ever  miser  did  his/  hoard*    He 

jKtaps  itf  wttb  all  diligence,   and  shuos  the  company 

^tbe  eensiual  and  profane  as  hastily  as  the  othw 

dotb  a  highway-man  or  a  house-breaker^      He  is 

not  Ignorant  of  Satan's  devices,  and  is.therefoi^ 

Iklwiayf**' sober,  and  vigilant,'^  and  ^'  watches  unto 

piSyAr;".  and  when  the  time  of  bis  departure  is  at 

band,  Ibeidisposal  of  his  soul  is  that  which  lies 

Marmtfbis'bmrt.  .  It  is.  a  trust  too  great  toi  beiMk 

PfVft4ii^miyimfire creature:  the  wteight  >of  a  soul, 

-ajMUofiOt^niUy,  is  a  burthen  too  vast  to-  be  laid  on 

b^y^ctfinite':  betog ;    they . would  cet tai nly  and  <  ^oon 

jM  milder!  it.  .  Godaloneappeara  onioqairy  fit  to 

tripe  efaai^su  of.  an  immwtal  apirit ; .  to  sbeltar  ft 

Ifrom  surrounding  evils^  and  procure  for  it  a  happi* 
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lieM  siiitalftie  to  itt  natxare  and  daBirea.  To  Hin, 
therefore,  the  believer  looks,  and  goes ;  not  marely 
by  neciessity,  but  out  of  choice  aad  uidiiiiaCion  ; 
saying  with  the  Psalmist,  **  Return  unto  thy  restt 
O  my  soul ;  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bouatifuUy  with 
thee/' (Ps.  cxvi.  7.)  This  matter  being  settled^  he 
vralks  through  the  valley  of  the  abadow  .  of  death 
and  feare  nothing;  and  when  he  feeb  all  other 
propa  sliding  away,  the  vital  band  uvtying,  and  the 
soul  just  ready  to  take  its  fl^^t,  he  rej»ewa  and^ 
confirms  the  grand  consignment,  saying  (and  dying 
as  he  says  it),  ^^  Into  thine  hand  i  comaait  my  sfMnt^ 
thou  hast  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  tmth/' 

And  ttiia  brings  us  to  the  next  general  head,  vis. 
to  inquire^  ^ 

IL  What  encouragement  a  dying  saint  hath  to 
commit  his  spirit  to  God. 

And  I  shall  confine  myself  to  that  which  is  aug- 
gested  in  the  latter  clause  of  the  text:  ^^  Thou  beat 
redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth/'  In  these  &w 
words  the  believer  finds  many  encouraging  coosit- 
derati^ns*  To  instance  only  in  love»  power,  and 
fiiithftilness. 

1.  Love. 

^^  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that 
he  loved  ua,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propdtiatioa 
for  our  sins,'^  ( 1  John  iv.  10}  '^  Foraaaiuicfa  aa  ye 
know  that  ye  are  not  redeemed  .with  eorruptihl« 
things,  such  aa  silver  and  gold,  from  yoor.yain  eon* 
vtesation  received  by  traditioQ  from  yo«ur  fetheni ; 
but  with  the  preeteus  blood  of  Chriat,  as  of  a  laoib 
without  blemish  aad  without  spot*''  ( 1  Peter  i.  18.) 
Surely  nothing  but  lov^e,  wonderful^  viatcfaleas,  di^ 
vine  love,    could   (prompt   to  auch  aa  expenair« 
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method  of  redeeming  us* — Why  did  he  "  quickea 
us  when  we  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins  ?''  be- 
cause he  loved  us. — Why  did  he  "  raise  us  up  toge- 
ther, and  make  us  sit  together  in  heavenly  places  in 
Christ  Jesus  ?"  because  he  loved  us. — Why  did  he 
''send  down  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  our  hearts, 
teaching  us  to  call  him  Father/'  and  to  work  in  us 
a  child-like  love,  fear,  subjection,  and  conformity? 
because  he  loved  us. — Why  hath  he  provided  such 
a  glorious  inheritance,  and  kindled  in  us  such  strong 
desires  after  it,  and  lively  hopes  of  it;  and  more 
than  once  taken  us  up  to  mount  Pisgah,  and  given 
us  a  distant  view  of  the  promised  land;  and  even 
sent  us  a  cluster  from  Eshcol,  as  an  earnest  and 
first-fruit  of  what  we  shoujd  have  hereafter  ? — why, 
iadeed,  but  because  he  loved  us  ?  and  will  not  He 
that  loved  us  first,  and  loved  us  so  much,  and  loved 
us  so  far,  love  us  to  the  end  ?  ''  Who  shall  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  Christ.^  Shall  tribulation,  or 
distress,  or  persecution,  or  famine,  or  nakedness, 
or  peril,  or  sword  ?  Nay,  in  all  these  things  we  are 
more  than  conquerors,  through  him  that  loved  us. 
For  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor 
angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord/* — Warmed  with  the  recollection  of  such 
amazing  and  divine  love,  and  not  doubting  but  it 
will  operate  at  least  as  powerfully  in  the  other 
world  as  it  hath  done  in  this,  the  believer  deter- 
mines to  trust  his  all  there ;  and  with  his  last  breath 
cries.  Gracious  Redeemer  into  thine  hand  I  com- 
mit my  spirit, 
•vo^.  II.  E 
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.  And  this  is  another  motive^ f^rgur  consigning  our 
spirits  to  (jrod;  because  they  are  ..his  already  :  they 
'inhere  hif.by.creatiou  I  hence  his  cl^inj:  "All  souls 
are  mifie/'  (Es^ek.  xiii., 4.}.  But  he.  hath  a  stronger 
and  more  endearing  claim  by  purchase :  "  For  ye 
are  not  your  own,  for  ye  are  bought  witK  a  price  : 
theref6re  glorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in  your 
spirit,  which  are  his/'  (1  Cor.  vi.  ig.)  And,  to  put 
it  beyond  all  dispute,  it  is. confirmed  by  solemn 
compact :  "  Yea,  I  sware  unto  thee,  and  ttiou  bc- 
camest  mine/'  (Ezek.  xvi.  8.)  We  are  m^ny  times 
ready  to  wonder  what  the  Lord,  the  most  High, 
l^ossessor. of  Heaven  and  Earth,  could  see  ih  such 
depraved  $Lnd  loathsome  wretches  to  attract  his* 
notice — especially  to  attract  his  love;  and,  more 
still,  .^to  proippt  him  to  purchase  us  at  the  expense' 
of  J^eaven's  choicest  treasure.  But  that  declaration^ 
of  J^ovah,  in  the  Slst  verse  of  the  43d  of  Isaiah, 
g}v^s  jiis^ the  reason  of  it:  "This  peopfe  have  I 
formed  formv^elf; .  they  shall  shew  forth  my  praise.** 
The  bejiieyer  pleads  this,  and  prays,  "  Lord,  I  attf 
thine:  save  me.  From  the  day  that  I  became 
thine,  I,  dat^  my  life  add  blessedness.  O  Lord,  I 
4im  thy  servant,  truly  I  am  thy  servant:  thou  hasi 
loosed  .my  bonds.      I  glory  in  my  subjection  to 

.  thee.  .1  would. not  be  disowned  by  thee,  of  dis- 
missed  from  thy  service,  for  a. thousand  worlds.  It 
i^indeed  but  little  that  I  have  done  for  thee  in  this 

.  Mforld,  but  I  hope  to  serve  thee  better  in  the  tiext ; 
for  ivheresoever  I  live,  and  as  long  as  f  live,  J  am 
bound  to  live  to  thee :  therefore.   Lord  of  iny  life, 
ihto  thine  hands  I  commit  my  spirit/' 
3.  Power.' 


0 

A  necessary  consideration  this,  to  eiicetfnige  oiir 
trust  in  God ;  for  love  without  power  is  ioeff^tuaU 
and  power  without  love  i^  fieeble  consolation :    bu^ 
Love  Omoipotent  is    invincibie    and   aniipating: 
nothing  can  stand  befcMre  it.     Qhristians*  you  have 
found  it  so.     When   voji  were  dead   in-  trespassea 
and  sins,  he  only  looked  upon  yon,  and  said  unto^ 
you,    "  Live,"   and  youx  souls  revived,    and  you 
^  walked  before  him  in  newness  of  life/*      When 
your  souls  were  so  deeply  infected  with  the  leprosy* 
of  sin,  that,  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  sola 
of  the  foot,  there  was  no  soundness  in  you,  he  only 
said,  ^^  1  will  ;  be  thou  clean,'*  and  instantly,  youc 
sins,  which  were  as  scarlet,  became  white  as  snow; 
and  those  which  were  red  like  crimson,    became    as 
wQoL     When  you  were  tossed  on  the  sea  of  trouble, 
and  all  his  wave%  and  bis  billows  were  going  over 
you,  and  every  refuge  fiEiiled,  and  hope  seemed  as 
the  giving  up  of  the  ghost ;   he  came  to  you,  walk- 
ing upon  the  waters,   and  only  said,    ^^  Peace,  be 
still,'*  and  presently  the  storm  ceased,  and  from  the 
Hsost  imminent  danger,  from  the  very  jaws  of  deaths 
you  found  yourselves  all  at  once  safe  and  happy  on 
shore.«-^Indeed,  it  hath  never    been  known,    nor 
heard,   that  *'  the  everlasting  God,  the  Lord,   the 
Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,"  ever  fainted  or 
was   weary.       The  dying  saint  recollects  all  the 
proofs  he  has  upon  record  of  Grod*s  wonder-working 
power,  ailid  cries,   ^*  ^  I   know  in  whom  1  have  be* 
lieved,  and  am   persuaded  that   he  is  able  to  keep 
whatever  I  shall  commit  unto  him.^     He  that  hath 
ledeemed  me  irom  sin  and  Satan,   can  redeem  ma 
fiom  death  and  hell :  and  therefore.   Lord  God  AU 
mighty,  into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  spirit/' 
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4. 'Faithfulness. 
'  He  is  h^re  characterised  as  the  **  God  of  truth  :'* 
so  that,  if  he  hath  once   promised  to  take  care  of 
our  souls,  we  may  safely  trust   them   in  his  haod : 
for  it  is  impossible  for  God  to  lie.     '^  Sooner  shall 
heaven  and  earth  pass  away,    than    the  least  jot   or 
tittle  of  bis  word  pass  unfulfilled/*     Men  of  bigiji 
degree  are  vanity,  and   men  of  low  degree  are  a  lie ; 
there  is  no  dependence  on  any  of  them :   they  pro- 
mise fair ;  but  if  we  trust  them  they  prove  hrokea 
reeds,  and  fail  us  most  wiien  we  lean  hardest. upon 
them,  and  stand  most  in  need  of  their  assistance. 
But  the  portion  of  Jacob  is  not  like   unto  th^ngi : 
^^  yke  is  not  a  man  that  he  should  live ;   nor  the  Son 
of  man,  that  he  should  repent/'    '^  Know  therefore 
that  the  Lord  thy  God,  he  is  God,  the  faithful  Go(], 
which  keepeth^  covenant  and  mercy  with  them  that 
}ove  him  and  keep  his  commandments.'^  (Deut.  vii.. 
9.)     Here,  therefore,  the  believer  finds  firm  footing 
for  faith  and  hope.  He  thinks  within  himself;  ^'  Have 
I  ever  found  him  slack  concerning  his  promise?   It 
is  his  own  rule,   ^  He  that  is  faithful  in  that  which  is 
least,   is  faithful   also  in   much.'     Better  than    his 
word  he  hath  often  been,  but  worse  than  his. word 
never,  and  why  should  1  suspect  him  now  ?   I  ought 
not,  I  will  not.     In  God  have  I  put  my   trust,  and 
in  his  word  do  I  hope.     'He  hath  been  with  me.in 
six  troubles,  yea  also  in  seven/     He  hath  promised 
that  he  will  '  never  leave  me   nor  forsake  me  ;'  and 
I  believe  him.     I  am  sure  he  will  be  as  good  a^  his 
word;  and  therefore,   Vinto  thine  hand  .1  cominit 
my   spirit;  for  thou    hast  redeemed   me,  O  Lord 
God  of  <ru<A-'" 
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*  Improvement. 

1/*^  BI««se<Jtire  fhe  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord:" 
since  they  have  encaiiragement  to  commit  their  de- 
pfetrivng' 9|^it^  to  Odd,  and  sneh  assurance  that  he 
•will  -rcdelve  th^m.  It  is  a  privilege  to  be  permitted 
%o  lodge  our  souls  with  God  now,  wh^n  innumerable 
evil«  compass  us  about,  and  we  are  called  to  wrestle, 
not  Wily  withHesh  and  bfood,  but  with  '*  principa- 
lities and  powers^  and  spiritual  wickednesses  in  high 
places  !*'  to  have  leave  to  say  of  the  Lord,  "  He  is 
my  refuge  aiid  my  fortress;  my  God  ;  in  him  will 
1  trust  ;*' — to  be  permitted  to  make  the  Most  High 
our  habitation  ;  and  to  shelter  ourselves  from  "I|d- 
pending  storms  in  the  chambers  of  the  divine  per- 
fectioQs  and  promises  : — it  is  indeed  a  privilege, 
which  we  ought  to  be  more  thankful  for  than  we 
are.  But  to  have  theisame  encouragement  and  the 
same  assurance  of  a  welcome  reception  and  safe 
custody  of  our  spirits,  when  they  are  forced  to  quit 
ihehr  present  habitations,  and  launch  out  into  an 
unknown,  at  least  untried,  state  ; — amidst  all  the 
desolations  death  makes  among  our  outward  com- 
forts, to  be  freed  from  all  uneasy  and  distressing 
concern  for  our  souls; — to  know  where  to  secure 
Ibem  beyond  the  reach  of  death  or  danger!— to 
have  a  secret  intimatio^n,  that  when  they  are  "  ab- 
sent from  the  body  they  'shall  be  present  with  the 
Lord;"  that  as  soon  as  they  depart,  they  shall  be 
"  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better:'* — this  is  a  pri- 
vilege indeed*  No  wonder  that  such  are  not  afraid 
of  dying:  no  wonder  we  so  often  see  a  smile  upon 
the  coonteoance  of  dying  saints.  ^^  What  should  I 
be  afraid  of?"  say  they:     **  death  can  only  kill  the 
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body,  and  crumble  it  into  atoms  :  I  have  no  further 
occasion  for  it  just  now  ;  I  have  a  protector,  a 
friend,  in  heaven,  and  into  his  hand  I  commit  my 
spint. 

Who  dotb  not  secretly  wish,  "  Let  me  die  the 
'death  of  the 'righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  belike 
'his  ?''  But  this  suggests  another  head  of  improve- 
ment ; 

2.  ^*  Acquaint  now  thyself  with  God,  and  be  at 
'peace."  For  what  a  deplorable  case  would  you  be  in, 
if  you  should  go  out  of  the  world  committing  your 
'spirits  into  God's  hand,   and  when  you-  expected  a 
free  admission  into  heaven,  find  the  door  shut,  am] 
after  loud  and  repeated  knocking,  to  be  sent   away 
with  an  *'  I  know  you  not  whence  you  are  l**   HoW 
mortifying!    how  fatal !  Do  not,   therefore,  depend 
upon   the  transactions  of  a  death-bed,    as   if  »yotfr 
going  off  with  a  "  Lord^  have  mercy  up^n  me^**  in 
your  mouths,  would  be  a  sufficient  passpott  to  hen- 
Ten.  Depend  upon  it  this  will  not  do.  God^iilnot 
receive  such    presumptuous    and   unready    spirits. 
JVbii?,  if  you  will  commit  your  souls  to   him,  your 
sins,  numerous  and  heinous  as  they  are,  shall  not 
hinder  his  acceptance  of  them.      He  will  receivie 
you   graciously,    tind  heal  your  backslidi^gs,  ami 
Jove  you  freely.    -He  will  sprinkle  clean  water  upon 
you,  and  make  you   clean  from  all  your  filthineM; 
*and  from  all  your  idols  he  will  cleanse  you  ;  and*  be 
will  pour  out  his  Spirit   upon  you,  and  cause  you 
to  walk  in  his  statutes  ;  and  ye  shall  keep  his  judg- 
ments, and  do  them.      And  then,  when  you   come 
to  commit  your  spirits  to  him  at  death,  you  need 
'not  fear  a  repulse :    he  will  readily  own  thetti  for 
%»  ;  put  them  afiK>ng  his  jewels ;   and  give  you  an 
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inberitaoce  ^mofig  them  th^t  f|re  sanctified.  But  if 
yo|i  like  not  to  retain  God  in  your  knowledge,  and 
say  to  .the  Almighty,  ^'  Depart  fropi  us,  for  we  de* 
sire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways;" — if  you  will 
liave  npthii^  to  do  with  Gpd  as  lopg  as  you  can 
^poss^^y  Jiv^  without  hirp,  what  c^n  you  expect, 
.buti(^t,  .wl^nfear  cometh  as  a  desol^tion^  and 
destructipn  as  a  whirlwind,  and  distress  and  anguish 
cofflKSfipon  you,  and  you  beseech  ;  him  again  and 
4gaiD  to  receive  your  spirits,  he  will  reject  your 
petitions  with  disdain,  and  hurl  you  into  outer  ^  and 
everlasting  darkness  ?  Consider  this,  ye  that  for- 
get Giod.  '*  Seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found, 
call  upon  him  while  he  is  near."  '^  Whatsoever  thy 
hand  ftndeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy  might ;  for 
-thece  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor 
wisdom,  in  the  grave,  whither  thou  goest/' 

To  conclude.  Let  us  rejoice  in  the  prospect,  and 
long  for  the  approach,  of  that  glorious  day,  when 
the  grave  «hall  restore  the  bodies  that  are  com- 
mitfied  to  it,  and  God  will  restore  the  spirits  that 
are  committed  to  him,  and  body  and  spirit,  being 
once  more  united,  and  each  of  them  freed  from 
th^ix  respective  imperfections,  *^  shall  be  caught  up 
together  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air, 

and. so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord." 

* 

*'  Behold,  I  shew  you  a  mystery  :  we  shall  not 
all  sleep,  but  we  shall  all  be  changed ;  in  a  moment, 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump:  for 
the  trumpjct  shall  sound ;  and  the  dead  shall 
be  raised  incorruptible,  and  we  shall  be  changed.  For 
diis  corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption,  and  this 
mortal  must  put  on  immortality.  So  when  this  cor^ 
ruptible  shall  have  put  on  incorruption,  and  this 
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mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality,  then  shall  be 
brouglit  to  pass  the  saying  that  is  written;  Death  is 
swallowed  up  in  victory.  O  death,  where  is  thy 
sting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  The  sting  of 
death  is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law  ;  but 
thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Ghrist.  Therefore,  my  be- 
loved brethren,  be  ye  stedfast,  unmoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as 
ye  know  that  your  labour  shall  not  be  in  vain  in 
the  Lord/' 
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Psalm  xvi.  II, 
Thou  wilt  show  me  the  path  of  life. 

Ir  our  thoughts  had  not  been  directed  towards 
heaven  before^  the  death  of  our  young  friend  would 
have  led  them  thither.  It  had  been  our  delightful 
employment  for  several  Sabbaths  past,  to  contem- 
plate the  perfection  and  perpetuity  of  the  heavenly 
blessedness.  The  greatest  part  of  it  she  heard, 
either  here  or  at  home  ;  and  it  was  but  a  very,  very 
few  minutes  before  the  pains  of  death  came  upon 
her,  that  she  expressed  great  satisfaction  in  the 
thoughts  of  hearing  the  remainder  that  afternoon. 
But  O  how  much  better  was  she  entertained  !  Only 
a  few  hours,  and  she  knew — it  were  a  poor  thing  fo 
say  she  knew  more  than  any  of  us — Only  a  few 
hours,  and  she  saw  God  ^'  face  to  face,''  and  knew 
"  even  as  also  she  was  known.'* 

In  those  sermons,  which  she  wished  so  much  to 
hear,  you  remember  we  attempted  to  gue$s  a  little 
at  some  particulars  of  the  pleasures  which  are  at ' 
God's  right  hand  for  evermore.  We  had  before 
spoken  of  the  pleasure  it  must  give  to  be  admitted  . 
ioto  the  immediate  presence  of  God  ;  to  **  behold 
with  open  face  the  glory  of  the  Lord ;"  and  how 


58  ,     On  the  Death  of  [Serm.  4» 

satisfied  we  shall  be  ^'  when  we  awake  with  bis'  like* 
Qess  ;"— and  also  the  pleasure  of  being  where  Jesus 
is;  to  sit  with  him  ou  his  throne;  to  behold  and 
partake  of  his  glory ;  and  to  inherit  all  that  honour 
and  happiness,  all  that  joy  and  glory,  which  belong 
to  those  who  are  *^  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs 
with  Jesus  Christ/'  Tbesethings  bad.been  distinctly 
considered  before.  But  the  circumstances  which 
were  more  particularly  insisted  on  the  last  Sabbath, 
were-*-the  entertainment  it  .would  give  to  serious 
and  inquisitive  minds  to  reyiew  the  .wonders  of 
creation,  providence,  and  grace;  to  look  back  oi|^ 
their  travels  through  the  wilderness,  and  made  the 

,  intention  and  .tendency  of  many  dispensations^ 
which  heve  they  could  never  account  for;  to  see 

.how^goqdne^  and  mercy  foilowed  them  all  the  d^ys 
of  their  lives,  even  at. thoae  times  when  tbeyweve 
feady  to  >tltink  themselves  forgotten  ;  and  hoiv  all 
thiags,  even«  their  greatest  difficulties  and  rdistres^es, 
were  made  towork  tpgether  for  their  good  ;*^?aiyl 

.  further,  the  pleasing  surprite  it  mu9t.be,  at  our  firf  t 
i^atcan@e,]Qtotheiu;>iy  city,,  to  meet  one  an4  aM>tb#r 

^•f  our  inti^iAte  and  .endeared  relations  and  frjends, 
who  were. called  to  heaven  before  us;  and  not;0|ply 
so,  but  to  meet  .aqd.^it  down  witix  Abrahani,  aad 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  the  prophets,  aqdap^t^QS, 
and  other  eminent  and  holy  men,  ^^ from. the. east 
and.  from  thd  west>  aad  from,  the  north  and  from  the 

,  south ;"  to  converse  familiarly  with  them,  and  he<ur 

.their  bistory  and  experience,  ^nd<com,muDicate  qur 
owM^^yea,  and  further  .  still,  to  mix  with  the  J0'> 
numerable  qempany  of  angels,  and  commeiice  u. 
acquaintance  with  those  superior  beii^,  and  jpin 
with  them .  in  their  most  elevated  songs  a^d  s^ 
vices. 
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In  this  toaoner  did  ure /entertaki  ouraelves  with 

< 

walking    about    Zion,     or    rather    looking    at    it 

^*  through  a  glaas  darkly./'  and  pleased  ourselves 

with   the  forethought  of  what  we  should   be,  and 

vAere  we 'should, be,  aad  what  we  should  see,  and 

possess,  and  enjoy,  in  that  world  of  inconceivable 

light  and  blessedsess.    Aiid  this  is  what  she  wanted 

then  to  bear.     But  how  must  she  now  pity  our  low 

and  childish  conceptions  !     \{  she  were  now  to  take 

this  text;  and  the  laws  of  Macworld,  and  the  iinper« 

•fections  of  ihis^  would  allow  her  to  impart  what  she 

4tnows  of   heaven;   O   what  glorious  discoveries 

could  she  make  !■■>-■  Be  patient,  brethren ; .  thou^ 

'We  may  not  follow  her  now,  ^we  hope  to  follow  her 

heteafter,  and  then  we  also  shall  comprehend  the 

'fbli  meaning  of  those  great  words,  *^  In  thy  preseoee 

is  fulness  of  joy,  and  at  thy  right  hand   these  are 

If  leteures  for  evermore/'     tn  the4mean'  time,  it  is  «> 

'Small  eoDsolation  to  be^able  to  say,  with  )humble 

hope  and  joyful  confideaee,  ^*  Thou  ^wilc^shew  me 

the  path  of  life." 

Siiacewe  first  entered  on  the  subject,  we  .havie 
bad  occasion  more  thanonceto  observe,  that  this 
wlmle  passage  primarily  refers  to  the  Lord  f  Jesus 
Christ;  and  then  the  meaning  ts, — My  heart  is 
'glad,  and  my  glory  ^rejoicetfa,  &c. ;  for  ^ou  wilt 
show) me  the  path  of  life,  or,  Thou  hast  shown  me 
'the. path  t>f  life :  kboii  hast  assured  me  of  a  gloriofDs 
lesorrection,  and  I  foresee  the  way  to  eternal :  life 
opening  upon' the  world,  which  for  the  sins  .of  men 
had  been  shut  up.  But  though  this  be  the  primary 
»ignificaCiofi  of  the  words,  yet,  as  Christ  is  the  head 
of  the  church,  and  his  resurrection  is  the  pattern 
and  pledge  of  ours^  w^  may  warrantably  apply  it 
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to. all  his  spiritual  iseed,  who  may  be  here  considered 
ad 

Rejoicing  in  the  life  of  grace  as  an  earnest  of  a 
life  of  glory ;  and 

Acknowledging  that  it  is  God  that  shows  the  way 
to  both. 

L  The  Christian   rejoiceth,   iq   that    God  hath 
quickened  him  to  a  life  of  grace. 

The  Scripture  every  where  speaks  of  men  in  their 
natural  state  as  spiritually  dead:  '*  And  you  hath 
he  quickened,  who  were  ulead  in  trespasses  and 
sins/*  (Eph.  ii.  1.)  I  was  going  to  quote  other  Scrip- 
ture proofs  ;  but  it  were  endless  ; — and  it  is  needless 
too,  in  a  case  where  we  have  ocular  demonstration  : 
for  only  look  at  such-an-one,  or  such-an-one — look 
at  any  of  those  numerous  and  unhappy  instances 
which  are  every  where  around  us,  of  those  who  are 
lying  in  wickedness,  and  you  will  soon  be  convinced 
that  they  have  no  life  in  them.  We  go  up  close  to 
them,  and  in  the  softest  and  most  melting  strains  speak 
to  them  of  the  love  of  God,  the  grace  of  Christ,  the 
beauty  of  holiness,  and  the  joys  of  heaven  ;  we  hold 
out  ail  the  treasures  of  grace  and  glory,  and  be- 
seech them  to  accept  of  them.  One  would  expect, 
that  at  the  first  word  joy  and  gratitude  should 
sparkle  in  their  countenances,  and  that,  with  all 
the  eagerness  imaginable,  they  should  lay  hold,  on 
eternal  life.  But  no  such  thing  :  it  makes  no  more 
impression  on  them  than  a  sun-^beam  on  a  rock. 
They  do  not  put  forth  a  finger  to  take  it,  nor  so 
much  as  open  their  eyes  to  look  at  it.  Must 
not  they  be  dead  ?— Nay,  and  if  we  alter  our  tone, 
and  *'  cry  aloud,'*  and  *'  lift  up  our  voice  like  a* 
trumpet,"  and  thunder  in  their  ears  that  the  wrath 


Serm.  4.}  Mm  Jane  Lake,  6l 

of  God  bangs  over  their  heads ;  that  the  flames  of 
hell  are  ready  to  take  hold  upon  them  ;  and  that, 
if  they  continue  in  that  dreadful,  hazardous  situa- 
tion a  moment  longer,  they  may  be  lost  beyond  all 
possibility  of  recovery  forever;  one  would  tbinlc, 
if  they  could  hear  at  all,  that  the  mention  of  these 
things  should  at  least  make  them  tremble,  and  turn 
pale ;  but  nothing  like  it :  they  remain  quite 
motionless  and  insensible :  not  the  least  alteration 

« 

in  their  countenances  or  conduct ;  not  the  least 
effort  made  to  flee  from  the  impending  danger. 
Can  there  be  a  plainer  proof  that  they  are  spiritually 
dead;  and  so  we  were  all;  and  were  ^^  by  nature 
children  of  wrath,  even  as  others/*  "  But  God, 
who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great  love  wherewith 
he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins,  hath 
quickened  us  together  with  Christ — (by  grace  ye 
are  saved) — and  bath  raised  us  up  together,  and 
made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ 
Jesus,"  (Eph.  ii.  4.) 

Conversion^  you  see,  is  here  called  quickening, 
or  infusing  a  new  principle  of  life.  Then  it  is  that 
we  are  born  again :  then  it  is  that  we  are  created 
anew  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  and  enabled 
to  walk  before  God  in  newness  of  life.  And  it  is 
from  the  commencement  of  that  happy  change 
that  we  ought  to  date  our  life;  for  then  it  is  that 
we  properly  begin  to  live  :  then  it  is  that  God  first 
shews  us  the  path  of  life.  And  it  is  well  he  does: 
for  otherwise  we  should  never  have  found  it.  So 
said  He  who  well  knew  the  difficulty.  "  Strait  is 
the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way,  that  leadeth  unto 
life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it.''  (Matt.  vii.  U.) 
Whea  we  fifst  set  out  in  the  world,  we  see  various 
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paths  before  us,  many  of  them  broad  and  iDviting*.* 
At  the  entrance^  of  onei  of  them  etands  Ihantmr^ 
beckoning  to  ua  to  come  that  way^  spying,  ^  If  you: 
have  any  ambition  of  makiag  a  figure  ili>  the  worlds 
or  ranking  among  the  greai  or  learned,  follow  me«-^ 
t  will  shew  you  the  way  to  fame/  la.  another  of 
these  paths  studs  Rkhes^m  the  habit  of  a  miser, 
sdmost  weighed  dowa  with  gold,  crying,  ^  "  Ho- 
nour's a  puff  of  noisy  breath:'^  come  along  withi 
me :  I  wHl  lead  you  ta  something  more  substuitiaL ; 
I  will  show  yo«  bow  you  sfaaU  soooget  ricdi,  and 
increase  in  goods,  and  w«ii4  for  fiotbing/'  ^  Do  not 
hearken  to  either  of  themi,'  cries  Pleasw^  (pointing 
to  a  path  the  most  flowery  and  enofaanting  of  all). 
*  If  you  would  enjoy  Ufe,  come,  along  with  me:  hew 
you  shall  be  '^  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  Imen,  and 
fbre  sumptuously  every  day :"  here  you  may  walk 
after  the  ways  of  your  own  heart,  and  the  sight  of 
your  own  eyes,  and  have  nothing  to  do  but  ta 
^'  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry/' ' — Our  eyes  <k2aled» 
and  o«r  hearts  captivatod,  by  these  syrena,  we 
were  upon  ttie  point  of  consenting  to  one  or  other 
•—nay,  perhaps  we  had  aetually  consented,  anil 
were  gone  on  some  way  with  them,  and  thought 
ourselves  quite  happy,  or  expected  soon  to  be  sb-^ 
when  Grod  called  to  us,  and* said,  *  *^  Stand  ye 
in  the  way  and  see,  and' inquire  which  is  the  goo4 
old  way  :"  the  path  you  are  now  in  leads  down  to 
the  ohambers  of  death :  I  will  shew  you  ihe  only 
path  of  life  {  **  incline  your  ears,  and  come  unto 
me  ;  hear,  and  your  soub  shall  live/''  And  theo 
he  pointed  us  to  a  road  narrow  and  solitarft 
with  only  here  and  there  a  traveller,  and  over*, 
grown  besides  with  tHriam   and  tiiorw^  that    we 


D^ver  slioiild  hol^e  taken  notioe  of  it,  or  at  least 
ntever  should  have  gone  into  it,  if  God  bad  not  given 
ua  conilsei. 

Here  it  may  be  aaked,  Hour  dotb  Ood  shew  us ' 
this  pdth  of  life  ? — I  answer : 

1.  By  his  word. 

"  All  Scripture  iygivewby  inspiration  from  God, 
and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  fer  reproof,  for  cor- 
rection, for  instruction  in  righteousness."    There 
^'  he  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good :"  and 
^«  what  «lo«b  the  Lo«d  thy  God  require  of  thee;  but 
to  db^ justly,  to"  iMre  mercy^  and  to  walk  humbly 
wilh  thy  God  ?''  ( MicT  vi.  ». )    '«  if  thov  wilt  enter 
into  Kfe,   keep  the  cooimandments.^'   fMatt.  xix. 
17.)      *^  An  highway  shall  be  there,  and  a  way, 
and  rt  shall  he  called  the  way  of  holiness :  the  un- 
clean sKtiU   not  pass    ovet  it,  bu't  it  shaH  bei  for 
those :  the  way^-^rtng  men,  though  Ibols,  shall  not 
^  therein/'  ( Isai.  xxxt.  6.)     All  the  tai^nings,  to 
fh€  right  ikm6i  or  to  the  left,  aM  distinctly  mao'ked ; 
^and  we  never  take  a  malerval  step  in  Ufa,  but,  if  we 
consult  those  Dracles  of  trntb,  they  would  quickly 
rAform  us  whethef  we  were  gonig  i^ht  or  wrong* 
That    96  ttaAy    go    astray,    is  not    for   waot   of 
iMbrfiiationi  they  know  «*  the  judgment  of  God, 
'ttiat  f H^y  which  06nimit  such  *  things  are  worthy  of 
Afeath  !^they  are  told  that  ^^  neither  fornicators,  nor 
idoIht^rS)  nor  adulterers,  nor*  efi^ninate,  nor  abusers 
of  thitasdves  with   mafnkind,     nor   thieves,    nor 
etfretovs^  Aov  drunkards^  nor  tevilers,  nor   extor* 
titfners/  shall  inh^ifit  the  kingdom  of  God."    ''  The 
fr^eeofNQ>odkath  appeared  tan td  all  men,  teaching 
ifyem  W'defty  ufigddliness  iitid  worldly  luSts,  and  to 
Kre's^berlyv  iri^teously^  and^odly,  in  the,  world/' 
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And,  to  make  it  still  plainer  (and  plainer  he  could 
not  make  it),  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  came  down 
from  heaven  on  purpose  to  walk  before  us,  saying, 
M  I  am  the  .way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life ;  no 
man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  me."  (John 
xiv.  6.) — 

**  b  he  a  way?    He  leads  to  God ; 
The  path  is  drawn  to  lines  of  blood  ; 
There  may  we  walk,  with  faith  and  zeal» 
Till  we  arrive  at  Zion's  hill." 

But  yet,  after  all,  this  is  but  holding  up  a  map  of 
the  road  to  a  blind,  ms^n.  The  light  '^  shineth  in 
darkness,  but  the  darkness  cpmprehendeth  it  not." 
The  plainest  and  most  awful  declarations  of  Scrip- 
ture are  unheeded  or  mistaken.  And  we  should  all 
have  continued  wandering  among  the  highways 
and  hedges,  till  we  had  perished  in  our  iniquity,  if 
God  had  not  taken  some  other,  and  more  effectual, 
method  to  compel  us  to  come  in.  It  is  therefore 
with  great  pleasure  and  .thankfulness  that  I  add— « 

£•  God  shews  us  the  path  of  life  by  his  Spirit. 

^\  It  is  the  Spirit  that  quickeneth ;  the  flesh  pro* 
fiteth  nothing:"  the  bare  words  of  Scripture  in 
themselves  are  a  dead  letter^  which,  *^  hearing,  we 
hear,  but  do  not  understand ;  and,  seeing,  we  see, 
but  do  not  perceive."  How  many  melancholy 
proofs. of  this  have  I  now  before  me  !  Persons  who 
have  sat  twenty,  thirty,  forty — I  had  almost  said 
fourscore  years,  under. th^  sound  of  the  Gospel; 
who  have  been  warned,  a  thousand  and  a  thousand 
times  over,  to  t^  flee  from  the  .wrath  to  come  ;*  and 
yet  are  going  on  as  secure  and  jocund  in  the  patha 
of  sin  as  if  they  had  never  heard  a  word  of  their 
guilt  and  danger.    That  this  is  not  the  case  of  all ; 
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that  any  of  us  have  thought  on  our  ways,  and 
toraed  our  feet  unto  God's  testimonies,  and  are  in- 
qairing  the  way  to  Zion  with  our  faces  thither- 
ward; is  owing,  not  to  our  superior  sagacity  and 
resoltition,  but  only^  and  entirely,  to  the  secret 
instigatioB  and  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God  ;  who,  as  a  voice  behind  us,  whispered,  **  This 
is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it  y  and  by  his  sweetly  con- 
atfainiDg  influence  inclined  and  enabled  us  to  do 
80.  He  overcame  in  us,  and  for  us,  all  the  obstacles 
and  oppositions  in  our  way  ;  enlightened  our  under- 
\  standings,  and  led  us  into  all  truth  :  and  then  it  was 
that  the  prayer  of  the  Psalmist,  and  the  promise 
of  Jehovah,  received  their  full  accomplishment; 
"  Teach  me  to  do  thy  will ;  for  thou  art  my  God : 
thy  Spirit  is  good :  lead  me  into  the  land  of  upright- 
ness/' (Ps.  cxliii.  10);  and,  "  I  will  put  my  Spirit 
within  yoiT,  and  cause  you  to  walk  in  my  statutes, 
and  ye  shall  keep  my  judgments,  and  do  them/' 
(Ezek.  xxxi.  S7.) 

In  this  manner  doth  God  show  us  the  path  of 
life:  and  the  recollection  of  it  gives  the  highest  sa- 
tisfaction to  gracious  souls,  even  in  circumstances 
of  the  greatest'  outward  gloom  and  distress.  When 
tbay  have  been  a  long  While  languishing  under  a 
paiiiful  and  incurable  distemper :  their  body  at  last 
emaciated,  and  their  strength  gone,  and  "  heart 
and  flesh  failing;"  in  the  midst  of  all,  how  cheer- 
fully they  look,  and  say:  '' '  None  of  these  things 
move  me/  I  believe  it  seems  worse  to  standers-by 
than  to  myself.  *  My  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glo/y 
rejoiccth  ;  my  flesh  also  shall  res-t  in  hope  :'  for 
God  hath  shown  me  the  path  of  life.  He  passed  by 
me  as  I  lay  in  my  blood.      He  looked ;   he  loved ; 

VOL.  !!•  p 
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and  he  said  unto  me,  Live.  He  breathed  into  me 
the  breath  of  life,  and  I  became  a  living,  soul  :* — 
a  tnexcy  for  vvhi^b  I  can.  never  be  thankful  enough. 
This  is  that  which  hath  sweetened  all  the, bitter 
trials  I  have  passed  through.  This. is  that  which 
supports  me  now  in  the  manner  you  see,  umler 
bodily  infirmities  and  decays.  I  care  not  what  be^ 
comes  of  this  vile  body — let  it  die,  and  be  thrown 
into  the  grave,,  and  left  there,  a  prey  to  worms, and 
putrefaction. — 1  rejoice,  yea  and  I  will  rejpice,  in 
the  Lord ;  for  my  soul  shall  live  to  praise  him.'' 

IL  The  Christian  rejoices  in  the  assurance  of 
being  conducted  safe  to  glory. 

^^  Thou  wilt  show  me  the  path  of  life.''     it  hath 

■ 

been  a  difficulty  with  many  a.  dying  saint,  when 
he  has  found  himself  just  ready  to  quit  this 
v^orld  and  launch  into  eternity.  How  shall  a  poor 
stranger,  in  such  a  dark  and  untried  abyss,  find  the 
path  of  life  ?  I  read  of  principalities  and  powers, 
and  spiritual  wickednesses  in  high  places;  and  my 
inveterate  adversary,  the  devil,  is  called  the  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air  :  will  he  not  molest  my  spirit 
in  its  passage  through  his  territories  P  What  if  I 
should  lose  my  way  !  What  if  I  should  be  assaulted 
and  overcome  by  chose  powers  of  darkness,  and 
never  get  to  heaven  after  all ! — Here  faith  comes 
in  to  his  relief;  reminds  him  of  the  divine  per- 
fections and  promises ;  what  God  hath  said,  and 
what  he  hath  done,  for  his  security  and  comfort; 
quotes  these  and  such-like  texts  of  Scripture  to 
him :  *'  The  angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round 
about  them  that  fear  him,  and  delivereth  them" 
(Ps.  xxxiv.  7) ;  for  he  shall  give  bis  angels  charge 
over  thee,  to  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways  (Ps.  xci.  U); 
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**  Are  they  not  alj  ministering  spirits,    sent  forth 
to  minister' for  them  who  shall  be   heirs  of  sal- 
vation ?"  (Heb.  J.  14,)    "  And  the  beggar  died,  and 
was  carried  by  the  angels  into  Abraham's  bosom" 
(Luke  xvi.  S9) ;  and,  above  all,  **  I  will  never  leave 
thee  nor  forsake  thee/'  (Heb.  xiii.  5  )      This. gives 
new  spirits  to  the  almost  fainting  believer,   and  he 
goes  on  singing,   ^^  ^  Yea,  though   I  walk   through 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  1  will  fear   no 
evil ;   for  thou  art  with  me :    thy  rod  and  thy  staff, 
they  comfort  me/     I  have  b^en  distressed  abou^ 
my  poor  soul,  what  will  become  of  it  when  it  goes 
out  into  a  new  world;   but  now  I  am  perfectly 
easy ;  ^  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed,   and  I  am 
persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  what  I  have  com- 
mitted unto  him  against  that  day/    Thou,  gracious 
Saviour,  wilt  show  me  *  the  path  of  life/    Though 
it  be  new  to  me^  it  is  not  so  to  thee.     Though  an 
host  should  encamp  against  me,  in  this  will  I  be 
confident ;  for  ^  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  <jeath, 
nor  life^  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers, 
nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height, 
nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord/  " 

Improvement. 
\.  How  thankful  should  we  be  for  the  Gospel 
revelation ! 

One  great  end  of  the  holy  Scriptures  is,  to  ^ut  it 
past  all  doubt  that  there  is  such  a  blessed  life  to  be 
expected  in  another  world,  and  to  show  us  the 
way  to  it,  "  These  thinjgs  have  I  written  unto  you 
that  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  that 
ye  might  know  that  ye  have  eternal  lite/'  ( i  John 
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V.  IS.)    Reason  may  argue  plausibly  in  favour  of 
the  immortality  of  the  soul,  &Qjl  ^  future  state  of 
rewaxdaand  punishments  ;  hut  ^hat  sqcb  guilty  anct 
depraved  creatures  should  be  admitted  into  the  pre-  . 
aence  of  God,  and  made  partakers  of  such  fulnesa 
of  joy,  and  everlasting  pleasures,  is  more  th^/i  rea:- 
son  could  demonstrate  or  discover.     '^  £ye  hath 
not  seen  9  nor  ear  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered,  iota 
the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,   what  God  hath  pre« 
pared  for  them  th^t  love  him.''      It  w^  a  voice  from 
heaven  that  said,   ^'  Write«    Blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord/'  (Rev,  xi.  13.)    We  should 
be  thankful  that  a  voice  from  heaven  did  say    this ; 
aad  we  should  be  thankful  that  it  was  written  too, 
for  it  is  in  those  sacred  writings  that  life  ^nd  im- 
mor tali ly  are  most  clearly  brought  to  light.    In  the 
Gospel   there  are  such  distinct  and  aniibating  d^ 
aeriptions  of  heaven,  that  it  ia  no  wonder  Christians 
are  so  impatient  to  be  gon^,  where  they  may  have 
light*  without  darkness,  fulness  without  want,  joy 
without  grief,   health  without  sigkness,  day  without 
night,  and  life  without  death.^^r — I  say,    what   a 
mercy  is  it  to  be  assured  of  all  this  by  the   written 
word  of  God ;  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  mece   con** 
jecture  or  report,   but  that  we  have  it  undqr  God'^ 
own  hand,  confirmed  by   ^^  sign^  and  wonders,   and 
divers  miradea,  and  gifts  of  tb^  Holy  Ghost  I" — 
that  this  precious  record  should  be  preserved  entire, 
amidst  all  the  enmity  and  opposition  of  the  powers 
of  darkoess ;  and  that  it  should  be  coi^veyed  tp  us, 
who  were  among  *'  the  multitude  of  the  isles''  a&r 
off  upon  the  sea ! — and  that  it  should  be  continued 
among  us  so  many  ages,  when  those  nations  which 
live  00,  or  near^  the  very  spot  where  Christ  and  hia 
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aposdes  firtt  published  the  glad,  tidings^  are  long 
ago   degenerated   into   the   most   deplorable    igno* 
lance  !— »that  the  Gospel   should  yet  be  preseryed 
among   us;  that  we  have  such  a  rule   to  live  by, 
and  such  a  hope  to   die  by! — Oh^   if  you   have 
ever  been   called  to  attend  a  dying  Christian,  and 
seen   with  what  composure  and  complacency  he 
looks  trpon   his  wasting  body;-^what   sattsfaction. 
he   takes  in  every  new  symptom  of  his  approach* 
ing  dissolution  ;-^how    he  comforts  himself    un* 
der  present  paios,  by  anticipating  the  joyful  hour 
when    he  shall  put  off   this  vile  bbdy,    and  get 
among  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect ;— what 
a  cordial  it  is  to  him  to  talk  about  heaven  ;'-*-how' 
he  relishes  the  description,  and  longs  to  realize  it  ;«»• 
with    what  calmness   he    feels   the   banda  of  life 
loosening,  and  asks,  ^^  Is  this  dying  I  I  hope  it  is* 
Do  not  you  think  it  will  soon  be  over?  Tell  me:  it 
will  not  hurry  me  :    I  am  not  afraid  to  die.      Comey 
Lord  Jesus;   come  quickly;** — with  what  pleasure 
be   repeats,  or  hears  dthers  repeat,  such   texts  as 
these :  **  Tn  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions  ;'* 
"  I  go   to  prepare  a  place  for  you  :**  "  There  le* 
maineth  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God:'*    *'  I  have 
fought  a  good   fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I 
have  kept  the  faith  j   henceforth  there  is  laid  up  fo^ 
me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the 
righteous  Judge,   shall  give  me  at  that  day;  and 
not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  that  love  bis  ap- 
pearing*^  1  say,  if  you  have  ever  been  witnesses 

to  such  a  scene  as  this,  you  must  have  seen  the 
worth  of  a  written  Gospel ;  when  one  text  of  Scrips 
ture  hath  elevated  the  soul  into  a  perfect  transport 
<^  joy)  ^  ^be  very  time  that  the  richest  cordials  of 
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buman  preparation  have  been  scarcely  able  to   keep 
nature  from  fainting. 

2.  How  sharply  to  be  reproved,  and  greatly  to 
be  pitied,  are  they  who  will  not  walk  in  the  path 
of  life,,  though  God  hath  so   plainly  showed  it  to 

them  I 

And  I  may  add,  What  a  melancholy  considera- 
tion is  it,  that  these  should  make  up  the  greatest 
part  of  almost  every  numerous  assembly! — for 
^'  wide  is  the  gate,  and  broad  is  the  road,  that 
leadcith  to  destruction,  and  many  there  be  which 
go  in  thereat." 

I  was  thinking  of  reasoning  with  you.  I  said^on, 
because  I  am  afraid  there  are  some,  perhaps  many, 
of  this  unhappy  character  before  me.  I  say  there- 
fore again,  I  was  thinking  of  reasoning  with  you, 
in  the  words  of  Jehovah;  "Turn  ye,  turn  ye;  for 
why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel  ?" — Why,  in- 
deed, will  ye  die,  when  ye  are  so  freely  offered,  and 
earnestly  entreated,  to  live  ?  "  The  spirit,  and  the 
Bride  say.  Come ;  and  let  him  that  heareth  say. 
Come;  and  let  him  that  is athirst,  Come;  and  who* 
soever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely." — 
I  thought  to  have  told  you,  that  the  King  of  Glory 
himself  condescends  to  stand  at  your  door  and 
knock,  saying,  "  If  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and 
open  to  me,  I  will  come  in  and  sup  with  him,  and 
he  with  me;"  "  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest ;  take 
my  yoke  upon  you ;  and  learn  of  me,  for  I  am 
meek  and  lowly  in  heart/'  And  his  commandments 
are  not  grievous.  He  requires,  indeed,  that  you 
cast  away  your  transgressions  wherewith  you  have 
transgressed ;''  that  you  abstain  from  ^^  fleshly  lusts, 
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which  war  against  the  soul ;"  and  that  you  "  set 
your  affections  on  things  above,  and  not  on  things 
on  the  earth."  And  where  is  the  hardship  of  all 
this  ?  Doth  not  every  one  know  that  "  the  pleasures 
of  sin  are  but  for  a  season/'  and  that  they  leave  a 
dreadful  sting  behind  ?  Doth  not  every  one  know 
that  "  the  feshion  of  this  world  passetfa  away ;"  and 
that  while  it  continues,  it  is  no  better  than  on^ 
great  scene  of  "  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit  ?'* 
And  will  not  "  fulness  of  joy,  and  pleasures  for 
evermore/'  in  the  presence  of  God,  hereafter, 
richly  compensate  any  little  pains  we  may  be  at, 
in  denying  and  subduing  a'  carnal  and  corrupt 
affection  here  ?  Doth  not  your  own  judgment  and 
conscience  tell  you,  that  an  interest  in  this  pure, 
perfect,  never-ending  felicity,  is  preferable  to  any 
thing,  every  thing,  that  can  be  set  in  competition 
with  it  ?— I  thought  to  have  told  you  whither  the 
load  you  are  now  in  was  leading  you,  and  what 
«  the  end  of  these  things"  would  be  ;  and,  if  you 
would  not  hearken  to  me,  that  I  would  take  my 
leave  of  you,  in  the  words  of  that  celebrated 
Preacher;  «  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  youth, 
and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy 
youth,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  thine  heart,  and  in 
the  sight  of  thine  eyes ;  hut  know  thou,  that  for  all 
these  things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment !" 

(EccKxi.9.)-^ An  address  something  like  this  I 

had  intended;  but  thought  I,  to  what  purpose  all 
this  waste  of  argument?  Have  not  all  these  things 
been  urged  already,  and  urged  in  vain?— Well,  but 
there  is  one  consideration  which  hath  not  yet  been 
touched  upon,  who  can  tell  but  it  may  be  effec- 
tuali  1  beseech  you,  then,   to  turn  into  "  the  path 
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.    of  lift?/'  by  the  ea^y  and  peaceful  end  of  those  who 
have  walked  tbereia.     It  were  worth  while  to.  be  ^ 
Christian,  if  itwereoaly  for  the  sufxports  Christianity 
administers  in  sickness.     You  know  ^^  it  is  appoint^* 
ed  to  ^11  men  once  to  die."     Even  you  yourselves, 
young  and  healthy^as  you  may  now  be,  and  far  as  yoa 
may  put  the  evil  day  from  you»  yet  you  cannot  but 
know  that  you  must  one  day  die,  as  well  as  others  ; 
and  you  see,  from  the  instance  before  us,   that  it  is 
possible  to  die  young.      God,  that  weakened  Jker 
strength  in  the  way,   may  ahor ten  your  days;  and 
suppose  he  should — suppose  you  were  this  evening  to 
be  attacked  with  a  cough,  ot  a  pain   in   the  side^ 
or  spitting  of  blood,  or  any  of  the  other  symptoms 
of  a  consumption.     At  first,  perhaps,  you  take   no 
notice  of  it :    or  hope  by  air  and  exercise,    or  biy. 
rest  and  relaxation,  to  shake  it  off  again.     By  de-* 
grees   the   disorder  increases :.    business,  and  eveor 
diversions,  grow  burdenaome ;    and  you  cannot  bear, 
late  hours  and  riotous  excesses,   which  have  been* 
the  greatest  pleasure  of  your  life.     You  begin  to 
grow   uneasy  and  fretful,  and   inwardly   cUFse  the 
distemper ;    and  perhaps  blaspheme  the  God  that 
'  sent  it  upon  you,  or  that  doth  not  heal  it  again  at  • 
your  prayer.     By  and  by  you  are  alaraied,  and  in 
the  greatest  hurry  send  away  for  the  pbysieiah)  and 
submit   to  the  most  nauseoua  and.  mortifying  regi* 
men,  and  beg  himi  to  exert  his  utmost  skill:  to  rid  ^ 
you  of  this  tormenting  cough.     A  momentary  roiti^ 
gat  ion  gives  you  new  spirits,  and  yon  do  not  dsubl : 
but,   when  spring  comes  pn^  .  or  ^  little  good  wm* . 
ther,  that  you  can  go  abpoad,  you  shall  soon  get 
well   again; — and  no  one  must  undeceive  yourt- 
i        every  amusement  that  can  be  thought  of  is  intro* 
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duced  into  your  chamber,  to  beguile  the  tedrous 
hours :  aud  s^l  that  come  to  visit  you  are  cautioned 
not  to  drop  a  word  about  death,  or,  danger,  for 
fear  of  hurrying  you.  At  length  the  symptoms 
grow  more  threatening,  and  so  many  of  Death's 
harbingers  show  themselves,  that  you  cannot  help 
taking  notice  of  them.  You  see,  by  the  looks  of 
those  about  yoM,  that  you  are^iven  over;  and  you 
feel  within  yourselves  that  you  have  but  a  little 
while  to  live^— — then— O  Ae  confusion,  the  con- 
sternation, the  horror  and  anguish,  that  wring 
JOINT  Tery  soUls«  All  the  sins  that  ever  you  com* 
mitted  are  s^t  io  dreadful  array ;  and  evfery  one  of 
tbein,  as  it  comes  up,  plunges  a  dagger  in  your 
heart.  You  begin  to  feel  what  an  evil  ind  bitter 
thing  it  is  to  sin  against  God.  **  The  sorrows,  of 
death  compass  you  about,  and  the  pains  of  hell 
take  hold  upon  you/'  You  weep;  you  tremble; 
you  even  roar,  by  reason  of  the  disquietness  of 
your  hearts:  and,  ^to  complete  your  guilt  and 
wretchedness,  you  fly  to  opiates  or  intoxication  for 
relief; — and  in  this  state  of  stupidity  or  distraction 
you  are  seized  by  the  king  of  terrors,  who  with  one 
tremendous  blow  hurls  your  bodies  into  the  grave, 

and  your  souls  into — .     And  thus  endeth  a  life 

of  pleasure ! 

O  how  different  this  from  the  closing  scene  de- 
scribed under  the  last  head !  There,  like  a  sum- 
mer's evening,  all  was  calm  and  serene.  Not  at  all 
afraid  of  evil  tidings,  his  ^*  heart  was  fixed, '  trust- 
ing in  God."  He  knew,  that  "  if  this  earthly 
house  of  bis  tabernacle  were  dissolved^  he  should 
have  a  building  of  God ;  an  house  not  made 
with  ham^s,  eternal  in  the  heavens.*^    This  made 
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him  confident,  and  willing  ^^  rather  to  be  absent 
from  the  body/'  that  he  might  '*  be  present  with  the 
Lord/'  And  when  "  He  which  testifieth  these  things^ 
saith,  Behold,  I  come  quickly/'  he  with  eager 
exultation  springs  forward  to  meet  him,  saying, 
"  Amen ;  even  so ;  come,  Lord  Jesus.** 

You  are  affected — you  wipe  your  eyes,  and  smite 
upon  your  breast,  and  cry,"  Let  me  die  the  death 
of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his  V* 
No,  that  will  not  do:  there  must  be  something 
more — there  must  be  a  great  deal  more  than  that. 
If  you  would  die  like  them,  you  must  Uve  like  them : 
if  you  would  be  happy  then^  you  must  be  holy  now. 
However,,  while  your  heart  is  softened  by  this  ten- 
der 8cehe,^go  home,  and  pray,  "  Lord,  show  me  the 
path  of  life.*'  ' 
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SERMON  V. 

AT  THE  FUNERAL  OF  MR.  JOHN  WHITHELD, 

WHO  DIBD   IN    DfiCKMBER,  1772. 


ECCLES.    VII.    2. 

It  is  better  to  go  to  the  house  of  mourning  than  to  go 
to  the  house  of  feasting;  for  that  is  the  end  ofa^U 
men  ;  and  the  iiving  will  lay  it  to  his  heart. 

**  So  you  say ;  but  who  do  you  think  will  believe 
it  ?  That  is  a  strauge  paradox  indeed  1  The  house 
of  mourning/  Why,  the  very  mention  of  it  is 
enough  to  make  one  melancholy.  What !  go  to 
hear  nothing  but  sighs,  and  sobs,  and  bitter  lamen- 
tations!—One  crying.  Oh,  I  have  lost  the  best  of 
husbands;  and  another.  Oh,  I  have  lost  the  best  of 
fathers ;  and  another.  Oh,  I  have  lost  an  affectionate 
brother  and  faithful  friend  ! — every  one  aggravating 
his  own  loss  as  the  greatest,  and  filling  the  house 
with  the  most  heart-piercing  shrieks  and  groans  !— - 
would  you  have  us  ^o  to  such  a  house  as  this  ? 
Would  you  have  us  prefer  -such  a  dismal  scene  as 
this,  to  our  jovial  meetings  where  all  is  festivity  and 
joy  }  You  might  as  well  say  that  darkness  is  better 
than  light,  and  that  the  grave  is  preferable  to  a  pa* 
lace.  No,  no ;  say  what  you  will,  you  never  shall 
persuade  us  to  leave  those  houses  where  we  have 
spent  so  many  happy  days,  and  happy  nights  too, 
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to  go  to  a  house  where  the  only  entertainment  we 
can  expect  is  to  weep  ourselves  blind." 

I  can  easily  belieye  you^  though  you  will  not  be- 
lieve me.  It  is  too  true,  I  am  afraid,  that  no  per- 
suasions of  mine  will  be  able  to  draw  you  to  the 
house  of  mourning.  O  my  friends!  the  arrows  of 
Death  are  flying  among  tis  thicker  than  common. 
Many  are  falling  on  this  side  of  us,  and  on  that ; 
and  we  know  not  at  whom  Death  may  be  even  now 
levelling  the  fatal  shaft.  Only  think  a  moment — 
what  if  it  should  be  at  one  of  you  !— The  thought 
may  give  you  pain;  but  let  me  beseejch  you  to 
pursue  it  a,  little  further*  Think,  whether  you  are 
prepared  to  go  fronj  this  house  to  your  bed,  from  your 

bed  to  the  grave,  from  the  grave  to .     Whither, 

oh  whither  would  be  your  next  remove  ? 

If  you  still  persist  in  your  refusal,  and  will  not 
heper8uaded;  forgive  me  this  wrong,  if  I  compel 
you  to.  go.  Curiosity  hath  brought  you  here»  and 
now  you  must  go  further,  whether  you  consent  or 
no :  <and  1*  hope,  painful  as  Jt  may  Mem  at  first, 
that  you  will  not  repent  your  visit.  However,  to 
compromise  the  matter  as  well  as  I  oacr^ 

i.  I  wilt  go  with  you  to  the  house  of  feasting, 
and  see  what  is  to  be  learnt  there  ; 
on  condition  that 

IL  You  will  go  with  me  to  the  house  of  mourn- 
ing, and  see  what  is  to  be  learnt  there ; 

and  if  you  are  not  convinced  by  what  you  there 
see  and  hear,  then  we  will  consider, 

m.  The  t^reacher's  reason  for  the  preference. 
Come  then, 

I.  Let  us  go  to  the  house  of  feasting. 

That  you  may  not  think  we  condemn  all  feasting 
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as  unlawful.  ^^  it  is  good  and  comely/'  says  the 
Preacher,  (Eccl.  v.  18.)"  for  one  to  eat  and  to  drink, 
and  to  enjoy  the  good  of  all  his  labour  that  he 
taketh  under  the  sun  all  the  days  of  his  life,  which 
Gk>d  giveth  him ;  for  it  is  his  portion/'  Religion 
doth  not  forbid  a  free  and  cheerful  use  of  the  por- 
tion God  gives  us,  but  rather  requires  us  to  be 
generous  to  ourselves  and  others,  in  proportion  to 
what  his  providence  bestows  ;  and  good  .diet  greatly 
conduces  to  lively  spirits.  We  may  even,  on  parti- 
cular occasions,  mix  with  a  large  company,  when 
the  provision  will  be  consequently  better  and  more 
plentiful  than  usual,  so  long  as  every  thing  is  con* 
ducted  with  decency  and  good-humour;  for  our 
Saviour  himself  thought  it  not  inconsistent  with  the 
dignity  and  purity  of  his  character  to  visit  such 
parties,  and  to  honour  the  feast  with  his  presence. 
Let  us  go,  theUj  and  see  what  we  can  learn  from  a 
feasts 

1.  We  lesrrn  the  greatness  and  goodness  of  God. 

The  first  sight  of  such  variety  and  profusion  fills 
us  with  grateful  admiration  of  that  great  and  gra^ 
ck>us  Being,  the  Most  High,  Possessor  of  Heaven 
and  Earth,  who  openeth  his  hand  and  satisfieth  the 
desire  of  every  living  thing.  We  recollect  with 
thankfulness  the  original  grant,  jn  the  S8th  verse 
of  the  1st  chapter  of  Genesis,  where  God  gave  our 
first  parents  *V  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea^ 
and  over  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  over  every  living 
thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth.''  We  are  par- 
ticularly afiected  wilh  the  thought,  that  God 
should  make  the  whole  creation  so  subservient  to 
anr  use,  not  merely  to  answer  the  demands  of  na- 
tur^^  but  to  gratify  the  luxury  of  appetite  ;  that  he 
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should  make  every  climate,  and  every  element, 
contribute  to  our  entertainment;  and  that  we 
should  fare  so  sumptuously,-  when  so  raany  would 
be  glad  to  pick  up  the  crumbs  under  our  table ; — 
that,  instead  of  keeping  us  *  upon  the  bread  of  ad- 
versity, as  thousands  are,  and  as  we  deserve,  he 
should  give  us  ^*  all -things  richly  to  enjoy,''  and  fill 
our  hearts  wi|:hifood  and  gladness. 

Stich  considerations  as  these  are  naturally  sug^ 
gested  by  a  feast:  and  if  they  are  encouraged  and 
improved ;  if  we  come  away  with  hearts  inflamed 
with  love  to  God,  whose  paths  drop  such  fatness 
upon  us ;  and  longing  for  that  better  feast  above, 
where  will  be  fulness  of  joy,  and  we  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  drink,  yea,  to  drink  abundantly,  of  the 
rivers  of  his  pleasure.: — I  say,  if  we  bring  away 
such  a  frame  as  this,  we  may  go  innocently  and 
profitably  to  the  house  of  feasting.  But  if  there 
be  some  good  to  be  learnt  there,  it  is  to  be  feared 
there  is  a  gres^t  deal  of  bad  ;  for, 

S.  We  learn,  also,  'the  great  ingratitude  and  de- 
pi'avity  of  man. 

To  be  sure  it  might  be  expected,  that,  when  men 
have  eaten,  and  are  full^  they  should  bless  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  and  serve  him  with  cheerfulness  and 
gladness  of  heart  in  the  abundance  of  all  things  he 
giveth  them;  but,  instead  of  that,  they  *' sit  down 
to  eat  and  drink,  and  rise  up  to  play."  Hear  what 
the  prophet  says:  ^^  Woe  unto  them  that  rise  up 
early  in  the  morning,  that  they  may  follow  strong 
drink  ;  and  continue  until  night,  till  wine  inflame 
them !  And  the  harp  and  the  viol,  the  tabret  and 
pipe,  and  wine,  are  in  their  feasts:  but  they  regard 
not  the  work  of  the  Lord^  neither  consider  the  ope-% 
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ration  of  his  hands/'  (Isai.  v.  U,  13.)  Thus  the 
good  creatures  are  too  often  abused  to  the  di»^ 
honour  of  God  that  gives  them,  and  to  the  disgrace 
and  damage  of  those  that  use  them :  and  sometimes 
such  indecent  conversation  is  introduced,  and  such 
ensnaring  customs  are  enforced,  that  tender  con- 
sciences come  away  burthened  with  guilt  and 
grief.  Moses  knew  how  apt  mankind  were  to 
abuse  the  bounties  of  Providence,  and  therefore 
gave*  this  particular  caution :  *^  When  thou  shalt 
have  eaten,  and  art  full,  then  beware  lest  thou  for- 
get the  Lord  which  brought  thee  forth  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  from  the  house  of  bondage/'  fDeut« 
vi.  11.)  Job  had  many  heart*achings  on  this  very 
account:  .^^  His  sons  -went  and  feasted  in  their 
houses,  every  one  his  day ;  and  sent  and  called  for 
their  three  sisters,  to  eat  and  drink  with  tl^m.  And 
it  was  so,  when  the  days  of  their  feasting  were  gone 
about,  that  Job  sent  and  sanctified  theih,  and  rose 
up  early  in  the  morning,  and  offered  burnt-offerings 
according  to  the  number  of  them:  for  Job  said.  It 
may  be  that  my  sons  have  sinned,  and  cursed  God 
iu  their  hearts*  Thus  did  Job  continually/'  (Job  i, 
4,5.) 

From  this  account  of  feasts,  it  should  seem  as  if 
little  were  to  be  learnt  there  but  profaneness  and 
intemperance;  and  that,  as  they  are  generally  con« 
ducted,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  go  to  them  but  it 
is  necessary  to  offer  one  of  Job's  burnt-offerings  the 
morning  after. 

But  we  have  been  long  enough  in  the  house  of 
feasting — too  long,  perhaps,. for  the  solemnity  of  the 
.present  occasion.  Let  me  now  desire  you  to  ac- 
company me 
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IL  To  the  bouee  of  mournings  andl  see  vrhat  ist^ 
be  learnt  there. 

Many  occasioDs  there  oaay  be  to  make  a  house 
the  seat  of  sorrow,  but  the  context  leads  us  to  una- 
derstand  tbe  eKpression  of  a  house  where  disath  htttfi 
fately  entered;  BSkd  made  way  for  grief  and  tears.^-^ 
Among  the  many  useful'  instructions  to  be  met 
with,  take  the  following. 

1.  We  learn.'the  exceeding'sinfulne^of  sin. 

At  our  first  entrance^  into  tbe  bouse  we  find  ail 
thefomily  in  tears:  tiur  eye'affectia  our  hearts,  and 
we  begin  to  think,  what  could  be  the  cause  of  so 
much  misery*  The  apostle  tells  us  at  once:  '^  By 
one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by " 
sin ;  and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all 
have  sinned/*  (Rom.  v.  10.)  "  Fools  make  a  mock 
at  sin  /'  call  it  by  the  soft  names  of  slips,  failings^ 
frolics,  constitutional  infirmities;  and  wonder  that  any 
should  make  so  much  ado  about  it;— *tfaey'tbink  that 
the  Lord  doth  not  see,  or  will  not  i-egard,  what  such 
insignificant  creatures  as  they  do.— 'Will  he  not? 
Go  to  the  hou«e  of  mourning,  and  see  what  one  sin 
hath  done.  Though  it  was  committed  so  many 
thousand  years  ago,  and  though  so  many  millions 
have  already  died  for  it,  the  justice  of  God  is  not 
yet  satisfied,  but  insists  upon  it^  that,  as  all  have 
sinned,  all  must  die.  If  it  had  not  been  for  sin, 
those  heart-rending  distresses  had  never  been 
known  :  we  might  hafe  lived  on  all  the  days  of  our 
appointed  time  m  one  uninterrupted  scene  of 
domestic  felicity ;  and  when  the  head  of  a  fisimily, 
like  a  shock  of  corn,  was  fiilly  ripe  for  heaven,  a 
fiery  chariot,  or  a  vi?sible' con voy  of  angels  perhaps* 
would  have  been  sent  down  to  conduct  the  venera* 
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ble  MiDt  to  glory:    and  if  his  friends  below  did 
•tand  for  a  moment  looking  at  him  as  he  ascended, 
bis  translation  would  be  no  interruption  to  their 
wort  or  happiness.      But  now,  when  the  parting 
iime  comes,  the  very  apparatus  of  death  are  formi- 
dable:   a'  darkened  room,    whispering  attendants) 
weefiiag  friends ;— 4he  disorder  perhaps  oilt  of  the 
leach  of  medicine ;   many  efforts  made^  but  all  in- 
effectual ;  symptoms  ,  grow  more  and  more  alarm* 
log ;    the  case  becomes  desperate ;  hope  is  as  the 
giving  up  of  the    ghost:    nature  is*  spent;    pain 
ceases ;  the  breath  shortens ;  the.  soul,  finding  this 
earthly  house  no  longer  tenantable,  gives  a  faint 
struggle  or  two,  and  escapes,  leaving  a  breathless 
putrefying  carcase  behind !  Can  we  look  at  such  a 
scene  as  this,  and  not  execrate  sin,  the  cause  of  all 
this  misery,  and  not  resolve  to  pluck  up  this  root 
of  bitterness,  and  be  the  death  of  that  which  hath 
been  the  death  of  our  friend,  and  threatens  to  be 
the  death  of  us  ?    Death  could  never  have  broken 
in  upon  us,  if  sin  had  not  opened  the  door :    and  it 
would  be  strange  insensibility  not  to  give  a  sorrow- 
fill  look  back  to  the  .forbidden  fruit,  and  the  sentence 
that  was  passed  relating  to  it:  ^^  In  the  day  that  thou 
eatest  thereof  thoju  shalt  surely  die/'^-^See,  my  soul, 
what  follows  upon  disobedienoe :  and  in  the  iall  of 
Qoe^  see  the  fate  of  all.    This  is  the  way  of  all  flesh, 
and  it  will  quickly  come  home  to  ita^.     I  will  take 
care  it  shall  not  hurt  my  soul,  however  it  may  de* 
stroy  my  body.    I^hall  now  hate  it  with  aperfiect 
katred,  and  watch  against  it  as  the  worst  enemy  I 
have. 

Sure  it  were  worth  going  to  the  house  of  mourn- 
ings if  we  learnt  nothing  but  that. 

irOL.  II.  G 
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When  we  ceme  into  the  hoQsey  and  Me  what  d«^ 
soIflitioQ  is  made  there;  hew  neither pruyirffir  no¥ 
prescriptions  could  prevail  to  wmd  off  the  iaifti 
blow  }-^when  vre  6ee  those,  who  but  the  other  day 
were  the  most  active  and  usefulf  now  Ke  stretclied 
en  the  bed  of  death,  unable  to  speak  a  Word  or 
move  a  finger  for  the  assistance  of  those,  who*  had 
been  alwaya  ufced  to  look  up  to  them  as  their  chief 
dependence  and  support :  we  eigh>  and  My  with 
thePsaltniat^.  ^"^^  Lord^  what  is  man,  that  thoU  takeit 
know^led^e  of  him ;  or  the  son  of  man,  that  thoti 
makest account  of  him!  Man  is  Irke  to  vanity;  hi# 
days  are  as  a  shadow  that  pteseth  aWay/'  (Ps. 
exliv«)  ^^  Verily;  every  man,  at  his  best  esttite,  ia 
Altogether  vanity/'  I  ede  there  4s  no  dependeii^  on 
any  thih^  in  this  world.  What  signifies  it  to  cAr^^  ^ 
about  whdt  I  cannot  Ar^^/  Death  tears  it  froni  me, 
fhbngh  I  fold  it  in  my  arms,  or  bind  it  to  tny  h6aR« 
I. thought  I  had  a  friend  for  life}  but  ^«  lover  and 
fHendare  put  ftir  ftom  me,  and  mine  acquaintance 
into  darkness/'  I  Will  tiake  care  for  the  Aiture  tiot 
to  love  the  Wdrld  ai  I  have  done.  I  wiU  not  allow^. 
my  affections  to  run  out  so  inordinately  on  any 
thing  pertaining  to  this  dying  WorM.  I  wUt  ^*  ite* 
jbice  as  thongU  I  rejt^^ed  not,''  and  I  ^i}i'^itise|> 
asthbikghlweptndt,"^'  and  I  Will  ''buy  fa8thoi»|^ 
I  fioiaessedtnot}''  and  be  as  indlfnerent.  ^s  pbHiiiik 
to  the  joys'}  ot  sorrov^s  of  this  short  and  very*  4>r^ 
carious  lif^,  and  bend  all  my  lAioughts  and-  carte 
ii|)on  securing  a  retreat  in  heaven^  whefe  siA*  and 
separations  $hall  be  known  no  more  at  all.' 

3.  I^he  worth  bf  tiini^. 

It  was  an  excelleift  pMyer  of  Moies  t    «^  8b  teadk 
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us  to  number  our  daya,  that  we  may  apply  out 
iMartaruRto  wUdom*''  (Ps.  xc,  19.)  We  ail  number 
CHl^<kl;^in  aome  sort  or  otbe^  but  for  the  most 
imt  ana  wretchedly  out  in  our  oalculation.  We 
hear  the  Psalmiat  say  (verse  10)  ^^Tbe  days  of  our 
yesurs  are  Ihneeacore  years  and  ten;"'  and  from 
tbenoe  conclude  that  we  shall  certainly  live  to 
seventy,  and  in  all  probability  our  strength  will 
hold  out  to  fourscere  ;  aad  then  having,  as  we  thinkj 
ib  mueh  time  upon  our  hands,  we  foolishly  squandes 
aw»y  year  lifter  year,  depending  upon  having  time 
enough  for  religioii  twenty,  thirty,  or  even  forty 
years  hence.  Let  us  go  to  the  house  of  mournings 
and  see  if  we  have  ground  for  this  presumption. 
There,  they  tell  us  of  a  Branch  lately  cut  off;  a  young 
person  just  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  with  a  constitu- 
tion that  promised  many^  many  yeare'  continuance; 
but  Grod  weakened  her  strength  in  the  way:  «ho 
shortened  her  days.  And  now  the  axe  was  laid  to  the 
Root  of  the  tree,  and  presently  down  it  came,  though 
as  it  were  in  his  full  strength,  with  his  breasts  full  of 
milk,  and  his  bones  full  of  marrow.  He  also  is  lain 
down  in  the  dust,  and  the  worms  shall  cover  him; 
and  both  of  them  seem  to  call  to. us  from  under  the 
cfods,  '*  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it 
with  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no  more  work,  nor  de» 
tice,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom,  in  the  grave, 
whilher.thou  goest.''«~— ^  Is  there  not  ?  Then  I  will 
iiotbe  so  lavish  of  my  time  as  I  have  been.  The 
time  past  ^hall  suffice  to  have  wrought  the  will  of 
the  iesh  ;  and,  Isyiog  aside  every  weight,  and  the 
sin  that  doth  most  easily  beset  me,  1  will  run  with 
fiatience  the  race  that  is  set  before  me,  and  give  dili- 
gence to  make  my  calling  and  election  sure.    1  will 
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attetm)  0,  nothing  elate  till  tl^a^t  iDq9,titQj>0|i:tai|t.jK>^^ 
is  settled;  for  w^^t  should  I  be^  |)rofit(Ki^  ^  lyiefe  1^%q 
gaip  th^  iwhole  worlds  and  los^.  niy.o^a,^^9^lf^. J( 
^od  npiW,  that  I  cannot  be  ^ler^  qf  ^ivi^  ^.t^^ll  Wf>» 
aa  I  fondly  dreamt  1  should.  I  ^qg  jlih^l^^per^ii^^K 
nm^die  young,  and  do  dieyouj^;  and  \iqyr  i^,\ 
know,  but  I  miay  die  young  too !  The  yery  t^9^g|^]t 
Qf  crying  in  my  present  condition  makeit.  .n^^i%h|i4r 
der:  I  will  not  give  sleep  to  my  eye9,  poij.^J^ai^^ 
to  my  eye-lids,  till  I  have  lodged  .inysopl  with 
Christ,  who«  lam  a$sured,  is  ahle  to  keep  wha^i^pA 
I  commit  unto  him  against  that. day/ 
4«  Thepreciousnessof  Christ. 
It  waa  our  Lord's  observation,  and  we  sae  it^daily^ 
^rerified,  .  "  They  that  ar^  whole  need  apt  a.  phy-* 
sician:  but  they  that  are  sick.''  Whenperson^  ^i^ 
vsaialy  puffed  up  in  th^ir  fl.eshly  minds,  and.  fapcy; 
themselves  to  be  "  rich,  and  increased  in  goods^  and 
to  have  need  of  nothing,"  they  always  think. meanly, 
qf  Chris^ :  "  What  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  J^estU^ 
tboi^.  Son  of  God  ?"  And  wbil^  th^y  ar^  in  faye^tlir 
and  spirits,  and  death  and  judgment  aj^  at  a  ,dJi,9r« 
tance,  their  confidence  keeps  up.  But  go.  tp  th^ 
house  of  mourning,  and  hear  what  becomes  of  it  at 
last..  When  a  man  comes  to  lie  upon  a  jbicI^.  h^d^ 
and  he  begins  to  anticipate  in  his  own  miqd.^h^i 
judgment  he  is  soon  to  be  called  tp  h^fore^.the^har 
of  Gpd ;  wbep  conscience  begins^to  reyoynd  hinjt  p£ 
his  breaches  of  God's, holy  law;,  and  . the  ^prd  le^ 
in  a  few  drops  of  bis  disple<|surej  which  i$| ;  n^orji;^ 
bittqr  tbap  death  ;  the  poor  affrighted  aoul  perceives' 
that  those  duties,  and  good  deed3,  and  inofft^iisiv^, 
.  behaviour,  which  he  had  boasted  so  much  o^  and 
trusted  so  much  to,  are  no  better  than  '*  filthy  rags/V 


SErfWli^  Mr.yolm'WhifJield.  85 

^fflh^fie^tfay^finotappear  in  before  the  holy,  holy, 
llily  'L'rffd  Gbdfy   He  perceivts,  and  confessed,  that 
be  h^h1>eerfalnuhptofi table  servant,  and  hath   not 
Aitteid^ thousandth  paftof  Mrhdt  he  ought  f6   have 
dbne,   tind  might  Have  done.     He  finds,  irom  what 
batlr  passed  already,   that  God  cknnot  be  deceived, 
ind't^Ul  not  be  naocked ;  and  that  he  niust  quickly, 
and  eternally,  perish,  if  God  enter  into  judgment 
with  him,  and  be  strict  to  ihark  iniquity.     Now  he' 
recollects,  what  he  hath  formerly  heard  with  indif- 
ference and  scorn,  of  the  righteousness  of  Christ, 
and  his  gracious  offer  to  be  a  propitiation  for  the 
«ins  of  the  world  ;  and,  oh  with  what  eagerness  doth 
he  stretch  out  his  feeble  arms  to  lay  hold  on  (he 
h6pe  set  before  him,  saying,  '^  Lord,  save  me,   or  I 
pft^rish:"  '*  Jesns,  thou  Son  of  David,  have   mercy 
dh"me  f*    **  What  things  were  gain  to  me,  those  I 
Miint  as  loss,   for  Christ:    yea,  doi^bttess,  and  I 
cbtint  all  things  but  loss,  for  the  excellency  of  the 
Enowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord ;   for  whom  I 
hieiTe  suffered  the  loss  of  all  things^  and  da  count 
them  but  dung,   that  I   may  win  Christ,    and  be 
fbcind  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteousness, 
wliclj  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the 
ftiith  of  Christ,  the  righteousness  which  is  of  God 

'*^"Niit)ly  said!  Well,  I  never  knew  so  much  of 
tfce#\)rtSof  Christ  before.  I  have  hitherto  tived 
^t1)6ut<bhVidt  in  the  world,  and  I  thought  I  could 
<i?2f*{il'itRbut  him  too;  biir  n6w  1  see  there  is  no 
kiabtt-thing.'  tdin  astonistied'at  his  goodness,  that 
bb'haVti%ornksomuch  neglect*  and  insult  from  rtie: 
thfe  hihg 'suffering  of  his  encourages  me  'lO  htt^e 
for'f&rther  flavour.*    I^  will  go  home-  and  tjestech 
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him  to  save  me  too.  1  will  tell  him,  if  he  will'  be 
iny  Saviour,  he  shall  be  my  Prince.  I  will  "**  tak* 
with  me  words,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  say  Unto 
him,  talce  away  all  iniquity,  and  receive  us  'gra- 
ciously, so  will  we  render  the  calves  of  our  Tips. 
Asshur  shall  not  save  as  :  we  will  not  ride  upon 
horses:  neither  will  we  say  any  more  to  the  work 
of  our  hands,  "  Ye  are  our  gods:  for  in  thee  the 
fatherless  find  mercy/*  •*  Other  lords  have  hiHl 
dominion  over  me  ;  but  from  this  time  forth  I  will 
make  mention  of  thy  name  only,'*  and  expect  from 
thee  alone,  righteousness,  strength,  and  salvation/ 

5,  The  reality  of  religion,  which  not  merely  sup^ 
ports,  but  comforts,  a  believer  under  the  greatest 
and  most  heart-piercing  calamities. 

When  such  a  stroke  hath  fallen  on  some,  it  pre« 
lently  throws  them  into  an  agony  of  grief  and  rage: 
they  kick  and  toss  Uke  bullocks  unaccustomed  to 
the  yoke;     quarrel  with    Providence,   and  charge 
God  foolishly,  and  refuse  to  be  comforted:    and   be- 
cause  they  are  thus  outrageous;  they  think  every 
one  else  must  be  so  too.     But   go  to  the  house   of 
mourning,  and  there  you  will  see  the   triumphs  of 
grace.      There   you    will  see    nature  melted  into 
tears,  deeply  affected  whh  the  heaviness  and  sm^rt 
of  the  stroke;    and  yet  meekly  kissing  the  rod,  and 
blessing  the  band  that  holds  it;  and  (if  I   may  so 
speak)  with  an  April  countenance,  a  kind  of  mourn* 
ful  smile,  saying,  "  It  is  the  Lord,   let  him  do  what 
seemeth  him  good  :*'  "  the  Lbrd  gave,  and  the  Lord 
liatb  taken  away  ;   and  blessed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord  :*'  *'  Although  my  house  be  not  so  with  God, 
yet  he  hath  made  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant, 
ordered  in  all  things  and  sure ;  and  this  is  all  my 
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^Iv^Uoo,  apd  all  my  desire^  aithou^  he  make  it 
apt  to- grow;''  and,  therefore, >'  tboo^  he  slay  me, 
yet  wjU  I  trust  in  him.'' 

'  You  are^a0ected,  and- cry  out  with  astonishment, 
'  Is  this  celigion  ?  Who  would  not  be  religious?  I 
aa^  quite  ashamed  of  myself.  Here  is  a  person  ail 
resignation  and  serenity,  under  trials  that  would 
have  jtyroed  my  brain  or  broke  my  heart,  I  will 
go beme  and  inquire  how  i  may  be  religious  too, 
•1  know  not  how  soon  I  may  be  called  to  bury  a  • 
•near  and  dear  relation ;  I  know  not  how  soon 
'  they  may  be  called  to  bury  me :  and  what  should 
1  do,  in  either  of  these  cases,  who  am  a  totai 
Mrangisr  tso  the  consolations  of  religion? — O  Thou, 
who  leadest  the  blind  by  a  way  which  they  know 
fkots  show  me  the  path  of  life.  What  I  know  fiot^ 
ieaqh  thou  me ;  and  wherein  I  have  don^  iniquity, 
I  will  do  so  no  more.' 

These  are  scmie,  and  hni  some^  of  the  lessons  to 
be  learnt  there.    And  now,  whether  it  be  not  bet- 
ter to  go  to  the  house  of  mourning,  than  to  go  to  the 
house  of  feasting,  .judge  ye.     But,  howjever,  lest 
any^  after  all,  should  .remain   unconvinced,    I  will 
just  mention,  and  shall  do   little  more  than  men- 
tion, 
III.  The  Preacher's  reason  for  this  preference. 
"  It  is  better,*'  says  he,    "  to  go  to  the  house  of 
mourning  than  to  go  to  the  house  of  •« feasting,  for 
this  is  the  end  of  all  men."     Every  one  of  your 
houses  will  in  its  turn  be  a    house    of  mourning; 
and  all  that  you  have  now   seen  done  for  the  de<* 
ceased,  shall   ere  long  be  done  for  you»     •'  What 
man  is  he  that  liveth,  and   shall  not  see  death? 
Shall  he  deliver  his  soul  from  the  hand   of  the 
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grave  ?*'    What  man  is  be  that  shall  escape  deattr  ? 
Is  it  the  ymmgvasin  ? — no ;  '*  man  at  his  best  totate 
is   altogether  vanit;y."      Is  it. the  rich  man? — no; 
^'  the  rich  man  also  died,  and  was   buried/'      Is  it 
the    good  man  > — no;    "  the  righteous    are  \taken 
awiBiy  from  the  evil  to  come/^  Is  it  the  wicked  man  ? 
—no ;  **  the  wicked  i»  driven  aVray  in  his  wicked- 
ness/**    In  short,  *'  it  i»  appointed  unto  all  men 
once  to  die/'   Numerous  as  this  assembly  is,   whea 
.  a  few  years  come  we  sl|«ll  a//  g«»  the  way  whence 
we  sh^ll  not  return,  and  ^*  the  places  that  now  know 
us  will  know  us  no  more/'    It  is   not  a  matter  of 
conjecture  or  probability  only :    the  setting  of  the 
sun   this  evening   is  not  'more  certain,   than    that 
every  individual  now  in   this   bouse  will  one  day 
be  numbered  among  the  dead.     '^  O  that  they  Were 
wiMs  tlMt^  they  undeniood  this,  that  thtey  ttduM 
consider   their  latter  end !"— It  is  unquestionably 
Jbetteic  to  go  to  the.  house  of  aiourniiig  than  to  g^  lo 
.ihQ  hoiftse#f>  feasting,  since  this  is  the  end  of  ail 
^s^H^-r^Sut,  after  all,   it  will  signify  iiotbiAgi.  ualMk 
ithe  Uvi«g  will  lay  it  tohis  heart* 
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'Although  my  house  be  not  so  with  God,  yet  he  tuith 
made  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant^  ordered  in 
all  things,  and  sure:  for  this  is  all  my  salvat^on^ 
and  all  my  desire^  although  he  make  it  not  tp 

]    grow. 

Tills  is,  if  I  may  so  express- it,  the  liviivg  speedi 
lof  adyiDg  saint ;  the  last,  best  refuge  of  a  belierer, 
.under  the  most  desolating  calam^ity.  Danrid  wall 
oaow  on  the  hrink  of  one  world,  a»d  looking  sted* 
Astly  into  another ;  at  which  time  he  had  some 
discouraging  apprehensions  about  bis  family:  it 
did  not  come  up  to  the  glorious  description  given  of 
It,  in  verses  3  and  4.  He  was  conscious  of  great* 
failings  in  himself;  and  he  had  lived  to  see  much 
wickedness  among  his  children  ;  and  he.  bitterly  la- 
mented family  defects,  as  well  as  fomily  decays; 
but,  in  the  midst  of  all,  he  encouraged  himself  in 
the  Lord  his  God.  *^  He  hath  made  with  me,''  says 
he,  '^  an  everlasting  covenant,  ordered  in  all  things 
and  sure.'* 

It  is  no  disparagement  to  royalty  to  accommo- 
date his  words  to  pious  persons  of  inferior  rank. 
£very  true  believer  hath  the  honour  and  happiness 
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of  being  a  partner  with  David  in  all  the  privileges 
of  this  gracious  covenant*  What  else  ca^  be  the 
meaning  of  that  extensive  grant  J  '^  Ho,  every  one 
that  thirsteth,  coihe  ye  to  the  wat^rs,  and  be  that 
bath  no  money ;  come  ye,  buy  wine  and  milk  .w^h-* 
out  money,  and  without  price/*  "  Incline  your  e^r, 
and  come  unto  me:  h^^?  and  your  soul  shall  live; 
and  I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  you, 
even  the  sure  mercies  of  David/*  (Isai.  Iv.  1  aqd  S.) 
I  therefore  make  no  apology  for  putting  these  wor(|s 
into  the  mouth  of  an  afflicted  Christian, 

Breach  upon  breach  have  followed,  one  another 
in  such  quick  succession,  that  few  houses  have  un- 
dergone so  many  changes  in  so  short  a  period. 
Only  about  eighteen  months,  and  three  children 
(and  such  children  too!) — and  now  their  fiUher — 
jtead.  Surdy  '^  if  in  tbi$  Iffe  only  tbey  had  hope, 
tbey  were  of  all  persona  most  miserable/'  *But 
^^  feith  16  the  substance  oif  itbings  hoped  for,  the  erf- 
tleDee  of  tfaiiigs  sot  seeA.^  ^It  elevates  the  soul  ^r 
tUbove  all  sublonsny  things,  w^here.  it  is  compara- 
tively unafieoted  with  the  wliirl  of  this  ever^-cbang* 
iog^ldbe;  and  opens  s«ich  prospects^  as  adn^inister 
not  merely  support,  but  consolation  and  triumph. 
it  sets  the  Christian  so  near  the  throne  of  Ciodf  and 
gtn^es  8uch  rapturous  and  appropriating  views  of 
the  dittine  perfections  and  prooiises;  the  tbings 
above  no  iftvite,  engage,  and  engross  their  atten- 
tion ;  thftt  tbey  scarcely  heed  what  passes  in  the 
world  below.  They  Jook  down  from  that  happy 
elevation — O  with  what  an  heroic  firmness  and 
eotaposnve  do  tbey  ook  down  !---'and  behold  the 
jgreat  desobtionflr  God  is  making  among  their  earthly 
tnmkfffB^    Tliey  njay  weep-*  ( indeed,  it  wfefjp  uh* 


• 

nMoral,  it  weM  litachiiitiaii,  not  to  weep,  laadsr 
Biich  smart  aYid  mpeated  atrolces  of  God's  tod-^ 
biit,  then,  thfey  ^'wteepas  thoogh  they  wept  not;*' 
Hod,  wi<li  aH  the  senenity  ^ad  exohatioti  of  this 
-emioeiit  t^di^ver  in  iXie  ,text,  say,  '^  Although  iriy 
house  be  not  ^  with  God,  yet  he  hath  madewdth 
me  an  Everlasting  covenant,  ordered  in  aU  thingl» 
imd  sure ;  for  this  is  all  my  salvation,  and  all  my 
desire,  although  he  make  it  not  togrow/'  A  passage 
Ml  of  the  most  valuable  inslaruction  and  ccmfiort. 
I  win  endeavour  to  comprise  as  much  of  it  as  suits 
oar  present  purpose,  under  this  one  general  obser^ 
vmion  ;  vi^. 

That  a  personal  interest  in  the  covenant  of  grace 
is  a  sufficient  support  under  the  greatest  £»afnly 
afflictions. 

For  the  iilustralion  and  hnprpvemeiit  of  this  da*^ 
ter^sting  point,  I  propose, 

'   {.  To  consider  the  mature  ami  propertrss  iof  that 
covenant  which  God  makes  with  ail  true  balievecs : 

II.  Show  that  a  personal i interest  in  it  is  a  saffi- 
cicnt  support  under iMsily  troubles. 

L  Let  us  inquire  4nto  tbe  nature  ^ and  psopettits 
of  this  covtoant. 

Now  the  coyenant^^I  mtean  the  covenant  of  ^aee 
•i-^is  nothtnf  else  but  a  ^eolleittion  of  ;peomisfes,  ex- 
eaediiig  great  and  :  precious;,  wiiereby  God  bath 
condescended  to  bind  himself  to  bestow  jDr  -such 
and  such  persons  the  most  important  b^srn^s  of 
lime  and  eternity.  ^'  For  this  is  the  eoveoant  that 
i  wtH  make  with  the  house  of  Israel  after  thoM 
dsys,  saith  tlie  Lord :  I  will  put  my  laws  into  ifaRsr 
mind,  and  write  them  in  their  hearts ;  attd  I  ynl\  he 
to  them  a  Qod,  and  they  shs^U  be  to  me  a^paoplo^ 
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«iwi.itt)ej(. sliall  fioti teach  w&^ mm^hifi  ^wA%\ihQmtti 
aodeY^ty  man  bis  brother^  aayisig,  Koo^il  ikin)hmd% 
for  qllfli^  l^nowme,  fa>n>  tlie  laaatty^  tb^^gcaitoMc 
t(>r.  I  widl  ba  tmarciful  to  their  iftinnf  hteMWieasv  aadl 
their  811)0  and  iniquities  will  I  ramemhw)  no  monk.'*^ 
(Heb.  viii*  40^—16.)    The.iii6n^of'tbe./ir.arM,.wii0( 
have  their  portion  in  this  life,  love  to  hf^  thioiciiig' 
and  talking  of  their  earthly  treasure :  find  it  would 
bie  the  highest  eatectainment  to  grafcious  somiJai^.Adi^ 
contemplate  the  infinitely  ricjber.  bl^ssingB  of  wWok: 
this  covepaot  is  full — pardoo  of  sinrr-an.enJigbJteQcid 
iinder8t^ndi9g*-*a  new  heart>!-*a  tend^  coosciMa^ 
— ^spiritual  affections — victory  over  deathr-«and  eter«t 
nal    life .  .and  blessedness.    What   oould  he  more 
agceeable  than  to  enlarge  on  such  topicn?    1  cans 
hardly  resist  the  temptation.     But  it  would  oarry 
iQe  too  far  imm .  my  present  design ;  and  besidesi 
we  may  m^eet  with  some  of  them  again,  under  Aha 
£Dllowing  properties  of  the  covenant,    which  our 
text  leads  us  to  oooaider.. 

U  It  is  an  **  everlastiiig  covenant/' 

*^  And  I  will .  mafcfe  an  •  everla^mg  >  covenant  with 
tj^em^that  I, will  not  tu^n  away  from  them i to  do 
th|sn)  good;  bnt  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts, 
tt^ttl^y  shall  not. depart  from  me.''-(Jer.  HKzii* 
40.)  The .  OQveKiaitt  may.  be  termed  <  ^eaorJasimff^ » in 
respect  of  itiicontrivaaee,  continuanoey-  and  advaot* 
tage.-^A.wos4  or  two  on  each*        »  -  » 

JF^rst  As  to  its pftptriiKanee»  ^^      /       ..  ^^  ^ 

It  was  s^gjeed  uppn,  finoni  eteraityi;>«>.iancisli| 
were  God's  ;^purpp8e#  of  .mercy  3o^^  iAiocoiriitig  ^as  Imt 
Ymfjt^  chosen  ^a  jn  him .  beforei theDfouftdafrioniDfi^be 
wp^d,  that  we  sho^ldc]^hllIy>  ^md^witltauit  bkaie' 
before  him  in  love"  (£pbu.i*)4.)i.  ^i>Aomrding  to  > 


the  elcmttl  *^ifMe  "wfaieh  lie  purposed  iif  ChtHt 
jMOfii ott«>  Load?'  (Efrfi.  Hi;  M.)  ^<  In  hope6f  eter^ 
nilitfey  witiohiGodi  fiat*  cMnoC- lie,  promised  be* 
iwa  lifae  iMtldHj^g^^'  (Tit/  i;  S.>-^^eh6ld  wliat 
manoer  ofiloveit  tfrhst  Let  ns  be  in  ever  so  much 
hsste,  We'iiiiKtbe  stupid  snd  inexcusable  lEigrates, 
lf'W^*do  not  pause >  a.  moment,  and  admire  t be  free 
graoef  and  > eternal  kindness  of  God,  to  worms  !-^ 
lkal'0eefa  insignificant  creatures  i^s'we,  sbould  havef 
bean  od'Ood^e^  heart  flrom  all  eternity ! — that'  tbiere' 
diooid  Jbe*  a  consultation  in  beave'n,  (if  I  may  SO 
8peab)*'t#  save  and  bless  us,  so  long  before  we  had 
ft  beii^ct-^that  all  the  mercies  we  are  hourly  re- 
oeiwing  are  only  the  accomplishment  of  God's  eter- 
nal purposes,  and  the  fulfilling  of  -  tho^e "  gra- 
cious designs  which  his  heart  had  so  many  ages  ago 
formed  in  our  favour !  Let  no  flesh,  then,  glory  iti 
his  presence ;  but  he  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  iti 
tbe  Lord/'  i 

Secondly.  It  is  of  ever)asting  continuance/    '    ' 
As  the  covenant  of  God  did  not  fte^'n  with  time, 
so  neitbet  wiil  it  end  with  it«     We  read;  indeed,  of 
a  covenant  of  God's  own  making.  Which  be  fonnd' 
fiialt  withv  as  insufficient  to  answer  bis  gracious 
purpoKs,  4nd  therefore  laid  aside:  «'  For  if  tbtefii^ 
covenant  .bad  4>eoii  fiuiltless,  then  sbould  no^  piiice 
have-  beeii^  sought'  lor  the  second/'  (Heb.Tiii.  T.y^ 
But  the  Gospel  covenant  bath  no  flaws,  and  there-^^ 
hn  will  never  be  superseded;  and  where  it  is  once 
nghtfytcntwred  into>  the  obligation  will  remain  for 
ever?  aikl  ^so-wiU  the  relation  that^floivs  i rem  it:' 
*';£ar  this  G4^  is  our  God  ibr  ever  and  ever:     He 
will«be  otta;giiide,evra>untodteth/*'  (Ps.^flviii.  14.)^' 
Bttt  thill  rcadilids  me  to  add. 
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Thifdiy,   That  it  wiU  be^of  ^werlqati^gi^ 

-  A  covenant  relation  to  Oodearriaar  inora-<W'iit 
tlmn  any  tempord  enjoyniei^ts  cafl  atBannttdi  :Af 
be  is  an  eteraal  God,  he  will  be  ftn;  ^eri^l  goo^ 
an  ot>erfiowing  and  an  ^Mrflowing  fotmtaia  ofblMw 
ednesa,  to  those  whom  he  takes  into  his  fiMrsor,  i  srhI 
tanks  among  his  friends*  On  this  aeodunt  the  Gkm* 
pel  covenant  is  styled  a  '^  &itfa'.ooveaant  ;^  became 
the  pnmiisea  of  thet>ld  correnant'iseve  mostly  tens** 
poral,  but  the  blessings  wherewith  God  badb  blessed 
OS  in  Christ  Jesus,  are  oUefly.  spiritual  and  eterftah 
When  be  promises  to  be  a  God  to  any  pettions^i  i* 
implies  that  he  will  befriend  them  in  a  manner  suit^ 
able  to  bis  infinite  per&otions^  As  it  .doth  not  be* 
eome  the  wealthy  potentates  ^f  tfae^arth  to  pnt^ff 
their  ohoicest  faroariteB  with  toys  and  trifles,  no*  it 
would  beunwwtby  of  God  to  confer  only  tempoml 
and  transitory  favours  on  his  faithful  fViends  and 
servants;  Whenever  he  distributes  favours,  he 
gives  like  a  God.  ^^  Bat  now  they  desire  a  better 
Country,  that  is,  an  heavenly:  wherefore  G6d  is 
not  ashamed  to  be  called  their  God;  for  be  -hatli 
prepared  for  them^  city"  (Heb.  ^i.  Ifi)*-^^'  a  eoo^ 
tifiuiog  city'' — <^  a  oity  which  bath  fouadations:''<M 
V  a  kingdom  whidi  cannot  be  nsoydd"*~''  an  inbei 
ritpnpe  which  is  incorruptible,  uadefiled,  and  that 
fiideth  not  away/' 

Now  what  is  there  in  death,  or  the  afflictions  ol 
this  transtrat,  momentary  life,  to  set  against  that 
happiness  which  will  befiesh  and  incrsasing  to  all 
eternity?  Smrefytfaeie  is  enough  in  the  everlastiiig 
covenant  to  bear  us  up  under  the  decaysK>f  natase^ 
and  the  greatest  iQCoav^nieiioes  of  Mortality.    You 
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'dutlivi^,  you  hsve  tmtVived,  other  cmnfbflts; 
but  tlie  Baltation  of  the  coTenaot  is  permanent  aod 
gbidiDg.  'And  if  you  ate  rightly  affected  witk  this, 
y0ti  VfiM  joim  neith  the  Psalmist:  ^^  I  will  singof tfae 
many  «f  <he  Lwdfor  ever:  with  my  moutb  will  I 
■Mke  kaowaiithy  iaithfultiesa  to  all  generations;  for 
I  Junrei»kl,  Menty  shall  be  built  up  for  ever ;  thy 
failiifiiltiesB  ahalt  tbott  establish  in  tfae  rery  hear 
VMS.''  ( Pa.  hccxix.  U  S.> 

AootheB  ipropaf ty  oi  this  covenant  is;  that  it  is, 

S.  '^  Ordeved  in  all  things"--* 
'  Happily  contrived  for  .the  benefit  of  tboee  who  are 
adnafttad  into  it.  it  tnust  be  so^  because  Infinite* 
Wisdom  bad  the  ordering  of  it.  If  it  bad  been  left 
to  us  to  draw  it  up,  We  should  no  donbt .  have  ex^* 
srled  our  utmost  skill  to  make  it  aa  comprebensive 
ind  favourable  as  we  could ;  but,  after  all;  we  should 
find  a  thousand  and  a  thousand  exigencies,  in  coa^ 
mon  life  and  Christian  experieuce,  which  we  had 
never  thought  of^  and  for  which  we  had  not  made 
die-  leaat  provisicm.  But  this  is  our  oonsolatioa, 
that  the  covenant  wte  ordered  by  Gdd  himself^  and 
ordered  ^^  in  all  tbinga/^  He  foresaw  every  oocuir* 
reoce  that  would  befki  his  people,  every  difficultly 
tbey  wottlil  meet  with  in  their  passage  through  the 
wildecneaS)  and  ordered  ^bis  cov«enant  acecvdingly: 
8D  that  now  belie  vera  may  always  depend' on  €nd^ 
iog  grace  to  help  in  every  time  of  need  :-*-»a  com* 
fartsble  citcumetance  this;  for  if  the  covenant  be 
eidecedinall  things,  tbei^it  is  ordered  in  tkid  very 
tUag  ^hach  now  perbaps  we'flnd  it  difficult  to  ap* 
pftiTe  er  acoountfov*  T^iua,  theeoi  dtspensation* 
which  have  made  amsh  bairoek  among vOutward  pdlK 
NaaioDs  aidieqjeyaieata,  cairy  in  tbeit  Uutt  the 
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hioici  mi^s*  ^  wis^  and  eomfetHiii;  'We'Cfe 
Uttden^a^^r.  iMrli^t  tkat  love  o«»  fac^  whidi  niofeb  m* 
^epvpj44b0^ot||(e€i9  of  It  ffOfD  aufferiogs ;  we  ««mm* 
aee«.  l¥|w^  caUiWliei^  whifh  ^  o^ertim,  oir«tiini^ 
Qve/ktt|kDi?  «Mie « ^oiolbrt  after  another,  tiH  we  liav0 
hardly^  obq  l^trthat  is  not  either  actuaiiy  throw* 
^VM  ^  Mdly  shaken  :<^we  oanpol:  see  bow  aiieh 
ruinous  disasters  cao  '^  wwk  together  for  ovr 
good ;''  and  because  we  do  not  aee  how  '  th^ae 
thl^s  can  he,,  we  boldly  pronounee  it  impoaaible^ 
and  qnafrel  with  Providence  for  attemptii^  it,  or 
anllenly  give,  up  all  for  lost,  and  cry.  There  is  no 
hope ;  nO) .  Cod  faf^tb  ^*  forgotten  to  be  gmeious,'' 
and.  his  mepcy  \^  is  clean  gone  for  ever/'  Jaeob 
argued  thus;  ^^  J<»epb  is  not,  and  Sitneon  is  not, 
and  wiil  ye:  tcdfie  Benjamin  also?  All  these  things 
are  ag^io^t  me  ?V  ^{Gen.  xlii.  3/x.)  And  yet  it  ap- 
pears ^erwards  t)iat  he  was  misteken,  and  that 
G94)(W99.v&^  ^hat.very  tiipe  ordering  all  things  for: 
the  b^^ti'  and  making  the  most  effectual  provisioa- 
foT;  the Hsubsis^twce  and  comfort  of  the  distrustful 
patriar<^,  And  many  of  the  sons  of  Jacob,  undw. 
sij|0|i^af  Irials,  have  diMOvered  the  same  want  or 
w|faijLi6n68s^  of  &ith;..jawing.both  in  him  and  in  thett, 
t^ofc'^C  Ipo^qg  {nose  to  present  appearances,  than 
tq^^h^^p^WQt  iqd  ^promise  of  Qod.  Did  we  rightly. 
atj^fUM^^tQi'this  »>7^€|ifit  we  onee  firmly  isonvinced 
thut  Mh^^QiswUptiog  Dovenant  was  ^'  ordered  .in.  aU 
^hjigffj//  ^Ihl4>  earery.. particular  afflictiott  was  dis^. 
^^ICtySbfft  doKi^s  (be  time  of  its  coau«;g  upon  ue^ 
tqgjft||fr]^if>|h.JtaL4fegree,  and  duration;  and  ovw 
agaiitf^tjifc  th^  gieef^  ends;  to  be.antwered  by  it^  and . 
th^jk|Bi^A.ipAf]^«fefit  ^to^  havt  on  our  holineaa 
h^ri,*^  tKr:.^lf(H^iMaB.f<^r  ;is«er;^l.  aay^  tbaasL 


sweHtol^  tMfiiMrai^^  <ittd  Un^nknigy  irfioyr 
IfpMuy  4»^€sm«iiig  in  us  «  ekMrfe  I  tmiMiMMd  «ter 
gHtcllrag9MP«rew6llord€rid:  we  slkittld  be  MtelM 
ftirtbthhig,  botWef^iy  tbiiig,by  prajntr  Mdf#ii|i* 
ylteatjbn,  witb  thdnk^i^iflg,  BbooM  onake  our  riu 
^tMBt8  -known  unto  Ood ;  and  iv  trfaatsorrer  atktft 
we  w^<^,  »faouM  be  fhefewith  leontenr. 

-8;  The  coy^jnant  is  "  ture"-^ 

Gi^^g  tbe  gr^afiefet  eecarity  To  tboM  wbo  ere  eo^ 
tered  inrt6  it  tbftt  they  ebaU  nof  be  f^Mf  dieep. 
p&iDted.  I6  the  firM  coretiMt,  tkari^  weM(b}e«iing(i 
prefftti««d  which  were  fte^er  bestowed  t  ndt^  feowerer, 
'fttenTkny  failure  6v  change  in  God---iH>,  Mmly'; 
the  Lcnrd  was  tiever  skick  concerning  hie  ptomleee^; 
-^ut  men  proved  faise  end  ditobedient,  exM  e6 
forfeited  the  Mtosinge  which  Okxi  hed  ^therwiee  id* 
ttaded  and  enga^  to  give;  Bet  nothing  of  ^  tkiitf 
can  happen  in  this  n«w  end  berter  cot^^enaet. 
Whetevef  God  hath  pit^mised,  hie  peoples  Bbell* 
stiredly  receive.  Sooner  shall  heaven  end  earth'  ^i 
atray,  than  tbe  least  titt)fc  of  God's  word  ebaM  pOH 
utifuHilled.  *^  The  mountains  may  depart,  and  tile 
hills  be  renaoved,  but  my  kindnese  shall  not  depert 
fim  thee,  neitiier  shall  the  coveiiaet  of  my  peeeto 
he  removed,  saith  the  Lord,  that  ketli  tneicy  on 
thee/'  (Isaiah  iiv.  lO.)  ^^  Fot  men  ¥^ly  fweer 
by  the  gteater ;  and  an  oeth  for  confitaietion  ie  tb 
thesi  en  end  of  tAl  strife  z  wherein  (9od^  wiMflg 
mcyre  ebundenily  to  show  unto- tbe  beiei  of  pfoofito 
tbe  immutability  <>(  his  counsel^  coaflrm^fd^it  by  an 
oMh;  <Aiat  by  two  immutaUe  th4«ge^Ja  wtaiobr'  H 
^iWimposstUefbr  Ged  to l?i§,  wettigbtbefeetrerig 
(iMMlatioiii  Who  tMlv«  4ted-iW  fsHige  to  tejf  ^kekt 
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muftHm  hope  )wt  before  ^s;  wbieii  bsipe  vm.bi^ 
w^. aitfanohor -to^theiniil;  bo^.aoie  andi^atodfaatvaad 
2iplri<^»ieiileiclh  ints  that  wkhiii  the -i^mI/'  (HqI|. 
.in.  l£-^19«)  ^A  proinisd'fQonfifiQed  by  aa^  oatli^i^ 
^tfttrJiiglieataeeurily.thfltcaii  be  given  by  iOD§  .mn* 
4o  another :  and  yet  even  this  doth  not  put  the  ai%^ 
iterbe^Dond :aILt  doiibt,  or  possibility,  of  fgilareufor 
^f  men  of  high  "degree  are  vanity,  and  men  of  iai^ 
degree  are  a  lie,'^  and  there  is  no  dependance  UfK>n 
jmy^ottbelm:  biit,  ^  let  God.be  true,  though  tall 
MUaic  a«e  liars/'  :  When  God  condeeeends  to  swear 
Aoany  *thiiig»vthe  performance  is  certaia:.'  he 
,eoukl  as.soon  oeaae  to  be,  as  go  from,  his  word. 
.^^  £very. good* and  perfeot  gift  cometh  down  from 
^ainxv^^rkom  the  Fafther  of  lights,  in  whom  there  i» 
AOrirariableneas,  neither  shadow  of  turning/'  {Jami^ 
d*  ITi)'  Yn^taiidas  if  this  were  not  enough^  hie 
Aeth  s4>pointed.hi8*own«eteraal  Son  a  surety  of  thi9 
.iumfnant,  aodito  become  bound  for  the  perform 
JMUKse^of)  the  pronuses:  and  we  know  that  he 
ii0>'^<^th6  Amen,  tbe  iaithAil  and  true  Witness;'.' 
*V  Jesus  Chnat^  the.  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  fiur 


if 


Why-  art:thott  cast  down  then,  O  my  soul  ?  and 
^9^y  nk* tbira  ^iaqsieted  within »me  }  Hope itbcm « 
r  God ;  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him^ ^  who  is  the .  haaltih 
-o^my  countenance  and  my  God/'  Onoe>  I. thought 
«.^/Py*f&auitfaw  atoe4  strong,,  and  could  nerer '  be 
•fMKiredV''^lait,?abfrl  it  bath  been  terribly  aba&enn^ 
iilid  ^.  piUtfttDon^  which « my.  worldly,  hopes  wenk 
tk^ik  iseiii^tof  them  ^ououhlecedaway :.  newsrHiek 
^l«Wt '^itkisfoMi^elien  of  GmI  stendeth<.s«w^  fa«vitig 
this  Milr  thm  Losd  bnowetb  them,  that  aM^hisiP 
.  A^vid  xeeted*^/mil  hese,  «ii«t  set j t  Ja.  tiiet  Mantle 
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i|;MMt«U  bii  tiMhka*  *  Tliw  btoto^d  <)QMbiNi»t  it 
iiMletda'rfeb^staiisJieiise  oC.fwomittf,  aiopopitory 
1^  tM  choiMAl  ^cordialg,.  suitable  to  *M  eoftditiooty 
Hfj^tUaahte  at  all  tim^s^  and  of  univ^tval  and  never^ 
MHi^  efficacy.— JB  at  tfajis  bnAJi  ua  to  the  aeiiit 
feoerai :  ^\z, 

li.  That  a  peiaonal  lotertsat  ia  the  cavenaot  ef 
giace  iaasuM  relief;  under  the  greateat  family 
tfofibleii.  •    '       . 

Itis>  a  fact  too  eooiaion  to  be  concealed,  thai 
friDily  affltctiona  ate  among  the  trials  whioh  some 
of thebestand  deai^eatiof  God's  people^  have  been 
exereiaed  withv  U^i^d  was  one 4faat  looked  well  to 
the  state  of  hia  bpusehold;  aod  reaolv^  to  welk 
before,  them  witb  a^peifect  beart»<  and  to  'disooui»f 
tMAOce  and  puit ;  away ;  all  ihnt  walked  disorderly : 
and  y^  his  house  was  n<^  eo  with^Gisd*  aa  migbl 
be  desiied  and  expected  ;  neitbef  so  faultieas,  bor 
BO  flourishing.  Those  who  are  most'  oonsosenftouM 
asd  exemf»iery,  oannot  always,  pio^se  themadi^ 
dooiestic  felicity.  Something  or  other  will  be  pei^ 
patuelly  ba^ening  to  draw  tears  from' their  ey^, 
and  giye  paoga  to  their  hearts.  Will  you  allow  me 
tadiint  at  two  or  tliree  o**  these  ^  tkingai  whioh  "pa* 
isetB^aQd  heads  of  houses,  denMiet  fiifqwenldy  ^ittd 
tiost  bitlmly  lament  )  - '^     r 

Ji  OfleaMe  against  God^  »    •    <;  .^^ 

'  Wboxan*  abut  the  door  sq  eloae  as*  lis  keep  i^isri 
si]s2«4ii^  when  oijce  adnaittedy  prevent.  (t&soiMftittte* 
keeekii^.ocit,:  to  the.  dishonour  of  Ood-an<|  the  <d4s» 
mrfaeooe  ai)i^dibgiwice  of  ^be  family?  Ilavid.'witk 
lUhfo  prad^sure  ^ed  psety , Hfuhappily  failed  hatot. 
He  had'  the.  mo^kiScation  «e  >ava  an  inoestooui 
i^suKNii  .»ir*bsllipiia/'Abaalegi^  %  proud :  i»d  muti^ 

H  S 


I 


tOD  '     Oft  ike  Death  of    .        |SlKB«i.  4$ 

noilt  AdMtjalli^  belongfdg  tuy  fens  ftotite ;  ^itl'  *« 
doubt  tiiajde  him  m^trf  a  fkig|tit  t(i'^  wfttet*  bifSMeoudI 
with  liiiil'tMrtr/'  Btit  he  coold  m^  fiay'titt  th^  bfanM 
upon  hiy  chiMM^n :  h&  hitnMff  was  g^Mcy  ^f  orknM 
fti'blackasMy^of  tliem.  iofstttibei  tircf'latHeaitlMjr 
frequent  of  the  violation  of  relirtiv^'  d«t}n'%j*|Hi* 
fentft,  as  vrell  ab  ehUdren^  iii'lSMttiltes  ptofesMdly 
teligious.  I  w>as  gbing 't6  men tiMi  Moakl,  Lm,  Ateoft^ 
Eli,  as  fearful  examples  of  it :  Imt,  akst'  wsr  need 
ftot  go  so  fthr  back  i  we  lare  eoflflrpassfedcdKKir^witli.a 
cloud  of  witnesses ;  and  H  is  a  ^omiAOff  thit%  4o 
hear  pions  heads  of  families,  in  tbe  anguish  of'lheif 
spirits,  crying  out,  *  Oh  that  ever  God  shouM  bedis^ 
honoured  in  mjf  house !  that  ever  any  belongitrg  to 
mne  s)kHildpra¥«  etvMites  to  God  !  that  theieshotiUl 
^be  any  sin ;  especially  that  there  should  be  so  mudi 
iin^  under  this  roof,  whet^,  conffidenng  tolir  obli« 
gations'and  oiir  pfo^sion,  nothing  shonid  b4  'seeil 
tniofig  us  but  holiness  itnd  praise !  Woe  is  «ie ;  L  mA 
tftaid^the-Lord  wiU  Write  **  Idiabod''  over  nty  doOTi 
and  give  me  mn  awfcrl  Md  a  speedy  prttof  fbat^.^  the 
i^ory  is  4eptti>l€<d,'^  ahd  tb^t  be  hatb  deserted  >  fthe 
btfuseiii^hem  bebath|>een  SO  gr<»6ly  ofibnded.  .  M 
-  A  h«Bvy  trivl  iMs,  no  dbiibf ;  but,  stHii  ar  ssctf* 
wdet'id  eovenant  is- a  sum  relief  undnrSf  ^ie\ardmied 
fSmily.  With  respect  to  bis  men  smsytftem  ik'jid 
room  l&t  hesitation :  trhiftt  can  <be^  more  -  ^Dpifess 
than  fhat  dicdlftrirtioii  va^  JerealisAi4iLxxl.i^li^^«^f.  I 
WflMftrgite  Jheir  Mi^iVies,  md  I'lHtdsrikiaflriMF 
«lteii»ihisliio  mdre<^^  Andtritfr?nAipeobte  tlMstDS 
6f6tbei#,  tbliti^tili  SoUcittl  (xldii;;^)  giM^.iio 
sMail^fittfaMgMitfMH^^'Thtffsoel  IJbM  Mne«b^  it 

»hm  'dto;>  Hie'sMi  thall  nbt  benrtbe^sni^ttitr  <>f 
tbefetl»«^iiei«llfertbiiltke^fiMbl«  beatffbe  iM^iy 


3kb«.  6.\  iff,  Z4*iu  loa 

fli  tiM  MO. :  4be  if gbieoftisBeM  of  tki  mghtmm  ^hsJJL 

h^nfWk . Ikmvi^  Md  the  wick^diMs*.  of  the  wickod 

§kmB  •  b«  ti)Kin  In  n.  -     WM^e  iiiwclt  of  families  avt 

Mmematy  tottb^^fm  ti|^  are  «ore  eifieeiaUy  oUed 

<o*  faMntliatmi  tud  |j«Mleiice~;  Init,  •till^  if  th^y  ara 

Mter6Bta>dw  tbeeoveoant,  tbagr  bavi^  tfaia  oonsolaf- 

^<iiM^a)id  gmM  eattaolatioQ  it  !•,  that  tb^gr  aball  not 

imtify  peijsb;  tk94ig:h  for  the  pmaeint  they  may  bd 

}Hlly«d4  Mverely  pmnished:   ^VAbd  David,  said 

Mto/Nirthwii  Lbave  ainnad  ^igaiiiat  tbe  Lofd:  and 

j^atfaMi  aaidr  unto  David,  The  Lord  a)«o  bafeh  pot 

aitfaydlfay  aii»;  than  srMt  nat  die:  Ho^beit^  be^ 

eiuat  by  thia.  thtd  Ibopk  haat'  given  frent  occasion 

.te:-tfae«8B6iiiiAif>f  th<r  Lord  ta  bla8|»hame,  the  cbiM 

.  iiao  ti»t  18  bora  unto  *beo  akaU  aamiy  die/'    (3 

'5aBi«<Ki»;  I84  l^f) 

.  <  :  S.  Affltciiire  ^roirtdencea. 

^    rTliat  ^u  A  ckiaadfujlr  fchreobeokig :  *<  Nona,  tbepe- 

Ibib,  the  awrord  shall  nanr  dq»rt  from  tbiAe  hcMM^ ; 

beeawe  thou  beat  daapiaad  me^  and  bast  taken  the 

irifetrf  Umdrtbe  Hittite  feabe  thy  wilew"  (9  Saoi. 

«iit'10.y    Dianial  ttdiags!  But  ]>wid  found  them 

true.'   Naawaabe  aiogMlaf  in^ bia  anferii^s:  <^d 

vdotb^fird<)oently  tcMom  the  bouaea  of.  bis  covenanted 

'>y<apdo  wisb'Sitraia^of  teaapoml  caiagtitifla,    Hecuts 

«ioffoa»brapdi-ater  another,  till  there  is  havdly  any 

^-ilbla^  toiie«efiii  but  rdeath  and  deaolatioo.    As  iit 

'  Jt>Mi  easier.)  i^Kyni; being  aurrooMled  witb  a  nuioer' 

Tj*aiV^<iqortabin^  finally,  bow  auddedly  waa  be  reda« 

^rfc«d>tto9tdoatdeptorabie  aolitttdel^^And  yet,  evea 

0fa9a»»tii4aeM^ieitrve  attobes,  theve  i»  full  reKef  i»  the 

)  cdvaoaot  ef'i^ee;  aaitinftxmia  «a  that  auch  trials 

ara<«pMaa|ci»t'«wlhitbe  lofW/s^  God,  and  that  our 

:  iNiaat  asiA  bM«aiteitftttsai£a^#lMre  the  reaebof  ^ur 


Mil  Oh  the  JEfrnth  of  {SerV.  ^ 

fffflktive  cvH  whiitsocver.  What  J*  the  ■  Itts*  ^^^ 
ther  or  niotherv  ho8b«rnd;<  wife,  ^br  dblM,  tkxirde^ 
«ttd  iands, 'health  and  life?  What  tri^eb^re  tfa^^r 
Bill,  compared  with  ap4riti(ial  and  ^tertfal*  M^^sfirigsf  I 
There  are  better  things  1efl\th«n<  any  y6p'  have  l6st% 
You  have  loit  a  {>ar«»it,  or  af  fMinn^t';  %lit  ydtl'htt^ 
Christ  still.  The  world  faih,  but  gr&ce'  flourr^^. 
Creatures  change,  but  God's  in^rcies  Are  '^Verll«t*r 
ing,  aind  his  troth  endtireth  throngb6ut'  afH  ^en^a-- 
lions;*-Nay,~  audi  is  the  wondrous»  viHrnef  Of  ttiki 
eoveMint,  that  it  concerts  the  most  formidlible  and 
deatractive  evils  intb  real  and  invaluable  blessinga*? 
to  that  the  apostle  only  spoke  the  eitperictaee  erf 
every  tried  Christian  when  he  said,  ^  Aivd  weknofi^ 
that  all  things  work  tc^eth^  for  good'  to  them  Vhat 
love  God,  to  them  who  are  called  according  -to  'hii 
purpose/*  (Rom.  viir.  98.)  Family  losses  ma^  make 
you  converse  more  with  the  spirit  of  just  men 
made  perfect:  they  nyay  make  you  commune  monf 
with  yeunr  own  heart,  and  make  diligent  ^ear<A  intc/ 
your  past  conduct,  to*  find  out  whetefore  \i  is  that 
(hie  Lord  thus  eonttadeth  with  you:  *they  may 
loafce.you  'more  hutnble  and  circumspect  <n  you* 
future  walk,  tbat^you'may  not  provoke  Crod'to  de- 
prive you. of  your  few  remaining  comforts  ;  thef 
may  even  fofceyoor  affections  from  thi^dyiti^i  de- 
ceiving world,  and  ix  them  on- things  abo^  l-^^ 
happy  exchange  !  (br  chenthere  will  he  move  ^rooM 
in  the  heart  for  Christ,  and  a^  bettei*'  feKsi  4br 
^eaven.  *    '^  -■    '     ;  i  .-i 

^  S.  A  distressing  concern^  about  tlie  eternal- atMi^ 
^f-livingordead  lelatimis.         -     ''  .    >     i 

i        This  was vprobably  David Vcaae,  w+ien  h^griivt*! 

\  athfrtteofisly  for  Absaiom:-  **  AM  «he  -  Eing^  was^ 


SKKm.a^J  '  Mt^.iai^.    \  |## 


wrab  wovsedt.  imd  w^ii^up  to  .t)ie  cjbMK^b«c,  gy^r  th/^ 
fjB^^ud  w^;  and.w  ha  w^jott  rtbu^  lie  u^id»  Q 
*«^aoB.Ahsak>tB  &  my  soa»  oiy  $an  AbwlQUi:!  ?^^h)4 
(jUx).  I  litd  died  for  thee  I  O  AbsaJbo),  my  «on»  mj^ 
8€o{''.u('S:Safa.  xviiL  33.).  He  haii  reason  to  fear 
liMKMtb€r^y<ni4ih  wwi very: uofit  tadiet  a^l  t^refore 
shuddered  tp. think .wh^t  was,  the  situation^  o|hi% 
4wrVid#ar  child,,  iu  the  other  MK^rtd.  ^eihjipsH  there 
is  iQQi  ftroable  that  piercaa  deeper  intO}  th^  begirt  of 
%.-  tender;  md  pvmB  parent ; — and.  jet,  evea  b^r^ 
^  hahn^v  of  tfae^  coveoant  affords  a  soverj^gp  xet 
iQAdy^.for  thie.  siriyjatioiL  i^  s^gipe^^,  tib^t  a  rpersoi^ 
ntepe^tiaitmore  thao  makes  Mp  the^  Iqw  Qf  th^^l^ 
«MKpaoy  whom  w^.  wishedr  ta.sWie  M  ^tb  i^s^ 
AbnL  this  seesia  to  he-  the  circumstancprthat  Qavl^ 
yaftiirularly  fixed  upon  for  hia  auppp^t;  ''  H^  h^tli 
siade  with  m#:aii  evedastiRg  coveofint^'^aa,  if  b^ 
had  9aid».  Though  1  am  not  without  my  fea^A  as^  xq 
soma  of  my  family,  yet  I  am  ^h  m^elf ;  i^od  hft^Ii 
hee&  fradoqsly  pleased  tQ  phftck  pay  ^uj^as  %.hFsw4 
Mitrof  the  huraiag,.  andh^^^g  me  ^if^^.  the,  boi^da 
of  this-  everlastiDg  ooi^eowt;  and  I  willibjl^  {HRI 
etoniaUy  for  4hat»  though  h<^.e:iPten4w^<^  <^hf  <WM 
aarcyi  tis^^thers,  whos*^  soula  I  CAuld  ha^e.  ^ifti  t9 

.fl'hem'iaaodoiihtbm.lhisi  thonghtf^of  th^  mjs^ 
eacryiogiiiiiist.he  gsievcHi^  no^:  we  .juiHi^t  b^/di^ 
wstad'OtfiiA  theiitendeF  fft^lioga  of  bum^ii^,  if  ,yfi| 
«Mre jtaf  fJQ^af ei}!  f»A  deeply  a^cted  withJ^A  but 
in  the  other  world  we  shall  *^  know  UQ  man,  4ft9l 
timAe$kil^'  i9U$./WinS(«hal|  h^.4PP^j^e6Uy^P9^ 
to  the  will  of  God,  that,  )^  h^  .Mty,  wfc»t  h« 
Itojitoii  «e  fiM  aw^eoire  .pf;  it,  anfd  wy,  ''  .G<^ 
is«^«fae,wOfd  ol  tii#^  Lord  /'    and  wboov^  afe  ahi|%' 


ef  imidi  jtoople^mf  ittgt  HalMujuh,  BfthNrtien,  bkM» 
ii)g,  and  boaemv  #od  fM>V7ir,  unte  dM  LarAliyar 
God*  •    .  7   '  -  ■        I  .  f » .   • 

Imprmftmmt. 
\  I.   I>t  Ibose  who  Bte  hitberto  gtwmgcrs  totfais 
^oi^eimrtt  of  promkie  li^dr  aft^  tii  ittWrdit  in  it. 

Hereby  jom  wtH  be  provided  agaiosi:  die  v^orat 
that  can  befisil  you  in  tMe  world :  it  wiiltbe^ia 
veteeat  from  pieaent  trouble,  an^^m^  infill lible 
Kty  ftom  4?ternal  dMtructibn.  -^  One  #oirid  itoagnw 
yoa  abouM  npt  need  peravaiion  :  >fOttr  6wji  mibMy 
and  danger  ahoukf  be  notivea  anffieieot  to  oMlEii 
you  Hfly  for  refqge,^  and  ''  laybMd  of  the  bttfie 
aet  before  you.**    Darvid  hatrb  aet  yon  a  noble  Mnqt^^ 
pie:  be  filtered  into  eovenant  with  God  beb^iaei;^ 
and  dedicated  tbe  prime  of  bis  Kfa  to  bia  acrmo  r 
knd  this  was  bia  plea  and  bia  anpport  aftararaitda^ 
^mdv  the  Infirtnitiea  of  age,  and  the  diaordera.  and 
deeldnaiona  of  bia  feaftfly.     Why  will  yon  not  ^  be 
prevailed  upon  to  go  anNl  do  Mkewiso  i    It  would 
ioofc'weN^  to  make  religion  yotir  cboice  and  yoitr 
bnflifieaav  at  n  trme  of  Itfe  wb^n  aenaible  objeeta  ane 
teabtttg-tbe  atrongeaSvopposttioo  :   and  wheat  tiM 
world  *ia  spreading  all  ita  snares,  and  holding  vp 
iti gay  enticements,  Ihen  tagiv^  biriiaeaa  and  hear- 
ten the  preferende  in  j4mt  pmcfeical  eatiaaatiQa; 
Hhs  ishoaioarable  and  praiseworlby*    And  let  me 
tetK  you,  thia  God  expi^cis}   and,  pa^Mtbly,  leas 
than  tbtaGbd  will*  not  aoeept.    ^  RememlBer  nom 
thy  Creator  in  the  dayeof  thy  yMitb^  while*  tbe 
evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  yeara  drew  nigh  wheft 
thoti^  ahalt  aiy,  I  have  no  pleaavre  19  Ifaeaa/'    <£c^ 
dea. jiii/\)   ^ 


humtB  i  Ttet  Bot  ell  the  i^eahh  end  pteimi^'ifiHiit 

world  ca*  ecMoterviil  thc^wast  of  an  uimte^iA  tkni 

cyerlasting  coTenant:   you   must   be   unhappjT  i« 

health,   but  much  more  «>  ra  stckneas :   you  can 

ktm no trae  eigoymeiit of  Kfe^  and  at  dfeath*  .  ■  -^i 

Ofa  my.deltorded'friends,  what'wiU  3rou  d<>al  4$alHt 

-^^arhen  sll  Aegay  amd  jovial  seines  you  ana  nrow  so 

anamotired  with  shall  be  witfadrawir,  and  yon  shall 

be  haunted'  with  the  ghosts  of  departed  joysy  ^Hid 

teiffifiei  ^th  the  prospect  of  apptoaclMBfp  torments ! 

Vheft,  what  wo«>ld  you  oat  give  for  a  part  io  tMs 

Utsied,    sonlHsecaring  covenant  !<^^I' can  gitwi/jWi 

filtW  eneounragemc^t  to  hope  that  yov  shall  be  ao^ 

eepfeed  them;  but  }  am  authorised'  to  invite  yoir  ill 

tn  a  share  in  ooirenant  blessings  n^w^    Ood  balh 

g^iven  his  fion    to  be  a  covenant   to  the   peopk^  t 

^  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  Hie  ends  rof 

the  earth  :*'  *'  €rod  so  loved  the  warM,  that  he  fdbra 

his  only  b^^tten  Son,  that  whosoever  believedi  IH' 

him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  hUs^^^*^ 

Those  are  happy  days  spoken  of  by  the  prvphM9 

(sad  happy  would  our  eyes  be  if  tbey  txaiid^  asr, 

aid'oar  ears  if  they  couM  hear,  such  things-  in*  #a^ 

<3iy  !)   ^  In  those  daya,  and  at  that  time,  saith  the 

Lofd,  the  children  of  Israel  shall  come,  they^  and 

the  cbUdrea of  Jttdah  together,  going  and  weeping  1 

they  shall' gey  and  seek  the  Lord  :  they  shall  ask  the 

aaj  to  Zsen^  with  their  faeea  thitherward,  saying. 

Come,  and  let  ua  join  ourselves  to  the   Loid'  in   a 

parpettial'  eovftnaat  that    shall  m>t  be  feigotten/' 

(Jar*  K  4, 6;)  •  • 

9;  Let  these,  who  are  interested  in  the  coveaamt. 


«•    4. 


16$        '    On  tkeDiMo/Mr.  lake,     £3eilm.  9i 
perform  the  duty  and  take  the  comfort    belosging 

to     it,  .    -        .     i.'-     ..     .A    ^ 

.  A  well-ordered  covenant  demands  a  welUordered 
conversation.  Since  infinite  Wisdom  b^tt  modelle4 
his  covenant 40  t^.utmoafc  ^dirfM^tagSi?^  ^  to  in- 
clude every  thing  you  can  desire-^yea,  he  hath* 
promised  to  do  for  you  esrceeding  abundantly  above 
all  that  you  can  ask  or  think — surely  you  can  donci 
less  than  serve  him  in  holiness  and  righteousness  all, 
tlie  d^yfi  of  yqw  W^  And-,  if  |ro^i  4q»  tjb^n  p^lf^ 
hoffie  the  conAolation^  of  the  qpy^n^l;^  ,^4.  Uv4i 
uppa  theipy  let  outward  circumst^^pi^,  Jt^e^.^efr^'^Q 
discouraging.  What  ifyouK  hqusig  b^ppt,  sp.^jjrith 
God  as  it  hath  been,  he  hath  promised  to  guide  yout 
)»ybi8  counsel,  and  afterwards  reeeiveyou.togtoi^; 
V^  wher^ore^  comfort  one  another  with  these  woivis/A 
Let  £Mlh  supply  the  place  of  seme,  and  ^show  you^ 
that,  let  &mily  losses  he  ever  so  great,  in  thiscove^ 
MBOt  you  have,  all,  and  abound*  Think  of  thisy 
lielieve^his,  and  you  will  soon  dry  up  .your  teafs.^ 
and  SEiqg,  witAi  the  pvophet ;  ^^  Although  the  fig^tme 
ehali  not  Uossom,  neither  shall. fruit  be  in  the  vinet 
tbe  labour  of  the  olive  shall  fail,  and  tke  fields 
abaU  yield  no  meat;  the  flocks  shall  be  cut  off  from 
Ike  fold,  and  there  shall  be  no  berd  in  thefStell :  yet. 
^tU  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  wiJl  joy  in  the  God  x>f 
m^  salvation/'  (Hab.  iii«  17,  1&.) 


..y. 


1  • 


/ 


SERMON  Vn. 

'   •4T'^THE  FUNFRAL  OF  MISS  MARGARET  lAKE; 


k 


*  •    ■>'* .  4i  4 


'  i,     '-.    .      .1    .''. 


Jeremiah  ^^xxi.  15, 


Ilm  skiiH  the  L^fd^    A  v^ice  was  htard  in  Hamah, 

"^  hktAtktaii&n,  tndUittr  weeping:  Jfiachel  weeping 

r^^fifir  higr  diildrdn,  tJ^ased  't&  hi  cofnforted far  her 

'  ttUdren^  hedauM  they  were  not. '  ^ 


A  wofiT  deplorable  ease  indeed !  No  wonder  abe 
ia  ao  violeatly  effected.  Every,  one  that  atops  to 
Uaten  to  her  piteoua  tale  abuddera  at  the  recital,  aod 
dropa  a  tributary  tear.  Only  think— to  Ic^e  a  e/did/ 
-^Not  a  aerrantj  or  a  distant  relation^  tor  wboiq. 
she  bad  only  a  common  and  general  regard ;  by 
whose  life  or  death,  therefore,  ahe  could  not  be  ma« 
terially  affected : — ^^no,  it  waa  9^  child;  a  part  of  her* 
self;  bone  of  her  b<>ne,  flesh  of  her  flesh;  bound,  to 
her  heart  by  such  ties,  that  cutting  off  a  right  band^ 
or  pluckiog.out  a  right  eye,  do  but  faintly  represent 
the  nnguisb  of  the  separation..--^ — r^To  lose  so  numjjf 

children  / If  out  of  a  l^rge  family  one,  only  had 

been  taken,  and  all  the  others  left,,  the  loss  had  not 
been  so  great :  but  to  have  all  the  others  taken,  or 
only  one  left,  this  makes  a  fearful  breach  ! — And  to 
lose  the;n  all  «o  ^^«/ /  Before  her  tears  were  well 
dried  up  for  one  child,  to  have  another,  and  another, 
and  another,  atill  torn  from  her^  in  a  most  amazingly 
quick  succession;  so  that,  within  the  small  compass 
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oMbout  liM  yitrng  ami  a  Aflr^f^  Um;  IkMim  tbtt 

fuU«--linay  say  erowfM^isHew'aofiFvky  tUDiy:m- 

habited,  that  it  i$  natty  ticndt  diftaidi  4o  'find  a  pcr^ 

aon  to  apeak  to !  And  to  lM^«MAM</tfn0ii*-«««iMioa 

lahe  had  early  devoted  te  Ood,  an^rhMO^kt  m^  in 

.the  nartnre  and  adaimiitiett  of  the  Laid;  ma&  h$A 

Ahe  satiafMtion  to  aee  tbem^  as  they  gieilr  i^^  adf- 

jng  the  way  to  Zio»  with  their,  fiuna  thiterwhrd^' 

land  '*  joimng  theoaaelvea  to^the  Loud  in  r.pefpetiMl 

'^venant,  thatahall  kdt  be'fik^oC|«rJ'WA.mit0[kHi^ 

Aem^XikdUtim^efUfmi    Had  they  lMW>iitaaeivib 

(he  hirth ;  or  had  theyjobtgteaDed  odt  afiror  MffM^ 

or  weeksv  in  iB|aery«  and  thea  «iiKd»  ^m  iomhtdmAt 

been  so  severely  felt :  bat  to  see  them  io«4iii«^  ^1 

Mit  fttseasesand  dotigera  ttsmally  attemluit  oirioAiney 

tad    childhood  1    to   see  them    advailctog  imfaitfe 

Hmwrik  maturilT',  and- entering  npon  tte  worfd' wilAi 

each  f^rospeets,  as,   with  God's  blessfng  tm  thirir 

.  •biiities^and  vndwBtry,  might  hav^  iSarried  ihem  com- 

fortabiy   thiough  t-««and  tfaeni^jost   when   idl  the 

mother^a  toil  and  anidety  wnre  ia^imannerovei^yahd 

she  was  beginning  to  enjoy  the  fraif  of  no  ntAt^j 

•^'eara  oare  and  euteivation,  to»see*  thieho{^ul^ants 

.dbiasted  on*  a  sodden,  and^  like  Joaafa^s  giiMrd,:ijHrifet 

«]»  a  nigh't^r^And  to  lofe  them,  notroahf  iooibtf 

prime  of  their  life,   but  in  the  decline  of  Aar  mm  / 

I  Had  aU  these  cahimitite  eoneT  open  hei'^WAffeW  she 

dwab  yowogieT,  and  iiad  bettM  tealtbimd  apMtariKbe 

vitfight  have  borne  them:^battsr;:  bait: no we^  .hdihoikge 

-and  <liMrrdera  had  greatly  impahedrdifer  eott&titotim, 

1  and  she  needed  a^l*  dmief^Ilam  Hffaich^^rinminid 

\  vearedc^  to  sa|»port  her  onder grev^ing  *ini)tailtiea^>*- 

'  lo  ha¥e  them;  eiw  affasr 'anorhbr^^-'swk^  dndef  4rer, 

'  «id(  ievre  ^her^  i^i^h  >^/Q|^y :  dus  «iatitapy'.  gro^'  ^^o 
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rtftoi  imtmimm  the-#ra  Usye  urcra  M  hand, «nMi4 
AejMal  wiMnK«lM[<sli<»Mangr{  ^^  I  Inrre/no  pleasure 
MtbetaiTtJirlMii'ifaiedecBitys^;  natufe  weie  coming 

J.  Ai|r,  jirt^«iiA4(bad  alD  •foiig>  pkssedt  lidrself  with 

!lhit  Ihttugfctetdf  hiirifeig  Imt!  onr «  f  biMren  sbaot  bet^ 

ilfci^  fxvi^  iktrriwiiii  4i6r  mdtnem/'  and^  by  a  tboii^ 

Mnd^itwAsriittBni  ijawAiieiiiieflsurtt  repay  her  former 

|Miii|fiip»  of  Ifemi  r^Mtesd  «f  ibis,  to  be  sttended 

"^iJy t ly Afcwtjftgtf jf    AmI^  wlKn .  ahe   Kes  on  tb^ 

ii0fl^5iiwigniiibiiig,  te.  lo6lr  M^  Ifatv  aide^  and  4» 

.tbil^  fa^^m^  tAatf  to'aa»ttbe'faer;|>aini  amd  n^ipe  off 

-Ibailiifafyy  .ayaetyiend  teeeilro  her  partmg  hiesaing; 

lo  iMbtnand  iook^^bia^  aiaa  !  t«  kMk  in  vain  !     To 

imitnmkauMfWBitai^  periwpa,  by  ohristaan  fi^enda  t 

'km  to  kifi  mHmM  only  by  pemonaebe  but  bartty 

:%ntrm^  l«»  »^S»yy  ye  pareaite  who  here  )oet.  bopeliat 

.•bHdmD,  irtieft  diay  were  jnel  baginningilo  be  bdp« 

ftri ;  itttttl  yev  to^^  wbe  aare  ^aow  anniroiinded'  aind 

MLpimnad'by  dvUMaod  affsetionaie'Cbildredt^^aeyt 

rif  Btoobel  baa  not  canaeeDOiigb^foriametttatioii'aiid 

bitter  weeping. 

v:/l&efev Indent  aheRauiy  weep ^  natahdly^*  aodiama* 
-<eoi«ly  bi  but  abb eb<HaU  oodt <  acfane  >t&  kercotntelMU 
fS«(miiM0Mtfvt,i«:ttl  aOifctiDD  ;  t&^^f^  «Dnafeal» 

9fidVJibfertbedbMr0l4ieeft  doing  ftU>tbia  wftile^j 

-^chuxtibeqai  isMbifllgMliatt^Mfi  wlifaslr  ltw^^to4unr« 

-ffceatody  i»<Mbal  tb0ratieda/aorifouiidtttton>^iu    Sibe 

.  rpiihiii^a  i4dalente)fle  >  oiito^y  lipdii'  <ai>hmity  -pie* 

f*aplioni!thlrt^  \mt  ebildieAt  i4w*a  ^totoliy/  and-  <fbr 

«WfybaitrnvbaMi9iitt  >fiMI,*faey  wvcpe-ail  stafetand 

1rietti»i  iiat-M^jreaditbettwotveaaea  imnadiateitf  ^U 

iowfaif  <»Wi  t«it^  aad>  thtg^^wiU  fiw  t^tdle  dnJotber 


lace  to  tliifiseenittgty^ddlefal^isfl^ttMitidli,  liMl't«m 
«ur  condolettCM  into  cimgfif ulatfMs :  *^  Thus  ifaiA 
the  Lord^  Refrain  tby  voice  fton  trMfrfn^.'^ila 'iftiM 
«yea  from  tears :  for  tby  work'  ahaiH  ht  t^yAM^Uti 
tmwh  the  Lord ;  and  they  shall  eomeftgaliT'  Iftodif^ihe 
^aod  of  the  enemy:  Ami  thens  is  hopid  itr  fhilte 
end,  saitb  the  Lord,  that*  tby  children ''shaH'tfd^tiS 
again  to  their  own  border/'  (ver.  16,  17'.)'  -  ^*''^* 
i  I  should  suppose  it  is  hardly  n#MMary  tO  OdKiAVtf^ 
that  Rachel  herself  had  rbeen^dead  aldlig  WtA\k;MM 
that  it  ia  her  dasceodauts  that  are  hem  w^dpit^^  ^^ 
ijieir  children,  that  were' carried  4ntd  4ea}H:ivit^*f 
though,  in  the  figurative  style  of  Scriptar^,Ml^]i 
ascribed  to  Rachel  in'he^  own  person,  if^w^i^^,' 
as  it  will  make  no  diffefence  in  the  general  mfiatfttt^ 
of  tbe  text,  I  shall  take  it  as  it  lies :  aiifd  ilefe  nA^ 
principal  business  will  be  ;  .  .     t  »      J 

!•    To  offer  a   few  considerations,  %y  way '  Hf 
counsel  and  comfort,  to  weeping  Rachel. 
.    11.    To  "  gather  up  the  fragments  that  remafe  * 
for  general  improvement* 

I  am, 
,.  !•    To  offer  a  few  considerations,  '  by  way  tX 
pDunsel  and  comfort  to  weeping  Rachel.  ''^''' 

/I  !•  Conaider  who  gave  you  tb^e  chiidi^,  tt^ 
loss  of  whom  you  so  passionately  mourn.  ^  '  *  "^ 
)  It  was  ♦*  the  Lord  gave."  liideed;  **  evefy  gAbd 
and  perfect  gift  cometh  down  from  abov^,  frobthif 
Father  of  lights."  There,  is  not  a  single  blessiri^ 
yL%tvex  enjoyed,  eitberMapeding  life  orgtMflHik^;' 
but  (w4iat'  was  an  emanation  frcym.ptfrft  llhtcyi 
God  low^d  fia  nothing  (  sad^  th^efbrd,  whett^ 
be.  resumea his,  own  grant,  wtef  shoiiM  Sftcqui^svie;' 
say,  with  Job;    '"^SfaaU  We  receive .  srood  * ai^ 


• «" 
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the  >  btod  ftf .  th^ '  IkOfd«  » and .  shall  we  not  receive 

wrUt"  •  (lob  ii^flQ.)^  i&arely  he  bath  as  much  right 

jto.rfGpiL,:hi$,i&T^ttrft,M  ito  disfienae  them.^-^Noiv; 

9tam^gJbp  aiariOAis-  ble^^ing^  of .  Provideaoev  this  of 

.liMl^f^  it  ffH^/rpip, iieing' ^he  Jieaisli :  it  is  what  most 

itte  die^ilOQiiifOf :  8<Mimi  crw^nally  eag^r,  as  JUacbd 

i)l!^lielfa  r^  G)V€time.cbiMie»,  or^se  I  die/'    (Gem 

JLXX.  U)    Biitjtis  a^essifig'.deDied  to  aiany,  even 

•ti^AkpjBe  wt)0).  ws^-are  ready*  to  think,  are  fittest  to 

,h$iie  Ui«m »  who  can  U^t  provide  for  them^  as  lo 

this  workU  aiMi.(i^hich.is  infioitely  nore  impovtaot) 

.axfr  f(|Qali&e4 aftd  disp^isad  tO:hring  them  up  for  God« 

You  may  k^ok-  roj^ad,  and  see  oiany  such  wititteo 

^  el^Udleas/    God  was  more  indulgent  to  you :   and 

thisic^.j^h  bieen  a  tio^e  when  you  could  subscribe  to 

.yj^^tuth*  Psiiliniiit  says  :  '^  Lo,  children  are  an  ber^« 

^tageof  the  Lord;  aofd  the  fruit, of  the  womb  is  his. 

iQW^icd.     As  arrows  in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man^so 

are  children  of  the  youth  :  Happy  is  the  mian  that 

hath  Jtiis  quiver  full  of  them :  ;they  shall  not  be 

iSshamed,  but  they  shall  spepJt,  with  the  enemies  ia 

the  gate/'  (Ps.  cxxvii.  3,4,  6.)  And  if  any  had  then 

aak^  y^ou,.  as  Esau  did  Jaoob,  ^'  Who  are  these  with 

thee.  F'  (Geui  xxxiii*  4 ;)  you.  would  hdveMiswened^ 

.aft(tbe;|w.oj|i^.  patriarch.did,  '^  They  are  the  childien 

•which  God  bath  graciously  given  thy  servant."    If, 

•the^efo^a^  h^  hfiU)  ^bought  proper,  to^endrfov  any 

-^^Pfft-t^^W^^^n^.yftUjii^  to*  let  them. 

8Qfl9iM|r^QMr.pa8|ioaA  b^gin  to  grow  turbulent  and 

'^HMW^V)^  <;be^  'th^tp^  a^-ihe,  Psalmiat^did  i  '^  And 

.i.j»^^  thisnis  H[\y4n&nnijt)ii.:  ibut  I  will  remember' 

.i^fi^fi^^^  o£x0f^ef  ri^l;  hfLndof  *be  4Ao.st>  High  :    L 

wm^^en^^b^f./tli^^WiiMrksifiC  the »Lord;. surely  i  will 

i$p^|N^r^y,5V^n#^  (ffejlxxrw.  W,ll.) 

•    2*  Consider  who  deprived  you  of  these  childri^i^ 


\ 
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"  The  Lord  gaxre,  and  the Lerdh^l^  Uiketk  wmufz^ 
-^and  Mrby  eaftDoC  you  go  4>tr,  and  «ay,  ^  Bleasld  be 
tbe  uarae  of  the  Lord  ?''  It  9tgnt6M  ooihisg  to  look 
baek  on  tb€  disotders  tbey  died  of,  and  aay^  Oaie 
^ed  oi  a  mortifieatioD,  two  died  of  a^OAaumplioo, 
tile  bst    died  of  a   fe?er:    theae   w^ew  oriy-  the 
8f)ecial  taeasang^stv  which  God  msMle  choice  of  im 
fetch  tbem  home.     ^^  No  affliction  vpringieth  mat 
'of  the  dust,  nor  trouble  out  of  tbe  ground:'^  iliere 
is  never  a>  breach  made    upon  onr  comfaita,    ImiC 
Hnder  immediate  direction  from  above*.    Tbe  hmm 
of  our  bead  are  all  numbered :   and  if  not  one  #f 
them  can  perish,  nor  a ,  sparrow-  M\  to  the  gMWid) 
without  our  heavenly  Father,  surely  not>a  ckiM^ 
We  are  not  to  suppose  that  Death  bath  an  abaolnte 
and  unlimited  commission  to  make  what  ravages 
be  pleases  upon   mankind,  and  plunge  his  -dart  into 
your  bosom,  or  mine,   just  as  humour,  or  cbae€b 
may  direct.   No,  no  ;  ^'  precious  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord  is  the  deatb  of  his  saints :''  his  eye  is  alwayn 
upon  them ;  and  w^n  he  sees   that  any  of  tbem , 
have  been  long  enough  in  tbe  wildaruess,  and  Me« 
meet  to  be    partakers  of  *^  an   inberttance  amaog 
the  saints  in  light, ''  be  aays,  ^  Go,  Death,  to  aodi  a 
bouse,  and  say  to  such  a  soul,  Tby  Father  hath  sent 
for  tliee  !'•— — One  would  think,  this  should  effectn- 
ally  ailence  erery  murmur:  it  did  so  with  tbfe  PaaU 
miat ;  ^^  i  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth  !  be- 
cause tkou  didst  it/'    (Ps.  xxxix.  ih)    Wbat  avaijn 
if  to  sit  poring  on  tbe  amiable  dispoaitions  of  tluiand 
tbe  other  child,  and  to   mutter,  as  loudly  as  you 
iturst,  that  for  objects  to  be  rendered  so  endearing,  and 
then  snatobed  away,  seems  aa  if  Prorideoce  took  a 
pleasure  in  tormenting  you;  and  that  it  was  only 
•building  up  for    the  sake  Qf  pulling  down-again« 
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Oodi  oiEte  iMrd^kieir  yoa<  dkikbea  better  thu 
ytiXJiii.;  tiii  itf»kaHy.Mi  hmoor  done .yra^  ikbtt 
ll»»itBMiittliew>t^htlDi>lfir  i«»yoOT  ftupily  cdncerM,  94 
Ml  HMvghNM  sH^e;  'h  Wk«e  mnaiis  that  tho« 
iltottld^OM^My  Mni^Md.  ihiittlicM  ahodldftt  Mfc 
Mtteifawrt  vfom  him^  itid  di^t  them  abooklit  fiMt 
lHm4irr0ry»mbniiDg^and>try  Jiim  evtry  flWIIleIit^^ 
(iiki  i4ii  lis.)  Ltir  mei  Iher^re.  nMMiiqeD4  it  t# 
yiwtoteak  lets  at  the  rod/  andmon^to^ibe  bftnd 
tlM»teld^aiidiguid«  it  7  andidieiiyMi  would  i^ooa 
)iiMM|>.8«jr/  *^  It  Mtlm  JUr  J;  krt  him  do  what  aoti 
etelim^ood.'' 

^SM'CAMldef  what  hope  yov  have  in  their  dMtbi 
iiflt  yon  liewrfteen  oottrniag  over  the  grav^-of^  a 
iat<«f  '{MMiAigaleefaildfiMy^  who  had  givett  tbtoiMlvea 
i^ii>^cmiiiiiia*ail  iniquity  -i^ith  grMdiaaaa^  mdbf 
d«teibclMffy-  aad  iotetDperttDce  had  bfougiit'  tbcSBii» 
icifliutaaa  antiitialy  end,  befbre  tb^  had  liml  out 
tal^tllcivdayi  v  Amoj  iadead^  yoti  would  haT^toftaie 
catogli4b  waop^ :  4nd  nataiw  might  f&bh .  m<iiMh'paii|p 
iMl^ntiiiaojb%t  thought  of  what  waai^tbe  porti4Mk*df 
tMtm^  •  Aut'lbia  10  not  youif  caie:  yoo  do^oEMit 
^  aaanw  as  «Im6  tiMft  are  witbsiuc^hope/-  The  dnlu 
dMiyon 'baif e batMk,  thoo^ they jwd their iiufcm ■ 
feeiM)itas^(who  is  wMmit  them  ?)^yet  gaMgotfiefrft* 
done  ofriltols  bfli^'  bemagaia^  twraAomabote,  and 
bsh|^  i«ii|y<chiidrea.of  6od :  *'  and  if  4iWdm^ 
thllPMib«)^hififst«f  Ood,  «i^)otot»h«liv  wish  Jies«a< 
Oh^i^oPw  iaheritatfcein  heaireoi  kkcmi^t^fUM^ 
mUtttMt,  andiererlastiiig  t^^'coAMqiieMly'y  (iey^akn 
W^^eafitMW  lite'tost.  k^  is^amei,  tlaa^^are  aot  i^iiibhi 
ttfiilf^^^b  do^^Mi  itoe  tlMMh  aow>  ttatifig  in.  y—kr 
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•eat,  w  we^iiMd  to .  do :  you  d»  utt  jeer«iid«biiT«oie 
vritfai  tbem  at  hoine^  bb  you  uaed  to  do :  but  tb^ 
ace  living,  for  all  that ;  yea,  tfaey  are  more  ilUve 
than  ever.  When  the^  departed  &om  na,  tHy  ^v«ii 
«6bewitb.Chnati  '^wliichia  fac  better ;'\Mld«aI|r 
wait  for  ^*  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  radesiptiM  6f  the 
body/'  to  make  their  bleswdness  complete.  '  And 
ivhen  (bia  ia  the  case,  aurely  an  etfly  removal  .Ottt 
of  the  snarea  and  dai^era  of  thia  wkeked  wofl4.i* 
no  ataiaJl  privilege.  Haa  it  not  ahrebdy' .tfeen  a  plettA 
sure  to  you  to.  think ;  '  Well,  now  I  have  ao  vmmy 
ohiUren  aafely  houaed.  I  formerly  bad:  a  thjouqaokl 
^painful  thoughts  ^abdut  them, 'ftv  fear  temptatioa 
should  be  too  bard  for  them:  for  fear;  Viest,  a  pfo* 
miae  being  left  them  of  entering  into  hid  teat,  aqy.  of 
thiem  ahoukl  aeem  to  come  abort  of  it ;" ;  for  fear  ibey 
ahould  not  ^^  hold  fast  the  profeasion  of  their  ditl^ 
"mthout  wavering ;''  but-now,  thank  God  I  i^y.feaia 
for  them  are  over :  they  have  ^^  fought  a  goad  fightt 
nnd.finiahed  their  course,  and  kept  the  faith  ;"Mid  I 
;donot  doubt  but  ''  henceforth  there  is  laid  tiiplor 
them  a  crown  of  rigbteouaness,  which  the  botd,  the 
righteous  Judges  will  give  thmn  at  that  day :''  ao  tiiat» 
iiowever  a  natural  and  iojudidous  .fondjusas  may 
acmietimes  tempt  me  to  regret  theit  removal,  1 
would  not,  in  my  cooler  Aiom^ts — for  .the  worM» 
I  would  not  wish  them  back  again. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  confining  your  thoughts  Ui 
the  grave,  among  their  putmfying  bodies^  ht  your 
sqpirit  associate  with  tbdra  in  Patadase,  'and  conorfcM 
yckttsself  with  the  promise,  that .  '^  tbesa  Iila6 .  which 
sleep  in  Jeaus  will  God  bring  with  bito/-  .  B<iBitIea^ 
^ildffen  are  many  times  sad  drawbacks  to  ilyiog 
-paaeots.    To  see  a  number  of  them  atand 
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nndyour  hed,  Mmetimes  pressing  forward '  to  ttke 
along,  lost  ferewell :  at  other  timea^  unable  toataod 
the*  abock,  baatily  retirtog  tor  aome  corner  of  the 
mom,  aod  there  in  afanoat  convobive  sdha^  graving 
all  the  wmt  they  dare  to  itheir  burating  hearts  ~do 
yoQ  Dot  tiiinfc  this  would  be. a  great  incumbranoe? 
When  you  thought  that  you  were  dead  to  this 
world,  and  juat  ateppiog  into  another ;  those  tender 
imagea  twining  about  your  heart  might  cause  nature 
to  revive  again,  andafibotyou  ao  strongly,  that  you 
might  feel  a  reluctance  to  part  with  them,  and  might 
heeven.  tempted  to  say,  ^^  O  apare  meV  that  I  anay 
lecover  atrength  before  I  go  hence  aad^be  no  more 
leeD.^  But  itaw  your  children  being  almoat  all 
gone  before  you,  there  will  be  no  such  pangs  at 
partii^.  When  the  messenger  of  death  beckons 
yau,  it  ia  but  taking  leave  of  one,  atid  away  ;-*« 
^rcamatance  which,  however  painful  it  may  be  just 
•OMt,  will  yidd  you  no  small  comfort  them. 
4.  Gooaider  how  aoon  you  are  likely  to  follow 

Weae  I  to  aay  this  to  the  men  of  the  work),  who 
have  their  portion  in  this  life,  they  would  think  me 
a  mianahle  comfortet ; — the  young  and  gay  ekpeoii* 
ally,  who  are  juat  setting  out  in  the  world  with  high 
apectatiooa,  and  ate  looking  for  ward  to  many  y^ars-^ 
which  to  them  aettti  'so  many  ages,  of  carnal  merri* 
aasttt;  If,  by  way  bf  comforting  them  under  eny 
pamoiial  or  ifiifloifly  troubles,  I  were  (o  hint,  that, 
Ami  aome  iaymptoms  of  deday  in  tbeir  cobatitutiotts^ 
theyt  would  fwobably  be  very  aoon  released  f#om  all 
woridHy  trtftfUea^  I  should  quiokly  pei^eive  that<  I 
had  touched  upon  the  wrong  string ;  that  I  waa  ad<y 
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•Asg' mSictten  ito  the  afflicted :  .«i4a» jioon^aa  .tlMy 
•eouM recotrejr  breath efiottgh  tospeaky  they  woiiUl 
•cut  me  short  with  a  ^  What  do  you  talk  tpna.abflittC 
deiathfor?  We  do  not  want  to  die  yeA :  ym  ^mmt 
care  if  we  never  die  at  all ;  we  like  the ^wstld^  with 
^  ita  troubles :  and  if  we  couM  help  it»  would  neirer 
change. .  Death  a*  cordial !  We  should  never  kawe 
thought  it.  Ofier  it  to  those  who  oai^  find  out.  ils 
▼ktwes/— So  I  will. 

Ta  the  afflicted  belieiser  I  know  it  wiiL  he  liighljr 
exhikrating.  Indeed^  I  know  not  what  better  aewra 
to  lell  you,  than  that  the  comio^^  of  the  Lord  drawr^ 
eth  nigh  ;  that  the  burthen  and  heat  of.  the  day  ia. 
over,  and  evening  conung-  on.  apace^;  that  the  moat 
fatiguing  part  of  your  journey  through  the  wildw^ 
ness  is  past,  and  that  a  few  stagea  more  v^ill  htimg 
you  to  the  banks  of  Jordan.  I  do  not  say  these  v^ 
raaining  days  will  be  all  sunahine-^they  may.  be  as 
dark  and  stcjtmy  as  any  you  have  ever  known :  iGiod 
may  crowd  a. great  deal  of  troubie^  into,  aa  inch  of 
-time;~-but,  sUH*  it  is  a  comfort  to  think,  that.whea 
a  few.  years  are  comt,  you  shall  go  the  way  whence 
you  shall  not  letura,  and  the  days  of  jqui  m<mn^ 
ing  shall  be  ended*  in  this  view  it  must  be^a  plea- 
sure to  you  to  hear  the  Aposde  say^  ^^  BrothMD^ 
the  time  is  short :  it  remaineth^  tihat  they  t^iat 
have  wives  be  as  though  they  had  none ;  and  they 
that  rejoice,  as  though  they  rogoiced  not^  and 
they  that  weep,  as  though  they  wept  not;  aa4 
they  that  buy^  as  though  they  poaa^ssed  notf  tmd 
they  that  use  this  world,  as  not.  ahptait^  k :  fi>r 
the  iaahion  ^  thia  worki  pasarth  9wayJ^  (I  Cm< 
vii«99')  ...... 
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5.  Consldcfir  ho^  mamy  mercies  you  liav6»  which 
deith  cannot  deprive  you  of.  . 

Were  you  one  of  those  who  receive  all  their  §[Dod 
thitegs  id  this  life,  then  your  children  had  been  your, 
principal  treaiure^  and  the  loss  of  them  might  well 
ttirow  you  into  agonies,  and  make  you  con*, 
duck  yourself  undone.  But  you  are  better  off: 
you  baT6  other,  and  nobler,  treasures  above, 
qecored  beyond  the  reach  of  accidents, — the  favour 
of  God,  an  interest  rn  Christ,  a  principle  of  grace^ 
aad  a  .title  to  heaven.  What  ar^  the  dearest  and 
sweetest  earthly  comforts  compared  with  these  ?  The 
least  of  those' spiritual  blessings  is  worth  a  worid, 
y%t;  «  thoutand  such  worlds  as  this ;  and  yet, 
amidst  all  your  losses,  these  you  have  still ;  these 
yeu  can  neverlote :  for  with  respect  to  them,  God's 
••  gifts  and  callings  are  without  repentance."  Thy 
Maker  is  thy  husband :  the  Lord  of  hosts  is .  his 
name :  and  by  that  relation  he  bath  given  you  ar 
MiOe  better  than  *  that  of  sobs'  and  of  daughters : 
'^  ad'everlasting'  name,  that  shall  not  be  cut  off."  .  If 
ever,  therefore^  you  are  *^  cast  down  and  disquieted 
witUn  you,'Vand  tempted  to  t^ink  hardly  of  God,: 
because  of  those  frequent  breaches  the  almost 
total -desolation  he  hath  made  in  your  family;  in- 
alMitly  check  the  unreasonable  and  ungrateful  mur^ 
nmr,  by  considering  *^  how  great  things  the  Lord 
hath  done  fior  you  :"  and  say,  with  those  great  be* 
lieirers,  '*  Although  my  bouse  be  not  so  with  God, 
yet  be  hath  made  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant, 
ordered  in  all  things^  and  sure:  for  this  is  all  my 
aalTation,  and  all  my  desire,  although  he  make  it 
i|ot|ogrow«^  (9  Sam.  sxiii^  dO    "Although  the. 
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fig-tree  shall  not  blossom,  neither  shall  iruit  he  ia 
the  vine ;  the  labour  of  the  olive  shall  fail,  and  the 
^elds  shall  yield  no  meat ;    the  flocks  shall   be   cut 

•  •  • 

6ff  from  the  fold,  and  there  shall  be  no  herd  in  the 
stall ;  yet  will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will'  joy  in 
the  God  of  mysalvation''  (Hab:  iii.  17 :)  "  For  I 
am  persuaded  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  an- 
gels, nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  pre- 
sent, northings  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate 
me  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
my  Lord."  (Rom.  viii.  3S, ) 

I  intended,  if  strength  had  permitted, 

II.  To  "  gather  up  the  fragments  that  remain,^ 
for  more  general  instruction. 

As  it  is,   I  can  barely  mention   the  two  or  three 
following — viz. 

'   L  That  many  of  our  dts tresses  are  owing  to  our 
mistakes. 

It  was  so,  as  you  have  heard,  in  the  story  before 
us.  Those  afflicted  parents  were  almost  breaking 
their  hearts  about  their  children,  supposing  that 
they  must  necessarily  be  all  dead ;  whereas  they 
were  only  prisoners  ;  and  if  they  had  had  patience, 
they  would  have  seen  the  Lord  turn  again  their 
captivity,  and  restore  them  safe  to  their  parents 
and  country  again*  And  it  is  very  often  the  case 
with  ourselves :  we  fear,  where  no  fear  is ;  and  ter- 
rify ourselves  almost  to  distraction,  where  there  is 
no  real  danger:  and  so  we  grieve  immoderately 
where  there  is  no  teal  cause  to  grieve  at  all,  yea,* 
where  (all  things  considered)  we  are  rather  called 
to  joy  and  thankfulness*      ^<  Blessed,  are  the  dead 
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wbieh  die  ni  the  Lord;  ev^n  so,  taith  the  Spirit^ 
for  tfiey  rest  from  their  labours/'  apd  are  season-' 
ab]y  teJien  away  from  the  evil  to  come :  and  if  any: 
<rf  Chem  were  allowed  to  speak  to  us»  they  would 
cheek  our  excessive  sorrow  with  a  ^^Weep  not  for 
me,  but  weep  for  yourselves"—"  if  ye  loved  me,  ye 
would  rejoice,  because  I  said  I  go  unto  the  Father/'. 

2.  That  ov^-fondness  in  possession  makes  way 
forever-grief  at  parting. 

-  Ood  sends  us  an  agreeable  child,  or  an  agreeable 
partner,  or  aome  other  outward  comfort,  no  matter 
what:  we  are  pleased  with  it,  doat  upon  it,  and' 
mast  needs  make  an  idol  of  it;  aqd  all  our  cares 
and  joys  are  bound  up  in  its  life.    Hence  it  is,  that 
when  God  calls  for  it  again,  we  let  it  go  with  so 
little  patience  and  piety  :  we  fret,  we  murmur,  we 
isge,  and,  in   a   tone  of   angry    discontent,    cry/ 
«*  They  have  taken  away  my  gods,  and  what  have 
I  more  »/*    The  rule  is  ( and  we  are  always  happiest 
when  we  keep  to  it  most  closely,)  "  Set  your  affec*- 
tions  on  things  above,  and  not  on  things  on  the^ 
earth/'  (Col.  iii-S.) 

3.  That  •*  they  who  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  in 

joy.** 

I  mean,  if  they  be  the  children  of  God ;  for 
otherwise  they  have  nothing  to  do  with* joy,  either 
here  or  hereafter :  and  do  you  not  think  their  case 
must  be  doubly  deplorable,  who  lose  their  earthly 
comforts,  and  have  no  share  in  divine  consolations  ? 
who  meet  with  trials  that  bring  down  their  grey 
hairs. with  sorrow  to  the  grave,  and  yet,  dying  in 
their  sins,  without  an  interest  in  Christ  the  great 
propitiation,  tare    frowned   upon   by: the   Judge 
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c|f  fill  tbe  eaftb^«iuleoRd«qn(ed  fOfOtltM  4*rkAN(b^ 
«'  .^herc  is  wtept Dg»  ud  wailiag,  nod  .gmiBbto^  -pf 
teeth  for  ever/'        r^,     ;      • 
:  Cio.home^  tberefert,  aii4beg  4lie  God  <if  «M  #yi0e^ 
>  to  put  you  ameng:  bii  cbHAtBOrx  beeeet hsbiflft  tt> 
ttreal  l^js  Son  in  you :  td  1*  cieate  ita  your  «;<tl9iA 
beail,  and  teqew  a  rigfiX  spmt  within  you  ^"^   t^ 
*^  turn  awaj^  yUm  eyts  from    befaotding   tatii^  ; 
and  to   **  shed  abroad   the  love  .of  "God  in  ywit 
hdsMa  abuftdfttittyt  thiOdgb   the  H^y  Gbokt/'i~ 
Theot  if  .^vi9r  I  should  be  oaUed  to  syinp^thiae 
Hfitb  any  of  you  under  trtiubl^,  I  ^ouid  not  :b<Mi«i 
tMe  to  assure  youi    that  tliough  j?o«i  Imro  now. 
seating  in  tears,  you  should  one  day  teap  in  J|dy  ^ 
that  ^^  though  veeping  may  endure,  for  a  Higbt^  Joy 
ivill  come  in  the  morning ;''   that^  tbougii  for .  tb9 
present  all  God's  waves  and  his  billows,  seem  .tq  be 
passing  o^er;you,. yet  ^^  the  Loid  will  oommMd  bie- 
loviing-Jfiindiiess  in  the  |lfty«» time,  'and  in  ttfe  wghtt 
yaur  soi^  shall ^e. with  btm^  and  your  pr^^r  to. 
tbe  God  of^our  life;"    that  your  ^' light  afflic- 
tions, which  are  but  for  a  moment,  shdir  Wori^  oiit 
for  you.  afdr  saiore  eisoeeding  and  ^ern»l  if  eight 
of  glory  ;*'  and  that,  notwithstanding  your  pr^ent 
80tro!v<a  and  aufferinga,  y^^  ia  comJequenae  ofjou  r 
present  sertow*  and  sufferings,  you  $haJl  sbio^.g)^ 
i»otts]y  amoQg  it  hose  happy  ones»  cooceraing  ^h^iii 
it  ia  said»    ^'Theie  Md  they  which  eaoie  ciivt  o( 
great  tribuktioni  aOd  ibave  wasbed  ^beir  robot,  wd 
ina^e  them  white  19.  th^  Uood  of  the  I^n»b :  (here*^ 
fore  are  they  before  *the  throne  «€  God,  and  serve 
hdm  day  and  night  in  bis  temple.;  and.  He  tbiat  bifi^ 
tetfa  upon  the  throne  ahali  dwell  among  (be»f; 
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They  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any 
more ;  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  them,  nor  any 
heat:  for  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne  shall  feed  thetai,  and  shall  tead  them  to  living 
fountains  of  waters;  and  Grod  shall  wipe  away  all 
tedrs  from  their  eves/'  (Rev.  vii^  14.) 


•«e 
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SERMON  VIIL 

OCCASIONED  BY  THE  DEATH  OF  MRS.  LAKE  (THE 

MOTHER,) 

WBO  DIBD  IH  NOTEMBSB,  1774. 


Heb.  iv.  9. 

There  remainethj  thereforey  a  rest  to  the  people 

of  God. 

Akd  it  is  well  there  dotb ;  for  otherwise  the  la« 
bours  and  sufferings  of  this  present  life  would  beutter^ 
ly  insupportable.  '*  Man  is  born  to  trouble  as  the 
sparks  fly  upward  ;'^  but  some  have  a  greater  share 
than  others:  we  read  (Rev.  vii,  14)  of  some,  thut 
were  advanced  to  stations  of  distinguished  eminence 
in  heaven,  standing  before  the  throne  of  God  in 
white  robes,  and  with  palms  in  their  hands ;  and 
find  that  these  were  persons  **  who  had  come  out 
of  great  tribulation/'  The  bitter  cup  goes  round, 
and  all  must  taste  it  in  their  turn ;  but  few  drank 
oftener,  or  deeper,  of  it,  than  the  deceased.  She 
seemed  to  be  set  up  as  a  public  monument  of  the 
rebukes  of  Providence  and  the  triumphs  of  grace. 
And  as  there  is  something  in  her  history  so  singu- 
larly afflictive,  so  crowded  with  sorrow  upon  sor- 
row, I  may  venture,  on  such  an  occasion,  to  give 
you  a  sketch  of  it. 

When  the  ^rst  breach  was  made  in  her  femily, 

which  is  now  about  three  years  ago,  the  sudden- 

.  ness  of  the  stroke  could  not  but  give  a  momentary 
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thock ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  to  see  one,  •  the  most 
timorous  of  all  her  children,  me^t  death  so  calmly; 
take  leave  of  fsitherand  mother,  brothers  abd  sisters,* 
and  ber  most  intimate  friends,  with  so  much  com-- 
posure ;  and  go  out  of  the  world  smiling  and  sing*  • 
iog ;  no  one  wondered,  that,  in  such  'circumstances,' 
the  mother  should  be  resigned  to  the  translation. 

But  when,  after  an  interval  of  only  six  months,  a^ 
second  child  was  called  for,  and  that  too  a  swi^  in* 
a]l  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  at  a  time  when  brighter 
prospects  were  opening  upon  him*^when  he  died, 
some  envied  her  the  honour  of  being  the  mother  of » 
one  so  early  ripe  for  heaven  ;  others  wondered  how' 
she  could  survive  the  loss:  but  you  all  know  how 
meekly  ^be  kissed,  the  rod  that  struck  her  favourite 
dead;  how  she  enjoyed   his  triumph  over  death,' 
and  joined  with  us  in  shouting  **  Thanks  be  to  God,- 
who  gave  him  the  victory,  through  our  Lord  Jeiui 
Christ/'  ^ 

She  had  but  just  time  to  look  about  her,  and 
reckon    up    the    children  she   had   left-*<'only  six 
months-^and  Death  knocked   at  her   door  again,  • 
and  a  third  child  was  summoned  away  !^-and,  at  the^ 
same    time,    a   strong  intimation  given    that   he- 
(Death)  should  soon  be  with  her  again.    At)d  so 
ilideed  he  was:—- only  five  months,  and  her  hus- 
band left  her  to  sigh  out  the  widow's  complaint :  • 
**  Lover  and  friend  hast  thon  put  ^  from  me,  and 
mine  acquaintance  into  darkness.'' 

Now,  one  would    have  thought.  Death  should- 
have  had  enough  out  of  one  family,  and  that  stie 
might  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy  the  small  re«»^ 
mainder  in  peace.     But  no  such   thing.    It  hath 
been  an  old  saying,  ^^  Cruel  m  JJetUh^  insatiable  as 


the  gnte :  and  now  lye  see .  those '  characters  wem 
i)ot  given  them  for  nothing ;  for,  notwithstanding  all 
the  preciotts  morsels  she  had  thrown  it,  the  Grav^ 
opened  its  meagre  mouth,  and  cried  give^  giv4j,  with 
as  much  greediness  and  impatience  as  if  she  had 
i^erer  given  it  aay  thidg ;  and  all  the  favour  she 
could  obtain  was  a  respite  of  onlj  twelve  months^ 
and  then  a  fourth  child  was  arrested  and  quickly 
liurried  off! 

You  Will  easily  suppose  that  all  this  could  not 
he  without  gi^eat  fatigue  of  body,  as  well  as  distress 
6f  mind  ;  for,  except  the  first  and  last,  all  the  rest 
were  several  months  a  dying  i    and  many  a  busy 
day,  and  many  a  wearisome  night,  was  appointed  to 
ber  during  the  tedious  progress  of  their  disease^ 
however,  she  bore  it  all  to  admiration,  and  was 
a  fresh  proof  of  the  truth  and  sweetness  of  that 
promise :   ^*  As  thy  days,  so  thy  strength  shall  be/'- 
(Dent,  xxxiii.  95.)     But  when  her  nursing  and 
lAuryipg  ^ork  was  over, ;  and  she  had  no  fnore  sick 
ckitdren  to    care  for,    she  sickened   herself,    and. 
quickly  perceived  that  she  eow   ttmied  that  at^. 
tendance  whieh  she  had  been  so  long '  accnstomed 
to  give.      Her  spirits  failed ;    her  strength  (ailed ; 
^^  heart  and  flesh  foiled ;''    and,    like  a  lab«ureri 
after  a  hard   day^s  work,  she  sat  down,  rejOHHbg 
that  bed«time  was  so  near:   for^  in  her  busiest  Md: 
moat  gloomy  hours,  this  was  her  suppoort,  and  ttna  - 
her  song  in  the  house  of  her  pilgrimage ;   ^-  There 
r^itaaineth  a  rest  to  the  people  of  God/' 

These  words  hold  up  to  us  these  two  general  ob*  - 
aervationa^-viE. 

•  h  That  this  worid  is  usually  a  state'  of  labour 
aad suffering  tathe  people  of  God. 


II.  Tint  the  world  to.  eoiDe  is  a  stiite  of  lett  and 
reoompence. 

But  before  we  eater  on  the  particulars,  either  of 
their  grie&  or  j<^St  it  may  be  right  to  ascertain 
their»oharacter.  Our  text  says,  **  There  remaiaeth 
a  rsst  for  the  peopU  ofQod!^  Who  are  they  ?  It  ia 
proper  to  know,  beoaqse  to  ^M^htU  them  theK  ^*  re- 
afuuneth  nothii^  but  a  certain  £Muiul  looking  for  of 
wrath  and  fiery  indignation  to  devour  theo^."  The 
people  of  God  are  so  denomi  aated, 

\.  Erom  God's  property  in  iAmi. 

*^  The  Lord's  portion  is  his  people,  andt  Japob  ia 
the  lot  of  bis  inhevitanee/'  (Deut  xxxii.  9.)  This 
was  an  appeUatio»  fora)eriy  peculitf  to  the  Jews; 
whom  the  Lord  was  pleased,  in  awful  sovereignty, 
to  single  out  from  the  rest,  of  the  worlds  aod  form 
into  a  state,  where  he  himself  condescended  to  be 
their  judge,  their  lawgiver,  and  their  king:  and 
tbia  not  on  account  of  any  superior  worthiness  in 
them  beyond  their  neighbour  nations :  the  contrary 
was  notorious  ;«^but  hear  God's  own  account  of  the 
aiatter:  *^  For  Ibou  art  an  holy  people  unto  .the 
Lord  thy  God ;  the  Lord  thy  God  bath  chosen  thee 
to  be  a  special  people  uata  bim,  above  all  people 
that  are  upon  the  face  of  the  eartlu  The  Lord  did 
not  set  hia  lo^  upon  you,  nor  choose  you,  because 
ye  wepe  more  in  number  than  any  ^people.  ( for  ye 
were  the  fowest  of  all  people;)  but:b«H»oae  the 
Lord  loved  you,  and  because  he  would  keep  the 
<)ath  which  he  had  sworn  unto  your  fathtfa,  hath 
tbe  Lord  brought  you  out  with  a  mighty  hand,  and 
redeemed  you  out  of  the  bouse  of  bondage,  from 
tile  faand^pf  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt/'  (D^t.  vii 
&«^S.)    And  from  that  time  the  divine,  &wwr.  wai 
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in  aBManef  confined,  to  the  Jewiflh  nati0a,  and  all 
the  world  besides  wer^  considered,  or.*  rather  n^* 
Jected,;  as  outcasts  and.  aliens^  But.  now  <*  tb& 
Aiddle  wall  of  partition  is  broken  down,''  md  there 
is  QO  more  distinction  of  Jew  aad  Greek  ;  mm»  all 
that  bgeUeve  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and.  embrace 
and  obey  his  Gos|iel,  are  the  people  of  God.  '^  But 
ye  are  a  chosen  gaoeratioo,  a  royal  priesthood,  aft 
.holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people ;  that  ye  should  show 
forth  the  praises  of  him  who  hath  called  you  out  of 
darkness  into  his  marvelloius  light/'  (}  Pet.  ii,  9J 
The  people  of  God,. then,  are  those  whom  the  Lord 
hath  set  apart  for  hiouself;  whom  he  claims  as  his 
5>wn,  to  command  and  dispose  of  as  be  pleases««» 
IThey  ^o  are  distinguished, 

S«  3y  their  conformity  to  Ood. 

««  The  oarnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God ;  for  it 
is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  caa 
be/'  There  is,  in  every  unrenewed  hearc,  an  aver- 
sion to  the  strict  and  i^niversal  holiness  which  the 
i^w  of  God  requires.  ^  Our  lips  are  our  own,'  say 
they;  *  who  is  Lord  over  us  ?  As  for  the  word  which 
thdu  hast  spoken  to  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  we 
will  not  hearken  unto  thee,  but  we  will  tsertainly  do 
whatsoever  thing  goeth  forth  out  of  our  own  mouth.^ 
And  so  they  do*  Look  at  them  when  you  will,  you 
see.  them  walking  after  the  ways  of  their  own  heart, 
and  the  sight  of  their  own  eyes,  making  piovisioa 
for  the  flesh,  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof.  But  it  i» 
tkft. sure  criterion  of  the  people  of  God,  that  they 
delight  .in  the  law  of  the  Lord  after  the  inner  mao : 
^^  Thy  law  is  holy^  therefore  thy  servant  loveth  it/' 
^Ps.cxix*  140*)  They  hate  every  fidse  wayt  voUjnt 
tarily  swear  allegiance  to  the  Prinoe  of  Peace ;  and 
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had  ratber  be  Christ^  servants  tbao*  their  own  mas^ 
ten.  So  thej  aie  described  i  *^  For  this  is  the  co-^ 
Tenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  house  of.  Israel 
after  those  days,  saith  the  Lord :  I  will  pot  my  laws 
into  ihiAr  mind,  and  write  them  in  their  hearts  j 
and  I  will  be  to  them  a  God,  and  they  shall  be  to  me 
a  people*'  ( Heb.  viii.  10 :)  and,  ^'  Bm  be  ssid^  Surely 
they  are  my  people ;.  diildren  that  will  not  lie :  so 
he  was  their.  Saviour/'  ( Isai.' Ixiii.  8.)  They  will 
not  Us :  they  will  not  pretend  one  thing  and  prac* 
tise  another ;  but  will  live  up  to  Uieir  profession  r 
and^  however  they  may  aceidentally,  through  the 
frailty  of  nature  or  fbesurprite  of  temptation,  stum«^ 
Ue  or  step  aride,  yet  the  principle  and  prevailing 
bent  of  their  souls  is  to  glorify  God  and  enjoy  htm 
for  ever. 

These  are  they  whom  our  text  calls  the  ^^  people 
of  God,''  and  it  is  of  them  1  speak  when  1  say, 

L  That  their  present  state  is  usually  a  state  of 
hdK>ur  and  suffering. 

It  may  seem  strange,  at  the  first  mentioning^ 
that  the  people  of  God,  his  property^  bis  favour- 
ites, his  affectionate  and  obedient  servaixts^  shonld 
be  exposed  to  any  thing  that  was  disagreeable  '  and 
painfuK  One  would  think  that  a  child  of  God 
migbt  pass  through  the  world,  and  no  peroon  dare 
lift  a  hnnd  or  move  a  tongue  against  him ;  that 
every  thing  shstuld  be  nwde  to  contribujbe  ;to  bis 
convenience  and  pleasure;  and,  in  short,  that  he 
should  peas  froiak  one  paradiae  on  earth,  to  afiothei 
paiadise.in  heaveQ*.  .In  thb  manner  you  think  y&H 
should .  provide  fov  those  you  love;  and  you  are 
ready^toijthink  that  God  sh()uld  do  the  saine,fi>rA#t 
4dl|ld(en  #iijd  s^Tents ;  at  least,  if  yQU  quuffiti  l^rpvff 
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thil'fae  M^Ai;  y6ii  wMi  Omt'^h^wdtilA  deal  t<r  ieai 
derly  ^t^  fctmtifirny  wtth  hb  people.  Bat  my 
prtriMt  bisiseflB  te*  not  ta  Hiten  to  what  ^oa  may 
kmef*in^ki  td  hb  the  situation  of  the  people  of 
GKMHnf  tills  trotid,  bat  to  tell  you  what  it  reMy  i$; 
•ttdttiafi^  COO)*  by  Ute'  pemissiott  and  appointment 
ef'thf}  only  wiBe  God/ttieir  awured  fnend  iand  fa« 
Aer :  kild  4  'beKeiie  no  one  will  deny  but  that  many 
iw^  the  afBlctiOM  of  the  righteoua,  arising^  from 
Bod^y  Inllrtiiitiea^  Wortdly  Dtfappoiortmefnts,  9pi« 
tiMiel^dftfilcte^  and*  LaboHoua  Ste^lices.— j%  wotd 
ortwobu  eaeb:  and  a  word  or  two  is  enough;  for 
why'^bould  we- spend  much  time  on  the  gloomy 
pait  of  the  scene  }  Now  it  is  over,  her  sufferings 
aM  all  «oded(  and  she  is  entered  into  rest ;  and  we 
will  make' all  the  haste  we  can  to  follow  her.  Let 
me  only  j  nsTmentioa  tire  sources  of  h<^  former  trou- 
ble, because,  ttmugh  M^  is  safe  over  Jordan,  we  are 
yet  in  the  wHderness,  and  may  have  many  of  those 
distressing  trials  to  go  through  fh>m  which  she  is  so 
bafquly  delivered. 

'    I  say,  then,  (be  people  of  God  may  suffer  much, 
'  i.  Pro^ bodily  infirmities. 

'  <Fhysi'€laifti  have  recUoned  up  a  surprising  number 
ef  tfieases'*  to  which  the  human  body  is  liable;  and 
yetV  ik^  Mt  probability,  the  one  half  hath  not  beea 
toM.  ^  tt»w'ahouM  H,  wheiv  the  least  defect  in.  any 
one  ef  the  almost  impt&rceptible  end  inriutaeraUe 
tvbes  and^ 'fibres  Would  give  rise,  to  some  iiew  dia* 
isrde^  'Ibt,  passing  these,  only  tliink  a  moment  on 
thehjDofe  eotamion  diseases  with  which  we  are  daily 
ebnv^iimtV'  Go  6>  dn^  house:  there  ycfu  see  a 
person  b6wnd  hand  and  foot  in  the  go«t,  totally 
ineafteUe  of  eac^cise  -er  enjoymettt.    Qo  to  an^ 
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other:  there  y<M  see  a  peniott  ftweelief ,  tremT^Uaf, 
^roaniBf^  under  the  exquisite,  the  almost  agoeisii^ 
tortures  of  the. stone:  perpetually  chaogiBf  plaois 
and  postures,  to  try  for  a  moment's  ^ase.  He^e 
you  meet's  poor  emaciated  object,  a  mere  aai* 
mated  skeleton,  that  beth  been  for  months  wssling 
in  s  consumption:  there  lies  another,  biirsciog  in 
a  dropsy,  or  almost  strangled  with  ai  asthms* 
Tired  with  fruitless  attempts  to  get  a  little  relief  all 
the  day,  they  rejoice  in  the  ap|»oachof  nighty 
andsay.  My  bedshall.comfortme:  but,  alas,  them 
too  they  are*',  filled  with  tossings  to  and  fro  to  tbe 
dawning  of  the  day :''  so  that  in  the  morning  .tbey 
say.  Would  God  it  were  evening ;  and  ia  the  eve»« 
ing.  Would  God  it  were  morning.  And  the.  few 
that  escape  those  acute  •  diseases,  find  the  conv* 
mon  infirmities  of  old  age  more  than  they  ean  wdl 
bear.  Who  can  wonder^  then,  that  such  ^*  ^oan^ 
being  burthened/'  and  long  .  to.  be  *'  oncloUied,^' 
or  rather  '*  clothed  upon  with  thdr  heuse  which  is 
from  heaven/'  * 

ft.  Worldly  business  and  disappointments. 

Sometimes  their  situation  in  life  is  suoh  as  ra^ 
quires  great  and  constant  application:  they  have 
this  thing,  and  that  thing,  aud  a  tbousand  tliij^i, 
to  do;  and  one  engagetaient  follows  anether  m 
quickly,  that  they  have  hardly  time  for.religioa  or' 
refreshment.  ^  This  hath  been  ibe  grief  end  l^urthea 
ctf  many  of  the  Lord's  people ;  and  you  may  often 
hrar  them,  when  their  spirits  are .  quite  exbMmlsd 
with  continusl  bustling,  cry,  ^'  O  thet  I  lual  wii^ 
like  a  dove  1  then  would  I  fly  isway,  and  ht^zX  rsst.^ 
It  IS  tiresome  enough  to  be  in  such  a  .  pnvpetusl 
hurry  when  matters  go  on  prosperottsly»  and  «Tery 
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tfaiog  iu^ceedt  to  their  wisbes:  but.  veity  dften  ihe^ 
^^  toil  all  night)  and  cateh  nothiog''«— .work  hard  to 
B^  patffose:  with  grcM  eofieiiae  and  trouble  mar  a 
gourd)  and,  just  as  they  are  b^inningtoianjojr  its 
'  grateful  /  shade,  a  wovm  eat&  the  reot,  a«d  it  wi* 
thers  m  a  night :  '*  rithes  eiaketo  themselves  whige, 
end  %  $mBfz''  fviends  drep  k>ff;  the  world  giowe 
ill-ttatuitd  ;  «ed  those  from  .  whooi  they  had  tbe 
'greatest  expeotatioos,  fm^e  fatoken  reeds. 

i  -do  not  smf  that  these  trooiiJes,  olr  thoee  UD* 
der  tbe  'fonHer  faead^   ace  pebutiar   to  the  people 
'^  6ed;  all  thii^  eoiie  elike  to  all;  good  -a«l 
bfdj  all  heire  their  tnfnaiities,    hurries,  laiid  d»- 
«ppoietttMnts«    But   thts    I  nay  venUse  to  eejr, 
4hat  tbe  !pa6ple  of  God  «!«  none  exposed  than  «ay 
withers    to   the     woridfs    eeosures    and     iii^wiil. 
The  experiistooe  ef  so  many  agesheth  now  isad^ 
ittm  aXicim  m  Oiriatiatiity,  that ''  ell  that  will  Aivfe 
godly  hk  Chriee  Jesus  must  suffer  peneeutioa*^' 
^DrunkennesB,.  noeleaDvess,  profiateaeas^^^eny)  tbe 
most  flagrant  immorality  shdl  pass  ^iDcfaecked ;*-^ 
but  let  e  man-lippttra  puhlie  adirocaibe  for  Christ, 
end  ecVQple  to  oonfoim.  to  the  world  in  ell  the 
^ttbio^able  fUKes  and^viees  6f  the  times,  and  bees 
steeM  SUM  to  be  pointed  at,  aaeeted  et^etruck  at, 
emd  <ieaded  with  iill  the  inftmy,  pmns,  and  pene^ 
ties,  wbiehchehr  malice  ciin  invent,  and  thehr  poiMsr 
^niUv^.    Sife,  without  the  seoitrge  of  penecotiimL,     \ 
'thens  enre  tMMitles  enough  felt,  or<feared,  to  make 
'tfcte  people  tie  God  weary  6f  the  world,  <»d  .joili 
Imirtily  Ita  the  4xeKanat1on  of  the  Pdaimiet :  ^'  ^Wob 
'is  me,  that  I  soJMini  in  Meseehs  end  dwell  in  ^bk 
^tsdts  of  4Cederf 
S«  SfHTitQiii  eOB^ieli, 
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And  tfa^te  aw  tnwbka  -  whiob  tbe  world  kaowl 
Bothinig.  of.  They  see  a  i^wMn  io  AdI  heridi^  toil 
easy  circuii]«tai>ceB»  a|id  wonder  wbtt  cqa  ta9k% 
bim  inilitppy«  If  he  4Mttfem{>t  to  tell  tiiiem  of  t 
*^  law  in  his  onembera  warriiyg  againat  the  law  of  his 
mind,''  or  ^^  the  plague  of  hie  own  beurt/'  or  ^^  tbii 
fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one;"'  it  is  all  wMme)  and 
nonsense,  which^  lAiank  God!  they  ware  meffer 
troubled  with.  So  they  may  tsik,  in  tbe  bJindneM 
and  gaiety  of  their  hearts.  But^  ^Christians,  you 
can  witness,  from  experience,  to  the  reality  and 
bitterness  of  such  inward  coofliets;  and  that  no 
outward  calamtty-«-npt  the  greatest  loss  you  erer 
net  with  Id  busiuesa,  not  the  death  of  the  aaarest 
and  dearest  friend  yon  had  in  the  il^orid,  not  tfae 
most  painful  disorder  of  body— tbe  worst  of  theoa 
all.  Was  nothii^  to  the  anguiah  yc^u  felt  when  the 
Lord  wrote  bitter  tilings  against  you«  and  made 
ynn  to  possess  the  ioiquitiea  of  yeMr  youtii.  -  The 
Christian  lils  is  oAen  called  a  warfare ;  and  the  prcH* 
fesscMB  of  religion,  if  they  would  approve  tfaem^ 
selres^^good  sc^dieraof  Jesus  Cfaristv'^  must  ^*enr 
4ure  baldness/'  Their  atre^gth  and  courage  wiU 
be  often  ^ried ;  ^*  for  we  wrestle  siM  only  witjir  fleA 
and  blcNsd,  but  with  principalities  and  poweis,  and 
spif imal  wiokednesses  in  high  pdacas/'  They  had 
Med  be  always  sober  And  vigifant;  in  ^^  their  ad^ 
aeiaary,  the  devil,  aa  a  roariag  iioo,  Gontiouaily 
faeth  ebont  aeeluag  whom  hejosay  devonr."  He 
hath  deivtGas,  which  no  Chi:iattan  ahould  be.  jgih>rant 
of;  and  fiery  datts,  againat  which  nothing  but  the 
shield  of  ftith^  and  the  hreast-phite  of  righteous- 
aess,  can  defend*  And  his  assaoitp  are  so  fierce* 
apd  frequent,  that  they  are  obUged,  jm  it  were,^  to 
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lie  always  upon  their  arms :  to  work,  as  the  Jews 
did  in  rebuilding  the  temple,  with  their  trowel  in 
one  hand  and  a  sword  in  the  other.  This  must'be 
tiresome;  and  yet  this  is  not  the  worst:  they  have 
«in  enetby  within  their  own  breast,  ftom  which 'ttiey 
have  ibore  to  fear  than  from  any  ibreigW  enemy 
whatever.  'Many  a  painful  Sttnggle  have  they  had 
with 'a  bard  heart,'  a  slotbfUr  heart,  a  stubborn 
^  heart,  ati '  unbelieving  heart,  a  **  heart  deceitful 
above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked  :'*  and 
Yietng  obliged  to  keep  it"**  with  all  diligehce,"  it  is 
DO  wonder  if,  at  length,  tired  out  with  such  con- 
stant watching  and  frequent  encounters,  they  cry 
CNYt  with  earnestness,  ^*  Oh,  wretched  man  that  I 
am,  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death/* 

4.  Laborious  services. 

Christians  are  not  only  soldiers,  but  servants: 
they  must  not  only  fight  the  Lord's  battles,  but  do 
the  Lord's  work.  Dangers  will  not  excuse  from 
duty :  when  they  have  got  the  better  of  any  temp- 
tation, they  may  rejoice,  but- they  must  not  be 
idle.  Thek  work  is  never  done :  there  are  duties 
to  God,  and  da  ties  to  man ;  duties  of  their  cocbmon 
calling,  arid  duties  of  religion ;  and  when  one  duty 
is  over,  tber^  is  another  waiting  for  them ;  bo  that 
a  Christian  CAb  never  find  time  to  say  to  his  soal, 
^  Soul,  take  thine  ease."  Now^  though  their  4ieart 
is  in  «hehr  work,  aSKl  cbey  delist  to  do  ihe  wi41  of 
God,  yet  they  cannot  hold  out  always  :  if' the  spirit 
be  willing,  the  flesh  is  weak :— they  long  to  ^'  goup 
to  the  house  of  the  Lord  ;*'  where  they  have  spent 
«ome  i;f«he  iiapfaefft  liouiB  of  their  liveS)  %nt  they 
eantMt  milt  m^t^fMi^  loog  to  retim  into  their 
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doflets^and  sKut  the  door,  and  pray  to  their  Father 
ia  sepr^^  and  e^|oy  that  endearing  freedom  and  ieU 
lowship  wNcJi  formerly  they  did ;  but  they  feel 
tbema^vas  too  weak  to  wr^tle  with  God ;  they  hare 
bajK}ly  atrengtl^  -eapugh  tox  silent  meditation.^  they 
af^  tired  wjth  ^nly  ^^einpting  to  think,  so  conf> 
liined  ,ffnd ;  ufin^aiif^eable  are  their  thoughts.  In 
tl49(  pitiable  state  hav^  many  of  the  Lord's  people 
laqguiahed*  for  days,  and  weeks,  waiting  apd  wish» 
log  that  the  time  to  favour  them  would  come,  when  ^ 
they  shall,  hare  leave  to  die,  and  shall  rest  from  those 
labours  to  which  they  are  now  no  longer  equal.-^ 
The  loog-espected  time,  at  last  arrives :  a  messenger 
from  their  heavenly  Father  beckons  them  away* 
^t  the  welcome  summons,  they  take  a  cheerful 
leave  of  the  world,  and  all  its  vanities  and  vexa- 
tions, and  enter  into  that  rest  which  remaineth  to 
the  people  of  God. 

With  pleasure  we  follow  them — snd  proceed  to 
the  next  general  observation,  viz. 

II.  That  the  world  to  come  is  a  state  of  rest  and 
recompenee. 

And  this  rest  is  Certain,  Seasonable,  £ntire,  and 
Everlastiagw^-^^Here  is  now  a  field  opened  for  the 
QUM:  deligbtftil  contemplation :  and  yet  even  here 
Wis  have  no  time  to  sanater :  we  can  only  dip  the 
top  of  our  rod  in. the  honey,  as  we  pass  abng  the 
nHderoess  ;*-*it  as  satisfectioa  chough  to  know  that 
2we  Aie  ftravellii^  towards  a  land  flowing  with  milk 
9n4'  hoAey . 
jl  said^ 
«    Ir  Thta  seat  is  eeitein, 

>  And  I  QEie^tion  this  fimt,  beoause,  unless  you  are 
well  convinced  of  this^  nodiing  that  I  can  say  ot 
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Hft  excellency  wiU  hvT€  aay  wteigbt^  '  Wliat  would 
itsigttiff,  if  I  weie  to  g 0  to<  any  of  ydu,  when  yim 
were  bovred  4own  ^wilb:^  ttouUe,  ftud  ^ay^  ^^ome, 
tfo*  tool  give  way  to  grief  t  wk^  tMu*  leUhmt^knAf^tet 
fM^s  may  cbfne:  po^kof/^  thoire  rainalinetii'tt  nest  to 
ilve  pe<^^  of  Gtod:  jodf^ft^^rtlifere  tnay  bd  vnoth^ 
tMte  iflei^  thii,  where^you  may- have  a*  hsppierfot^ 
¥lifei^hath  b<:eii'  a  tradition  imiid^  down  (though 
I  know  not  upon  wliat  authority )» that  *'- they  that 
aow  in  tears,  shall  reap  in  joy:**  perhtpjpsh  may 
hf&  tibe;  th«Mfeire  plntAi  up  yo«r  apirttS'  add  rejoiee 
io  ht>pi&/-^Afc^  0iy  fttenda,  tbia  were  pbor  cmaela^ 
tioe:  aad  If  I  could  pcoduce  n^  betUBf  *  aathority 
ihatf  eofauntoo  teport,  and  precarioua  peradventvfes, 
you  Ai^t  well  tarn  away  ia  disguat;  aadsay^ 
«^Mitoiqkble  oooifortefs  are  ye  all."  Bvk,  thanks 
^Im  to  GodU  theaer  h  a  surer  foondatioo  -fer  your 
&Ub  and  joy.  ^^  Believeat  thou  the  prophets?  I 
kaow  that  thou^  faeiieveat''  theao.  Tbia  briaga  the 
matler^  to  a  dear  and  speedy  isSua  (  for  *^  life  and 
taamartafilQr  are  bnught  to  light  by  the  Gospel/' 
The  promise  of  God,  and  the  purchase  of  Christ, 
l^attit  Qtft^cf  ati  doubt.  <^  Let  not  your  hearts  be 
troubled;'^! said  the  Lord  of  Life  to  kts  som>#iag 
diaaiples;  ^  ye>believe  in<God,  believQ  dsoau  He. 
:  in  my  Satker'a  JMmaeare  smbj  omosiotis ;  if  if  ^wece 
woVtNs  I  would  bsAre told. you*  l.go  toyaapire  ai 
plabe  for  yaa  i  aad*if  i  go  aBd.'pmpaiHeva.|rtiioaiMr 
you.  It  wiU  conae  a^sm^ ,  and  reeeive  you  to  myself ; 
that  .where  L  am,  there  ye  may  be  alao/'  (JImkm  %iy. 

Indeed^'tba  banoair  of  Godaaeaos  tarwafaire  tkat^ 
therei'sbatiUjbe.aaehraiitoteiofiMat  and^iattibaflion 
ite  Ut  iailWuli^MaalfecUig  sesraata.    Tbaylo^e 
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mil,  to  follow  him ;  deny  thsmselvM ;  take  up  their 
cfo0s;  tad  eoont  not  tWk  lives  dewr  imlo  then,  for 
tlwsake o^ Chmt^ndtke gospel:  asd  i) woyld  bea 
rftAecti>6n  open  God,  u  if  he  were  worse  thea  com* 
iiiOB^ii»aBt«pe,  if  any  were  permitted  to .  serire  hia 
fat  sMighe.  **  But  .now  they  deaife  a  hotter  eouftli^^ 
tlMt  18^  tm  heaveoly  ;  wkerdS^fo  Grod  is  not  eekMMd 
tO'beteallod  theit  God ;  for  he  hath  prqparod-for  t^eaft 
a  eity.**  f  Heb.  xi.  I6.) 

£•  Seaaoimble.  * 

He  tiHies  the  traorslatton  of  bis  own  people  to  the' 
^  beat  advanli^e  2  none  are  taken  to  hea?«i  tc»o  aoon^. 
nor  kept  out  of  it  too  long*  Indeed^  with  reapect 
to  Q8  who  are  left  behind,  we  are  many  tiaaes  ready 
to  tWok  it  too  soon.  Never^  never  was  the  death 
of  a  aahit' seemingly  mona  unaeasoaable  than  now,  ^ 
wkeii  theie  are  so  few  to  stood  in  the  gap  between 
an  angry  Ood,  and  a  guilty  Isind.  They  mo  **  tha 
cbariota  of  Israel  and  the  horsemen  thereof/'  Next 
to  the  presence  and  favour  of  God,  they  are  our  best 
d^aee ;  and  if  a  breaoh  be  made  ip  ti^is  barrier^ 
who  knows  what  desolating  judgments  may  break  in. 
Ob  tftua  aocoufll,  the  death  of  eoainent  saints  at 
aoeha  wiptanuiy  well  be  lamented  as  onseasonabie. 
Bat'the  very  eircumslanoe  that  makes  their  removal 
so  regretted  by  survivors,  is  that  which^  peealiariy 
endears  it  to  the  saints  themselves ;  for  they  are 
flMreiftiHy  '^  taken  fimn  the  evtil  to  jtome/'  T^y 
have  already  eodared  a  great  fight  of  affliction; 
havobot'oe  the  borthea  and  heat  of  the  day ;  have 
gone  through  many  tryii^  scenes,  which,  thoughat 
tike  time  they  bore  them  with  exemplary  fortitude, 
'yet  iaseneihly  wasted  their  s^ength  aadapirits:  and 
jttst  when  they  were  ready  to  sink  uadier  the  pres« 
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tnire  of  prewQt  trials,  aiul  thp  dr^ad  of.  a|>proapli-^* 
i^gones.   rfaen  dpth  tbe  fiaJilbw  «fM«i^Q}0i--TMb«i. 
bad  ail  aloQgolwerv^,  aadw^f«Ai9«|^ifti(t4i^ 
trials;   miz^  every   tiitt^r.  <¥|kK  t)iej?^fth^^i(MI#cb>i 
who  knew  their  frame ;  how  much  afflicti6Qiji4;hi^ 
needed,  and  bow  much  they  ccMld  be^r ;  ^ivl  JAffd 
tfaeiD  too  well  t9  silver  theff)  tp  be  tri/^}a|)^ie«|M)f/ 
iteeogthT-*!  aay,,  wbep  th^  Fa^heo  of  lAffskf^  ifiWi; 
that  Patience  hatb  had  b^r  perfect;  wf^rk^^  ilft]l^in4i^l\: 
'puts  a^  end  to  their  sufferings:  *  (#o/  .a^  l^.tfio 
Death,  *  gather  o^  saints  tio^ther,  uoto  ni^i  t^isMe 
that. have  made  a  covenant  with  cn^  by  ^^stfi^*^ 
before  I  pour  oiiit  my.  fury  on  9  ret>eU>ou^  l^ticiib;' 
go  and  fetch  ,m^  that  precious  serva9t  of. qii#ev  .1. 
will   gather  my  whqat  into  my  garaer,  befoff  >.!« 
burn  up  fh^  cha^  with .  unquenchable  fireZ-^T^b^rOf , 
fore,  "tet^qjj  not  .be  weary  in  well  doing,  .for  iot 
di\e  8e999n.we.$ha^  reap^  if  we  feint  not/V  (G^L* 
vi.  7i)  .       ......  .      .*^ 

-  3.  Entire— r    . 

Complete  ^nd  perfect;  are^t  from  every  kind,  aiHl 
frpm    every,. degree,    of  trouble.      Slere^  we.  ve 
sometimes  delivered  from  one  vexation ;  but,  then»> 
another  starts  up  in  its  room,  and  gives  us  fresh 
disturbance:     but  when  once  the  people  of  God 
enter  into  that  r^t  which  semainetb  for  tl^em^ftbov^^k 
they  take  le^v?  of  all  Jbpse  l^i^gs  w.bieb  badcbeea, 
the  causes  of  u^ieasineas^to  t,bi|fn^ibelo)v>«  LFpBHfXh  «. 
9mpie : —     .  ,    ,     .        ^  .       ^     1,  r  .,    :;  1  .,  'j:'  bn^  ^ya 
They  rest  f/om  a)l  b^ly  ji>i/fr^/W.^  JS^M0>m.:y 
coughs,   DOr  8weIl^ngav;qQr;,fttffQ«^lis;/jaov.bs(t^ 
lessnes^,   nor  languprs ;   ,nQ,, tRewfo^ingi  >auds,  vner».  c 
fee|>le  kaees. ,  AU  th<^ compl^^nt8,;#nf|;eye^^^ot^«IW  .^ 
complaint j  gone,  entirely  gone;  and  the  inhabitants- 
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shall  no  ttiore  uy,  ^^  I  am  side  :**  for  '<  Ke  sfi'alt 
change  these '¥1161  bodiM.  anrd  fashion   tbeoS  !ik« 
unto  hi^c^^ti  gtoridauer  bMyV  aoeok-ffiff^  ta  {Re^  ^bi4^«^ 
log  whereby  he  is  aMe  to  subdue  ill  fhfbgs  irnto" 

hinMlf.''    •  '"  ■  •    '^*"    '■'  ".  ''^''l  '  '' 

They  test  fhiih  all  wortdfy  huuk'  dnd  }Jiitress\, 
Where  they  now  are;  none  of  the  trrffing  or  tdiiriiU 
taoM  occurrences  of   this  vaih  woipld*  can  affect'* 
them^     Let  wan,  and  rumours  of  wars,  roar  never 
•okHid,  they  hear  them  not:   let'  famine,  of  pesti*  * 
lence^  make  ravages  never  so  dreadful,  they  feel  them 
not  t  let  the.I^ing  of  terrors  depopulate  wBore  towns  ^ 
and  kingdoms,  it  breaks  not  the  rest  of  tti6se  n'ewly* 
Gommeaoed  immortals.     Perhaps,   of  all  the  trou- 
bles they  felt  while  they  sojourned  here,  that  Which 
lay  heaviest  upon  them  was,  their  concern  for  the  : 
conversion  of  those  whose  souls  Were  deair  to  them 
as  their  own :  for  this  they  prayed  hard,  and  strove 
hard,  and  even  ''  travailed  in  birth''  to  see  *^  Chr/st 
formed  in  their  souls;''  but,  aov,   they  fe^t  ^ven^ 
from  this  too ;    and  eveiy  inferior  private  concern 
18  swallowed  up  in  that  of    **  Father,  glorify  thy^ 


name/' 


They  rest  from  all  spiritual  conjlicis.  No'  l&w 
in  their  members  now  warring  against  the  law  of 
their  miads;  no  lusting  of  the  flesh  against  the  spi- 
rit; no'Cdrrnptions  to  pollute  their  duties  or dis- 
turt>  their  joys;  the  prince  of  this  worTd  is  cast 
out^  and  hath  nothing  more  to  do  with  them  in  those 
pure  asd  peaceful  regions.  They  may  now  throw  by 
their  sword,,  helmet,  breastptake,  and  all  the  other 
parts  of  the  Chxistian  armour;  and,  with  a  well- 
graii»dadsxa)tati6n«  cry,  with  the  Apostle,  **  I  have 
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Ibught  a  gocipd  figbt,  I  have  finished  my  course,  1 
Dave  kept  tbeiaitb  ;  bencelbrtb  there  ts  laid  up  for 
■le  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the 
lighteous  Judge,  shall  give  m%  at  that  day ;  and 
Dot  tame  only,  but  unto  all  them  that  love  kia^ap* 
pearfngi*' ^«  Tim.  iv.  7>  8.)        ^    *. 

TIh^  also  rest  from  aH  JakSrioni  urtiem.  It 
is  not^  however,  the  attUness  of  a  8tone»  ^  or  tiie 
ioactivily  of  the  sluggard'i  but  the  rest  of  a-'soiil 
tkat  18  pleased  with  ks- employment,  and  is  chappy* 
io  find  ilself  capable  of  continuing  it  withoitt  weafi«* 
aasa  or  fainting*  Here^  the  service,  of  God  waa 
their  delight ;  but  they  were  frequently  iatermpled 
kp  tile  flesh  crying,  *  Master,  spare  thyself :'  bat 
•aw,  they  rest:not,  day  nor  night,  from  aboutiog 
fiH'th  rapturous  Hallelujahs,  and  yet  feel  no  fatigue  ^ 
the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  their  strength ;  and  the  more 
tbey  are  employed,  the  happier  they  are.  So  aaki 
ofte  who  hod  «  gliaopse  of  heaven:  '^I  beard  a 
voice  from  heaven^  ^^y^^K  ^^^^  i'^?  Write,  Blessed 
are  Ike  deed  wbioh  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth  t 
Yee^  saith  the  Spirit,  for  they  rest  firom  tbeir 
labours;  and  their  works  do  follow  them/^  (Rev, 
jur^  IS.) 

4*  This  rest  is  everlasting. 

Hejre,  indeed,  those  who  are  most  afflicted  have 
mmne  intervals  of  ease,  though  perhaps  of  short  con-« 
tin  oaace :  deep  calleth  unto  deep,  <me  wave  follows 
Mother  ao  quick,  that  very  often  there  is  scaroe  a 
bfeaithing'43kiie  between.  No  matter;  those  very 
billow%  the  swelling  and  foaming  of  which  so  af- 
frigktyoo  amr,  shall  only  waft  you  the  sooner  to 
yoor  desired  hai^en';  


**  Iha^  AAn  ]rMi  bttdit  yottr  iveary  soul* 

,         And  not  a  wave  of  trouble  roll 

, •'     »"*M  r  A*  f      "     ■ '  ' 

Across  your  peaceful  breast/' 

TFbaisi  itt  the  Bobiest  seiiM  of  the  words^  shdl  b# 
**  quietnea»,  and  assurance -for  ever/'  Tbere^  ^^  thf 
rfansoflted^  of  the  Lefnd  shall  return,  and  come  to 
Zios  •  with  songs,  anii  everlasting  joy  Ufoa  their 
iKsdac  tthBy shall  obtam  joy  and  gladmss;  whI 
sorrow  and  sighii^  shall  flee  away''~<and  wnwt^ 
aftvcr return  :  ftnr  in  God's  presence  ^*  is  fulness  d( 
jc^,  jsfid  atr  his  right  hand  are  pleasanss  for  ews^ 
nMe^^-^-^^^ithbutend,  interruption;  or  decay.  Thevt^ 
«b*  lattgHors  of  sickness  and  the  pangs  of  deaA 
•iMll'be-feit  no  more  at  ail :  the  voice  of  wts^rag 
andbitter  mourning  shall  be  heard  no  more  at  all; 
the' assaia Its  of  enemies,  aod  the  alarms  of  danger, 
sballbo  known  no  more  at  all :  ^*  they  shall  hunger 
nd  more,'  neither  thirst  any  moref ;  neither  tfaall  the 
BHi  light  on  them^  nor  any  hes^;  lbs  the  Lamb^ 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them, 
and  lead  them  to  living  fountains  of  waters ;  and 
God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes/' 

Many  usefnl  and  important  inferences  offinr 
tbem»elves,  which  I  can  ck>  little  aiofe  thaii  men- 
tfeo« 

\K  'Tbat  the  assurance  of  future  rest  should  ie« 
.ceattite  tbe^peapie  of  God  to  present  safferiags* 
f  'What  raattesB  it  bow  rough  the  reads  ace^  or  hosr 
fiwm^  the  weather,  when  yoa  are  saiieaT  hotae; 
whan  you  have  but  a  few  stages — ^peiiiaps  soaie  of 
yon  bat  a  few  stfps,  more*-**and  ail  yoat  difficulties 
will  be  over,  and  you  ma/  lie  down  and  rest  3mtr' 
bodies  in  the  grave,  and  ;our  souls  ia  AbnafaamV 
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bosom.  "  For  which  cause  wp  feint  not,  ^fys  the 
Apostle — and  we  ought  to  sa^  so  toor-**  For  which 
cause  we  faint  not;  but  though  our  outward  man 
perish,  yet  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day  : 
forour  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  xnoment, 
wprketh  for  us  a  far  more  e:;cceeding  and.  eternal 
weight  Of  glory/'  (2  Cor.iv.  l6,)  .* 

S.  How  thankful  should  we  be  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ;  who  procured  this  rest  for  the  people  o^ 
d^od! 

If  it  had  not  been  for  him,  the  best  of  us  might 
have  been  afraid  to. die.  If  h^  had  pot  ^^  borne  pur 
griefs,  and  carried  our  sorrows,^'  and  made  recon- 
ciliation for  iniquity;  weeping,  and  wailing,  said 
gnashing  of  teeth  had  been  the  de^ervedj  q.qi^  in- 
evitable portion  of  pur  cup.  But  now,  whos^  heart 
doth  not  leap  for  joy,  to  hear  him  say,'  asf  Jie  doth* 
^'  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life ;  he  that  l>e- 
lieveth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  be 
Uve;  and  whosoever-  liveth  and  believeth  in  me^ 
fthall  never  die!"  (John  xi,  95.) 
.  3.  "  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  th^ 
Lord"— 

^^  For  they  rest  firom  their  labours/*  Many  were 
their  afflictions  while  they  lived,  but  now  the  Lord 
hath  delivered  them  out  of  them  all.  They  are 
where  they  have  loQg, wished  to  be;  and,  sweetly 
f  miiing  from  their  mansions  of  bliss^  seem  to  check 
our  tears,  and  say,  '  If  ye  loved  me,  ye  would 
mjoice ;  because  you  knew  I  was  going  to  my 
Father!' 

'  4.  ^'  Let  us  therefore  fear,  lest,  a  promise  being 
^ftus  of  Qnterin[g  into  hi0  rest,  any  of  us  should 
teem  to  come  short  of  it."  ^ 
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For  it  18  notthe  privilege  of  till  that  die,-  to  ^nter 
into  rest.  ^  J^an)r— on  how  many  ! — that  we  have 
tbanted  drocrfordefiven  of  the  miseries  of 

this  sinful  woVld^i  ar^  gone  to  suffer  the  bitter  pains 
of  eternal  (^eatti !— All  ifiiust  who  live  and  die  impe- 
niteritV"*Thereis  no  peacei'  saith  my  God,  to  the 
wicked/^  While  you  are  standing  round  the  death- 
bed  of  a  saint,  or  hearing  his  funeral  sermon,  yod 
M^eep,  and  wish,  *^Let  me  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his;*'  and 
then  go  away,  saying  in  your  heart,  '  I  shall  have 
peace,  though  I  go  on  adding  iniquity  unto  inf« 
quity,  and  drunkenness  to  thirst/ — No,  you  shall 
fio<  have  peace  ;  your  last  end  shall  be  very  unlike 
his.  You  may  coutrive  to  make  your  short  life 
a  merry  one ;  but  when  you  come  to  find  youri> 
self  dying,  you  must  be  either  stupid  or  distracted. 
—But  I  will  not,  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present, , 
I  will  QOt  attempt  to  describe  the  horror  amd  anguish 
that  will  then  take  hold  upon  you :  I  wUl  only  say» 
and  you  may  depend  upon  the  truth  of  it.  That  the 
gr;pive  will  be  no  shelter  to  you  from  trouble ;  and 
death,'so  far  from  a  release,  will  only  transmit  you 
to  greater  and  mtyre  lasting,  fv^rlasting  wretched* 
liess  !— **•  Knowing,  therefore,  the  terrors  of  the 
Lord,'**  I  would  fain  persuade  you  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come.  You  say,  you  want  rest ;  and  I 
readily  believe  it ;  you  are  uneasy  and  miserable  at 
present;  you  have  tried  business,  yoU  have  tried 
diversions,  you  have  tried  every  thing  you  could 
think  of  yourself,  or  others  could  recommend^  to 
ease  your  aching  heart;  but  nothing  will  do;  yoii 
are  •*  like  the  troubled  sea,  which  cahiibt  reist ; 
whose  waters  cast  up  mite  and  dirt.''     Be  ?haitk)lrf^ 
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for  that.     Dread,  and  deprecate  St  as  the  M>re8t 
judgment,  to  be  left  to  rest  ia  any   thing  short  of 
Christ,  holiness,  and  heaven.     Pray  that  the  Ix>rd 
would  imbitter     every   earthly    enjoyinent,     and 
put  you  into  the  furnace  of   affliction  again   and 
again,  rather^than  that  ypii  should  be  so  bewitched  by 
the  world's  smiles,  as  to  be  contented  with  a  per*- 
tion  in  this  life.    Fray  that  the  ttorm  in  your    c<m» 
•cienoe   may  never  subside,  till  He,  whom  winds 
ftnd  waves  obey,  speaks   you   into  peace   with    a 
^*  San,  be  of  good  cheer  ;    tlty  sine  are  forgiven  ikee.^' 
m^Vcatjonf  emeouragement,  take  home  with  yoa 
lliat  ganeral,  gvacioas  invitation  of  the  Prinoe  of 
jPeaoa,  the  welUknown  Friend  of  pubbcaas  aadl^an* 
wars :  ^^/Cava  unto  me,  all  ye  that  laboar  and  .are 
iieftvy  kdeo,  and  I  will  give  yoa  ieat.    Take  .my 
yoke  nfMn^Kni,  and  ieara  of  me;  *lar  I  am  meafc 
imd  lowly  in  ^husri;  and  ye  ahsUfind  re$t  wito  year 
aaala  i    for  aay  yoke  is  aasy,  and  my  4»af theii  in 
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SERMON  IX. 
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OK  THE  GLORY  TO  BE  BEYEALSD  H£R£AM£E« 


> 
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Far  now  we  9ee  through  a  glass^  darkly ;  but  them 

face  toface^. 

Now,  Cbi4fttlaft9,  tboogii  J6ii  are  delighted  witk 
the  text,  yet  in  your  thoagfats,  perhaps,  you  ai% 
^resdy  to-  demure  me  for  ventariog  upon  it ;  attd  if 
ym  would  speak  out,  I  should  beaf  yoo  say,  *  Tdfo 
care,  Sir,  you  do  fiot  go  out  of  youhr  depth.  Wfailh 
^u  were  preaching  t6  us  of  iivmg  hy  fmth^  yon 
trod  on  firnai  ground ;  it  was  a  tful^ect  that  eiaM 
^ithiti  every  one's  •expetieiioe)  dsd'Oair  'hisarta*  «iif& 
awered  your  descriptions,  as  iaee  answers  face  to  t 
glass.  But  as  to  living  by  sights  what  do  any  of  us 
know  about  it  ?  or  you  either  ?  It  is  a  subject  fitter 
for^ootemplatioQ  than  di8G0UT3e/~>Very  true,  and 
yet,  now  that  the  last  subject  hath  brought  us  8# 
near  to  the  celestial  Canaan,  who  can  help  wishing, 
that,  like  Moses,  from  Mount  Nebo,  W€  might 
just  look  over  upon  the  promised  lasd,  and  take 
a  cursory  view  of  that  part  whtch  is  oei^est  to  iis  f 
ff  I  attempt  to  give  you  any  account  of  it,  you 
Dr^sy  be  assored  that  it  shall  not  be  from  any  pre* 
tended  discoveries  of  my  own,  but  only  from  what 
I  have  learnt  from  the  map  of  the  country,  or  tfai 
hints  that  are  occasionally  given  concerning  it  in 
the  word  of  <jk>d. 
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But  as  some  of  you  expressed  a  wish  to  take  Que 
farewel  review  of  tl\e  last  subject,  let  us  do  it  now  ; 
for  after  we  have  begun  to  taste  the  pleasures  of 
si^ht^  it  would  be  irksome  to  go  back  again  to 
faith.'  ♦♦♦♦*♦•♦♦•♦«# 
#«      «•#•««#«•*•»•« 

If  I  were  to  guess  at  your  present  sentiments  and 
sensations,  I  could  not  express  them  better  than  in 
these  lilies  : 

<< 'Tis  pleasant  to  itf/teo^ihy  grace. 

But  we  had  rather  see : 
We  would  be  abseat  from  the  fieah« 

And  present.  Lord,  with  thee*" 

Now,  then,  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  there  is  a 
time  coming,  when  we  shall  no  longer  '^  see  through 
a  glass  darkly;  but  face  to  face" — that  is,  that  a 
Christian  shall  see  and  enjoy,  in  the  other  world, 
.what  be  believes  and  waits  for  in  this;  or,  that  they 
who  live  by  fuiih  on  earthy  shall  live  by  sight  ia 
heaven. 

Tbat  this  blaze  of  celestial  glory  may  not  burst 
upon  us  all  at  once,  let  us  inquire, 
\  L  Who  are  they  that  shall  be  admitted  to  this 
glorious  sight: 
9nd  then, 

IL  What  they  shaU  see. 

L  Who  they  are  that  shall  be  admitted  to  this 
glorious  sight. 

It  is  necessary  to  ascertain  this  before  we  go 
any  further,  that  all  may  know  what  they  have 
to  look  for,  and  not  buoy  themselves  up  with  ex* 
pectatigns  for  which  there  is  no  foundation. 

Many,  no  doubt,  will  hereafter  eagerly  press  to 
see,  what  now  they  do  not  think  worth  lookiog  at 
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Itake  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  have  repeatedly 
held  up  this  glass,  and  desired  you  to  look  through 
it,  to  those  things  which,  by  an  eye  of  sense  indeed, 
are  not  seen,  but  which,  nevertheless,  are  real  and 
eternal.  But,  no;  you  had  no  time — or,  rather, 
you  had  no  inclination :  there  were  other  things',  I 

nearer  home,  that  you  liled  to  look  at  better.  Be 
it  known  unto  ~  you,  therefoire,  men  and  brethren, 
that  if  you  despise  or  neglect  these  thitigs  now,  yoti 
shall  hereafter  xlesire  to  see*them,  and*  shall  not  be 
allowed.  These  glorious  things  shall  be  for  ever 
bid  from,  your  eye :  or  if  you  do  «ee  them,  it  shall 
be  only  like  Dives,  who  lifted  up  his  eyes,  being  in 
idlrments,  and  saw  Abraham  afar  off,  and  Lazarus 
in  his  bosom/' 

The  new  Jerusalem  is  *  described  as  Surrounded 
with  walls,  and  fortified  with  gates,  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  bold  and  unqualified  intruders:  -  ^ 

**  Those  holy  gates  for  ever  bar 

Pollntion^  sin,  and  shame : 
None  shall  obtain  admittance  there. 

But  foHowers  of  the  Lambu** 

What  can  be  more  express  than  that  text; 
*•  Without  holiness  no  inan  shall  see  the  Lord  ?** 
(Heb.  xii.  14.)  Let  him  be  who,  or  what,  he  will ; 
let  him  be  a  great  man  ;  let  him  be  a  wise  man ;  if 
be  be  not  also  a  holy  man,  it  signifies  nothing ;  he 
cannot  see  the  Lord ;  he  is  not  fit  for  it,  he  is  not 
worthy  of  it,  he  is  not  capable  of  it.  He  who  best 
I  knew  the  qualifications  necessary  for  an  admission  to 
that  glorious  sight,  hath  told  us,  "  Blessed  are  the 
[f  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God/'  (Matt.  v.  8.) 
;  An  external  purity  is, not  sufficient — it  is  not  suffi- 
cient even  now.    Let  persons  be  as  scrupulous  as  a 

« 
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Fbarisee  lo  outward  wasljiogd ;  lf;t  thevo^  ^>  never  sp 
exact  in  the  obftervance  of  t^e  letter  of  the  law: 
still  it  is  mere  *'  bodily  exer^fm" — it  tire*,;  but  i^ 
doth  not  profit.  They  |ca,Do<rt.  say,  "thy  word  is 
very  pure>  therefore  ^by  sprvant  Ipveth  it/*  They 
do  Qod-s  will  (after  a  sc^rt,}  but  they  do  not  '*  de- 
light'' tp  do  it.  They  attepd  on  Qod's  bpjujs^with 
their  bodies,  but  their  hearty  f)re  elsew;hQf^ ;  tliegr 
cannot  say.  It  is  good.fibir  mf  tp  draw  ne^  tq  God» 
They  a?e  not  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds  a 
consequently  the  natural  enmity  against  Qod  and 
goodness  atill  remains^;  and  let.  thei^  be  evf^x  ^q 
ftpparently  devout,  tbeiy  inwardly  groan,  ^  Behold, 
what  a  wearine^a  is  it !'— What  wQuld  thes.e  persoiM 
do  in  heaven?  They  would  hate  the  plapef,  tb^ji 
would  bat^  the  company,  fbpy  would  h^e  tb/^  em- 
ployment, and  wish  thepi^elve^  any  wlier^  tq  g/sk 
out  of  it.  : 

Now,  then,  you  may  easily  know  whether  you 
are  likely  to  have  any  part  or  lot  in  this  matter, 
or  not.  How  do  you  stand  affected  towards  those 
duties  and  those  places,  where  you  have  more  imme- 
diately to  do  with  God  ?  Do  you  love  the  sa^c* 
tuary,  as  the  habitation  of  God's  house,  and  the^ 
place  of  the  soles  of  his  feet?  ^n^cl  did  the  Lord  ever 
manifest  himself  to  you  so  as  he  doth  hoi  untOi 
the  world  ?  Did  you  ever,  from  your  own  expe- 
rience, say,  "  Verily,  God  is  in  ibis  place  1"  and. 
was  it  good  for  you  to  be  there  ?  Had  you  rather 
behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  though  only 
*'  through  a  gla^$,  darkly,",  than  the  finest  sights, 
in  the  world  I  Do  you  call  the  Sabbath  ^'  a  de- 
light,** ^nd  Jind  it  so  ?  Had  you  rather  he  a  "  door^ 
keeper  iu  th^  bouse  of  Gpd,'* '  than  sit  upon  the 
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most  magnifident  throae;  m  t1i^>  uirimtrw  ?  D^  youf 
^oulsBOw  thirst  for  G#cl»  9$  much  49  ever  yow.l^ 
dies  thirated  fi>r  wfjter?  Do  you  give  tfamk^  at  the 
Temembrance  of  his  holioessi  Ai^  ycju  pleased 
that  G6d  is  holy;  and  do  you  long^tobe  moH  tike 
faim?  Are  you, more  delighted. a1^  lany  prpof  <^ 
your  growing  in  grace,  thaii  in  the  grtoteat  worldly 
•cquisitioi^  i 

By  such  questions  as  these^  if  yota  deal  faithfully 
with  yourselves,  you  may  easily  discover  whether 
you  i^all  be  admitted  into  heaven,  and- whether 
vou  could  be  hq)py  there :  and  acdbrding  as  yout 
conscience  determines  this  impoftimt  question,  wild 
be  your  vcception  of  the  following  part  of  this 
discourse.  If  you  are  indeed  the  pure  in  heart ;  if 
you  are  born  c^in^  and  so  are  ohilditen  of  God 
and  heirs  of  the  kingdom ;  you  will  be  delighted 
to  bear  about  the  glorious  sights  you  ahall  be  ad^ 
mitted  to  by  and  by,  when  this  vail  of  flesh  shall 
be  rent  in  twain,  and  all  heaven  be  thrown  open  to 
your  view.  But  if  the  eyes  of  your  understanding 
were  never  truly  enlightened  by  the  Spirit  of  wis^ 
dom  and  revelation;  if. you  are  to  this  hour  in  all 
the  darkness  and .  blindness  of  your  natural  stale ; 
though  I  had  the  tongue  of  an  angel,  and  aa  anr 
get* s  experience  too,  and  were  to  talk  to  you  till 
wight  of  the  joys  and  glories  of  the  invisible  worlds 
it  wouldtbe.no  more  to  you  than  an  fkA  wife's  &* 
Ue^-^it  would  be  not  merely  unentertainingi  but 
disgusting:  you  would  be  tired  of  .hearing  ao  much 
about  what  ypu  never  «apecl»^aid  I  was  going  to 
Say,  what  you  nevercbitri?,  to  tee  ;-»^bnt  I  will  pot 
say  that ;  for  though  ybii  do  not  desire  it  noWi  yott 
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Wtf^  desire -it  some  time  or  other.--^God  Almigh^ 

gmnt  it  (nay  be  before  it  is  too  late ! 

'    I  Will,  then,  go  on,  as  the  subject  lead^;  and  let 

Ihose  rejoice  in  it  that  can. . 

^'-^^  For  now  we  see  through,  a  glass,  darkly;  but 

then  face  to  face/'— The  query  is, 

II.  What  shall  we  see  ? 

You  must  not  expect  that  I  shall  cleariy  diescribe 
what  we  can  but  very  imperfectly  discern:    *^  It 
doth  not   yet  appear  what  we  shall  be,"   (i  J.oho 
iii.  9 :)  '^  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
liath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive, 
what. God  hath   prepared  for  them  that  love  him,'' 
(1  Cor.  ii.  9.}   It  is  like  ^'  a  white  stone,  which  no 
man  knbweth,  saving  he  that  receive th  it/'  (Rev. 
ii.    17«)      We  must  get  to  heaven  before  we  can 
say  what  we  shall  see  there.    Trances  will  not  do  ;  - 
the  Apostle  was  caught  up  into  the  third  heaven, 
and  heard  and  saw  what  yet  be  could   not  commu« 
nicate.      We  are  sometimes  over-curious  in    this 
matter,  arid  want  to  see  more  than  is  proper  for 
^s ;    as  Moses:    ^' I  beseech  thee,  show  me  thy 
glory/'    (Exod.  xxxiii.  18.)    If  God  had  granted 
his  inconsiderate  desire,  Moses  would  have  sunk 
under  it :  *'  Thou  canst  not  see  my  face  and  live.'' 
There   was   such  a   resplendent  glory  discovered 
upon  Christ,  on  the  mount  of  transfigii ration,  thtt 
the  disciples  were  stfuck.  with  amazement  to  the 
ground,  and  hardly  knew   where  they  wem,  nor 
what  they  did;  '  And  it  was  generally  so : when  God 
discovered  himseif  in  visions^  to  the  prophets  and 
patriarchs ;  they  fell  on  their  faces,  they  could  not 
bear  the  glory  i  or,  as  Daniel  expresses  it,  ^^  Tbere*^ 
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fore  I  was  1^  alone,  and  saw  this  great  vision,  and: 
there    remained    Ao  strength  in  me.^  (x.  8.)   ^O 
what  a  cliange  must  pass  upon  both  body  and  mind^* 
before    we   can  stand   under    such    an   exceeding^ . 
weight    of  glory !     Here^  our  sight    is  weak ;  -we 
cannot  so  much  as  look  at  the  sun  in  its  full  splen- 
dour,  but  we  are  presently  dazzled  and  blinded:' 
but   Men,    our   faculties   shall  be  so  strengthened, 
that   we  shall  be  able  to  look  at  objects  so  incon« 
ceivably  bright  and  glorious,  that,   in  comparison 
of  them^  our  meridian  sun  is  no  more  than  a  glow^  ' 
worm.     In  this,  as  well  as  in  other  respects,  is  that 
true  which    the   Apostle   says :    "  It  is  soWn  id 
weakness,   it  shall  be  raised  in  power.'*    (1  Cor«. 
XV.  49.) 
But  to  the  question.— What  shall  we  see  ? 
1.  Heaven. 

I  do  not  mean  heaven  as  comprehending  the  wfaol^ 
state  of  blessedness — that  may  never  come  all  at 
once  under  the  eye  of  the  most  favoured  saint  ;-t 
but  taking  it  for  the  place  which  God  hath  provided 
for  the  residence  and  entertainment  of  his  people, 
that  place  is  one  of  the  glorious  sights  which  shall 
be  presented  to  the  eyes  of  gloriBed  saints.  Some-* 
times  it' is  called  '^  the  heaven  of  heavens;''  some* 
times,  **  the  third  heaven/*  "  the  highest  heaven,** 
«  the  city  of  God,*'  his  «  dwelling-place,*'  "  the 
habitation  of  his  holiness  and  glory,"  "  a  palace," 
"  a  paradise,"  "  a  kingdom."  Every  thing  that  is 
valuable  and  magnificent  is  called  in  to  set  forth 
the  beauty  and  glory  of  the  new  Jerusalem.  •*  And 
the  foundations  of  the  wall  of  the  ^city  were  gar- 
nished with  all  manner  of  precious  stones ;  and  the 
twelve  gates  were  twelve  pearls  ;  and  the  street  of 
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the  city  ^aa  pure  gold,  as  it  were  tiiii0s|>araiit  glass : 
aftHi  the  city  had.no.  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of  the 
tjpom^  to  lt^tei>  ii ;  for  the  glory  of  God  did 
Ifghtea  it,  and  the  Ijsm^  h  the  light  thereof/'  (Rer* 
xxi.  199  SI, £3.) — Can  imaginetioa  conceive  of  any 
thing  gtaiidef  ^  mere  glorious?  How  highly  en^ 
tertainitig  must  it  be  to  walk  about  Qsount  Zioo^ 
t^llifDg  the  towers  thereof,  marking  her  bulwarks^ 
and  cbibBMderifl|^  her  palaces!  to  view  the  several 
mansions,  and  observe  them  all  splendid,  yet  difi* 
fering  ifi  degrees  of  sfrieiidoctr  according  to  the  diC* 
ferint  rank  of  the  ibbabitantS;-*-for  we  learn  fpena 
the  Apostte,  **  there  is  one  glory  of  the  sun^  «ad 
SBothet  gtory  of  the  moon,  and  anpther  glory  of 
the  stars:  for  one  star  differeth  from  another  star 
in  glory!  9<>  also  is  the  resurrection  of  the  dead/* 
(1  Cor.  XV.  41.)  We  know  how  we  %re  afiected  at 
the  sight  of  a  fio^  boiftsei  espeeiaUy  if  it  be  oae  of 
the  royal  palaces :  bow  we  admire  the  loftiiiess  of 
the  rooms,  the  richness  of  the  furniture,  the  extea-* 
l»iveness  amd  variety  of  the  views!  We  look,  and 
look  again, .  with  increasing  wonder  and  delight^ 
and  hardly  knolv  h^w  to  take  off  our  eyes  from  th^ 
rich  and  enchanting  prospect.  And  yet  this  is  but 
-a  very  faint  resemblance  of  th^  pleiasure,  the  transf 
port,  we  shall  feel  at  our  irst  entrance  into  hea^ 
ven;  and  especially  whea  we  come  to  see  that 
place,  and  that  dignity  and  blessedness^  which  n^ 
designed  for  ourselves.  '  What!'  (we  cry  with  asi. 
tonishment ;)  *  this  mansion  prepared  for  me  /  thift 
crown  prepared  forme/  this  kingdom  prepared  for 
iite/«^ama«ing!--and  yet,  when  I  look  round,  I  see 
this  honour  have  all  the  saints.  Praise  ye  the 
Lord  1* 
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Th\^  Temind^  me  of  the  next  sight  that  presents 
it*Tf: 

S*  We  shall  see  the  general  assembly  bnd  chorcU 
of  the  first-bprn^  and  the  spirits  of  the  jast  made 
perfect. 

And  perhaps  the  first  circumstance  that  will 
^ilke  us,  is  their  number.  Here  we  see  Christ's 
ilock  is  a  little  fldck :  the  ways  of  Zion  nK>urn, 
because  they  are  few;  only  here  and  there  a  tra- 
veller;  one  of  i  dty,  and  two  of  a  tribe:  and 
many  a  gloomy  thought  haV#  we  had  on  the  occa- 
sion, as^  if,  because  6ur  churches  below  are  so  thin, 
therefore  the  church  above  cannot  be  very  full. 
But  when  we  come  to  see  '^  ten  thousand  times  ten' 
fbousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands" — ^yea,  a  mul- 
titude greater  than  any  man  can  number^^we  are 
ready  to  wondet  whence  they  all  came^  aiid  how 
even  heaven  itself  dan  hold  them. 

Then^  their  universai  purity.  Here,  thin  as  our 
efaurches  are,  and  in  spite  of  all  our  caution,  there 
are  none  without  their  spots ;  and  some,  indeed, 
great  and  glaring ;  so  that  we  have  frequent  calls  to 
mourn  over,  not  merely  the  declensions,  but  the 
apostacy,  of  some  unworthy  members,  who,  after 
(he  most  solemn  professions  of  love  and  zeal,  turn 
back,  and  walk:  no  mote  with  Jesus.  But,  O  what 
a  glorious  church  will  thiat  be,  which  we  shall  be 
joined  to  above!  Where,  though  numerous  beyond 
all  Computation,  there  shall  not  be  a  '^  spot,  or 
wrinkle,  6r  any  such  thing-/'  all,  "  meek  and  lowly 
hi  Keart/*  all,  **  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversa- 
tion.** Intemperance,  and  outrageous  passion,  the 
Sad,  amd,  alas !  the  common,  stain  of  professors 
here,  are  things  which  shall  not  be  so  niuch  as 
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ooce  named,  or  thought  of,  among  the  mcyodbem  of 
the  church  above.  O,  how  infinitely  removad 
from  thiat,  and  every  thing  else  that  -  is  defiling  or 
debasing!  It  must  be  so;  for  they  are  ^^  holy,  as 
God  is  holy ;"  and  ^^  perfect,  as  their  Father  in  hea- 
vcn.is  p^rfeqt." 

Again:,  there  is  one  circumstance  more  which 
greatly  adds  to  the  pleasure  of  the  sight,  and  that 
is,  our  knowledge  ofnviny  of  the, principal  chatacters 
iliere — some  of  them,  that  we  never  knew  in  Ihe 
flesh.  We  sl^all  ^^  sit  down  with  J^braham,  and 
Isaac,  and  Jaqob'' — we  shall  not  m^aly  see  the. 
venerable,  patriarchs,,  prophets,  and  apostles^  and. 
other  eminent  saints  of  former  ages,  whose  history 
we  have  so  often  read,  and  whose  names  are  apt 
familiar  and  dear  to  us  ;  but  we  shall  sit  down  with 
them/ with  all  the  freedom  of  old  acquaintance; 
and  converse  with  them,  and  exchange  experiences 
with  them*  How  delightful  must  that  be ! — and, 
especially,  to  see  and  recollect  those  who  were  here 
our  chosen  companions,  our  bosom  friends,  our 
near  relations;  some  of  them  already  there  before 
us,  and  others  of  them  dropping  in  one  by  oae 
after  us; — for  the  husband  to  meet  his  wife,  or 
the  wife  her  husband;  for  parents  to  meet  their 
children,  and  children  their  parents«^What  mutual 
and  joyful  congratulations  I 

It  is  true,  we  shall  then  know  no  man  after  the 
flesh  :  the  connections  by  which  we  are  now  united 
shall  undoubtedly  be  dissolved ;  for  we  are  to  be  all 
one  in  Christ,  and  God  shall  be  all  in  all.  Never<- 
theless,  there  may  be  a  recollection  of  former  inti- 
macy and- endearment;  and  we,  who  have  sOrOftea 
gone  up  to  the  howe  of  the  Lord  in  company  here 
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below,  m«y.  go  up.  together  to  1  the  thrake  of  Grod 
above»  and  joia  in  one  son^of  prattb  to  our  C019- 
moQ  'God  and  Saviourrr-There  is  heaven  in  the 
thought  of  it !      . 

3.  W^  shall  see  the  innumerable   company  of 
angels. 

There  is.  even    now    a  greatw  intercourse  be« 
tween  us  and  them— or,  I  cihould  rather  say,  those 
benevolent  8piriC$  %te  moie   frequently  and  more 
tenderly  concerned  for  us,  and  about  U9,   than  we 
imagine.     We  do  not  see  them — indeed,  we  should 
be  startled  if  we  did;   little  thinking,  however,  hoir 
near  they  are  taus,  and  how  many  friendly  offices 
they  are  continually  doing  for  us.     When  the  founi 
dations  of  our  world  were  laid,,  it  is  said,  that  these 
**  morning  stars  .  sang  together^  and  all   the  sonflT  of 
God  shouted  for  joy''  (Job.xxxviii.  7:)    when  the 
Eternal  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  came  down  .  to 
dwell  among  us,  it  is  said,  ^^  And  suddeifly  there 
appeared  a  gpeat  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host, 
praising  God,    and  saying.    Glory  to   God  in  the 
highest ;  and  on  earth  peace>  good  will  towards  men"^ 
(Lukeii.  19:)  when   the  plan,  of  our  redemption 
began  to  be  unfolded,  and  such  ijtinazing  Meps  were 
taken  to  recover  us^  it  is  said,  ^^  which  things  the 
angels  desire  to  look  into''  ,(1  Pet.  i.' 19):    when 
any  are  by  the  grace  of  God   turned  from  dairkness 
to  light,   and  from  the  power  pf  Satan  unto  God,  \t 
is  said,  *^  There  is  joy  in  heaven,  among  the  angela 
of  God,  over  one  sinner  that  repentetb"    (Lukexv. 
10  :)  and  when  this  earthly  house  of  our  tabernacle 
is   dissolved,    and   the  imprisoned  soul  is   set  at 
liberty,  it  is  said,   to  be  ^'  carried  by  the  angels  into 
Abraham's  bosom."  (Lukexvi.  S3.)    For  these  and 
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k  thoOMiid  otlier  linktidwn  (kvoum,  are  W6  beholden 
to  their  kiad,  though  i^nvisible,  minisf^ralioik. — Well, 
w-e  shall  hereafter  see  them  face  to  ftt<^e,  md.  that 
without  the  least  fear  or  perturbation;'  for  we  shall 
then  b^  restored  to  our  original  rank  in  the 
creation,  *^  being  made  but  little  lower  than  the 
aogeb,  and  crowned  witb  glory >  and  honoui* '/'  and 
being  then  more  nearly  upon  an  equality,  the 
sight  of  them  will  fill  us*  witb  the  most  pleasing" 


But  I  have  hardly  left  room  '  to  mention  that 
which  is  the  chief  glory  of  heaven,  and  in  compa* 
risoB  of  which  all  the  rest  is  not  worth  mention^' 

tog; 

4«  We  shall  see  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Stephen 
liad«  glimpse  of  him :  ^M  see  heaven  opened,  and' 
Jedui  staiidihg  at  tbe  right  haAd  of  God/'  (Acts 
vii.  56.)  When  our  Lord  appeared  to  the  disciples 
on  the  Mount,  his  face  shone  like  the  sun,  and  his 
raiment  was  white  as  the  light.  But  what  is  that 
to  being  with  Christ,  where  he  is,  and  to  behold 
his  glory !  to  see  him  face  to  face ;  to  ^'  ^ee  him  as 
he  is''— not  as  he  is  God,  for  as  such  we  cannot  pos- 
fibly  see  him  even  then ;  but  in  the  glory  vtYAch 
God  has  given  him  as  Mediator.  ^^  I  beheld,  aild  lo, 
in  the  oiidst  of  the  throne  stood  a  Lamb,  as  it  had 
been  elain^ — and  it  is  in  that  character  he  attracts 
theses  and  hearts  of  all  the  saints.  ^^  Looking* 
HQto  Jesus,"  is  one  of  the  principal  duties  of  this 
world;  audit  is  one  of  the  principal  pleasures  of 
the  next. 

«•  O  the  delights,  the  besyenly  joys. 

The  glories  of  tbe  plaoe^ 
Where  Jesus  sheds  the  brightest  beatnr 

Of  his  overflowing  grace  ! 


9EaM.9.j         to  be TwedlBd^  hereafter.  iSS, 


Svwect  m|d8ly;  and  tnrful  )Dve» 

Sit  smilmg  oa  hia  branr ; 
And  all  the  glorious  r4pks  above 

Ath  umble  distance  how. 

Princes  to  his  imperial  name 

Bend  their  bright  sceptres  down ; 
•  Pominions,  thrones^  and  powers^  rejoka    ^'   : 
To  see  him  w«ar  the  or^^wii, 

Arcbangek  eonnd  his  loftj  pmise 

Through  ef'ry  beav'nlir  stre^ ; 
And  lay  their  highest  honours  dowii 

Submissive  at  his  feet. 

Those  soft,  those  blessed  feet  of  his 

That  once  rude  iron  tore. 
High  on  a  throne  of  light  they  stand. 

And  all  the  saints  adore. 

Bis  head,  the  dear  majestic  head 

That  cruel  lliorns  did  wosud, 
8ae  what  immortal  glories  shine 

And  circle  it  around ! 

This  ia  the  man»  the  exalted  mAB* 

Whom  we  unseen  adore : 
But  when  our  eyes  behold  his  face. 

Our  hearts  shall  love  him  mote.** 

« 

S.  We  $hM  see  God. 

I  was  for  some  time  debating  with  n^rseU;  wbe« 
ther  I  irhoiild  mention  this  or  no,  lest  I  should 
affect  to  be  wise  above  what  is  written,  or  darken 
Counselby  words  without  knowledge:  buty  yet,  it 
is  in  so  many  places  expressly  said  that  we  shall  m4 
Qod,  and  so  much  of  our  blessedness  in  heaven  is 
made  to  consist  in  seeing  him,  that  we  must  not 
wholly  pass  it  over.  There  is  a  way  of  seeing  God 
nowj  which  only  gracious  and  enlightened  souls  can 
conceivedf—^  Christians,  poukuow  what  I  mean. 
When  you   have  beea  waiting  ppon  him.  in  his 
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bouse ;  your  souls  thirsting  for  God  as  the  hart  for 
the  water-brooks;  and  your  desires  so  drawn  out 
after  him,  that  all  your  cry  has  been,  O  when  wilt 
thou  come  unto  us :  the  Lord  hath  been  graciously 
pleased  to  come  down,  and  fill  the  house  with  his 
glory,  and  caused  all  bis  goodness  to  pass  before 
you  ;  and  you  have  plainly  seen  the  goings  of  your 
King  and  your  God  in  his  sanctuary :  That  was 
seeing  God. — Or  when  he  hath  condescended  to 
visit  you  in  your  own  houses :  wTien  you  were  re* 
tired  from  the  world,  and  had  shut  yourselves  up 
in  your  plosets  on  purpose  to  seek  him,  he  hath 
suddenly  drawn  aside  the  veil,  and  manifested  him- 
self to  you  so  as  he  doth  not  unto  the  world  ;  and 
you  have  had  the  most  amazing  discoveries  of  the 
wisdom  of  God,  or  the  power  of  God,  or  the  good- 
ness or  the  faithfulness  of  God ;  such  as  hath  asto- 
nished and  almost  overpowered  you ;  That  |iras 
seeing  God. — But,  still,  this  is  but  seeii^  "  through 
a  glass  darkly ;"  these  are  but  '^  shadows  of  good 
things  to  come :"  npthing  to  what  the  sainta  enjoy 
in  heaven ;  for  they  see  him  face  to  face. 

.  The  sense  of  seeing  is  the  noblest  and  quickest  of 
all  now :  what  shall  it  be  then^  when  this  vile  body 
shall  be  changed^  and  the  weaknesse's  of  mortality 
shall  be  finally  and  fully  done  away,  and  all  our 
faculties  shall  be  purified  and  perfected!  Who 
knows  what  we  shall  Men  see!  Moses,  and  Aaron, 
and  the  seventy  elders  of  Israel,  were  so  far  pri- 
vileged, that  '*  they  saw  the  God  of  Israel ;  and 
there  was  under  his  feet  as  it  were  a  paved  work  of 
sapphire  stones,  and  as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven 
for  fclearness"  (Exod.  xxiv.  10) :  and  of  the  martyr 
Stephen  it  is  said,  that,  «  being  full  of  the  Hol^ 
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Ghost,  he  looked  up  stedfastly  into  heaven,  an^ 
saw  the  glory  of  God,  and  Jesus  standing  at  the 
Tight  hand  of  Grod/*  (Acts  vii.  65.)  And  if  the 
saints  on  earth  were  admitted  to  such  sights,  what 
may  be  expected,  when  all  veils  shall  be  removed^ 
and  all  the  imperfections  of  our  present  frame  shall 
be  thoroughly  done  away,  and  ^^  we  all  with  open 
face  shall  behold  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
and  be  changed  into  the  same  image,  from  glory  tO 
glory,  even  ad  by  vhe  Spirit  of  the  Lord  !'*• 

But  we  shall  tread  on,  firmer  ground,  if  we  go 
on, 

III,  To  consider  h^w  vfjb  shall  see  all  this,  or 
60me  of  the  properties  and  effects  pf  this  glorious  . 
wght.  '  .  . ,; 

^^  I  hAve  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear, 
but  now  mine  eye  s^eth  thee  :  wherefore  I  abhor 
myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  aahes."  (Job  xlii^  5.) 


Improvement. 

1.  Let  us  examine,  whether  we  have  any  ground 
to  hope  that  we  shall  be  among  those  blessed ,  ones 
that  shall  see  God.  • 

It  is  not  enough  to  know  that  ^me  jshall,  but  it 
concerns  us  to  know  whether  we  ourselves  shall  o( 
not.  And  surely  it  is  worth  inquiring  into  :  N9thing 
in  the  world,  mor^  so;  nothing  so  much.  What 
ajgnifiesit,  what  your  prospects  are  as  to  worldly 
wealth  and  greatness,  in  comparison  of  what  honour 
apd  happiness  you  are  likely  to  possess  and  enjoy 
in  b^ven  ?    It  is  very  certain  that   all  will  not 


Veletw:   uiaAj,  ^^  maby  shall  say  ih  th^t  day^ 
Lord,  Lord,  open  to  u&,'*  who  will  be  sent  away  witk 
a  ^^  Depart,  ye  cursed,  into  everlastings  fire/'     And 
yet)  perhaps,  some  of  tkein  had  all  along  depended 
upon  an  addoission,   because  they  had  tnade  a  regu- 
lar profession,    called   themselves  Christians,  and 
w^^^  so  aocoanted  .'by-  their  fellow* worshippers  ;—^ 
because,  like  Herod,  they  did  many  things,   and 
iiei^d  the  preaohers  of  the  Gospel  gladly  ;<^beeau8e 
they  kept  t^e^  Sabbath  :  dk)  not  allow  themselves^  as 
Others  do,  in  walking  an4  visiting,  much  less  in  play- 
ing, on  that  holy  day ; — because  they  attended  the 
sacrament,  and  were  kind  to  the  poor*      But,  alas  ! 
with  all  thetse  ^ppearanbes^  of  good,^  Christ  tella 
them  they  were  "workers  of  iniquity."  They  talked 
6t  the  ways  of  Chriit^  but  they  walked  in  the  ways 
6fn».    They  were  punctual,  even  to  a  degree  oiF 
scrupulosity,  in   outward  observanc^s ;    but,    not 
having  b^en  **  created  anew  in  Chr?st  Jesus  tfnto 
jgood works,*'  it  was  "bodily  exercise,**    and  pro- 
fited nothing.     If  they,  therefore,   who  had  nothing 
to  say  for  themselves,  found  the  door  shut  against 
them,   let  us  take  warning  from  their  miscarriage^ 
to  be  more  cautious,  that  we  do  not  trust  in  ^'  lying 
"words  ;**  that  we  do  Kot  lean  on  "  broken  reeds  t^ 
that  we  do  not  cry,  "  Peace,  peace,  when  there  ii 
no  peace  ;^  and  take  up  *  a  good  opinion  of  our« 
selves,  and  hastily  conclude  that  all  is  well,  when 
we  are  all  the  wbtle  in  the  ^  gall  of  bitterness  and 
thebondof  iniqiiity/'    Let  us,  therefore,  examine 
ourselves,  and  prov^e  our  ofcvh  selves,  and  put  it 
home  to  our  hearts,  and  seriously  endeavour  to  find 
out,  tvhether  we  have  any  right  la  the  eicmifiMt 
i<rhtch  this 'preciotis  test  obntains.^lA  shorty  do #• 


tat 
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bope,  and  faave  we  gy>od  giotfnd  to  hief>ef  tba^ 
9hoi\  be  admitted  inta  b^iav^n,  and  see  allthoia 
glQriotts  places  and  perscob^just  tiow:de6cribed  ?  A 
&w  plaio  questions  will  easily  decide  it.  Bojiou 
love  to  leak  at  heaveo  (tinnif  h  a  glass^  darldy  9 
Do  yoiji.f  eyes  and  heartit  odtuff^ynoUne  that  way  ^ 
po;j)^u  love  the(  liabitition^  of  God's:!  boase;  end 
did  you  ever,  in  the  p{gK>icysidi  of  ^imx*  Ibve  aa^ 
JH3a&  pF^y;th^  ypu:in^t.i<' dwell  th^e^aU  the  days 
of  y^ur  life,  to  beWld  ttl^:  foesivty  of  the  Lord^  and 
to  ioqyireip  bis. temple  I''  >  David  did  .se^^;  Tiui^ 
he  h;^  every  thiii^  thdt  ^ik»\  worldr  obulcjf  gime,  yet 
hedi^  W^  4e(  bia)»?Rrt  i^poftthtt: .  he  re^dicddnae 
though  l)e  r^ioiGjdd  QOt, .  in.  these:  poi^x  rpetialiinff 
portioss :  he  had  ehosefi.  t)ie.  Lord  for  his  pMtien^^ 
aod  be  delighted  eQintp^nH:ively  in  .nothing  else; 
The  whole  desire  of  his  sovil  was  toiwards  Ood,  and 
Uie  remembrapqe  of  b<s  Dame;  and  if  atiaqy  time 
tbe  l^prd^sbed  the^  light  of  bi«  co^ateftiiDea  upon,  bm 
8Qu,I,  it  put  QHiiEef  ladpe«s  into  his  hmrt,  than  the  men* 
c^  the  \Tori4  co^ld^  £^liti  tb9  i»ojfese  of  their  cord) 
and  wine.  And  if  this  be  your  .eispeifiwice ;  if  you 
count  k  the  greyest  pnv^i^ge  addplewime  of  your 
Kveato  dr^W.  neaf .  te  .Gqd ;  If  you  eateem  a  day  in 
*  \^  ^prts  betjtei  tjbap  a  tbouland,;  if  yoii  are  thank* 
f^l  ibf  Sfibbathf  and  otdindnoes,  and  glad  .when 
tiiey  return  >Ti  W^*  if  you:  love  to  be  in  the  way* 
wtiere you jUfe  most  lil^ely  to  meet  God;  and  will 
say  at  any  time,  to  worldly  profit  and  worldly  plea«- 
sunss^  ^  Stetidr  by,  I  bevo  pkasanter  mork  heforel 
me ;  I  had  rather  iQae  etiy  thing  tkan  an  opporto^ 
nAly  ;o^^oin#Mtiing  witb  God'^-^-eniely  tbia.ia  a  token 
fQTigeed ;.  f^  I  ^^  sot.  heaitate  te^  8ay,-<^las8ed . 
Mfl^lKpme.ia;l«$Brt^  feryeahaUaee  Ckid;.blened 
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are  ye  that  <ki  thus  huBg^r-  no^,*  for'  jre  ahall  be 
filled;  bleaaed^nre ye  that thM  pant  after  God, and 
are  so  thaakfol  and  happy  in 'being  disposed  to  seek 
him,  and  ■espebiaUy  if  youi  are  permitted-  to  see 
him^  though  itbe  very  seldom  and  very  imperfectly  i 
•>r-depeDd  upon  it,  you  lihail  hereafter^see  him  bet^ 
ter^  srnd  see  htih  ofteher,  and  shall  be  satisiied  whefn 
you  awake  wkti  his  likett^ss.  ' 
i-  But  if  you  know  nothing- oif  all  this ;  if  you  are 
totire  strangers  to  delighfiBg  in  God,  or  eaniest 
desires  iifter  him ;  ifyob  ca^'pass  days,  and  weeks, 
without:  inqtiiring  after  bini,  or  thifiking  of  him  \  if 
you  had  leather  not^think '  of  him,  nor  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  him :  and  therefore  Sabbath  time  is  a 
burthen^  aod-  Sabbath'  wo¥k  a  drudgery,  and  yoti 
Would.be  glad  U  there  wiere  no  such  day  in  the' 
Week,'  or  tio  such  oommaitdiiient  in  the  Decaldgue ; 
•^I  say,  if  you  have :  no  inclination  to  seek  God's 
£9ce,  and  no  pleasure  in  seeimg  it  now,  you  tnay 
conclude  that  you  shall  not  be  permitted  to  see 
htm  hereafter,  but  shall  be  shutout,  and  shut  up,  in 
everlasting  darkness.   * 

Will  you,  then,  be  persuaded,  seriously  to  put^ 
this  question  to  yourselves :  ^  O  'my  soul,  which  of 
these  states  is  likely  to  be  mine?  Where,  and  with* 
whom,  am  I  likely,  to  dwell  for  ever?  With  whom^ 
do.Lmoat  fiiequeotly,  and  most  wilhngly  associate^ 
now?' — That  will  t^l  you  what  you  have  to  ex- 
pect.'- 

2*  How  miserable  must  they  be  who  shall  be-  de- 
prived oft  all  these  glorious  sights!  '  ^ 

Y^u  ahall  lose  the  company,  you  sbatl  even  \om^^ 
the  sight)  of  all  the  greatest  and  best  pemoii's-  in  • 
heaven  and  earth.    You*  viay  think  this  no  gteftt  - 
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pimishment  fiow :  you  hei^e  no  relish  for  such  90^ 
ciety :   yotir  have  other  sights  and  other  company 
to  entertain  you,  which  you  like  better :  and  so  k>ng 
ss  you  can  indulge  yourselves  rn  sensual  pleasures^ 
so  long  39  yon-  can  rank  with  the  great  and  the 
gay,   and  mix  hi  the  spkndid  op  mirthfbl  scenes  of 
life,  you  have  nothing  more  that  you  wish  for.  But, 
depend  upon  it,  yon  will  have  other  thoughts   here- 
after.     Only   suppose  that   this    were  the  Day  of 
Judjgment ;   that  all  nations' were   here  gathered  to-- 
gether  before    the    tribunat  6f    Christ  ;-*-s oppose 
that   the  trials-  werfe   all  over,    and  that  the  an- 
gels were  now  beginning  to  mak^  the  finaf  sepaMr- 
tion  of  saints  from  sinners ; — suppose  you  saw  those 
blessed  ones,    on   the    right   band  of    the  Judge, 
marching,  with  shouts  of  joy  and  triumph,  through 
the  gates  into  the  city :  and  that  you  could  look  in, 
and  see  them  robed   andenthron^d;— suppose  you 
saw  among  them  some  of  your  own  pious  relations, 
-^for  example,  a  father   or  mother,  .  a-  husband  or 
wife,  a  brotherof  sister,  or  some  friend  that  stuck 
closer  to  you  than  a   brother — and  that  your  eye 
caught  theirs  ;— suppose  you.  saw  the  gates  shutting 
and  you  yourselves  on   the  outeiAe; — what  do  you 
tlnnk  you  should  do  then?    I  will  t^U  you:   in  an* 
agony  of  grief  and  desperation  yinx'  would  go  up 
to  the  gate^  and  knock,  and  cry^    ^  **  Lord,  Lord 
open   to  us:''   ^^  we  have  eaten  and  drunk  in  thy? 
presence,  and  thou  hast  taught  in  onr  streiets ;"  we 
always  went  to  the  place  of  worship,  and  some^ 
times'  went  to  sacrament:    and  in   all  companies^ 
were  forward  to  talk  abofit  religioi^:  and  wilt  thou 
not  le*  u«  in  ?'— •  No/ — ^Yon  would  then,  perhaps, 
plead  your  relation  to-  sneh  and  au<^,  of  disiinw 
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giiisbed  eminence  in  the  kingdom  of  God;  and,  i« 
tfae  wildneas  of  yon r  phrensy,  call  upon  them  Jby 
name,  and  beseech  them,  by  former  connections 
and  all  the  intimacy  and  endearment  that .  once . 
subsisted  between  them  and  you,  to  intercede  for 
your  admission.  I  can  tell  you,  too^  what  ansvnor 
you  would  receive  :  *^  I  know  you  not  whence  you 
are;  depart  from  me,  ye  workers  of  iniquity."— 
O  my  unhappy  friends !  what  a  pitiable  situatioii 
would  you  then  be  in! — to  be  denied  eyen 
another  look  at  those  you  once  so  dearly  loyed  ;. 
denied  the  poor  privilege  of  standing  near  the  gate  h 
-^to  be  driven  away  with  a  frown  and  a  curse;  and 
— whither  driven  ?— : — 

/  can  go  no  further ;  but  I  wish  ymi  would:  foe 
all  this  will  as  surely  happen  as  the  sun   will  go 
down  this  night.     Look  back  on  the  glorious  asd. 
blessed  society  you   shall  be  shut  out  from ;   and 
then  look  down  into  the  bottomless  pit,  and  see  the 
wretches  that  you  are  to  be  shut  up  with  for  ever. 
~-I  hope  the  sight  will  shock  you.     I  hope  you  do- 
already  tremble  at  the  d^adful  danger,  and  wish 
anyone  would  advise  you  what  you  should  do  to 
prevent  being  shut  out  froni  God^  and  Christ,  and 
angels,  and  saints,  and  all  the  glory  and  blessedness 
of  heaven* — I  will  advise  you  what  to  do : 

I.  Associate  with  those  now^  with  whom  you 
would  wish  to  live  hereafter. 

It  is  an  ancient  saying,  and  common  to  a  pro** 
verb^  that  ^'a  man  is  known  by  his  coiqpany:'' 
and  according  to  his  chosen  companions,  hem,, 
will  probably  he  his  appomUd  companions  here-, 
after.  It  is  a  remarkable  expression  of  Scriptoit . 
to  this  purpose,  that  when  any  die,  whether  s^illts 
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a  sitiaers,  they  ave  said  to  be  *^  gathered  to  their 
pe^pte/^ '  Thae,  concerniag  .  pious,  faithful  Abra* 
bam;  it  as  said  (Geo.  tlxv.  8,)  that  ''  he  died  in  a 
giood  oldage;  and  was  gathered,  to  his  people"— 
thsft  TSs'  he  ^tas  added  to  the  spirits  of  the  just  made 
peifeea:  andconeeruiiig  Ishmaelit  is  said  (ver.  17,) 
that  wheo' 'he  died:he  was  ^'  gathered  to  his  people'' 
— -that^is,  to  those  who,  like  him,  had  been  scoffers 
aaid  reviiers  of  religion  and  its  professors.  If  you 
tsOdct  the  company  of  those  only  who  are  **  lovers 
of  pleasuve  more  than  lovers  of  God;"  if  you 
^'  walk  in  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly,  and  stand  in 
the  way  of  sinners ;''  and  are  happy  no  longer' 
than  whilst  you  are  out  upon  some  party  of  amuse- 
nient  ;<«*-why  then,  these  are  your  people ;  and  to 
them  you  will  be  gathered  when  you  die.  But  you 
may  not  find  their  company  so  entertaining  then  ; 
fbrtu  the  grave,  and  6eyim<i  the  grave,  there  are  no 
pasttases,  no  kill-times,  to  be  met .  with*-— <-*-But,  I 
repeat  it  again,  and  I  would  repeat  it  a  thousand 
times  over  rather  than  you  should  not  take  notice 
of  it,  that  if  you  will  make  these  your  chosen  and 
chief  companions  here,  you  shall  be  shut  up  with 
them  forever.  You  may  not  run  with  them  to  the 
saaie  eaccess  of  riot ;  you  may  even  shudder  at  the 
lengths  that  some  of  them  go,  and  the  daring 
libertiea  they  take  with  God'^  holy  laws  and  God's 
holy  day.  No  matter  —  it  is  dangerous^  to  be 
moofa  with  them  ;  the  ^'  companitm  of  fools''  shuU 
be  deatroyed,  -  You  know  what  God  said  to  Israel 
conceroing  Babylon ;  ^^  Come  out  of  her,  my  peo'^ 
pie;  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  sins,  and  that 
ye  reoeive  not  of  her  ph^ues."  (Rev.  xviii.  4.)  So 
would  I  say  to  you,  ^y  Have  no  fellowship  with  the 
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UD&uitful  works  of  darkoe83/^  A  se^Airation  tbei^ 
lAUBt  be,  or  the  eops^uences  will  be  fatal.  '  K  you 
are  determiood  tq  ooofbiias^  to  the  world,  and  ntn 
with  the  iiiu.ltitud#,  and  do  aa  tbegenerality  do 
ww;  you  must  be  content  tojme  asi  thay  do  here- 
aft^. — In  shprt,  if  you  will  spend  aji  your  imm€ 
with  them  in  mirth  and  jollity,  you  ahall  surely 
ipend  an  etemitjf  with  them  in  weeping,  and  wail- 
ing, and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

If  you  are  shocked  at  the  thought  of  this;  if  you 
would  rather  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and 
have  your  last  end  like  theirs;  you  must  live  liA'e 
them,  and  live  with  them.  You  must  be  compa* 
nions  of  them  that  fear  God,  and  of  them  that  keep 
his  precepts.  You  must  not  only  ke^  their  compa- 
pany,  but  you  must  love  their  company.  You  must 
be  able  to  say  of  the  saints,  as  the  Psalmist  did, 
**  They  are  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  in  whom  is 
all  my  delight/'  (Ps.  xvi,  S.)  You  must  be  able  to 
prefer  an  hour  spent  in  social  prayer,  or  serious 
converaatioa  with  a  poor  disciple  of  Christ,  to  a 
thousand  merry"4neetings  with  the  carnal  and  pro* 
^e.  If  this  seem  irksome  to  you,  if  you  have  no 
relish  for  such  company;  you  would  have  no  relish 
for  heaven;  ^nd  without  a  change  by  grace,  you 
will  never  get  there.    Therefore, 

S.  Pray  earnestly  that  you  may  be  ^^  renewed  in 
the  spirit  of  your  minds.'' 

For  if  you  danot  see  these  things  through  a  glass 
darkly  rum,  you  will  Aever  see  them  face  to  face 
hereafter;  if  yoa  die  in  all  the  blindness  of  your 
natural  state,  yoo  will  continue  blSnd  for  ever. 
The  cure  must  beperformed  here  or  not  at  all ;  for 
"  Verily,   verily,   I  say  unta  you/'    (an4  it  was 
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Cbritt  faimftelf  that  said  it),  ^*  exGe))t  a  man  hk  bom 
a^io^.  he  cannot  see  the  king^dom  of  God/'  (John 
liL  3.)  Yon  can  have  no -more  conception  of  th6 
beauties  and  glories  of  heaven,  than  a  man  bom 
biiAd  can  conceive  of  the  beauties  of  a  rainbow^ 
Pray^  therefore,  for  spiritua}  illumination :  let  it  be 
yoiir  first  and  your  last  prayer^  **  Lord,  that  I  may 
receive  my  sight — that  the  eyes  of  my  understand^ 
tng  being  eri lightened,  I  mieiy  know  what  is  the  hops 
of  thy  calling,  and  what  the  riches  of  the  glory  of 
the  inheritance  of  the  saints :'' 

<^  0  might  I  once  mouut  up  and  tee 

The  glories  of  th'  eternal  skies  I 
What  little  things  these  worlds  would  be» 

How  despicable  to  my  eyes  !**  * 

They  would  be  so  indeed.      Could  you,  through 
faith's  telescope,   look  within  the  vail,  and  see  what 
God  hath  laid  up  for   them  that  love  him ;    could 
you  see  what  shall  be  done  to  the  man  whom  God 
delighteth  to  honour  ;  could  you  see  the  robes,  the 
crowns,  the   throne,  the  dignity  and  blessedness, 
of  glorified  saints  :  you  would  never  relish  the  paltry 
profits  and  pleasures  of  this  world  any  more:  you 
would  turn  away  from    them  with   contempt  and 
disgust  as  trifles  not  worth  looking  at*     But  this  is 
*  not  to  be  expected,  without  enlightening,   purify- 
ing, renewing  grace ;    for  the    '^  natural  man   re* 
ceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  spirit  of  God :  for  they 
are  fbolishness  to  him :  neither  can  he  know  them, 
because  they  are  spiritually  discerned.**  (I  Cor.  ii, 
14.)     If^  therefore,  you  have  any  desire  to  be  par* 
takers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light  here- 
after, you  nvust  be  turned  from  darkness   to  light 
here :  you  must  begin  to  see,  though  it  be  but  im« 
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perfectly ;  though  you  only  see  men  aii  ttbes  Wstfk^ 
ing,  yet  something  you  must  see ;  you -nttiis^  bfe 
able  to  perceive  a  beauty  and  exceUency  in  diViife 
things,  infinitely  superior  to  any  tbkig  you  kad  any 
notion  of  beibre ;  you  must  have  such  glimpses  and 
glances  6f  spiritual  objects,  as  shall  make  jrou  ift^ 
different  to  every  thing  else,-— It  may  give  ywy  plea* 
sure  to  hear,  that  it  is  one  part,  and  a  prineipd 
part,  of  Christ's  commission,  to  open  blind  eydar^ 
and  as  be  is  now  passing  by,  seize  the  predioii^ 
opportunity,  and  cry,  as  blind  Bartimeus  dM^ 
"  Jesus,  thou  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  me  '/• 

^  Mightj  Redeemer  ?  set  me  free 
From  my  old  state  of  bid  : 
,    O  make  my  soul  alive  to  thee ; 
Create  new  powers  within* 

Renew  inineeyes^  and  form*  my  ears. 

And  mould  my  heart  afresh ; 
Give  me  new  passions,  joys,  and  fears : 

And  turn  the  stone  to  flesh  ! 

iFar  frdm  the  regions  of  the  dead, 

Frota  siQ,  and  earth,  and  hell. 
In- the  new  woifd.that  grace  has. made, 

I  wpuld  for  ever  dwell." 

3.  1  observe  that  we  are  not  to  look  for  perfect 
knowledge,  or  perfect  satisfaction,  here  : 

For  **  now  we  see  through  a  glass,  darkly ;  but 
then  face  to  face  V'  In  the  present  state,  God  doth 
not  so  nauch  feed  the  senses,  as  exercise  the  faith, 
of  bis  people.  Somewhat,  indeed^  they  have  now; 
just  enough  to  support  and  refresh  them  in  the  wtl* 
deraess;  but  it  is  at  best  but  as  '^  the  earnest  and 
first-fruils"  of  their  inheritance  :  ^*  for  we  are  -saved 
by  hope ;  but  hope  that  is  seen,  is  not  hope :    for 
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what  a  man  seeth,  why  doth  he  yet  hope  for  ?  But  if 
we  bopefor  that  we,  see  not,  then  do  we  with  patience 
wait  for  it."  (Bom.  viii*  S4,  25.)      The  generality 
^re  aU  for  the  present  good :    "  Give  me  the  por-^ 
tioD   of  goods  that  falleth  to  me/'  is  the  prevailing 
ory :  let  me  have  enough  to  clothe  me  in  ^'  purple 
aiid  fine  linen/'  and  to  '*  fare  sumptuously  every 
.day/'   and  let  futurity  take  care   for  itself.      But 
when  it  comes  to  *^  Son,  remember  that  thou  in  thy 
life->time  receivedst  thy  good  things,   and  likewise 
Lazarus  his  evil  things ;  and  now  he  is  comforted, 
and  thou  art  tormented;"  then  they  will  wish  that 
they  had  made  a  different  choice.     The  true  believer 
considers  himself  as  "  a  stranger  and  a  sojourner*' 
here,   and  is  content  to  wait  for  his   portion  till  he* 
gets  home :    and  this  reconciles  him  to  many  hard 
things  in  providence  and  grace,  which  would  other- 
wise perplex  and  overwhelm  him.     If  he  hath  little 
of  the  world — yea,  and  little  sensible  enjoyment  of 
God — yet  still  he  "  rejoices  in  hope."     David  had 
more  gladness  in  his  heart  from  the  glimpse  he  had 
of  the  light  of  God's  countenance,  than  others  had 
in  all  their  increase  of  com  and  wine.    (See  Ps.  iv.  6, 
and  Ps.  xvii.  15.)— When   he  wa^  speaking  of  the 
men  of  the  world,   who  had  their  portion  in  this  life, 
and  whose  belly  God  had  filled  with  his  hid  trea- 
sures ;  he  envied  them  not —  "  *  t  have  meat  to  eat 
which  they  know  not  of.'  *'  "  *  I  shall  behold  thy  face 
in  righteousness :'"  that  is  my  portion ;  and  I  am  con- 
tent to  wait  for  it.     I  do  not  ciire  how  little  I  have 
of  the  world :  he  hath    promised  me  food  and  rai- 
ment ;  and  that  is  enough  for  the  little  while  I  have 
to  live  in  this  world  :  '*  *  I  shall  be  satisfied,  when  I 
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awake  with  Iby  likeness."  '  '  Ti^ks  envied  tbdse 
ancieDt  ^orthifiK^  Ito  ^^  Cake  joyfully  the  spoiling  of 
thedr goods :''  they  knew  they  ba4  iobeaveo  ^'  a  bet- 
ter and  more  enduring  ^ub^aoce/' 

Qut  il;  8ooi?Uines  happens  that  Chrifttiana   have 
not  only  li^le  of  the  Mrorkl-^Ma /  they  could  easily 
bear-i^but  they  have  also  little  of  God  :    I  mean,  lo 
a  way  '  of  sensibly  enjoyment.      They    **  walk   in 
darknes;s,  and  see  no  light :"  and  we  oftea  bear  then) 
complaining,    ''  Why   stand^st   thou    afar   off,    O 
Lord  ?''     '*  Why  hidest   thou  thyself  in    time  of 
trouble?''    '' Behold,  I  go  forward,  but    hp  ia  not 
there  ;  and  backward,  but  I  canqot  perceive  him :" 
^  O  that  I  knew  where  I  might  ^ndhim  V*     ^^  My 
God,  my  God^  why  hast  tbpu  forsaken  tne!'* — Aud 
yet,  even  in  MtV  case,   painful   and  distressing  as  it 
i3t  the  believer  rejoices  in  hope.     '  Blessed  be  God/ 
sqys  he,  '  for  the  little  I  haw  seen  ;  blessed  be  God 
for  what  I  am  assured  I  shall  ^e^  when  this  vail  of 
flesh  Bhall  be  rent  in  twain:    and  that  will  not  b^ 
long:  time  hath  made  some  crevices  already,  and 
they  are  widening  apaqe :  I  can  took  through   the© 
now;  by  and  by  1   shall  escape  through  them,   and 
find  myself  in  opep  daylight. 

•  **  iThen  shall  I  8ee»  and  hear,  tud  know, 
AH  I  deeir'd  apd  wi$h'd  below ; 
And  every,  power  find  §weet  fpaploy, 
la  thot  eternal  world, of  joj." 

This  reminds  me  to  add, 

4.  How    welcome    njust  death  be    to  the  be- 
:  liever. 

Not  merely  as  it  puts  a  final  end  to  all  his  sios, 
sufferings,  and  sprrows;  but  m  it  will  introduce 
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liitt  into  «  «ew  and  nobler  worlds  where  heshiUl 
faave  Hie  moat  gtoiicm^  •  oftjeeto  to  beheld^  and  ikk» 
thing  shall  intercept  or  cloud  bis  sight.    He  shall,  see 
heaven,  see  the  saints,  see  the  angels,   see  Christ, 
see  God ;  and  see  them  all  clearly  and  distinctly ; 
fiee  them  "  face  to  &ee  V'  slid  never  he  out  of  sight 
of    them    any   more  for  ever.— ^'  O   death,   where 
is  thy  sting  ?     O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?" — In- 
stead of  starting  and  shrinking  back,  as  if  we  were 
'afraid  of  Death ;  we  should  rather  be  looking  out 
for  him,  as    the  welcome  messenger  from  our   hea- 
venly ^  Father  to  fetch  us  home ;  and  when  any  of 
his  well-known  harbingers  come,  and  warn  us  of  his 
approach,   we   ^^  should  lift  up  our  heads,   and  re- 
joice  that  our  redemption'  draweth  nigh/'  That  say- 
ing of  our  Lord  to  Peter,  hath  been  the  support  of 
many  living  saints^  and  the  joy  of  many  ^ing  ones ; 
'^  What  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt 
know  hereafter/'  (John  xiii.  7*)      How  many  things 
are  there,  both  in  providence  and  grace,  which  we 
cannot  now  account  for  ;  and  with  what  rapturous 
eagerness  and  delight  shall  we  sit  and  hear  th.em  all 
explained ;  and  the  history  of  our  own  lives  related, 
and  •  a  thousand  pleasing  histories  besides !     Who 
doth  not  wish  to  die?     I  mean,  who  doth  not  wish 
to  be  dead  ?      Who  would  not  gladly  get  away  into 
the  silent,   quiet  grave ;   to  be  out  of   the   hearing 
of  the  tumults  and  alarms  of  this  bustling,  quarrel- 
some world  ?     Who  doth  not  wish  to  get  away  from 
the  trifling  and  ensnaring  conversatioo  of  mortals, 
to  sit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob; 

to  sit  down  with  angels,  and  with  God  !— ^od—- 

Andy  what  ? O  Christians !    '<  it  doth  not  yet 
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appear  what  we  shall  be;  but  we  know  that  t^ben 
be  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him;  for  we  shall 
see  him  as  he  is." 


**  Our  knowledge  of  that  world  is  smalU 

The  eye  of  faith  is  dim  : 
It  is  enough  that  Christ  knows  all» 

And  we  shall  be  with  him." 


(     171    ) 


SERMON  X. 

WHO    IS    ON   THE    LOAd's   SIDE  ? 


»>~— >«iva^^»ia*- 


Exodus  xxxii.  2i6. 

Tkm  Moses  stood  in  the  gate  of  the  cat^p,  and  said. 

Who  is  on  the  LordTs  side  ? 

Methjnks  I  hear  one  of  you  saying,  M  am  on 
the  Lord's  side :'  and  another  '  I  am ;'  and  another 
*  I  am :'  and  if  I  do  not  mistake,  I  hear  many  of 
you,  in  a  low,  faultering  voice,  whispering,  *  We 
desire  to  be  so,  if  the  Lord  will  accept  such  worth* 
less  servants. '  Where  is  the  man  that  dares  say, 
He  is  not,  he  will  not,  be  of  the  Lord's  side? 
Where  is  the  mighty  champion  that  will  thus  defy 
the  armies  of  the  God  of  Israel  ?  Vain  man !  a 
sling  and  a  stone  may  bring  thee  to  the  ground :  a 
sentence,  a  word,  directed  and  enforced  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  may  be  sharper  than  any  tii^ttiiedged 
sword,  and  pierce  ^'  even  to  the  dividing  asunder 
the  joints  «nd  marrow,''  the  soul  and  sin  ;  and  dis- 
cover the  very  "  thoughts  and  intents  of  thy/ heart." 
I  pray  God  you  may  feel  something  of  this,  while  I 
attempt,  from  those  words  of  Moses, 

L  To  show  who  may  be  said  to  be  on  the  Lord's 
side ;  < 

IL  To  offer  some  reasons  why  we  should  all  be  so. 

Very  evident  it  is,    that  all  the  world  is  not  on 
the  same  side.     There  are  two  great  interests  which 
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divide  the  pursuits  and  passions  of  mankind— God 
and  Mammon  share,  the  world  between  4bein. 
Pitv  !  that  there  should  be  so  sreat  a  disproportion 
as  it  will  appear  there  is,  when  we  consider, 

L  Who  are  on  the  Lord's-side  ? 

To  which  1  answer : 

1.  Those  who  are  '^  c^ine  out"  firom  the  ^^orld* 
and  ar^  "  separate/' 

I  do  not  mean  that  we  should  shut   up  ourselv^es 
in  monasteries  and  convents^  and  iidlenly  refuse  all 
intercourse  with  our  fellow^cnMituret.     Cbristianitf 
is  a  social  religion :  it  requires  that  every  man  abide 
in  the  calling  whereunto  he  is  called ;  it  recommetids 
and  enforces  relative  duties  ;  it  enables  its  profe6sOr9 
to  shine  as  *'  lights  in  the  tnidst  of  a  erooked  afid 
perverse  generation,  and,  by  an  amiable,  uprigfht, 
heavenly  conversation,  to    "  adorn  the  dt>ctrine  of 
God  their  Saviour  in  aH   things."     When   I   sfay, 
therefore,  that  those  who  are  on  tlie  Lord^i*  side 
have  come  out  fVom  the  world,  I  mean  only,  that 
they  are  no  longer  conformed  to  tbe  world :  they 
have  separated  themselves  from  the  ibUies  and  vices 
of  the  world,  and  resolved  to  have  no  more  fellow- 
ship "  with  the  works,"  or  workers,  **  of  iniquity  :*' 
they  have  "  renounced  the  hidden    tbi<rgs  of  dis^ 
honesty;    they  have  denied  all    ungodliness    and 
worldly  lusts ;"  and  "the  grace  of  God,  bringing 
salvation,  hath  taught  them  to  live  soberly,  righte- 
ously,  and  godly."     What  they  know   not,   th^y 
pray  God  to  teach  them ;  and  wherein  they  have 
done  iniquity,  they  resolve  to  do  so  no  more.  They 
differ  from  the  rest  of  the  world  in  their  language 
and  behaviour,   in  their  apprehensions   and  views, 
in  their  desires  and  pursuits,  in  their  original  and 
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temlency. — DiJ^er  from  the  vmtU^  did  I  say  }  They 

have  notktng' worldly  in  them.    Once,  indeed,  they 

did  bear  ^^^tbe  image  of  the  earthly,'^  but  now 

they     bear      *^   the     image    of    the     heavenly/' 

They  are  horn  again^  bovn  from  above ;  are'  chiU 

dren  of  God;  partakera  of  a  divine  nature ;  their 

treasure  is  ID  heaTen;  their  frienda  are  in  heaven; 

their  converaation  is  in  heaven;  theh*  eyes,  their 

hearts,  their  hope^,  are  fixed  on  heaven ;  nor  can 

this  world,  this  vain,  trifling,  despicable  world,  fur*- 

OMh  an  object  worthy  their'attention.    They  ^'  look 

B06  at  the  things  which  are  seen,  and  temporal  /^ 

and  pity'  the  short«sighted  sensualist  that  can  look 

adfertiier;  but  they  look  at  the  things  which  '*  are 

uet  seen  and  eternal/'     Neither  the  vail  of  the 

fleshyBor>tke  valley  of  death,  intercepts  their  view : 

tbey  pierce  tbroagh  bo(?h^  and  see  *^  glory,  honour, 

apd  MBoaortality ;''    and   scorn  the   inconsiderable; 

peosblng  toys  of  tine.    They  look  and  live  above 

it;  asdi,  as  was  said  of  Gidson^s  brethren,  '^  each 

ott€<  resembtM  the  children  of  a  king,'* — Where  this 

iafelie  case,  it  is  no  hard  matter  to  distinguish  who 

are  on  tke  -  Lord's  side* 

What  npeao  ye,  then,  ye  worldly  Ckrkiiims! 
(forgive  the  contradiction,)  who  vainly  strive  to  re- 
concile light  and' darkness,  Christ  and  Belial,  God 
tod  Mammon;,  who  mind  ^  eartbty  things/'  and 
with  restless  anxiety,  are  seeking  after  corn,  and 
vitt^  and:ofl!wbo  freely  indulge  yourselves  in 
weiAdly  purstnta  and  sensual  gratifications  all  thei 
week,. and  febea,  because  ooflimon  decency  obliges 
you  to  biy  them  aside  on  the  Sabbath,  come  before 
kin  as  his  people,  and  sit  before  him  as  bis  people 
*-«4hoi|gh  even  now,  perhaps,  your  hearts  are  gone 


I74f  Wiois  an  the  Lf^nPiSide^^  [Skjim,  10« 

after  yourcovetousaeais  !— yet,  I  say ,  for  this  "  fprm. 
.ofgQ^lin^as  to"  flatter  yourselves  that .  you  are  oa 
the  Lord's  side,  and  cry  out,   with  much  self-a^prp- 
b^tion,  '^  The  temple  of  the  Lord,  the  temple    of 
the  Lord,  the  temple  of  tl^e  Lord,  are  weV — Sirs, 
God  iQves.  no  such  baif*hearted  worshippers*  If  you 
entreat  his  favour  with  your. ir?Ao/€  hearty  ifyau  love 
the  Lord  ^*  with  a// your  heart,  and  all  your  soul, 
and  ($11  your  mind,  and  a// your  strength ;"  theq  he 
will  look  upon  you  as  his  friends,  and  honour  you 
with  his  confidence  and  favour.     But  if  you  halt 
between  two  opinions ;  if  God  and  Baal  be  alter-* 
ns^tely  uppermost,  and  you  this  day  profess  to  serve 
God,  and  to-»morrow  are  servants  to  ''  divers  luats 
and  passipps;'Mf  with  one   hand  you  pretend    to 
gi:iisp   at  holiness,  and  with  the  other  draw  iniquity 
as  "  with  a  cart-rope ;" — in   short,  if  you   are  not 
"  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversation  ;"  you  ate  no- 
thiqg:  ypu  are  still  in  '^  theigall  of  bitterness,  and 
in  the  bonds  of  iniquity ;"  strangers  to  the  life  and 
power  of  godliness ;  and  are  no  friends  (o  God, 
nor  frieoids   of  God,   por  any  way  related  to  him 
whose  name  you  presume  to  wear. — "  Wherefore, 
let  bin  that  nameth  the  name  of  Christ  depart  from 
a// iniquity  .'* 

9.  They  who  are  on  the  Lord^s  side  exert  them-; 
selves  with  peculiar  resolution  for  the  support  of  his 
cause  and  kingdom. 

It  is  not  enough  that  they  be  not  oonforqied  to 
the  world;  they  must  oppose  the  wprld:  they  must 
not  only  avoid  sin,  but  they  must  hate  sin,  and 
declare  w^r  against  it,  and  vow  and  endeavour  its 
destruction.  The  friends  of  God,  the  '^  good  sol** 
diers  of  Jesus  Christ/'  will  not  be  content  to  be^ 
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afWays  upon  the  defensive ;  but  will  carry  tbe  was 
into  the  enemy^s  country,  and  make  warm  and  vi** 
gorbiis  attacks  upbn  the  kingdom  and  subjects  of 
datan.     **  Do  not  I  hate  them,  O  Lord,  that  hate 
thee  ;  and  am  not  I  grieved  with'  them  that  rise  up 
against  the^  ?    I  hate  them  with  perfect  hatr^ ;  I 
count  them  mine  enemies/'    This  will  be  their  lan- 
guage and   conduct :  they  will  ^'  teach  every  man 
his  neighbour,  aud  every  man  his  brother,   saying, 
Know  ye  the  Lord :''  and  will   weep  over  those 
whom  they  cannot  reclaim.     The  "  zeal  of  God's 
house  hath  eaten  them  up."     Whatever  their  heads, 
or  their  hearts,  or  their  bands,  find  to  do,   they  do 
it  "  with  all   their  might."     They  are  "  zealously 
affected"  in  the  best  cause.  It  is  *'  meat  and  drink'^ 
to  them  to  be  doing  "  the  will  of  their  heavenly 
Father :"  and,  while  they  rejoice  in  every  instance 
or  prospect  of  success,   they  find  •'  the  joy  of  the 
Lord  to  be  their  strength."    To  them,  "  to  live  is 
Christ:"  all  their  aim,  and  desire,  and  endeavour 
is,  that  Christ  may  be  magnified ;  that  his  kingdom 
may  come,  and  that  his  will  may  be  done,  on  earth, 
as  it  is  done  in  heaven.     They  neglect  not  proper- 
worldly  business,  but  are  rather  more  diligent  and 
industrious  therein,  that  they  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  honouring  the  Lord  with  their  substance: 
but,  then,  they  "  seek ^r^<  the  kingdom  of  God;'* 
and    have  learned  the  happy  art  of  being    '*  not 
slothful    in    business,    and    yet  fervent  in   spirit, 
serving   the  Lord."     In  short,  by  their  conversa* 
tions,  examples,   and  prayers,  they  endeavour,'  to^ 
the  utmost  of  their  power,  to  adorn  and  spread' 
ireligion,  and  compel  as  many  as  they  can  to  come 
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in  and'  pactaJbe  oS  tbe  rich  smi  ftee  praviaton  oi  iIk 
GospeL  . 

S^ech  cbaMDCters  as  these  carr^  GodPs  maf  k  ov 
their  foreheadflu  It  admits  not  of  a  mooient's  hostt^- 
tioa  oh  which  sicfe  to  place  tbem^ 

But,  what  shali  we  say  ol those  lukewarm  profies* 
sor8;T-tho6e  xotd^  those  frcmnrheafted  fermaHsts, 
who  cail  private  duties^  superstitioo ;  public  aeal» 
enthusiasm ;  and  close  walking  with  God^  bei&g 
righteous  overmujch;-«»wbo  are  all  for  a  rational,  an 
unaffected,  an  tmaffectingy  nVigion } — Alas!  languid 
devotion  / — •*  Ofiw  it  now  unto  thy  governor ;  will 
he  be  pleased  with  thee,  or  accept  thy  person  ?  sail^ 
the  Lord  of  hosts."  How  much  more  hatefbl  misat 
such  a  lethargic  religion  be  to  the  e?er-Uving  Good ! 
Wherefore, "  stir  up  the  gift  that  is  in  you  :'*  consider 
your  characters,  yourciccumstaaces,  youxprivtieges^ 
your  obligations,  your  prospects  ;---cou8ider  the  world 
around  you,  consider  the  worldabove  you  ;— consider 
the  angels,  those  '^  flames  of  fire,"  who  are  cooslant 
observes^  of  yourworkandwoiship;— "  consider  Him. 
who  endured  the  contradiction  ofainnera  againathimr 
self,  lest  ye  be  w^ried  aad  faint  in  your  minds  :"-— 
and,  above  all,  consider  the  infinite  purity^^  and  jealous 
ay  of  that  alK  pervading,  allNperceiving,  ali-powerfuL  * 
Beings  with  whom  you  have  to  do :  whose  goodness 
deserves^  and  whose  greatness  challenges^  your  live- 
iiest  sej^vioes  ;  who  has  conferred  &youra  wbioh  you 
can  nevec  requite,  and  therefore  baa  claims  you  cai» 
never  answer ;  insomuch  that,  when  you  have  8a«» 
crificedyour  health,  your  strength,  yoUr  time,  your 
friends,  your  auhstance,  and  even  your  life,  for  His 
aake  and  the  Gospel's,  you  must  still  say,  ^^  Of 
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tbine  own  have  we  given  th^ :  We  are  un|>rofitable 
servants,  and  have  done  no  more  than  was  our  duty 
to  do."—;."  Wherefoie,  we  receiving  a  kiogdoni 
which  cannot  be  moved,  let  iis  have  grace  to  serve 
God  acceptably,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear; 
for  our  God  is  a  consuming  fire/' 

II.  I  am  to  offer  some  reason^  why  we  should  alt 
be  on  the  Lord's  side. 

!•  Because  it  is  the  side  of  justice  and  truth. 

It  immediately  approves  itself  to  our  judgment, 
as  the  side,  of  liberty  and  peace ;  and'  conscience 
declares  loudly  in  its  favour.  The  merits  of  the 
cause  are  fairly  exposed  to  every  one's  view,  and  we 
most  be  utterly  inexcusable  if  we  do  not  maintain 
it.  Religion,  pure  and  undefiled  religion,  is  en« 
tirely  coinpoeed  of  truth  and.wisdom ;  and  therefore 
forces  your  approbation,  and  claims  your  assistance* 
In  taking  the  part  of  a  friend,  we  may  often,  and 
easily,  run  into  excess :  partiality  to  his  person  may 
make  u^  partial  to  his  cause,  and  we  may  espouse  it 
warmly,  without  considering  whether  it  be  right  or 
wrong:  and,  perhaps,  push  it  further  than  cooler 
reflection  can  justify.  But  in  taking  the  Lord's 
part,  we  are  ift  no  such  danger  :  we  know  our  cause 
to  be  good  ;  we  know  the  opposition  to  it  to  be 
malicfous  dnd  ill-grounded;  we  know  the*  great 
Captain  of  our  salvation,  loves  not  drones,  nor 
cowards ;  we  know  that  he  requires,  and  merits, 
oar  most  vigorous  endeavours ;  and'  that,  if  we  tread 
in  bis  steps,  as  we  can  never  do  enough,  so  we  can 
never  do  amiss.  Wherefore^  since  our  call  is  so 
dear,  let  us  instantly  obey  it.  Let  not  so  just  and 
righteous  a  cause  suffer  a  ndoment,  through  our  in- 
attention   and .  fl^ligence.     Let  us  immediatelj 

VOL.  JI.  N 
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*yieldaiN?selTe«  to  God ;  and  conie^mteiouribodM*, 
souk,  and  aub$taii€6  to  hisaarvioe,  with  thi9'Juimb)e 
fixed  reaolotion^  ^>  Lord,  we  will  follow  thee.wlu*- 
thersoever  tbou  goestj" 

2.  Consider  on  whose  side  you  are,  if  you  zxA  not 
on  the  Lofd's  side. 

God,  or  Belial :  there  *is  no  alternative ;  there  is  n^ 
such  thing  as  neutrality  in  religion  :  to  say  ooliiiii^ 
for  Christ,  is  in  effect  to  say  much  agaimi  him; 
and  not  appearing  for  the  support  of  his  cause,  is 
in  effect  contributing  to   its  overthrow.      Perhaps 
you  may  be  surprised  land  offeaded  at  being  told  -ao, 
but  it  is  a  real  feet,  that  as  long  as  you  remaii»  in* 
different  and  undetermined  for  God  and  religioo, 
you  are  actually  in  league  with  death,  and  in  cov^9<i> 
tiant  with  hell;  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  the 
prince  of  darkness,  and  acting  in  concert,  with  tl^B 
devil  and  his  angels. 

But,  not  to  enlarge  on  such  a  subject,  I  add, 
S.  Consider  in  how  many  instances.  God  haa  ap* 
jpeared  for  you. 

Who  created  you  ?  who  called  you  from  nothing 
into  existence  ?  who  gave  you  that  high  and  diatin- 
«guishedrank  which  you  hold  in  the  scale  of  beings? 
who  made  you  but  ^^  little  lower  than  the  angels,  and 
crowned >you  with  glory  and  honour?"  to  whose 
gentle  and  constant  care  do  you  owe  your  preser«- 
vation  amidst  ten  thousand  surrounding  calanuttetf 
and  dangers  ?  who  preserves  your  eyes  from  tears, 
your  feet  from  felling,  and  your  sodk  from  death'^ 
who  '^  aatisfieth  your  mouth  with  good  things,'^  and 
your  souls  with  things  infinitely  better?  who  opened, 
the  ^es  of  heaven,  and  shut  the  gates  of  .bell,  and 
thppw  9^  ooveiifig  over  destryc(ioft  ?  who  satiafieil 
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-H^^tii/ksi^  t(|4}6ad>  who  i^oibled'' the  elimr^uii^  igtf 
^oriSdetiie  ?  irtto  ^titled '  the  *Aemy  and  tfie' Av«iy- 
ger  ?  who  broke  down  the  middle  tt^ll  Af  ptirtition  ? 
^mho  feArtfaib'  tvVbv^n^A  of  jiMMe  itMP  tb^tfar6od  of 
^ace?  who  abolished  Death,  ar^d  ^*  hitfft  that  bad 
the  pftWer  of  dfeath,  tbdt  is,'  the  I>4vil  ?♦*  who 
%¥6^ht  ^^  littg  and  imfnortality  to  lig'ht  by  Hi^  Goa^ 
jJil?*' Vi^bo  pitied  the  distresses  of  a  sinful  world? 
•who  "gave  his  Son  to  die  for  sinners,  to  die  for  you  ? 

4eh<>. — 

-*^"Ehoiigh,  gracious  God!  We  can  hold  no  toore, 
v^  can  bear  no  more.  The  cup  of  blessing  runneth 
over.  Thou  art  indeed  loading  us  with  thy  bene-* 
fks:  we  shall  sink  under  the  weight  of  thine  ^abundant 
goodness.  We  own  our  obligations;  we  are  ashsAned 
bf  our  ingratitude:  we  cannot  forgive  ourselves, 
that  we  should  be  so  thoughtless,  .so  base,  se^  un- 
natural j  as  to  fight  so  long,  as  to  fight  at  all, 
i(|>eiinst  our. Protector,  our  Friend,  our  Father.  We 
presume  not  to  make  terms  with  thee :  we  throw 
Sown  6ur  arms;  we  disannul  all  our  cursed  agree- 
iait^AteVith  sin  and  Satan  ;  we  cast  ourselves  on  thy 
mercy ,^ — humbly  hoping  that  thy  pardons  are  not 
4tt*  disposed  of;  that  thy  house  is  not  so  full  but 
that  yet  there  is  room  for  us ;  that  those  bowels  of 
me#cy,  which  yearned  so  affectionately  and  ef- 
ltottia»Hy  towards  a  Magdalen,  a  Saul,  and  a  Ma^ 
B^fttseli,  and  teti  thousand  Magdalens,  Sauls,  aittt 
M^tta^debsv  wfU  not  prdve  cold  and  inaensible  td 
^ui^distre^ete.  For  thy  name's  sake,  O  Lord^  paf<^ 
dolour  i^rqiiity,  for  it  is  great.  <'  Our  goodneS!( 
eiftendttfa  not  to  theid/'  but,  a9  the  most  acceptable^ 
|keilei»l  we*  can  make,  we  present  tbee  with  an  op^ 

N   ? 
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portiiDity  of  thanifestiog  ^^  the  exceeding  greatoess 
of  thy  power  to  us-ward,"  aod  of  "  magnifying  thy 
mercy  above  all  thy  name." 

4.  Consider  that  the  cause  of  God  shall  be  as- 
suredly victorious. 

*•  Who  ever  hardened  himself  against  God,  and 
prospered?"  **  His  counsels,  they  shall  stand;  and  he 
M^iH  do  all  his  pleasure/'  ''  His  kingdom  is  an  ever-* 
lasting  kingdom,  and  his  dominion  shall  endure 
throughout  all  generations ;"  ''  For  he  must  reigp^ 
till  he  hath  put  all  his  enemies  under  his  feet."  Let 
the  sons  of  Zion,  then,  be  joyful  in  their  king  :  let 
'Weak  and  fearful  Christians  rejoice  in  their  mer* 
cifuU  and  faithful,  and  ever-successful  Head  and 
Saviour  ;  and  let  the  young  and  inexperienced  sol- 
diers of  Jesus  Christ,  who  have  but  just  buckled  on 
their  armour;  who  are  but  newly  entered  ipto  the 
service  of  the  King  of  kings:  who  have1:]yi(t  just 
declared  themselves  on  the  Lord's  side;  who  are 
yet  ignorant  of  Satan's  devices,  and  perhaps  trem- 
ble at  the  formidable  assaults  of  principalities  and 
powers — "  Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled,  neither 
let  them  be  afraid :"  *'  look  unto  Jesus,  the  author 
and  finisher  of  your  faith,"  who  hath  said,  *^  I  will 
not  leave  you  comfortless;"  *' I  will  never  leave 
you,  nor  forsake  you." — ''  Remember  this,  and  show 
yourselves  men :  bring  it  again  to  mind,"  *'  O  ye 
of  little  faith."  He  does  not  say.  Show  yourselves 
angels :  he  does  not  expect  the  purity  and  fervour 
of  those  flames  of  fire ;  but  only  that  strength  and 
vigour  which  it  is  in  your  power  to  exert :  only  show 
yourselves  mm,  and  he  will  show  himself  God.  He 
ivill  give  "  power  to  the  faint ;  and  to  them  that 
have  no  might  he  will  increase  atr^ngtht    He  will 
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enable  ^^  one  to  cbace  a  thousand,  and  ten  to  put 
ten  thousand  to  flight.**  He  will  "  arise,  and  scat- 
ter bis  enemies,  and  make  them  that  hate  him  to 
fly  before  him/' — He  will  whet  his  glittering  sword 
— not  the  flaming  sword  of  vengeance,  but  the  two^ 
edged  sword  of  his  Spirit — and  will  go  on,  conquer- 
ing and  to  conquer,  till  there  shall  not  be  an  en^my 

to  the  Redeemer  left  out  of  hell. When  shall  it 

once  be!  **  Gird  thy  sword  upon  thy  thigh,  O  most 
Mighty,  with  thy  glory  and  thy  majesty :  and  in 
thy  majesty  ride  prosperously,  because  of  truths  and 
meekness,  and  righteousness ;  and  thy  right  hand 
shall  teach  thee  terrible  things.'^ 
I  come  now  to  the 

/Application. 
1.  How  dreadful  the  condition  of  those  who  op- 
pose the  cause  of  God ! 

It  ff  dangerous  even  to  remain  doubting  and  un- 
believing, when  the  Lord  "  makes  bare  his  arm,** 
and  the  triumphs  of  his  grace  are  so  numerous  and 
unquestionable:  the  example  of  the  unbelieving 
nobleman  in  Samaria,  mentioned  in  S  Kings  i.  7« 
is  an  awful  instance  and  proof  of  this.  It  is  dan- 
gerous not  to  appear  openly  to  acknowledge,  to 
rejoice  in,  and  promote,  the  cause  of  God,  and  the 
interest  of  the  Redeemer:  *'  Curse  ye  Meroz,  said 
the  angel  of  the  Lord :  curse  ye  bitterly  the  inha. 
bitants  thereof;  because  they  came  not  to  the  help 
of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  oif  the  Lord  against  the 
mighty."  (Judges  v.  23.)  But  woe  !  woe  !  woe  !  to 
idl  those  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  that  "  set  them- 
selves^  and  take  counsel  together,  against  the  Lord, 
and  against  bis   Anointed,  saying.    Let  us  break 


ihdll'  ^arids   astiftd'er,    and'c*t'=iiway  'thrft  'cordi 
from  us."  ^      ,  ',     .  ^  <     .   ^      1    .J    M      .f 

"  Thfere  ar^  few,  fbelieVe,   nrhaatc  sofer  hardened 
as  to  be  bpeiily  arid  avowddffjr  ebertii^^  td  the  crbs^ 
of  Christ,  and  to  discdiita^e  the  advaWcfemetir  of 
religion  in  others ;— but,  ate  tf6iie  of  ybii  opjiosiiig^ 
its  entrance  into  your  own  heatts  ?    Are  you   hoi 
striving,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power  to  resist  tWft 
Holy  Ghost,   and  stifle  convictions ,•   to '  kHl  TtmS 
and  Conscience,  as  if  they  Were   your   enenifed? 
and  do  you  not  hate  and  avoid  those  who  would  in- 
terrupt you  in  the  pursuit  of  vanity  and  desfrutji 
tion  ?   It  is  unwise,   it  is  unsafe,  it  is  to  the  iokt 
degree  hazardous   and  fatal ;  it  is  making  light  of 
matters  which  are  confessedly  of  the  highest  mo^- 
inent  and  importance;   it  is  grieving  that  blesl^ed 
Spirit,  whose  friendly  operations  and  assistances  yoti 
must  one  day  implore  and  obtain,  or  be  unV^g^he- 
rate  and  undone  for  ever ;  it  is  trifling  with,  and  af^ 
fronting   Him,    whose  smile  or  frown  constitutes 
and  determines  your  eternal  state;    it  is  counter- 
acting the  uncontroulable  Sovereign  of  the  universe, 
and  daring,   with   your  feeble,    slender,    moth-like 
arm,   to  grapple  with    Omnipotence.      The   very 
thought  is  almost  blasphemy  :  wherefbre,  '^*  Kiss  thl^ 
Son,   lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from  ihe  way,^ 
when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little.'^     To  whicW 
I  will  only  add  the  prudent,  seasonable;    heavfen- 
directed  advice  of  Gamaliel  to  the  Jews,  When  thdy 
were  thirsting  for  the  blood  iDf  the  apo^les :   **  Re-'' 
frain  from  these  men,  and  Ifet  them  al6ne;   ftir'if 
this  counsel  or  this  work  be  of  men, '  it  'will   coftati 
fo nought;  but  If  it  be  of  God,  yie  cannot  oter*^* 
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thrQw  it,    lest  haply  ye  be  found  eveix  ta  £ght. 
against  God/^  (Acts  v»  38«) 
.  2^  Wie  .hiave  great  reason  to  be  humbled  before 
Godf  tb^  we  have  oo.more  zeal  in  bis  cause; — 

Tbat»  liJkje  Martha^  we  are  so  ^\  cardial  and  trou- 
bled about  maqy  things,  as  to  have  no  time  to  aU 
(end  to  what  Jesus  is-  saying  and  doipg  ; — that  the 
decay  of  piety  in  aome  places  should  no  more 
grieie  us ;  :that  the  revival  of  it  in  others  should  op 
more  delight  us; — and  especially,  that  we,  who 
call.Qursi^lves  disciples,  and  are  bound,  by  obljg^a* 
tipQS  the  most,  solemn  that  can  be,  to  stand  by  him 
at  ail.  events.: — ^I  say,  t;hat  our  watchfulness  and 
courage  should  fail,  when  there  is  the  greates,^ 
call  for  both ;  that, .  like  his  disciples  of  old,  we 
should  be  sleeping,  when  our  Master  is  in  an  ago- 
ny; and  in  his  greatest  extremity  should  forsake 
him  and  flee: — These,  things  ill  become  our  ,cha« 
racters  and  circumstances,  and  loudly  call  for  tears 
and.reform^ation.    I  add,  therefore,  .     . 

S.  Let  us  all  seriously  consider  what  we  can  do 
for  the  support  and  advancement  of  this  glorious 
cause. 

When  the  temple  was  bqilt,  all  sort^  of  persons, 
throughout  the  whole  congregation  of  Israel,  con- 
tributed towards  it:  some  in  one  shape,  some  in  an?  ^ 
other:  each  one  according  to  his  capacity.  Some 
brought  gold  and  si^^er ;  others,  brass  and  wood^- 
all  brought  sonttthing^  and  the  widow's  mite  was 
not  overlooked.  So,  again^^  when  the  wall  of  Je- 
rusalem was  rebuilt,  the  propbet  Nehemiah  informs 
us  of  one,  and  another,  that  he, repaired  over-against 
bis  own  bouse  ;  and  of  one,  that  he  repaired  against 
his  chamber.    So  should  we  at  this  time,  when  God 
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seems  to  ^iVe*  us  smn^  'pteuiog'  hopes » that  fkteiM 
ahoat  to  heal  ourbreaches,  add'build  ufK  itliei  >WB9t|^ 
places  of  his'Kion  :  e^cffy  one  should  pr6im4e  ill- in 
the  cht^mcter  and-^ituation  in  which  Provideofce  has 
placed  him  :  ^magistrates  and  misisteiS)  focento  u^ 
masters,  may  repair  over-agaiost  their. faouMs;  nmd 
those  who  \m^  not  the  goverikmenti  qf  famUics^ 
should'  repair  ordr-agaiost  t4idir  chambers,!  at»d 
**  coYistder  one  another,  to  provoke  unto  'love  and 
good  works/' — So  diligent  were  they,  that  th^ 
wrought  from  break  of  day  till  the  stars  appeared^ 
and  did  not  then  put  off  theirelothes;  and  so  oon- 
tinualiy  upon  their  guard,  that  with  one  hand  they 
wrought  in  the  work,  and  with  the  other  held  a 
weapon.  Like  them,  we  see  ourselves  beset  on  all 
sides  with  innumerable  evils,  with  temptations,  and 
with  enemies  who  will  strive  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power  to  seduce  or  crush  us.  But  let  us  remem- 
ber—O  let  us  never  forget!  that  the  cause  we 
are  engaged  in  is  the  cause  of  God.  Let  us  keep 
close  to  the  great  Captain  of  our  salvation,  and  we 
heed  not  be  afraid  of  ten  thousand  of  our  foes;  for 
•'  there  is  more  with  us  than  with  them :"  with  them 
is  an  arm  of  flesh,  but  with  us  is  the  Lord  our  God 
to  help  us.— ^"  Wherefore,  gird  up  the  loins  of  your 
minds:"  **  watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  the  feith,  quit  ye 
like  men,  be  strong;*'  and,  **bya  patient  con ti^ 
tiuance  in  well-doing,  seek  fo*  ^ry,  honour  and  im- 
mortality;" and  3^ou  shall ^.tjsu redly  find  them— — 
not  in  this  world  :  for  it  is  a  den  of  thieves,  a  vale 
of  tears,  a  mere  wilderness  of  woe ;  but  in  the 
world  to  come  ;— that  region  of  tranquillity  ;  that 
kingdom  of  love,  joy,  and  peace ;  where  "  the  na- 
tions shall  learn  war  no  more;"   where  ^*  swords 
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shail  be  beaten.  lAto  pkrugh-^bares^  and  sp^rs  into 
pruninfi  books ;''  wbere  the  prince  of,  this  world 
hath  nothing  itiore'lo  do ;  vi^h^re  ''  the  ransomed  of 
file  Lord  stiiW  return,  aed  come  to  2ion  with 
siofiga^  and  everlaating  joys  upon  their  beads:'' 
"where  we'shali  be-ali  on  one  side,  and  our  only 
^cofitestion  be^  who  sball.nng  loudest  the  praises  of 
the  Lamb,  through,  ^bose  blood  we  overcame ;  and 
the  triumphs  of  that  wonder-working  grace  which 
brought nis  thither,  and,  from  very  beggars,  hath 
raised  us  to  be.  "  kings,  a^d  priests,  and  con- 
querors/- 


»     » 


{^    *VS6^^\^)     .  ,\\  ,U  .    \         U 


'  J    ''       ••  ,   '    '    •■i«f     ♦!-'<.•     ..'-.        rn'/    .<    Ill     I  »     • 

...... ,r    .         SflRMQJ^f  ;Pr.    ,,    „.„„nu   . 

DELIVERANCE   TO   THE    CAPTIVES. 

LuK£  in  18.      '^  •  .  ,  .. i 

To  prsach  deliverance, to  the  c(^tfve$, 

Methtnks  I  see  your  countenances  bngfaten 
at  the  very  mention  of 'these  words.  '  Deliverance! 
Let  the  preacher  of  it  be  who  he  will,  his  message 
will  make  him  welcome/  We  cannot  hear  these 
words  from  the  mouth  of  a  common  messenger, 
but  our  hearts  leap  for  joy  ;  but  when  we  consider 
that  this  was  the  text  which  Jesus  himself  chose  to 
preach  from,  we  read  it  over  and  over  with  in- 
creasing admiration  and  pleasure. 

The  whole  passage  is  worth  notice,  from  the  16th 
to  the  22d  verse:  •*  Arid  he  came  to  Nazareth, 
where  he  had  been  brought  up  :  and,  as  his'  cus- 
tom was,  he  went  into  the  synagogue  on  the  ^ab- 
bath-day,  and  stood  up  for  to  read,*'  &C.' 

What  a  glorious  Sabbath  was  that!  Happy  the 
synagogue  into  which  Jesus  entered !  happy  the 
people  who  sat  under  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  who 
spake  so  **  as  never  roao  spake  !**  Could  we  have 
been  present  to  have  heard  how  he  enlarged  on 
this  delightful  subject;— could  we  have  seen  how 
they  Hung  upon  his  lips,  and  how  they  wondered 
and  rejoiced  at  the  gracious  words  which  proceeded 
out  of  bis  mouth; — could  we  have  seen  how  the 
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p€K>r  forgot  their  poverty,  and  thought  themselves 
rich  in  having  the  gospel  preached  to  them;  hbw 
the  broken-hearted^OT[iifeA,*^W4ieh'the  compassionate 
Jesus  looked  that  way;  how  the  fetters  fell  off, 
when  the  great  Captain  of  ^salvation  proclaimed 
"  Deliverance  to  the, oafttives.;''  how  joy  appeared 
ia  every  countenance;  when  Jesus  opened  the 
book  ;  and  "Satan  fell  Kkeriightning  from  heaven/' 
before  his  all- commanding  voice:— ^I  say,  had  we 
been  present  then,'  we  sfhould  have  seen  that  the 
"  iRprd  of  God  was  quick,  and  powerful,"  when 
theSpiritof  the  I^ord  was  upon  the  preacher  of  it. 
O  thoq,  who  didst  anoiqt  Jesus  to  preach  the 
Cjo^el  to  the  poor,  favour  with  thy  divine  influ-' 
ence3  one  of  the  most  unworthy  of  his  messengers : 
Ifipblehim  rightly  to  divide  this^word  of  truth,  and 
gvve  toevejry man  his  portion  in  due  season:  that 
the  Wind  may  see,  the  lame  walk,  the  deaf  hear, 
the  sorrowful  rejoice ;  and  that  we  may  be  all  turned 
fro^i  darl;  ness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 

u^to  Co^. 

I,  Tsj^all  endeavour  to  illustrate  the  captivity  we 

are  under :    and 

II.  State  the  deliverance  whiqh  Christ  has  wrought 

out  fpr^us.t  I     •      f  . 

Wefarp, 

J.  To  ilh^strate  the  captivity  we  are  under. 

I  say  i7(«tfjfra/e,  for  sure  it  cannot  be  necessary 
for  roe  to  stay  to  prove,  thai  we  ^re  ,al}  by  nature 
bondsmen  and  slaves.  Some  who  prid^e  themselves 
i{i  thfeir  imaginary  freedom^  and  think  liberty  Jo . 
consist  in  breaking  through  all  the  restraints  qi 
reason  and  religion,  may  perhaps  ^esent  the  inipu-. 
tation.     *.\Yhat!'  say  they V^  are  we  slaves  atso?; 
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Is  it  not  evident  to  all  the  world,  thal!\ve'  Ao  as  we 
pleaise?  l>o  Pre  not  walk  after  "  tihe  ways  Of  our 
own  hearts/'  and  **  the  feight  of  bor  own  eyes  ;** 
and  who  dar6  say  onto  iiB,  Wh^t  dost  iho'u  ?* — true 
indeed,  lio  laws  hdtnan  or  <livin^  can  restrain  your 
bnbridled  passions;  no  considerations  of  honour, 
prudence,  gratitude,  duty,  or  interest,  have  arty 
influence  on  your  unthinking  minds:  and  what 
then  ?  are  ye  for  that  reason  free  ?  Assert  your  free- 
doni^  and  for  one  day  act,  and  be^  the  Chi^istian. 
Come,  ye  boasted  libertines^  who  glory  in  the  ioia- 
gination  that  ye  can  do  as  ye  please;  show  your 
freedom,  by  doing  what  reason,  and  religion,  and 
conscience  say  you  ought  to  do, — "  love  the  Lord 
your  God  with  all  your  heart,  and  all  your  soul, 
and  all  your  mind,  and  all  your  strength  ;"  "  walk 
in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  the 
Lord  blameless:''  let  not  a  vain  thought,  nor  an 
idle  word,  escape  you  ;  *•  deny  all  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts,  and  live  soberly,  righteously,  and 
godly;'*  "  put  awaya/Zfilthiness,  both  of  flesh  and 
spirit,  and  perfect  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God.** — 
Ah,  sinner  !  thou  mayest  as  well  reach  the  stars 
with  thy  fingers,  as  be  a  'Christian  for  an  hour  ; 
thou  mayest  as  well  put  out  the  sun  with  thy  breath, 
as  exert  the  least  single  act  in  the  spiritual  and  di« 
vine  life: — as  will  appear  by  considering  some  par- 
ticulars in  which  the  condition  of  sinners  resembles 
that  of  captives  and  prisoners. 

1 .  They  are  under  arrest. 

The  man  who  has  forfeited  his  liberty  and  life  to 
the  state^  is  pursued,  seized,  tried,  convicted,  con- 
demned, and  expects  and  dreaJs  the" awful  hour  of 
execution.     In  like  manner,  the  sinner,  bom  an 


^Qemyto  God,  jkpd  hayipg  by  iivtiumer^l^  vioU^ 
tions.of  the.^iviiiie  law  jfort?ite4  bis  d^iiiato  happj* 
ness  and.^xiajteqc^y  l;iecpin^:,Bn  oatqast  a^dftlien: 
the  law  deoouucefi  the  .most  tre0(>endau9   threaten- 
ings:  deep  in iirrears  to  Divine  Justice,  he  is  cast 
into  prison :    Conscience,   God's   vicegerent,  hath 
condeoined   him  already;     and  there  remains  no- 
thing to  htin,  but    *^  a  certain  fearful  lookin|;-for  of 
wrath»''   For  who. can  deliver  his  brother  or  him- 
self, or  give  to  God  a  ransom  for  either  !   Who  dare 
say  to  .the  Almighty,  "  Have  patience   with    me, 
and  I  will  pay  thee  all?"  Who  presumes  to  think 
that  future  obedience  is  a  sufficient  cooipensation 
for  past  rebelUoo  ;   oris  vain  enough  to  imagine  that 
it  is  in  the  power  of  fallen,  sinful  man,  to  ^'  mag- 
nify the  law  and  make  it   honourable  ?" — And,  oh 
the  dreadful  anxiety  of  the  sinner'a  heart,  when  he 
first  perceives  bis  guilt  and  danger  !  The  "  arrows  of 
the  Aimighty  stick  fast  in  him,  the  poison  whereof 
driuketh  up  his  very  spirit/'     The  afflictions  of  Itfe 
have  an  additional  bitterness;    the  enjoyments  of 
life  have  lost    their  relish :    a  smiling   providence 
mocks  his  woe ;   a  frowning  providence  heightens 
his  despair.    He  starts  at  the  shaking  of  a  leaf,  as 
if  every  noise  were  a  summons  to  judgment*     He 
is  afraid  to  eat,  lest  his  meat  should  choke  him  :  and 
IS  afraid  to  sleep,   lest  he  should  awake  in  helL  He 
dreads  to  be  alone,  and  trembles  at  the  shadow  of  his 
own  thought.     He  hurries  from  place  tb^place;     but 
conscience,  sin,  and  death,  mee,t  him  pverjft-where. 
He  dislikes  bis  old  companions  in  sin,  an^i^yftt^in- 
wardly  envies  them  their  thoughtless  gaie^y^;     ^e 
looks  round  and  round,  on  this  side  and  oa  that} 
he  looks  forward  and  backward:  hetlooks  ifward 
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and  thither  he  h  bfr^id'tf^  kxrtc,  thotigh^'^t  bn^tlM 
dnirqa&ttief  frofili'wtebie^  stl¥fliion  eoiiii^  ' 't' 

Who  <^ai»  td V  Wh6i  Biltnfaorsd  trbo  baT«  felt  iti 
ean  c^ncreivt^;  *  ta>w  welcome  deliverance  is  to  siKh 
wr€ffchediet))>tVv«s*M«'A^6ut,  '      **'       i    i*  ' 

S.  They  we  in  darktoess.  "    i  ■••      ^  '» 

Prisons  are  dark  arid  gtoomy  placea;    *flAd*tbCf 
hole  where  condemned  malefactors  lie,*  Is.genemlty 
the  darkest  part  of  the  dungeon;  where  no 'cheer-« 
ing  beam  of  light  ever  enters,  nnless  it  be  now*  stntt 
then  the  glimmering   taper,  which   only,  serves  to 
heighten  the  gloom,  by  discovering  those  ftfghtful 
objects  which  absolute  darkness   had   before^ -  c<in- 
ceaJed— *An  affecting  emblem  of  a  sifin^r's  siiod, 
which  has  never    been  enlightened  nor    saaetif)e«l 
by  divine  grace  !    **  Ye  were   darkness  I"*'  sarys   the^ 
Apostle,  Ivriting  to,  the  Ephesians    (v.  8):   and!/ 
speaking  of  the  Gentiles,  be  says,  they  had  their 
^^understanding  darkened''   (Eph.  iv.  18):    or,  in 
the  still  more  emphatical  language  of  prophecy ; 
'^  Judgment  is  far   from  us,    neither  doth  justicff 
overtake  us:  we  wait  for  light,  hut  behold  obecu-f 
rity  I     for  brightness,   but  .we  walk  in    darkness. 
We  grope  for  the  wall,  like  the   blind  ;   and   we' 
grope  as  if  we  had  no  eyes ;  we  stumble  at  tdodn-^lay'' 
as  in  the  night/*  (Isai,  lix.  9.)     **  For  the  natural 
man  receWetk  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God;[ 
neither  can  he  know  them,  for  they  are 'spiritually 
discerned/'  (I  Cor.  ii.  140     He  n^iy,   indeed^  dis*^ 
course  of  tliem  ;   but  it  must  be  as  the  blrnd  man 
does  of  colours,  neither  of  them  knowing   '^what 
theyaay^  nor  whereof  they  affn*m  ;   and  therefons 
'^  put  darkness  for  lights   and  light  for  darkness  v 
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)rittaV'fori9iiie£t/Md'a«Fe)^tfi>rbitter.V  .  A«d  .bappy 
would;  it  b^i  \i  this  were  confioed  to  l»tfaM;m}8»t  And 
those  barbarou$  nation«  wbott^tlie  t<^  Dfiy-efpruig 
ft^m  on  high"  never  visited  I  Happy! .  w^ulduit  'be, 
if  all,  to  whom  those  glad  tidiegs  are  brought,  tmA 
who  live  under  the  immediate  beama  of  th^  Sun  of 
Rig^hteousness,  did  *^  see  with,  tfaeiir  eyes,  and  hear 
with  their  ears,  and  understand  with  their  hearts, 
and  were  converted  and  healed/'  Would  to  God 
there  were  no  room  to  say  now,  as  well  as  when 
the  observation  was  first  made,  ^^  Men  love  dark« 
nes9  rather  than  light/' 

9.  They  itfo  bound  with  fetters. 

Prisoners,  especially  those  who  are  chained  with 
capital  crimes,  are  generally  loaded  with  irons, 
Aot'only  to  prevent  their  escape,  but  to  make  their 
confinement  more  burtbensome  and  painful  :«-^nd 
there  are  "  bonds  of  iniquity/' too,  in  which  every 
unconverted  sinner  is  held ;  and  fetters,  which 
chain  down  the  soul  to  the  vilest  servitude.  For 
•*  verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  Whosoever  com- 
mitteth  sin^  is  the  servant  of  sin/'  (John  viii.  S4,  & 
9  Pet.  ii.  19*)  While  they  promise  themedves 
'^  liberty,  they  themselves  are  the  servants  of  cor- 
ruption; for  of  whom  a  man  is  overcome,  of  the 
same  is  he  brought  into  bondage" — a  bondage  far 
worse  than  Egyptian,  and  from  which  nothing'  but 
the  ii^niediate  hand  of  God  cm  rescue  us.  O  ye 
sbwea  ito  sin,  ye  servants  of  divers  lusts  4tnd  pas* 
sioxis,  ye  vassals  of  the  prince  of  darkness  i  is  his 
yoke  easy,  and  are  his  burdens  light  ?  Are  not  his 
commands  grievous,  and  his  servioe  drudgery,  ^nd 
his  wages  death  ?  Ane  not  the  bonds  of  iniquity 
dipped  in  the  gall  ctf  bitterness  ?  Because  the  oeues 
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afeiMuptfi€»],  do  you  think  yoUffseWes  well  ?  Rif^ 
cause  your  fetters  ate  gilded^  do  you  mistake  tbna 
for  omameots,  and  ^^  glory  in  your  abame  ?" — The 
I^rd  pity  your  insensibility  and  folly !  for  if  yoQ 
did  but  see,  and  feel,  and  understand ;  instead  <rf* 
boasting  of  your  liberty,  your  only  ardent  cry  would 
be,  *'  O  wretc.hed  man  that  I  am !  wbo  shall 
deiiYer  ne  r 

4 4  They  are  exiles. 

Captives  are  not  only  prisoners,    but  exiles,-— 
banished  lar  from  their  native  country;    torn  from 
all  their  former  acquaintance,    friends,   and  rela«- 
ttons ;  ai\d  carried  into   a  strange  land — perhaps   a* 
land  not  inhabited,  a  mere  wilderness,  a  desert,^-^*' 
^o  be  companions  of  dragons,  and  exposed   to  the* 
continual   ravages  of  beasts  of  prey. — Alas!    that 
there  should  be  any  resemblance  between  this,  and 
man,   highly-favoured  and  heaven^born  man!   And'* 
yet  so  it  is.     Heaven  was  his  home,   God  was  his 
fiither,  angels  his  companions,  and  the  whole  world 
his  own;  but  *^  man  being  in  honour  abode  not:'' 
proud^  foolish,  disobedient,  rebellious  man,  threw 
off  the  silken  cords  of  his  Father's  love,  sold  hiorself 
lor  nought,  and  became  '^  carnal,  sensual,  devilish  !*^ 
*'  So  He  drove  out  the  man'* — drove  him  from  hie' 
presence,  drove   him  from  his  complaeential   kyv^e- 
and  favour;  fixed  a  guard  of  angels,   and  a  flaming' 
sword,   to  bar  up  the  passage  to  the  tree  of  life;» 
and  doomed  him  to  labour  among  briars  and  tbovM, 
and  with  the  sweat  of  his  brow  to  reap  the  effects 
q£  his  rashness  and  folly,  in   this  wretched  state  of 
distance  and  captivity. 

We  were  ail  bom   without  Christ;  ^^  aliens  from 
the  commonwaaith  of  Issael,''  and  ^^  strangers  from 


tln-covtMDt  of  pMniise;  havfogno  iidpe,  «mi 
wathiwit  God  in  the  wocM/'  Yea,  ''  afiir  ^fiT'-^^at 
Um  greater ^iatanpe  possible  irom*  God  and  happU 
oMBb  «  AIL  intescouree- between  u»  mid  the  ever*' 
blessed  God  entirsiy  drepped^-^fOii  owr  part  drpppedu 
OiTine  meditation/  prayer,  and  praise,  wholly  laid 
aaide;  and  not  only  disused,  •  but^distasteful :  we 
were  not  only  indifferent,  but  avecse.to  communion 
with  God :  we  liked  not  to  retaio  bim  in  our  know- 
ledge, but^  with  an  affected  and  insolent  strapge- 
hms^  darsd  to  say  tq  the  almighty  Jehovah^  the 
G^who  spake  us  into  betogi  and  gives  us  daily 
lireaith*  aw)  ^  bread,  *^  Depart  from  us,  for  we  desire 
not. the  knowledge  of. thy  ways/'-— Could  devils  go 
faithep? 
6,  They  are  in  want# 

Prisoners,  and  captives  are  exposed  to  the  great* 
est  hardships  and  severities:  hunger,  nakedness^ 
and  cold,  press  hard  upon  them ;  and  even  bpead 
and.watw  are  dealt  out  in  scanty  portions* — Equally 
destitute  are.  the  prisoners  of  Satan :  in  want,  not 
of.  wealth,  and  honour,  and  pleasure,  and  all  the 
gaudy  vanities  which  earth  can  beap  upon  them — 
of  these,  perhaps,  they  have  enough ;  and  by  these 
they  are  so  intoxicated  as  to  thi^k  themselves"  rich, 
and  increased  in  goods,  and  to  have  need  of  no«> 
thing/'  while,  alas  I  they  want  the  ^^  Bread  of 
life''  and  the  '^  waters  of.  salvation  ;*  thsy  want  the 
favour  of  God^  the  Love  of  Christ,  the  joys  of  the 
Holy  Ghost^  the  testimony  of  conscience,  iand  every 
thii^  that  locAs  like  peace,^  and  comfort^  and  satis« 
faction. 

What.  a.  melancholy  scene  does  this  connected 
view  of  the  misery  of  inankind  preient  us  with  1 
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I'he  world,  upon  this  survey  of  it,  appetts  notfafng 
better  than  a  krge  and  gloomy  prison,  in  which 
lie  millions  of  distracted  criminals,  and  rebels  agtittst 
theif  Creator,  undfer  sentence  of  Mndemnatiovi, 
whom  Death,  one  by  one,  is  privately  execu«kifr>- 
1  say  distracted;  for  what  better  is  it,  to  ^*  sew  the 
\vind  ;•*  to  hunt  *«  shadows ;"  to  "  hew  ovtt  bnrieen 
Cisterns  ;*"  to  "  stoptheh*  ears,'*  against  the  ToiifSte^of 
Veason,  the  Voice  <if  conscience,  the  voice-  of  God- 
to  ehaHenge  the  Almighty,  ahd  **  run  ufiaBrAe 
thick  bosses  of  his  bucHer  ;"  to  *^  crucify  .*e 
Lord  of  glory  afresh  f  to  •*  resist**  and  «^  gtiiSve* 
«  the  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ohoat^;''  :to 
liate  their  best  friends;*  to  neglect  salvation;  to 
court  destruction  ;  to  hug  their  chains,  and  **  glar^ 
in  their  shame  ?"  These,  and  a  thousand  other  in- 
'rffances  of  madness,  are  daily  visible ;  for  which 
the  wrath  of  God  conieth  down  on  such  children 
of  disobedience: 

Whose  eye  does  not  affect  his  heart,  at  the  view 
of  this  scene  of  wretchedness!  But  when,  from 
surveying  the  world  in  general,  1  call  in  my 
thoughts,  and  take  a  particular  view  of  this  con- 
gregation, this  world  in  miniature ;  ahd  see  those', 
for  whose  welfare  1  am\  more  tenderly  concenawl, 
lying  in  wickedness,  i^ratogers  to  God,  captivcsof 
Satan,  heirs  of  wrath,  vessels  fitted  for  destruction ; 
duty  and  affection  engage  me  to  attempt  yonr  ifle- 
liverance.  I  would  fain  be  excused  frbm  speaking 
harshly:  I  am  unwilling  even  to  mention  the-  real 
Banger  of  your  state  and  circumstances;  I  ahnost 
tremble,  in  this  connection,  to  repeat  those  awful 
passages,  **  God  is  angry  with  the,  wicked  every 
day  :•'  ^^  he  hateth  all  the  workers  of  iniquity;''; 
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^^TeBgimofi  IS  mine;  I  mtiU  r^pay  ff,  saitb  tfaie 
jLoidj^f  *^  he  will. by  no  means  clear  th^  guillyt;^' 
^^on  the  wickedLhe  will  mia  a  aoaM^  fee^  and  brin^ 
alODe^  an  horrible  tempest  ;'^  for  who  knows  the 
fmver  6£  his  an|per?'^^v^and  tbtf  less  ure  know.^  the 
more  reason  vm  hare  to  dread  it.  -To  think  how 
aMtysartons  warnings,  and  entvealiiesy  and  heart- 
affintiag  *  alloremCTts,  you  ba|ve  wiAhstood;  and 
what  tfeasunaa  of  unknown  wrath  you  have  thereby 
iioM.he^mg  np  :f»--to  see  you  eating  and  drinking, 
koying  and  selling,  tatkywiof  your  asyeral  efl»- 
ploynenta  and  diveivioas,  and  all  iiMkr  the  wtath 
4of  <|}ad; :  ani)  with  his  eofse  coireringyou  as^a  gay* 
mait,  and  miDgltng  with  all  ybor » business  and  all 
^ur  comfort;  and  to  rsAecl,  that  you  are  all  th& 
whil^ofi  the  brink  of  etemyty,  and,  for  augfat  yon 
know,,  with  not  a  step,  no*  a  faiind's4Nreadth,  not  a 
hair^a^breadtbv  batweeta  3/(on'aad  desWh^  between  yon 
and  danmation  ;-^n(it  to  know,  but,  bafore  you  sleep 
*a»n%iitj  before  you  leave  Uiis  faoi^se,  before  the 
arordaaae  wdl  out  of  my  mouth,  the  outstretched 
ana  of  Justioe  may  seize  yoff,  ttid  the  *^  Judg^ 
deliver  you  to  thoolHeer,  and  the  officer  cast  yon 
fttto  the  bottomless  pit  */^  and  <lie  ali^owerful  and 
wicllanging'  Jehovah  sweat  jn  his  wrath  that 
yott  shaH  n^vet ,  never  depart  thence!— —Who 
CMS  endure  (he  'hbrvor  of  such  considetation[9  as 
these  ?  And  yet  to  this  are  we  all  liable^  without 
tiK  gmciotfis  provision  of  the-  Gfosp^.  But,  behold,* 
I  bring  you  this  day  «*  glad  tidings  ^  great  jo^, 
whieh  shall  be  to  ^aH  poeple^  fcir  to  you  is  bora  u 
Saviour  {'*  to  you  is  %ent  a  Deliveref;  and'^hte 
duame  ehaU  be  catted  Jdsus,  -for  he  shell  save  his 

people  ftom  tfaeir  eins/'    ^^  The  %fMi  6f  tke  Lord 
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i»  ifpon  me"  (and  yoa  will  reoaember  wfao  it  tatkat 
says  this),  ^^  becaase  be  batlK  aoointed  ma  to  preacit 
deliyerance  to  tbe  cuiptives/' 

We  proceed  tben  *  > 

IL  To  inquire  into  the  deliveranoe  wkidk  Cfadst 
has  wrought  oat  forus,  andofiers  to  ua«  x 

'  What  is  this  deUverance>?  Wherein  does  it' oan^ 
sist  ? . .  In  what  respects  ar e .  C  hristians  ^  ^  nnomted 
with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  their  feUows  ?''  Does 
,thei  r  fig-tree  always  blossom  ?  Is  their  fruit  alw^^ 
on  thm  vine  ?  Does  tbe  labour  of  their  oliye  nevw 
fail  ?  Is  thdr  house  always  so  with  rGod  aa  tb^ 
would  have  it^  Does  faealthand  vigour,  alwniyn 
flouri^  in  their  countenances?  Are  they  areinpted 
from  the  infirmities,  of  old  ag^  and  tbe  stroke  of 
death  ?  Do  they  kqow  no  chmges  ?  Are  .ib^inot 
in  trouble  like  other  men  ?  or,  mtber^nre  tbi^^^iMta 
mark  for  other  men  to  shoot  at  ?  Do  nM  tnomaer* 
abls  evils  compaaa  them  about.?  .  Is.it  .not.«sakl»  and 
do  we  not  daily  see,  that ''  ma^y  ero^i  tb^i  fittiffttontf 
of  the  righteous  V*  Axe  no|  J^b's  tQialfu  rf^ieated  in 
the  experience  of  many  oC  God's. 0M9t  ^9Wnefit.«r« 
vants  ?^-r-iio  sponer  ba|h  .ppe,  iQ|esa«»0er.,d«ltY^»»d 
Uis  dmpwd  t^le,  than  another  couKit.;  afidAeusfttt/Of^ 
ceedqd  kf  apo]th€{[;,  andanother^  and  aii<)jbb9ib  <  tiM 
Death  takes  pity  and  closes^tbe gl»Qm)fifei{iin^  .  AfN> 
th^  dfXmt^  ^m  in  wa^f)  i^^wptatiouf  and  «iissute^ 
Ia>nbfiir  wyl.nenff  past  dp^^iait^  4ii»qtti^^iWitibi» 
Ibami  .  Di9es  §fiM^  mv^i.  vfi^^%h9mi  »^.  tb«jrs 

qwt«-  bwyoiid  tl^e  vgofph  of  Jiift  iery  dartt?  GaA, 
t^ynpiWt^Utp  to  bef)ir/sn,,  ^^  l\it^  mx^.  oiMik^ 
a»d  iftye*,  and-  holy  :ioy» .  wbeA^vac  ^they .  p&Ms^ 
wjtjliQift;  any  interr^uptipn  or  ;r«straint  ?-^Wb«Mt^. 

^Nftt  JbQ«a  m9Dn)ful  pomplaiqts?,,  'S  li«nr:*lpiM> 
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ffaon  Mde  thy  face  !^  *<  Make  haste  to  help  me/ 

0  LorUi  tnake  no  tanying,  O  my  God."  Uthia 
the  language  of  persona  delivered  out  of  all  their 
•rouble?  Is  this  the  mighty  privilege  of  being  a- 
Christian)  to  be  in  deeper  distress  than  ever  ?    Is 

all  the  advantage  of  being  brought  out  of  dark** 
into  Ii^9  to  discern  more  clearly  our  wretch- 
^neas,  and  to  perish  with  our  eyes  open  ?-— Tell 
Us,  O  ye  ambassadors  of  God,  for  we  are  eager  to 
know,  What  is  Ae  ^liverance  which  Christ  preached 
to  the  captives  ?  We  are  captives  ourselves, .  and 
kmg  to  be  delivered ;  ^^ev^i  we  ourselves  groaa 
within  ourselves,  waiting  for  the  adaption,  to  wit»' 
tte  Mdeoqrtion  of  our  bodies'*  ftom  death,  and  our 
Sottlrfrom  hell ;  and  *^  are  all  here  present  before 
God  this  day,  to  btar  whatever  things  shall  be 
ootMnanded  thee  of  God.  '* 

Now,  I  shall  endeavour  to  illustrate  our  deliver- 
ance by  Christ,  in  the  same  particulars  by  which 

1  set  forth  ouir  captivity  by  Satan. 

I.  He  delivers  us  from  confinement. 

Yea  may  remember  we  observed,  that  Man  inf 
kis  natuhil  state  was  under  arrest,  a  prisoner  to 
divine  Justice ;  the  law,  consdence,  and  death,  all 
puttiag  in  liieir  several  claims.,  and  rigorously  insist- 
ing  on.  immediate  and  full  satisfaction ;  and 
wortUessy  helpless,  hopeless  man,  having  nothing 
to  expect  but  wrath  and  fiery  indignation ;  when 
the  all-^ecmAiseending  Jesus  came  and  preached 
ddiveraiee'  ttf  him; — Recollect  it,  O  my  soul! 
caoiit'  thou^  etm  ferget  it  ?  Are*  not*  all  the  particulars* 
of  that  suri^rising  event  still  strong  in  thy  remem- 
bnoce  ?  Howy  unsolicited,  unexpected,  unthought 
cSf  he  burst   open  thy  prison^oors,'  and  singled 
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thee  odt  from  uiKoiig  the  imik)tttde»  thoif  knowM 

not  why{    ftnd    smiUd  upon  thee,  and  enlbraeed 

tbeet    kttd  then,   turning  to   thy   higbtyi-iDecAised 

Judge,  said,  with  a  voie^  bf  miogfed  odajesty  anA 

miercy,  ^*  If  he  hath  wronged  tbee^  or  oweth  thIM 

^Mght,  put  it  to  my  Account :  I,  Jesus,  haw  Writ  i« 

with  my  own  haild,  wA  seried  it  with  my  aw»* 

blood :  I  will  repay;"     How  hb  then  pr6eoeded  fx^ 

hlot  out  the  hand-wriling  of  ordinandiss^  and  cfcncd' 

Uli  the  numerous  bonds  that  wei^  io  fdree  ageinit 

Chee.     How  ha  bushed  the  thui^deflngs  ^  the  htWi 

by' saying,  ^'  Lo^  Loome  to  do' thy  WiD,  O  Qtd.    i' 

will  fulfil  all  righteousness;  I  will  magnify  tbft  Itfwv 

and  make  it  honourable/'    How  he  n^xt  quiMstf 

the  clamours  of  thy  raging  conscience,  iiad  ^k^taad 

wine  and  oil  into    its  bleeding^  wdundi ;    isddy  'bf 

shedding  his  own  blood,  (ifeyentad  the  effusimi  af 

thine.      Death  was  the  last  enemy  that  kept  ibi 

botd^  and  still  strongly  insisted  that,  purtiiant  to  M 

ancient  sentence, ''  the  Soul  that  sinned  should  iMe^^ 

but  Death  also  was  Silenced  and  destiroyied,  vfh^tt 

thy    all-victoridus    DaIiY«rer  turned  himself,    6id 

said,  '<  O,  Deaths  I  will  be  thy  plagM :  SifiM  it»il 

Expedient  that  some  otie  must  Oie,  r#ill  Ittf  4iowa 

my  life  for  these  sheep ;  I  Will  disarm^^e  if  tltff 

ftting,  and  I  will  abridge  thee  of  thy  power:!  wM 

cut  short  thy  retgn ;- 1  will  destroy  Death,  Md  >fcllfli 

that  hath  the  powiir  of  death,  that  is,  the  DeKrHcf 

And  then,  all  thinB  accusers  gt>ittg out^ Offeby^  <A4i 

Ahdiesus  b^lngieflf  alone,  and' thy  self,  itk«'4*  elMk 

<t^onviisted  crfniinal,  iBtandirig"  itt  tb<  M}dbt>  teHMHs 

ber,  O  Iny  soul,   htfw'  he  lbok«d  tip',   Md^^fkidl^ 

.y^Wliereare*tWiib^aecUsets?'*i  Mdwb**  nwnr  •!** 

t>6iured,  ^id^ "  Ddth  lio  man  eondcntafii  Ueii  ?  ^^tfeir 
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d^l  coBdettB  thee :  thy  iixA  bo  foifiTeb  thee^;  go 

O.Ciuistianft,  have  you  ever  felt  traosport  equal 
to  what  you  felt»  when  you  left  yoUr  pritoDi  and 
iMowed  bira  to  the  Temiile»  ^^waUuQg^  and  leftp- 
Mg^  and  iiraieiiig  God  }"  .  You  have;  not  forgotten* 
tbM :.  your  aa«KiiE6  will  not  let  yon  fergist  it :  Satan, 
the  aceuaec  of  the  brethren,  is.  perpetually  suing^ 
Qus  cancelled  bond  upon  you;  the  law.jii,  oonti'-: 
niiaKy  demand!  ng  aatisfaction  for  breaches  long  isiilca. 
lOfNiid^  not  by  you,  but  for  you;  opnscieucei 
(fats'  opea  wounds  that  were  long  sinoe  healed ;» 
i^kI  d^b  assumes  the  name  and  air  of  the  king: 
elteRorsr  so  tbat,  if  you  had  not  your  diachaiige 
tfeopradMse;  if  you  could  not  recur  to  that  evern 
flWOMri^vle  tt'Snsaction ;  if  yon  could  not  distinctly; 
mexMeot,^  and  witb  some  tolerable  'copfidence 
atti'mf  that-  at  such  a  time,  and  such  a  time^ 
jpSQ  bad socQe  undoubted. tokeas  of  the  Divine  *for-« 
gtveneas  and  lavour^  yon  would  new  be  free  frots^ 
tlMiimost  tormentii^  fear.. 

h^ovit  to^be  delivered  from,  those  awful  cbafgeii(' 
iad  tbitttteniog* ;  fon^eem  Ju^gasm^ilei  and  to 
%9Ut  C<Hi90feace  bear  ^witness  in  our  favour ;  to  be 
Ibie  'to  look  ;ouriworst  enemy  in  tb^*  face,  un^ 
dtant^djaiMito  ^^give  every  one  tbi^t  aiM^i^th  us,  a* 
«M#ott  of  tbs  hope  that  is  in.  u| ;''  to  w:alk  through 
this  wilderness  of  life,  4nd  the  valley  of  de^th,  anc) 
*f^liaar  00  evil  i"  is  not  this  to  be  frei^ii^deed  ?  .  Do^ 
M^  this  deserve  thfsnaqiq, of  deliverance? — I  pre^ 
wnm}  Chriatians,  tbere  ate .  fiiw  days  in  vi^hich  )^oii 
k^:\w»t^  pfirc^ve  its  iii^limah)^  value;; .  an4  tbAt 
^Mse  MfWM^  of  tiemptations  9fid  distress  frequ^ly 
iMur^  ia  whkb  you,  would  npt  jRsr .  all  the  WQtld 


have  'ha4  ^^^  P'B^f'S)^  -"^^^  T^t  *  QU-^ywr^  Qibles,; 
'*  fF%o  sAa//  laif  any  fhiug  tp  Jthe,  fJj^i^t,  of  G^d'a 
el^t  ?  it  is  God  fhat  jmtyie^\    (Rqiu.  v,iii^  33.) 

9.  From  dar|(04^*    ..  ,      ,    . 

A  prispOf  we  lobaectred,  isi  geoe/n^lly,^;, dark ^ ami 
gloomy  place;  and  .80  is  a.9^(i)ralta'aDV.pad«i^ 
atanding,  ti U  the  ^\  D^-iSpriog  froip.  mn  itif^"  ymt§^ 
him.  People  9re  ftaid ,  to  sit  in  .^\r  tbe  l;^Qpa^a^4 
ebadov  of  death/'  till  Hje,  who, i^  the  ^I4gii^  ai)^ 
lAh  of  men,  comes  amoag,  th^m,  .t^occv  ala<t^ 
CODveiisiou  is  represented  by  lus /^  calliog  ua.x^^^ 
of  darkness  into  his.  marviellous  light*''  y^od-  boif^ 
by  the  way,  we  may  take  notice  of  theit^finite  W4f|h 
dom  and  tenderness  of  the  Redeemer  in  acoonplu^ 
ing  our  deliverance;  th^the  does  it  .by.  4^g|F^^ 
giving  us  ^y  hese  aiittle,  and  ^beire,a.li|:ti^V^.,mi^^ 
^p  able  J;q  bear :  as  when  he  heal$d.(th^  lyi^l^^lll^ 
l^as  born  blind :  .hs|d  it  been  ,instf»fiti^epvf^^|b0 
irariejty  of  the  ob^iectSt  and  ihe..dwadipg^.,a{4lw4P9F 
^f  tho  sun,  would,  have  coofqundedb  ^^tfff^lnv 
jjegtroy^d^  this,newly-given.  light;  fw  ^vi^^ipjllhr^af^ 
^  qfve  ^was  mopia^iradnal  and  safe,.  tW^JiRij^jJip  ^ 
^^pfd,  his. eyes,  hfjiad  very,  ioiperfj^  ide$|9.j^;|^ 
9bji39te^^aroimd  him:  he, saw  '^  mm  aatf)9e» F^^^^Sra 
jSo  it.is  witb  ^^.; ."  tWheu  the  LoirdJMrn^e4.agfiiRi9^f 
^^vitfy,, ;i^ .^^Tg  like  ^h/gnv.thftt,r4ffi?n(>,on  W 
^e^^^tp^^b^borfl.  into,  a, new  Vflfldf  )ten  t^ofja^ 
things  presented  themselves,  before  us,  w.ith  ,i|^g|^ 
we  were  entirely  unacquainted^xir.Qf  wjl)i/(})^,^  .^ad 

im^^  r««W7  fW?f»if^  ^jp^few^ionf • ,  M ^m'^  M 

tjj^WfW  o^^igfifeousRW  bucOFefr  qjitTiftw*  ♦>a^%Hf# 
J^WfftvS5Bffi^^f4.^r  ^^  tbeceft?w  ?V%;*»»  Pfi?**!^ 
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oKjects  of  sense — and  left  us  with  this  general  de- 
claration, ^*  I  have  many  things  to  say  unto  you,- 
but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now."  Then,  when  he 
found  that  we  were  in  some  measure  dead  to  the 
wbrld,  and  of  an  humble,  teachable  disposition,  he 
^de  us  ^*  go  and  wash  in  the  Pool  of  Siloam :  w^ 
went,  and  washed,  and  came  seeing.*'  And,  oh  how 
were  we  startled  at  ourselves,  when  we  first  per^ 
^ved  our  natural  deformity,  guilt,  and  danger^ 
^en  our  eyes  were  opened,  and  we  knew  that  we 
^%Te'  -naked  \  How  we  looked,  and  wondered,  at 
4Hef  dreadful  precipice  on  the  brink  of  which  we  had 
'VeCn  '  dancing ;  and  looked  and  wondered,  again; 
l^bor  mirabulous  escape  !  With  what  rapture  did 
4i^%fst  gaze  on'the  glory  of  Ood,  as  it  shone''  ill 
^IfeHice^f  Jesus  Christ  r  How  did  all  the  glory 
^ihf¥  world  lessen  in  our  eyes,  till,  at  length,  we 
^looked,  and  lo,  it  was  not ;  yea^  we  sought  it,  but 
Hf^jfefWd  tiot  be  found;**  and  we  perceived  that  w6 
Viitf  199  thii  while  been  pursuing  shadows,  hewing 
WA^bl'c/ken  cisterns,  and  spending  oOr  money  and 
Mtf  Ikfatour  for  that  v^hich  neither  profiteth  nor 
lillifiASbfb.  '  The  beauty  of  holiness,  the  folly  of 
siAV  tlit6  ^6rih  of  ^he  socSrl,  the  value  of  salvation^ 
W6r^'aH'as^H}entas  thesiin  iX  noon-day  t  and  all 
^k  noi^  w'bhderedat,  was,  that  illl  Hie  w'brM'did  nolf 
y^lft^iV'lbo;  and 'that  ^  oursdveii'  did  iibt'  see  it 

*'-•*.  FK»ta idtir ftttfers.    '-  -  '   ■'■"'    '■  "'*  '  '"  '" 
*'*»1t  '«^W-furt!ier-  cfeseiVfetf  of ^h6  nafbr^!  'ifaa*;  1!tt^ 
^'teyih't^  galf  6f  {yitt^rnesk-'aiid  in  ^^^bbhtl*'  i^ 
^^tyi-lA  uliJohite'subJ^tiBt^'tb'Sbtati',  hbt'Ai". 

M  brdefs.:  ihk  ttlis  cbn«Ho<i  We<tay,  Vd^'Ct^ 
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cane  ;to4  pKeycbc^*^^  d€)lixrer«p{:e  to.  4:be  c»{^tivea7'.\ 
and  tbiea  tho^e  iron  fetters,    which  burtbeo^  ^lui 
galled  uBy    were  bo   n^ri^    tbaa   $a{»«Km'ii    f;or^ 
wjiieq  the  spirit  came  upo^  Ijiiin«    1^^ .  /ef  Ujtec)  <  ^^ 
devil»  apd.lte  fled  ftora  i)« :  we  cruci^ed  .thfl  >vpfl4j> : 
aad  the.  world,  was  dead  to  us,  aqd  .we*'Uqi^  tl^. 
w;arld:  we  denied  all   ungodliness;   and»  in  sh^rt|.  ^ 
esi^ped  out.  oftbe^  '^  snare   of  the   fowler ;"'   and. 
cai&e  off  '^jsore   than  conquerors,    through,  tiioi^- 
that  foyed  us." — What  a  happy  state. is  thi^  ! — 1%.. 
be  delivered  from  that  ypke,/^  which  neithec.  wie* 
Bor  our  fathers  were  able  to  bear ;''  and  t9  ibave.  iif)^ 
king  but  Jesua,,  whose  ^'  yoke  is  easy,  and  whow 
burthen  is  light \*    whose  ^^  service  is  perfect  frpe^ 
dom ;"  and  whose  wages,  or  rather  whose  ^^  gif(,  ,iS'i 
^eternal  life !''    What  a  particular  consolation ,w{»  it^ 
Cj^ristjaps^  when  we  w§re  ^rst  release^  j   and,  t||e 
d^^il  caiw  down  ia  great  wrgth»  becfu^^.  bcA^nfffi^. 
that  1^  had  but  a  little  time  to  reign, .  and  n9»d«^ 
asbd  atornied^  w  jf.he  wpuld  have  tqrn  us  fwm  ^4m- 
fr^  M  ^^hQvah  hiinaelf !     How  it  revived  md^ 
af|)fnate4  US|  and  intpfred  us  with. new  i|ig«^un  iMdr 
jgijr^tofind  it  written,  :^*  He  ehtll  bruise  Sa^ffa^midilf 
y^r   feet  sbortly  r    (^om.  xvi.   ao«)    Ndy*.  Mti^ 
eviieanow)  Chri^ti^ns,  in  our  daily  conflictSnvt^Uh; 
seniainjjig.  qo#Tuptions-^whicb,  though  their  powei^ 
is>ri)k4^i^  af§>y^  Cftntinu4Jly  tipubling  uS)\4m4/ 
makuAgaad  ifwoadaupon  our  purity  and  peaeeii  mA 
we  are^aljBos^.  neady  to  give  «p  all  ;for,ld9«,i  «o^ 
«!i#^«^;Mfa»  ¥>i  ^.htm.  usurperr-I  sayi^.eveii  «Mr: 

pn^setl-aqd  sinking  i spirits  to4i^r  hkioiflaf^  Mrfiifif 
9i^^pt,hwKti^fls»ip4on)aifer  you/'  '  (Epm;).vi».i4J> 
^lF«^lL«t|^A^W,lif%Wt«.^tt«;   i||e>mi»it  (be  iioknl)afr 


%ilh  Aredh  vigtmr:  nn^«rm^v(hlfh/wii'V%Hstt 
down,  and  in  tfny  partieukkr  in«tati^::#feroMie»'  wiA 
fttiU  maintain  our  coni^detido  aldtfadt  to  tiife  ^nd^ 
And  declare  it,  in  thofaoe  ^  dabgor  apdinthi 
iace  of  dtetb^  ^'  Rejcyice  not  orcr  tw^  O  miHe  toe^ 
i»y  !  tlKHigh  I  fall,  I  dhall  yet  rilie  again :  *  When  i 
•]«  in  tiarknees,  the  Loiii  aball  be  tny  IfghL^^^To  ha 
inttirely  free  from  doga  and  fettera,  is  the  aole-t^ree 
Motive  of  h^&yfeii.  Ab  long  at  we  creejS  uptn  thii 
iartb,  briara  and  l^oma  will  erery  now  arfd.ibett 
eatangle  and  f ex  us ;  but  when  we  once  get  abovO 
tlem,  Ifrhen  we.inounf  up  00  eagle's  ^tngs  ta^ihoM 
vte,  we  aball  '*^ vun^  and  not: be  weary;  we.ahidl 
wtlk^  and  not  faiiit  r  ibr  the  joy  of  the  Lord  shall 
be  our  atrengthi-  «    .   .  *  1 1/ 

^.'^Voohexile.    -     -  -  .    * 

•*|Jike^  >thfr  prodigal  aon,  we  are  earried  by  our 
iMfarldto  a'-ftu?  country;  at  auob  a  dieCante  from 
Gbd»^at  ^we  l^ere  becoitie  "  itrangera  and'  eneintM 
t^ittiiflfin'otfr  aaioda  by  'wiclaed  works  :*'  weiiad 
Ump  ittene  so  longv  that  home  was  bMonnr-diatt^ 
l^meUa  {.  and  wiMrn  the  blessed  God*  at  any  timi 
aiMliliiraaibaaaadora,'  or  condeseended  to  coMe^tiiitt^ 
Mt^^ti^tkdidb  any  t>wrtores'x>f  a  renonclKation,  wa 
igaotentlyii^eeted  tlie  propoaal,  and  said,  ^^  Di^plart 
ftoa-'^s^'for  we  desire  noir  the  know4edge'  of^tfi^r' 
dM^//«^What  a  miracle  of  merey  waiit^  that  we 
ykmt  notJeft  to  perishing  «his  tlKkaottaani  obstinately 
|lNifeiTM>iexile!  and,  ebpesiall|^i.  thai:  hi^  8h(ftiM' 
siwibisSoov/^  toseek'«#  aiidktf^uaj^  itttfC'Hir^, 

l^'the  d^bied  his  Stm  H^  ^*»'^Behotd'whaviiiamitt 
dCJdve  48<tlufc^  /whiob^lbA  Father  bMh  bestowed  upM 
tts^ilinit  i«e  should  vbe  tittsd  Miai^sMii^Xtf'fiMr^ 


^Howi    tfaMSfere^^we  are  no^'inore  strdi^^ers  atiff 
fine^gtiem;  but  iMl6w'<^ititeii9  with  the  isai  fits,   and* 
oftli<3iKyu8i»hoId^God/*    We  am  now  no  longer 
kept  at 'ttre  awfel  diMance  of  slaves,  but  admitted 
toaK'the  lAtioiacy^  and  ^endearments  of  domesticfs* 
and  children.  "^  H^fiMforth/'  says  our  ali-conde- 
weeding '  Master^  **'hbnoefi>rtli  I  call  yoVi  not  ser-* 
Tan(8/for  the  servant  knoweth  not  what  bis  lord 
doth :  but  i  have  called  you  friends/*  &d    (John: 
XT.  16.)    W«  are 'not  left  to  wander  in  wrid  and 
ddiigerous  deserts,  unassisted,  end  alone;  but  are 
alrfoin  a  Father's  house,  and  happy  in  a  Father^e 
arms:  andif^atany  time  we  are  called  ont  to  ex- 
traordiastry  services  or  sufferings,  he  is  stilt  at  our 
light  hand,  that  we  may  not  be  greatly  moved  o^ 
Ifurt.    ^^  When  thou  passest  through  the  'waters;  I 
wtH  be  with  thee;   and  through  the  rivers,   they 
ahall  not  overflow  thee :  when  thon  walfcest  through 
the.fire,  tk^ifr  shalt  not  be  burnt ;  neither  shall  the 
ikime  kindle  upon   thee."    (Isai.  xliii.  S.)     And 
tbta  ist  another  Messed  consequence  of  our  redemp* 
tkm  by  Jeaus  Christ,  that  he  restored  our  aouia 
when  they  had  strayed  ;    and  showed  our  feet  the 
psth  of  life ;  and  bimight  us  back,  weary  and  heavy 
laden,  polluted  and  perishing,  to  our  doty,  to  o^f  * 
God,  and  to  ourselves, 
i  S.  From  want. 

Duridg  our  captivity,  we  were  "  poor,  and  bimdj 
and  wretched,  -and  naked,  and  miserable;"  wn 
wanted  necessaries :  we  served  a  tyrant,  who  gavw 
maaothkigbut  '*the  husks  which  theswine  did  eat  ^'^ 
and  if  afraby  time  we  ^*  asked  for  brettd^  would  grve^ 
U8  a  irtone^  if  we  desired  iiah,  would  give  uaa 
seori^oiu!'    Buty  O  tfafl^.happy  alter^ton  that  -wm 


viade  iii.o«r  fjrcwMtaoces^i  when  CJlri«(  v^gAqm  mtit 
preachi^  Pel jrei^pce  tp  |h^  captive  4  HofR^did.h^ 
^'  lift  (h^  poor  gut  of.  the  d^$^^,  -  ubA  t^A^ffffft  ^TMi 
t^^  duqghi^ ;''  topl^  of  our  S'iitby  r(^/'  aii4,f'tpot 
<W'U4  t))e  b^t  jol^e''  tl^t  f^er.was^coiitrived!  to 
cover  9o4  a^Iora  <)^tituie  souls ;  and  '*  put.  rioft 
on  Qur  baod^y  aud  shoes  oo  our  feet ;?  aad  ;'^  t>rdughl' 
lis  iuto,  hi^  banqve^iogrbcfuae/'.  aiid  ^>  spi^cpuL  one 
table  for  us  iu.tb^  prese^ee  .of'  our  ei»einies{M  «n4 
*'  ,;^qi^ted  jout  |[iead  with  oU/'  .aad  ^' .  ipade  our  ciip 
to  rifu^over/'  and  said  ''  Eat,  Ot  friends «l  dcijiJIt:, 
ye^^idrink  abundau^yi^  O  ^Ipved^  for  ip.yow 
Father's  JbipjUfste  is  bre^d  ei^oi^b  tand  to  9pfi|e  ^'    . 

An4  ^9^»  Christiafis^  dp   you  went  ai^  tfaiflg 
but  gn^tii^id^  I    Have  you  not  all  •  things  richly  to 
QPJ9y^^  ,W)iil€i  the  Lord  is  pur  shepherd,  we  caanot 
yfi^^\ :  hc^.qpak^b  us  to  lie  down  iu  gre^i^  patMirwir 
l)f^|^f4^b  Vjl  )^^.  the  still  weA«rs.  *  Hetopepth  ta^ 
^|b^  ^asums.  of  hifbrgr^ce,  •  and .  eoosipMHicfHM  a& 
l|j|is/iulln^ss  to  jour  several  i^ece^srties.-  He*  DHn^i 
tji^  T^^T^  rou^  wants  more  thsji  opr  prayfeass^. 
qi4^^  l^xf^Adiog.  abundantly  above^  all  .that  iimt 
i^df^^  pf  thinlc*    He  deliveis  us  fioq^i|Mre«Mt* 
diAMtliM^  by»  spit^db^e^  supplyss ;   abA  i!pl|eves  ^  oiq 
imm  the  /tMsn^nlin^i  agxi^ty.'«bi>uA  futudse  straila$' 
1^  the  kind  assurance  that  he  ^will  mvw  leairet-uS' 
nor  forsake  us.     Can  we  wonder,  iheiiB,.  thai  the 
AMtlo^^h«tJi«ed  by>l|i*owp;labi^pr>afid)  th^totia- 
ri«ible^qQllti8*>**tmn9;  of  q\hmf^  Opuld  y^l  flft}v  **:it 
Ji^v^aM^  4ini.i)bAuit^^  >hj|\^iig.  «ptbifi|^  yefr' 

po69eaBi0K  aM  tbipg^  I'',. W^  wontl^r.at  uoriQ^oC^tbcm/ 
cbpi^l^OM/  wfe^aiwe  «yM  to  findjuwdifeeJi  ilhttr 
C*»at  is  i^  att  and  in  i  atf.r,)  ]Wfia<»iti^8  a^d^jstrait^ 
aiid^ciffWinwtWKWi^tf  g«piip»  (#a|reas^  soften.  AH  itQ 


Mi#8ii«r6i  endU  h  wd}^  they  dot  we  Islhould  not 
•Ise  MitA  so  deep  of  tfie  <iif{>  of  6od^  tomolattaD, 
nor  know  how  exeeedtngiy  the  gf^e  ^of  God  liAtti 
iboutid^it  to  U6  iti  aU  wMoin,  oor  what  *an  jfiex« 
ItauMible  vtetety  of  bleealrigs  we  pdssess  in  sChiist 
iMuii.  Bat,  in  all  onf  W«int«,  stfaits,  and  diflkml^ 
lies,  let  this  suppbrt  and  fifati^l^  ua^-^tbat  his  merey 
k  everkstfog ;  that  no  eatatnitycan  beiai  us  wfaiek 

but  eiref'Watehfui  XS^dafittan    ^d  net  foresee^    or 

» ♦  •  •  • 

eould  tiot  prevent  or  cAiinot  redress,  or  will  not 
cause  to  wbYk  together  for*  oiihr  g€fdd.-*-Arid  moftth 
#^r;  Chlistiami,  reAeii^ber  tikfat  ye  are  sot  yet 
come  to  that  'rest,  anid  totat  iht^rit^nee,  whicli 
Ihe  Lord  youY  Gdd  IviH  gi^  you.  •  Yotf  arte  yet 
pil^ims  and  stringers  ;  and  bitist  'therefore  expect, 
in  your  passage  throngh  a  wil^^ness,  to' meet  with 
hardships  and  much  tribuikttoii.  You  are  yet  ni- 
fiors^  your '  patrimotty,  iDcfeed,  is  large,  and  fiadr, 
and  dsftain ;  irat  it  ia  yout^  Father's  good  pleasufe 
that  you  should  imffer  awhile  before  he  give  yon 
a  kingdom*  You  have  thfi&  gi^eMl  promise  ;  *^  Mo 
gobd  thing  Will  he  wUhbold  l^om  them  that  walk 
iiprfghlly/'  (Pb.lHxxiv.  11;)  « I  ^y,  you  have  Hits 
pMmide!  whidh  i^  a  m^inteifanee  fb?  «(iiy  <D<hriatiait 
in  this  worid  ?  it¥i  fbt  %ht  next,  ^tou  are  'prt>v»iad 
Ibr  beyond  aU  that  you^  could  expect,  desiw^  or 

'  An^now^  Sirs,  whatis  otir  character?  what  Is 
otit  atlrte?  what  are  our  views  and  egcpectatioaa ) 
We  were  aU'&orn  captives,  and  slavesi  Aw  we  aa 
attUr  or  are  we  rescued,  ransomed,  daliwced  ?  Ttiif 
is  ah  inquiry  that  merits  our  attention.^-^Reflter  a 
little  on  the  glorious  privileges  that  attend  IflMiii* 
¥erty  oF4he  <'  isons  of  God :"  jto  be  4diveft4  -fiWB 
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.  «he  >lve#](ti4  cursM  -bi  the  kiw,  lirom^  t%fe  biHer 
trfaargw  of  ti(^n6cienee,  from  the  mortal  rtiog^  ctf 
deHtbii-^to  be  dtiMfeln  of  the  light  Mid  ef-lhe  day; 
^^^to  be  delivered  iromdiis'  body  of. am  aad-  deatir, 
land  those  demmeeriog  lusts  whieh  utrar  t^inat  thb 
•oul,  and  ehain  it  doMrn  to  earth  and  aeb«te  ;-^t6l»e 
iMrought  home  to  God^  t6  drv^ll,  asi  it^Hrere^  under 

•"his-eye;  and  enjoy*  the  ^rotectkm   andf^Ienty  *df 

.  our  Farthei'a  hotiae  j-^^-to  haVe  enongh  now.  and*  k 
Iringdotn  in  reversioh :— la  'tbig  tlie  tleAiverance 
'vrbkrh  Christ  preached  t<y  the  capfites  f  and  haa  this 
ifleliverance  beenr  pleached  to  uS?  and— bav^  Wetwr- 
tsepted  k?  Do  we  ♦*aebwitb  onf  teyes  Und  heat 
with  our  ears,  and  undefatand  with  out  hearts?*' 
•Ate  we,  in  short,  ""  converted  and -healed' S^  • 

Do  you  not  knoW  whether  you  are  so,  orno^ 
Must  you  haVe  marks  and  signs  to  prove  whether 

.you'  are  in  prison,  or  at  home?    Does  it  require 

aedioiis  examination '  to  prove  whether  it  be  mid* 

night  or  mid-day  ?    Must  you  have  a  long  time  to 

determine  whether  you  are  ^cH3r  and  miserable,  or 

bare  aH  and  abound  ?— Alas  !  what  is  your  Chris- 

tianity  ?    Is  the  difference  between  the  bondage  of 

aid,  and  the  gentle  yoke  of  Christ,  so  very  smalf^ 

that  you   are  at  a  loss  to  say  which  of  them  you 

wear  ?--**Why,  then,  to  bring  the  matter  to  an  issue, 

that  ^*  every  one  may  bear  his  own  burden/'  and 

tltat-  yoli  may  ^^  have  rejoicing  in  yourselves  and 

not  in  another/*  let  the  following  criterions  beat- 

•   tended  to. —  1 

"  if  you  have  never  been  sensible,  what  a  miseralile 

bondi^e  it  is  to  be  in  subjeetioii  ta  Satan ';«*^if  you 

have  never  been  ^^  weary  arrd  heavy  laden''  with  rtie 

bardea  *  ^  sin  ;   nor  so  fair  pinehed  wifh  itsfetiers  ys 


totcry<  out^  >^  O  wwtofaed  mfm  tlwtl  m !  wiio.Blisil 
4ieliv(^.me?"^*If  you  caoiiot  bear  to  bear*-«ia  m 
generali  or  at  l^t  •ome  pardoojar^  MOt  tp^lMpat- 
agaiMt ;  and  your  h^rt  *  iim  agaiMt.  any  -fiHtkfal 
mioiater^  or  oonadaiitiotta  GhristiaB»  that  rapwves 
jott'for  it;~if  yoi^  make  piovistoQ  <  for  tlM  flesh, 
aad' space  no  paioa  nor  expence  to  gratify  a.  pr» 
vailing  indioationi-^^if  you  sin  wilfully^  detibeb- 
rately,  statedly,  with  relish  aod  pleamire;<^if|»tift& 
.aiosonly  are  guarded  against»  and  9$cfH  fenlta  am. 
freely  indulged ; — if,  whea  under  any  remorse,  yoiif 
are  more  sqlicitous .  for  pardon  .  tha^  purity, .  and 
/viah  cather  to  have  your  consciences  stifled  than  to 
have  your  hearts  renewed  :-«rin  short,  if  you  Jbafve 
never  renounced  your  covenant  with  death,  aad^ 
^tiaannuUed  your  agreement  with  hell,  and  frooi* 
the  bottom  of  your  hearts  said,  ^*  O  Lord  our  God^ 
.other  lords  besides  thee  have  had  dominion  .OfBsrua, 
but  by  thee  only  will  we  make  mention  of  thy 
name :''— If  you  know  nothing  of  all  this,  yon  ktieav 
lathing  of  religion :  if  you  are  strsmgers  to  thia  eji^ 
perience,  I  think,  without  breach  of  charity,  I.nwy 
say.  You  are  strangers  to  Christ ;  S^tao  is  still  ia 
possession,  in  quiet  possession.  And  perhaps  you 
like  to  liave  him  so ;  you  would  not  choose  to  dia»' 
turb  him;  you  had  rather  ''sleep  on,  and  .take* 
your  rest,''  and  sink  blindfold  and  unmolested  into 
destruction,  than,  by  opening  your  tyes,  ^eft  your 
souls  in  an  uproar,  and  disoblige  and  eajv^s  the 

prince  of  darkness. Let  me  only  speak  qm  VQrd 

more:  Chijst  i«  yet  willing  to  deliver  you.  .  Did 
you  hear  that?  Cbriat  is  yet  willing  tp  deUv^ 
>ou. 

Butthen,  on  t)ie  othev.  hand,  if  you  bav9  been 


ida^lEf  MnalUt  tbit  $9tm  m  ^  wont.tyrsnt  in  iIm 
iMfvenie  i^f  you  are  Wfwy  of  bta  •ervice^  mod  look 
jvffflhit  •«  %  f«(  gmnter evil  te  be  i^vw  u)>  lo  :ywir 
0w«  baarfft'  iKii0»  Ijhili  t«b^  9T6I1  up  to  the  p6iM» 
i^tkB  ^omt  i8nei»y  you  h«re  tb  the  wdrld  ;^if  3r6A 
IwmI  ral^  lie  kept  from  vm  tkM  tKouidd  from  oofi^ 
finri^f ;  ^  Gta  wilUogly  ttoop  tO'aJiy  eron^  tohavt 
IboioW  imm  tbe  body  of  m^  etoeified  upon  Jt;-?t> 
if  jro4  twsk  bear  lo  boavi  espeeiaUy  if  you  diooM 
and  desire  ta  be«r,  aia  lepreatotod  ui  ita  d^HiMl 
«4oura ;  if  you  can  tbaok  tbe  frkad  that  diacoToft 
mi4  l|iudly  ^Kposea  ^  id  youraelrea,  tnd  your,  baatta 
dD>iiot  aecittly  plead  for  it;«*-if  ytm  avmd  aa  muck 
aa  possible  all  occaaioua  of  fin  ;  and  raa^l  ve  to  Watobi 
fmd  atriTe«  md  ptay  agaimt  all  ain»  and  eapaciaUy 
fHainat  tkoao  siiia  wbicb  moat  fi^ueatl|y  mi  meat 
Vkfi00^9M\y  betat  yo^  ;<^if  the  pt avaiUiig  bent  of 
yfur  wiUsf  ai(d  tbe  general  oouite  of  yoUr  lirea^ 
plIcMreyoq  to  be  moat  intent  upoa  obeyiag  God/«^ 
i#4t  be  tbe  grief  and  burtbea  of  your  aoulai  that  ytttt 
maMldt  yenre  bim  parfrct^y  ]  and  you  would  mtbar' 
lm^H»fr9Cja  to*  keepaU  bfi*  oommatikneiita,  tban  a. 
diqM0aatioi»  to  breaks  oiie  of  tbam  :*-If  thia  be  your 
Mae^  you'lmre  the  greatest  reaaon  to  coaolude  that 
y0^  bai^  .cbanged  BQjaatoc%  and  may  safely  take  aU 
the  eooaolation  that  belongs  to  those  who  ace  turned 
^*  fitun  daricneaa  to  light,  and  frcmi  tbe  power  of 
SiMa  uflto  God."* 

And  now,  •>»  a  geneial  impiovement    oi  this 
wluda  afibjfet ; 

I.  Does  Christ  nreacb  deliverance ;    Tbeti  how 
welcome  abould  be  be  to  iMnners  U 

laji^ine  a  poor  criminal,  eoavicted,  condemned^ 
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and  the  day^x^Bd^ftr^bid  eKeautWDabAnalj?*  <Gb' 
l)iin>  ^nd  ^teH^  faim^  thtt>  titer  ikng  inteiifls  ^t&2  vibit^ 
him:  be.lieafS'youiiot,  OP^rt^ieeot^ibseds^yeAi  not^ 
Tell  him  that  all  the  Dobleff^-^melripipiiicctty'^tiil; 
king%  of  ithe  ctortfa  ^are  'pveeeot:'  they ''am /all 
b^;gars  to  fatm«  u^hMe  mind  i^fulfr  ^f  &ke  Smgyii^ 
king9«  hefbre  wbQiA  he  ia  aoon  ta»  appeani.  Dimwm 
him  ia  all  diie  gaudy  tfappingn  6f  nlsQesty,  ^t  bin 
bim  the  purple  tobe,  set  ji  ^^rown^cf  gold  oa  bii^ 
headi  and  lay  the  tfeasuiea  of  the  Indies^  at  *lifa 
feet '3  none  of  these  things  move  *him :  the  wokM 
cannot  furnish  a  temptation  that  will  divartf  bin 
for  a  moment.  The  frightful  iaattronlenls  of  deatby 
and  the  still  more  frightful  consequencea^  of  demAi 
have  ao  entirely  engrossed  him,  that  be  sees  ind 
thinks  ^iiotbingelse.*~But  kthim*  hear  the  ili^^i 
tant  footsteps  of  a  friend,  crying,  <  A  patdov,  4 
pardon !'  1^  is  cdl  ear;  he  leaps*  up^  *fae  ruM}  M 
embraces  bim»  he  faints,  and  almostdiea  for  joyi^^i 
Thus,  and  infinitely  more  welcome  will  ChriM^bep 
whe^  he  comes  and  preaches  deliverance  to^aoula 
that  hate  been  long  bowed  down*  with  a^se&s^'of 
guilt,  and  terrified  with  the  bbuily  dread  of^dlsaHir 
and  damnation.  If  Satao'  shoiorld  take  such  ain^wr 
tressed  soub  up  i»to  an  exeeedmgly  bigb  ^aMmntwi; 

and  show  them  aH  th^  glories  of  Ibis  world,'  fiHd' 
say,  *«  AH  theSe  thing*  Willi  ^ivfe  yod;''-th6y^wto*!d 
stop  their  ears,  tfnd  dfown' his  enticemebC^'ivM! 
«  None  but  Ghriht,  none  butCbftsf/    •'     -  »^^ 

If  this  be  the  disposition,  if  this  be  ^e  labguage;* 
of  any  present  (as  I  bope  arid  believe  it  is),*  -•*  this 
day  is  saltation  come  to  your  house.'*  He  'wWf 
♦*  cofne^A^  and  sup  with  you,  an^  you  irith  HAi  ;^* 
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attd  f  *  (bis  Wwier  over  jon  shall  be  iare  f^  and  he 
will '  giTC'^  you  '^'redemptions  through  his  blood/ 
ef6n  tlM^^fo^ireneBs  of  yo»r  sins"— j'*' according  to* 
the^fichea  ol'his  graoe/'   '     ;         ' 

Ave^  there  any  present  (as  perhaps 'there  <nre)/ 
#)iQan&:uDaffected  by  all  that  has  been  said  ;-^\)rho^ 
ragect'  the  offered  **  eye-salve, '^  sayings*  Are  ^re- 
Urnd^aiso?*  and,  when  deliverance  lifs'prteached  to' 
tfaennj  reject  it  with  disdain,  and  s^ayj  '*' We  Ver^ 
born  free^  and*  were  never  inr  bondage  to  ^ny  ^^^^^t 
iM  who  wHI  not  <?ome  to  Christ  that  they  may- 
hwrt  Kfe  ?  May  I  ask.  Whither  will  ye  go  }  Be 
assured,  depend  uponit^  for  God  hath  said  it,  tbef^ 
ie- 9a} nation  in  no  other ;  *^  there  is  no  other  immef' 
undei^^beav^n  given  among  men,  whereby  yon  c^A^ 
bcf^ved/^  <  And  can  you  save  ^yourselves;  and^ 
claiaa>btafvenuponthe  footing  of  the  old  covenant,^ 
JM  this,  <md  Hue? — The  language  of  Job  would' 
blatter  beconseyou-^and  Job,  you  know^  was  ^*  af 
p^ect  miuiy'and  an  upright ;  one  that  feared  God^^ 
add^^eschewed'evil'*-- and  yet  Job  says;  "  If  T 
wash  myself  hi  snow-waler,  and  make  my  hands  never 
a6^^1ban;  iyet xshult  thou  plunge  me  in  the  ditch,' 
and  my  own  clothes  sball  abhor  me :  for  he  is  not  a 
Hiatt,  that  I  >fehauM  answer  bias,  and  we  should  come' 
togethfr  in  judgment ; « neither  is  there  any  days- 
man-betwixt  us^'that  may  lay  his  hand  uposy  both. 
Let  him  teke  his  rod  away  from  me,  and  let  not  bis 
fear  terrify  me :  than  would  I  speak,  and  not  fbar 
hinir:  -  Qot  h  is  not  so  with  me/'  (Job  ix.  30.) 
*^  O  Israel)  tetura  uAtothe  Lopd  thy  God  1  for  thoa 
bastfalkan  by  thina  iniquity.    Take  with  you  wordS|. 

and  torn  unto  xh§t  Lord;   and  say  .unta  bim>  Take 
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»way  2M  iniquity/  8iit<J  reoejy^.  i|6  gtaciovftl^t  90 
Hill  we  rentier  the  ca\vie«  of  oiy  lips.  .  Asshor  sb4R 
not  MV«  us  J  we  ^^11  lio^  ride  upon  tiorses ;  pf  itHe» 
"virill  we  say  any  more  to  the  wpr)^9  ofpur  hand^ 
Yeajte  durgods;;  for  Ip  tl^<^  the  fatheiles$  Aecfeth 
Vercy-".(W^^?xivV  1.)  . 

,  O  ?i«ner,  return-  uRto  J^m&;  for  Josua  ouly  M 

tty  **  shield  and  thy  hucklpr,  the  hO?».  ^  thy  «4l^ 

vatian,  and  thy  slirong  towef  ;"  hoisevalt^'it^  <^  jl 

l^rtnCe  an4  a  SaviouFi  tp  give  repentance  itod  rettu^ 

aion  of  sins:'*   '^  h^  ra  able  tos^v^  to  the  i»t|ef« 

ifkost  all  that  <;Qme  unto  Cio4  by  bii^;^  and  ^^  liiw 

that  fometba  h^  will  in  i»o  wlsi^  east  out."    Gk>;<a 

Ijiim,  .buf:tKei\e4  and  polluted  w  thQiAs^rt  i  smd  ci»als 

thy, wrenched  soul  at  hish  f^otj  crying,  ^  ^*  Lord,!«a¥^ 

ipe,  or  I  perish !  O  Lqrd^  thou  Son  of  David»  faai^ 

mwcy  oa  m^/*    I  h^v^  beea  Igng  a  prispbw  i^ 

$4t£(n,  apd  a*  cstp^ive  to  sin  ;  ^ut  I  nQvt  fly  M'  til^W* 

^nd  put  no^yael^  uuder  (be  protection  of  thjr  rigfam 

teov99e$«  ^n^  blood-    lanucfter^bl^  «viiW  eooipMll 

ipe  about,  yea,  tbey  wmjf^w  m^  iibout^   ifm^  Q 

JaOtd ;  save  me,  O  piy  Qo^ ;  sa^e  mQ,  fi>f  I  tfMl 

in  thee.    I  come^  according  to  thin.e  own  iavitatioili 

Ijreary  and  heavy  laden :  blessed  Jeaus;  fttlfil  thy  pio« 

mise,  and  give  reft  to  my  labouring  mittd^  and  9fm 

to  my  wounded  spirit,  and  liberty  to^  my  nAptkvfi 

soul,    ^peak  9,  word  of  peace  ^nd.  pajrdon  to  i  6mk« 

iug  creaturei^  aAd  raise  aad  re^^^ivo  me  to  liop6  aid 

salvation.    Theo  sh^U  the  bl^sijig  of  ope*  that  WM 

rieady  to  perish  com^o  upqo,  thee :  aO  will  i  rendir 

t!lie  oajves  of  ixiy  lip^ :  I  wiU  ofier  w^to  God  tbial^'' 

giviijkg;  I  will  render  .^ul  s^nd  body,   aad  ofl^r 

ttbem  bothi  M  a  grateful  aacufic^.  to  Um  who  h^ 


Jiove(f  me.  aii^  washed  mcv .  atod  i^deetoetf  tftfe  ftbttt 
^in^.atid  death,,  ind  heU,  by'hte  pwfi  ixiost  ptediouS 

blood**  i 

;    ^.  t^t  belUy^ts  be  oat-eful  tb.  »*  ^alk  Wbrthy  of 

tie  vcHHattibtt  wheffewith  thfey  ^r^  efelfed/*      -  ' 

Let  th^  80n«  bf  Zion  bfe  joyful  in  their  kiHg.>    O 

|;iY6  thtfnks  Uttto  the  Lord,  foi"  he  iS  g6od  ;.  foir  hi* 

jtoiercy  etiduWth  for  ev^t.    Let  ll>e  tfedeemed  of  the 

Lord  iay  so,   Whf^m  he  hath  red^efli*d  ftom   th^ 

]&andof  th^  «nemy.     If  the  bledsiftg  of  corn,  atid 

iriae,  and  oil ;  if  hettllh,   «ifidl  peace,  and  plenty  ;  if 

dciit^raD^Ji'frbilQ  war,  peslilenci^,   orfatolhe;  can  t^O 

jiffecit  li*^  ^s  to  draw  froni  ds>  at  least  sotne  tetaptjM 

taty  acktibwledgmettt,    and  iome  superficial    iwmi 

bf*  thanksgiving ;  how   carhal  mu^  be  biir  minds, 

ibbw  ^rthly  our  thoughts,  if  the  <*ontetnplatjoh  of 

fh^/icbes  of  God*g  merty,  in  redeeming  us  from  siii 

aad  Satan,  Ao  not  fill  "  our  mouths  with  laughter, 

And  our  tongues  with  praise  !** 

/-  Let  no  future  daligers  terrify  you  *  "  Fear  nnt^  for 

Jt  havn  tedeinted  you^^^  is  your  security  and  defence, 

in  all  irtWard  temptations,   in  all  outward  distrteses, 

4t  Kht  bout  6f  death,  and  at  the  day  of   judgment. 

JDepdnd  oh  his  powet  and  faithfulness  {think  often 

erf  yout  deliterahce ;  look  continu^illy  to  your  De^ 

iitet^t ;  and  bid  defiance' to  fearth  ahd  hell  r  consider 

'them  ad   vanquished  foes;   and    though*    at  any 

^ime.tbey  shQuld  rally  their  scattered  forces,  Snd 

"weito  to  thake  a  formidable  fetand,  "  be  strong  in  the 

limd$  ftfid  in  the  power  6f  hi^  might  :'*  he  that  delu 

Mi^dyou,  Will  /rroiert   yoU  froin  sirt    and  Satatt, 

pfid  *very  other  enemy  whatspe^f.      '     .  . .  ; 

09^  WiA^hftH  «(nd  cdrcattispect^    You  arc  delivered 
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from  prison  indeed,  but  you  are  atilt  in  an  eo^diy*^ 
country;  surrounded  on  every  fide  with  those  that* 
lie  in  wait  to  deceive^   or  seek  an  opportunity  tti 
devour  you.     Let  your  enemies  teach  you  t& -bd' 
vigilant.     **  Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  the  haF=^ 
oess,   be  as  those  that   putitoff:''  on  watchfulness 
and  prayer  depend  your  safety/     And  when  y6vi 
are  praying  for  yourselves,  do  not  be  unmindfal-of 
those  who  are  yet  prisoners  and  slaves.     It  were 
cruet,   it  were  unnatural^  to  see  our  friends  carried 
captive  by  Satan,   and  fast  bound  by  the  fetters  of 
iniquity,   and  not  endeavour  their  rescue.     Being 
insensible  of  their  danger,   they  may  perhaps  ill  re- 
quite your  faithful  friendship  ;  look  upon  this,  how- 
ever, as  the  ravings  of  a  delirium;  let  it  provoke 
your  pity  rather  than  your  resentment ;  and  renew 
your  counsels  and  prayers,  since  ^^  he  that  turneth 
a  sinner  from  his  ways,  shall  save  a  soul  from  death, 
and  hide  a  multitude  of  sins." 
.   Think  nothing  too  much  to  do,   or  to  suffer,   for 
Him,  who,  at  the  expence  of  his  life,    has  rescued 
you  from  death  and  destruction.     Being  delivered 
out  of  the  hand  of  your  enemies,  you  can  do  no 
less  than  serve  him  in  holiness  and  righteousness  all 
the  days  of  your  life.     Your  bodies  and  your  souls 
are  his;  his  by  creation,   his   by  purchase,   his  by 
conquest :  and  your  best.services  fall  in^nitely  short 
of  what  he  has  deserved  from  you. 

To  conclude.  Let  your  deliverance  from  capti- 
vity be  the  subject  of  your  frequent  meditation ; 
and  when  you  think  of. your  former  bondage  and 
your  present  freedom,  and  especially  when  you  re- 
collect the  surprising  method  by  which  this  happy 
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altjiaifition  in  .your  circuqostaaces  was  I^roug^ht  abput^ 
^OQ<ki:  not  tbat.  ^91^  hear  "  every  creature  i^bich 
%.  la  beavep^  and  on  the  eartb>  and  under  the  earth, 
apd^ficjlji,  ^  ^r^  in  the  sea»  and  all.thpt  afe  in  them'' 
-*^ironf)er  not^  that  you  hear  theip  all  ^ayiog/^'  Bless- 
ifkgi  wit  liOQPHrt  glory,  and  power,  ^b^tto  Him  tbaf 
fitt^tU  Mpon  the  throQi3»  .and  to  the  Lamb«  for  ever 
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John  xiv.  38« 

J/  ye  loved  me,  ye  would  refoiee,  becemee  I  uiidy  I  go 

wUo  the  Father. 

Thers  is  nothing  more  certain,  and  yet  scarcely 
Any  thing  we  are  with  more  difficulty  brought  to  ac« 
knowledge^  than  that  we  know  not  what  is  good  for 
US  *^  all  the  days  of  our  vain  life,  which  we  spend  as 
a  shadow."  We  are  apt  to  imagine  that  wisdom  is 
eiirs;  and  are  puffed  up  with  such  an  extravagant 
conceit  of  our  own  abilities,  as  to  think,  that,  i^  the 
government  of  the  world  were  in  our  hands,  it  should 
be  carried  on  without  those  signs  of  confusion  and 
distress  which  are  now  so  frequent  and  visible,  and 
ranch  more  to  general  satisfaction  and  advantage* 
But  this  is  only  the  language  of  peevishness  and  dis^ 
content :  and  means  nothing  but  that,  if  the  choice 
of  our  condition  were  left  to  ourselves,  we  should 
be  always  rich  and  easy ;  we  sh9uld  know  no  chan* 
gen,  neither  should  we  be  in  trouble,  like  other 
men.  In  which  were  We  to  succeed  to  our  wishes, 
nothing  coold  more  effectually  procure  our  destruc* 
tH^n,  We  are  all  presently  alarmed  at  the  appear- 
ance of  any  bodily  disorder,  and  are  easily  persuaded 
to  take  the  modt  disagreeable  methods  to  remove 
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^lem :  but  «fe  we  equally  toliditoos  for  the  health 
and  vigour  of  our  miiyifi^ },  Tbou^h  ^*  from  th« 
ciowa  el*  the  bead  to  the  sole  of  the  foot  there  is  oo 
^<V9fli4Qqsa.w  :f¥^'^  yet  iicmi  fretful  *ard  We,  aifd  <iu« 
«Q$y,  whep  God  la  acting  the  part  of  a  skilful  phy^ 
aioiau  tAwnrclii  ua ! .  If  lie  >but  louoh  the  hair  oC 
eur  head-rl  mean,  if  hQ  oaly  afflict  us,-  though 
ever  so  slightly*  in  Our  health,  our  imputation,  our 
fortune,  faaiily»  of  frieiid4r-^We  are  presently  iik 
teafs,  M  ia  anaa;  seeretly  roumiuring,  lor  ^o|)eoly 
lebeliing :  whefeaa^  if  we  knew  durselves,  and  rights 
]y  understood  our  own  in^rest;  we  ahould  look  up* 
on  affliction  as  one  of  the  greatest  bleatings  we  cpuM 
poaaibly  enjoy :  we  should,  ^▼^n  while  we'  y^wt^ 
smart!  1^  under  the  rod^  earnestly  beseech  him  t# 
do  as  he  does;  and  take  the.,  bitterest  cUp  which  bia 
puta  into  our  hands,,  with  the  same  readiness  awi 
thankfulness  that  we  should  receive  a  aovereign 
medicine. froDA  a  physician,  of  whose  tendetneas  and 
sliil]  we  were  fully  persuaded ;  which,  though  wa 
knew,  it  to  be  disi^reeahle  and  qauseoua*  yet  pre^ 
Sliming  it  will  conduce  to  the  establiahment  of  lOUf 
health,  we  gladly  swallow.  The  advantagea.qf  irf* 
fiictions  are  so  many  and  great,  in  calling  ua  ^>^oii- 
sideration,  teaching  us.  our  duty,  ..r^ulatiag  the 
tampers  of  our  minds,  weaning  ua  ihom  the  world, 
quickening  ua  in  our  Christian  course,  and  preparbtg 
ua  for  the.  heavenly  glory-^el  aay,  theae  :  advali«v 
tages  of  afflictiohs  are  so .  obvious  and  so  ini« 
piortant^  t^at,  were  there  no  other  (dteviatiaf^; 
cpnMderaitiona,  they  might  we)!  he  expected, to  mak^ 
1)9,  tK4  Only  patient ,> but  che^rfuL  .       rj  .      t 

*  ^  True/,  yob  will  say ;  '  ks  ito  the  comoMm  caiaflsii*  • 


ti69  of  iifei  'tfaef9^  bbservatiofis  bavtefpropriQty  aad 
iMroe  m  them;  if  tb^  fig^r^e  do  ^t -kloswrn  £tv» 
ymr,  it  inay<  t|te  oett;  if  presedt^schesDe^  jEiiid  ^eoo^ 
trivances  be  blasted,  future  ones  may  succoed  better; 
if  *' richer  lapaka'  to  thfeais<flve#  mug^  Md  fly 
kw«y/'  God  can>  easily  command  tiiem  bMk  f^|aia: 
•Oithat,  with  re^^l.  t^  theed  thidgir,  it  does  tictt 
ieem  so  difllcult  to  r^ice  in  tribtilalii0n« ..  B«it«t#Bni 
for  the  dead  (Carry  with  tbem  their  ourn  just ifioatiotu 
Our  loss  is- irreparable.  God  lialh  removed  ^the 
Hesiie  of  our  eyes''  wi^  a  stroke ;  'and  must  lye 
not  mourn  or  .weep?  ^*  Lover  ^and  -friend  faatli  fafe^ 
pMitftr  from  us»  and  our  acqiiatotanoi»*iat6  dark* 
Mss;"  and  would  you  have  us  rejoice  ?  He  is  geoo 
y  the  way  wbe»ce  he  shall  never  return/': and ^re 
lave  seen  him.  locked  up  in  the  silent  chamfaeRof 
tbegfav^,  1^0  be  a  companion,  to  be  food»  fof  womid|i 
and  would  you  have  us  suppress  our  sorrdw  ?  ^O 
Akst  ourheads  were  waters,  and  our  eyes  fountabis 
#f  tears  r'  w«  would  weep  them  dry  on  so  moumfuf 
aQ-occasion/-*nBuJt,  let  not  our  passions  rua  away 
irkb  us;  let  us  see  whether  the^ words  now  read 
will  ilo<  suggest  some  considerations*  that  txiayvl>eio£ 
aei^ioe to-moderate,  if *not toremovC)  our  gric^ }.  and 
9)ake  us  easy^  if  not  oheerfuh 

'^If^ye  loved  me,  ye  would  rejoiee,  beeause  I 
^A4y'  I.go  unto  the  Fatber/'-^I  will  not  stay  totoeoi* 
ajder4ti^  words  in  their  original  meaoiag,  as  spoken' 
hy  our  Lord  tO'CaoiftH^  bis  disciples  under  kheapK* 
f^he&sion'  (Sf  his  approaching  departure  ;»^tbouf0in 
ilia  a  passage  full  of  tbedivinest  coiisolaCion,  and) 
t|^  fowdd^ion  of  our  present  oomfturts  and  ftrtsuto^ 
^KpwiMKmi^ J  'Nof  wiU  I  md(6  the  .  hast  apoJ^gy.' 


AH>-^p4fMhig'>tbe  Wo#di  of  our  SMvitJtir  into  thd 
inoatto<^''<ya>r  fHend.  I  •will  leAve  it  «»  you,  who 
kneWbhtt,  tend -iored  Mm',  to  Tindfcate  the  pro- 

.'  'To'Me  peisons  of  amiable  qualities  and  excellent 
disfioaitkms,  Vei^  capable  of  service,  and  strbogly 
moliiied  to  it,  cut  dot;lm^  when  they  had  just  begun 
feoftferre  God  md  their  generation ;  and  the  world 
and  the  church  early  deprived   of  snch  as  were 
Kh^iy  to  pifOTe  ornaments  and  blessings ;  is  an  an<» 
^lent  difficulty   in  providence,  that  has  employed 
liie  aiinds,  disturbed  the  thoughts,  and  staggered  the 
feith  of  God'€  people,  frdm  one  generation  to  on^ 
other.    We  should  not  therefore  wonder,  as  if  somMi 
fltrange  thing  had  happened  to  us,  wh^n  God  takes 
isom  us  our  most  desirable  relations ;  when  he  wounds 
iBSjf  'as  it  were,  in  the  apple  of  oi»  eye ;  and  plucks 
ftom  our  embraces  thai^  which,  of  all  earthly  bless^ 
iog^  onr  heart  \^as  most  set  upon.     We  oufghtnot 
to  say,  with  Gideon,  **  If  the  Lord  be  with  lis,  how 
is  it'tlmt  this  evil  hath  (alien  upon  us?*'    (Judges 
iiu  1 3) ;  as  if  he  were  bound  to  take  nothing  from  utf 
that  we  were  unwilling  to  part  With,  thoogh  it  l>ti 
hisowtt  more  than  ours ;  andy  yet,  how  ready*  ara 
we  to  say,  with  the  sisters  of  Lazarus,  **  Lbrd,  if 
thoQ  had^  been  here,  our  brother  haid  not  died!"^^ 
-  finch  >are  our  mistaken  apprehensions  'bf'  Cbd 
under  the  darkness  of  the  present  state ;  sticbiis  ouf 
iMifdinate  afiection  for.temporal  blessings ,'  so  igna-^ 
rttt,  ooft  iqoDnsiderate^  are  we  as  te^  the'design  tff> 
God  in  atti^ii^ns,  Md  what  glory  to  God  and  What 
%dhraiUAg8  to  onmlvea  «iay  arise  from  our  se^r^at 
tj^sla*    •By;«}iich  means  we  are  c^ly  bdiMy^4nt6>' 
imeaBin^s,  discontent,  and  despair,  and  are  tempted- 


«fO  On  Ike  t)taik' of .  [Si{r««  1#« 

to  c:]t]M4ion  tfaia  ttti(knieS8  and  care  oK  our  K^ireitly 
Father:  wherecs  tbe.  Usefulneds^  tbe  i^^ceftsity^  df 
fttlch  disp^iisationsr;.  and  the  wis^doliit  fatthfulfteM^ 
and  mercy  of  God  therein ;  may  be  cleaHy  detndn^ 
itrated  to  every  serToos  ahd  eonsideriag  itiitjij.**  * 
Was  it  riot,  blessed  spirit  (for  well  thou  knowtet), 
was  it  0Ot  \(ri8^,  wis  it  not  just^  vifas  it  not  kind^  itt 
CEod,  tbiis  leverely  to  chasten  thdeif.  Was  it  tiot 
good  for  thee  that  thoti  wtet  thus  afiioted  ?  (f  thtM 
tprert  pemutted  to  tetum  to  us  again,  and  to  choosii 
ihy  situation ;  WoUldst  thou  not,  without  th^  h^ast 
hesitation,  pitch  upon  that  satne  f(kibl^,  disorder^i 
w<Hm»out  tabernacle,  wiiich  thou  hsst  lately  le^j 
attd  prefer  the  inconyentencds  and  pairis  of  su<sh  att 
mftrm'cbnstitutton,  to  all  the  pleasures  of  h^Ith 
and  €aae  ?  For  tlost  thou  not  »se)  d06t  th6u  not 
idA  *nd  enjoy,  the  blessed  consequence  of  them  ? 
Dost  thou  not  find,  by  hstppy  experience,  4hirt 
flight  afflictions"  do  indeed  '^work  out  4  ffar  ntote 
exceeding  and  Eternal  weight  of  glory  V* 
:  Sure^J^,  Christians,  if  ye  loved  htm^  ye  would  r6« 
joice :  ye  would  put  oin  the  ^^  garment  of  praise  ibf 
this  spi^t  of  heafinesS:''  ot,  If  you  must  shedtehts^ 
they  ^ould  be  tedrs  of  joy. ^^^And^  this  is  reas^nabffe, 
If  We  consider, 

I.  The  world  he  has  left. 
'  And  what  is  it,  but  a  mere  wilderness,  a  desert, 
1^  den  and  shelter  for  beasts  of  prey  ;  a  thorny  jpatb^ 
trherfe  nur  pleasing  sensations  are  tnmgled  "^irti 
^*n^l  nt>es,  and  we  seldom  taste  a  cup  that  ha9 
not  sotne  bittcfr  ingr^ients  in  it  ;«-^where  ther^are  ir 
tbonsatttf  things  to  ensnare  out  kfifeotidns;  which  Ifr 
tbe  trfott^ttt  of  tojoynient  ^^  pl^ce  us  through  witk 
many  BOrt^C^where  the  best  di}ttgsa»e  ^^tttiHty/* 


«nd  the  rest  nobettcar  than  ''yQ)LatiD][>;^'rTTHb«re])«re 
have  craving  d^ires^  without  tiny  objept^siij^^d  to 
their  |^al  gcatificdtJQn ;    Vh^re^  cQo^eiQIftefttlyy  wm 
arc  ^ver  .piniuii^g,  ^v^x  ?ifp«P^pg^  «»4;Qxer  -^kt 
appointed  ;--wbere  tb^  littld^^^MUT^.  .ii  «l^ifi 
lyith   pain  ;  l^ut  ^v^t  forrqws'.ar^  ;nHM? .  n,«l«Mr(mit| 
weighty,,  and  upmi?;ed;7*Twberi^  .Wf>  ;nf«d.iM>t  pi 
abroad  tQ .  fetob  ,€a)^9;  qf  Qeumiiilajyiit  ffQm  4>tfaoni^ 
our  OY^n  v(ealfpe^^,  waplf,.  pud  0CW'n?ptiops>  tu{^ 
plying  ua  with/ too  manj  a<  borne  :-^whefe  4btt 
very  necessities^  infimiAieak  fipd  p^M  of  the  bodffi 
ftre  s^  continual  burthen,  a^  sul^eiet  ^  to  ta  XMiijr 
i^alaxnijtied,  aa  to  mal^e  i^s  gVQ9|n  .yndei'itl^  w^jlg^t 
Qf  it,    afid   long    to    be   '' unql^tbi^  ;''~wbef#.  » 
l^teat^  part  of  $Hir  ^^^^M  ia  t9Vwyp.iA«gpp«b^)nflrits 
yrants,   and  guarding  a^in«li  sfiokoef^^t  wbifh«.  %h/t$ 
all,  ^illfind  or  force  it^  Mray^  and  un&t  ua  for  exei* 
else  iM>d  enjoyn^ent  i<<-n^wherQ  o^f  bodies  are  Mil 
on^  trouble$Qq>e,^  b»^t  dangerouA,  >compiDioD84!-«^ 
where  all  the  objects  qf  $^«^,,  our  food^ .  clotbeq^ 
houses  and  estatesi  frieqds  ai^  rebtioii^,  aad  oiir« 
9«Ives  w>st  of  all,  yi^ld  gs.^mpAationa  and  h^tmy 
U9  ipto  sin  i-r^^Mf here  repelled  t^tnptatjona  are  \caf^ 
iiiiXualiy  rqturniqg,  si)d  vapqi^i^hed  .eoiraptitma  ani 
T^ps^naibly  recovering  $trei^tb;  ^  that  our;  woikitf 
B^yer  done,^add  our  d«pgier  never  ov<Qr  ;i*t*^hAi%  i€ 
wo.hiud  poooinpl^nts.  of  our  o^m  to  malt^iUSBad^ 
(hi^  unhappineas    or    toys  of.  our  friends  and  e€N« 
'^uiaKQltEmjce,  whose  inter^^ourq^  sweetened  aqtd  imid 
Six(;^ed  our  lives,  ,ift  pof^tin^ueDy   caljintg  Imt  oip 
B^VfkpP^t^jf  and,t9ai9;««r^.^befO,  jfwe.had^ieiids^aftd 
Tl^th^  a^d  ea^e,,?i»(l  pleftfy,    and    pleasure^  «»<> 
^thing  to  ^n§wff^  the  demaadsf  o^  .T^ative  -m^^ 


9$9  \'&nlke  BkoAof      {^^uV}9? 

I  ii^ill  not  «nkrge  further^ on  mmh  in  utigtiifl^ut 
subject  c  I  appeal  to  'your  ow^  ^stperiedce^fev  h' 
true  clttractep^f  the- world.    You  kmw  ttsempll-^- 
nesB  and  treaeheryv  and  that  it  nsaatiy  disdppof Ifts 
lis  most  wbm  oar  expectations  are  highest;  '  WhenV ' 
therefore,  Providence    has    distnksed*  any   df  Aur 
fitends  from  'soeh  a  troobiesome  state^  -  should  we, 
can  we  hare  the  heart  to  wish  them'te^kagiifb-? 
Our  departed  friend- well  knew  what  the 'world  was;- 
aid  it  w«s  firom  the  fullest  conviction  and  eYpe^' 
rienoe  of  its  vctnity,  that  in  hi9  last  sickness,  and  ^ 
with  an  earnestness  that  1  shall  never  forget,  hei 
longed   to  depart;    and,  when   any  cordials  were 
offered  him,  was  with  difficulty  persuaded  to  fake 
thtem;  avd,  upon  any  intermission,  would  foe  oft^it 
cllyinf  oilt^  *  Lord,  why  these  drawbacks  ?  why*  ari^"^ 
thy  chariots  so  long  in  coming?  **  Make  ha^e 'to 
help  me,  Q  Lord  :  miake  no  tarrying,  O  my  6od*t^  h 
<^JLovd  Jeans,  come  quickly/'     I  wish  I  were^-:^ 
liveied  from  this    intoxicating    worlcl/     And'  hi§^ 
voicet is  still  in  my  ears^  checking  our  immoderately 
sorrow  in  the  words  of  our  text:  ***If  jr^  ldv^«5 
me,  ye  would  rejiMce'' — ^for   my  troublesdmi  daysi^i 
are  over:  1  am,  where  I  would  be,  and  ^i^re  i^^ 
wish  yon  to  follow*    O  my  friends,  i  $ee  wfaatt  yott^t 
helieve^  tmdiiave  what  you   h0ps\ for*      O  * y^^  «^*afii>r 
flicted  and  mir  comforted,"  ^  wisep  not  for  did,  kkkt^ 
weep  *for   yourselveB.^    '  Imiumeral>}e  ^vil^  tofH^^' 
paaa  *yQU    abtet;  and    while*  you  have  fighting^'^ 
without,  yoii  have  feara  within  ;  but  **  my  ^^Ult#a 
is  aocomflUabed:^'  «M  batPe  4biight  the  gc^  'fi^t,^^ 
I  hav0^6ii]6h«d  myceniTae,  I  haie  kept  the  ftlith  i^*^ 
henoefoffth  there  is- (laid  up  for  me  *  a  crd#h  160^ 
rightecmnesa/^  .  fiksaed  be^  God^'-fiy  laH  fBt^mf'' 


V 
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in  vaivqatshed,  my  hat  atraggle  itf  omer:  I- ^are 
triumph  for  teiDpt«itioii  ^  and  have  come  ^ajf^ moire 
tbiKi  a  coBqiien^'  tbroAgh  him  that  has  •lowd*  me/ 
But  tbidf  bit)iig8  ta  my  mind  another  reaacm^we* 
haye<  W  rejoice  i»  his  departore;-  and  tfaat  w^  -  ^     ^ 
II.  The  woidd  to  which  he  ia  goda      * 
A   blessed    world  iiuked  ^^-a  gdedly  iand-^tbe : 
IMTomisedflaBdr^a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey 
— a  pefftct^'patadisei-^where  fiow  no  brfais-  not* 
thorns;  nothing  to  tnterrupt  our  progress,  or  wound 
oar  peaee  ;4~wheFe  weaball  not  be  subject  to  those 
painful seHsalions  of  hunger,  thirsty  and  coM;  nor 
need  •  any  ^suatenance  from  those  coarse  enfertahn* 
ments  wbich  here  inferior  creatures   yiekl  tfs;->-i 
where  our  Countenances  shall  never  gather  wrink lev { 
ni^ither^ottr  eyes  grow  dim  with  nge^  nor  bedtowned 
in  teara;  nor  our  lips  grow  cold;  nor  our  limbi. 
grow  fiHff ;  nor  our  speech  grow  faultering  $  nor  oitr 
bodies  have  in  theni  the  least  tendency  to  corrup* 
tioo  dr  decays  but  be  all  spiritual,  celeatial,  and 
glorious  ;^*«w here  our  life  shall  not  be  such  a  mfV» 
tufoof  hope  and  fear,   joy  rand  sorrow,   as  tusm  \ 
}t  is*;  hut^an^    uninterropted   enecesaioii    of  joy^ 
uaiversl^l;-^wheFe     tbepe     are    no    moile    hearts 
rending  partings    of  friend  frt>m  friend;  and  the 
voice' of?  weeping,*  lementation; '^nd  mourning,  is^' 
be«d  no<  more  at  aU;-^wbere  we  shall  'hav^  n^  > 
morovcaUfa^  .|o  «ymparthin8<  with  aufering  A'iends,  w 
la  mourn  over  the  dying  aild  the .  ckead  ;'^whem  * 
momdity,  which  is  th&  disgfade  of  all  yobhinaiy 
deligkrts,r  ^i^l  be*  switUowed  «ip  i  of  life>^<^here  we 
shatt*  never:  be  liable  to  weakness^  *  unenaioeas^  pt 
atapidiily,  nor  to  any  of  ^se  ^diseases  with  whiek 
vf^mfi'rUom  wpfm^md  ^^hteV'we  bhaQ  be^iliNfinJMm 


•U  tli<»e  teaipt»tio«»,  ^)Mc|^9riae  fnyfn  Ow^  wfa rt^ 
s««l?  ;---wliere  tliefe  ft^H  »^  0^9  W  cMma»  hi 

DO  eart)iKMM  i»  o^t  ^ffoetioiM,  ftO  UMiMilt  Hi  out 
passions  ;-i-wlMfa  ivfe  siidH  b^  pre$e»te4  '1o  Oodf 
«'  iirithout  (^K>t,  er  wntifcle;  or  My  sueh  «iiHig/'«~ 
wb^e  we.sbttU  sefVe  bifft  day  and  oigfat  in  bkl  leen 
p)Q,^«iid  never  rwt,  sn4  yt*  be  oever  tiredk  f*— w  ber« 
**  the  joy  of  tbe  Lord  will  be  our  strengtbv  -aikd  tbe 
l^bt  of  bis  eouBteii9iiee  be  beaJtb  to  aur  soitls»  aii4 
fRurrow  to  our  boaas ;''— -wbefe  we  shaU  '^  sit  dowt 
»eitb  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jaeob/'  tbe^  partriarehs^ 
piopHe<«,  apoatlesi,  and  martyrs ;  aod  paiPtake  with 
tban  in  (he  feiicki^Si  and  jo»ii  with  (bem  ia  the  se^ 
vioem  «f  <bat  gk^ions  kiogdofn  r^where  \Mf  kbtll 
join  ^'tb?  geaerad  asseip^y  aad  church  ef  the  firsts 
btQi;D»":iq  tbeir  navec^eadtng  Hallelujahs  :-^wherr 
tbe  efa{^<^  af  our  worahtp  will  be  evfi  present^  aii4 
nut  Qunda  fill^  with  his  glory  ;H-vh«»M  we.  aMI 
afSQciata  with  ^^  tbe  spirits  of  juat  idea  made  pc9» 
$^fc ;'U- where  we  shaUeonverse  uritb  aagiils.;  aadj 
which  ris  fpoca  thfliia  all,  where  we«hidl  see  Gpd;  b* 
traiiafori9pd  intO'  bia  imaget  and  be  satisfied  ^e^h 
hiaUkfipesai-^wbera  there  is  *^  fubies*  of  jey^end 
|4easttra9  far  eterviore  ;"--«whare  thet«e  it  iK^salieiy 
^thepre^Sftty  mk  saUqit^de  ftw  Che  fafurai*  iidj 
iapae  w^rd^  where  Blossodaosa  and  fitamity  «i^ 
iBsepaEably  itaited.  •     v  rf 

God  faifive  the  iflsperfedions  af  ibi^  dteesipi 
tH^ni  for  ^'  ey»  hath  04^  aeeb,  ear  hitb  aok^lMii^ 
iifithi^  hath  it  eatared  into  the  heict  eif  asatt-to 
€a»aaiv<t,  vhat  God  bath  kid  up  for  tbeih  Ihat 
Jat^.bUi.V    V  it  d«lh  aotyet  .appear* w bat ^rabUI' 


I^HK.:  J«0  ike  4^.^  9i  WiUs.  m 

h^}m^4ki^m^  ''4t»«i  tiMt  W%.«baU  be  li^^bimi 

Ihili  II  IWfc  Ciliri»tMin%  .ctoottghz/nafircy,.  in  our  s^^ 

llhRA^A  littibir^f  wliAt  it  is  to.  W^  God  ^witb  u$; 
Vut  to^lKi.>i4b  .Gad,  i^  a  IMic^y  .wbidbi  nooe  but 
t)tf«e.  wbp  blive  btten.c^^gfa^  up  into  tbf  tbird 
llMWeDp  ma  forpi  apy  adf^quate  i4ea  of^ — If  h^ 
whsw  deiybb  w€^  9fe  now  lamenting  (if  I  must 
%K^  *^9  whose  triumpb  we  are^nqw  Gelebcating)  { 
vb^  hath  oft^Q  .from  tb^s  pUca  enteptained  you 
^\iik  the  ''  clusters  of  {l&bcol/'  and  presented  you 
ifith.tbe  ^^  eamesU  and  lurst  fruits-'  of  your  future 
i||h#ritaBfie;-^if  be  were .  present,  and  would  un« 
^fijpik^  tbia  #ubje<;t«  bow  w^e  sbovld.^ll  b^og  upon 
l||i(i:Ii|ita!^^'— Com^t  bappy  sftirit!  if  tbou  canst 
t>ear^  s^  loAg.  s^Q  absence  from,  tbe  mansions  of 
gjl^HVf*  jCoie^  and  tell  us  some  of  tbe  peculiarly 
tf/^,  €iC;  tbat  jMate  and  world;  come,  and  tell  us 
afprs  oj[  tboie  tbi^gs  wbich  are  to  mortal  ey^ 
iiW»#iUef .  ^nd  •.  by  mortal  tongues  unnU;er8i>la 
-^1  tb^  are  n^kt  by  n^rtal  miads  iitterly  in« 
QftpquM^ab^ ;  fpme,  and  tell  us  wbat  it  is  to  ba 
wdi^Qod*  aiMd  bow  it  is.  tbat  thou  art.  not  over** 
ndHUkpfod  witb  tbe  dazsding  splei¥ik>urs  of  hia  priH 
^^fNM^it  poi«?,  «fid  giv^  some  cUarar  d#scrij|rtiQ»  of 
tiifMKB9r*  J^ruaalam>  and  «xpk|inito  ma  the  ''  goMea 
s^t%''  f^J'  gati^s  of  peasl;''  pome,  md  .tell  UA 
what  is  meant  by  that  strange  expressioa,  ^'  Tq 
Hi||^  tilHIt  ^^^V<^<Hx^^bi  wiU  I  grant  to  sit  with  nie  ih 
QOg^j^hmta;?  ^ad  wbat.  unkno^p  A^Jeaaedneas.  is  ia^ 
ti|p<^iipQAbat»mysteQoua.pr«yw, ''  I  in  thisrov  and 
Vjfi/fk  i%iiQft  titiat  they  m^y  be  made  peribat  m  oat ; 

^1^  •tbifc  tWCNMwfi^'  kofkYK  Abaft  tbou  JMpt*^Mt 

VOL.    II.  Q 
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me^  and  h^^t'Iovedl  tftwKii  ili  fdiou  rfatst  loVvA  wm/^ 
(John  xrH.i  3B.)*t     ^i*  '  ■  ■■"■Botit  iMwt  bM  ML 
The  laws  df  that  i»oM  ft>rbid.  tbeertd  ditol«se  iiB 
secrets*     Howef  er^  we  knav  Hp  mtioh  that  nve^  wool 
der  not  at  thifsajnngy"^^  if  ye.  leved  tne^  (jre  wbvUi 
rejoice^  hecausar  I  aaidy*  I  go  uMo:  the  -  tF^atfaer  .'^    '  ^  •  • 
*    But  though  weflmayr net  veiip/ifor'  hiios  -  we'*ni»T 
surely 'weep  foiT'Ourselvosi '  After  fchovloa^*  of -stick 
it  husband,  such  abrother^  such  a*  paatorv  svrehia 
friend)  would  dryeyes  becoflK^u9^    We'  daje  not 
campkiin :  the  dominiDir  of  God?  is  in  atl  thebe  etasab 
a  most  silenoing  consideratmn^  and  serv^  instead 
(Dfe  thousand  reasons  to  satisfy  and  ^cyutet  rm.'l.  In 
such  awful  providences,   Godas  it  trero »p|H9SffS/  io 
majesty,  and  proclaims  iiisalUsuffiitiencyi    .Jlunt  as 
in  the  heavens  he  sometimes  piesents  a  farigfat<staib 
whith   surprises  thb  world  with  its  AiMtod; lot  rs 
little  while,  and  then  suddenly  dis&|ifMi)s<:  4^tkm 
often  lights  up  a  lamp  in  his  temple  bece^belqw^  4*l4 
when  we  have  rejoiced  in  it  for. a  seasoo,  bn  estfin* 
goishes  it  again.    He  prepares  d^rtaln  itiatmsiheaiak 
ftirnishes  them*  with  many  excellent  gifts  aodgnKs^ 
calls  them  out  ^  actual  service^  ami  seems^tb  dMign 
them  for  eminent  useftilnesS  ;  when«-^l0i  b^  oofiMii 
and  r^moves^  f hem,  and  gives  the  -■  astonished  .world 
Io  know   timt  he  can  dispense   witk('all>  'an^itfvii 
either  formoithpr  bands  to  do  his  worki  qv  fiiKj^eute 
his  own '  desiirns  without  the  conourremee.  pf  j^jf 
RMtruttient  whatever.     Buch  a  choimi  ^emel  wm 
the  man  who^e  hm  «m  mourn  s-^a'  less  '  whf i^^Il  y^ 
are  not  so  senaibliattf  now,  ss  you  will  be'ib^reaftii^f 
when  ye  '^  shall  kdow  that  a  pr^p^^:b^•  bsMi 
Amcnfigyon.      ?    *  .    ^         •  r-,  i.  ^  i^- 

^   Were  tbie  a  proper  place  .and^  tisie  t«  MfSPCsHi 
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jny.  oiMT  TQsentmedt  of  this  «ieiaflcholy  providence, 

I  couU  iBOflft  81  acutely  adopt  the   lamentation  of 

j)a«idiovep  Jonathan :  ^^  I  am  distressed  for  thee, 

mif>  brofthers  *v^xy  pleMant   hast  thou  been    unto 

taie/^     III  ear  lives  we  ^ere  not    much  divided, 

either  as  tA  time  or  place  :  hoW  iar  vre  may  be  so  ia 

Mir  deaths,  He  only  knows,  in  whose  hands  are  our 

4imes  «nd'  our  breath.^^However,  if  I  indulge  my 

aflFtetion  for  a  dead  friend,  so  far  as  to  say  what  I 

tave  known  4of  his  doctrine,  manner  of  life,  purpose, 

ftflif,  charity,  patience,  and  the  end  of  his  conver* 

iMtiou  ;  -I  hope  I  may  easily  find  an  excuse.    Nor 

aball  fny  particular  regard  for  him  prompt  me  to  say 

any  thiog  but  the  '*  words  of  truth  and  soberness  -^ 

what*!  have  sufficient  foundation  for,  from  the  long 

istknfeHry  that  subsisted  between  ue,  and  more  paiv^ 

ticmlarlyfroDv  those  papers  he  has  left  behind  him, 

wbieh  evid^tly    discover    the   genuine,   growing 

Cliristian,  under  all  the  pressure  of  bodify  infirmities. 

He  appears    to  have    been  sanctified   from   the 

wbittb,  and  *^  walked  with  God'*  almost  as  soon 

as  he  could  t^alkat  all.     We  find  him  very  early 

m  life  devoting  himself  to  the  glory  of  God,  and 

Aesirhig  nothing  so  much  as  to  spend  and  be  spent 

in  the  'Service  of  the  Redeemer.      He  ^*  walked 

humbly,"    and  for  years    together  he  walked  so 

•*dos*ly,  with  God/'*  that  few  days  passed  in  which 

he-bds  not  recorded  some  special  transactions  be« 

Va^n  God  and  his  souh     For  a  considerable  time 

fere  laboured  under  great  temptations,  doubts,  and 

fi^rs ;  and  he  frequently  and  bitterly  lamentts  the 

'  ]Mwer  of  Unbelief :  but  at  length,  after  mentioning  a 

Bermon  he  had  heard  from  these  words,  ^*  But  God 

Sommetideth  his  love  towards  us/ in  that  while  we 

as 
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were  yet  sinners  Christ  died  for  us"  (Rem.  .v.  8), 
l^e  adds^  ^  I  bad  sych  ravishfing  yfews  of  my  Re^ 

*  defmer's  love    as  I  scarcely  ever  felt:    my  will 
/seemed  entirely  gWen  up  to  my  Lord  ;  and  I 'now 

*  find  ^p  happiness  but  in  lookihg  to  a  dyin^'  and 
'  glorified  Saviour.  I  have  for  a  few  days  past  found 
}  my  heart  more  taken  ofi*from  earth,  and  resolved 
^  for  heaven,  than  usual ;  and,  bles^sed  .be  God  !  I 
^  ^ave  felt  the  comfort  of  it.    I  find  that  where  there 

*  are  any  reserves,  or  unwillingness  to  |)art  with  every 
.*  thing  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  Redeemer,  there 
/  is  certainly  some  uneasiness  and  distress;  but  when 
'  the  whole  heart  is  given  up,  the  consequence  is 

*  "  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory." 

Very  soon  after,  occurs  this  remarkable  ob- 
servation, which,  especially,  considering  how  long 
ago  it  was  made,  is  higl^iy  deserving  our  notice: 
'  I  had/  says  he,  Vremarkable  fi^eedom  of  spitit 
/  in  devotion  this  morning :  I  hope  I  was  more 
/firmly  resolved  than  ever  to 'give  up  my  Wbole 
/  heart  to  God,  and  to  be  as'  religious  as  possible. 
^  The  generality  of   Christians    (as  it    hath  been 

*  with  myself)  are  too  apt  to  be  easy  under  very 
'  low  attainments  in  religion  ;  and  to  make  theoi- 

*  selves,  Mther  than  the  pure  word  of  God,  a  rule 
jMor  one  another:  may  my  gracious  God  grant 
^  that  I  nvay  be  striving  with  the  greatest  eagerness 
^  after  perfection  !  I  am  sensible,  the  more  holy  I 
/  grow,  the  more  happy ;  and  if  the  spirit  of  Chris- 
^  tianity  did  more  prevail,  we  should  i^ee  more 
^  cheerful  Christians.' 

\  1  am  afraid  of  being  tedious,  and  therefore  pass 
on  to  the  first  appearance  of  those  dreadful  symp- 
toms, which  afterwards  increased  so   much  upon 
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bim  that  he  was  "  id  deaths  oft/'  and  his  life  little 
better  than  a  series  of  disorders. 

*  Last  night/  s^ys.iie,  '  I  was  taken  with  spitting 
ofblpocji:  at  first  I  thought  part  of  my  lungs  was 
come  up.      This  circumstance   so  impresised  me 
with  the  frailty  of  my  nfiture,   that  I  was  engaged 
with  more  earnestness  and  importunity  than  ordi- 
nary  to  beg  of  God  to  fit  and  pre]pare  me  for  my 
.fijial  exit.  .  Reflecting  on  the  miseries  and  infirmi- 
.ti^s  which  attend  our  present  state,  and^theglo- 
rious.descriptions  which  the  word  of  God  gives  us 
of  the  heavenly  world,  the  thoughts  of  death  were 
far  more  desirable  than  life;    and  I  was  ready  to 
long.to  depart  and  be  wit;h  Christ.     However,  as 
God  has  been  pleased  to  makie  me  an  instrument 
of  cioing  some  service- in   the  church  already,  and 
mi|;bt  have  more  for  me  to  do,  I   was  willing  to 
wait  bis  time ;  and  niade  it  my  earnest  prayer  to 
Qod,  that  for  me  to  live  might  be  Christ ;  and  to 
die,  gain. — -^Lord,    refine  my  soul,   and  make  it 
more  meet  for     the   sublime'  enjoyments  of  the 
world  of  happy  spirits  ;  and  then  take  me  to  thy- 
self,  when,  and  where,  and  how  thou  pleas^st.* 
',   And  afterwards,  whfen  bis  life  was  in  some  dan* 
ger,»  hei  says :  *  I  hope  I  am  so  resigned  to  the  will 
f  of  God,^  as  not  to  baover-^solicitous  what  may  be 

*  the  event.  May  my  soul  be  dressed,-  and  then, 
f  Come^  Lord  Jesus,  whenever  thou  pleaseat.  The 
Mnterest  of  :thy  cbiirch  is,  I  hope,  the  strongest 
f  motive  to  engage  me  to  be  detained  from  thine 
^  embrace.     M^y.I  do  wHat,  I  can  white  my  life 

♦  continues  !  I  hav^^b^eo  a  most  unworthy  creature, 
'  and  al^u^aed  my  "privilegeil  and  advaiitBges  ;  but  I 
f  i}y  tQ  that  Fountain  which  cleanses  from  all  sin/ 
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The  frequent  returns  of  those  violent  bytrfptdids 
must  qecessarily  have  weakened  Iiisy»>Dstittitfoil,  biHl 
rendered  the  services  of  the  pulpit  peculiarly  diActitt 
and  painful ;  and  we  cannot  w^nd^  if  bi^  poBKc 
performances  were  not  so  frequi^nt,  so  long,  and  so 
lively,  as  usual.  He  was  sensible  of  this  himself 
and  greatly  lamented  it : — 

'  This  day/  says  he^ '  I  declined  preaching  on 

*  the  account  of  my  disorder,  which  I  tfaotight 
'might  be  greatly  increased  by  it;  and  the  per- 
^  suasion  of  my  people  induced  me  to  it.  I  hope  I 
^can  truly  say,  that  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  eue 
^  that  I  thus  relax,  but  with  expectation  that  I  may 

*  be  better   fitted  for  future  service.     Silent  Sab- 

*  baths,  if  it  should  please  God  t6  multiply  them, 

*  would  be  my  greatest  grief.  Oh  it  is  delightful 
Mo  be  spent  in  the  service  of  such  a  Master!*— 
And  a  little  after  ho  adds :  ^  Under  sui  apprehefusion 

*  that    my  disorder   was  likely  to  prove  mortal,  I 

*  made  my  most  ardent  supplications  to  thie  Thfone 

*  of  Grace,  that  I  might  be  in  a  prepared  postufe  to 

*  meet  my  last  summons,  and  that  I  might  behave 
^  with  the  calmness  and  compo^ur^  of  a  Christiaii 

*  in  the  views  of  eternity.     I  prayed  earnestly  for 

*  my  people,  and  my  family,  that  God  would  gra-* 
'  piously  provide  for  them,  if  he  should  please  to 
^  take  me  off.' 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  a  life  thus  spetrt  m 
close  communion  with  God,  and  constiaiit  hear 
views  of  death,  must  needs  be  comfortaibte  to  him- 
self, though  his  great  and  increasing  disorder^  pre* 
vented  it  from  being  so  useful  to  otHei^.  Whed  1 
came  to  him  the  evening  before  he  died^  I  found 
bim  in  just  the  same  sitUatioa  as  I  have  represented 


him  to  yott  Av^^^eifi  4Nt  he. w^.  Bff  ]ilear^)lomfl ;.  cpn- 
tai^te4  t9f ii w^fjbvt  vrllU^g  to  /iie» .  Wb^a .  1^ desired 
me  jtQ'Cff^r.ii^p  .3  ,few.  p^tjtipnp  ^r  bjiai.^jGaft  bejiad^ 
Mt«tr6ngtli;to.p]ray,foc.Ui^^elO,  be^never  iatioiated 
tbe  li^^t  desire  of  U£»,  bat.,Qt4y  '..t|;i^t  fi^tb  ^d  pa- 

*  tieoce  might  bold  out ;  that  be  mi^ht  not  be  oveN 

*  come  in  this  last  conflict,  and'  ($i^  he  expressed  it) 
^  ()&  ahjpwrepHed  $q  tteur  hoiqe/ , . , 

He  .w%8  jail  tbe.S[atUrday,  walking  through  the 
valley  Mpf  the  shadow  of  death;  in  which  hispaina 
were  fs^  violeot,  that , he.  once  aaid,  ^  he  was  afraid 
bis.bpaveuly  Father,  was  displeased  with  bim ;'  ba^ 
uponit^f^  putJn.mind,  that  ^*  whom  tiip^I^rd 
lotpBtb^  he  chasten^^b ;.  and  scoijirgeth  eveiv^  spn 
whom.  he> receivetb/'  he  said,  'That  was  a  cc^ 
foctabrie  thought :  and  added,  '^  let  patience  have  bor 
perfeqt  ^0rk/' ' — After  this  he  said  littje  :  his  diiSi- 
cuUy  ef  breathing  increased  fast  upoq  hipa  ;  till^,  at 
Jerigtbi  Death  pitying  his  distress,  opened  .bis.ga^ea 
'-^nc)  b^  flew  away  to.glory, 

I  eotildi  most,  compasi^ioaately  bear  a  part  \n  tbq 
jeommoiji  grief.  >  Biit  it  would  ill  becoqie  our  sub- 
,|C|ft|'W4)ich  leads  me  xather  to  suggest  to.you  the 
coiwila|:ion9  ^.Go4*  i  Shall  we,  th^n,  ^e  cast;  fjowa 
at  hiStad^anp^oieDt'?  Shall  it  be  a  moMrnfjul  9p^C'* 
lacJe,  ,t9  behold  a  faithful  saint  .with  a  lively  ^ope 
breathing  out  his  soul   into  the  arms  <^f  bis ^r^.ciou^ 

Bif  t  J^^wi^l  n^t  opeg  y^ur  wounds  afresh..— Iqste^d 
qf  compj^jning.  under }  the  hand  of  God ;  and  te- 
glj^tti^  the  loss  of  that  cqrafbrt  and  assistance 
wbicty  you  have  .refceived  from  (he  prayers,  the 
car^^  counsel,  and  example,  of  our  deceased  friend, 
**be  ye  also  followers"  of  him:  ^^htt,  your  feith 
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and  dependence  be  more  vigorouely  ^  extraiaedi^n 
'  Hitn^  who  is  the  father  of  the  fetherless,  the»]|el|fP 
.of  ^he  helpless,  and  the  widow's  GDod;aod  who 
is  not  bound  to  the  use  of  creature  conireyaneea 
for  the  administration  of  his  strength  aod  consola-r 
(ions. 

*  I  cannot  conclude  without  one  word  to  this  now 
.  destitute  congregation. — You  have  lost  a  friend  who 
naturally  cared  for  your  souls ;  who  longed  for.  you 
^U  in  the  bowels  of  the  Lord  Jesus^  and  had  your 
truest  interests  always  upon  his  heart.    Some  proofs 
of  thitf  I  have  produced  already,  and  his  papers  fuh 
.nish.me  with  a  great  many  more  :  but  you^need  aot 
..that  any  should  testify  of  him,  for  ye  know  after 
what  manner  he  was  wkh  you  at  all  seasons,  serv^ 
ing  the  Lord   with   many  tears.     I  ^nd  him  fre- 
quently setting  apart  days' for  private  fiasting  and 
.humiliation  ;  in  which  he  laments  his  being  so-  fre- 
quently ^disabled  from  public  service  as  one  of  the 
greatest  burthens  of  his  life ;  and  ceases  not  to  make 
Bienlion  of  you  always  in  his  prayers ;  and  perhaps 
was  spreading    your    particular   cases   before    l^e 
Lord,  and  wrestling  hard  for  a  blessing  upon  yott 
and  yours,  at  the  very  time  when  you  were  ready 
to  think  yourselves  neglected  by  him.    He  remarks 
>t'with  peculiar  satisfaction  and  thankfulness,  when 
h^.  has  observed  any  of  you  more  than  ordinarily 

attentive  and  affected ;  and  never  fails  to  add  hit 

» 

earnest  prayer  that  the  impression  might  be  last^ 

J  But  I  hasten  to  the  last  observation  b^  over 
wrote,  which  refers  to  the  last  sermon  he  ever 
preached:  it  was  from  these  words,  '^And  the 
Lord  Mid  unto  the  servant^  Go  out  into  the  hi^h-s 


'ivapffe^YKl  hed|g|9Eii  »ii4' compel  them  .to.  come  im'' 
:  (|iQ4texiv.'£d:)  By  tbe  account  of  it  which^he  has 
ieft  bebind  hifOv  I4md  he  delivered  his  last  message 
'with  more' than  common- freedom  add  earnestness. 
IVkereis  Mmething  in  the  conclusion  of  it  so  pecu- 
liarly solemn,  that  I  know  not  how  to  pass  it  by 
IQ'  ^lenoe;  and  God  Almighty  grant,  that .  its 
coming  in  tbis  ma&ner  as  it « were  from  tbe  grave, 
may  give  it  an  additional  solemnity  and  success  ! 

♦  M*  know  not'  (says  he,  and  you  well  remember 
the  ferirour  with  which  he  spoke  it)  ;  *  I  know  not 
\  how^  I  <can  better  improve  this  subject,  than  by 
^  using  my  endeavours  to  compel  sinners  to  accept 
•of  the.  gracious  and-  generous  invitations  of  tbe 
^Gospel.  Oh,  no  longer  withstand  the- kind  pro- 
'  posalsofyour  Saviour,  and  the  offers  of  his  grace. 

♦  Lay  down  your  weapons ;  put  away  the  evil  of 

♦  your  doings ;  cease  to  do  evil,  and  lekrn.  to  do 
f  well : .  aQd,  under  a  deep  sense  of  your  guilt,  fly- to 
<  Christy  as  your  only  refuge.  I  entreat  you,  in  the 
^'Bame  of  God,  to  repent,  and  forsake  your  evil 
^»ways.  I  entreat  you,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
\  te  eeme  and  partake  of  that  plentiful  provision, 
^' which,  in  the  Gospel,  he  has  made  for  perishing 
f  sottlsw  Iconjuieyou,  by  all  that  is  solemn  and 
^aacred;  by  the  terrible  threatening^  of  the  )aw, 
^aml  the  sweet  promises  of  the  Gospel ; — I  conjure 
Syou^by  tbe  terrors  of  a  giiilty  conscience,  by  the 
^  agonies /  of  death,  by  the  powers  of  the  world  to 

♦  come,  by  the  joys  of  heaven,  aqd  by  the  terrorsi 
^  .of  hell ;— I  -beseech  you,  by  tbeHove  of  God,  by 
l;|tbe  con>passioos  of  a  Saviour;  as  you  value  the 
K  peace  and  weliare  of  your  souls ;— I  pray  you,   in 

♦  Christ's  stead,  Bcs  ye  feconciled  to  God.    Finely, 
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*  I  caH  hetiven  mid  barth  to  Witness  this  clay,  I  h(SLV€ 

*  set  before  you  life  find  death.  Oh  that  you  would 
^  choose  Itfe !  Meth4nik8  I  know  not  how  to  part 
^  with  you'witfeoUtgaining  my  point/ 

"  And  did  he^  my  friends,  did  he  part  with  you, 
without  gaining  his  point?  Ob,  Sirs!  how  could 
yda  withstand  sUch  pressing  solicitations!  How 
could  you  find  it  in  y<lur  hearts  to  refuse  bisQ  ?  What 
excuses  could  you  moke  to  put  binv  off?  Perhaps 
the  s^Bie  that  Felix  made  to  Paul :  ^'  Go  thy  way 
for  this  time ;  when  I  have  a  more  convenient  seasoii 
I  will  sei»d  for  thee/'  But,  you  see,  God  and  sal* 
vaiion  are  net  to  be  trifled  with :  you  refused  to 
))ear  him  then,  and  you  shall  never  hear  bini  more  ! 
Remember,  therefore,  I  beseech  you,  how  you  have 
received  end  heard  ;  and  hold  fast,  continuing  in 
those  things  which  ye  have  learnt ;  and,  now  that 
he  must  break  the  bre'dd  of  life  to  you  no  more^ 
gather  up  the  fragments  that  remain,  that  nothing 
be  lost :  pray  eatnestly  for  the  Comforter,  which  i^ 
the  Holy  Ghost,  to  ^  teach  you  all  things,  and 
bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance'^  whatsoever 
be  hath  said  unto  you.  It  is  remarked  of  the  dis*^ 
ciples  of  Johu^  that,  as  soon  as  they  heard  ofhitf 
death,  they  went  find  tcJid  tJesus :  shall  I  recommend 
their  example  to  you,  as  worthy  your  imitation  ? 
You  cannot  apply  to  a  better  friend.  In  the  dayt 
of  his  flesh,  it  is  said  of  him,  that  ^^  when  he  saw" 
the  multitudes,  he  was  moved  with  compassion  on 
them,  because  they  fainted,  and  were  scattered 
dbroftd  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd  /'  and  we  are 
assured  that  heaven  has  not  Abated  the  tender-^ 
ness  of  his  nature,  or  caused  him  to  be  less  affects 
ed  with  the  infirmities  of  ours.      Go,   therefore^' 
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dnd  tdll  Jesufs  of  your  loss :  tell  him  what  a  breach 
this  tnela&choly  providence  has  made  itf>  ycMir 
church  ; — tell  him  how  your  hearts  tremble^bntke 
ark  of  God; — ^and  pray  to  him,  as  be  is  Lord  ^^f  ihe 
harvest,  that  he  would  send  forth  a  faithful  Is^urer 
into  this  part  of  his  vineyard^  who  shall  be  ^^  a  work«^ 
man  that  needeth  net  to  be  ashamed  f'  one  who 
shall  ^^  rightly  divide  the  word  of  truth/'  and  ^give 
to  every  one  his  p6rtioh  in  due  season/' 

**  Now  the  God  of  all  patience  and  con8olatioi| 
grant  you  to  be  like  minded  on6  towards  an« 
other,  according  to  Christ  Jesus :  that  ye  may  with 
one  mind,  and  with  one  mouthy  glorify  God,  evea 
the  Father  ol* our  Lord  Jesus  Christ/'    Ameo; 


'    •! 


».    '         ' 
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VREACHED  BBBORS  JkN  ASSEMBLY  OF  MINISTERS, 

BPU)   AT  EXKTEft,  MAT,  1755. 


Hebrews  xiii.  17. 

¥oT  they  watch  far  your  souls  ^  as  they  that  tntist  give 

account. 

m 

*  .  _  i         i  •  '  • 

TfiK  very  mention  of  a  future  judgment  carries 
a  sacred  solemnity  with  it,  gives  an  air  of  impor- 
tance to  every  subject  that  is  connected  with  it, 
and  disposes  us  to  receive  every  intimation  of  duty 
with  meekness  and  faith.  Should  the  heavens  open, 
and  the  transactions  of  that  day  immediately  com* 
mence ;  should  we  ^^  see  the  Soq  of  man  coming  in 
the  clouds  of  heaven,  with  power  and  great  glory," 
attended  by  thousands  of  angels,  and  ten  thousands 
of  his  saints  ;  should  we  see  the  throne  erected,  and 
tbe  jucjge  jn  awful  majesty  seated  thereon;  and 
should  ,o.ur  names  be  among  the  fir^t  that  were 
called  qpon  to  give  an  account  of  our  stewardship; 
and^bQuId,  ampng  other  things,  the  improA^ement  of 
this  opportunity  be  parjticularjiy  inquired  Into  (as  it 
certainly  yfi\\);  wb?t  acqount  would  you  wish  to 
give.qfi.t?.  In  what  manner  would  you  choose  to 
have  the. proceedings  of  this  day  recorded  in  the 
book  of  reqaembrapce  ?  .  .: 

Under  the  deep  impression  of  such  ^entimento 
91^  tbese^  I  would  hope  the  following  disicoucse  will 
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meet  with  a  farou'rable  reception  ;  and  Chis  6our  be 
so  usefully  filled  up,  that  we  may  recollect  it  with 
pleasure,  andgire  au  account  Qf  it  with  joy. 

I  will  not  take  up  a  moment  of  your  time  in 
ccttfcai  ioquiri^,  raa^<{uestiiDafal  that  li^iil^ter  strife 
rather  than  edifying:  itr  is^suificietrt  to  observe, 
that,  among  the  excellent  duties  which  the  Apos-. 
tie  had'  been  recommending*  as  the  fruit  of  faith, 
he  comes  to  jthose  which  people  owe  to  their  former 
and  present  pastors.  With  respect  to  those  that  are 
'^  fallen  asleep  in  the  Lord,''  he  thus  exhorts  them': 
^^  Remember  them  which  have  the  rule  over  you, 
who  have  spoken  to  you  the  word  of  God :  whose 
fidth  fi>llow,  considering  the  end  of  their  coftv^r- 
satipn.''  (ver.  7*)  And  having  enlarged  upon  this, 
and  recommended  and  enforced  it  from  other  to* 
pics,  he  proceeds,  in'  the  verse  in  which  our  text 
is,  to  remind  them  of  their  duty  to  their  present 
ministers. 

If  I  had  intended  this  discourse  for  you,  whose 
souls  ministers  are  to  watch  for,  the  former  part  of 
ibis  verse  would  have  suggested  several  very  impor- 
fant  considerations :  *  '^  Obey  them  which  have  the 
rule  over  you,  and  submit  yourselves."  Obey  them, 
not  as  lords  over  God's  faeriti^e,  but  as  example 
to  the  fiock  ;  not  as  temporal  princes,  but  spiritual 
guides,  .l^ceive  them  as  ambassadors  for  Christ, 
and  revere9C<s  in  them  the  authority  of  their  divine 
Master.  They  presume  to  make  no  laws  of  their 
own,  but  only  explain  and  enforce  the  laws  of 
Cbi^st :  and  as  far  as  they  do  so,  they  may  demand 
pjbedience,  and  submission  ;  and  eyery  instance  of 
dmwpeet  and  contempt  offered  to  them,  is  an  af- 
fiom.  to.iGod.    As  o\iT  Saviour  has  •e:q>rei^«d   i% 
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^He  tkaC  dMpisetb  you,  dwpiietfa  bm;  and  be  that 
dM|i^itetiiti]ie,  despiseth  4iim  that  sent  me.^ 

But  aa  I  am  aow  called  qpon  to  adiiveaa  myaalf 
0101^  iitunediateiy'  to  those  viho  liav6  the  ?oLa  over 
50U,'  the 'middle  clause  is  mora  auitsible^tO'OVr  frtRw 
pose  c  ^^  For  th^y  tratefa  for  your  SMila,  to  tlleyuthst 
Hmsf  giire  aoeowDt/'  In  wbioh  we  havevi  •' 
..  ].  The  tDinislerial  oSce  dtaeribed'^-MewfeAiN^  ^ 

*  II,. The  grand  motive  to  fideKty  and  diligetoM 
in    the  'discharge  of    it — m  they  that  mmM    giM 

*  ].  The  ministerial  office  described; 

'  And  that  in  a  manner  that  shows  the  importance 
and  difficulty  of  it.  It  appears  to  be  a  laboritius 
and  painful  employment,  and  requires  affection, 
patience,  and  fidelity,  in  him  that  undertitk^sit.  He 
is  called  a  ^'  watchman  :''  he  is  to  watch,  not  for  ap« 
plause,  not  for  profit,  not  for  power  ;  far  other  and 
ftr  nobler  views  has  the  spiritual  watchman-*~he 
watches  for  souh.  Wstching  implies  tianger :  hatch- 
ing for  souis,  implies  that  there  are  enemies  lyii^ 
in  wait  to  devour  and  destroy  them.^-^And  surely  I 
veed  not  stay  to  prove  this.  Every  one's  obsa*va« 
tton,  every  one's  experience,  will '  abundantly  con* 
firm  the  melancholy  truth.  Never  were  souls  nearer 
perii^hing;  never  were  those  objects  of  compassfdn 
morenubierous ;  never  was  there  a  louder  call  upon 
the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  be  watchful,  and 
strengthen  the  things  which  remain,  that 'nine  veady 
to  die:  infidelity  and  profiineness  never  ran  in  a 
wider  chantael,  never  rushed  in  a  mbre  imp^tcrbfiA 
torrent,  than  at  present.  Never  was  refigimi  Mdrh 
centroveMed  t  ;tiever  was  it  less  practised.    Mitt- 


I 

tioutness,  m^  throMgh^aa  avtrafioii  t^ioiyilewMp 
bave  fun^^^itiigr  froip-.  godliMM.     An4>eMe«^  wiling 

m  ^kctm^ily  disgtii$6d'tb^iiMi¥«6  tbut  we.  sear«dlf 
know  where  to  find  theiii)>-'I  say,  fti»o«f^  Christiaiis 
IkenMeUeSy  what  a  erinmial  languor  aird  coldnest 
prevails !  what  a  cowardly  Symbolizing  with  (be 
eiiflt^c>nii<^f  the  w*i>rtd,  l^t  their '^«f>eeeb  should  be- 
wray ibeifi,''  and  they  should  be  poi»t6d  at  for 
saints ! — And,  Sirs,  do  not  your  eyes  affect  yoar 
hearts?  Can  you  see  '^ydur  brother  have  ne«d, 
and  shrut  up  the  bowels  of  yoiir.^x)mpassioi]b'fi^ni 
btm  ?''  How,  then,  ^^dweUeth  tkeloveof  God  ia 
you  ?**  J       .  .     .    . 

Bui  I  wiU  not  anticipate  X9\^^t  will  more.aatu^ 
lall^^pc^ui:  QfudM.^fCNDa  o|ie  or.  otb^r  of  th^e  IbUowt 
log.  parl;iculaEs ;  14.  which  i  propose  bnefiy  to  show^ 
H9W  this  watohfulness  diKoyers  .it^lf;  or,  Iq 
whai  respects  a  faithful  miai^r  wiatcbaa  for  tho 
souls  othU. people.     Anc^  tbf s  Jia  dofes, 

L  JialiJa.pQbli€.a^iaistratiaQS>   .  ,         . 

ii^^a«v@ro^n,t^s^tfaie  pulpit  bMt.^^j^h  this  e^bq^taR 
tioo  stipi^[^  i/^prf ^d  upoA iii»i be^xt.;  '^  Take  hfed 
onto . t)[^p^  m^  uato.'  thy  4fif trim :  poijyti w« .  i^ 
^w-^.c^oV  ^*«  ^i'  itl^9ni?b^tJ!?qtj3i#ave^hyarit 

l||p^,^pia^  ,t^ia  ^uditjvy^  ii%  .fancies,  f hem 

Cfjr^fig  fia.iiupEii^  as  the  acq,  p^  jMafiedooia,. !'  GgiOM  - 
aac^i^^^us,^'' ^  tbi^elipre  fijili;  ut^^jtb^e  preoipUA 
a|9a;\^pj(f^.jD^Vii^idleamuwn^  ypp4p$t^i|»]^ 

sfwi^^tjlf^^^^t  .in  deciaring  *»  them  ",^  WJM«i 
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^^  jCo  open  their  ^yes,  and  to  tura  them  fjron  did^ 
M9»  tQ  iigbty  and  from  th^  powier  of  Sftaa  "Vnifiai/^ 
(iV«t8  uivu  18.).  SQ«ijetia^9  be  p»io|ft...the  ^pi99^ 
a^ks  guiit  iH^d  .wretch«(iQe8s  of  fallan .  o)^  iArnWdi 

gk>omy,  biM;,n«turaI,,colom9,  tbat  CoQWifV^e,  Qtllp 
itincedof  tbefcUal  r€wmbl4n<%t  cjrifsaut  V  QwiMiiciir 
«i  Vian  tliat  I  a^il.  who  sb^Jl  .^elivpr:,  m^V'  JkJt 
#th^  timei^he  caUs  io  all  tt^  tbvindsra  i^C.Mp^Vi 
^ai.ta.bi8aast9tani}e:  ''  lifts  .up  bis^^voifeilikeAitqim^ 
yet;"'  ''criea  aloud,  aod  i|>areat t qqt ;"  ''.V^w.ubM 
|lieo[Me  their  trans^ressioos,  and  the  house  of  Jec^ykt 
a^iv  8ID8;"  aiid  displays  the  terrors  of  tbe  Lord.m. 
fincb.  forinidable  arcay,  that  the  sioner,  pricked  t9,4th|i 
b^art^  falls  dawn,  and,  treioblingt.  qries  ofit^  ^^  What^ 
abslLldoto  be  saved?''  While  D9  others,  ^^bofv 
nUnds  are  tender,  and  susceptible  of  more  ^ii4i[<Hlk 
•entiments  and  impressioqs,  he  repie^fits^  jm  tl|^ 
noBt  ^liable  and  engaging  lights  the  go^dnesMQld. 
mercy  of  God,  the  condescension  and  love  iif',,il^ 
Redeemer,  and  the  unsearchable  riches. of.  Gopfwl. 
grace  ;  and  with  these  cords  of  love  4i?ws  so  6Weet«^, 
ly,  and  yet  so  powerfully,  that  the  imili^  c4f^iiKft«j[|k 
with  the  {^easing  constraint,  readilj;^  yielfia,rl)Pii 
iiays,  ''Draw  me,  O  Lord,  and  I. will  riW/f^itW 
thee/'  He  solicitously  watch^  jthe  .^dSfec^  .^  e^Miy 
ad/dresa  of  this  kind^  and  jrejoices.  whap  im  ^^  i^ftt^ 
guy  tiaae  set  home,  like  ^'a  nail  fastened  j«, A  Wf9 
place,"  by  the  Master  of  as^aieinblies,^  .  .  ,-.  «  m  ^. 
Not  that  he  confines  his  preai;hing.;e9tirfly.*jfi 
these:  like  ''a  workman  that  needeth.ii^^  Itl^^ 
ashamed,''  he  rig^ly  divides  the  word  c4*#Vtb»4ip<k 
gives  to  every  noaa  hia  portion. iq  di^  WtlRIW  1  iiii 
marks  with  pleasure  the  pi^gces3  ff  grpviii^ilSli**^ 
tiant)  aad  takes  every  opportunity  tp  aiH<t>iMrii|iH 
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wwd  them.  He  iDakes  it  his  busioew  to  aet}afiitit 
hiflWrif  with  their  particular  doubts,  temptari^ns, 
afid  dhtfitMsi  and  iotrodue^s  subjects  that  will 
Itefltott  Hhely -to  a|Gbrd  tliem  satisfaction  iod  sttp^ 
pdrt.  Whefe  afty,  through  the  wMkaess  of  graee« 
Of  the  Vfotenee  and  surprize  of  temptation,  hm^ 
Mlee  from  their  stedlhstuess,  and  are  waad^rmg  hr 
•lie  destnictiri  masel  of  sin  and  felly;  ht  doeH 
wrt  presientfy  kate  them  to  perish,  and  that  without 
Wtme^y^  bat,  like  the  mah  In  the  parable,  who  teft 
ilie  ninety  and  nine  rn  the  wildemtos,  he  '^geeth 
•fttfr  tlmt  which  is  lost,  until  he  find  it ;  atid  wh<$a 
lie  h«th  taufld  it,  he  layeth  it  on  his  shoulders  re« 
jQfcitig/'  With  equal  diltgenee  the  ftiithftil  tninia*' 
lif  seeks,  and  with  edjual  pleasure  accoft^pKshes, 
Hkm  reoorery  of  the  backslider. — Nor  does  be  think 
the  laadlte  df  his  flock  heneath  his  noticef.  Tfaif 
charge  to  Peter  ^^feed  iky  lambs,'*  is  fresh  in  hit 
Hemoffy  ;  aiid  he  has  suflfoient  warrant  for  his  co»- 
4ntt  in  the  exai!l!^}e  of  his  Maater,  who  caused  lit* 
tie  ehfMren  to  %e^  brought  to  him,  and  took  them 
«p  in  his  aUfns,  and  blessed  them :  he,  therefore^ 
hoMs  out  to  thenr  ^'  the  sincere  milk  of  the  worM  ;'^ 
etid  grifcdges  riot  'his  time  and  pains,  in  giving  them 
**  Hfte  npon  Kne,  and  precept  upon  precept,  here  h 
liltio  and  there  a  little,^'  as  they  are  able  to  Bear  it. 
And  thns  be  eomes  to  his  ptople  in  ^Mhe  fdloMii 
of  the  blessing  of  the  Oospel  of  pedce/'-^He  doM, 
indeed,'  M&nr  in  the  w0rd  and  doctrine.  He 
sMdies  ^find  out  acceptable  words,  not  so  much 
M^fleissrArear,  bot  to  mend  the  heart:  andhfe 
JMfer  €bft^  down  ftooi  that  sacred  place/  but  hte 
ein  ivlilf  ^,  '"^I   preach  not  myself,  but  Chri«' 

▼ot.   II.  R 
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9.  Inhib  private  ^ionx^^rtartfon.'  *  •  ^^,7ii--i.  \ 
HecmnotdaitiifyiiiBwetf  With  gaieoal  addre^ses-^ 
which  are  generally  disregarded  ;  but,  Hke  a»ftiM%« 
fill  riiapfa€»d,  'KKsks'-nveH  to  «he9idf(^iJQf'*'hk  fliAik^ 
and  -acqiiAintai'liimtlf'  with  illie*  chafaoliep  aiMkfcir^ 
cumstance  of  every  soul  committed  tobts^iffare.- 
fiis' wbofe  mm  and  -dsaigii^  is/ neefoliiMa  7  wfaaC  he 
longsdbris,  tosee  ^^(CfaAst  iwmdd  in-ilb^m;'' audi 
lie  has  QO  greater  joy;  It  is,  as  •  ft-  were,  his  rvefy^ 
life,  -to-  see  them  staad  fcot  in  the  Lord^  Bm^ignfw* 
m  fvaee,  aad  improve  under  bn  instmcttolia :  *«hA 
lAierefoie •  be  (eachea,  not  only  publicly,  'bot  **  (mm 
hoaoe  to  bouse :''  is  ^^  instant  in  seaseo,  and  out  d( 
aeaaoa;*  reproving,' rebuking,  ei^horting,  wilbw  alft 
leng^^itHering  and  doctrine."  (sTim.  iv.  9.)  •  Jiei 
talks  d'.  God's  rigbteouanesa  ail  the  day  long,  «iti4 
tiakes  known  the  gk>rioua  majesty  of  bis^hiagdiiiii^ 
and  is  an  >^  example  to  tlie  beUevers^  in  worrd^^'te 
eoDTeraation,  in  charity,  in  spirit,  in  fiiith,  in  puriu 
ty/^  (1  Tim.  iv.  12.)  Hia  visits  ape  net  oierel^i  tb 
peas  an  hour  in  trifling  and  impertinent  conven»- 
tion :  •  he  brings  salvation  to  the  koose  be  entem/  atfdl 
enforees  Ms  p«iblic  diaoourses  with  close  and  parttedi 
kr  application.  Like  a  ^  soiibe  well  in^traewd  im 
tbe%ingdom  at  God,'*  he  ^'iMwgs  out  of  his'treau 
aore  things  new.  and  old ;''  aad  always  :lea9iee;.«be 
foaspanj  plMsed  a«d  iastracted*  -•  In  imitatioo  of 
bfS'divioe  JUadtery  be  is*  meek  and  lowly  t  lAYite^ 
the  w^ary  qnd  heavy  ladeii  >to  •coiae-tohimv  Md 
oftengeea  himaelf  to  them ;  nnd«  by  his  <ff0iMe  aad 
eandeMending^  behanoaff,  encourages*  the*  baiMbI 
aoul  m4i$aovtf  itsvsecaet  bitrtheoir;  ^fid*tb«f),«^Mriift 
a  geliefous  te&dertiessv  poiifs  wine  ind  ^tAh  ibtdirtM 
bleeding  wound — comforts    those  that    mourn  is 


Zioo*^gi ves  them  * '  bmmty  fop  «shfify « apd>  iftie  )oil  of 
^^fmf TbBVLimagj  aod^  tli&f[armQiit<  «f  pcai w-foriihe 
aflmtoi  htatvipcBft/'  •  •        >>^  .  ^  >'    j:  < 

riBift -iMwmiM'iheg^MfeaTe  to -conekklQilibiaiipaitaf 
the 'ttiinatiyialfiitoty  ifentb  ttipaMflge  Aoaiia  vcpyiira^*^ 

itatorbHy^leiadm&itot'CQhistdelribe  fmople  ef  lour^re^ 
apeotive  coogv^tions  in  *  a  nearer  aodinore'  inters 
eBtiqgipwntPof  4ight;»*«-enFen  as  a^  ceftoln  porti^in  ibi 
tittie  feUotW^travellam  tlu1>ilgh<liiia  joiirbfiy  of  hno^aiii 
life^t  comiiiit^d  to  ourea»by  the  a^Hpoininreirt  otf 
SroYid^Roe,  .aspeciaily  entrusted  to  us  for  kttneedoov^ 
ifi»i%laiiiee,^a»d  ieoosolsttiQia^  Wheo  <wft  itri^woeoK 
|^pl^\8i  ,titis  nelv  and  endoariog  Mlatio»tnfl»;de^* 
|mdij|gifOn.i»forTiiifitriietioa,  whan  igoMaM^ifani 
h#w  :!9hfeQ  •inidiati^Bs^ti  for  co^inforty  mkenihofmeA 
40wbr9^h)&onrDW*^W4i  «iuM  fate  YeffyJMenaibley  if 
V€^M^o>  not*  fitel  at  new  £k) w  of .  good*iiiin .  towajid^ 
i^my  a 4itnmg  mciiiiatioa  to  eater  into  their i  coxjt^ 
<^mi8^<ta.takie  tbeur. pallia  an4  feelings  uponiUBi  af)4 
to,  watf^hi  for  opportunitiea  of  doing  thami  goodw 
What  t^Ottgb. kind;  offii^aa.  asEioog  jtheoii ahoMkl  taba 
yi$  tamnb  tixn^i^  oequiie .  much.  p|iin9»  -  pat:  u^  tol 
BiQcb  raal .  t rou  bk .  «nd  -i  aet>n Y)»oi«noe»  jah  >  mi  4)i£ 
miny  ag^eabte^'Mnbaameiitei^  tod  greatly  interrupt 
MigHtfuLahdibsefiil  iBftmliiM  i  Mnaeof  ^utj/i^^lov^ 
^  CMJA  pe^plfi  f and  >.  thai  pleaalire^  of  ilbii^  good^ 
tyJU  rroOdh^eiiia  t(r.^li  thAs^  bartl^hipsw  >.Ia  tbA 
mrang^ii^jifif^^Mtordsp;  the  maAauringjof  peri^a^^xttia 
^^iMMi^iagiOfJ^  ,w  'eri»0bj«t9ringt'our  <m^ 
^Pds^^^^itbf  tJbe  dbiaeatjaaatiiaaiitsi.  m  laaspfoyi? 
^MtoC  €K]^aai  dignity  ^od  ii9{M>rtai(Ge  in  il^f>  p« 
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equally  pleasant  in  reflectioQ,'  witli  that  f^C  oom- 
posiDg  differences — comforting  the  melaocb^^ly 
heart — giving  cousel  to  the  perplexed  mind — «w- 
pending  pain,  by  our  sympathy  and  presence  though 
it  were  but  for  a  qioinent — suggesting  to,  an  :Unfnr« 
nished  mind  proper  materials  for  meditation,  .if),  a 
time  of  distress— or  laying  hold  of  faYQurable  ^• 
portunities  of  conveying  valuable  instruct^pn^.s^pd 
religious  impressions,  to  a  mind  ^ittjie  :SjU9Cipp|li|>l« 
of  them  on  other  occasions? — ^Tbere  is  no  uftedof 
saying  any  thing  in  confirmation  of  this:  it  wa9  the 
glorious  character  of  Jesus,  that  ^  he  went  ab^jut 
doing  good/''  ! 

5,  In  his  prayers. 

Watchfulness  and  prayer  should  ever  go  together: 
ivhen  united,  they  are  too  hard  for  every  opposi- 
tion ;  but  separately  relied  on,  are  easily  beM^A. 
He  takes  God  to  witness  how  earnestly  be  longs  for 
them  all  in  the  bowels  of  the  Lord  Jesus ;  but  is 
thoroughly  convinced,  that,  though  he  sow  the  seed 
never  so  skilfully  in  his  public  preaching,  and  water 
it  never  so  tliligently  in  his  private  instructfona;  yet 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  will  axail  any  thing,  if 
God  do  not  give  "the  early  and  the  latter  ritin," 
and  vouchsafe  the  fructifying  dew  and  influence  of 
heaven.  He  therefore  always  labours  fervently  iti 
his  prayers  for  them,  that  they  may  "stand  pc^ect 
and  complete  in  all  the  will  of  God/'  (Colos.  iv*  1$.) 
He  ceases  not  to  make  mention  of  them  alw$i(]rs  jn 
his  prayers.  Like  the  high  priest  upder  tfce  law,  he 
ever  bears  their  names  upon  his  heart,  when  hQ;goes 
to  minister  before  the  Lord :  and  the  walls  of  his 
-house  can  testify  to  the  fervency  and 
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which  he  has  Spread  iheiir  particular  cases  before  the 
Tfatone  of  Grace,  and  recommended  them  to  the 
divine  mercy  and  favour.   ^ 

But  it  may  be  askedy  *  why  all  this  to  do  ?  why 
mustt  a  minister's  life  be  filled  up  with  atl  this  un« 
necessary  labour  and  painfhlness  h— for  unnecessa** 
ry  sure  it  must  be^  or  s6  many,  who  call  themselves 
ministers  of  Christ,  would  aot  neglect  it  as  they  do: 
'  They  take  great  pains,  indeed,  about  their  compo* 
sitions ;  and  give  us  nothing  but  the  most  elegant 
and  finished  discourses  from  the  pulpit :  but  whethef 
^e'will  hear,  or  whether  we  will  forbear,  seems  no 
part  of  their  concern.  What  is  the  reason,  then, 
wherie  i^  the  necessity,  of  that  extraordinary  asst«- 
duity  and  watchfulness^  so  conspicuous  in  the  cha^* 
racter  just  now  exhibited  ?' — —This  inquiry  will  be 
best  answered  by  proceeding  to  the  second  thing 
observable  in  the  words*- viz. 

II.  The  grailid  motive  to  iidelity  and  diligence  in 
the  ministerial  otf  ce-*-"  For  they  watch  for  your 
souls,  as  those  that  must  gwe  cLCcoura.*^ 
'  When  he  first  took  upon  him  that  sacred  charac- 
ter, it  was  with  thattsolemn  passage  in  full  view, 
and  strongly  imj^ressed  upon  his  heart :  '^  I  charge 
thee  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
Shill  jtidge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at  his  appearing 
atid  bis 'kingdom;  Preach  the  word;  be  instant  in 
Masoto, 'ou.t  of  seaison;  reprove,  febuke,  exhort, 
»Wilh  fiiM  iotog-suffering  and  doctrine.*^  (2  Tim.  iv. 
1,  ».f  ^h?s  lie  ever  keeps  in  vieilr,  and  by  this  he 
^teg^liiti^s ^bVery  {]iart  of  his  conduct*  He  never  looks 
'«))d  11  Ms' people;  birt  hfe  recoKects  the  thrice-re* 
•<|^tijd  fchairge,.  **^Feed  my  sheep."  He  never  con- 
aiders  bis  oppoftonitiea  and  advantages,  but  *^  Oc* 
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never  t^tnptefdl  tor d^l^§A6s«=ot;'Ul)fet!lifMii^ 
he'  .Tofise^  h ?th*teir  i^iiW?  '^^flehoWv ' 'i 'ISWie <^ woUyj* 
arid  iriy /VeW^tf 'ig  WjHif  fricf,  'fcygiWto^tvefjr  teaite 
^ccofcfi'n^  tb^fcit  Work'i'^  or^thiatPtottfef^^etarFof  valfe 
the  declarations  of  the  Almighty,  which  no  nriDrat^ 
of  the  Go^et  sHoakl  pads  s^  d^y'wttfarcytttHAif  Akh%  A>f ; 
«'Sbn  ofM^ni'I  hav^  mad(^  thee  a- u^btdliradifi  lo  the 
hou^edf fsm&h  therefoorehear  therWordatnoiytiiouIkh^ 
arfd  ^iVelhclm  warning  from  me:i.>  When^I/sayiiiiito 
the  wicked,'  Thou  shalt  surely  die  rand  thou  giveftl 
liiiti  not  warning,  dor  speakest  to  wamfthe  Wtjcked 
from  his  wickHed  way^  td  save:  hta^  Hfe;)* the .^aamf 
Wicked  man  shall  dieid  his  itiiquityi^Mbutfaiftbbiod 
wis  I'teqiiire^t  thine  hand/'  (Eiekitiiit.  rlJ^ilBi) 

It  is  this  tmtked  bim  so  evangelii^ttl  itx^his  aom* 
|M>siti6na,  and  so  earnest  in  his  ddiirery:  ;^;  it  iaf  this 
makes  him  so  plain  and  inportuQftte^  .He  often 
ahtffcipates  the  day  of  judgment ;  and  a«(ppQiieaJNrm- 
ielf  at  the  bar  of  Gt>d,  taking  his  Ifial  a^nd^imi^aea 
%ottie  unhappy  wdBtch  Tiaing*  up,  an4  tbus«  aowsing 
liim'td  the'  Jbd^c  ^  Lord,  I  efaaif^  that  man  witji 
t^  th^  tnitfery  I 'am  to  aufier.:  I  asktdiof  bi^-bread, 
citid  he  gave  me  a  'Steiie ;  I'  tegged  9^t^hi  an^ifp 
gav^  me  a  serpent :  I  inlQ[«lisd  the  wHy  tor  Zi^f^porieod 
1^  pointed  Die*  to  destraeHion^  ahd;i[  p?lv;4\fe^.fu4: 

iby'ikngi9r>Ci^ltit  was  too^  late  to  tay«^>H(oT?fT<!l'(^ 
<Very  thougiHfl^  of  ^  it  make^himr  treaible^f  zj^\j9f0  o^yi 
'Ao  lengler  w^dattfaatr4De<affidcte.aot'^f  H)^.e»tiqing 
tgr^fda  df vtnan^a  wisdoai ;''  and  'determwes  tp  ^row 
<  nothing  anlobg  lii»  peapfe,  ^^  but  Jewa  Cbrj^t^v'^nd 
'Uioi  ijriteijfted/'*'  He  eonsid^ie  bia  owa aouUr^jifi^I 
KU'lhteirsi,' ^ t0  >tiev  at'Stakevand  that,  fiQiri.>%MgMT he 
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speridng  a  woimi  for  the  #filvat4on  of  ejthtr.  JEI^  is. 
atnbiticMis  of  bringing  as  nia&y  sons  and.  daugbteors 
to  ^ory  as  possible ;  and  it  makes  a  part  of  his  con- 
stant prayer,  and  puts  life  aod  v^our  jnto  all  his 
MrviceSf  ^*  thai  he  may  be  pur^  from  the  blood  of 
afi'inen.   -  < 

'A- life  Ihtrs  devoted  to  Go^*  and  speat  in  the  sei>- 
▼ice  of  the  iRedeemer,  cannot  but  end  honourable; 
and  advantageously.  When  this  painful  servant 
ft^ts^ from* his  labours^  his  works  shall  follow  him  **- 
his  numerous  converts  shall  rise  up^  and  call  hin^ 
ile^sedi  and  be  as  so  many  jewels  in  his  celestial 
6ft) wn  !  he  shall  receive  the  **  Well  done^  good  3n4 
fehhful  {servant/^  with  general  acclamation;  an4 
will  appear  witb  distinguishing  lustre  in  that  glor 
rlot^s  world;  where  '^  they  that  be  wise  shall  shpne 
ifir^ the  light;  and  those  that  turn  many  torighte:f 
OH^t^ss)  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever/'       * 

'iliese  things  are  not  suppositions  only^  the  mere 

Wgbts  of  a  gloomy  imagination  :  a  very  little  time 

^11  prove  the  reality  of  them ;  when  you.  Sir— and 

^otf-t-and  you— when  ievery  individual  minister  will 

l^e    dalted  upon   to   giv^  ^n  account  of  every  in* 

dWidtial  member  of  his  separate  flock  t  of  ev^i;y 

^^fmo<i)  ^  h^  'has    preached ;   of  every,   talent,    of 

l^vbi^* kind,  which  has  been  pbt  in^o    hi».l^tKts 

ii)i  profaotJnj^'the  welfare  of  that*  particular  society 

to  Wf^ibh   be   wM'  more    immediately  i^dted»  or 

'4Ue'ifenrth  ih  g^n^raU    Now^  when  tiie  Master-  of 

'thbse  i^^rvantft  sfaaiU  'eome  asid  reckon  -with  (beitt, 

'ttfere'  A1i^  ^ome^'oftbat  ^ttnguisbtid  fidelity  wd 

'^gende^^i hat  the  whole  world  will  applaud  the 

^iigbi^idDlsrt^s  of  rhc^  proceedingy  when  *  the  Jlid^, 

VidMUt'Wtfiting'die  iasne  of  a  formal  process^  «)iall 


isdVto  ttiwffwni  Ifm^Awraf^  «Bd'/sfy^ft<  jConM,  ya 
¥l68sed  Dfimyf  tifaer,  inhefit  tbeikhigdMirpiqnuMl 
for  you  immk  Ap  foutftMim  af  thm  smalA.*' .  AodiW 
tfadite  not  teMdti  dO' feartbevei^ll  be  4Riitif^.tM| 
tfbcM^  flttgl^^eDoe  And  'otifieirlfafiJlnaM  hivfe  ibetii  sa^ 
fli^rant  an<l  notortcwd,  «g  that  even  Dbcy  thmngeivet 
would ^ish  ta^arofd  the  fiiiaoia  of  a'puUie  aalak 
nfttUNi';  md  who  (shall  I  «fty  ?)  wocild  b«f  glad  to  tar 
iamiediat^ly  diamissed,  tiiocigh  with  ^^  Dcfportftoqi 
nM,.ye  cursed,   roto  everlasting  fire^  prepared  for 
tiia  darjt  and  his  angels  ?"    While  there  are  othera 
ctfWi'iaate'fliixed  diaracter;  wbo^  though  tbey  ba^a 
besbjaecused  of  tvasting  their  Lord's  goods,  yetmaf: 
be^scipp^sed  l^  have  something  to  ple^d  in  aaccjaaen 
at:Jfeast^  in*  alleviation    of  their  guilt;  whom  tha 
Jtid^^'WiU  tbev^eftyfe  arraign  with,  ''How  is  it  that 
I    bear'  this*  iDf  you?  give  an  account  of  yaar.- 
stewardship*?  ^ 

I  da  not'atk,  onder  which  of  these  denomiaatioiu > 
you  ^oold  mah  to  appear ;  but,  whiph  of  tfaeaa 
characters  4i<iesi  Conscience  aay  belongs  io  youf  JH 
we  were  this  tliottiattt  to  be  summoaed  fBqm  ouiri 
presemi  seats  to*  tbe  b^r  of  God,  it  would  very  pro^i 
bably  si^ikeicdafl^idn  into  onr  faces^,  if  not  terras^ 
into  our  hearts.  Wesbc^uld  be  for  c^lin^  together:^ 
our  Lord's  deblorSj  or  more  properly^  our  own  cre^^ 
ditXKs.;  and  bid  them  ''  take  their  bills  and  wiritaa 
fifty  r'  and  befaady^to  fall  6nour  kneeato  those  wboaer» 
soalaWe  had  M»g{ee^t^,asMed,  andfuiaad,  that  thoyu 
woiAdl  liot  ^hairge  as  >  with  their  ^eternal  undoiag.-^tw 
Saffer,  tbeb;  ifty  BevetMid  Fathers  and  BrathreaiS 
the  word  '^  «khottatron.  >^  I  am  ybung,  aod^yvd 
are  tery-6ld  r  wheref^ra  I  was  afraid,  and  darst  irat^ 
Hh6W  yo^ tny  opidiMi*'    I  aaW,    Ddya  shotrid  spaak* } 


feiiiidiy^driMmediaCa  '*9simmt^^:\Wik  kan^^iMft'^m 
4asrttp)(hme  id    CMoplioieots  rand  i4it^0k'  >  ^k4* 
im»rid  lie  m-  .t^kiiddneM  ifiuM .  wleepr  iftt^il^»iM^ 
tbeir^wfy  iH^dnnger  ;>aiid  ishfttl  ire  flidBp«  eymb 
aft4to<rth9lrsii  ;Or|f  iireiMr9dlve$  trerQv»!iiiie/.ii8atr 
flfotfltiHiAMd  Mfpi^irigabKt>'wear6<^t  «il  .Itftitigi 
up (0iiriiFCiioa^,'  to^save  tbem  frooir  pemliiijgif  '^«42mlr 
we:  dMr  them  walking  in  tiieit  gleept   ^nckif^^mi 
aU4iie  emikfttfon  of  irndgioary  felicity^,  updn  iter 
fariftk  of  a 'pcecipice  $    Can  weaoe  the  bottomlfMt. 
pit /gs^'tjDg' wtde  tOT  r^eive  the  thoughtled^  ngiuMr! 
tinie»  and. not  pity  thenEi^  and  net  watch  with-ibMiJ 
acid  for  tbem^  till    they  are  out  of  danger  ?     Ari. 
ovtri  hearts  ao^  an  ti  rely  a  teded  againac  all  the  iinpaba-' 
anaa  of  benevolence  and  compasaion  to  4iiir  fello^iru ; 
eraaturea,  or  of  gratitude  and  dnty  toCiod?     Am 
iBimortel  aouta  so  low  in  our  etteem,  aa'  net  M  h9 
fMrtfa  the  little  pains  we  have  itinoqr  powet  ti^ 
hi»tow.upoB  tfaam.?-*^Hed  they  been  abated  at  n* 
higher .paica:ia  heaven,  iiod  had  never  parted  with 
his  Son, 'OorChtiat  with  hia  bkx)d,  to  vedeem  aod. 
aatre  theniM   Is  it  the  ^'  Father- a  goMi  pleaaure  t^ 
give  them  a.fciagdoni/'  alid ahall  wie  think  it  moeh 
te  teaoh.  tbem  the  laiiguage^  and  &xtm  the»  ioto^the 
maoDera^iiof  the  heavenly  isoantty  ;<  or  eveta  to  poiiit 
9mt  tor.tben  *tbe  way  to  it  ?     Hath  he  >*  '•  oomited 
oaihithfu],  puttingf^ua  into- the  isiviMatfir/'  and  lahaU 
we^  by  hetrayiagt  our  causej  add  laelMog^^ar.  M^t^r 
liae  'Uobfliiavera  YOOMtOtaey  hC' wMi  iQtataikeii.<M 
hisniea?    Hath  he  bppoiirted   na  of  y^itfMM  <%: 
waleh  o<ver:  his  floclii  and  isbaU  ^we^  aiak  int^^^u^ 
pineaeaa  iajid^  sloihi ;  Ar,  hirelijif  .  lii^  ^  Atmi  -»i9f 
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poit  cm  Ae  wiffpetmani^  d  daqger^  «Ad  lefive  our 
Jiciplros  ebttqse  an  eafj^  proy.  ^  to  xlevouriog  wolves ; 
or  suficr  them  .to^j^kWi<ao4  dk  for  waut  of  a 
timely  api^iciitMii ! . of  tb^  Ba}ai  pf  Qi  lead  ?— I 
tbensferei  as  your .  falloir-l^bomer  io  tha  .  Lord, 
beseech  yeia«.  hf  Uia  lov^  ^  of  God«  y  l)y  tl)e  blood  of 
Ckt»t9  by  tba  worth  of  mmortal  souls^  by  the  so- 
Iflfnaity  of  a  future  judgment^  by  all  the  joys  and 
pleasures  and  happiness  of  heaven,  by  every. poa» 
•bte  oonatd^atiou  that  cau  have  any  influence 
w  generous  miads-^I  call  upon  you  to  ^'  take 
htid  to  youcselves^  and  to  all  the  flock  over  which 
Ike  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  you  ovqrseerst  to  feed 
^  church  of  God,  which  he  bath  purchased  with 
bi&  own  btood/' 

. '  Had  I  time,  or  were  this  a  proper  place,  0|r  were 
it  not  in  iteelf  highly  disagreeable  to  find  fault,  me^ 
thinks  there  is  :some  room  for  censure,  thjoit  our 
people  will  take  no  more  care  of  their  pwa 
«ouls«-«*To  ;what  purpose  is  all  our  .w^tpbing,  if,  you 
urill  invite,  danger  and  court  destruction  ?  .Must  it 
not .  grieve  the  heart  of  a  &itbful  minist^,  who 
walehes  over  ypu  with  a.godly  jealou^yr,  to  see 
you  going  oaoierrily  in  the  broad  rpad^  ^nd  oot  M 
able  to  tell  you  so,  without  being  called^  or  tl](<>\]gh( 
rude  or  unmannerly ;  or,  at  best,  to  be  civilly  dis- 
missed with,  "  Go  thy  way  for  this  time,  and  when 
I  have  a  more  convenient  season  I  will  send  for 
thee,  and  hear  thee  concerning  tbis  matter  ?^'  And 
is  this  your  kindness  to  your  friend  ?  Is  tbis  a  suit^ 
able,  a  generous  return,  for  all  our  pains  and 
prayers,  for  all  our  works  of  faith  and  labours  of 
love  ?  Is  this  ^'  oheifing  them  that  have  the  rule 
over  you,  and  iubmUling  yourselves  ?"  Whataccount, 


snfe'heavy  ladett,"  bwtno  mati  eaitie?«^«re^teai^ltde 
to  theib;''*.^ir4i  ye,  tArhy*,  <bri|iihy'wi*l  ye^lie^'fi 
but  thi^y  '^toppeB'  theif  '^ra,  -Dk^  ttiw  «klif ^dflte  (i^ 
aVd  (fof  ^e  b6uM  do 'no' more)'  we  a68«ived  tbem  tlmb 
T%6ii  w^uldst^reftder  ^  indignation  and  wratbf/tFi^ 
fiulatidh  and  angoldb,  to  every  soul  of  tHemtbat^A 
evil ;"  biit  tht^^  said,  "'We  v?iH  nbt  bSvi* thtonnsn  I9 
reign  over  \isY*'  we  have  Ibvedidok,  arid  after^  thtii 
will  we  go^.^-^To  be  obliged  to  say  thig,  would iria 
grievous  to  us,  and  it  would  be  indeed  unpToHtable 
for  you.  Now,  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  for  thA 
Lord  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  and  for  the  love  of. the 
Sfpirit,  that  ye  strive  togethei^  with  M  in  youc 
^rayeirs,  and  in  the  most  sincere  «nd  vigocDus  en-t 
deavours,  that  our  labour  may  not  be  la  vai^  iq 
the  Lord.  Let  us  all,  in  our  several  Motions,  ntank 
l^gt  such  a  zealous  concern  for  our  own  and  6vm 
anothet^^  sbuls,  as  that,  when  the  Chief  SheipheTd 
shall  appear,.  w6  may  each  of  us  receive  a  orowft  of 
gtory  ?  ahd  we  who  sow,  and  you  who>iie8p,  ^Mijr 
Fejbice  to^etbtrr. 


^  * '     »  '        /  '  », 
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Hebkews  xi.  4.. 

At  the  very  mention  of  these  words  you  will  iis- 
mediately  recollect  the  awful  providence  that  occa> 
sioned  them; — a  providence  which  very  nearly 
affects  some  of  us,  and  has  a  very  important  and 
alarming  aspect  upon  all ;  and,  as  it  whirls  by  us, 
thunders  in  our  ears,  Pr^mre  to/oUaw. 

To  be  hurried  into  eternity  without  the  ceremony 
of  taking  leave;  to  be  summoned  to  the  bar  bf  God 
at  a  moment's  warning  (happy  for  her  that  bef 
accounts  were  ready !)  to  be  snatched  out  of  iiib 
Just  as  we  were  beginning  to  live  to  any  purpose; 
to  have  our  hopes  smothered,  and  our  rising  pros^ 
pects  dashed  in  an  instant— K  these  things 
•worketh  God  oftentimes  with  man ;  and  by  these 
acts  of  spvereignty  asserts  his  claim  to  the  pones, 
sions  and  lives  of  his  creatures ;  and  at  4he  same 
tjme  severely  rebukes  the  folly  and  impiety, iifthosb 
who  "  say  in  their  hearts,  their.  Lord  delayelhi .ittS 
coming^"  '     .  ..     ■ 

By  the  late  melancholy  stroke,  the  wodd  iias 
been  deprived  of  one  that  promised  Mf  fM.usafiiJL 
hess  ;-*a  circumstance  which,  though  it  buJa  pecu- 


Sbrjh.  U.]    Ontk€  Deaih  ofMn.  Halls.  %sa 

liar  satisfaction  to  surviviog  friends,  gi^atly  diffkens 
tbiei  mystery  of  Providence  in  removii^  such,  when 
their  number  is  so  smalU  ^nd  af  a  time  wfaes  tfaegr 
aeete  to  be  most  of  all  wanted.  *'  How  unsearch- 
able ane  thy  judgments,  O  Lord  1  and  thy  ways  past 
finding  o^t  1'' — Instead,  thercsforet  fti  busying  our«> 
selves  with  a  fruitless  and  impertinent  inquiry  into 
the  reasonableness  and  pnpiitty  of  such  awfol  dki* 
pensations,  it  would  be  mor^  to  our  credit,  and 
unspeakably  more  to  our  advanti^,  if  we  eodea* 
voured  to  inqprore  tfaew,  •  Which  I  know  not  how 
we  can  do  better,  than  by  attending  to  those  ioipor* 
-tant  Yhk^  tfUich,  *^  being  dead,  she  yet  speaketh/' 
•l^iiiight  here  give  you  a  large  account  of  AbeTs 
iuth  aitfl  sacrifice ;  and  entertain  you  with  a  great 
^atitoty  of  eoDJectures  of  learned  men  upon  thd 
ttaaon  of  Abd's  sacrifice  being  more  eiccellent  than 
Cain's ;  and'tel)  you  several  useful  things  which 
he^  thc^gh'dead  so  long  ago,  yet  speaketh :  but  it 
would  be  crnelty  to  keep  you  so  long  from  the  con-> 
versation  of  a  much  dearer  friend.  Any  advice 
firona  one  whom  we  affectidnately'  love  and  esteem, 
ia  9aMful ;  and  the  stronger  the  affection,  the 
fffteata  the  infiuenee.  The  dying  words  of  such  jbi 
firiend  b«ve  in  tHem  someUiing  peculiarly  endearing, 
and  8oe  seidoai  of  never  forgotten.  What,  thenj 
lM)i!.we*eapeGt'from  words  spoken  from  the  grave 
—•shall  I  say,>sp6ken  from  heaven  ?~-It  is  naturiU 
Id  cKjpMt  «(g«ect  deal:  and  God  Almighty  grant 
tfaat)evafy  woidshe  now  speaks  (for  I  shall  consider 
myself  cUefly  as  her  mouth  to  you)  may  be  ^^  writ* 
tes,  not with*kik;  b\it  with  the  Spirit  of  the  living 
Gori^  net'Oft  tahte  of  stone,  but  on  the  fleshly  tables 
of  ;tfae  heart'" 
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hatb.^.^f^.me  (ip  a  maQper  I  ctnnofk  eTSfrej^.^if^ 
you  OQjawixe).  **  be^tuty  for  las]^^  tb^  flil'O^d'^y.)^ 
aournii^g,  aradtbe  ganiiept  of  ,praiM  ihr.  tlft  iQ^ff^ 
of  b^vqnpssL^'  il/sre  19  nothing.  t>at  jfiyi  4f)4? 
trJMfopb)  aod  ecstasy;  apd  my  compwj^^  a^puM. 
m^ji^  will  be.  always  so ;  that  mnem^md  ^glbiogcf^ 
flovfAxiwfiy.for  even  You  would  not  .Mn4«a<W)>id 
tbe  language  of  beaven,  or,  otherwise^  I  couM.tt^tt^ 
you  wbat  would  turo  your  tears  for  me  into  coik 
gratulatioDS ;  I  could  tell  you.  things  that  VQi^d 
make  you  bate  the  world,  and  long  Xq  be  uncj|ot|f^>. 
Weep  not  for  me:  I  do  not  ask  your  tearsy  for^i  4^. 
not  want  them ;  but  I  see,  that,  thoi^gh  your  Ji^ads[ 
were  wat^,  and  your  eyes  fisuntain^  x)f  teaca^.fyour 
children's  aorrpws  and  your  own  wpuld  ne^  tbea<. 
all.  .  Weep  for  yourselves ;  for  yo^u  are  yet  in.tfafi. 
wilderness ;  and,  while  I  have  got  safe  tai^  Father'^, 
b^se  aqd  ^rms,  ypu  are  subject  to  all  the  inoqavert 
niences  and  bazafda  of  travfdi^  ai|d.  pilg)#as«,. 
W^p  f^r  your  cbildi'en^ — those  belples3lnjMt9,.  wh«K 
are  yejt  innocent  and  thoughtless ;  uuAffe^t^,  bf^> 
cai^sefiiiisen^ible  of  what  a  w.orld.fchey.  ar^.f^pm^^jn^o,. 
and .  tR.  what  tw^bl^  they  *re  bom/  .  ,  , . , ,. .,  ^ .,  ^^  ^ 
^  Ap4  trui^^  is,  s^e  has  turned  opjr  t^^ci  intq4i>^ifi 
proper  ^JWRpeJ,  ^nd  taugh?  up.  tp  iwre^m  ^^,-Qf^,^ 
heiTfgfjkv^rstpj^fi,  rhttt  .ov)9f  our  own  iifuc)|L^^TO^y 
hem\9^  V AU  ^}^^  Qpojjbrts  .ai)d  l>les9iBgsi  fli;Hr  jipifp^, 
to  m^  fr^QDib hf a%€|n ;  but  we  are  tp;look  nf^r^r  hfm^r 
for  the  cause  of  our  trouble  and  sorrow^    Ifit  bad 


not  been  for  sio,  our  ear^' wotrld  never  finVeb^n 
pi^recti  with  dbltful  ctie^,  Qdr  our  eyes  b^beld  8u6K 
spectacles  of  woe,  nor  our  hearts  have  i^\t  such 
stttftttiiig  ft^ngs  'of  sympathi^mg  ^ngtiish;  '  The 
p«}fis  and  ^disorders  oP  thi'  1^>bdy ,  the  sTcKHe^  and 
death  of  friends,  the  losses  and  dlsap^ojiiimehts 
i;Hlich  iSkci  ourcircuitastances  in  the  wotid^tliese, 
aAd  Ali^t  dtlier!nntlnlelrd>le evils,  which  are,  as  i^* 
wet^,  natural  and  unavoidable,  txh  indeed  lament- 
able and  ^erreref:  'but  vastly  more  so  are  the  disotder^ 
of  th)^  soolj-^hardness  ^' heart,  earthly  affectionsr,' 
stubbdrnrie^sbf  will,  the  anguish  of  a  wounded  spirit;* 
the  t^rrttirs  df  an  awakened  conscience,  the  fibwh^ 
of  an  ofi^nded  God,  and  the  feats  of  effemal  cota« 
detattati6n.  These  are  the  evils  wie  have  most  tk^ 
soil  to  ^eep  6vfer  ;  here,  tears  are  commendable  an4 
graceful ;  here  is  no  danger  of  excess  in  our  sorrow; 
Let  stn^be  {be  object,  and  then  let  riVers  of  tears 
fl6^  down  our  eyes.  In  this  case,  the  deeper  we 
are  afflicted,  the  better.  Let  us  weep  for  ourselves 
-^for  that  degree  of  degeneracy  and  corruption 
that  was  derived  fliom  our  first  parents,  and  fdr 
the  sad  and' large  addition '  we  have  made  to  it  by 
out  owh'folty  and  'wilfulness.  Let  us  weep  for  our 
children,  that  we  have  befen  the  tneans  of  conimuni* 
caiing'to  tbem'd  faHen,  degenerate,  and  consequent- 
ly a  diseaised  anct  distressed,  n^fui^;'  and  tliat'W^ 
have  done,  yea,  that  We  dan  do,  no  nbore  to  root  out 
thatfoHjr'whicH  is  bbund  up  in  their  hearts,  arid  to 
pMtent'the  fatal  efffefct^  of  fhdse  bad  exattipfes,  Md 
vblent  and  stittabte  tetnptattoAs,  of  whidh  the  world 
is  %H.— Such  <Wrig8  as  these,  set*iously '  cdnsidewtfj 
w4ff  sooii  shbw  tts  the  importance  of  her  flWt' w6Ft^^^ 


your  childreo/'  ,        ....    »,.,^v:  i 

Bwt^  Vtk  !— She  tpeaki  ^g^n  !r-.    .      ,         .,.,,, 
S.  ^  Swk  the  kimgdom  o£  God,  and  the  rigbtq^iMf      | 
IMS  thereof,  iq  .the  first  place  ;  zn^  all  Q(ber  t^iflm      | 
•hall  be  added. unjtoyoji/  .         ..    .• 

«  Lay  aaide  that  reatkffs  and  lanbelievipg  -  aaUfj^ 
tud^  abQ^t  what  jott  thall  ^t,  or  vh^ty^^MJl 
driakf  orvbat  you^hiril  put  oo :  'Via  oqt  th^  Jbi^dlir 
more  than  meat,  and  the  life  more  thaa.  tB^witfil^\ 
9^  the  tt^ul  more  than  either  ?  Aod  ''  ,if  Ga4  f? 
cipthe  tbft  gfraaa  of  the  fields  which  to-day  isy^aodi  ^ 
H^row  ia  cast  into  the  oven,  shall  he  not  muflb 
more  clothe  you,  O  ye  of  little  faith  ?"  "  Laji  apf. 
up  for  yourselves  treasures  on  the  ear^h,  virherf^aqf^; 
ai^d  i^ust  doth  corriipt,  an4  wheri;  thieves  biyvik 
thfough  and  steal"-- (if  l  had  bad  patrmspi^ft^ 
these  tQ  4ef»eQd  upon,  I  should  bav^  been  lvf^i^t^} 
«— *^  but  lay  up  for  yourselves  treaaures  in  boav^imy 
where  n^o  moth  corrupt^th,  nor  thief  appyoi|flhf|by> 
I  know  something  of  both  w^rlds^ .  wd  n^w  I  Me 
more  clearly  than  ever,  t;hat  all  belq^r  the  4iua  r  19 
vanity ^ind  vexation  of  spirit  ALL  bpajvep  is  ,84if« 
)>rised  to  see  mankind  so  eager  in  the  pmpuikjif 
toys,  and  triflea,  and  pleasures  of  a  moment-a  «m^ 
tiuuance ;  labouring  with  so  muc^  pains  fw  tbe 
meat  whi«h  perisheth^  and  at  the  ^aa^  Hm^  ^ 
alothful  and  thoughtless  about  thajt  whicbi  qaJwiA 
t#  eyerlaating  life.  In  heaven^  onljr,  ia/>f»toaaa.<l* 
JQy*  Indeed,,  it  is  but  a  few  days  I. have  b4e»,heM  y 
\mt^  day  m  God's  CMurfa,  in  God's  bouse,  ift  iGMT*' 
limHiibte  piesence,  is  ''  better  than  atbaimii^ 
•Mtkl  MfrMiae  I  have  seen,  and  (earot,  uAvn^ftik' 


s^Riir/  fi.^       V  mM  mm.  s& 

iftote  in  Dhe  liOuf'Kere/fhan-'in  aW*  the  iriVny  y^rd 
I  li^ed  on  earth.  Let  me  then  entreat  yoU,  by"  that 
intimate  relatiotf  and* mutual  atfection  whicb  biice 
subsisted  between  us — let  me  earnestly  recommend 
fbu  to  mltid  the  ***  one  thing  needful  ;'*  arid  to 
choose  *'  that  better  part,  *wbich  shall  ne^er  bfe 
ttken  away  from  you/'  Kegard  not  the  ridicule, 
Hdr  tlilef  reproaches^  nor  the  example,  of  the  multi^ 
ttrtte;  but  resolutely"  turn  away  yoUr  eyes,  firom 
belMMlng  vanity/'  and  look  more  to .  the  substaa- 
titl  and  satisfying  realities  of  reKgion.  "  Seek  the 
fbrags  that  are  above" — O  how  should  I  rejoice  at 
anjr' tittle  to  meet  your  eyes  and  hearts  directed  ht>- 
tfler  !*—  *^  for  the  things  which  are  seen  are  temporal, 
bttf  the  things  which  are  not  seen  are  eternal/*' 
'  How  are  we  almost  ready  to  thank  her  for  so  iin- 
jAMrtantand  seasonable  an  instruction!.  Our  easy 
Aid  unguarded  hearts  were  in  the  greatest  danger 
of  IMng  Stolen  by  the  world,  and  either  intoxicated 
fi4fh  the  pleasures,  or  bppressed  with  the  burthens 
at  catamities,'  of  life.  Our  minds  were  so  captivated 
iMth  its  deceitful  charms,  that  we  were  almost  ready 
to^siy,  *  h  is  good  to  be  here ;  here  let  us  pitch  our 
tM^nac^;' when  'we  heard,  as  it  were,  a  Voice 
frtfin 'heaven*,  ^ying  unto  us,  '^  Seek  first  the  kin^doni 
i<P€k**/*— Say  then,  O  my  soul,  unto  God,  "  Thou 
Mi  nrfportTOB/*  '**  There  be  many  that  say,  /Who 
i«ll#«h0W  us  any  good  ;**  "  but  as  for  n»,  and  tny 
ItouMr  we  will  ^erve  the  Lord/'  The  God  of  this 
wdrtdvbMh^liridedmy  ieyes;  but  I  now  clearly  see 
tto'htihuify;  the  necessity  of  holiness;  and*  from  this^ 
A3fiiriiMle>afid  consecrate  mykelf  and  mibe  tt>  thee, ' 
(>4lntr  as  tliose  that  are  alive  from  thfe  defteR*r^*»t^ 
myself  at  thy  feet ;    I  give  myself  up  to  thy  govern-  i 
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iii#i|t  nni  iii§|iMa1 ;  I  humbly  challeage  thy  mercy 
tiid  fiiiTQiir ;  and  leare  it  ta  thine  infiDite  wiad^m, 
IkilhfQlnew  moA  grace,  to  add  what  other  things 
thMato  thou  i^MtMt. 

Lat  tht?  he  the  language  of,  not  one  or  twt>  6ttly« 
hut  of  oTery  aeul  in, this  aaaemhly  ;  for  here  wo  are 
.all  ooBCernad  :  we  an  all  prdbationers  for  ateroity ; 
wa  are  all  candidataa  for  heaven ;  we  have  all  bodies» 
aouk^  a{id  talanta  of  vaiious  kinds,  eomti^itted' to 
«i#  trust,  ft>r  tha  eultivation  and  tmprovaao^iK  ^ 
mhioh  we  are  to  ha  finally  accountatrle.    We  Ate 
all  by  pnoftsaion  strangara  and  sojourners  here ;  %iH 
which  of  ua  ia  ao  in  reality  }    How  we  live  in  oaaai 
and  tadolencai,  and  aecurlty,  a$  if  we  had  notbi^ 
to  do,  nothing  to    fear,  or  nothing   to  hc^'  f^i 
What  a  atraaga  aaeaodanoy  has  the  wofld  g^in 
our  hearts  and  affeetions }  and  how  ahaitiefu%  ate 
wa  confitfoied  to  it  in  its  foUias  and  vieea,  aa  if  %a 
were  aahamed,  or  afiraid,  to  be  singular  in  the  ctoaa 
afChriatl    How  thoughtful  are  w?,  and  aa^rolia, 
about  our  ova  private  interest;  how  eagie^aad'  ri*r 
de&tigabla  for  its  aecurlty  and  advancement^  -but 
where  ia  our  public  spirit,  where  ia  out  ^ea)  Ibr 
€k>d  and  tha  Redeemer,  where  is  our  regard  9M  tA^ 
hkigdom  of  God  and  his  righteousneaa !    If  tho^-« 
liabitanta  of  heaven  are  wttneasoa  to  our  teOtpM 
and  coqduot  (as  very  ptobably  they  are),  wo  «liW 
not  woadet  that  tho  deceased,  when  spaaking  to  ^m 
ffOta  tberioe,  ahould  so  strongly  lecouimend  tkSm  ta 
our  serious  oonsideration  and  practioal  rfgaidl       ' 
Equally  inapc^tant  are  her  next  woida :  ' 
9.  ^''  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  ^  Hi 
^rth  all  thy  Oii^ht.** 
*   ^Thi6  busiiieia  you  have  to  do  ia  of  unapoaiiaUft 
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.Mft  both  eteroali  i&  the  totisequencd  of  your  dilU 
gmce  or  sloth,  ,  Oh,  if  I  could  but  iotrodqce  yott 
to  a  ^ight  of  those  iDcotnmunicable  g^Iories  thftt  are 
"  within  the  vail/'  you  would  be  no  longer  **  sloth- 
ful id  business,  but  fervent  in  spirit,  serving,  the 
IfOrd/'  The  sands  of  life  are  golden  sands,  eretf 
one  of  which  is  worth  a  world.  The  whole  of  lif6 
|s,little  enough  for  business  of  such  vast  variety,  difi- 

•  Af fjlty,  and  importance.  "  And  what  is  your  life  i 
fa  itoot  a  vap6uf,  that  appeafetb  fo^  a  little  while, 
%nd  then  vamshetb  awlty  ?''  It  inay  end  on  a  sud- 
den :"-^7our  nkontbs  may  b^  cut  off  in  the  midst*^ 
t^akofme,  and  say  whether  they  ittay  not^^^ud 
thfitH  there  is  n<>  more  space  fbt  repentance.  If  I 
bn^  b«Msi  unprepared  then,  I  should  have  been  so 

.  ^r  0yev ;  for  ^*  there  is  no  mofe  work,  act  device,  not 
Itnowle^e,  dor  wisdom  in  the  grate.''  You  I'emem- 
,b&  with  what  earnestness  and  fervour,  hut  a  little 
while,  before  I  left  yonr  world  (and  in  what  I  tb<!rirghi 
my  dying  pangs),  X  blessed  G6d  ihuithd gteat  itork 
ivw  nbt  iQ  da  then.  The  aupportis  I  then  felt  frotil 
tfo«t  delightful  consideration,  anld  the  j6yous  coilse- 
qptHfieti  of  it  whick  I  have  sinCe  esfperitoc^d,  makd 
me  more  earnest  with  you,  that  whstiever  youif 

^aodf  ffod  t€i  do,  you  would  do  it  ^ith  all  your 
nMgbt,; 

^  A  vety  necessary  caution  fo  us  all  1 .  We  alf,  in 
tl^s  respect^  need  to»  be  minded  of  oiir  duty  ;  to  be 
tpurfad.op  to  activity  and  diligeUce,  in  the  right 
improremeot  of  that  time  which  i?  allotted  to  t|^,  in 

f^ifdet  to  the  •♦  firfishing  our  cour^  with  joy."  '  We 
Have  been  too  eaiteless  ;  haf  e  n^l^ted  our  main  coti* 

litiff^  i  ^^  l^ve  beetvotisrrun  with  spifitual  slptk  an<f 
•  s« 
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indciwcty  if  not  withrsinand  folly  ;  while  Sfatan  has 
gotten  ttie  advantage  over  us,  and  the  world  has  been 
ready  to  claim  usas  its  own.  Thus  it  has  been  with 
.us;  but,  with  such  warnings,  shall  it  be  thus  any 
Jonger  ?  Shall  we  continue  to  put  the  evil  day  (a* day 
which  we  ourselves  make  evil) — shall  we  go  on  to  put 
it  far  from  us ;  and  exclude  death  and  dying  fr<>m  any 
share  in  our  thoughts  >  H^th  not  Providence  taught 
us»  that  it  ought  never  to  be  out  of  our  thoughts; 
that  we  are  most  in  danger  when  we  think  ourselves 
most  tecure;.that  we  may  not  have  a  night  to  live, 
when  WQ  are  reckoning  on  many  future  years; 
that  the  king  of  terrors  may  be  aiming  at  our  own 
hearts,  when-  we  foolishly  'think  him  levelling  at 
our  neighbours  ?  And  when  once  the  fatal  blow  is 
giv^n,  and  the,  angel  that  standeth  upon  the  earth 
and  sea  hJEith  lifted  up'his  hand,  and  sworn,  by  Him 
that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  that  Time  shall  be  no 
longer,  the  most  importunate'  entreaties  will  not 
procure  us  a  single  moment.  Let  us  then  lose  no 
time,  let  us  spare  no  pains,  to  ^'  work  out  our  sal- 
vation,^* and  ^*  make  our  calling  and  election  sure.'* 
.  {jet  us  be  io  earnest  in  religion,  and  finish  the  work 
thai  is  given  us  to  do :  and  then  we  may  cheerfully 
spend  the  remainder  of  life  in  waiting  till  our  change 
come.  Death  then,  CQm€|^when  it  will,  wilt  be  our 
gain :  and,  though  *it  seemingly  deprive  us  of  all  our 
pleasures,  it  w^U  in  fact  enlarge  and  refine  them ; 
though  it  push  lis  out  of  life,  it  will  introduce  us 
into  a  happy  and  glorious  immortality. — Now,  to  be 
able,  upon  serious  reflection  and  solid  grounds,  to 
say,  that  ike  great  work  h  doTU^'w'iW  yield  a  support 
that  nothing  else  can  ;  and  will  enable  us  to  meet 
death  at  any  time,,  and  in  any  form,*  with  cheerful- 
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Dess  and  confidence.  To  know  that  the. terrors  of 
death  do  not  concern  us,  that  the^  dreadful  conse- 
quences of  it  do  not  belong  to  ijs,'  will  spread  joy  and 
transport  over  our  dying  countenances.  But,  if  we 
would  go  out  of  the  world  with  such  reflections  and 
such  prospects,  let  these  important  words  never  go 
out  of  our  ears:  whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to 
do,  do  it  with  all  thy  might." 
.  Once  more  she  speaks  !-— 

4.  *  *'  I  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word 
6f  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to 
give  you   an  inheritance  among  them  which  ar^' 

sanctified. 

« 

.  '  I  was  called  away  from  you  so  unexpectedly, 
so  abruptly,  that  I  had  not  time  for  a  parting  bless- 
ing :  I  now  take  this  opportunity  to  commend  you 
to  God;  to  the  care  and  protection  of  his  provi- 
dence, and  to  the  influences  and  riches  of  his  grace. 
Iq  all  your  straits  and  difficulties,  let  your  eye  be 
ever  towards  the  Lord :  cast  all  your  care  upon 
him,  and  he  will  care  for  you.-— You,  the  dear 
companion  of  my  life,  I  commend  you  to  God ; 
the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jaco|l> ;  the  Gpd 
of  my  fathers;  the  God  of  the  spirits  tf^  all  flesh  ; 
the  God  of  all  grace  and  consolation.  The  Lord 
bless  you,  and  keep  you :  the  Lord  mak€(^  his 
feee  to  sfaine  upon  you,  and  give  you  peace !— And 
yon,  my  dear  children,  take  this  for  an  absent  mo- 
ther's  blessing.  I  can  do  nothing  more  or  better 
for  you,  than  commend  you  to  God;  to  that  God 
who,  wlien  my  mother  forsook  me,  kindly  took  me 
tip,  dnd  carried  me  in  his  arms,  and  led  and  fed 
and  kept  me  all  my  life  long.  The  Lord  bless  you  • 
too,  and  keep  you,  and  show  your  feet  the  path  of 
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li^el  the  Lofd  'feach  you  to  pray  1  Go  t<>  thD;  a*- 
children  to  a  father.  ^^  will  be  better  to  you  than' 
the  best  of  piarents ;  for  ha  i(:naw$  bow  to  gireK^Md 
gifts  un to  his  children,  and  knows  what  tbinga  yiw 
bare  need  of  before  you  ask  him»  I  gave  you  ti> 
Qod  when  I  gave  him  myself;  and  *^  I  know  in  whom 
1  have  believed,  and  am  persuaded  th^tt  he  is  able 
to  keep  wba^  I  have  committed  to  him  against  that 
ddy/'*  fof  "  th^  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  from  everlast* 
ing^to  eyetlftating  tp  them  that  fear  him,  and  his*^ 
^i^hteousne^  unto  children's  children,"  But  I 
<ftiarge  you  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Chrirt/ 
Who  shall  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at  bis  ap*- 
peering — I  charge  you  to  walk  so  as  to  please  <3oif; 
Flee  youthful  lusts,  and  follow  righteousness,  fkitfa^^ 
^^rily.  Make  the  word  of  his  grace  the  rule  bf 
^our  life,  apd  the  foundation  of  your  hopes.  Ttk« 
diligent  heed  unto  your  ways  according  thereutitt^ 
t«et  it  dwell  richly  iri  you,  io  all  wisdom ;  and  )e«rti 
betimes  those  holy  Scriptures,  which  are  able  totnake 
^oxx  wise  unto  salvation.  But,  especially,  look  uttta 
Jesus,  that  CQmpassionate  lover  of  little  childraD.; 
who  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  and  blessed  theam 
and  declared  that  of  such  was  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven, I^ook  unto  Jesus,  and  learn  of  him  ;  he  waa 
(^bedient  to  bis  parents  \  and  as  he  grew  io  stature 
be  tncieaaed  in  wisdom,  and  in  favour  with  God 
a;pd  man*  He  was  meek  and  towlj  iix  heart :  h%  wijk 
)|i)mble^  patient,  and  foi^ving ;  he  was  holy^  barm^ 
UsSi  a^d  uadefiled.  He  was  never  idle,  but  meiit 
abQut  always  doing  good.  He  very  often*  wbnted 
qoeats  dn^  bad  t^ot  a  house  that  be;  coul4  eal)  his. 
QW»,  wh^e.  tf>  lay  hia  bead:  yet  b^  min^ie^vat 
what  be  an^Bswd,  ao  looa  a^  be  wats  s^rviwi  Ci^  aA4 


8«^Tiiigi^uto,  ^asr,it)iQ8i|tQf  v|ftd  1^  in  yotiy  ttiy 
dminpbiMr^q*  99-  was  in  tM  iioly  o,hild  JtsUB  S^i 
cM^fiKAti y OM i9dl  taG9d,.«i)d  to  tht  wotd  l^f  his 
gWQ^ ;.  tM'  he  would  baild  yon  up  in  kaoWlMl*ei 
filicb^  i^d  holiness ;  and  then  give  you  aft  inhent^ 
iwce*  among  them  that  ara  sanetiflad.  Aad  inm^ 
liW0elbrtb  I  talk  no  more  with  you  t  1  tftke  mf 
lea^e  of  the  world  and  you»  and  aawiijd  ^Mo  tr/f 
Fatjher  and  your  Father,   to  my  God  Md  yottt 

f  I  4»n  hardly  help  adding  these  circtimstaneet 
irhkh  attended  our  Saviour's  asoeniioo,  as  they  ate 
Mootded  ia  Acts  i.  9:  ''  And  whett  he  had  spoluifi 
tkeae  things,  while  they  beheld,  he  Wis  taken  \fpi 
end  a  ckod  received  him  out  of  their  sight.  Aii4 
while  they  looked  stedfastly  toward  heaven  as  U# 
wtBt  up,  behold,  two  men  stood  by  them  in  white 
ayqpaiel;  which  also  said.  Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why 
ibmd  ye  gaatiqr  up  into  heaven  ?  this  same  Jesue^ 
which  is  taken  up  from  yoti  into  heaven,  shall  sftf 
cMfie  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  hitn  go  itUi 
heaven/'  But  if  I  may  not  say  fAef,  this  t  know  I 
may  ^^aay  mto  you,  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that 
we  which  are  alive  and  temain  unto  the  eoming  of 
the  Lord,  aball  not  prevent  them  wbieb  ave  asleep ; 
fsr  the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with 
H  about,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,,  and  with 
lire  trump  of  God :  and  the  dead  in  Christ  Ahall  rise 
fiflsl ;  then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain  shall  b^ 
eaught  up  together  with  the^n  in  theplouds,  to  meet 
the  Lord  Hi  the  air :  and  40  shall  we  ever  pe  with 
Ae  Lord.  Wher^ore,  comfort .  one  another  with 
Ibeae  wecda/'  (1  Thesa,  if.  lA.) 


peiad€«l,upQ.n }..    HoYvr.,apt,are  \v^,^Ui  ta  dw^ire.  MM- 
setveiS  ip  .thJ9  r^p?c;t !  .  TbQ^^  Q^  uft  wjbo.iiif^  }^W90^ 

^  WcHy  {Cai'e  to.admijtjthe  thpught?  of;dea^h  a|f#Jl  •  W 
if  we . dp,  it  is. ,^' ao, e veat .9t : a^  vecy . igp^^b .  distanpf^ 
i^  ivhich,  pp^ibly,.  one.  )timie(.or;Qth«f,.-wp  may  b^ 
^QQcerpfsd.  .We  think.  «ive. must,  of  oaun^e,  jbva.lo 
be  old  ;  and  that  we  might  as  well  tbink.of  gbiiil^i;^ 

'  ^edat  nooQi  as  of ;  dying  young.  Aodthofi^feiv 
of  us  tl^^t  Jive  to  advanced  yeai:s,  and  stoop  MndBr 
the  infirpfiities  a^d  burthens  of  age,.Jsuch  is^our 
unaqcoi^ntable  attacbmetit  to  tbe  prpseoit  .wc^kl? 
fre  even  then  still  UDwiUing  to  leave  it^tlHl,t  fla|^ 
^urselvf^s  (hat  death  is  yet  a  gtei^t  .way  off,  t!^tt4 
that  Qur  decays  are  not  so  great  but.  tb^t.iiife  igfift 
yet  live  some  years  longer.  Those  of  us  that^ftTQtii^ 
health,  think  our  ;time  too  precious^  ao4  Qur  ^WiCr 
engagements  too  important,  to.  give  w^y  to  ttio^{igtit#< 
of  death,  \^faich  properly  belong,  tp  a.si^k^e^^^u^^ 
those  whom  God  visits  with  si^kn^ss  and  p^ip,  ar^. 
more  solicitous  to.  get  rid  of  t^eir  disprd^r^v  ^ban 
how  to  imprpve.tbem  to  atny  s^viijig  pu^ppse.  So 
that  persons  of  all, ranks  and  conditiot^s  injife,  per- 
sonf  pf  all  ^g^s  an  4  characters;  a^e  too  apt  to  .flattei; 
themselves  wjtlf^tfie  l^opes  of  long  lifp..  ?.  And  is  not 
tbi^  their^^way,  t^ieii;  fplly  ?  ;  If  God  bad.  ^s^urejd  us 
that  bur  days : should  be  long  upon  .tbe|.€9f^b ;  or 
if  it  ?ycfe  a  ;c9^nippp.:^nd  gei?.erM;.thiqg,% 
tq^  live  sevp^aj  b^undred  yea?ft,  aft  .they  fii4  .fftffner- 
ty;  our  present  .neglige|^.ce.wpuldi;ijpt  bg.  sq  afe.. 
parently  inexcusable'  asj  now  it  id9:Wbe0,'.Gf[^  i]^ 
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mf^iOty  Mr\^1tkV8BA  Us'lmi^lifb,  bi!kt  given  us  the 
strongest  assuranf^esr;  andthetcrostawfiil  and  affect- 
k%'  iifi^niieb, '  of  Vt»  shortness  and  uncertainty.  St. 
^Aoies  reprove'  those  in  'his  time  for  hyin^^  schemes 
iMT  on^  ycRT  only;  whereas  we  let  our  thdughts  and 
Miti  ttthginatioris  run  an  age  before  us;— yea^  «anji 
If  God^ould  defer  the'ktroke  ti|l  we.  thought  our* 
Mlveb  old  enough  to  die,  we  should,  all  be  immortal.* 
-*-Ndw,' since  nothiiSgis  more  ptecarious  than  the 
period  of  life.;  since  nothing  fs:  mOie  important  than 
the  consequences  of  death ;  can  any  thing  be  more 
foolish  and' dangerous  .than  the.  delay  of  prepara- 
tion? Every  Wioek,  almost,  furnishes  us  with  in- 
stances of '  persons  who  have,  left  the  World,  in  a 
hwry  :  if  that  should  be  your  case — O  sirs !  if  that 
iikiuld  be  your  caserrrif  you  should  be  summoned 
iMO^  ^ermty  at  a. moment's  warning,  do  you  think 
ybir should  ever  get  to  heaven;  do  you  think  yoU 
sfaouM  "be  fit  for  heaven ;.  do  .you  think  you  should 
be  happy  in  heaven?  Can  ypu  imagine  a  few  dying 
grottos,  extorted  tears,,  and  a  hasty  *  Lord  have 
mercy,'  is  ail  that  God  requires,  as  a  meetness  for 
**  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light  ?**  You  must 
do  a  great  deal  more,  or  you  are  undone  for  ever.— ~ 
Say  not,  yOu  will  begin  to-morrowr-had  she  left  it 
till  to-morrow,  she  had  never  done  it  at  all-— "To- 
day, if  you  will. hear  his  voice  harden  not  your 
hearts;"  for  ^^now  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the 
day  of  salvation." 

*9.  Does  she  speak  ?-^Then  how  little  is  death  to 
be  feared  !  JFor  what  is  /leatb  ? — to  Christians  1 
mean.  It  hinders  them  not  from  speaking;  and, 
conseqtiently,  it  hinders  them  not  from  living. — 
Hinders  them  from  living  !-«-it  introduces  them  to  a 
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bigber  and  nobler  kind  of  life  than  ever  thef  liTad 
before.  They  live  with  aogela,  they  lire  like  aogeb ; 
they  do  angels'  work;  and  tbey  ea€  angels'  food.  We 
shall  neither  hdm^  nor  impi<,  any  of  those  reftesh* 
mente^wbieb^are  bene  aa  nscessaqr^f  jBms  ^bv^d^y  ^ 
the  Lord  will  be  onr  9tmngtb  ;  pQ/kbBt  we  shall  nui 
without  weariness,  and  walk  without  feinting ;  afid 
rest  not  day  nor  night  from  saying,  <'  H<Aj^  holy, 
'  holy,  Lord  God  Almighty/'  he.  With  what  ]rfea. 
sure  then,  and  cheerful  confidence,  may  we  look 
this  king  of  tei*rors  in  the  fece,  and  say,  '^  O  de^hv 
where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave,  wbef^  is  thy  victory  ?*' 
^^  Rejoice  not  against  me,  O  min^.eoepy :  thongfi  I 
fell,  I  shall  rise  again  :''  '*  for  I  know  tb&t  P^  4^ 
deemer  liveth,"  and  that  **  though  after  my  skin 
wormG^^eatroy  this  body,  yet  is  my  ftcab  afaall  I  kee 
God.'^-^Death,  though  he  may  teriiliy  asi  mmuti 
hurt  us.  See  where  he  lies,  oonqiiei«€^  at  our  fost^^ 
Kke  Siaera  in  the  tent,  witb  a  nail  tlvoiigb  Imtmis 
^esr  Sethis,  and  say,  ^^Tbanks.fae  lo.God^  wkia 
givetb  us  the  victoiy,  tbrongbonrLoid  Jes«aChmt/' 


I   \',\ 
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And  he  youndtn  Aim,  not  having  mine  own  righteous^ 
neasj  whieh  is  of  tke  tdWy   but  thai  ^hich  ie  through 

^  the  faith  of  Christ i  the  righieoumesk  which  is  of 
Gadhyf4iih. 

T^JTSB  ivofdS'  \&^  ««E  thoughts  ibrvrard  te  a 
ftwt  itwl^l  atilc)  intef^fting  PQrio<U  vheo  small  iumI 
{^t  -fault  staad  before  G^ ;  when  there  will  be  e 
gtoeral  end  aevem  scnitinj  ieto  eretj  pereon'e 
cAiaoracter  And  coiiducty  befom  the  Judge,  oi  all  the  . 
eaHb,  ^bo '  mil  dsauredljr  do  ngfat^  and  render  to 
ev^y  man  according  to  bia  deeda — ^*  to  tbem  who, 
by  patient  coBtinoance  in  w^lUdoing,  seek  for  ^ly, 
and  honour^  and  immortality,  eternal  life :  but  unto  , 
tbem  that  are  coiitentioua,  end  do  not  obey  die 
truth,  but  obey  unrigbteoiiaee«9,  indigoation  and 
wrath,  tribulation  and  gi^qiab,  upon  every  aoul  o€ 
mui  that  doeth  eyilj  of  the  Jew  fiwt*  and  abo  of  tlw 
Gentile:  for  there  ia  no  req[mct  of  peteona  with 
God/' 

I  said,  a  pieriod  awful  and  intereating:  ^  and  aa. 
indeed  it  is  ;*— ^'  for  we  mpet  edl  appear  before  tbo 
judgmeat*8eat  of  Chfiat.''  Evety  iodividiial  of  tUe 
aasembly  will  mako  i^  part  <if  the  geaeral  aoid  gBavdi 
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assembly*  of  that  day  :  the  greatest  will  not  be  ex- 
cused, nor  will  the  meanest  be  overlooked.  All 
toust  appear,  to  "give  an  account  of  the  deeds  doiyp 
in  the  body  ;'*  when  God  will  bring  every  work  into 
judgment,  and  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be 
good  or  whether  it  be  evil :  when  those  things  which 
we  did  so  secretly  that  no  eye  saw  us,  shall  be  pub- 
lished to  the  whole  world  ;  when  those  words  which 
we  whispered  in  the  closet,  shall  be  proclaimed  upon 
the  house-top ;  and  even  the  secrets  of  our  hearts, 
which  w«  ipever  ventured,  to  trust  our  tongues  with 
-—when,  I  say^  the  secrets  of  our  hearts  shall  be  made 
manifest.*— Where  is  the  man  that  does  not  blush, 
where  is  the  heart  that  does  not  tremble,  at  the 
thought  of  being  thus  exposed?  It  is  the  day  of 
general  judgment.  It  concerns  not  this  or  the 
other  person  only;  it  toncerns  us  all.  Our  own 
characters  will  be  questioned,  and  our  own  conduct 
examined  ;  which  will  leave  us  little  leisure,  and  l^ss, 
inclihatibn,  to  canvass  the  characters  and  censure 
the  cbndubt  of  others.       ' 

Since  thesfe  things  are  so  of  a  truth :  since  it  Is 

not  more  certain  that  we  are  now  sitting  together 

,  m  this  house,'  than  that  we  shall  stand  together  at 

God's  righteous  tribunal ;  since  the  events  of  that 

day  are  decisive,  and  th^  sentence  that  will  then  be 

probounced'will  determine  our  state  for  eternity; 

*  .        »      ►  *        ' '     -^  ^^      .  .•' 

and  since  We  know  not  how  soon  some  or   Death's 

glolomy  messengers  may  be  sent  to  summon  us  thi- 
ther J— ^all  these  things  considered,  it  is  impossible 
Bot  to  inquire,  and  to  inquire  too  with  some  degree 
of 'feolicftdde  and  concern,  "  Wherewith  shall  I  come 
befbr^  the  Lord,  or  bow  niyself  before  the  most 
bigli'  Gbd  ?'■    In  what  condition  shall  I  be  found  at 


■ 

that  iofioit^y  -important  day  ?  Wli^a;iGpd;«ntei$ 
into  judgmeat  with  me,  .what  have  I  to  sny.fpr 
ihy^elf?  Is  my  d^feiicie  :  ready,  'aod  is.  jt  .^aod» 
Will  it  bear  examination— ^theexaniQatioQ  of  God« 
who  cannot  be  deceived,  and  will  not  be,nlocked; 
who  will  see  through  all  disguisesr.in'a  moment,  and 
abhor  the  wretch  that  dares  to  use.them?-~Import- 
mi t,  confessedly  important,  as  the  inquiry  is,  yet,.sQ 
deeply  are  we  engaged'  in  the  pursuit  of  worldly 
profits,  or  worldly  pleasures,  that  there  ;are  fe^ 
things  less  thought  of  or  regarded.  Let  us  therefore 
^liddly  s6ize  the  opportunity  which  is  now  affprded 
us,  to  inquire  into  our  present  state,  and  to  lay  ug 
for  ourselves  '^  a  good  foundation  against  the  tiaie 
to  come.*' 

The  Apostle,  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  sets 
himself  to  oppose  those  who,  while  they  affected  to 
be  jealous  advocates  for  the  law,  acted  jn  direct 
oppo3ition  both  to  the  tetter  and  spirit  of  it;  who 
had  confidence  in  the  flesh,  and,  being  ignorant  of 
God's  righteousness,  and  going  about  to  establish , a 
righteousness  of  their  own,  would  not  submit. them-r 
seli^es  to  the  righteousness  of  God.  He.reckons  up 
a  long  catalogue  of  honorary  titles,  to  let  them  see 
that  in.  all  those  outward  accomplishments  .and  ad- 
vantages ,  he  was  not  inferior  to  the  best  of  thern ; 
and  then  tells  them,  that,  as  to  his  acceptance  with 
God^  he  counted  them  as  nothing  better. than  dross 
^  dung.  And  it  would  have  been  happy  if  tbosf^ 
mistaken  zealots  had  been  confined  to  the  Apostle's 
days ;  but  there  have  been  some  in  all  ag^s.  of  .the 
church,  who  have  depended  more  on   oth^^sf.  hqlip 

ness  than  their  own  :  and  boasted  more  of  .their  i e- 
I    .  .11* 

wion  tp  the  church,  than  their  ^eljit^on  to  (Jjjir^st*, 
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M  you.  irlH  ifhre  me  iw^aj^th^iimv  i  btfdnteiuM 
Mterupmi  the  pgrtf<iil«r.06MttteftttBDB /ef.the  tril- 
jt€t  bclM^  CM,  i  wottU  feviefly  dsicaot  ufm  4ftA 
of  thoM  Cbittgi  lii^liMh.  tlief'  Afortie,iai]|iftNC0UitftMl 
**faio/'  but  iMi  fltorivtfvdtf^tedifcmd  to.  cMiiil  m 

Giftumdud  4h$  Mgkth^dWf  fMttoMliag' to(JBhe'9M- 
•etest  iDrtitiitimi  of  M<igai)}^of  Ae*  9tmkiw^iigfa^ 
(God^8  chosen  peopte)^*^^  iA^  |ri6t^  ofi 
(  which  intiimteS)  not  only  the^certafttty^o^hifl 
*  ipw^  bii«  al9o  that  he  wa§  not  a  aoit .  of  ffhe^bonU- 
woman )  ;~im  Hibrim   of  tht   :0<0i»aM»^,(botii  1m 
pur^Dts  were  desoendants  of  Abnihaiii)«-<^«^AiMl  ytt^ 
ali  these  privileges^  of  hid  hirth  be  bitterly  ^ttsckiiM^) 
and  accounted  both  their  merits  and  his  own  dbs<^ 
itttely  worthletB  and  despicable,  as  to  ai^yeervioelAey 
cooUtebim  in  vtepeci  to  his  acceplanoe  vMkHmd. 
To  dMreod  from  an  andeftt  and  booMiraUiirfiwii^ 
is  undoubtedly  a  privilege,  if  weiftherit*tlMA*<«ir^ 
tees:  boty  let  our  pedigree  be  never  ao :  anoieatj  jf 
we  cannot  prote  our  relation  to  the  "^  Evertosting 
Fal^r,  the  Prince  of  Peaee;'M6t  tbepie^  lof  {M(r 
ftaroAitben  be  never  ao  etninent,  if  wis  oarnsiveBida 
Dot  iwquire  which  is  the  ** good  old  way,  -and  wrfk 
in  it;''  the  virtoes  of  our  aaceators/will  dnly^nif^t 
a  igreater  dtafaonofir  00  their  degenente  ,poal«ri^. 
To  be  descended  ikMu  pious  pannts-'iaA  ptitfifege 
pS  pecttUar  impoetanee^  li  r^btly  imprtured^itiift^ 
ffeater  Uessifig  than  to  be  deseeided .» imvo/ivmtitu* 
fpnitand.  kings;  bot  it  avails  nathmg,  ifwei^dbnat 
also  *^  bovB!  ^gnoy^  nnd  become  the  aocs^  of.  «(So#« 
The  Jews  detpended  nntch  on:  beiag  aUs  itonsagr^ 
^^  We  hive  Abraham  for  ouv  &Mitr;V^bwiiCiarifl 
ttlb.  theft^>»if  ye  wei^  s^bTtfhaha^sjd^  jna 
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/9«DiiUl*d«  tharvlMlnirof  4UHkibm ;:  btt  tiinr  je  %e^ 

ika^  Mt.  AbMtwIn.     Y«  Me  of  jronr  iatlier,  *  tte 

odmli  and fthe  «wki  of  jlMi^  ^Mtlier  ^/m  will nb.'^ 

HI  It  M  'OteerMdy  that .  ^e  irihe  ^  BMjamm  was 

aitqatsd  nearest  the  Temple,  and  jotntel  aot  -with 

Ae  odier  ten  tribes  in  theii' rcriolt,  but^itiU  edhei^d 

to  the  tpm  asd  i»fieomq>t6d:  .wofship  of  God  at 

JawMaloni :  and^y et  tbd  Apoollo  lagrs  no  maniaer  of 

jisete  even  upon  thta  adraiilage^.     Ofdinanoesr  in 

theateelipear  a? e  highty  to  be  esteconad  a^d  valued, 

eaa  the- wtaaaad  ^racknia  appoiiitaieiit  of  God^  aod 

,die  iiiBiM  of  gaaat  good  to  ua;  bvt  we  egr^cMis^ 

^avfiBtt  tdK  origiaal  design  of  them,  and  loae^  tbe 

fiffMcipat'  benefit  they  wese  intended  to  *  eonirey, 

wh«i  we  Best  only  in  the  ^^  bodiLy  exsrciM^  whieh 

l^fttetb  mtbiag/'  and  da  not :  consider  theos  ^ttitbe 

^aasithiougb  which  we  might  heboid  the  i^so^'Of 

the  Lflsd..   Thus  the  Jews  did  im  Jefcmiaii^  days 

( Jes.  ni.  4 : )  iheie  were  those .  that  trastad  in  tying 

woids«  sajring,  ^*  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  tt»  ten* 

pleiof  ihe.Lonl,  ^  temple  of  the  Lard>  are  we  /* 

tad^emn  at  the  day^of  Jnc^ment  there  will  be  many 

49nt  mill  have   nothiog  to  support  their  .qiaiufii 

el4hial  \aSt^  bat  ^^  wa  banre  eaten  and  dnsnk  In'  tby 

presence,  and   thou  heat  taaghl  in  our  istraets^^ 

ConseieBoe  will  not  bo  satiafied  Without  eoote  a[i- 

'^sanm0O><if  sel^^ion.      BepeMtaneo,    morltfn^on» 

snoeifyiag  the  fleab  with  its  affectione  and  i)wtV| 

^mA  tbe  odsBf  vigofons  exertiona  of  the  <  pQwer  «f 

ledlhiBBBi,  ana  tea  powetful  and  expsoaive.     TbeM 

lain  in^nitjr  whrcb  wo  regard  in  our  hesKtsj  and  a 

4in  whssb  w«  vA  as  a   sWeai  moisel  oadcr  'htii 

tongue^  and  are  loth  to  part  with ;  aqd  thenitte  wo 
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like  up.  with  the  &ma  of  godlinen :  mix  with  the 
multitude  that  ace  running  after  Jeaus,  and  oall  our- 
aelvea  disciples ;  appear  constantly  in  the  temple^ 
with  our  piottd  ^*  God,  I  thank  thee  ;"  fiM  twice  in 
th^  week,  and  pay  tithes  of  all  tha)t  we  possesa  rand 
go  ,down  to  our  houses  justified-^by  ourselvea  jos- 
ti^d,  but  not  by  God  I 

As  iouckmg  the  law,  a  Pharisee; — the  stricteBt 
sect  of  the  Jewish .  religion  being  called.  PhariMes^ 
either  on  account  of  their  iearnilig,  which  rendeoed 
them  the  principal  interpreters  of  Scripture ;  or  he* 
enuse,  from  an  affectation  of  extraordinary  sane- 
tity,  they  separated  themiBelv^  from  others,  as  if 
they  should  say,  '^  Stand  off,  fori  am  holier  than 
tbou/'-<— A. public  profession  is  undoubtedly  com* 
mendable,  and  our  duty:  ^^  Let  your  light  ahine 
befcNf^  men  ;'^  and,  agaip : '  ^^  Whosoever  shall  be 
ashamed  of  me,  and.  of  my  words,  of  him  shall  the 
Son  o{  man  be  ashamed,  before  his  Father,  and  the 
holy,  angels."  But  if,  when  we  are  called  upon  to 
give  an  account  of  our  religiou^s  conduct  at  the  bar 
of  Christ,  we  have  nothing  more  to  say  for  ow^ 
selves  than,  *  '^  I  was  of  Paul,  andl  of  ApoUoe  ;^  I. 
went  to  this  place  of  worship,  and  I  went  to  that ;' 
He  will  assuredly  say,  to  one  and  the  other,  '^  De» 
part  from  me,  I  know  you  not" 

Concttming  zeal^  perseciUing  the  cAurai*<— It  is 
good  to  be  zealausly  affected  in.  a  good  cause  ;  hut 
a  zeal  without  knowledge  frequently  injures  the 
eause  it  was  designed  to  defend ;  and  a  ^niliiag 
down  fire  firotn  heaven,  and  anAthenatiiifig  aii 
who  differ  from  us,  only  discover  gieat  uiichafita«> 
bleuess  towards  others,  ^nd  great  ignorance  ol 
ourselves. 


r 


■ 

^Voubhirtg  -*fff%  rIgfaeoUsnSii  f»hich  4s  of*' the  hn^i 
U^melkh  ;^Id  li^  6u twbVd'darHage  he  '^*  weAked^iti 
alt-'*^06a  c*nsM?ielice?  j*^  rtdr  was  thdre  toy  thii^Hfc 
hlstJdi!dirt!t  or  coriret*itiori  «W  *rhie*^  he  could  be 
legdHjrtlciWS^d—that  is,  he  wtfa  a  aob^ti,  virtaoM* 
mbmlTnan.—Gdd  forbid  tbiat  we  dhbuld  baiifeh,-  erf 
in  the  least  disparage,  moral rty !  k*i§  no  incoii- 
sWfefable  proof  of  our  Christianity.  '  But  'if  we  have 
Ddtftfhg'  else.  We  orify  **Viover  oiiWeHes  with  n 
cStefitagT  but  hot  ofG6d%  Spirit/^  If  Wehwbnc* 
tbilt  gftrmAit  of  the  Son  of  m^n,  whi«h  ifi'Witbotit 
adesffh,  and  reach^th  'down  to  the  foot,  *we shall. 
ftid'all  6ther  garments  of 'hatnre's  weaving: too  nai** 
rttwTor  us  to  wrap  ourselves  in:  at  Veast,  to'defttjd 
us* from  nakedness  and  cold.  •     ^         •* 

^•AH  these  things  the  Apostle  counted  **k)Ss»,*'''ncJt 
iti  themselves,  but  with  regard  to  his  confWenceitf 
them.  -He  'did  not  cast  off  good  works ;  Rfe' did 
not  indulge  himself  fn  immoralities:;  he  did  ndfr 
heglect  to  cultivate  inheredt  righteousness,,  as^sottils 
pretenders  to  Gospel  peifectidn  ♦do-:  *  but  only 
counted  them  as  trifles,  as  things  not  ^orth  m^n-^ 
tJoning-— yfea,  as  refuse  and  *•' ddnjg" — so  "that-htf 
Blight  win  Christ,  that'pearl  of  price,  tbatinestimai 
bte Treasure;  "  and  be  found  in  him,  tiot having,*' 
says  he,  "  mine  own  righteousness,  which  is  of  thfe 
tew,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Christ, 
tie  righttonsrfes^  which  i's  of  God  by  faith.'* 

•  --It  c&imot  be  ex{)e*;ted,  that  in  the  short  li mi fs  of 
ttts  dfab'ouf^e  1  should  do  justice  to  this  fundametr- 
tti«and  gforiouS  article  of  the  Christian  faith.  It  is;, 
indeed*  the  peculiar' glory  of  the  Gospel,  and  the 
gninid-feundt^ori  df  our  comfort  and 'hope.  If  i% 
Were  hot  for  this  righteousness  of  faith,  we  sbould 
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be  ^.a&9«r  IHe^ftimiei  au\ufic;(.  to  .\^w^^f^J'  ,%y^tj^ 
theleMt,  irreguUrity  in.4>tv  iOPB^uiqt^  op  ,t$py;K^; 
ereiy  tbought  oC/oolisfoff i^ftSp,  whicl)  t|Mp  j^  ]K9f.fM{h 
npuiiM^  tobe  fan;  i^rqilW.tljirow  W;inV^  fr^^i^BQt' 
nies  of  horror  4u4  ^««pav. .  Ev^ry  liWlfi  ^if^^^^Sf- 
body  wo«ld  utarm  uii»  as  being,  .foi;taugbtt  y^e  (^k^, 
the  mesMng^r  of  D^citb  tQ.Mq^^acm  u^  t;9  |Qo4^  tfi- 
bniial.    Death  WQuid  \^  indexed  ^b^  ki^g  of  tari^  {^ . 
and  the  thoughts  of  dyiog !— especiaUy  wheaj«r$ 
felt  death .  drawii\g .  ttear>  and  -  we.  bf^  ^H  ^^ V/f y >f  P* 
toina    of .  aj^pr<Mcbing  .  diasQ.lv^ioo  l-r-Qu;;  |  (m&^i^ , 
would  be  inexpressible  and  intolerabl^.|;.qf|rl^||' 
would  be  begun  ;  and  it  would  only  ]]^p9aii).ffr  (^ 
Almighty  to  confirm  the  sentence  of.pur,r^gi9g|5;otf[\r. 
science,  to  make  our  wretchedness  popipjle^e.  »;But 
now,  when  we  read,  and  belier^^  a^d.are^u^^thfit 
^^  there  is  no  eondemnation   to  them  (bal^'|af/;t,)i|., 
Christ.  Jestfs  ;"^that  **  God  is  in  Christ  r/aconc^ng 
the  world  unto  himself,  not  imputing  ,ii9to  .thi^^. 
their  trespasses  T'— that  **  bfi  T^aij,  m&de  sio  fff,  Uif|| 
who  knew  no  sin,,  tbfit  we  m^ht  be  mad^  ^tbe^^jgli^l 
teottsqessof  God  in  him;**— that,  though  ffe^^*^-, 
not  say  we  have  no  sin,  yet,  /' if,  wecon^esa.Qjuili 
ains,  be  is  faithfiil .an^  ju^t  to  forgive  u^  CMur  .^iQ^i.^fA: 
elaanse  us  from  all  imrighteoii^nesp  ;"•  aqd  d^ajt^.qp|* 
withstanding .  t^eir  j^ymber  and  aggmy^tionj^  V.Att 
biip  we  bitvi^  re0emptio^  through  hi;9  bloo^,  .the  fofw. 
giv^ess  ofour  sins^  acqon^ing  to  tbp  xicbieii.of  hi»^. 
gr^p/Vwii  tbntr  wh^Ji  •^by  tb^  4?e4»t  p(  th^„ 
htm  fiQ  f|eaU  Kvi^  CQi»14.b^  JBstie!fd,r  jep  ,**  we  ^jj^; 
justifiecj Jfcp^y.byi  bis,gnice^  thioqgb  tbe.r^^i^ifp. 
th{it  is  'wj^ff9^;.''^ln  the  full  persuasion,  o^Jjj^^. 
^fi^Sn^ifh  tr«tb)jw^  ".glwy  in.  tribjil*fj<«Ad»%. 
^<hriWH»JfflARfiW^  wul?,4a  «4?«*te# : 
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we  trill nph  id  d^ath ;'  and  bakfty  say,  ^<  O  death ! 
wheite  i&  thy  sting  ?  O  grave !  where  is  thy  victory  ? 
The  stitg  of  death  is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin  is 
the  few  :  hot  thanks  be  to  God,  who  giveth  us  the 
victory,  through  oar  Lord  Jesus  Christ.^ 
All  that  I  can  do  at  preslent  is  briefly  to  inquire, 

I.  What  is  meant  by  the  righteousness  which  is 
of  the  law ;  and  why  we  should  dread  t6  be  fotthd 
in  it. 

II.  What  is  meant  by  the  righteousness  whicAi 
is  of  God  by  faith  ; '  "and  why  we  should  desire  to  be 
found  in  tbal. 

III.  Conclude  with  such  inferences  as  the  sub^^ 
ject  may  naturally  suggest. 

We  ai*e  then, 

I.  To  explain  what  is  meant  by  the  righteous* 
Hess  of  the  law. 

The  "  law'*  has  various  senses  in  Scripture. 
Sometimes  it  means  only  the  ceremonial,  sometimes 
^  moral  law  ;  and  sometimes  it  comprehends  both. 
By  the  **  righteousness  of  the  law,"  is  t&  ht  flttdet^ 
Mood  our  conformity  to  the  precepts  of  it ;  which, 
if  we  expect  any  benefit  from  it,  must  be  perfect 
ttd  persevering :  for  ^'he  that  faileth  in  one  point, 
is  guilty  of  all."  We  must  be  able  to  lay  our  hand 
upon  our  heart,  and  honestly  say,  '  I  am  pure  frotn 
sin :'  and  when  we  consider  the  commandment  in 
its  greatest  extent,  and  all  its  particular  pfecepts 
are  laid  befpre  us,  we  must  be  able?  to  say  with 
truMb,  *•  AH  these  have  I  keptfrommy  youth  up.'* 
— If-wti'Can'say  this,  then  we  tifey  boldly  tflaimt her/ 
MMrard  ;  then  we*  may  lay  bold  6f  eternal  life,  DOt  ' 
as  Ae  giftrof  I3od  through  Jesui'GhrtsV  onr  Lord;  ^ 
hatas  ft  debt' due  to  our  perfibct  falflhn^ttt  df^tlke  ' 
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terms' OD  T^btch  it  was  proposed:  tken  we  m^ 
9eize  the  crown  of  glory,  and  say,  Mine  own  arm 
hatb  gotten  me  this,^--But,  remember,  the  law  makes 
no  allowance  for  the  least  failure ;  it  admits  of  no 
favourable  constructions,  no  paUiatives.  The  infir^ 
mities  of  nature,  the  violence  or  surprize  of  temp* 
tation,  the  sincerity  of  repentance,  and  promises  of 
fiiture  caution,  are  pleas  which  are  utterly  exclu* 
ded  by  that,  awful  sentence,  "  Cursed  is  every  one 
that  continueth  not  in  all  things  that  are  written  in 
the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them/' 

To  be  "found  having  on  our  own  righteousness, 
which  is  of  the  law,''  is  to  appear  at  the  tribunal  of 
God  depending  entirely  on  our  obedience  and  good 
works;  and  resting  the  whole  weight  of  our  salva- 
tion, not  on  our  ptevaiUng  piety  and  goodness  (for 
that,  as  I  just  now  observed,  will  stand  us  in  no 
Qtead,)  but  on^our  petfect  righteousness  and  holi- 
ness;— not  oh  our  outward  conformity  to  the 
outward  and  ceremonial  part  of  < religion  only  ;  nor 
on  our  having  fasted  twice  a  week,  and  regularly 
paid  our  tithes,  and  given  such  a  particular  part  of 
our  substance  to  the  poor,  and  constantly  kept  our 
church  :  but  on  our  inward  faaliness,  the  obedience 
Qf  our  heart,  and  the  perfect  rectitude  of  the  princi^ 
pie  and  spring  of  every  action  of  our  lives.  And  is 
there  any  man  hardy  enough  to  join  issue  with  Go^' 
Qn  this  footing ;  and  who,  when  the  Judgpe  of  all 
the  earth  calls  to  him,  and  says,  "How  is  it  that  I 
hear  this  of  thee  ?  give  an  account  of«  thy  stewards 
ship,''  will  dare  to  stand  forth  and  say,  '  Lord,  I  am 
holy  as  an  angel ;  I  never  did  an  action  which  In*^ 
nocence  itself  might  not  own  ;  I  always  kept  such 
aLSJtrict  guurd  upon, my  lips,  that  I  never  so  mucb 
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«h  onceoffettded  wilfa  my  tongue;  my  speech  was 
always  with  grace,  and  my  convereation  in  every 
fmrticular  such  as  beoame  the  Gospel,  of  which  I 
was  an  unblemished  professor ;— nay,  I  never  har- 
boured a  vain  thought,  never  knew  what  it  was  to 
have  any  evil  imagination  pass  through  my  pure 
and  uneorrupted  miind:— if  Thou,  who  knowest  all 
things,  canst  charge  me  with  one  instance,  either 
in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  wherein  I  have  deviated 
from  the  strictest  conformity  to  the  law,  I  will  sub- 
mit to  the  threatened  punishment ;  but  if  not,  I  ex- 
pect to  be  acquitted  and  rewarded,  according  to 
the    terms  of  the    fiiBt  covenant,    Do    ihi$^    and 

iher 

.  I  presume  such  a  plea  needs  no  comment.  ^^  And 
yet  it  is  the  plea  that  ev^  man  must  make,  that 
has  no  other  righteousness  than  that  which  is  of  the 
law:  for,  as  I  have  observ^,  more  than  once  ^al- 
ready, and  venture  once  more  to  repeat,  our  obe- 
dience must  be  perfect,  or  it  will  avail  nothing. 
Perhaps  we  think  to  say,  when  God  reminds  us  of 
such  a  sin,  and  the  other  sin,  and  ten  thousand 
sins,  which  to  be  sure  we  must  confess  ourselves 
ehaiffeable  with — swe  may  think  to  say,  ^  We 
repented  of  them,  and  were  heartily  grieved  that 
€Ter  we  shoikid  commit  them ;  and  we  were  careful 
Wd  cirGUtOBpect  afterwards ;  and  we  depended  on 
tbe«  mercy,  of  God,  and  that  he  would  not  be  strict 
to  mark  our  iniquities;  or,  at  least,ithiit  he  would 
&>i|^e  tfaiem  when  we  were  sincerely  sorry  for 
them/  Bat  where  does  the  law  say  so  >  What  war- 
^Vt  have  we  for  our  dependance?  k  there  any 
^Qg  that  looks  like  mercy  in  that  passage  just  bow 
^Mt  ^^  Caryad  is'-every  one  that'  coi^tfinuellh  hot 
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ifi  all  Ibmgs  writtos  *  in  tim  hoci^  ^Qi  t\m  i  law^  m  '4» 
them?"  (Gali  iii.  8.)  And  isdiera^ot  veaaon,  tfien, 
1o dread  beingfoitfid  in  tte-ttthsrHod  aniattrriedablt 
TB^i  of  out  dwortghteouaaea*?  If  wdifaave  tio  otber 
dependence)  bhiM  not  otar  *daiiinaticMi  be  aore  *  and 
inevitable  S!  *    ^  v       » * 

If  you. are  affected  with  Ihia  in  thenuiiifii^r  y«t 
ought  to  be,  you  will  lolkiw'ine'^with'pfeasvie, 
when  I  proceed  to  couaider,  >  '*  »' 
,  H.  ^'  The  rijrhteoumeas  wiriofeH^bj  the  fiuth  of 
Cbriat,"  or  ^'  the  righteousness  which  is  of  Godb^  i^ 
faith/*  >«»     .«  ^     u     I 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  attempt  a  ibnnal  proof 
that  '*  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  gl«y 
of  God/'  Scripture  and-  experienee  confirm,  bt- 
ydnd  the  possibility  of  denial  oV'dispute,  that  ^^  alt 
flesh  have  c<orrapted  tbeir  ways;''  that  ^*  there  is 
none  that  is  rigbMous,  no,  not  one ;"  and  that  the. 
whole  world  is  ^*  become  guilty  ^befereGod,'^  *^  dead 
-in  trespasses  and  sins^^-^^yei^,  acearding  to*  the  em* 
phaticat  language  of  the  Apeatle,  ^'  tsv^ice  dead, 
phickdd  up  by  the  ropts/'  It  was*  not  coottstent 
'  with  the  honour  of  the  divine  gcyrernment  to  pass 
by  such  notorious  violations  of  hk  law  witki^t 
some  satisfaction;  and  it  was  impoaaibla'  fot  eraa- 
tures  so  completely  ruined  tof  adTance  the  least  mite 
towvda  the  payment  of  the  knmense  debt  ti  In  ajseh 
circumstances,  nothing  but  a  miracle  coarid  aave*  na : 
Md,  thanks  be  to  God  t  that  miricle  was  not  want- 
hig^^rtiough  it  waa  aonh  an  one  aa  wtU  be  aaat* 
ter  of  milireraal  «ttd  e^reriastii^  aatoniahmcttt^  ■ 
The  iivalrlaMikig  Father  poapoaedt  and^  the  eternal 
Son  «6ftflented  to  aaamne  the  fanman  natore ;  aodrin 
'  that  nature  to  fuM  all  rigbtaouaneae;  to.  magriify 


.famiK^beiii  waipfty  tow  riftlitt,' &P<1  i  PQVf^^fl^  6^MV9 
ateW'tMeftoeterMlfliteabdUfeQmi^  Aecpcd^ 

MBt  ftvlhkib  S<Mi4'(0iade<of  a.inroiiia^  i9fide,iiod#r 
the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  ondef  the  law  :*f 
ttid,  h^  «ipe9ftrt  ohedieti€«  tocher {Mreatspta  of  i  the 
.laws  Aod.#€ODfifilete'aobmii*uMi.'ta  thcspesaUy  of 
the  law,  he  ^^inished  tratiagreaaioQ^  and  mad^  W 
end*  o£  SI  A;  and  hronght  in  «d  ^verlaatiBg  right^tus* 


f> 


It  i«  called  the  ^*  figbteotraneaa  of  faith,^  at  fyitk 
k  tfae*bofid  of  aoioD'  hetvreen  Cbriat  and  beliewera, 
in  eoMiK]ueiioe  of  which  they  are  cooaidered  w 
#he :  aild  aa  he  became  a<uhject  to  the  panisbmeat 
due  to  their' fvffeiieea,  they  become  entitledi  to  the 
blessed  conseqiiencea  of  hi$  obedience  and  suffei^ 
itiga^ '  The  Gospel  eonstitutioB  has  been  catted  aa 
^cbof  grace:  hy  believing  ia  Cbnst  we  throw  our* 
selTeaion  God'a  verey,  end  i^ead  that  act  of.grac« 
-for  ouriMfm  disduMge.  So4hat  we  are  sot  so  pi^ 
perly  aaki  <to*be  Qualified  by  faiths  as  by  the  rigfa« 
taoueieaa  of  Christ,  which  faith  apprdipAds  -a^d 
*epfkUcs.  "This  hafiibeen  Hkiatrated  t^  the  mm  ti^ 
yfnm  wmught  esv  the  woomi  %y  *<mly  >  toMbii^.  the 
hewcf  €hfisf*»ganDeirt:  thetrirtue  ti»it  haaled^fr 
'^ptw<ytedod»ij0t  Aom  Jber  ttwych^  but  fiifca^iq^ja^iiafii 
fVe^lWiclled*^-  •■    -    • ;  •         ^  *  •;   o    ..-...- 

Tfaie  ift^/w^at  I^iapptrileBd^ite*  be  tlte^plew  sorip* 
fvral  d^etrioft  of  jnatifieaftien  4i^  I«  difiera 

ftmn  joolafieotioB  by  tlioiawicJhiefly  w  th^^t  *be  l«w 
veqttires  peifect.  eA>ed«pee  aAd  mataafaotioB  to  be 
wrooght  ottt  m  oai<  own-  pemetia;  fiaee  4dloWB.xif 
Miedi>eten€e  and  aatiirfaciioii<if4.aa«rety>«^.thobMr 


gi^s,  ^^  The  soul  thafl'BiuiitltshRll  die;"  grace  says, 

^^If  any  man  sin,:  wb  bare,  ran  advocate  witb  the 

Father,  JeBus  Christ  the  rigttepii^/"    .And  is  there 

.  an^ithiog  unintelligible  or  absurd  in   this,   that  it 

shouljp   be  sQi  ridiculed  and  oppi^ed? — Is   it  not 

atnange, .  that  mankind  should  b^  enemies  to  a  doc* 

-trine  that  wears- fehe  most  friendly  aspect  ^qwards 

■  them,  and  points  to  the  only  way  whercdby  th^y  may 

.  Hff  tTQm.thn  wrath  to  come  I— rBut,  ivho,  and  vf bat, 

lare  |bey  .that  are  so  proud  of  their,  own*  doipgs,  and 

sf}  forward  to  stand   or  fall  by  the  righteonsnass 

.wjiich  is  bf  the  law  )    Are  they  angti^.?    Are  they 

•saints?    Whatvdo  they  more  than  others?     Is  the 

.account  between  Grod    and  them  exact    and  ^ir? 

j^re  there  no  blots  or  mistakes  ?    Is  ev^ery  moment 

^gf  their  time  regularly  accounted  for^    and   f^ery 

4alent  acknowledged  and:  improved  ?      Havp  tbey 

contracted  no  debts,  or. have  tbey  wherewith  to  an^ 

swer  them? — Verily,  .verily,  I  say  unto  you,   Ex- 

fCept  your  righteousness  exceed  th^  righteousness  of 

the  Scribes  and  Fhariaees!'— :yea,  and  exceed  the 

righteousness  of  th^  bolie$t  and  best  in^n  that  ever 

livedrr-^^  you  shall  injio  wisie"  (if  you  have  nothing 

e^o  to  recommend  you)  ^'ypq. shall  in  no  wiseen<% 

ter  into  the  kingdom  of  God*' /  -  .  •  -  .^ 

.    And  now,  who  does  not  seerthe  blessed  p^vilfge 

of  beingtfouodf.no t  having, their  own ,righto9 wneps, 

which  is  of  the  law  ;  but  tbat  which  i8.thft>ugh  the 

iaith  .of  .Christ,  tha  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by 

.  faith-9-tbat  js,  depending,  not  on  any  duties  or  worics 

^of  their  own,  but  entirely,  op:  tbe^cace  and  mercy 

Jd^  Gpd  in  Christ  ?  .  How  does  thiis.  r^^V^  hs  in  the 

great»^t  disti»we^  nod  inspire  us  twi^^  JliKNP^  in  th^ 

«0»t  OYervhfiliniPSicalaipitiea !  The«u.if^«^I^awtake 
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.OS  by  •  tile  throaty  and  sternly  say,  **  Pay  me  tl^ 
.tbpuoin^est;"  we  produce  tbe  band^Writiog  of  ordir 
^nnceS) .  that  was  agpQst  us,  blotted,  out  and  eatir 
'Ceiljed  by  tlie  blood  of  Jesjis.  Tbfsn,  if  God"Alr 
JDigfaty  whet  his  glitteriog- sword,  and  bis  hilNl  take 
hold  OB  vengieance ;  we  ean  say,  ^  Behold,  O  6od, 
"our  shield;  and  look  upon  the  ffice  of  thine  AneinV 
.1)^/.  1$o:tb]at,  while  the.  Jews  are  boasting  of  thesr 
;laiy,  and  Greeks  are  boasting  of  their  wiMom,  and 
most  are  betaking  themselve9  to  refuges  of  liest  and 
building  their  eternal  hopes  on  cpnfidaaees  which  ihe 
Ix>rd  hath  rejected,  and  in  which  they  sb^U  nbt 
{)ro8per ;  ^Viu  the  Lord  shall  all  the  seed  of  Israel  be 
Justified,  apd  shall  glory."  > 

III.  But  I  hasten  to.  the  inferences  which  the 
subject  naturally  suggests ;  but  on  which  we  ha^e 
not  opportunity  to  enlarge  as  the  matter  deserves. 

i;  Letiuooe  take  encouragement  to  sin  becaufle 
gracei  has  thus^bounded. 

\  Tberighteo()9i)eiss  of  Christ  is  ti  glorious eovei^ing; 
.  To  have  ^U  pur  sins  laid  on  the  head  of  this 
.^^  Scape<rgoatv'  ,and)  netwithstanding  our  persoqfil 
unworthin^s,  to  be  accepted  in  tbe  Beloved,  is  a 
privilege; of  ipf^nite  and  .^nsp^dkable  importanfe. 
J^lit  we  ;sbpukl  ever . remember,  that, that  spotless 
rc^  will  never  be  permitted  to  cover  an  unsancrHie4 
b^rt. , 'Jhoseonly  have  reason  to  expect  the  benefit 
of  it;  thfi^are  ^^  found  in  Christ  .*'•  and  ^*  if  any  man 
))e  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature.*'  If,  then,  vyc^ 
are  created stn^W:  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  work^;;- 
*--if  we  are  sincerely  aqd  prevailingly  holy,  not  in  this: 
or  that  particular  instance,  but  in  all  manner  of  coiur 
yefsa^ion  ;->*if  .we^ate  truly  huinbled  and  grieved  for 
Vur  imper^ctioos  ^nd  miscarriages,  and  loathe  our^< 
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i93  0»  JfafteMKfftM^.  [$K11M/'M. 

tMk»  mtmr  owo  sigbt  £»»  aU'tfae'^TMs  and  abomi- 
siatiofB  '«>bicli  we  have  connakted :  and  it  be  tlfe 
earliMl  deMreii  and  vigorous  e«Meavdur^^i>ur  scHjf^, 
toiJMfect  holiBeaa  id  tbe  feav  of  Godf^-T^^ind,  a|Wr 
i«ll,  ate  feo  thorougbly  ^convinced  of  out  unfitaeiii 
.to  ippeai  bffoK  God  in  our  filthy  cpgs,  that  ;iHe 
^ddie»  eoly  atand  afar  off,  and  aay,  God  be  aiercifol 
to*  vm  mtiera :— tbea  nvB  may  bope»  that  the  all- 
;€oede9eendfng  Frtoiid  of  publicans  and  sinners  wiJl 
Icindl^  spread  his  mantle  over  ue,  and  present  ua  to 
kih  Fathfer  ^*  without  spot,  or  wrinkle^  or  any  auok 
l&ingf''  .But  if  we  regard  iniquity  in  our  heart,  or 
roll  if  aiB.a  sweet  morsel  under  our  tongue ; — if  we 
call  Chfisti  Lord  and  Master,  but  do  not  the  things 
f which  be  commands  ;^f  we  depend  on  the  merits 
4if  his  death,  but  take  no  care  to  imitate  the 
holiness  of  his  life ;-— if  we  satisfy  ourselves  witii 
serpetually  talking  of  the  pi^ious  blood  of  Christ, 
without  being  concerned  to  be  washed  by  it 
Aoti  ottr  sins :— that  is,  in  short,  if  we  openly  or 
eeoretly  altow  ourselves  in  sin,  from  an  unwgf- 
nntfble  and  impious  presumption  that  the  righ*^ 
teousaess  of  Christ  will  cover  all ;  then  1  hesitate 
iMft  te:<my,  to  the  man  whose  heart  thus  coademiis 
]mD,'^^TlM>u  hast  no  part  nor   lot  in  this  nmi^ 

'*  'fiv' V  the  righteous  are  thus  scarcely  saved,  where 
shall  the  wicked  and  ungodly  appear  1  *  If  an  Apos« 
gMer'  wkor  had  lived  in  all  gobdv  conscienee,  and 
JW$my  'tonohiag  the  law,  bhuneleis  ;*^if  the  holiesf 
juii'liest'.men,  who  waHc  most  oircomspectlys  and 
iiAe  iflaasl'faeed  to  th^tr  ways,  and;  keep  theft  bearUt 
^ftb  tilt^-«greatest  diligence. if  who.  yuroid  th^^j^/f 
pearance  of  evil,  and  humbly  endeavour  to  watt 


in' all  ihfe  cotfmtiiitiineiwi 'ttod"  ordtnanrw 
fibrtf,  ana<to  66  ll6lf  *dttd  tbrttirl6«V'<lie  «nili^^f 
Odd,  witbout  tebiilft>^if^»lii5h<'ttft  lStm§ihd9M^Mt 
tftrst^  their  owd  ^rtbrkiMc^,  ^t  jMci  "itt^hm 
hopes  in  bein^  '«  foUtitiP  ill  ^\Btl'^tibtrhming  aa 
i!he\t  owa  fMiteou9n«^';'^'l)<iP#^  4d6ptdl|ibte«|«ft'1ie 
their  <?ase,  ^whb  nfe  &tBggeA  to  Gdd^i  "iiM  iHtk%d 
aftd  defencdess,  with  fio  A^tmAnntmvMlkeW  iMhn 
td' produce,  no  intereatf  in  the  tightMOMdMF  vf 
Christ,  not  a  word  to  'aay  for  theaHfldlvM,  iiftd  no 
kind  Intercessor  to  say  a  word  for  'th«»t  iW&o 
'can  wonder,  if  those  unhappy  wtetebto,  in  life 
wildness  of  ffaeir  despair,  should  ^'eaH  to  Cke 
rocks  and  mountains  to  fall  upon  tbem,  and  bMe 
them  fVom  the  presence  of  Him  that  sitMth  upon 
the  throne,  and  fironi  the  wratlp  bf  the  Lambl^^ft^ 
But,  alas !  rocks  and  mountains  wiH  be  tid^^deaf  io 
their  calls  then,  as  they  are  now  to  the.  caUfe-^f 
an  inviting  Saviour ;  and  the  justly  oflended '  King 
will  say  to  his  servants,  **  Take  them,  and  hind 
them  hand  and  foot,  and  cast  them  into  outer 
darkness :  there  shall  be  weeping  and  waiUng  mid 
gnashing  of  teeth/'-^-^^Now,  ^*  cdnsid^  tbis,''ye 
that  ftyrget  Gbd ;  lest  he^  tear'  yoii  hi  {Mces^  iMd 
there  be  non^  to  deliVtsr  you.*^  ^*  Kisb'the  Soo^ 
lest  be  be  angry^  and  ye  perish  from  the  lin^, 
when  his  wrath  is  IrmdH^  by«  a  litde^  ?  Sleaied 
are  all  th^y  that  put  thbir  trust  m  bra/'  * ; 

To  conclude.-^ As.  Ae  sufiject  we  basTe'  heift 
'consideriii^  is  of  kiidite  ^and  'unmilnA  coaeaP' 
quence;  as  we  are  aH^o^ufc  entrusted  with^.tdcMi^ 
with  which  we  are  to  eccispy  jtaiU  he  oeitae;  m  4mb 
and  another  of  our  fellow^aervfltaiti  are  abneit  darlgr 
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^allMupoQ  to  give  ;an^  aocouot  of  their  respective 
iQiprovementB ;  and  aa  iM)  know  not  which  of  ui 
shall  b^  next  •  siimmoned  to  appear  before  God ; 
>^  let  us  Jay  aside  ;^1  malice,  and  all  guile^  and 
bypocrtiy,  and  envies,  and  evilrspeakings:''  and  the 
moft  ifoperfi^tionii  we  discern  in  others,  '*  let  us 
give  the  more  diligence,  that  we  may  be  found  of 
hioA  in  peace,  witliout  spot,  ^nd  blameless. "" 
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A  NEW-YEAR'S  SEKUOtt.  . 


j£R.  xi^viii.  16. 


This  year  thou  ^U 

■ 

.  These  words  were  first  spokep  to  Hanaoiah,  ta 
a  judgment  upon  him.for  .contradipting  the.mesaage 
which  the  Lord  had  sent. to  the  people  by  Jeremiah* 
And  it  was  fiot  a  threatening  thrown  out  mt  ran- 
dom :  Jeremiah  .did  no.t  say  this .  in  the  beat  qf  bin 
passion,  or  just  to  revenge  the  affront  which  thai; 
£iJse  prophet  had  put  upon  him;  biU  it  wa3  the 
awful  and  irreversible  decree  of  .that  Grbd,  who 
/^  killeth  and  m^k^th  alive  :*^  and  the  death  of  Hana- 
aiah,  within.two  months,  fully  verified  it. — I  pre-, 
tend  to  no  .such  commission.  I  like  not  to  be  the 
messenger  of  unwelcome  tidinn.  You  seem  fond 
of  your  situation,  and  happy — (if  we  may  judge  frpm 
the  gaiety  of  your  countenances  and  the  general 
levity  of  your  hearts  and  conduct)  you  must  be 
quite  happy^  in  haying  goods  laid  up  for  many 
years,  an  agreeable  set  pf  frieqds  and  acquaintance, 
a  firm  constitution,  and  none  of  the  miseries  of 
poverty  or  old. age  to  spoil  yoi^r  mirth  and  put  you 
ill  mind  of  dying.  I  would  no,t  be  thought  a^ . 
Wmaiy  to  your  happiness,  and  by  gloomy  an^  vo- 
grounded  suppositions  check  your  joy.  ^^  Qod  is 
%^  ,w;^tness  how  earnestly  I  long  for  you  all  in  the 


S^         ,      •C^^a^lWyi>iiy.        [Siftir.W: 


WW*ls'Wifcfe*i;.^d^ ?«««;''   arid  that  'fit  is  mj 
hifttrt'b  id^«W^  tfnd^phiy*^  M  Qbd  fdf  you/*  t(i«t 
y«ii  ifitfy  li^'e  for  ^t«^^.    I  t^  %d(}fad;  b^f  Dumerdus 
obligfiti^tts,  to  form  Ctfb  teml^rest  iiriftheg  for^  ybur 
kteKk  and  pfosperity.    layout  Mtiiaftibti  in  life  be 
^tkf  end  comfortslble'i  a(nd  yoti  can  satiny  yott^ 
set v^,  fo^  the  sake  of  eartti's  flimsy  "^  etijby ments,    to' 
be«o' long  out  of 'faeaVen  ;   dr,  father,  iPlietigtli  of 
daya  would  be  fof  youir  real  comfort  and  advanta^d'; 
may  Cfod  Altnigbty  add  macty  future '  years  to  yon/ 
life,  and  crown  *  every   returning:   yeSar   witli  o^w^ 
iMnrks  of  gbodMss*     But;  slifety  it  caif^not  1^  * i«. 
SMted  as  unkind,  or  unfriendly,'  t<y' ¥eiliiWd'^tyb| 
tbat  your  breath  is  in  your  nbstrfls;  f  hat, '  flrttk '  k^ 
your  mountaiti  may  seem' to  st^bd,  it  ^hall  one  ^\A^' 
bfc  movBd^^  that  no  man  hath  po#€lr  o^er  fliie  kmfft' 
to  retfrfn  the  spfrit,  neither  hath  he  power  in  tliedi^ 
of  death;  thctt  it  is  appointed  t6  tXi  men  oufcd  td/' 
dte  f  that-of  that  day  and  hdttr  knbWietfa  "no  linan, 
so^(hafc  ai'a  sbai«f  It  shall  come  bpoil  all  them  tba^* 
dwdl  npon  the  earth.^I  presume  not  to  iby  \o  -any 
one,  *•  'Plfis  yeaf  thou  shtUt  die  •/*  but  I  ^iirvetotui^ 
td  say  «6*«veiy  otte,-  This  year  thou  'Gayest  dier 
anftth^^Wfery -possibility  of  an  event  bf  such  im- 
portance to  our  everlasting  state,  ought  not  to  be 
received  with  .indiffb'ence.    To  think,'  that,*  before 
tbe^etid'^bF  thiiryettf,  my  «yes  may  b«'  closed'  dn 
tW«<  T«*fld*ter  eircr;  that^my  body  may  be  rotting' 
with  fiid'^ucit  of  m^^  Ancestors  ;  and  my  «ouI  fix^;'^ 
uittrtCers*ly'«fikea,^fof  eternity  fixed       '  ■  t>    mf 
mixUVl  should  die  this  y^r^  where  wouldst  thou 
be  fi**f?-i^-^f  toy,  the   possibility  that  sucif  tf 
thrag  rift^y  bUpjp^A,  ^  a  Ad    this  important    ^ftttngtt 
teke  place  before  the  next   annual  return  c^  tlds' 


( : 


48y,  ,px^^  QQCMMriiy  affect  us,,  if  'we  th\rin M 0^ 
^^:vm\^,w  fH3fiotta-r-foF  qpaoment,  at  WaatiHs^w^ 
^.  BuK.it  wiU  b9«oiip  effecting  still,  if  wd  99f|i»i()ar 
tl^At  aucl»  a  tliiog  U  a^t  o^ly  (H^aiWfif  fatut  ps(ri)abli9« 
U' cm  hardly  il^  * iiniigw^d,  saagwue  aa  uifiaiPe.ia 
«^,p/oa|K«t»  ftf  lifiPk  »nd  Coirwavd  aa  evftfy  me  iato 
]^t  tb^.ei/;!!  d^  f^r  .fro^  himaalf,  y^f,  it  ean  hardly 
^e  ii|i^iq^dt  tha(  we  /»baU  a)lpf  ua  ever  me^to^^ 
(tn^tipch  9Ar  <^^<<AaioQ| ,  Thia^may  ha  the  lastNawn 
Year/s.aerfDpo  th^t  I  may  liy?  to  pr/^qh,  or  ttia  laat 
t^.tgycf)  may,liv,e  (Q,bear;  aody  whan  tb^  qnc^t  is 
pi$^qhied,ia  this  n^^^f  anr^ivors  may.dix>p  a, taat 
ovet/iW^y  eippty  sea^^^  ,.    .  . 

PutjtoaaaVi  MiFlteitn  aqMwrity  hfive  I,  tbita  to 
a^^Un  9f^  .Mff'ify  yoH  ^    I  aoawer:!  Aa  I  aaid  he* 
fi^ire,  I  pietaA/d  -^tp.  np  extraordinary  tevAuH^;  I 
aff<pet;w)t.,tQ.haye  looked  ioto  ^e  hopk  of  God'a 
4l^9r^^.aQjdJ;o|(no.w  wbq«faall  QfXt  benuijal^aii^ 
ao^pif^t  jlh#  d«»d  :i  and  I  ^CM^ld.by  ao.  ai?a«9r  hM% 
tMai  dtacio^jNTsp  look^^  ypoaa^  A  penmptovy  d^pla** 
la^jypD  of  ipin^iKK. particular  (peraoma;  but  .aq  a  aaa^^ 
apofthk  vmrAing  of.  Providattqe^tp  i»  aU.  /  £ho|vevar^ 
tbaji -y qu,  ipiKK  ^^^  ^bink  aucir  a  .w^raiog  a)j|«gttiM^r. 
groundl^s^  aMffi^rc.me  very  briefly i^.h^4 tat* the ^ ftAt- 
lowing; facta;  , 
K  The Jl^t  year- j9»rri?d  off. maay**    .  ..*  >   i 
,,Tbf  ..r^rpapedt  may  be  pf^aful;  biit  titi.mi^y  he 

p^^faWe^^,  U  *»py.  a^m,  wuel  ,to  iaiU,i4}ii  th« 
S^P^^^jSi^^  .^ep^rted  iog^a^.apdr  fiet.Qp.f^iW^  H^ 
c^ii|Ct^f^_ip_  tvi9^t,w;.rbu^  :it  wUc  nvpRfi  tiMA 
^JfBB?^??6?tfe5^^*  '^^•"W  wi/3^,.ij5  wp  afe>  th«re|)op 
^^fl-/^.?*'?*^y  «Wvit>>ws4,  ^  **  :beip  jKft.  b«4^A^^a^ 

^^^5fl^'«*«iW'  *o^P«ev»iW  >Ri«fei<#  *wfc  %aer 
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.  Let  IIS  only  rcctoltect  tfiis  day  twelve-nkmtlfB^mid 
Be6  how  mmy  ^Iteices.ire  empty  thtt  y^ere  their 
flRed,  and  iilled,  too,  by  persons  that  bid  9!i  filHr  to 

'  see  this  day  as  oursetvles.  There  sat  one  perton^ 
and  there  saf  another,  whose  faces  we  shall  'neve^ 
more  see  in  this  work).  They  are  gone  to  tfal^if 
long  home:  gone,  we  hope,  some  of  them,  to  tf 
better  temple,  to  join  in  nobler  services,  with  a 
more  perfect  iBcfciety,  than  here  they  did.  And 
whatreasion  hav^we  to  expect  to  live  to  another 
New-Yefdr*s  Day,  which  they  had  not  to  expcfct  to 
live  to  this  ?  Are  we  young  ? — so  were' they.  Are 
oor  circumstances  in  life  easy  and  agreeable  ^-^-so 
perhaps,  were  theirs :  and  they  would  have  been  as 
much  surprised  to  be  told,  This  year  th^ushalt  die;' 
as  w^ -dan  be  now  ;  and  yet  they  died:  andyeC 
We,  evei^  while  we  are  lamenting  their  mtirtaHty,^ 
fency  ourselves  immortal ;  as  if  Death's  quiver  were^ 
exhausted;  as  if  the  king  of  terrors  were  grownr' 
comptetfonate;  as  if  the  allnlevouring  grave  were 
cloyed ;  as  if  the  sentence  of  mortality  were  revers** 
ed ;  or^  at  leasts  as 'if  we  had  a  particular  exemption 

•for  oursslves.— Alas !  if  we  take  sheltier  undar  Sdy 
of  these  vain  imaginations,  we  shail  find  them  re^ 
fugesoflies;  anda'^  Thou  fool  this  Mghty^^  may 
alarm  and  ruin  us  in  a  moment,  and  for  ever.' 
'  ^  If  there  is  no  better  reason  to  be  gtven  why  we 
fi)ay  die  this*  year,  than  this,  perhaps  we  shall  find 
H0  great  difficulty  to  flatter  otitselves  with  the 
hopes  of  escaping.  That  others  have  relived  to  tfce 
chambers  of  the  grave,  is  no  argument  w^  vfm 
must  be  obliged .  so  soon  to  follow  them.  Death 
did,  indeed;  make  some  breaches '  in  our  churchy 
and  in  our  fomiliesi  the  last  year ;    but,  peibapei 
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now  he  may  direct  bid  mountful.iifaroh'  4ii^w 
Way,  and  we  may  hear  noinore  of  him^at  leaa^ 
^e  may  not  suffer  from  his  desolating  presence  te 
tnatiy  future  years:  we,  and  the  little  circle,  of 
our  fHends,  may  live  one  year  secure  from  the 
aknning  and  distressing  fears  of  a  separation /^<-* 
What  little  reason  we  have  to  be  thus  secufe^  will 
further  appear  when  we  consider, 

IL  Old  age  ha8enfeet>ledsome  ofus.  . 

Grey  hairs  are  here  and  there  upon  us,  though 
we  m^ay  be  so  blind  to  our  own  infirmities  as  not  to 
know  it,  or  so  inconsiderate  as  not  to  think  of  it. 
But  there  are  some  among  us,  whose  wrinkled 
Ihces,  trembling  nerves,  and  deertpid  walk,  seem 
to  invite  Death's  charitable  hand  to  conduct  tfaea 
4o  those  silent  and  solitary  chambers,  whwe  the 
weary  are  at  rest.  And  wou4d:it  be  strange,  my 
«ged  and  venerable  iViends,  if^  *'  when  the  keeper^ 
4>f  the  house  tremble,  and  the  strong  men  bt»w 
themselves,  and  the  grinders  cease  because  they  are 
few,  and  those  that  look  out  at  <  the  window  are 
darkened,  and  the  doors  are  stiot  in  the  streets,  and 
4he  sound  of  the  grinding  is  low,  and  you  rise  Uj^ 
at  the  voice  of*  the  bird,  and  all  the  daughters  <5( 
nusic  are.  brought  low ;  also  when  you  are  afraid 
of  that  which  is  high,  and  fears  are  in  the  way,  and 
the  almond-tree  flourishes,  and  the  grasshopper  is  a 
buitb^i,  and  desire  fails''-*— {  say,  would  it  be  strange, 
with  all  these  symptoms  of  nature's  approaching^ 
diaaolulion,  if,  upo»  some  sudden  shock, ''  th^  silvet 
cold  should  be  loosed,  or  the  goldea  bowl  be  b(ok««i, 
or  the  pitcher  be  broken  at  the  fountain,  .or  the  wheel 
be  broken  at  the  cisteim,  and  the  dust  return  to  the 
earth  as  it  w%s,  and  the  spirit  return  to  God  who 

▼ot.  II,  u 
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gptre  it  ?^'  *WouId  it  nob  be ^mdre •-  MKrpiUiai;^  it 
with  swAa  « feefble,*  tolUmog  tabernaole^  you^shouM 
"iveathfefT  out  80  many  •slortDSf  dig  in  the-  ufzeB  of  4i 
year  you  must  expect  4m>  oieet  w<i4h  in  suali  a^eii^ 
pestuous  elimate  as  thi6 ;  wh^e  deep  ealleih  nml^ 
-deep,  and  billowsand  water*spoiits  are  continaally 
pacing  over  us ;  and  man  iB-bom  to  trouUa  astiie 
sparks  fly  upwards  ?-*-^^  The  days  of^  ouriyearScVi* 
threescore  years  and  ten/'  Thai  is  the  snnty 
period  to  which  the  many  centuries  of  an  antedUu-* 
vian  life  are  dwindled;  and  by  farthegrealest  part  of 
mankind  die  vastly  short  of  thai;.  Here  aad  'ttkraa 
we  see  an  instance  of  those,  who^  ^^  by  reasonof 
stfeagth,  live  to  iourseore  years;  yet  is  thai? 
strength  labour  and  sorrow  ;''«*thay  are,  ioi-tim 
ffiostpart,  lost  to  the  dutieaand  comfodsfif  Hfoa 
their  senses  dull;  their  faculti^  impaired;  aod 
both  body  and  mind  reduced  to  such'  a  degree  of 
gstonMis  weakness,  as  to  render  them  the  oi^jtctfli 
not  «of  eavy,  but  oompasskm^  And  woisbd  it  \m 
strange,  when  so  many  pins  >are  taken  out  of  thii 
earthly  bouse  cf  your  labemacle,.  and  Ihe  veqf 
Ibuodation  of  it  is  so  undermined^  if  one  wrintsils 
storm  should  shake  and  overturn  ii?'  It  willbemoi^ 
'wonderful  if  you  should  liveto  anolihcr  .year,  thaa 
if  you  should  die  in  this.  i    i 

And  here,  perhaps^  those  in  younger  life  nuaj 
]be  piuHUBg  thttBsalves  uponiheir  youth,  aadiilatt 
Bering  themselves  that .  thair  lease  of  Uie  haa  otaoy^ 
inany'yttfa.  to  run ;  and  are  ready  to  say  tajtfaair 
aoula^  ^  Sosii,  Jiake  thme  esse:''  tbereferal  \^ 
leKve  to  add,v  '        ^-  -i.,  ^ 

^  IIL  Xhstaiakneasbaa  weakenedothers*  V        ..i 
,':  lHwy  of  uabave.  bean  afflicted  ttitb  diaacdoH 


which  iJbipiteMdiiiflinediate  de^h,  tbe  faftd  effiaettf 
oftitrhiQh  we  hftve  never. pfrfcK^tly  MQ0v^^^  W^ 
kat6  fmc^ived  shocka,  ^bich  have;  shatteced  out 
fraoiev  and  left  crevices  in  these  earthly,  taberaacles  . 
wbichiiwe  never  can  expect  wiU  he  eeXirely  doaed,  as^ 
ethagr-floallental  hk»t  affeds  and  vBtdens  them :  aoi 
^llatf  lithangh  we  are  but  Just  past  the  loorniog  of 
hftf^  (wei  gr^oan  under  .many  of  the  weaknesses  and 
iofiimities  of  old '  age.  Violent  pains  raok  dui^ 
bones;  our  flesh  and  spirits  waste  away  under  a 
visible  decline;  disorders,  painful  and  weake^ingi 
sstNftm  ftequently  upon  lis,  and  carry  off  some  of  our 
littfe  remaining  strength.  It  is  hardly  possible  thM 
eor  more  than  hatf^xhausted  nature  can  long  siAp^ 
pert  aiich  repeated  and  violent  attacks :  we  canilotlM 
sore  that  we  have  stfength  of  constitution  enoiigh  t^ 
mulive  another  struggle:  we  do  not  know  butthd 
lent  return  of  the  gout>  pr  stone»  or  oholiC).  ^ 
eou^h,  may  be  fatal  to  us;  and»  from  grmnti^ 
vliiter  the  languishinga  and  pains,  of  a  body  oC 
dboth,  we  may  be  suddenly  hurried,  ni^Led,  into  % 
moild  of  spirits.  And  this  is  another  reason  why  ii 
mayijptobably  be  said  of  some  one  or  oti:iec  of  us^ 

1  To  thia  I  might  «dd,  .      ' 

IV.  That  accidents  attend  us  all. 
<f;^«  They  that  go  down  to  the  sea  tu  sbips^  that  do 
bntf  uesa  in  great  waters  \  ithese  see  the  works  of  the 
Ifiqrd)  tad  bia  wonders  in  thedeep.-  Fos  he  oom^ 
maodethy  and  ratsetb  tbeatonny  wiod^  wfasdi'  Hfteth 
up*  the  waves  thewof.  They^  4Biou»t  tip  to  the 
heavens,  they  go  down  again  to  the  depths,  liimf 
soul  is  melted  because  of  tsoaUe:  they  f  eel  to ;  and 
fro*  .and  stagger,  like  a  dnmken^  man,  «ad:^am.  at 


their  wit'a  end.  •  Then  they  cry  UDto  the  Loid  in 
their  trouble,  and  he  bringeth  them  out  of  theif 
distresses*  He  maketh  the  storm  a  calm,  ^  ^at 
the  waves  thereof  are  still.  Then  they  are  glad, 
because  they  be  qui^t :  so  he  bringeth  them  unto 
their  diEisired  haven.  Oh  that  men  would  praise;  the 
Lo£d  for  bis  goodness,  and  for  hi3  wonderful  works 
to  the  children  of  men !"  (Ps.  cvii,  23.) — ^Such  may 
with  the  greatest  propriety  be  said  to  be  ^^  in  deaths 
oft;'*  subject  to  many  disasters,  which  can  neither 
be  jforeseen  nor  guarded  against; — a  grave  ever 
gaping  to  receive  them,  and  a  thousand  accidents 
ready  to  push  them  into  it :  so  that  when  we  hear 
them  describe  the  dangers  of  a  common  voyage,  we 
wonder  how  they  escaped  alive  to  tell  of  their  own 
deliverance.^-But  we  ought  not  to  discourage  those 
whose  duty  calls  them  to  these  hazardous  employe 
ments ;  nor  ought  we  by  any  means  to  think  that 
a  sailor's  life  is  the  only  scene  of  danger ;  theri^  is 
•carpely  any  profession  but  has  difficulties  a^nd 
dang^irspecuJiar  to  itself ;  nor  is  there  any  moment 
of  our  lives  so  effectually  guarded  that  death  canno|t 
surpvi^e  us.  Some  are,  undoubtedly,  more  in  dangec 
than  others ;  but  we  are  all  of  us  so  much  exposed  to 
the  innumerable  evils  that  encoiopass  us  about,  th%t 
our  iivea  are  a  constant  miracle*.  To  consider  the  pre- 
fervatipns  w^  experience  in  every  jpurney  w^  take^ 
in  every  night  w^  sleep,  in  every  meal  we  mak^,: 
tQ  consider  on^  what  inconsiderable  niceties  our 
life  depends,  and  how  easily  the  mpat  imperci^tibie 
irrc^Mlavity  migil^  interrupt  the  necessary  c^ircola- 
tionV  and  throw  us  <  into,  instantaneous  and  ^tx&or 
glifig  .convulsions  :-*^U  these  things  considered 
witb  .tl)e4»erk»aanes^  that  the  importance  of  them 


d^erves,  will  render  it  probable  that" sditii.  one  or 
cither  of  us  will  djp  this  year. 
'  To  which  I  wbuld  only  add,  that  man  at  btft 
best  Estate  is  altogether  vainity  ;«-^that  as  a  flower 
of  the  field  sa  he  flourisbeth:  in  th|e  tnortiing  it 
groweth  up;  in  the  evening,  and  many  ti rods  be*, 
fore  noon,  it  is  cut  down  and  withereth« '  Youth 
has  dangers  peculiar  to  itself*  Fevers  and  con-, 
sumptions  most  frequently 'fix  oh  sanguine  com- 
plexions, and  are  generally  criost  fatal  to  those  who 
have  strength  to  make  the  most  vigorous  resistance  t 
therefore  let  not  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his 
flitrength ;  for  if  your  bones  were  brass,  and  your 
sinews  iron.  Death's  poisoned  arrows  would  pierce 
them.  Let  not  the  wiie  man  glory  in  his  wisdom ; 
for  no  disguises  nor  evasions  will  screen  from  Death V 
all-exposing  grasp.  Let  not  the  Hch  man  glory  in 
his  riches ;  for  mountains  of  gold  could  not  bribe 
bim  to  withdraw,  or  so  much  as  to  withhold  his  up- 
lifted band^  or  for  a  moment  suspend  his  clay-cold 
embrace.  But  let  us  all,  instead  of  putting  the 
evil  day  far  firom  us,  and  deluding  ourselves  with 
the  foolish  .and  ungrounded  imagination  that  our 
Lord  delayeth  his  coming,  and  that,  let^  our  beha^ 
viour  be  what  it  will,  he  will  let  us  alone  this  year 
rise ;  let  us  rather  take  it  for  granted,  that  some  one 
or  other  of  us  shall  die  this  yeat ;  and  as  we  know 
not  which,  nor  how  many,  it  may  be,  let  tis  con* 
sider  what  is  the  improvement  we  aiP  ought  to  make 
of  this  alarming  consideration. 

I.  Let  us  not  be  ov^r-much  siffeeted  at  any  <rf 
the  occurrence^  of  this  dying  life.  ' 

It  is  equally  an  argument  of  stupidity  and  folly^ 
to  be  moved  at  eivery  thing  and  to  be  moved  at 
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Dothih^.'    In  the  former  case,  our  hearts  too  much 
resemble  a  feather;    in    the    latter,    a  ^tone.     A 
total  Insensibility  towards  external  things  has  been 
often  pretended  to,  but  neter  attained;  land  if  ft 
had,  it  ought  ilot  to  be  boasted  of,   as  it  is* very  far 
froto  being  a  perfe<ition.    There  are  relations,   to- 
wards which  to  be  indifferent  were  to  be  unnatural ; 
and  there  are  comforts,  for  which  if  we  do  not  serve 
the  Lord  with  cheerfulness  and  gladness  of  heart, 
we  ate  not  grateful  as  we  ought  to  be  to  the  Giver 
of  them.     But,  then,  since  these  relations  and  com- 
forts are  variable  and  perishing,  we  should  let  our 
^  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men."    This  is  the 
tkse  which  the  Apostle  makes  of  this  observation : 
^  But,  this  I  say,  brethren,  the  time  is  short:  it  re- 
maineth,   that  both  they  that   have  wives,    be  as 
though   they  had  none;    and  they  that  weep,  as 
though  they  wept  not;  and  they  that  rejoice,  as 
though   they   rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that  buy,  as 
though  they  possessed  not ;  and  they  that  use  this 
world  as  not  abusing  it  :  for  the  fashion  of  this 
world   passeth  away/*     (1  Cor.  vli.  89-)     Which 
Words  are  not  designed  to  eradicate  natural  affec* 
tions,  to  destroy  property^  or  put  a  stop  to  woHdIy 
business;  but  only  to  moderate  our  aflfections,  and 
to  caution  us  against  setting  our  hearts  t6o  mtidh 
upon  the!  most  eridearing  and  endeared  retoti^s;  ht 
most  admired  possessions.     Wduld  not  all  the  worid 
condemn   the  folly  of  a  traveller,  who  shoUM  *e 
transported  at  every  gewgaw  that  strikes  his  eye  in 
the  place  through  which  he  passes,  or  where,  at 
longest,  he  stays  hut  a  night  ?    And  what  are  we^ 
biit  strangers  and  sojourners  in  a  world  where  we 
bavie    no  cbhtiniiing  city;   and  what  better  thaft 
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gigwgaws  aocl  vanity  are  e^rtb^s  qiost  i^ubttantiaL 
enjoyments  ? — though,  were  they  never  so  valua-* ' 
ble,  considering  the  abortness  of  our  stay  in  the' 
present  ^tate,  it  were  ibily  to  be  tob  eager  in  the 
pursuit,  or  too  secure  in  the  possession  of  them* 
If  the  things  we  doated  on  were  durable  and  per»-' 
manent;  if  we  had  a  prospect  of  living  to  the  age 
of  Methuselah,  to  enjoy  them ;  our  fondness  would 
be  more  excusable:  but  to  dasp  about  objects  with 
Inordinate  desire,  which  we  are  assured  we  mu;9t  be 
speedily  plucked  away  from ;  to  set  our  affecUons 
on  things  which,  for  aught  we  know,  may  be  taken 
from  us  to-morrow,  or  we  may  be  taken  from  them 
to*day ;  is  only  to  make  the  parting  more  difficulty* 
and  to  give  a  keener  poignancy  to  the  agonies  of 
death.  And  for  the  same  reason  that  we  should  re» 
joice  as  though  we  rejoiced  not  in  th^  acquisition 
of  woHdly  goods,  we  should  weep  as  though  we 
,wept  not  at  the  loss  of  them.  If  death  robs  us  of 
our  enjoyments^  it  puts  an  end  to  our  sufferings 
too, 

'    lam  speaking  now  to  Christians,  whose  happi«^ 

Bess  lies  beyond  this  worlds  and  w.ho  have  treasures 

.kitd   up  where  accidents.  Josses,  disappointments, 

and  vexations,  are  known  no  more  at  all. — Chris* 

tians  bave^  undoubtedly,  better  motives  to  patience^ 

•  ftnd-oobler  springs  of  consolation,  than  merely  the 

ibortaess  of  life;  but  yet,  it  is  no  inconsiderable 

•9eli4f*ta  a  ^  soul  weary  and  foint,  that  has  been  long 

struggling  under  burthens  bard  to  be  borne-r*I  say^ 

it  is^  a' very  considerable  relief)  that  it  will  not  be 

always  thus.     ^I  can  live  but  a  few  years  more,  al 

tnost ;  pefh^^ps  I  may  die  this  year ;  and  then  all 

tears  shall' ba  wtped  aw^y  from  my  eyes,  and  I 
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akNtlfr' n^M  dike^ri^fii^'  from  worldly  inreumbsancttf. 
aftdi  Meuce'from  ^rorldly  s{>ite.  I  shall  lure,  in:  a, 
world  wbenee  sorHDw  and  8igbii%  shall  flee  amn^ 
forever.'  Why  «irt  thou  cast  dawoi  then,  drngfr 
spul  ^— ^thy'  afflictiom  are  but  for  a  mqneat.  XW 
cross  tl»a4;  4s  laid  upon  *me  is,  indeed^  a  heanry  one^ 
and  tkm  (laifi  it  gives  me  is  so  greats  that  1  bxy^ 
bwn  aooietiiiies  tempted  to '  say ,  ^' N^ever  wasisoi*^ 
10W  like  unto  my  aorraw  :"'  but  this  is  my  oocnfiE>rt» 
X  hare  not  far  to  ^mrry  it;  perhaps.before.  the  sua. 
liaa,  run.  out /half  bis  annual  period  I  ftmybsTegot 
tp  my  goal,  my  warfare  may  be  accoaaplisbed, ..  and 
God  may.  have  gsaciouely  given  me  a  disQhaigf^. 
irom  estate  of  perpetual  uneasiness  and  dBiaget.* 
..  Let  thie  consideration  check  ati  excesses  of^oy  of 
soi(Tow;  let  it  teach  us  a  greater  disio  teres tedncsa 
^fk4  iodifierenoe  tatfae  coocefns  of  time^.  Let  us 
mot  admit  these  so  near  our  hearts  as  to*  make  tfabm 
%99ential:t9  our  Jbappiness ;  but  always  oefisider  the 
tomfoits  .of  iile  m  things  wjiich  we  may*  livo; wit hn 
out,  as  things  which  we  hold  by  the  most  pnh 
carious  tenure,^.  and  which  our  duty  obliges  us 
^eerfuUy  t9  give  up  the  moment  they  are  called 
for:;  and  th^n,  in  the  day  of  prosperity  we  sliaU 
i^ftpicp,  aqii  in  t;ki9  day  of .  adversity  consider;  aod 
ia  both  ;po8S€pfi  suipb  m. evenness  o^  mind  ^  shfttt 
convinces  tt^9,.^or)d  that  we  haw  other  9iid  btgifaite 
exp^qWipns»  ,ap4  that  we  wn  looking  for  ff.ft  ei^ 
vif^'^ch  ,|i#th)^undaf!loo^  whose  builder:  atd  .Qak<9i 

'  s^yW^t^Vfiv  ^Q^r  hi^nd  findetji  to  do^  4et  m»  ((bit 

wthMlPHT.paig^Ur  »v.  .  .  ,     -    •;,• 

w  W.^  ha^^tiyiH  t^rn^  tP  tone :.  perbapa,«  .veiy  mwU 
J^«  of  tlm^Affily-togufi  y«9f  .ia%y  JmelLtbe  tifse 


fcr  eteroity— -  y es ;  eternity  depend  iOOkOM  piM 
8011*  ditigfioeeor  tloth.  <  What  mre  tU  thep^ttyitm.^^ 
joygoeats  of  time^  aboiU  which- a  mistakeji  wocU 
affects  joick  an  air  of  himy  and  cpocern !  *  H«r 
itapertinent  aud  tiifling  the  ioquirieB, .  '*  .WlMt  ^  shall 
areeat,  or  what  shall  we  driok,  and  nvb^mwithal 
siudl  we  be  dothed  )'' •  wfaioh^  yet  are  snadewkhthd 
mosbMrxifiaseolioitode,  and  engross  the*  attention 
efi  the  generality  of  niaDkiad!<~I  say,  how  .mean 
dod  unwiorthy  is  it,  to  employ  ail  oui?  conoem  uponi 
the  Gates  or  pleasuns  of.  this  life,  and  oerer  to  iim 
quire,  ^^  what  we  shall  do  to  .be  saved/'  **  w)hat 
good  thing  we  shall  de  that  we  may  inherit  eternal 
life  i^'^-^Snrely,  if  we  did  but  seriously  coMider  the 
Mtu»  and  worth,  of  the  future  blessedness:  and 
were  thoroughly  aequainted  with  our  own  hearts^ 
and  their  i^olute  unpreparedness  for  entering 
open  it ;  we  should  need  nothing  more  to  oonyinee 
ns  how  neoessary  it  is,  that  what  we  do,  we  should 
do  quickly.  The  happiness  of  heaven  is  too  im** 
portent  to  be  hazarded  on  the  dreadful  peradvea^ 
tute  of  human  life :  and  to  prepare  for  it,  is  a  work 
6f  too  much  difficulty  to  be  delayed  to  the  hurry 
Sttd  distraction  of  a  dying  hour.  Alas!  Death 
may  bein  rach  haste  wh^Ei  he  comes,  as  not  to 
altow  you  time  evai  fee  a  iiaslrjr  Lard'  have,  tner* 
«y:  aiul  it  will -be  sad^iadeed,  if  there  should  be 
any  allewed  defiMt,  any*  essential  omission  then; 
To  say,  I  intended  to  repent  after  I  had  finished 
sueb  #1 -eagagement  that  lay  upon  tny  bands ^  I 
had  resolved  to  reform  if  I  had  liveda  -little  longer; 
lives  tJiMcfngaboMjotningHiytelf  tb  the  Lord  in 
•  ^perpetual  cciteiiatit  neter  to  be  fi>i^teti :   1  wis 


jttet  beginning  to  thifik  ^d*  my  waya»  aQcl  te  pita 
myTeet  to  God's  testitDOniBs.— ^  Ab,  Sire!  it^wall  be. 
s^  idcleed^  to  be  but  beginning  your  wxvk  .wheo 
ihesliadoM^s  of  tlie  evening  are  gtretcbing  out  over 
^MRi^  and  tbe  night 'dravs  on  apace,  wherein  no. 
»afi  cao  work.  All  the  little  time  you  have,  will 
be  spent  in  the  moat  bitter  reflections  .and  seif-jup^ 
braidings;  your  spirits  will  not  be  composed  wiougk 
•o  attempt,  or  so  much  aa.to  think  of,  repentance  i 
dktatb,  and  its  dreadful  consequences,  wiU  be  ^4^ 
ways  uppefmost ;  and  you  must  die  either  atupid.or 
distracted.'^r-Praventall  this  now,  while;  itjsin.youc 
power  to  prevent  it.  Live  much  in  a  little  tim^; 
aodiettkis  year,  if  it  ahould  be  the  last,  be  tbe 
busiest  and  best  year  of  your  life.  God  Almighty 
grant,  that  this  day  (if  it  cannot  boast  .an  eaidier 
date) ->**  may  this  *day  be  the  sera  of  your  happi^f 
Deds-»*tbe  day  when  you  first  began  to  live->*<-yottr 
Sfiiritual  birth-day-*<'the  day  when  the  Lord  poured 
out  upon  you  the  spirit  of  prayer,  which  ia  tbe 
breath  of  the  soul;  and  when,  by  entreating  bis 
ftvonr  '  with  your  whole  heart,  you  gave  the.  first 
^poof  of  your  being  born  again  ! 
.'  3*  Let  us  fejoice  in  the  prospect  of,  a  world 
where  we  shall  never  die. 

If  this  were  the  final  state  of  existence,  and 
earthly  enjoyments  were  aU  we  had  to  expect,-  va 
vnigfat  well  inquire,  M'hereiore  hast  thou  made  «U 
irieoiniBainB  But  ^Mife^nd immortality are»brQUgJbt 
toifgbt  byi  the  gospel:  aad  we  have  diacaveiies, 
and  promises,  cud  foretastes,  of  a  bappftnfas.inteitely 
unpenor  toeil  vRhich  th«  kingdoma^f  tbis:wofld,  Md 
thiB  ^bcy  of  t bem^  ean  bestow^  >E ven :  in  tiita  woiid^ 
i^ilras  it  is  of  faotara  aadttbocaa,  there  are  someclv 


I 

iF€f^  !9pot9;  whicti  wlicnireiaceiileTitaUyrihg^it'Upeii 
laAAUfe  cries<Hif eagerly;*  ^  Lwd/tt  tftgoodtiobo  btre* 
M¥6  let  m6  fAtcb  my  tab^ryacle^^^-^tvperhaps^ 
Vetbte  the  wor3^  -  ate  ivell  out*  ef  (cmr  'month  a 
(ildud  ov^rshadbW^tJs;  aird  our  disrtreas  19  greater 
lib^  th^n  our  joy  was  before.  Sdknetimesr^  perbapft 
afliir  a  variety  of  changes,  and  scents  oCti^ying 
d)sippt9ittttnent,  w«  find  otfrselves  agreeably  situ«^ 
ated  fn"  Hfe^ii  the  midst  of  friiends  sinaerei-aiid 
afibcttonate ;  harmony  and  love  nniting  the  hapf^ 
dfrclef;^  cHeerfulness  Iw  every  countenance,  and  joy 
m  ^very  heart  ;-^^when  the  hand-writing  upon  the 
wall  interrupts  us  with,  ^^  TkU  year  ihou  skedt 
die:'^ "  At  another  Ume,  perhapB,  w»th  iivdefatig»« 
hie,  and 'it 'may  be  criminal,  industry,  we  bad^laid 
Kp  gbod^  for  *mriny  yeats:  we  had  risen  early^  sat 
tt|i  late,-  and  eaten  the  bread  of  'carefulneso ;  wm 
bad  neglected  God  and  our  sou  la,  and  eternity; 
so  busy  were  we  in  our  worldly  callings,  so.  eager 
f6  buy  and  sell,  and  get  gain ;  and  at  lasl^  just 
at  the  "tl^ry  tim^  when  we  had  said  to  ouraoi:^t 
***Soul,  take  Ihine  ease/'  Death  •eanie>toii8  with; 
*^  Thou  fool,  this  nigbt>  shall  thy  soul •  be- nequifed 
Ht  thy  bands  l^'-^^-But  there  is  a  -  world  where  .death 
shall  be  swallowed  up  of  yictwy,*  and  MaortaUty 
%hail  be  swaHow^d  up  of  Kfe:  where  we  shall  dwell 
Iff  houses  not  made  with  handssr  ^ft^maH  in: the 
'biciavieina^  we  shall  pos8est>a  kingdqmithai'CaiiiMBt 
kfi^mo^^i  «>id  '^««i*  a ^ crown  of^gloryr  tiNrt<fade>lh 
tynt'away:  amd  shall  te  e*rfclied.  witii' treaaures 
^trtafciiimofh  and  rust  cannot  c6i1^npt^  and  which 
^^ther  4WQd,  noa  vjolenet;  i(  nor- aeoidenty  tior 
dfiftth,  nor  itinfe,.*ean  ^deprive  q$  oL  1  There,  we 
tfaaU  ixietev  Ibel  i  *l)e  hsart«reiidsng  ai^iiiea .  of  weep^i 
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11^  drer  a  dead  friend ;  nor  afcfall  Ve  ever  give  our 
living  friends  the  pain  to  mourn  over  ue  :  we  ^xA 
they  abftll  be  immortal,  like  the  Fatlier  of  our 
spirits,  like  the  eternal  and  self^xistent  God ;  t6 
whom,  by  a  condescension  the  most  surprising,  ^e 
shall  then  be  nearly  related. 

Let  tktm  tremble  to  be  told,  '*  This  year  thou 
shalt  die,''  who  have  a  second  death  to  fear:  but 
let  those  who  have  passed  from  death  to  life,  re« 
joieift  in  their  long  expected  release  from  all  the  sins 
attd  sorrows  of  mortality,  and  enter  with  pleasure 
into  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  under 
the  conduct  of  their  ever-faithful  Guide  and  Guar- 
dian; since  they  know  it  is  only  the  passage'to  a 
world  of  everlasting  lights  life,  and  joy :  where 
'^  the  inhabitants  shall  no  more  say,  I  am  sick  ;'* 
where  they  shall  have  free  access  to  the  tree  of  life; 
and  temptation,  sin,  and  death,  shall  have  nothing 
more  to  do. 

To  conclude.-^ Seeing  we  look  for  such  things  as 
these,  ^^  what  manner  of  .person^  ought  we  to  be  T* 
Holiness  becomes  those  who  are^looking  for  heaven ; 
and  diligence  becomes  those  who  are  looking  for 
death.  If  you  shoul4  die  this  year,  and  death 
should  find  you  unprepared,  you  will  then  recollect^ 
that  you  were  this  evening,  warned  of  it,  and  ear* 
neatly  exhorted  to  get  oil  in  your  vessels  with  your 
lamps.—"  Go  to  now,  ye  that  say.  To-day  or  to- 
morrow we  will  go  into  such  a  city,  and  Qontinue 
there  a  year,  and  buy  and  sell,  and  get  gain; 
whereas  ye  know  not  what  shall  be  on  the  morrow. 
For  what  is  your  life  ?  It  is  even  a  vapour,  that 
appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanisbeth 
away/'«**Let  this  thought  accompany  us  wherever 
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we  go:  and  let  us  engage; in  all  th^  diitlair.«if  ^ 
and  religioQ,  as  if  we  beard  a  voice  from  hcareii 
sounding  in  our  ears,  ^^  TMa  ymr  'ihtm  $hali  A^^' 
Let  us  make  sure  of  an  interest  in  Him  who  hath 
**  conquered  death,  and  him  tkat  had  the  power  of 
death,  that  is,  the  devil  -/'  let  us  **  lay  up  a  good 
foundation  against  the  time  to  come:"  and  then, 
the  thoughts  of  dying  this  year,  or  this  night,  will 
not  make  us  melancholy.  All  the  days  of  our  ap« 
^inted  time  we  shall  wait,  til)  our  change  comet 
and  when  ''  He  which  testifieth  these  things  saith^ 
Surely  I  come  quickly ;"  our  souls,  quite.tired  with 
vanity  and  sin,  will  cry  out  with  eager  exultationi 
.  ^'  Amen :  even  so :  come,  Lolrd  Jesus/' 
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SERMON  XVI L    .,-      .    .    -f 
tMZ  Gooi>  m*an'^  duxv  A^^  blesskdkehs.    .^ 

7%M  /  iM/i'^0  nnla  Me  altar  of  God^  unUh  G^  njh 

€JC€€edmgjoy —  •  -  */ 

. » 
*  And  then  I  shall  be  happy;    heaven ^onlv' 

can  make  me  happier.     O  !   if  I  can  but  |;et  neai; 

to  God,    and  procure  a  smile  from  him/  all  the 

world  will  be  as  nothing  to  me.     A  busy  world,  a| 

smiling  world,  a  frowning  world  —  I  shall  be  iiK 

different,  I  shall  be  insensible  to  it  all.     Being  ji^ 

wrapt,  as  it  were,  in  God;  and  my  whole  attentioii. 

fixed  on    the  contemplation  of   infinite  Wisdom^ 

infinite  Power,   infinite  Goodness^  and  unchanging 

Faithfulness;  I  shall  be  in  a  manner  blind  and  deaf 

to  the  trifling  occurrences  of  time:    I  shall  rejoice 

as  though  I  rejoiced  not,  and  I  shall  weep  as  though 

Incept  not: — in  short,  let  the  world  go  how  it  will, 

none  of  these  things  will  move  me:  joy  in  God 

swallows  up  every  inferior  affection. 

.«<  G^cat  All  io  AU»  4tero«l  King, 

Let  me  but  view  thy  lovely  face, 
And  all  my  powers  shall  bow,  audaiiig 

Thitie  endless  grandeur,  and  thy  grace. 


» t 


This  Psalni  is  dated  from  the  wilderness,  and 
speaks  distress  in  every  part  of  it.  Here  aca  tbfi. 
s^me  arguings  with  his  soul,  and  almost  the  saiM* 
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prayers  to  God*  a»  in  the  former  Psalm; — which 
jjby  the  way)  may  teach  us,  that  God  hath  not  foi- 
gotten  ua^  though'  'our  afflioliolis  •  be  not  presently 
removed;  fdrmany  times  he  continues  our  trou« 
bles  fcV'the  exercise  of  faith  tod  patrehec. — How 
pathetically  doth  the  Psalmist  bemoan  himself!  and 
how  earnestly  doth  he  bestir  himself!  ^^  As  the  bait 
panteth  after  the  water4!>fooks,  so  panteth  my  sotrl 

after  thee,  O  God My  tears  have  been  my 

meat^y  and  night,  while  they  say  <]aily  mito  me, 

Where  is  thy  God  ?  . . . .  Deep  caUeth   untodeep  at 

the  noise  of  thy  water  spouts;    all  thy  waves  and 

thy  billows  are  gone  over  me/*    Then  darts  in  a 

tay  of  hope:    "Yet  the  Lord  will  command  his 

loving-kiridiiess  in   the  day-time;    and  in  the  night 

his  song  shall  be  with  me,  and  my  prayer  to  th'e 

God  of  my  life.      I  will  say  unto  God  my  rock, 

Why  hast  thou  forgotten  me?   Why  go  I  mourning 

because  of  the  oppression  of  the  enemy  ?  .  . .  .  Why 

art  thou  cast  down,  O  my  soul  ?   and  why  art  thou 

disquieted  within  me  ?    Hope  thou  in  God  ;    for  I 

shall  yet  praise  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  coun^ 

tenance,  and  my  God/'  ^ 

A  happy  frame  this,  to  meet  trouble  in  !    wheh 

the  soul  is  deeply  anected,  and  afflicted,  on  account  . 

6f  its  distance  from  God ;   or,  at  least,  for  want  of 

sensible  and  delightful    communion  with    him   al( 

formerly ;    and   yet  doth  not  rebel,    or    peevishly 

cry  out,  "  This  evil  is  of  the  Lord  ;   why  should  t 

wait    for   the  Lord  any    longer?"     but  keeps  on 

Iboking,  Ipnging,   waiting,  and  hoping  for  brighter 

days.-- *As  I  said  just  now,   God  may  detey  d^li- 

^^rance  on  purpose  to  see  if  we  will  wrestle  with  him 

W  il;  and  so  prepares  us  for  the  .mercy  he  inteodi 


1m  WHWS'Mfi  hw^  ilbhem  ;n;!WMfli  lPfi(ll»^i  j»fW((|^ 

jtem,  then  AM^kiwUjr  j»m^iW.  m^i  Mttf  tMidcisMflft 

weiiftve  sm^ttiBd  toegi  iiMi<i«i;  th^/  hidings  iftf :)6odf'A 
fMe,  if  tke  Lx>«d  be  pJ4wQ(l  to  lift'  u^  tbe  ligklt;  Qf  Im 

ever  to  avoid  : those  siQS  whicii  hnvf^  cwbwW.ra 
f)ear»  ♦    .  {..:.)  ion 

.  But»  to  return  :*--«-I  was  obaefving,  .t]N^  ^^ 
Fsakqiat  waaat  this  tim$ baaiabe4  from  lMatp0wMX]K| 
from  his  family  aod  friends^  and.  e^^ery,  thingf^thrit 
mas  dear  to  him  in  this  world;  but  ho  i^o^iOf^ 
wpMk  a  word  about  that.  All  his  grief  WM^  u^httelite 
was  at  such  adistiaiice  from  the  faousf)  of  Qodi^/  4)d 
tfaeffe^Dfe  this  was  the  burtbsn  of  .hi9  psaj^r; 
^  Whea  shall  I  come  and  appear  bdSwteQi^i  4whu 
O  send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth :  let  them  Itad 
ms,  let  then  bring  ae  to  thy  holy  hill,  apd .  to  *  thy 
tabemacles^  Then  will  I  go  to  the  altar  of  Go4 
4Uito  God  toy  exceeding  joy  .'^  . .    ^ 

In  which  words  we  haT.e»  :tili  j 

.   h  The  good  man's  JQliifjr-^xpiiesaed  by  gpi^  H 

-   •      We^Vfib  r.  :.  :     f.      II. v/ 

,:   L  TkegOQfl  ioan>  I>i/i^~ expreis^^d  kS:  Sft^VlgiSi 

,o:Xh^,guUt  aR4,nMsery pf  our  natuc«4at9^e;,«qp^|s|^MI 
f0WSJ)t;.^B4  JififtWBg  9fl[  lso»  eki4^  JnwWfdiafirti 


'  -/ 
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Jtiiii»ft%   ^i\e  belli  td^fral'tt'  diManee,  tfftd'hti 
MMiilbiiid^bM  baMentnitjf'^^  tb<n^ 

fifte  they  «ay^  attfib  the    Atoigfbty,    Db|(tttt  imH 
6s'r  Tot  ^ei  d«bire  dot  tbekih^wledge  of  ^  thy  wtiytv? 
(Job  xid.  14);    *«  Tbe  wricked,  tbvaugli  «be  fiide  ^ 
lis  4sduiiteiiatice,  writ  not  Msk  aftev  Gtod*:   Ood  it 
lot  id  all  bis  thoughts/'  (PsabA  m  ^4^ )  -    They  wiil 
iWt^prary  K^himfetftAy  things  they  want;  they  will 
ftdt*^hatifc  him  for  Any  thihg  they  havte;    they   wiii 
not  consult  him  in  any  thing  they  do:— -In  shorty 
tbey  oflSict  to  lire  wi them t  God  in  the  woridv' as 
ptaywleis  and  as  fearless  as  if  there-  weiNGT  no  suck 
Being;    The  firM  signs  of  grace  in  the  soul^  are  an 
toquiirrng  after  God,  and  a  desire  to  go  to  fadniv  •  Se 
•Ale  Prodigal:   when  he   came  to  himself,  he  seid^ 
b>|' win  arise,  and  go  nntb  my  father/' 
i  'TfM'ezpfession  af  gtnng  to  Gody  implies  Smbmis* 
skm  and  Friendship. 
'•'"^I*  Submission.   ... 
1^1  will  go  and  pay  my  hoAs^  to  him,  as  my 
s^rereign  ;  I  will  go  and  hear  what  he  says ;   I  will 
go  and  receive  his  orders.' — iPharaoh  spoke  tbe'Ian^ 
guage  of  every  natural  man  when   he  said,  *^  Who 
id  tlye  Lord,  that  I  shonld  obey  him.?''    Tbe^  know 
not  the  Lord,  and  will  not  submit  to  his  acfthoritp. 
l*)Oiir^Uf»  are  our  own"  (say  they);    "who  A  Lord 
over  us  ?"   So  that,   let  God    command  what  Kb 
will,   if  it  doth  not  suit  their  inclinati6ns,  his  pre« 
eb^s  go  for  nothing.    They  love  to  keep  as  far-off 
from  God  as  they  can  ;    to  be  from  under  bis  ^ye^; 
tfidififcwete!  possible,  to  have  nothing  to  do 'with 
Um.    But  io  gractotts  so\ils,  distance  ffom  Qod  Ik 
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former  apostacy  and  rebelUoiy  "fills  tbem'#{lflr  sfiattf^ 
rnid^ef:  and  lAiere^re^  die  m(¥ih<Mt  thef^  bear 
Merey'call  to  tban/  '^  Return,  ye  baok^liding  diffll 
drcn,  and  I  will'  hfea!  yout  'baekslWIng^/*  th^y 
Iiaaten  to  throw  theiUBelve©  at  Ms  feet."'^FMg^ 
^uya  the  penitent  Prodigal) — 

^ nt  go, and  t^ith  a  meurtrfbf  tongtie    '' 

fdl  .dftwD before  his fWo« :  '    i;!// 

Father, Fve  done  tby  jiMtie9wroQ|^ .  .  •  mJ r* 

Nor  Ciip  deserve  thy  grace,"-  . . 

*  <*  Other  lords  besides  theQ  hfive  had  docMiim 
over  me,  but  henceforth  I  will  make  meoAtoti  of 
4thy  naipe  only/'  ^^  Lord*  what  wilt  thou  have  mi^ 
to  do  V*,  "  Speak,.  Lord,  for  tby  aertaAt  hemeik.f 
\  will  be  all  Siubmiasioii  and  ieoinplimcea  Ccot- 
fom^  me  ^what  thou  wilt,  let  it  be  never  so  huaih 
bling,  never  so  haijardpus :  tby  will  shall  doterottne 
jninein  eveiry  thing.  I  have  walked  lottgenaUjgli — 
alas !  too  long ! — after  the  ways  of  my  own. heart; 
and  have  smarted  severely  for  it ;  oow»  Lord,.  I  wiU 
:aic;knpwiedger  th^e  ia  all  my  ways;  and  da  ithoa 
.^i»ect  my  paths/'    .  ...  - 

,,  i.  Friendship. 

.  ^  i  will  go  and  consult  bias  and  convene  yritb 
bim  as  a  friend ;  and  be  thankful,  that^  io  socha 
troul^le^Qn^e  and  ensnariog  world,  1  hftvo  '*tichr»(lk 
.friend  to  ad  vise  with»  My  heatt  woiddhavie  hwA 
long  ago,  if  I  could  not  sotnetimfB'  have:^iveii^)>it 
yaxiX  in  prayer^i  .  Tbene  are,  to  .he  mx^i^  a  thoilsand 
^d  a  .tJbipuaa;l»d  precious  texta  in.  tbe  BaUe;  f4iM 
there  are  very,  few  that  oove  ofteoe?  lEto  «ae  than 
that  which  occura,ia  Phil*  iv* 61;  ^^Bet  carafai^iJlir 
ipotliliig  3  hut  >«  evjcary,  thimg  ;hgr  imyer  asd  aiqqpH^ 


f       T       -W 


,  ^Prayer  ia.tk^.hmP  refuge  u Aider  any  k^4  <^ 
troubj6<  WMatsigpifi^  it  how.  Ai^eav.y  my  iMirihkjsa 
4s,  if  Icaa  at^oytio^^cast  it  uppa  the  iiprd?*— I 
will  go  and  t?U  him  my  ^ri^ :  hQW.  greaUy  L  aifi 
distressed,  with  some  pajrtieular  <i^sgFdej  in  my 
body,  or  with  aome  diafurbance .  ia  my  family,  or 
with  aome  disappointment  in  my  worldly  circumr 
stances,  or  (which  is  worse  than  all  bf  them  toge*- 
ther)  with  a  sad  darkness  in  my  soul.  On  one  ac- 
^eiinit  or  another  I  go  mourning  all  the  day,  and  by 
night  water  my  couch  with  my  tears.  It  is  a  casi^ 
i  do  not  choose  to  burthen  my  friends  with:  I  will 
go  «nd  spread  it  before  the  Lord.  In  all  my  afflic- 
tions hith^to  be  hath  been  afflicted,  and  in  his  love 
Mid  in  his  pity  he  hath  borne  me— ^nd  borne  milk 
me-^^nd  his*  oompassions  never  fail. 

*  I  will  go  and  tell  him  tnyjoya;  for  even  in  the 
.viale  of  tears,  ^  my  heart  is''  sometimes  ^^gM,  and 
tt^f  gl^^  rejoieeth'*— *I  will  tell  him  of  tmexpected 
4eliv0ranee  when  trouble  was  overwhelming;  un- 
expected  supplies,  when  my  wants  were  most  press** 
ing ;  unexpected  visits  from  Him  whom  my  s6ul  {ov«- 
Mfc;  unexpected  discoveries  and. foretastes  of  hea- 
•veBly  blessedness.  I  will  go  and  tell  him  how  hd|>py 
4slMh  maths  me  by  what  he  hath  already  done  fbr 
«y  aoul)  and  how  I  rejoice  in  hope  of  theperfeci- 
tioiKif  grace  in  a  world  of  glory. 
'  "*  I  will  fp  «tDd  tell  him  of  my  9in$:  .  -  He  knows 
nima^  miieeij  already  ;  but  be  shall  hear  them  from 
m$:  l«eiU  tell  him  the  whole,  though  to  my  owk 
disgrace^  I  will  own  before  h>m  what  a  wretdh  i 
W^'beaft;  how  foiiily  I  fMl, .  aEd'  by  what  li  tUgHt 
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how  like  a  forward  fool,  I  ran  at  tUe  bok^fig  jujf 
of  a  fittger,  and  met  the  tecaptotion  half  waj/i  r  ^T^^^i 
conceal  nothing  iratti  bjoiv cos^ uk^  wMUt  ^^^.  ]  ] 

'  I  will  go  and  »«;eU  hiaa  my  /for s  c-^hqiY  .glfSfti^ 

lamdiatresaedal)  tiisits,^wJien  I  •  perp^iye  tb^s»|or 

the  otiicr  corruptioii.80stron>(f  which  .Ir  thoi:^|>t  ^^ 

ieceived  its  dealii'iB  woundi)  for  fear  it  should  pre* 

Tail  over  my  feehle  grace^  aii4  bring  me  agaii^  into 

oaptivity  to  the  law  of  sin ;— ^how  I  tremble;,  wiiiea 

I  have  by  my  folly  provoked  the  Lord  to  leave,  is^ 

for  fear  he  will  never  return  again  ; — how  I  have 

been  afraid  of  evil  tidings,  when  my  heart  oi^bt  to 

baveb^en  "fijced^.  trusting  in  God/' 

•  M  will  go  and  tell  him  my  hopes;   for.sQoijs 

hope  I  have,  amidst  all  my  disoouragement^i^I 

fafope,  ikoit  ^^  he^-which  hath  begun  agood.work  im 

lyie,  will  perform  it  unto  the  day  of  Jeaus  Christ  ;V.«^ 

4  hope,  that,  thoQgh  at  present  I  waJk  in  darknesai 

gret  in  .the  eiven-time  it  shall  be  light; — Ibope^ 

Abut,  though  I  have  notfiuck  enjoyments^  now  wj 

Jhear  other  Ghristiaos  talk  of,   yet  I  shall  be  adt> 

mitted  into  the  presence  of  God  hereafter,,  ^^iwh^ra 

ja  luiness  of  joy,  and  pleasures  for  evermose/' 

I:  '^  I  wiU  gojmd.teU.  him  all  this ; .  I  wijlf  ufibosop 

^mdt  unburthen  .my  whqle  heart. to.  him; »  and  if 

miy  .weks9Ui€8i..^  not  drive  xne  to  him,.  1  |s||ouU 

^  to  :htm  from  imlkmiim.  «     The.  ^^xif  \pl^9r 

fi^fe  c(  conversing    with.  God, >  entei^taiiupg^  og^ 

self  with  beholding  his  beauty,  contempl^lil^ :  bia 

perfections,   talking  over  th^  his^ry  laf  ^hiiiiprpvi- 

40BCfi  for  y^pfp^  .past,.  iBiwif  antioip^oing  ti^.p^ea* 

#114^  «f)4«>nv6rBing. with  him  iuifayeavi^n   fonri^i^to 

«»n^>r*fei«.wftaWt  1^  indi*q€mw)t  j^noi^H  to>|}a 


«r  him'  •  air  ttften/^  fttidf  td:  «ay  wkk  feini  as^  \pug; 

'  'Kirt  this  br ihgs  us  tc  the  ftext  gettteral--i  v4b*  . 
IL  Tfae  '  good  man^^  Blessedfu^-^^npteswSi' hf 
iOpiiiing  in  Godj  and  rejoicing  exteedingfy. 
'  Iriisi/able^sed  privilege  to  lue  able  to  r^oice  id 
6ddats[ll;  ffar  it  i^  what  €otD{Mratively  rery^  few 
edii;  '  The  ivorld  in  generttl  are  utterly  incapable  of 
ft. '  They  are  conscioas  that  all  is  not  right  between 
God'  and  them :  they  know  that  be  is  justly,  and 
gre&tlyV  offendiad  with  them;  and  therefore  they 
dare  not  to  go  to  him  :  they  had  rather  keep  away^ 
^ndltke  not  to  retain  him  in  their  knowledge:  the 
sight  of  God,  the  v^y  tk&ughis  of  •  G»6d,  are  troii« 
biesrome  and  terrifying.  Where  any,  therefore/  are 
4nabl^d  to  go  to  God  as  their  "joy,"  it  is  a  proof 
tfhat  grace  hath  made  a  happy  change  in  the?ir  heart 
and  state:  they  must  have  b\Beh  ^'  renewed  m  the 
spirrt  dfthfeir  minds/'  Gckl  is  in  Christ  recooeiied 
to  them ;  and  "  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in 
^h&ir  hearts,  thr6ugh  the  Holy  Ghost  /^  amid  thisli 
l^ere  is^grouild  enoCIgh  ^rejoicing.  To  thlkA 
that  "God  is  a  Spirit,  mfinrte,  eternal,  uncbaDgeabte,, 
in  his  being,  wisdonl,  power,  holihess,  justice,  good* 
%ess, '  and  truth :  and  to  be  able  lo'  sayj  ^^  thte  -  God 
fe  bur  God  fbr  ever  and  for  «v^r  r**J— no  wonder  they 
'  ^"to  hhn  with  so  much  joy*  And  the "^ Psalm t0t 
Kitil^ht  weH  call  God  hts  e^eeding  joy  j  for  if  infii- 
Tfitely  fc*eefeds  all  other  joy,  tn  its  N^itwre,  Degtee, 
and'buraliton.'  '   ^'    •         ?    •       '  '^ 

^' ''l.In  itsNatur^:  •  •  r 

••^CreaVureJoy  is^  "of  thfe  earth,  ear^thy;**  bufthfei 
%  *f)iritual  and^dlVine.  Oai^kltitenhttrethew^y; 
^d;'  if  you  would  hearken  to  thtem;  ye«  mual  be^ 
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lieve  th^t  no  p^otis  id  thfe  world  have  any  jdy" 
but  themselves :  whereas,  in  reality  they  fcave  *!► 
cause  for  joy  at  all ;  and  what  joy  they  liave,'  ik 
muddy  and  n^ixed :  it  is  the  joy  of  brutes  or  devik? 
it  always  tastes  of  earth,  and  sometimes  tastes  of 
Heily  from  the  guilt  and  wrath  mixed  with  it.  Boft 
the  good  nian's  joy  is  all  ^ure  and  sweet,  like  the 
!^ountain  from  whence  it  flows — 

**  Where  pleasure  rolls  its  living  flood, 
t'rom  sin  and  drosd  refined; 
Still  spnagingfWMn  the throiie  of  Clody  '* 

And  fit  t6  cheer  tht  mind, 

^he  Altnighty  R«!er  of  the  sphere. 

The  glorioas  and  the  €h«at. 
Brings  his  own  All*tn£Bcience  there» 
.  To  make  our  bliss  complete." 

*  Ldt  the  worldliog  or  the  voluptuary  rejoice  at 
ktfe  wiM  inbts  lai^e  posseasi^nS)  or  in  sensual  gra* 
tifications :  what  i»  his  joy,  when  compared  with  tbsC 
vational  and  aubiime  satisfaction  which  a  gcacious 
Mf^  fifds  wfa&n  God  smiles,  and  says,  '^  1  aisi  thy 
sfaiield,  and  thy, exceeding  great  reward  ?"  This  is  a 
JK>y  of  the  same  kind«  thottgh  not  of  the  satnejdegYCttf 
a»  the  jo^  of  angiels  an4  the  other  inhabitaote  .«f 
beaven  ;  and  in  this  raqpeot  infinitely  exceeds  .sdi 
the  }03'S  of  aenae^alid  sin. 

-  9.  A*8  te  dcfgfee;  • .-    i> 

-'  CreatMe  joy  is  hot,  aaat  were^  dnap  by  dffipff» 
JrttlisM  MTosi,-  ^nd  v«y  little  at  a  time; — but^tf 
'♦God's  presence  is  ful&ess  of  joy,  and  -at  bia 
right  hand  aro  pleasures  ibr  evermore/'  SoUKa 
t4«ngsi  ent^rtwn  oaa  fiieuky;  and  aOme  'ftnotbd^ 
hnt  j^ln .xHme :  the  aye  is  ooii.  aa^isficd.  laiUi 
wcingy   DOS  tlie  ear  with  heerlag. .    No  indeed: 


«Aqris?yiJiO.^«,  ^^orc|  toq  big  f(fr  cr^ytqrc^  ^qja^ 
fftffs^fox  ,aoy  flf  .them— for  ?tU  of  them  .tQge-» 
^ber.  ThelpYe  of  npyelty  is  a  plaip  conf($$9i«n  o£ 
t^9:  ^e  go  froca  one  .tbiqg.  to ,  aitother^  seekipg^ 
qwt^  ,ftpd  fipd  ifopp,  But  io^  God  eyery  faculty  19 
^D«f rtaiqe4  apd  filled.  IJe  la  in  reality  what  otbev 
joyp  w^y  pre)jend  to ;  "  That  I  may  caiiae  thos© 
that  love  me  tp  inherit,  subptance;  and  I  wiU,/€tf 
their  treasures/*  (Pyov.  viii.  21.)  Yea,  he  gives  ta 
all  other  joys  a  reality  pind  sweetness  which  other«^ 
wise  they  wa.uild  pot  have<t-~In  this  respect,  also, 
our  joy  in  God  exceeds  all  other  joy,  as  it  is  sub- 
stantial apd  satisifying*  JLet  ^  npbao  havjs  never  so 
much  of  cj;eature  <^i«fofty,  tb^reis  fftill  an  empti^ 
ness  and  craving  after  more  t  but  the  soul  thai:  can 
rejoice  in  God  hath  enough :  it  looks  no  further ;  it 
4^iYes  po  more ;  ^f  for*'  (it  wilt  ^99)  ^M  ham  rail  and 
^kbound/'  '^  Ret4tf 0  .U11I9  iby^  r^i;,  0  joiy. . soul,  Cm 
Ike  Lord  bath  dealt  bottatifuUy  with  time/-  i 

.   d*  As  to  duration^  .    .  « 

Creature  joy«  like  nke^iouae  built  .u|^0a  tbenwA^ 
shakes  at  eveiy  bl^Btt  and  a  ato^m  of  sickness^  pcM 
^rapty,  and  disgrace  ^w&tffi^  it  att  away.  Let  but  m 
fiag^  ache,  let  but  a  gOAird  wither,,  let  but  afsllow^ 
^lieatuieftowQi  and  .there  is  w  end  of  all  this^joyi 
at  once«  But  joy  in  Gpd,  like,  liie  hoiisb  built  i^pMi; 
a  rock,  stands  uudemolisbed,  ufi^rakan  -by  the 
gfe^teat  outwisrd  desphitiolis*  Those  djaaatecs  that 
^ite  ruin  all  oth^r  joft  do  uot  ataJi  affect  our  ^ogr) 
m  God.  Let  a  b^lieiver  he  never  so  poor,  nevier.  so 
siakly,  never ao  slighted  by  the  world ;  let.  Itim  loaa 
what  hejvill:  aplopg  aaiMisan  kisepiaahoUlonGod- 
aooe  of  tbsae.'thif^  move  bitn ;  tnd  you.may  heaf 
hjm  sing,  with  all  Ibe  exultatioa  of  the  Pspfthat^ 


^  Although  the  fig-tree  do  not  blossom^   and  there 

he  no  fruit  in  the  v)M^r^thoQgA^  the  labour  of  the 

^v^^lcia«dttte;fiel4to  ^.lyi^jinor  wn^t  |r ^|l|opgh 

Ihe  £iaak^b0  tcttt  off;  fllsc^  the  fold>  anid  4bere  bf^fMH 

herd  in  the  stall ;    yet  will  I  rejoice  in  tbe^I^rd,  {r 

1^1  joyilto  the<3f(>4'Of  tey^salvail^     (^9b;iii«  If.) 

Qth^ir  jfoys  'flnw^  mA^  at  de^tb^-^^aod  fmj/^f .  and.  veijp 

^ftep  £fe^)  end  b4fi>re,;n--bi>t  joy.in  Godimpmvi^'  by 

IMdvecsil^  ;  gKfi>w$  brighter  andi  ^r43inger  at  the  Hf^ 

proaeh  of  death  t   a«d  it  will  flow^ish  in  fall  perfec-J 

iHHi  when. earth)  and  earthly  joysT^  $hftlt  'totoUy  dis^ 

appear.  '-'••,-- 

;.  .Tbi$  i^  the  geod  mt&'s  joy;    May  I  bow  ^k^ 

Wh^t  i»  yours  ?  Whatia  it  that  in  your   esteem  and 

ifAiBh  e-xceeds    all  other   things  ?«—Mm)h  depepdy 

upoA  thid  question ;  for  the  fitnS'Wer  determines  your 

ehavact^.    'The  text  is  only  suited  to  ik  ^ood  naaftV 

lisauth:  itrw^readding  insult  to  impiety,  fbr^anyto 

*$ay,  "  God  is  my  exceeding  joy/' when  all  the  wcrM 

](oows  there  are  many  things  wbtcfa  you  take  ^ix^h 

Relight  ia  tha9  ever  you  did  in  G(>d*<»**I  shf^  fiot 

TiM^te  your  tiaoe  in  laying  db#n   marks  in  so' plam 

a  case,  for  it  may  be  seen  tfC  a  glance.  ^  Wlti^n*! 

pHtthe^u^tioQ,  if  you<  would,  let  oooseieoee  apeak 

puta  I  fibalildhear  one'sfty^  ^My  greatest^  joy  'is  la 

^neirlothe^/  Mother,' ^  My  greatest  Joy  is  in  a  fnU* 

table  ;'«aQother^  t.My  gr^test-  joy  •  is  in  entectitiiliRg 

i^onpetny^f  9)joi  9{iendiug  the  evffHing  in  aocial  mirtb 

M^4  P^y  * '-  f dad  here-  and  th^ce,  perhaps,   I  if bontd 

beari o?ie say;,!  SMy gi;^teat joy isin  feriowshif) ^r^ 

,tbelFfaAheriaa(|  hie^Son  Jesus  Cbridt/ — Whichri&rtb^ 

4n6ati  Beapeel4bl^  etiai^ctep^yea, *  utid  which '  i»^  14^ 

^pps@s4l<iM«>4'ttdy' leave  it  tojrourselYor  to  4e^ 
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o.:t  *  .  T,     «  •    ,1-  In^r<t9emmkt^    •  m  r^.  mutt  -.j  >■  * 

'^7.  fiow'fetilty  ftiiiBt  they  bfe^  tfith«r  afr^to  «kte '  loi* 
fratn^^    wh6  never  g6  to  Ood»But  'with' ^rfegi^t  anil 

f  If  odr  principal  duty  and  pi^ndpai  blessedTxisd  con- 
dirt  in  communion  with  Gbd,*  what  can  they  have  to 
tey  for  themselves,  'Who  care  not  whether  they  ever 
speak  td  him  or  hear  from  hiiii,  and,  if  God  would 
have  rtbtbing  to  do  with  them,  would  hav^  n^ithing 
to  do  Widi  ^Gbd  ?  Must  there  not  be  a  great  defbce 
somewhere?  ^ 

'  Perhaps  yotir  state  is  bad.  You  **  wert  by  -na* 
lure  ebildren  of  wrath^  even  as  others  :**  it  may  be 
you  are  80  stilt-:  God  may  to  this  hour  have  a  con<<^ 
iroversy  with  you,  and  your  carnal  itiinrds  may  be 
yet  enmity  agaitist  God.  And  then  hdw  elm  it  b^ 
expected  that  you  should  rejoice  in'  the  Lord? 
^^Can  two  walk  together,  except  they  be  agreed? 
What  communion  hath  light  with  darkness,  or  what 
Concord  hath  God  with  Belial  K*—r Acquaint  now 
thyself 'With  him,'  and  be  kt  peace ;  thereby  good 
ihall'wme  onto  thee." 

f  Or,  perhaps*  the  defect  may  be  in  yom  frame.  YttU 
l>iay  have  been  renewed  in  thespii^it  of  your  triinds^i 
5^ou  may  have  been  turned  from  darkness  (0  Kght; 
and'  froto'  the  power  of  Satan  u  nto  God  f  bu t  there 
in  ay  have  been  sad  declensions  in  the  life  add  power 
biP godliness  ;  anid  you  may  be  dbib  to  look  bajck  to 
A>rmer  times,  and  cry,  *  Oh  that  it'were  with  me  as 
In  months  past !  Then  I  coWd  go  to  God,  and  takfe 
^felight  in  So  doing  t  it  was,  indeed,  the  jdy  arid  re- 
j^cin^  df  ttiy  heart.  But  ever  stnc^  I  i^dul^ed  my« 
self  in  such  and  such  practices;  ever  since '1  kept 


9H  ..TMg9iQdiMan'4'         (^«Ru«  dfi^ 

mch  aod  tuich  compaoyi;  I  hav^e  Icet  my  idiwh  fbf 
communion  .with  God«  I  90  ti^  him  as  iitaal, .  boi 
^t  is  in  a  cold  and  formal. manner;-  more  4ik6  il  vvit 
ofeeremonjri  than  aiii  intecTietr  betweon  irienfds: 
80  that  IsdLdom  or  n^ever  find  any  joy  tbepeiti.'t  *\i\L 
O  ChdatiaB9i  >  (for  00  itse^ma  I  must  ttll  ycM 
yotwithstandii^g)  wbon  you,  ^ave  found  out  itho 
cauaeofthia  unhappy,  alteratira,  away  with.it  :a9 
fiiat  as  yoM  can,  be  it  n^ver  ao  ^eeable  to  flesb  and 
Uood.  Cut.  off  a.  right  ^and,.  plujQk.:ouit  a  rjgbi 
aye ;  and  do  not  givjBover^  till  youeati  go  to  43ad 
with  the  same  freedom,  and  experience  the  aamfl 
joy,  4IS  foimedy.  ..   *      .    .fv 

.  S.  How^^gieatly  arjB  we  obliged,  lio  the  hwdJtmik 
Christ  for  our  ac^ss  to  God  and  joy  ]ii<  him  I 
^  To  aimiMSi  ^  God  is  a  consuming^  iire:'/^  and 
^  the  lai^  hath,  concluded  all  uod^rsin^''  and  ^^  tba 
whole,  world  is  become  ipilty  before  God:''  am 
itet,  instend  of  running  to  him  aa«ur  Friand  1^ 
Father  .nutb  a  respectful  eageme^t  .and  j^,  w* 
aboiild  naturally  tremble  at  his  appipaabt  lilfteiOtti^ 
piilty  pr(^^itors«  who  endeav;aured  to  hidetfaamfl 
selves  from  the  presence  of  the  Loasd  GiiAtamn^ 
tfhe  trees  of  the  garden^— *0  wJ^^t  Joy^,  a^hat  thanks, 
what  praises,  are  due  to  him  wJw  hath  ^'  made 
peace  by  the  bksod  of  his  cross^"  add  opened  a  way 
for  mutual  freedom  atid  feUow9hip--who  became 
eur  Surety,  our  Ransmn;  eitr  AdvocbM,  ouf  ^Ifl^ 
Brother :  and  $0  pfoeuned  for  us  an  interest  in  iM 
Father  «H)d  out  f  ather^  his  God  aad  o«ir  QodU^AS 
ever,  therefore,  you  ean  go  boldly  -to  the  Throtttf 
af  Omoe^  k(  eVer  y<m  find  apkuure  id  approa<di^ 
rng  to  Qod  ;  iif  over  he  Taceiveyou  'wilh  a  atntte^ 
^Hsead  yon  ^way  wKiK A  bleating  ;  a9€V|l|a  aU  ^'ti^ 


ScRif*  17:]        I>uty  ^o$ut  Blm^inm.  S15 

tbe  tnriiise'of  tbe  glory  of  bis  grace,  wheran  bm 
hath  toMl0  you  aocef^ted  in  the  Beloved/^       ' 

^;  Leii  us  long  for  hearan—* 

'  Wf^befe  there  shall  be  nothing  to  intercept  our 
approaches  to  God,  and  nothing  to  abate  our  joy« 
Here,  •  «re  oftfin  'go  to  the  altar  of  God  with  o^r  aa- 
orifices  of  prayer  or  praise ;  but  our  sight  of  him  is 
tery  imperfect,  and  our  enjoyment)  (if  any  we  have) 
is'iiiixed  and  momentary.  Let  us  be  thankful  for 
Mof.  When  we  look  round,  and  see  how  very  few 
knew  any  tbing  a^out  commuBiou  with  God,vQr 
have  any  desires  after  it;  when  we  observe  how 
contented  the  generality  are  with  the  iicreaae  of 
UMr'<^ofn  and  wi«e,  and  care  not  wheiiier  Gcxi  lift 
up  the  light  t)f  bis  eou^yiefiinoe  upon  thead  or  notz 
if  ic  be  otherwise  with  us^  tf  our  beartand  flesh  are 
crying  after  God ;  if  a  day  in  his  courts  ^e  better 
t»  us  than  a*  thousand  sp^t  clsewheve ;  and  all  otir 
Aeaire  is  btefore  him;  it  was  grace  that  nMde  the 
ditfereiice;  and,  tJieesfore,  if  we  have  but  little 
g^mpses  and  glances^  and  sips  ^  joy  now,  let  tie 
be  tbandcful  for  that-:  th«e  is  joy  enough  waitiiif 
Imt  w  in'  fats  temple  above : 

**  TPlierc  We  shall  see  Vis  face, 
•    •  "AAAmeTer,  fMhrer^n:    ' 
Hher^  tem  the  meit  of  bis  Igffsoi^ 
,,  .DriokeiuUetftgleasare  in," 

\^'  ua '  ffo  mamgffy  tfaaA  f^bep  w^  come  to  die,  it 
^ffl^  }^  witb  this  text  in  our  m^ouths ;— that  when 
Ifetfei  taking  leave  of  the  worlds  and  jbU.  our  cogi* 
fofia  it|  it; .  weroiay^hi^ve  better  f^omforts  in  view  ;•— 
tbi^t.whea  tbelam^uage  jof  Nufmr€  i/»,  ^I  amgoiqg 
iFffiBiiielAtiQna.whom  I  dearly  loye.;'  the  language  qf 
firM^imay  be»  *  I  an  #Qii«g  to  G«4i  no^  e«eeeding 
joy/ 


<^.     '         .  ^  -^-^f^^'-ai^ivi);,/  ^      r  ^.;  V  H' 
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A    SACRAMZNTAL    DISCOURSE. 


ANTICLES  I.  4. 

^  r'f  ■•.>^  »l"'fi  ^Ti# 

I 

1¥%  unf/j  f89i»eiw6er'My  l&ve  mare  Aan  iome.  '  • '  -^ 

.,  Bjivora  I  begin  to  opeo  tb^  Uitoiestiog  i^i|B|^ 
fpcting  contents  ofr  tbi a  passage,  meXbinks,!  vn^i 
fail)  kqow* bow  the  first  men tioD  of  it.;WM'recQ|yfiAi 
If  I  jtnigbt  preisume.  to  look  iQto  your  b^att^t.  I 
f bould  :pix>bably  find  that  eome  of  jtou  bef^f4  tbi* 
t»t  witb^ut-any  emotion  at  all :  youf  CAirioaity  win 
ka^  nakked, . your  attention  lea^  fi|ced..by  »t,MtbM^)if 
]tba4  been^  '^  In  the  beginning  Qod,  cre«te4  Uw 
lieaven  and  the  earth,''  or  any  the  moat)  QQwnoa^  ^ 
fuid  cornp^rvtiv^lyJnsigBififiMit  vforae  inf  tb^  iBiftle.  ' 
Perhaps  the  first  thought. that  occurred  to  y^s>^  iipon 
bearing  it  was,  '  It  i^  a  short  Jiext,  aiM  j^asUy  .§«>» 
ipembered ;  and^  as  it  is  Saqr^mf^t  day»  mftyt  bo 
well  epougb  auited  to  tbeoecasianr  Tfaia  wiMi-be 
a  seroaon. entirely  for  the  communicant^)  but  it  it 
potbing  to  me :  I  will  try  to^sleep^or  think  of  ^OomI 
thing  else  the  while/— 4- What  I— *is  this  notlUng 
to  you  ?»^True,  you  are  njaicomtnunimntai;^  botHd4 
yc^\i  not;  ifi,tead  to.  her  fo}  Am  .^^u  lesMilTedifyoii 
never  will  be  qo^nmunicaitits  ?  Isithe  Jovetif  €ihMt 
ijptbing*tQ;yi^?<rTjtbgt'lQve,  w^iicli  made  diiob^lteve 
Ihe  bps9S%..  of  hif  Fa|b«K>^ 4ild«U thei;glo«3fu^f*fawL 
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ven,  to  come  down  into  this  vale  of  tears ;  to  be* 
cornea  man  of  sorrows;  to  take  upon  himself  the 
form  of  a  servant^irto  Uecome. obedient  unto  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  cross ;  to  continue  in  the  grave 
three  days,  and»  when  he  ascended  up  on  high,  to 
plead  the  virtue  of  his  blood  for  the  pardon  and 
salvation  of  the  very  wretches  that  shed  it :  is  this 
a  dry  or  uninteresting  subject  to  you? — What! 
have  you  nothing  to  do  with  Jesue  the  Son  of  God  ? 

or  do  you  not  like  to  hear  of  his   love  ? 1  am 

sorry  for  M:.  >  K  you«kii6W  hint,  or  knew^  yourselves, 

you  would  "  count  all  things  but  loss,  for  the  ex- 

^ctellency   oP  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  ybur 

Lord;  and    never  desire  to  hear  any  thing,    bdt 

-ijbout  **•  J^tfs  Christ,  and  him  crodfted/'  '  L6fm« 

iber^fdre  beseech  you  to  recal  your  thoughts,  which 

yVMi  had '^uM  licensed  to  wander,  and  ^^  hMr  what 

the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  churches."    And  tnost  cafi 

ti&iAy  Willi  prayihe  God  of  all' grace,  that' this  may 

be  the  last  time  you  shall  ever  think  yourselv^  lin- 

ponoevned  in  the  love  of  Christ.  ' 

«^«  Beithdk:  as  it  may:  there  are  otbers  who  wfere'de^ 

lighted  at  the  mention  of  this  text ; — ^who,  knowing 

Moietfaing  of  the  iove  of  Christ;  having  had  a  fittl^ 

of  it  dropped*  into  their  hearts;  and  having  in  many- 

MiBtaiveea  fek  its  constraining,  qnickening,  <^otnfort« 

YDg)  influences ;  are  glad  to  have  their  memories  re- 

JWaheA  ;>  and  their  oold '  hearts  Waraledand  fired 

vith^a  liveiCoal  from  thci^ahar.    Tb  yon,'  Christians, 

liatn^conftdewt  the  dtibject  will  be  ftgteeable:  th^ 

ousiition  iof  it  ws|s  mtisict  it  wtksr 'sweet et  thkti  any 

iBnai0,  ito  your  eard;  ftnd  more  reviving  tban  aiiy 

eoiidiaittbyottv  hearts:  and  you' were  thankful  to 

liwvtsi^yofm  puMi  nfnte  atiited'  up  bj  way  of  Ve^ 
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foeinbraKeof^aR'^iMeeW;  :Vritnd^>  wtboM  '3i«iiKs0ttik 
iove,  who  Insr  enAi«red.  himattf  to  yvmtbyi  mmaf 
mad  vert  obligatiom.^  afi4  who  is  m  huBdadf  *  ^^  titt 
chief  armot)^  tea  t^iounand,  aod  laltogetlMir  Lively*/' 
-Methinks  I  bear  you  cry  out,  in  mptones  ofgrnttUI 
lonre  and  joy,  ^  Yes,  deaaeat,  deaasal.  Smiqup  I  me 
vell^  we  do  remeokber  tby  lore  oece  than  wine, 
tof  any,  the  most  valuod  or  -eotertaiaiDgv  ^QiM|g 
creatune  etijoymeota.  If  we  do  not  retaembw  thal»» 
Messed  Jeaue,  let  our  rigbt  hand  forget  ita  eauiifl^t 
»d  our  tongue  cieavte  to  the raof  4f  ou9'Qifltiithi.:af 
%e  prefer  not  Chriat  crucified  above  our  (cJnefiBit 
joy.-*'^  We  will    reaQeflQj[>er   thy   love  more.ftfaas 


'    from  these  worda  I  ahall  take  oceaeiim  t»i 
i^ire,  '! 

"    I.  Oa  what  accounts  the  love  of  Choist  iafilo^bi^bh 
Jy  prefierabie.  *  <m 

II.    How  our  preference  of  it  nuatt  be  idisQSf- 

•Tered*  ■ « i 

We  inquire,  then,  ' 

L  On  w^Mt  accouBto  the  love  of  Chriat  is  soihigb- 
Jy  preferable. 

On  many  accounts— on  all  accounta*  Twio  lea- 
w(M%  are  eapecially  obvious,  whicfa  I  ahatt  briefly 
4ettefa  tipon. 

t.  His  wiortb. 

^*  Tik  them  <^at  l>eiieve,  he  is  precious/^  Tbeae 
urboae  aeesea  fire  spiritually  exercised,  so  as  to  ilia» 
tiugiriab  between  things  which  differ,  will  tell  yoe, 
that  the  le^ef  Christ  is  tew  tfaouselld'times^e«eeMr 
tlmn  the  smiles '  of  the  whele  ereatiotk.  ^  Oreatuva 
«osiforts  twe  in  their  place  deshwble,  and  4o  fae^M^ 
eei ted  ^with  thankfulness ;  but  Cbe  best  of  tli^ip  are 
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4iu«'  n  4>be  moA\  drdp  of^a  bttekMr^  tfaej  me  totlre 
wnHer  dostof '  th^balan^ce ;  they  ere  nothing,  they 
Hit  less  4^baii  notbitig"/  attd  ^vMficy,  in  oompariBOft 
wHh  thie  siylMtaeiltial  Im4  satisfying  lo^re  of  Immamiel. 
IWhat  aria«  bafpfvd  fiHdd  with  pienly,  ^nd  presses  buHfr- 
lug  out  ivtth  nMfW  ^ne ;  «i^hat  are  tnountaina  of  gohi, 
•OP  «eaB;  of  oamal  pleasure ;  what  are  they,'  any  of 
llKinvor  alt  of  them,  to  the  good  will  of  Hrm  that 
^dwcdt  >n  the  busfh  ? — ^To  be  thougtit  of,  to  be  thoiight 
.iwli  of, '  to  be  loved  by  the  eternal  Son  of  God ;  t(5 
•taod  high  in  the  aflbcfeibna  of  a  iperaonage  to  wise, 
to^good,  'SO  poWeifoi)  andsocroe:  to  be  marked 
Mt  for '  mercy  in  that  grei^  desiga  of  fedetef>tioM, 
which  was  laid  before  the  foundation  of  the  worki^ 
>ft»be  wvittendown  in  th^  Lamb^bookof  life;  to 
-be  preserved,  as  the  jewels  of  Jehovah ;  to  be  caQ^* 
iddeiad  as  the  care  of  providence,  and  the  ^ecidiar 
charge  of  Love  omnipotent  and  everiastii^;  arib 
«]Rivi)eges  (tf  which  your  own  hearts  must  tell  you 
the  value — and  that  can  be  but  imperfectly  as  yet ; 
for  ^^  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  hath  ear  heaid,  nor  can 
it  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive^  what  God 
bath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him." 

«.  Our  wants. 
\  The  siDiles  of  the  worid,  however  agreeable  th^ 
may  be,  are  not  necessary :  we  can  live  witbMit 
them:  we  may  rub  on  to  the  end  of  life's  jourhey 
with > slender  andooarse  aocomtDodatioDa. .  But  the 
lovi^of  Christ  is  absolutely  necessary,  aftd  nothing 
will  compensate  lor  the  want  of  it.  His  '''  fiwour  ia 
Mev  and  ^ia  lovingwkindaeaa  is  betler  tbait  life/'  We 
«re  i  ^>  wretched^  and  misecable,  and  poor,  and  ^bliii^y 
aftd  nbked';''  and  tto  where,  bat  of  Cbrist,  can  we 
^'  buy  gold  tried  in  the  lire/'  that  will  make  uatruljr 
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lichi  Mid M eye  Mlm^'llliiat  mU>o|mii  tbe^e^lof 
our  mio^iti  ^»dljoMhfe  4ifli-.«p  sa^^e  jhfaihiiiyiitf 
sin  and  the  beauty  of  holioMs ;  and  *'  w\AtBkik\tbkm^ 
to  hide  our  shame.     We  were  sold  undt»wiiv>  iebt* 
ors  to  the  law,  and  under  the  curse  >of  ifibd^  abd 
«  Heme  l>iii..ChBisfcQ0t|]d0|Wi  VAhe^ipriste  daenhb 
tb^iQ'  tbaiiwerQ  b«wKli''.ettlicdl  «ut)4QK)ndvainlkfe#' 
c^r^iQs  fm^ indeeti*  ^  ilojabM^i  ^^ Ikme^jsmotoihep'' 
ncw^^  ijn^r  ihfann^n  giywn.MiOD^iadQ^^wJMidb^itM) 
may  |^e;8aved :''  aod^'  tfosi^efiMre,  i*f{  Abraham^diialii 
^ll^jrdi  wbAt  will  thou.giva  m^  semg  ylt^o  .bbilA^i 
less.)'*:  (Gen^  xv^lj) ;.  8<iwe'maj)r  say,: with  isdbiit^ 
gijea^er  piopriety,  Lord,,  what  wilt  *  tJNrtt  gbie  nbatn 
Beiw>g  I  g9  .Qbrifitless  >   tWh#t,gqod.wiHit*aAo'nK^ 
to|}?,V0  hoiuscis.wd  lands^  pos9Q90io&9''#nd  firieadsi 
a^d  hH  %h9%  be^rt  could  wish*  in  tins,  waiid;  if  iLeaw^ 
npt  vay,  '^  4lfiy  Lord  a^d  i0iy  God  ?"  ,/  Myj^outviMri* 
Gircyaist^qpes  may  prosp^»  and  the  wmU  Magf^^Mjp/ 
nie  %  .situatioo    so.  apparently  adr«iDfagMfi»baiidis 

^^ray^f  '^u(  ^M  i^  i<^  ^^  13^9  while  my, soul  «•  aot^i 
8e5:u^,  and  I  am.not  out,  of  the  s^chiof  Ithdtflwosdx 
of  jif i|tic^  an4  the  ^jam^f: of  bQU  ?     IC  tbi^^^tmsfdb' 
no^bloi^spm,  or  the.ilAbpiiraf.tb^  pllvi^  f\^;  fif:ftllerti^ 
be  qo  fruit  in  the  v^ne^.apd  ^e  hercy^ieUM^cimii 
the  stfi^i.aqjd  $^llmy.s^lAfp3M«hof.K«fl^  AilMit|rtibea 
bl^d  r  yet  I,  Mp,i;ei9ic§;  ki  tb^  JUnt^i  .  wdi  jojjn  fki 
th,?,*  C^(|  cf  wy  .ssilvation  .--nrbut  ifi?  (^4ibid^*.lni(! 
fay^l  jf^.t^y  3flvvw^fyo|WA;  it  iS'«<?«;!in.*b^  :POWidt> 
of,|b\f  twpfid,  tW^()i).  ftll  At^v  g»i#(y  4P4x9raAdi£liA  to 

Pq  ^e^,j]^9t  apfffuf^t^.  {;n«DMlyki  li^s.^yoftb  IM^ 
om,^ivi|ftg  .ne  sl^uW.  jrefef  ii»|!^  lijip.iof  ffifciisto 
aboy^..,wigfi,  ;pr.ji|iy,,  things -else.  .ib^i.  world  httlini^ 


dt^wikhiftodl tr  ".t>n>3  :  •'f;»:^»i."<'ii  lu  y*.  i  j*.  -•ui  l#.-y  iii<* 
'•iiI«Maii,  n*^iim8tniiot  te^  a  i«iMh^  iMAi itetMiili?)!^ 

)%itfMenBO(iiuidilrJri«b  .fnoirtttgi  gtMMr  itiiiii' *«bey  ipts* 
ptitiid)  ribky\W0»  iihiyd  >.tm*feaye^^  tlMtr^  dek^ia 
iaMiiMitd^ibHd«lo(^ObU^ti(^^e  worl4  tb^  foUy  »• 

tlMQsaiidtedi  li|jribofAeiirff«eting{idiicdiiFBe»  .ohr  Mine 
altfaiMiig  i;iwi4i}en«ei  ^Htnie  fiM  4MiitHy  «<^  GhfUl^* 
Miksatci/  .*t)|jifd/'<i#^t«f  ill  Miowaliee wbittersbfeVer ' 
fhM^||M84i';^^.wi»o  ^,^/^  catee  td'ftUd* 

iKhMmiM^MMi  leading >ttiflin,  ^nfl^lmt'^iflleiiltieA 
tiNki  daigm^lto;^ <  abiHild  <h0  exipbaed  to,'  tultaed 
biok  in^liitt|ii^and^'«^wail^'0dnofd  wU^ 
Tfaerafom  I  'uAAy^  that  fhe* '|iidgini^nt*»hoiukl*btt:  well 
MmMiav  4iid'^dl  'ftxdd^  rad  i!^  after  wfeigblng  * 
alhlMtig^-hli^attie^ibaMnces  bP)  the  ^sa Actuary^  we 
emmki  tb«.'l«va^6tkriMl t^tter'M  itteif;  andbettbr 

tlAfl^a^'ii^^gilitf^it^i^alie;  :ttHiae^i  ctonted  Ibsa  ilbr 
GMtn  .9«ii,nid«iMMft8il^'  ^lid^i'cMteran  tlriog^  bat' 
tarn  tm*im  WOLMhnef^tiiB  1ni(HMddge!  tyf*  Cbriat' 
J^ua  oiy  Loid^  ftMT  ^hon  I-faatveanffi^rddftliii I6sa' 
oMi  tlltl|;*»^Uibd^id»  «d»nfi4b<«6f  bf^ 
t*^i*ihii©h*it/'  ^Aiiti^.  '«i/7i  At    «e  bad  fcoir-^" 
aMii0d  i4)Utba^iigo«*wtbk%s:)or:%he '  ^orld^nom 
biiJAfj:  High  tUlM,  sffand  ammtmifay  gvefttrichk^^ 
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many  valudble  mlMiiMNi  -and.ilndiMs^  aiid;bMllli  to 
enjoy  all  t^^ke  had  4^iitic)Bred  all.  tkmmU  thtaf^of 
the  world — a    meao    extraction,    natnipr  dknmt^ 
stances,  general  ccnteaipt,   aod  eoBflti»t«fli<tioii; 
«— and  after  he  hald  carefully  coni|Mrad .thorn,  ^U^g/lf 
Ud  (JoMeetii^ety,  he  coiftU  loigr/  aod  dU  aqr^  ^  1^1 
couM  theoi  but  dwagv  thatLrnqrwiniC^^toS)^ 
dtespise  them  all,  for  the  fov»ef  Gfaritti  i  kmiiwmim 
be  born  a  beggar,   and  iinte  ^aaal  'dia-«  kttggatbf^d 
^iMd  rather  be  all*  mj  Iffe  *raitodiiB<  4^  oftqttiiKffg 
bt  aU  thinga,  and  be  ^ItoffA  the>ooiiiiiiot  fif iiyiagai 
frfaoeiety;  I  bad  rather. bmy^iJAi ay ^ffctotJaiiaicri 
blends,  and  be  icft,  like  Job^  iqa|0&.adiiilgtaiyf'(i4«t 
titute,  afflicted,  aiKl  tormeDted:;  I  vfaad  nalhic  ipMt 
with  all  nypcMeBsioiia,  vodall  ovf  ^reeppotk  ittthia 
world;  than  give  up  my  iutcaaate .m ' the>  toite  of 
Christ  :-*-tfaat  one  Hhiiig  ia  worth  them  ft)h  -^i  kAoar 
I  should  be  an  infinite  gainer,,  if  I  ahNKih|.OKrifioo 
htfattfa,  and  wealtjb,    and  eaae,  aod  |ilaoaaoKi<.iad 
every  thing  the  worid  oaila  great  ood.  gQOd^4dsob- 
tmn  Mvor  ao  anall  a  ohore  in  thot  knteJ     ii     :  ki 
Lh  tie  only  add^  ooder  this  btadf  thot .  tfcji  j  pui 
fetence  moat  not  be  delayed  4o  obme  diota«kjpMiiidt 
'when  we  have  tud  oitr i^  of  worldly . f#yw  '  lteqr> 
indeed  most,  will  declai0'far  Chiast^itpoiL'Ordei^ 
bed :  when  worldly  oomfinrta  hav«  iQat  tb«Nr  *  tltlMie 
and  leliah,  and  their  owo  heort<«4  fleah  Stiis  tiMf 
will  ery  oat,  iti  thoogooiea  of.  tModistoeio,  i^iMooe 
bat  Clirirt  I  aU  the  wnddifor  oa  idtaMtt  in  CMUrf' 
But  our piBBfeieoce«ttiflt kmmooom  dissoteoBd ;tmi 
judgment  'muatvote  ibo<  him  aoia,  ithia>irof]r*idoj» 
tWo  tttry  inataot  ^  ^  The  laogm^e  jof  ^iir 
ohonld  ndwjbej  ^'Lood,  ^lohofea  baoo^i  in 
butthoe}  aAdtiMMW|iomiiif»ft««rthtbMldoM» 
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vkaUAmithoeJ'^  t^&nd&^Ii > loved i  the  vcM'ld,  and,  tb^ 

itmpgn.  iof  ^mi )vrOfld»  afl)  if  idl  'my  happidess  Wm 

4|0Qii^  lip  iBd  worldly  evjoynents:    ^^Lsaidunta 

.:90|4)  HFIicnQi  ntoiy  JMipet)  andiito  fine  gold,  Thmt 

Yi9ti'l3Piy'>ie0tifidenpec'^  'I  .applied  to  cimture  after 

Iqi^Ei^lip^  «ligefly  inqBiiiiigt  Wiio  wiH  ahoif  me  any- 

Igitkidh^aM^itkocight  ofv  and  deairtd,  Bolbing  moie 

i^^jilBllari  *tbflB  ita'  Imw  tay  ewsi  anl  wine  and  eilr 

ni|oii699ed  ^-4>ut  mm  i  refeottnce  them  aU:  Igi^e: 

tiip#fi'idyafiientBftkM»fre^  tfae^rworidi  aod  ^abt^ope) 

?l||ied,^  Q  iiOid^^'for  ti&y  pmrtioni   andt  prefiar  duB 

i^aiieii'Of  thy  enuMeaanoe,.'  afad-tbe  aligbteifc  expres- 

-a^Hiciof!  tliydav6^?itt0  all  the^UogilsEiniaiclf  tbiS'V.<M^ 

tapdaMitbpa^lorjlQrtheni.'M  .     i 

u,%  'ybkiprefegenoe  msMt  be»  BnM»liodi*>  >  •  > 

*n  A«sti^tt».ar0the  beatJDtarpretera  of  om  a&Miaii 

^'Md^'  li^te^fii  txtaad  i€  we-do  not  sbow  atofe  eiurntet« 

'0^r«bQhf  t  Ite  thi  Dgs  o{  Christ  and  religtoiiV  >  thmk  m 

immmx»^m9tt&B^  bow  say  we^^at  leasts  bowprqve 

'#:^c^tbal»  the  love  of  Chtma  reigaieth  ov  dwelleth  ia* 

^B  ?     What  doc6  <mf  di^iae  Lawgiver  mean  by  tbose ' 

pBreefNkt,  H'Setk  irst  the  kingdom  of  God  and  hia 

.iQlbtaolliMM;''  '^Jjay  net  up  ibr  yoitfselvea  tns^ 

favM  on"i»rtb:|f'  ^Labour  not -for  the  meat  wbieb 

yemlHitbV' but>  far  ihafcindimb  endnretb  tor  ehr^rbM- 

itig'Xhfe'^'  "itfA^m^iBiwrntq  have  .our^ohief  ed- 

^^vQU4i^  vWhy  didbegivevs  aiieb  a  pffttem  of 

*iC|oirf«iQ|iyof  tbB>(^        anii^spdadf^fabtifein  aeal 

filfi^Sod  ood^doMg  g^  lae  aver  to  make 

ilili9i  #siridi>«tth  pnwMid  aDeqDe:^  <  i  IKI9  are  we  '^^* 

(%»itM6p  'Oaaielveain  the  love  of^  God^  /and'M  gim 

Ptucb  diligen^oe,  •  jto.  tbe  full,  assunwee  of  hope  iirtto 

i^M^ ;  If  waiii^  liericttekM  wbet&er  Chfifttl«ve 

^nt,  bifwbiatbeave  iflipro^e  Im  1«v*  ?    He  batby  ui^ 

Y  9 


SS4  A  Sacramentdi  Sermon.        [Skkir;  ll'' 

deied,  allowed  us  n  large  portion  6f  time  fbr  obr 
woddly  business:  but^  then,  be  el^pects  that  we 
abide  with,  bim  in  our  callings ;  that  we  ixilnd^ 
earthly,  things  always  in  subordination  to  the  caHtf* 
of  religion ;  and  tbat^  **  whether  we  eat  6r  drink/ 
or  .whatever  wedd,  we  should  do*  all  to  th^  glory*  df 
God.'*  To  say  we  love  Christ  best,  and  yet'^^fv^^ 
liie  world  the  chief  of  our  thoughts  anil  titee  and 
sftrength ;  to  be  elated  at .  vJorldly  prosperlt5r,  and 
dejected,  at  worldly  disappointments,;  and  at  the 
siame  .time  indifferent  to  tbe'smJtes.or  frowns  dF 
Ghriat;  is  not  merely  inconsistent,  but  msol^nt  acMf 
profane. — If  our  affection  to  Christ,  be  trti^i  andouf 
preference  of  him  be  real,  it:  will  discftve^itsfeKffi^ 
every  part  of  our  condtict  and  conversation^;  and 
we  shall  determine  to  IcnoW  nothing,  and  -mind 
nothing,  comparatively,  ^*  but  Jesui  Christ,  aridliiint 
crucified."  Our  whole  study  will  be  to  W^tk  sd  6b 
to  please  him ;  and  we  shall  be  more  solicitous  to 
obey  him,  in  instances  the  most  painful  to'  flesh  an4 
blood,  than  to>  gratify  our  own  natural  desii^es^ 
though  in  things  otherwise  the  most  innocent' atid 
commendable'— according  .  to  that'  declaration  of 
his!;  ^^If  any  mancomeudtome,  and  bate  not  bis 
father,  and  mother,  arid  'wife,  and  children,  ana 
brethren,  and  sisters,  yea,  and  his  own  li^ealsb,  h% 
i;annot  be  my  disciple"  (Luke  ociv.  S6)-*-that  is^, 
they  must  no  more  prejudicei  our  love,  to  Clirist,  or 
stand  in.competition.  with  him,  than  if  th^y  were 
objects  of  detestatioji : — a  father^  in  this  case,  should 
be  no  more  than  a  stranger ;  a  child, .  no  more  ttfas 
an  alien.  '  ^ 

3,  Our  preference  must  be,  Patient  md  pers^ 
v«ring~ 


Sf  fill,.  19.2       AJSufiraviu4<^i  Sermm\.  99f. 

^ot'}%  vfjai  be,ffHt  Jo  nawy.a,  painful  ^n»U  ..Tho86| 
^W  Vt^lJiR^^^^^y  ??"®^  expect  to.suff^r.persecu-. 
tion^  "  Jf  yp  were  of  the  world/*  said  Christ  to  his^ 
di^cipl^si  ;'.the  worl^  would^  love  its  owij ;  but  be-, 
caflfse  I  ^ve  ctvo^eqjou.ouj  of  the  world ,,.therefprft 
the  wprld  hatet;h  yoij*.",  And  sc^^cely  a  day  parses,  bu.t 
jjQHr  loye,  avd  feitb,  und  wal  will  be  called  iato  ^x-. 
^{TcjtSe.  JSoiftptimea  the  J^nguesof  the  world  will  be  let 
l^se  ^lliifstyou.  In  every  age,  and  in  every  place^- 
^le^e.are  V  scoffers,  walking,  aftef  their  own  hearts': 
Uists  -/'  these  sit  '*  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful ;"  and, 
^lot  one  of  Zion*s  travellers  can  paps  by,  but  they. 
h^ve  some  ill-natured  remark  ready ; — *  There  gqei 
^ne  pf  ydur- sfiints ! '  Here  comes  another  of  the 
godly!,  $ee  how  wonderfully  scrupulous  they  are. 
not  to  tread  a  single  step  awry  ;  and  how  aqqipam-. 
ishly  they,  turn  away  their  eyes  from  so  much  as 
beholding  vanity  !'• Well,  Christiap,  and  what. 

then  ?  ^  What  is  there  in  all  this  that  thou  needest 

I 'flip  •  ' 

^e  ashamed  of?    And  yet  their  bitterest  fury  would 
be^  mi^ny.  times,  less  terrible  than  these  cruel  mock- 
ipgs..    Here^  tben^  is  a  trial  of  your  preference  of  the 
Jove  of  Christ : — whether  you  can  continue  "  stead* 
fast,^' immovable,  and  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,"  whil^  they  are  laughing  at  yoq  as  formal: 
|i^d  precise  ;— whether ^  you  had  rather  they  should' 
ridicule  and  reproach  you  never  so  much,  than  that 
Christ, shoi^ld  have  somewhat  against  you  ; — lyhe- 
ther  you  cap  boldly  tell^them,  '  If  this  be  to  be  vile,- 
J  will  be^et  ppre  vile/ — ^You  cannot  want  encou* 
ragement  so  loqg  as  that  text  stands  ^in  your  Bibles ; 
^^  Blessed  are  ye  when  men   shall  revile  you,  andt* 
^  l^^rsecifte  you,  a»d  shall  say   all    ipanner  of  ^evil 
against  you,  fataely,  for  my  sake :  rejoice,  and  be 
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«X€e€dlng  gitfd,  fbr  p^%^  ii  your  't^w«hl  kt  It^s^tmi^ 

ibr  BO  persecuted  they  ihe  prophets  n^eh  mmft  *Be^' 

ibr«  yoii/^  (MattheirV.'ll.)     *•   »  i       .  '  v^  ^  t 

At  other  times  the  w^rM'  fMJTiCtiry 'Afeii  ntectete 

ment  higher,  and   tht^aten   you  with  losaes,  and 

crosses,  and  ruin:  Tht^'tvfll  nev*r  look  upon  yotr 

more,  they  will  never  employ  you  more,  they  will 

liever  buy  of  you  morfe,  if  you  do  hot  thVOw'-'as^e 

that  puritanical  strictness  (as  they  ciAl  it%  anfl  NM^ 

and  live  as  the  rest  of  the  world. «—Tb  instance  ttil^ 

in  the  Sabbath.    Tbose^  who  make  no  consc^q^ 

Of  keeping  that  day  holy  to  the  Lord,  thems'^l^s, 

are  angry  with  those  that  do;  and  it  is  fid  'in^drai^ 

mott. thing  for  them  to  say,  •If  you  will  not  d8  tWif 

c>r  that  on, Sabbath-days,  you  shall  riot  do  it  at  "fflfV^ 

Sfyou  will  not  sell  oh  Sabbath-days,   twlh'no^lHiy 

of  you  on  other  days/    Here,  then,  is  a'nother'iH^ 

df  your  love  to  Christ.     Can  you  giv6'  up  lWi'gb6A^ 

''A^ill  of  those  who  would  be  youir  best  friends  W  ttf 

tile  world  ;  can  you  hazard  their  displeisuHe, 'l^AiW 

than  break  the  commandment  of  your  ti^d  ?;  '  Jttitf 

you  rather  lose  somej  had  you  raflier  lose  aft; 

business,  than  profane  the  Sabbath  and  offi^p^  ^6U^ 

Saviour  ?     Had  you  rather  all  the  wdrld  shbpld*tl£ 

alngry  with  you,  than  Christ  ?    Had  you  rathj^r  t^6¥ 

poor  friend  of  Christ,  than  a  rich  favourite  of  iW 
World?  •  :^*'*4^ 

repeal  it  againy*-tber^  is  scarcely  4  dav  butj 
•re  some  wa^  or  other  put  to  the  triaV:^  0o'^'j 
hold  fastthe  professibg  of  yourfeith  witliqut^v%u' 
itig  ?  Can  you  leave  all,  have  you  left  ill,  fid  fbWM 
Christ  >  Or.  rather,  have  yot\  not,  by  uhW0i:th^lii4« 
unjustifiable  compliances,  hazardecl  tbe  di^^lteasuy^ 
of  Christ)  and  given  him  too  mucti  rei^dh  l^'ttitt^ 


that  QHttiiig  qlii9rt>0B^..f^  Will  ire  aiso.gd  Jm:9yc2*'^. 
a  crown  of  life.     Bot  if  any  mai^  flwir^  lni«k^  my 

V-^'i'    .J'  -  ■      '  *  ••      .  * 
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.  Xf^, If  Aha  ^remembrance  of  Christ's  lovf  is  better 

t|k^  Wic^e»  iirb^t  sbaU  we  think  of  those  who  pre^ 

f^x  the, barest  .tbii^  of  the  world  to  the  lore.  q£ 

Christ  I 

It  was  a  very  severe  expostulation,  * "  Will  ye 

pollute  me  among  my  people  for  handfuls  of  barley 

and  pieces  qf  bread?"   (Ezek.  xiii,  19.)     Do  you 

so  lightly  esteem  the  Rock  of  your  salvation  ?     Will 

jQu  provoke  your  Master  for  things  so  cheap  ancji 

contemptible  ?' — Apd   yet  there  are  many  to  whom 

this  expostulation  (severe  and  reproachful  as  it  is) 

i)[|^y  with  sad  propriety  be  applied.   .  Some  will  not 

(f^ke  the  least  pains  to  procure  or  maintain  commur 

i^ipik  with  CbrisL     He  comes  and  knocks,  and  in  a 

voice  of  melting  mercy  says,  ^^  If  any  man   open   to 

me,  I  will  come  in  and  sup  with  him,  and  he  with. 

iljie.'*     W  they  dp  not  presently  comply,  he  repeats 

his  Cam  and  with  more  vehen^ence  and  importunity 

beseeches  them:    "  Open   to    me,  my  sister,  my' 

spouse,  my  love,  my  dove,   my  undefiled ;  for  my 

hef^  is  filled  with  the  dew,  and  my  lockB  with  the 

drops  of  the   night.*'     And  all  the  while  they  lie 

strc^tched  on   the  bed  of  sloth — as  if  they  shpuld 

^  ^  (jet  bim  wpit ;  it  is  not  worth  my  while  to 

preak   my' rest  for  him:  his  conversation  may  be 

instructive  and  entertaining  another  time ;.  but  at 

present,  1  had  rather  have  **  a  little  cbore  sleep^  a 
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.  .,0^1wiR9i will/not^iJrond^he'tiaH^    They  wiUaMssad 

ilti^  worship  .od  .  thet  <  Lond -Ahda^yi  ^Jb^MttfllBMbegr  Me 

iforbiddento  Iftbour^  and  time  hangs  theavy  •on  tbeir 

^Imnds;    but  on  week^cteys,:  letthefe.be  never  so 

•  many  lectures*  tJietr  places  tna  aln^ays  empty.: — 

•  ^  They  have  a  tcade  to  mind ;  'tbey  have  a^  fanily 
to  provide  i<^r ;  and  Ibough  it  be  but  for  a  Httle 
iirbil^s'tbey  may  get  a  great' deal  ci  or^wbo  khours 
hf>w  Q^4ich  they,  may  lose  by  being  out  of  the  tvay  ? 
^^an  hour  in  their  work  is  more  to^tbeih  than  the 
best  Sermon  in  the  world/ 

..,   And  there  are  many  who  refese   to  part   with 

.  some  favourite  iniquity  for  Christ.     They  will  coa- 

sent  to    part   with    a   great    deal  ;*-»^h^  will  eti- 

g9ge.  nev^r  more  to  be  guilty  of  any  act  of  intem- 

peraqce,  uncleanness,  or  injustice *;'r-«but  td  sell  all 

'  that  they  have  :  to  deny  themselves,  and-tbke-up 

their. cross-^^  it  is  a  hard  sayiqg  :  I  prj^y  i\^e  have 

0i€^  excused.'     How  justly  might  Christ  upbi^id 

;tbifm»  as  be  did  spme  of  old :  ^^  So  tfa^y  weighed  (br 

■my  price  thirty  preces  of  stiver :  afid  the  Lo^d  .  said 

..unto  me,   Cast  it  unto  the  potter  :  a :  goodly  pHc^ 

.^bat  I  was  prized  at   by  them!"  (Zech.  xi.   12.) 

If  he  that  loveth  son  or  daughter  nftore  than '  Christ 

i0i.pot  worthy  of  him, 'what  dan  they  expect,,  bet 

.present;  cpntempt  and  final  rejection,  wbd  lo'^e  thdir 

^asp  r  an4  their  corru  ptions  better  ? 

3.  /Wbat  reason  have  we  all  to  b^  hiimbted/  that 
ipurpr^rfereoice  of  Christ  abd  bis  Iqve*  h^  beep  no 
)Bore  viable  and  unifoifm  1  '      ' 

.. 4t  WW  «  ipomplaiot  made  lottg  ago,  **  AH  seek 


^itlieir.oviiVBdt^tl^'tbMgii  wiiifhriilie  JtW9€hri4t*s^** 
(PhiK  ii.  SI.)    And  there  »  little-maMfl^tov^tlk 

ltd  might  befttxpecladykfive'Jittle^otboasit'ol   'Chrivt 

will  aot  eadtrre  a  rival  r  ho  will  hav«  ''all>ti»e  heait, 

«nd  all  the  soill,  and- aib-the  mitid,    and  aH' Ifhe 

atrei^tb,"  or  he  will  accept  of  Qbthtng*  '^  LofVeist 

^hou  nem^re  tfaaii  these  V*  is  a  q4i^atietj  he  puts  td 

•lev^ry  one  that  effevs  to  become  hisdi^ciple.^^-^Obr 

>iov^  should  be  not  Only  sincere  in  kind,  but'ilupter- 

'  lati^e  in  degree :  what  cause  havie  we  then  for  shannbe 

and  hamiliation,  that  the  love  of  Christ  has- no  more 

the   pro-eminence  in  our   hearts  afid  lives ;    that^ 

when  all  ought  to  stoop  to  him,  he  should  be  so  oU 

.ten  put  off  with  the  world's  leavings  !     He  requires 

.'ft)l»  he  deserves  all/ and  we  have  many  times  cove* 

jMated  togive  him  all;  why  should  we  therefofe 

withhold  from  him  what  is  $o  indisputably  his  tlue? 

"        Consider,    Christians,  how  he  fMteferred  yc^ 

jpibove  all.  'He  preferred  you; before  the  fallen  angelsr : 

though  they  were  beings  of  a  higher  order  than  you, 

.tbpugb  tbey  bad  been  honoured  with  a  sedt^in  bea^ 

*  ven,  thoagh  they  were  once  part  of  the  celestial  choir 

,who  serve  hisa  day  and  night  in  his  temple,  yet  'he 

f^hose  to  save  you  lather  than  them  ;  ^^  for  be  took 

tpot  op  him  the  nature  of  angels^  but  the  se^d  of  A^rfc* 

bam/'    He  left  them''^ reserved  in  cbdiiis  under  dai4t* 

ju^  to  thejiidgment  of  tbegreat  dqy/'  that  Ue  might 

come  to  proclaim  ^^  peace  on  earM,  and  gobd<»wilt  to* 

f^yards  mn"    And  is  there  nothing tiue  rfor  Vhia?    - 

Further :  He  preferred  you  'before'  m^Uitodes  ef 

the  same  nature.     It  was  a  great  question  whicb  due 

of  the  .disciples  put;    '|  L9rd,  how  is  it  that  thoq 

wilt  manifest  thyself  to  us,  and  not  ui^o  \\\e  world  Tf 


(Jdbn  xiVi  M.)  How  ifid^ed  l^md  liMfh^^^  9SI6 
vm^  \\\tt  slMff^  had  gone  astray  ^ff  >^  ell  flesfaiia^  ccbfM 
ftqitad  their  wtfyd^"'  lall  wer«'ittiP^hf«l  lin^tbe  ^cof^ 
IDM  iguj&tf;  all  •lay-Utiddf  %b«  «0kaM<MiMeiirM »  hlh 
iMmi  MUtMOed:  to  tba  ^omiiMrii'  deattrttMiM  t^  ^aMd? 
wkiett  aoJMmgnOmciBr^iagiedloQtaMCiey  'aiiA*«dt'« 
mwrk  bpoii  then,  thattheddattfoyjog  aageltnigbtpassi 
Ami  «ver,  why  ^^fe  yo«  aiiong  the  faapp]f^  liNr f 
Others  might  have  been  tak^naird  yeo  left?  'bat  h^ 
^preferred  yoii  aboire  inilHotistrho  had' as  much  >to 
MODminend  them  to  this  favfourable  distmetion  .as 
yon.    And  is  there  nothing  due  for  this  ?  i 

.  Further  still :  He  pMferred  you  before  the  maftii 
festation  of  his  ^lory  as  God.  ^  In  the  beginning 
was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  anft 
Che  Word  was  6od/'  The  "^  glory  which  he  hadt^ 
before  the  worid  began ~^  was  beyond*  all  imagtnai 
iimi ;  and  he  might  have  kept  it  forever;  he  might' 
to  this  day  have- continued  the  object  of  angelic  ad^ 
nsiration  and  praise,  without  a  moment's  intemia*' 
aion  r  but  he  preferred  yoci  above  it.  Love  to  f^a 
isdnced'hitti  to  lay  aside  his  divine  glory,  and^leafve 
the  bbsom  of  his  Father  for  a  stable  and  a  mang^'I 
•^td  leave  fnlness  of  joy  and  perfect  pleasure,  to  be. 
dome  ^^  a manof  sorrows and'acquahrted  with  grief  !^' 
•—to  leave  the  Acclamations  of*  angek^  for  the  re- 
piroacfaes' and  sinndets  of  men  !^to  leave  theifig* 
»ity  balonging  to  him  as  the  Son  of  God;  for  the 
disgtaeeful  fcrita  of  a  servant  I  It  was  his  preform 
ente  of  you  «htft  brought  him  down  to  eartbi  And 
Is  this  also  tohestlgfated  ?  '         ^ 

OtfCBBMifre,  then;  He  prefert^  yon  before  h«r 
pmeinus  life  as  toan.  After  he  had'  niade  his'  ap- 
^earance  in  onr  inhospitahle  world,  add  the  kingb 


t«fcingsd(}lMiiiel  >  to^elker>  lagai Mt  the  L<lr#«  -  Anoiiti^ 

dM  ta^^^wftUi  he  lc«ie#  lh«t^)fijD^ht>ivr  ^a  UM  06ilV9 
«Ml*he*0glrtft«MdM(sitiig«fb.  Hfe^  8iM#«d  #lli» 
te  ^eeiAd  do)  whto  tlM^  cmiw  to  iippi^lMild  hlii% 
Iterirodld  4iaTe  li^oked  tb6m  all  dead  ittali  iH^Mit 
he^Foiidrecorery .'  Am! -evM lifter  ibh^y  taad  Ait«ft«C 
Mil  to* the  ^roto,  lie<tould^ttiord  (Easily  thah  ^aWafth 
krblce<ihe<!erd»>\«>ith  trhichtbto  4Phi list! iM  hid  bMttt 
\am-^*Am^  ciMild  hdvi»  iobfaetted  tbe  Milt  ftttbi'  Ma 
banda and  feet;  or  be  could  hare  prayed  the  Fa« 
tfaer»  and  legiona  of  angela  would  have  flown  to  hia 
reaeae.-^But  he  prefened  yoii  above  deliverance. 
He  knew  it  was  more  expedient  for  you  that  he 
ahould  die;  becauae  ^without  shedding  of  blood*' 
there  could,  be  ^^  no  resiission :''  and  therefore,-^ 
tfatogh  the  cup  was  bitter,  and  the  near  approach 
of  his  auffbrifogi  threw  him  into  an  agony,  in  which 
lie  aweait,  aa  it  were  great  drops  of  Mood,  and  hia 
aeifl  was  esLcseedingly  sorrowful  and  sore  amazed*^ 
yet  he>would  not  give  over  the  generous  undertak*- 
ibg«  ^  Uavteg  loved  his  own^  he  would  love  them 
unto  the  end:''  and  gave  the  most  indtsputaMe 
proof  of  hie  pbefarence  of  you,  by  ahowiog  you  that 
*Mifs  Idve  #a9 stronger  than  death/' 

ThusI,  Christiana,  baa  heprefermdydu  above  ell : 
above'^Uto  angels^  above  mukitudea  of  ymif  feU 
lowHBaen  atidfeUow-sinnars,  abo>ve  the  nanifeatatioff 
fX  bis  glory  as  God,  and  aibove  hia  procioua  life  ae 
man.  Aod  will  not  this 'love  oonatraio  you^  k 
nmih^\t,  donl—^Wkt  faeartf  b^it  to  burn ;  ynur 
bTebegiaa  to  flame;  your^iodigoalieD  agaioatthe 


world,  tbe  fl^sb,  and  all  those  lu9te  whitll  biiye  beea 
.too  socomrful  rivals  of  Christ  id  your  affecttoos,  be- 
gins to  kindle !  Seize  the  favourable  moment ;  and, 
while  your  souls  are  glowing  with  divine  love  and 
tseal^  l^t,  iw.  hapten  to,  ai)  ordincince  whf ^e  wf .  ^U 
j^.  Jesui,  Cl^ist  evi^f^n^y  4et  forJ:bi  as,  <^ui4fie4  b^ 
fwe  our  eyes»  And  while  we  are  refreshing  our 
memories  with  llie^surpQui^  esprewoo^^  his  love 
to  us,  let  us  be  eager  to  give  some  new  proof  of  our 
love  to  him ;  and  convinae  ^  the  world,  that  we 
love  not  in  word  only,  but  in  deed  aqd  in  truth. 
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Wbll,  tBy:deBr  Sirs;  and  what  h  it  .you  expect 
from  me  ?  Afte^  all  th^t  you  have  been  hearing  of 
the  dignity  and. duty  of  the  mioiaterial  office ;  aad 
after  all  the  petitions  that  have  been  put  up  on- 
your  behalf  to  God^  for  grace  to  betp.in tiqieLof 
need ;  what  can.  you  look  for  more  ? — Perhaps  you 
crave  .our  sympathy ;  or  perhaps  you  .  ei^pect .  coa- 
gmtulation.  Your  circumstances  call .  for  bpth.^ 
You  have  pains  and  pleasures,  joys  and  griefs,  be- 
fiire  you ;  which  will  alternately  lift  you  up  and. 
cast  you  down.  Some  of  each  you  have  already 
met  with,  and  more  you  may  es;pect, — Will  you. 
then  allow  one  that  hath  been  almost  forty  years  a. 
htbourer.in  the  Lord's  vineyard — (I  blus.h  to  pub-« 
Ush  it :  and  well  I;  may*--to  think  that  in  so  long  a 
time  so  little  work  hath  been  done !) — B^ut  will.you 
finr  a  moment  forget  my  un worthiness,  and  allow  a 
fellow-labourer  to  remind  you  of  some  of  the  dis* 
ceuragements,  and  some  of  the  pleasures,  com- 
monly attendant  on  the  office  you  have  under- 
taken. 

I  You  will  hardly  believe  me  when  I  tell  you,  that 
your  first  and  principal  discouragement  will  arise 
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from  yourselves:  and  jet  I  cah  assQte  yovi  fhat 
i>ther  mitiisterB  have  found  it  8<^.  -    '  ^'  ' 

*  True'  (yoa  look  as  if  you  wished  to  telliSM)u— 

*  true:  if  we  had  commenced  MiimAm  bMbWfe'we 
<  1^4  C0ausieDced  ChrUtiam;  if  we  httd  hf^MUq 
^  pi^act)  a  Savieur  to  otl^ers  before  wt  were  ^vm^ly 

*  acquainted  with  him  ourselves  >- Mn  sbott,*  if  we 

*  weie  to  this  boar  uDx^onvertjedt  ^i^  yoni  rifl^ht 

*  talk  to  us  of  inward  discouragements  *  ibr  Ito'he 

*  sore  it  must  be  a  tiMSOtte 'drtid^y  to  such  a^^r- 
"^son  to  be  always  preaching,  or  prsiyiiig; '  M»<Mlk- 
' 'iDf .  '<k  tblAkinig  ahion t  nriigtoti'.  ^  BiiV^we.  tiUMly 
.'iope  fbat  4riiotoor  ci^.  We  iMfit Gbdli'hitfa 
^  befen  pleased  to  veveal  bts>  Son  tp  tis.  it  nAm-^^M^. 
^^ytedrs^ag^tbat  we  flint- ■^' ii-  ■•  ■■'     '  -  •*  ^  ou  k 

« ^-^'know  it;  and  I  should  pity  yM  ihAsMl  }f>lr 
had  been  <jitherWise:  yet,  for  all  tbait}  ('ilbpteWSt 
tfgain,  y6u  will  i|nd  ftequenrt  and  grejrtdiM^urig*- 
nettt  iVom  ywir  own  hMf Is.  Walpm  m^^^Hte^^'H^ 
]tl9t  now,  and  strong  as  th^  beat  4[>r  *ChriM4iiili 
aOQls;  so  that  yc^u  could  gladly  apenri  a«d  be epiMt 
in  their  semce,  and  grudge  every  ^mf  and*-  iMMr 
tiMt  you  are  not^  like  y<MMr  iMvkie  Maater^  gdit^ 
nbout  doing  good;  (bdieve  me,  h  may  net ^ib 
aiwi^s  60.  Your  spirits^  may  flag ;  your  sett  ilkdy 
dool ;  your  pace  may  sla<^en  %  your  ttttentictftariivf. 
be'diveMed,  by  triflM  that  you  now  think  bf^<#iiib 
A>fft<Mnpt  and  detestation ;  and*  you  may' ncMl  Mdto 
IMthftil  friend,  o*  some  rouaing  proftdeui^^^lta 
8i>ffle' fresh  gftte  of  heavenly  tnflaenc^,  teNi^AMi* 
you  in  your  way,  a(pd  *^  strengthen  ChetHifl^  tiSiMi. 
remain,  that  were  ready  to  die.**  •/  •-^. 

'  t'here  «r*e  ateo  discouragements  to*  fte  e«[MlAM 
ftMn  your />eo//e»  '^  ^'  *  •  '.♦*'• 


*  thing  from  our  denr^peof^e  tp  •givie  us  a  momtot^ 
«.  jiii^MI0^wl-f*rIqi(i9VibJe.i^-i-W^^  <ieTer  was  jthert 
f.«4PMi^<ci^t<onflte:  people  io  tl)fi  ivorld.  la  %hm 
<MiM^  tifw  tbfl:  ve  .have.h6tn<.ai3M|^  them»  mi 
Miiyemceived^  thouawdcivJlUifs;/  and  their. kiiid« 
^^aesB  is4siUyr>iaa?ea8ing..  Qui  laboDrs  seem  agr^at 
^ahle  lKi^4A«^  iMid  their.  hidiayioMr  highly  90  t;/^  um: 
*aiui  ftwr ely  .DiQthioig  i«ait  JAtcrcuj»t  the  pireseot  b^i^ 
^  ii^QPy**  W|i  ^^  d(Wteiwiofl4i.cnie  and.  all,  J^  41Q 
«4i»tl^io^  hm^n  maitually.  atriving  together  in  <iw 
/  4PM«y4n^^  Na94.  vii^b  oqe^  iQipfi  and^  one  m)i^e  Uk 
^  gfc>n|^  $r%di: /«v««,  the.  fath^^  of  ^mr  ]>ad  Jesof 
>/.^C4iriat/  1;      .1.  .  .  I  •,.•..»',..:  . 

I  hope  you  wilL^^^JUid^. would  laok  iavidioua'td 
}yo|i  \^^fih^9b  so  mu^h  m  -to .  meatioo.  wiiat.  the 
7gii9fit  Apostle ffxperieqoed,  .and.  deelarad^T<»Gal.  iv* 
45*.  ,  Ni^tfue^,  it  is  J3ot  fcom  that  quartet ^  the.  dis« 
^qfHJi9^f9Deiita.L  Aow  m^w^  .origiu^tef  They-cocH 
ilMiuia  lyoar.  vwfiQ  aad  hearty  ^rie»da;  are  ready 
)^fi(inmvfK]f.  eieca^ion  to  show^you  all  the  reiq»eaC 
jfm^  kfodtkinmitx  their  power  ;  they  like.youvpapeaoh- 
iHS*  and .  attend  conataptiy  at  ohui:^h  ;rr-hut-'-Hbi|tf 
jilbfX  are  tliey  the  ^h^tter  for  it  ?  '  You  are  to .  ihem, 
.;s  a>  h>v^y  fSoog,  as .  one  that  plays  well  upon  aii>  !»• 
.atfi9m8At:'^ftl)«y /hear  yoar  words  t  bat  they  do 
(tbetlii  iiot«  rXiou^e^spoie  of  thew  lying  i  a  wiekednesst 

4pid  aaitrqwi^^Vi^  ^^^  si<^-  yow  j^oivtc^  ye^m  to^ 
ivarda.febfpsii  and  yoa  would  foMO  plu^k  tfaettaa 
Waads  AWt  pf  the «  hurniog*  -You  pray  •  eameatly^ 
Salibath  aflbar  .Sabbath,,  that  th^  Lord  would  chocae 
out  acceptable  wor^s  for  you ;  and  you  oooie  ibrthr 
f9lM(ii^es.  with  each  terrors  of  the  Lord  as  you 
jfimcy  mufi  niakt  them  trembl^^  and. at  otW.  timea 


yfitk  Bv^  8ig9aie»t$.  0f  leve  ^n  .y^tt/ tfoiak ' 4b»f  fie« 
ver  can  resist*     You  thiDk  with  yoursdTes,  ^  iMM 
•urely  th(eyjq||U9t,^el:  (his  ser»0ni.mH}  bmof^OMttis 
su«:es6 1' .  ^Biit  oo^siiishi ttiiog. :  w>t«.$iog|0b«rai4tt 
aSected'by.iti    4Mtf^ii,theyi^atei  it  ib  ^^brnt  M^Ae* 
moreiog.cload  or  tbje  eaely  49wv  «wbiob  mou  jMnfail 
away«  ^X^y  are  aUlo^e  .and  seal  4wtBi  littloMfaiid&i 
^  Oh^^  tbey  wpuMfi  iwt  faniatlBe  Qhmtv^<i6^i^ihei 
world  !v  They  \^}L£siU0W,Qb«i^.ti9iM^ 
gi^tbv'/'  Ad(1  foj;Ai  uMifa  ^.  ffpFOtr^nit  nmy  A>es,)fiifti«o 
yMf  oc  tf^m  (^f  it  hold /WnfbAQe  Mid  iiirh«rf^h«l}M« 
>oiig)»  (hey  4nay<  kMp  up-   a  tg^embh*dB^mt^wfA < 
p^^niode^.butiit  Jeq^ii,  wh^il^tlw^  ncnmltf  ysi  «alH» 
gioois.a  little  over,  you  see. them  dropt/crff^diln 
]eav»B  in  aQtumL  .  Xbfy  iakA^^nqp  f  t^iicMqcstrifltt 
or  aaather^^ajiQudi  axray  tb^iy  ga  into  tJM[t«iralA«BfniieY 
aad  ^'  walk  oi»jmore^,with  JoMs^'f  ^    ^.?f.:  son  r^s^n  i 

*  Ag4in-'-rrn^^Wl;^la;  1 .  more  diac#iini(|wnf a/g  f> yait^ - 
<  Wh^  :veiU  y»u  harv«/do9e?.  Our  heattrtste  rBiii|i»- 
^  ^  break  at  the  prospect  of  .thoae.yoii«htiref|ilim^i 

*  iq^ntioQed^    and   have  we  mora   to.  D|i]>fictf^W'. 
YesjDdeed»  there  ai*  laoGe  bebiiid  ^  >  butcUfacyi .  uk 
such  ap^  pedLa^^.i^r;  what  you  have *h«a«il  atood^- 
you  will  not  ^hink.worth  he^dii^-    I  w^  Ak^^iplk 
will  meet  with  dispoui^ement.firom  tbe)40M/A*'  v-r. 

.There  have  been  ti^iea-  when  a  mfnistMotUiupiM'' 
Qoldiisfi  cai;ried  his  life  in.  his* hand  i  w^0.4iiaAQlMi' 
and  loyi^ty  to  hia^ivioe  MaiBtpr  weTC^'9lltiitoilk»' 
aeirerest  trial;  aqd.  whea  ijt  .^aa  dq  iMnlpofttfittjt 
thing  for  a  minister  to  .^o. .  from,  t^ie  pulpit  ^M  m 
pcison,.aq4  frprnth^e  prima,  to  a  alal^^  TUmMhSu 
^  trying  time  iade,ed,  ^  W|;at  a  poor  ^gui^.-^sknaUp* 
ira,«aake)iij^  auQh  times  were  to  mkVm  ^tg-^ntmmi^ 
Through,  the .  g^od    providence   of  s  God^  i  inuw 
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DO  need^to  fortify  y6u  %igamst  such  discdcii'e^hieiitd 
» thede/  •  ;    *  ^ 

•Btft,  ttikm  thase^dftyh  or'fif6  in6  faggot,  tWere 
Inrv^'b^en  'titn^9  fv'heD  fe1thf\it  mini^tei^s  have  beeti 
reduced  M^^say,  >vith  the'  Ap6dt*l«,  **  Lo^  We  ha^e 
l€^«li^  ttfrti  tbllbwed  thee"^'  •  THey  w*re  not  pfer- 
mitted'tokibfatiDufe   their  mirtlstry  "ameo^'  ttieir  'be'' 

lovbd^oplev'i^^i*  ^J<Tf  ^^  etnolatAetits  b^lottgiti^ 
thereto,  vritbo^t '  s^ch  compliances  as  their  con<^ 
sciendes  woriiM  fnot  allour  of.^-^7%A^,  too,  was  an 
awful  'perkodMfk  British  bUtory,  when  above  two 
thoBstod  l^anfredv  laborious,  'aod  usififul  ministejrs, ' 
were  Mpar*ted  frcM  tb^ir  floeka ;  dej()rfv«d  Of  tbeit- 
eacates;  plundered  of  their  goods;  driven  from 
their  lamHieat  und  many  of  them  fbreed  to  fly  into 
foiei^  (ioturtries^  to  avoid  a  jail  At  hothe.-^I  hope 
I  need  not  insist  upon  this  nieitber.  \f e  h^ve  long 
enjoyed  '  the  benefit  of  a  toleration :  and  it  was  a 
saving'  of  his '  late  Majesty,  and  hdth  been  heard 
and*  adopted  by  our  present  Sovereign,  *  That  no 
person  should  be  molested  for  his  religion  while  he 
sateponUh^  throne/— I  wil(  not  suppose  thkt  you 
are  likely  to  meet  with  toy  McA  discouragements.  ' 
'Btit  there  are  others,  which  peHiftps  you  may  not 
entirely  escape.  There  is,  for  exatmple,  the  trial 
of<:rael  moekings ;  which,  in  many  cases,  is^  almost  as 
barl  to-  be  borne  as' bonds  und  imprisonment.  Wben 
youl*  beart0^ave  been  warmed  with  ieal  foV  Christ; 
and'Moamt^siiidn  .  to  previous,*  'perishing  souls  ;  and 
you  bftv«wt©rted^ou«elVe8%vitb  unusual  Vehemence 
in^bmeedijng  sfiDWei^  to  be  recbn(ciledt6  God;  for 
otMMd  anothdr  to  ?•  turn  dff  with'  a  srieer,  and  enl 
deavouT'  tor  dVaw  «ff  others  too,  tvilh  a  ^*  What  Vill 
thisr  babble*  say?     He  hath  a  devil,^  and  is  mad  1 

VOL.  II.  z 


why  bear  ye .  Mw  ?**— K.^^re  n^^hipg  di||«qwfagji|f 
in  this  ? 

But  I, will  ttqt  ^WfXl  i^ny  Ippgier  oo  the  glooiny 
aide.  If  IMd  ijpt  gp^  rea^ft  to  bppe,^Q4  bf^l^yei 
tb«t,  as  gQq<l  9oldi«r&  of  J^iiB.CJiris^,  jrou  VP.tWt^ 
pared  to  endure  hf^i^dnes^^  I  sbpu^d  he  fiotry  I  J^ad 
aaid  Sfcx  tiiuch*  .Bu,l  if  I  bad  mentioDed  n^ver  so 
ipan^  discoujrageiQeiiU  oior^^  so  k>Dg  as..  Gt^^  is 
wiik  you^  aad  ^  yoUi  wjiiat  signifies  it'  who,  ^r 
bow  i«any,.are  a^p^iast  you?  '^  Ff^r  not/'  svaya  hf^ 
^^  for  I  am  with  tliee.  Be  not  dismayed,;  for  ,1,  ^m 
thy  God.  I  will  strengthen  the|&;  y/W,.I  W4p.,^t;)yp 
*bw;  y€^i  I  will  uphold  thee  with  thp  rig^  Ip^nd 
of  my.righiteousQess/'  .     „ 

I.  th^rc^ore  gladly  change. my  tone,  ftqm  con* 
dolence  tD,c<wgratulati<Hi.— -^Y^,  Sirs^;  ino^  sin«- 
c^rfily  dp .  I.  congratulate .  you^  that  Qfjd  ji^ath 
*'  counted  y^u  faithfMl,  putting  you  into  the  qapi- 
pt]*y  ;*'  for  a  more  honourahle»  a  mo^e  delightfuJ,  a 
l»pre  advant^eous  office^  you  could  Dot  have  b^ea 
called  tq.  ^,  . 

I  said^  it  was  an  honourable  tailing;  anid.^  ^t  iS| 
whether  we  ^oqsidisr  the  Person  who  employs.,  y^n^ 
qr  the  buitimaa  y^^y  are  employed  about.  An  Aim- 
bas^ador  is  looked,  upon  as  a  character  of  high 
^nk.:  aud  hia^  eoiployment  as  one  of  great  t^t^Mt^ 
which  it  requires  no  little  ability  and  integrity  |pix>^ 
perly  to-fill. .  It  is, an  office  that  is  ei^eriy  v>n|^t 
after  by  ai^itiQi^s  mini^ ;  and  the^perann  that  holds 
it  is  resisted ,  ip  ;fpreiga  courts,  according  tp,  the 
dignify , of  tjhie.  Prince  whose  repnefientativ«  he  is. 
Now,  '^  we  .are  Ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  t^ugh 
Qod  di/i  bes^ch  you  by  us^  WO  pcay  you,  ia 
Qhriftlft  st^i  be  ye  reconciled  to  God/'      You 
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bare  ttiib  hotiour  to  be  G6d'4  moVik  tQ^hiS^^^o^)e  i 
the  word  of  the  Lord  comes  to  you  time  after  Hhie. 
teiying,  '•Son  of-  man,'  ga'aria  ^feTl  this 'people'* 
9Ueh  and  B«ldb' tbiiftg«'  from  ineJ  'AfcboMin'^ly,  yoii 
address'  them  with  a*^^^*^  ^^^  ^  thUs  ^ith  the 
t6r*:"!^nd  they  receiVett,  n</t  ia  the  wdrd  b' 
Mali,  Btit  og  it  i8'in  thith/'tfe^^ord^  cff  God.-^ 
And  then,  kgafnj'  you-*  ere  their  ^ocith^  to  trod. 
Yon  go  about  among  them,  ^tiA  iftform*  ytftfrs^Ives 
ofUhw]^  pai-tfciilkr  waott  aiidfetfrthieos  ;^  atid'tlien, 
teil^ting  tbetA  together,  you  present  them  in  pub- 
fit;  prayer  to'  lYie  King  of  saints. 

Now,  to  be  thus  going  forward  and  backward 
between  God  ami  yoitr  people :  one  Sabbath  pro- 
(ibsing  terms  of  reconei^aticMi  t6  reixeUiOiis  sinners, 
sbd  the  next  earr^ing  back  their  dutiftil  siib'niissioh ; 
tod  then  executing  a  eovenant  of  mutual  and  ever- 
lasting peaci :— what  an  honour  is  hereby  conferred 
on  the  minister  who  is'  thus  employed !  i¥^ould  you 
exchange  with  the  greatest  ambassador,  '  or    the 

greatest  potentate  upon .  earth  ?  By  the'  i^ayi 

tel  diis  teach  you  to  reverence  yourselves ;  to  mag- 
nify your  oilce ;  to  preserve  a  4igoity  of  chieiracter ; 
and  av6id  descendii^g  to  thoife  Jisvities  in  speech 
<^bebaviour,  which,  however  aHowsfade  in  persons 
inf  an  inferior  station;  are  highly  uoi^boming  an 
AnibassadbT  of  GTod.  *  *  v  . 

But,  to  return.-i-r'siid  ahd,*ljMit  tfce  'oftce  you 
are  ilow  ehteting^uponr  was  mb$t  pleasckt  and  de^ 
Mg^ifui.  '  And  wbat'can  4>e  4rio«e  so,  than-  t6  be 
assistitig  ydur^  ^lo^-ci*efftUfes  ih-  fijixig  fiVMn  th6 
l^rith  to  Ctofbe: '  t6  tre  Shipwii^'  Afena  the  path  of 
We :  arkl  being  hypers  of  theit  faith,  holiness^,  and 
joy ;  and  ei^iieciftfly^  itfcea  the  pleasure  <rf  'the  Lord 

z  3 


f»rQif99r$  in  y^ur  i>Im94»;  w^$n  ,coiive«m  fly  as  .» 
ck^d ;  wli^n  f  nntoy  are .  Haki^g.  thiS/  >  W9f .  to  Zic^n 
with  tkPV^  Swes  tbilhert^ard ;  «nd  one  after  aootii^r 
QQOiea  to.  yevi  with,  '>  Sir».  wa .would; we  Josus^' 
Jhen  you  wUi  feel  all  tke  jaya.of  bfurvesti  Hm^ 
you  will  tbinfc  all  your  iwioa,  in  studying  and 
preachings  infinitely  over-paid ;  thenyou  will  kiioff 
apniething. of  what  the  Apostle  felt  when  he  said^ 
'*  For  ye  are  our  joy  and  our  crown." 

ThJa  is  part  of  what  J  meant,  wbea  I  wi  ofi^he 
office  you  have  undertaken,  that  it  is  the  pleaaaotolt 
work  in  the  world.  But  those  who. are  acqtt^i0ted 
ivith .  our  appointments,  will  wonder  to  bear  me 
^d,  as  another  encoaragement,  );bat  it  is  the  ,iBoat 
ffrqfiuAk  aqd  goinfid  eoiployment.  Not  indeed  ii( 
a.  lucr^tj Ye,  view :  you  despise  that — And  it  j^ .  weU 
you  /do;  for  you  never  could  have  pitched,  upo^n^ 
businefs  by  which  there  is  so  little  to  b(^  got^^ 
jBut  no  matter :  the  world's  votaries  hav^  ,4fi^j^j 
jiford^  ^and  you  shall  have  yoia>6 ;  and  such  ,ae, .  ^  . 
abalf be abundan>tly  satisfied  with.  Take  it,. W  MB 
words  of  the  Apostle :  "  Feed  the  flo<jfc  ;qf  jiQ»} 
a^q^  is  9mong  you^  taking  the  oyei:s)gl|t  f tJMNQeof 
??P*  ly  :Cpns|raint,  but  willingly;  no%vli9r y^Ml^y 
l^f^f:  bMit  ofg  rwdy  mind;  neither  as  Iqrdf^^yer 
v^^d^sr  l^figtageb  bW  being,  examples  to  tlj^flo^kj 
and  when  the  chief  Shepherd  shall  appe9?»  ye  ,fh^\i 
jneo^i^e  a  cron^^  of  glory  which  fadeth,  not  aw«^." 
i^jPcjt.v.s.)  If  you  be  diligent  and  f^itbA»l  io 
tj^pxecHition  of  the  trust  which  is  now  comjq^t^  to 
ypu,  r9nd  if.  it  please  God  to  prosper  yopr  endeat 
¥Q^ra^  what  will  be  your  joy,  when  mwy  ^k^}\  ri» 
tip  and  ipall  you  "blessed/'  and  befcrc ^an  in)^^* 
msiahtle  ooQ^pany  of  angels,  and  the;  g^^jei^l  ass^t 
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%If  and  ebilTiel  of  tbcT'  fit«i^to«n/''§HaU  '^dSBirtti, 
ibii^  it  is  tb"yo»,  ufiderGod,'  tbfty  k}#e  ftieiP'^at 
itfhfeftwih}  that  it  wa«  under  ^toilt  pifeicmih^  th^ 
we^fihf^tdk^edV  arid  by  yoM  fkitbfcil  c6ui)^^ 
ami'  seasonii^le  ttpttf^s  ><lbey  vAfte  tt00tn6i3r  up  lii  -a 
cottr«of'4*)ly*^b6dfeiit;e,  »fid,'l^  Ck>d's  bffessm^ 
0ii'y<)6^r^etadtof«^trrs,  were   madei  W^el  tb  be  pai- 
liaiedrs^  ai^^hiberitance'  aiAoiig '  tfre  saitftSlor^^bt ! 
— I  say,  what  will  be  their  gmtitude,-  *^fid  ^&ur'joy, 
tritfattli#Mfddf  rapturM,  'wbev^  th^  llMt  so^  ^nd 
*lft^>«t»t  teap  9*(rtl  f^jiaice  t6g«her 
•  •Aifd'Tiow,  bretblren,  what  tbink  ye  of  the'  §ctHh 
Md  sneers,  the  Yeproa^hes  and '  perdeciition9,  ^of 'tbt 
wortd  ?A^Ymi  dtopise  th^m  alL    ¥ou  hare  got^  so 
bigb  above  them;  that  the    m^st  spiVefui  caifinot 
r^aeh-you.     It  i^  ho  more  than  a  dog^s  bai^&lng  at 
fhe^iddoon,  or  an  arrotir  shot  at  the  Mn.    Yoii  tnov^ 
on,  in  this  sphere  assigned  you  by  Him  #iio  holdeth 
A^  Istatb  in  his  right  hand;  you  move'diif,  dlrftribbt- 
iug'  ligbt  and  heat  to  the  placed  you  pasft  'o^er;  nii- 
diMurbed  by  the  commotions  and'tuttiults  siifaorig 
^  little  ant-h])ls  below.  '       '    ^ 

Shtll   I  dose  here? What,  Sir  J  dote  i?efe? 

^  Why  there  hath  been   nothing  of  a  Chargk  ftt 

*  YoQ  have  said^  indeed,'  a  gfMat>  deA  tfbout  trTrat 

*  «ne  teay  expect ;  but  yoU  hiv6  bard^  ttild-  U^  aVVy 
*tMngVif  whatfl^^^retbido:*    -  '-^^      -^•-    •.' ■  ' 

Wdl,^thten;  if  ybu -WillNha^feHji  ©fhaf^6,-I  ^ffl 

giveybua  niost  Excellent  otitfeC  1^  ^fibstlePa^Pi 
to  a  young  minister,  as^  it,  isP 't^ordWi*l*i'*Titfr. 
iv/r:  **l-chafge  Hhee,  therefore,  beferi^  Gft>d,  and 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,- who  shall  [fadgb  tiffe  q\iiek 
dod'the  dead  at  'his  appearing  and  his'ki^om; 
Preach  the  word ;  be  instant  in  86aMti,^'«iit  bf^ 


fi4a      ,^   -  rv^vrt i  OfctfiMwiiii*  V^lile    [Sean.  19/ 

^tt'D^rtkidwpe  MiiQd)doctiriofi<  bat  after  tbtiv^  owm 
liMts  ftha^itbgjr'^lMii^  to  AtameiiftB^  tmobmn,  lianfig> 
i4;chitig :)3iw  r<««id  ^^y  slhitU:  two-  nw^^/tbeifi  ^nt 
i^jOBl^  tlv^jfodi,  4ritfd'abiittube  twted  utito  &khm 
l^ut  jwiitch  ihon  ia^  ftU>^iiigB^;/ieBdiifeiaffii9titoi)ffo 
do  tbe  W9«k^»f  aaifMActgi^M:  .«HiiU>  fuUlNo^  ff 

'  Ifk  ti^pM6iBQce»  mlxiii  tipe  OMd^i  x>f' tlMi:  Mow 
God  and  J  udge,  *  I  otMr  oddfOlft  njJMif '  to  yoK  t.  mmU 
t^J^oi^lipt  ^4«ttotof  ihy  <^^  I  shdl'lcMipr^s 

Mlq^J^8ttllMlrlrepite4.  r  !    i<  // 

.  The^i^pcmtlf.  bqginift  wkh  '' Fr$iteh  the  «iiti«M' 
aii4  'theraby  intiftMtes  thtfr,pr€»»cbioy  j>  an  ymmwI 
part[  of  tninMleriat  duty*  Read  tbe  ^ecouottof  ttha 
9aci^d  ^cMs,  as  U  19  given,  io  £fkbaa.  it^:  M^  q*4 
ycn^  ^t^Mef  by.^ir  vcty  Maie$»  'that  lrbe(g^«it 
aiid,i3^;|beu&iii#titM4i0B  ^M6  inrtractbii.  !  Icbtlis 
those  sirbo  think  and  speak  qiMlftljr  06 .  <bQ/iiftWb 
if  4i|(nr  .tbat  <>bri#tiaaity  is  pteoted  aad'cajaHliaiigd^ 
tb^  3«ere  notiqora  netd  of  {Nrtacbi«f ;  'tbM  ^^Mjr 
ooe mayiMi^d. bis. Oibl4^  aad  laaro*  htsdutgi^  ki^  Autat- 
8«1|^  pwi^)rmiAs^»{Dmiiiter  toieitfob  binK  dtMiattims^ 
men  do  not  aaedUi  be  called.  tO' lbs  mfm$  tfiif';  Gbrtfer 
Ifpfo^ ;  'but  s«r%„9Ufi^y  tbtfy  ^letd  t«  ba  iii|;i9d  to  tile 
iN^pf.'^bitetiamty,  aad  ^let  not  tbeior  pmte  v^ 
iMirtif  Jjidd).to^beafi»|#iieMiI  ia  tbtiA  too,  v  ':  Wbew 
if.  Abe  wis^  wbese  is.tbe  eerib^i  iwibere:  «a  tb^difq^ilkeF 
of  tbiii  wor4d  ?  Htftbuot  God  tmtde  foolidhi  tim.V^ 
doin  of  <  tbis  wmU  }  Cbr  after  4toati  the  IrofU;  bjr 
Mfiadom.  koeiT  mH.  God^  rit  p^teed  God  i)|r  ibe 
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imlislittass  of  pt^ackmpUi  mxe-Atim  Isirat  bdieMw 
(^i (CDCi.>iL«a):So  8fti4 aoi Apostle X  .«hKlMi  tboMfiw 
VM^  he  bath  ni^]  flMie  to  mmimnwd  fKwchng 
tfamiall  tbe-witsattd  wnotkat  of  thwaget  ^  ^^  ^^jf 
age,  am  a&y  to  4ispaMgl»  it.  Let  iwbb  WiHy  then* 
dti|ilee  projpheaying;  feiMeaber tfaiat  it*  n.ftmt dutf 
to^  preacb  the  wari/^  Ami  to  ifek  arigbt;  t<i 
Vrio^  forth,  Sabteth  sAer  B«UMi*b,  ihaaga  wortby 
of  God  and  proitaUa  ito  yow  bcam^  reqtiucf 
gfeirt  ju^gmeat  ajMi  afipiicalni.  Tiie  Aportla'a 
iikrice  4e, ''  Study  HoAQW^ikyrndtrnpfm^ed  of  GM, 
9  workman  ih^  aeeitfeth  aol  to  be  aebamed^  rightly 
dividiag  ISbei/vani  of  toQlb,"-^tfae  fiisae,  flaiii^.word 
^  God.  <S  Tim.  ii.  15.)^  Let  yoinr  aerfldooa  abound 
w)th  re&itences  to  those  oracles  of  trath».aQd^  let 
the  eahe  of  those  i^w  who  keep  up  the  good  old 
enstoiiiof  carrying  bibles  to  church,  quote  chapter 
sAd  verse. 

MMm.''^I  aef diuvt CMitioa  you  against  tafcuig  this 
too  literally,  as  if  the  Apostle  ea(}oiiied  vrbat  sras 
absolutely  iineoaveiiieiit •  and  improper:  be  emly 
meaosy  that  yfe  diould  preach  tht  iroid  wlusievM 
W0  well  im\i  f&wQn  st those  tsmea  which  ace  HaUe.to 
more  objectioDs,  ^r  attended  with  grisater  ditf  eoN 
ties  aii4  dipcounagements,  than  eohuttmi.«-'*«-Ah  t 
if  w4  ask  the  world,  or  conffer  oaUy  with  flesh  ao4 
blood,  '^they  will  teli  jm  that  preachiag  ii  -  almost  ul^ 
swy^autof  s^asbn.  But  wie  have  la  better  rule  to 
goty.~Oo  the  Lord'^t^^y  these  is Dio'dbiiirt:  IhM 
preaching  )s  in  season :  the  timei  its&lf  4s  hoty ;  and 
the  .world  being  out  of  people V  ^ani/^,  we  tihy 
hope  it  is  out  of  their&sadlv  t6o  V«nd  that  the  ebn- 
Qetm  of  their  mmIs,  and  eternity  wili  be  •  better 
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Att  skoiitldrdi#(]#freil9«ke  tfae.beift.  pro*' 

if  fm  UM<VWB|KMit  r^i^ftrdoessv  hi  peepll^  to  heaiN  th» 
wofd;   wii€P  they  resort  ki4> great.  Q;iif[ibers  .to^z^he 

ta.baiwwt,o  aad'^fthey,Ae«^  1^139^  the 

kingdapii9fGk)42  tfaU»ifi«iag6IAsi]r>opport4inity4  and 
$hoiikibyji6im€8iii3«b^  Jefeslif^^iUdiiii^ed > lidti exhort 
jvu.tpJ^e  in«taotibm^^it*i$'i|in^wiilefto  betipiu 
T\amei&  Boniki^i^  sift,  ai^f^twf^p  the  sight  of  .a 
Ittrgio  com^nf$^;i»t\^pggikhmi  wilh  a  :sftrjipus  «ooeer» 
ypon^i  thi^iC0iifitiei)^nCM«Hia8.^^^  tlSey *  sbtald^  say, 
tvNovv>^Aii«i:«Kfov0t|nr^  ar^^  pre«aiit;»  before  God^ 
touhsM  aU'.thiQga  ^ioh^ai^f(K>B)jDpn4ed  .tfaee  of 
Gi>d.V-mI(4agr^  there  is^a^piK^n^'^  t^AundliBgiit 
thiS)  th|it  y»ij*  -wHirfef^vyottrselv^ft  <  coo^ll-atBedt^to 
pre^ilito  them*:'  ^  '  :  :-'-?'      '  ^^" 

B^t^  tben^  .we  ^fe  not  to  count  upm?  tW^oodti* 
ttus^ice  of  aueb  feamD«<>^  The  tide  may  <tuf  i>. ;  ~^pecf pla 
ao^dj^  gvou^j  w^ily ;  of  attendiog^  ^nd^fbi^ake  tketttP 
fli)mbliog<oCikbMfipehne%*togMher:  tba^  seats  iftay  he 
almastbreayptyy  wlicn-^ur ^beads' and  hearts'  are 
fuUeat. .  This  ia  0?  slroig  tesiptation  to*  gi^e  over 
preachijDg..  iBut  it^*3iieist  not  ^be' listened,  tol 
'' .Wherever  .t)»o  or  three  are  met  »tegetirer** -hr 
Cbfist'^eaMe,  he  hath  promised  to^be'wi^h^hem-^ 
y^a^  bedidiiat  tbidk  nduchot:  preaefaiYigto  a  single 
wanan;^^  aiid^^blUniilDtiiisteps.grQdge  their  attendance 
|k¥M^ii«i^:thMlr<ai6H«wy  ;<^  No;    pr^aeh'tUs 

iv.^H^djvbe  iQ$t|iii^Tmiieaa0br//aiidiout' of  season.  Ue^ 
eoinfi^itable)  ^  (ikr  m^  ^^m  noiv,  *i  t  w  rU  ^kdd  ? j^ftyoub 
FeA^{4oQS;b$i)^^ler,:46  be«Ue  Co«  adept ^  the^-woidd 
q{  'ih^tt  igfe»tmf  ^wA'  betl^jiof  ^preadiertf)  >$!  have 
RWIf^h^flgMemiSQiMftsm  like  gtdat  oongregHtibn: 


my  heart:  '1  hav^'d^tdM^^fayyfZiiAfMf^  thy 

sfiltatibir/*  •(P*altA»lr9:>  ^  >'  '  ^'^^  '•  ^^'  -'  '•  ' 
^  "  Reprdvi''*' .iffeal^is^'teTYdfedvoui^fc^ : il^nieiits  to 
^nHghten  and  convinde;  fw  iii^e!>*Wby  m^ftitaj^^xi' 
pression^  tbaflR^dt  and • 'perwiade.  '  B#  ready  -to  give 
to  every  triaii  a  refasoA'of  fhe  hopte'  that  fe  in*  you  ; 
but  donot*Affect*afy}dfeflutMimjs  Way  of  ^ireach- 
Jhg,  vrMfcb;"how*vferft  may  ^faplay  your  own 
fearnitig,  t^nds  Ihtlft  to  the  iiait^dfMifyiog'j 

**^i?i*tt#ir.-'^^This'  is  bhetrf  thfe  mdrt  d}*agre^rtfle 
parts  of  mTtiisterial  duty;  and  in  whk?h,»  thbugli'  it 
is  bbulid '  uy)on  uswithpeeuiiftf  solemnity,  We'^are 
^nerally  and  sadly  defhrtrive;  What  minister  tkri 
read'  without  biushitig,  Without 'tremWing,  that* 
awful  passage;  "Son  of  man,  I  hav^  ^et -thee  a 
watehnaraYi  Uitto  the  houste  of  IstmI  ;  therefore  thou 
ihah  bear  thbwt5rd  *  at  mSr  mouth,  iiii(}t*wdrn  theia 
from  me.  Wlifeii  1  say  uilto  the  wicked;  O ^kfted 
man,  thou  siiah  sureiy  die;  if  thou*  ^ost  Mt  spealc^ 
to  wait)  the  mcked  man  from  Mi  way,'tbat'WiGh^ 
man  shall  die  in  hi»  noi^nTty;^  i  but <his^  Blood' Wilt 
Irequire:  ails  thy 'hand! "'  ^EseUi  x^xrUii.  7;)^^0  my 
brethren* !  what  ire  vir  we  ^aH^  ito  anawir  ifer^^  tibw 
many  are  vth«)*e,f  in  «ieh  ilf  •biift  OM)gtregtlHd^s| 
going  on  in^  itbeir  iqicjutty  to>  ihts^  bbur  ^  nAfiw^rtfed; 
and  all  frDm  our.  cyifaiitial  ^cewawifctt t ' ^ ^/f^  'aref ^  afrtid 
tkiey  wiil  only  abuse!  us'ft^r  our  ^gOdd'inte»tfoi!M4''dvrd 
hate  us  ioroBrq^cioiknen  (aa'  they  4iM'it)i:^^  bad 
thereforb  bettdr  be  quiets  'ant}  aay  ilotfain^,  and  i^t 
every  ond  deaihe  pleiise.  So  Wis  argue,  ^an#^bo 
we  act  — thaugh  w;e  ^cannot?  but  kndW'thair  It  la 
highly  iii\ju8tifiaUn  and  absurd,'   10  TMtur«  upM 


Gtf  a  feUi^ir t.iMi»M  , If  ^Gfdk^  fA^»MA  to  Jbdbv  ''ow 
endeavoms,  bow  sooo  <»i^he{tu»oiimirMg»r  into 

l^bat  yebukethr  a^ .  Mun, .  jiOeBwted  9IMI  ^odrtiJOOGt; 
fiivour  tbao  he  th«(.  ^tttritli  with  bis  tragoa^." 
( Proy .  x^yiiL  98.)  Wbim  b^  oomed  .19  raflect^  th^ 
if.  it  h«£l  DPt  kwn  f»y^m  fHmtmM^f  cfaPMgb  pi|f« 
Iwv»  sbiuy»  r/&9r«cidE^  b#  q^M^iit  Jkaw^ooe  on  till  km 
had  perished  in  jbi0  kuquitj^  k^^l  b^tbe  fiff*  te 
tbwk  yoir*  Ou  iih(&4f4knotjG9^^ 
ig  re!W4^sd  «mmgb#     ;  .  i:  •    -^^  r    _  ' 

Let  me»il^fy  itddr^at  M  if  ^icpe^ted  that  |!)M^ 
^'  xepwvai  i^nke,  and.^qpWt  :w:itb  itU  Atu^^cojg&r* 
Mg  and  d0CtriJM/'-«-}t  i»  iK>t  «ApQgh  to  fy^^,  well,, 
butfebwe  leue^  hfi  a  MpitMRt  contifiuane^  i9  veil- 
(ilQiiig*/*  Tberif/tf  ia»  ''  J.9k^  beed^oio.t^jQi^U;  wrf 
uatotby  docMine;  ^mUfme  m  ihtmJi  for  d^jso 
dpi«g  -tb^ii  abylt  *botb .  aav^  tbyieil^  and  theoir  tiMt 
hearthaf''  (J.  Tim.i¥*  j.6)^  aBd^tbeprmiiMia^^'  Be 
4ioii^  fiiithf^i  U9^  de^thf  aftdr  I-viU  giw  thee  a 

I  make  110  apology  fM  the  /nedam'  of  tbia  ad-^ 
dreai,  t^ng^lo^gbt  ta.nudcemaiiy  ^tbei^^t^ 
of  it.  Ao^d^etf ;  ^fter  aUv  I  ^ap^  aahaWBd  that  ifti# 
Mi  defective^..  If  (  Wiar^to^bqein^^'%«i%  <^hfta 
are  'many  o«(9Hiseia»JHl4^cautif>o0  whiek  novr  I  thi^k 
I.  would  fiadf.  ,oc«.  nab^  »afwi»  J»r«*^**-^i^But  no  mat*- 
b^r-  ,¥o>a  'bane^tbet, 3ible  in  .your  bands^  opd  th^ 
Spirit  ifi  youf ;  liparta*  wJabich.  will  tea^  ywr  aU 
thii^tf  ^^^Vjsurtb^  Siptrit  oftrmiu  'WbQm  the  world 
i^naotr  jTdfreiva^.  j^bocavaeiit  i»e^  fiot,^  aeltbv 


j9aa,m^9^\fm^tk^f<mi'^  (Mar  tto^it#B)$no« 

yon  bi  fiffmwisg^'CkiT^idm  wiA^uMAil  :tiiimfi«er«l 

Ma^y.yP^^%^tf^^kive  ^6ft>ite  ttnta^f  «iid  your  work 

1iq)fiawatd.|^r#^-bieii9M^G^       May  ;fOttr<Kps  &ed 

auu9y5*ai4  :^uf.«)w^  gin*  weiglit  to  yovr  uiMrueM 

tiMsl  Ma|{.jroH<|i)e>|i|plfKipraiol!j^(kir'f^^       tfaithy 

anitiii^  i>«  rb^ipWK  9f  groWTfjoyl  And^  in.  tliiirt 

laialancboiy  dearcfr^f  QOltt^Mto^  i^Ule  ^lur  bsatlMMi 

in  tht  mmistry  ai«  iamentiqg  that  they  labour  in 

Tain,    and  speMl  their  strength  for  nought ;    may 

you  have  many  to  be  your  joy  and  your  erown ! 

May  the   pkasoie  of  the   Lord  proeper  in  jour 

hanila ;  9^nA  Ms  word  in  yottr  mouths  be  quick  and 

powerful !  May  the  good«wHl  of  Him  that  dwelt  in 

the  bush  animate  and  sweeten  all   your  labours  I 

May  yon  ha^e  flourishing  souls,  and  iourisbing 

eburches ;    and  ^God  nigb-  tmto  ynn  in  all  things 

tlMt  you  ^all  upon  kirn  for  !  ''  The  Lord  biess  you 

attd  keep  you :    the  Lord  make  his  face  to  shine 

upon  you,  and  be  gracious  unto  you :    the  Lord 

lift  up  the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  you,  and 

give  you  praoe  :    the  Lord   bless  you  out  of  Zion, 

diatyott  may  see.  the  good  of  jwusakm  all  your 

days !!'    Asd  if  yott  shtould  live  to  see  the  time 

wbcn  the  Lofd  wiU  build  np  Zion,  and  appear  in 

hoe  glory;    may  you  then  honotirOod  by  your 

fopwardneas  and  zeal,    and  niay  God  honour  you 

withlsignaUuccessl  May   the  names  of  Stoat  and 

Sjll'drb^  be  distinguished  in    the  annals  of   the 

ehureh^  for  piety  sttd  usefulness ;   and,  when  you 

rest  f com  your  labours^  may  your  works  follow  you, 

and.^ur  names  lie  r^e^haed  4-t^  still  more  distin- 
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guished  honours  by  applaOfding  angels  and  an  ap* 
proving  Gt>d  1  And,  when  the  business  of  the  gene- 
ral judgment  is  over^  and  every  onie  takes  his  seat 
according  to  his  sentencep  if  you  do  not  ikit  im- 
mediately on  the  right  hand  of  Christ,  or  on  his 
left,  in  his  kingdom ;  'may  you  rank  high,  and  fill 
an  elevated  station,  i<i  thSt  ti!>ofkf;  where  *<  they 
that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the 
firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteous- 
ness as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever  !^ 


.1 
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^^■^■^••Mata 


1  Cob.  xvi.  23.  . 
The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you. 

The  season  is  now  returned  that  calls  many  of 
you  to  sea  again,  and  I  have  devoted  this  afternoon 
to  taking  leave.  It  is  natural  for  your  friends,  when 
you  are  going  abroad,  to  say,  ^  /  wish  you  well.** 
by  which,  in  general,  nothing  more  is  meant  than 
wishing  you  feir  winds,  short  voyages,  good 
health,  a  brisk  market,  large  remittances,  and  a 
safe  return.*  All  this  I  wish  you,  as  much  as  any 
of  them :  but  I  think  I  wish  you  something  better 
than  all  this,  when  1  shake  you  by  the  hand  and 
s^y,  ^'  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
you." 

But  it  is  not  the  sea  that   carries  away  all  our 

friends:  there  are  others  whom  we  highly .  esteem 
who  propose  to  leave  us  soon  by  land:  and  I  would 
take  this  opportunity  to  take  leave  of  them  too. 
And  if  I  were  to  do  it  in  common  language,  it 
would  be,  ^Ood  bless  ye' — that  is^  in  the  world's 
dictionary,     ^May  you    have  a  safe  and   pleasant 

*  Bideford^s  bdng  a  sea-port,  will  account  for  several  allasioDS 
to  sea-faring  terms  in  this  aod  some  other  sermons. 
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journey;  may  you  find  all  at  fabm^  well  and 
happy;  may  the  world  continue  to  smile  upon 
you  ;  and  may  you  have  good  health  to  enjpy  it/ 
— Ko  one  wishes  you  worldly  prosperity  more 
cordially,  as  far  as  it  would  do  you  good :  but  I 
believe  you  will  accept  it  as  a  token  of  truer  friend-^ 
ship  and  affection,  if 'at  parting'  I  only  say,  "  The 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you/* ' 
Here  you  wish  me  to  tell  you, 

I.  What  is  mean%  by  the  grace  of  Christ;    and 
on  what  accounts  it  is  so  desirable ; 

II.  How  it  appears  to  be  better  than  any  thing 
else  that  coald  be  wished  you.  ,  ^/ 

Let  as  consider  then,  * 

L  What  is  meant  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord  JesQsj 

Christ^ 

I* 

**  It  hath  pleased  the  fetber  that  in  hiiii  9fadulci 
all  fulness  dwell  /'  and  ^^  be  hath  given  htm  tcf-^ 
heiMi  over  all  things  to  the  churchy  which  ts^  his 
body  /'  .and  ''  of  his  fulness  h^ve  all  we  received 
and  grace  for  grace/'  Whatev^  we  wstnt  for  the 
beginning  or  the  carrying  on  of  the  divine  life  in  our 
souls,  comiethdowa  from  above,  from  tb^  Bather 
of  lights^  through  the  hands  of  his  beloved  Son, 
whom  be  hath  appointed  his  ftlmomer, .  the  ditoti^ 
buter  of  hisgifto  among  the  children  of  meir.  th^ 
"  grace  of  Christ,"  iheteforer comprehends  eonVelti 
i<^  grace ;  sanctifying  grace ;  strengtbraing,  qliicV 
ening,  coifkferting  grace  ;r-^it  is,  in  short,  theBatnb 
as  wishing  that  God  would  ^  bless  you  witti  tM  spli; 
ritual  bte^ings  in  heavimty  places  in  Christ  Jesus.^ 
If  you  have  no<  this  grace,  it  signified  nothing  what 
other  things  you  have ;  arid  if  you  haVe  ihaty  it 
matters  little  what  other  things  you  want: 


'Y0O  ariS)  frtty  it  is  m  dtsififcle.  I  aMWer,. .  Yoif 
caA  neitibef  lire  nor  di^  coQ^tably  or  safely  with# 
out  it;  but morje  parti ouJariy,  '     . 

1.  You  want  it  to  deliver  yon  from  the  condemn 
natioia  of  hell. 

You  were  by  nature  childrea  of  wrath^  ereo  as 
otbeis  ;  and  are  every  day  as  luai^ctocs  under  the 
sentenee  of  death;  and  ifyou  aae  .cut  off  in  that 
condition,  you  are  undone  for  erer*.  It  is  a  mmder 
how  ycMi  ca«i  venture  to  aca  in  sttch  a  state*^  Supn 
pose  a  storm  sbouM  rite;  or  suppMe  you. .should 
sprii^  a  leakt  so  ^at  your  lives,  be  in  danger ; 
what  horrors  must  you  be  tbrQurn  into,  to  thiak 
^  Perhaps  the ne^tgwt  of  wind'willdaab  the  veasei 
oponthe  rockS)  and  blow  me^  iotp  eternity!  Per4 
haps  the  next  wave  may  swallow  ua  aU  up,,  aad 
sink  me  deeper  than  the  bottom  of.  the.  oceafi,-»^t 
n^y  sink  me  into  the  bottotnless.|[Htl'"-^Do  yo«.  not 
skuddar  at,  tbe  thoughts  of  it?  WeU,  nothing  but 
the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  can  deliver  you« 
He  is^ ,  *\  the  way^  and  tho  truth,  and  the  life ;'' 
neither  is  rthere.  salvation  in  any  other.  You  may 
be  hafii^  Itithout  so  much  money  10  your  pocket, 
OP  8UQhgp^d«olotbcB  oa.yaur  back,  as  some  .other  of 
yotjr  ac^aintance  have  4  but  yon  caxmott  be  happf^ 
imdi  ooa  w»oald  .think,  yott  would  not.  be  ais^.a 
noMKnenti  without  the  gra^  of  Christ:  for.  he  ,  thai 
h«th  fiottbeSooi  hath  not  lifev-  but.  the  wrath  of 
God  abideth  om  him/'  Whethfer  you  are  at  sea  or 
ashon^i,.  iayoW' cabins  or  upon:,  deck,  the  curse  of 
Ood  foUawayoiu^  like  your  shadow,  wherever  you 
§04  and.youare  in  hourly  dang:er  of  bein^  diowned 
m  perditiom  But  ^^  these  is  no  eondemnatiea  to 
them  thatiaw  in  Cbrist  Jeaus/'    I£  he  have  made 


tv 


!»eace,l^yrtel)lpodof  Ms  crpipr^.if  hif  «^rji^  h$^ 
wrought  a,  saving,  change  in  yOur  benirt.  Md  Ptp\fV#^ 
if  he  l\aye  brought  God  to.  love  ^ojJU.^Bd  C^.h^^' 
was  the  greater  difficulty,  of  the  twp)    if  be,  hnyg. 
brought  ypu  to  loye   God,  and  tliere  be,*  mutp^^ 
and  <:ordial  reconciliation  :    then  ..you  way  go  any 
whei;^,  and  fear  nothing ;    then  no  danger  will  .tei>v 
rityyou  ;  your  heart  will  be  fixed^  trusting  in.  Gp^.^ 
and  when  your  graceless  companionf   are  tremUiog/ 
at  the  raging  tempest,  and  ready  to  sink  into,  di*^ 
traction  and  despair,   you  will  po^seas  your  soul^  iq^. 
patience,. and  sing,  with  the  Psalmist^  'VGod  iaoqr 
refuge  and  strength,,  a  very  present.help  ia  .trouble;, 
therefore  will  we  not  fear,  though  the  earth  be  n^- 
inoved^  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried,  iif^a; 
the  midst  of  the  sea :  though  the  waters. thereof  rpnf  ^ 
and  be  troubled,   though  the  mountains  shake  wiU). 
the  swelling  thereof/'  (Psalm  xlvi.  1.)  , 

S.  You  need  it    for  the  pardon  of^  jpilt  diaij; 
sins. 

And  daily  sins  I  suppose  you  will  all  have,  which 
call  for  daily  pardon.     One .  Apostle . saith^    ^S|n 
many  things  we  offend  air'  (James  iii.  S) :  aiid  ap-- 
other,  ^\  If  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin^  we  deceivdt; 
ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us*"   (1  Jpjbn  i^  8w)  < 
It  should  seem  there   were  some  in   the  Apostl^i'l 
days,  and  for  aught  I  know  there  may  he  soqi^k 
in  our  own  time,  that  boast  of  a  sinless,  perfection., 
in  this  life:    but   u hoever  they,  are  that  wak^  t^Uit 
boast,  we  are  here  taught  what  to  think,  of;  t^emTrr*-/ 
namely,  that  they  deceive  themselves,  and  tl^t;i^i^ 
truth  is  not  in  them.    '^  Who  can  under9^nd . hip^i 
errors!"  say^  David  (Psalm  xix.  la  :)/-**  Wih9  i?aB;, 
say,  I  bave.inade  my  heart  clean,  I  afp^pyre  intko 


» 

sinf^  isW^dlAWio  (PS-oi/ik,  9.)  Let  tbe  best  of 
you  Idoir  back  on'your  past  We,  and  though  (through 
rt^tfafning  gmcey  you  have  escapefl  the  grosfier  poi- 
IdtioQs  which  are  tn  the  worl4  through  lust,  yej:  you 
\Hli  see  many  blemiahes  and  defects;  and  if  you 
look  into  your  hearts,  there  you  will  see  still  greater 
catfse  for  grief  and  humiliatiop— such  motions  of 
prfde/ uhbelief,  anger,  envy/ worldl^^^mipdedaess/ 
aA'd  the  like..  I  ft eed  n<)t' hesitate  to  say,  that,  be 
.as  earefui  and  circumspect  as  you  will  while  you 
are  abrcrad,  ^ycfd  vj^iH  every  day  coptract  fresh 
gulft;  not'mejlefly^iii 'yoor  diyersioqs,  but  in  your 
very  devotiofif8^•by.yoilr  earelea*,  oold,  and  hypp^ 
critical  mahnef^of  periFormirig  them,  i  hope  ypT> 
uriH  nevef  \>e  able  to  sleep  quietfy  Under  th« 
burtheii  of  iany  obe  sin  unforgiveft — at  leasts  ^n-. 
cdnrfl^ssed  and  uhlamented ; — and  theti  you  will  se^ 
th^  need  yoa  hare  of  tbe  gracti  of  pur  Lord  Jei^us 
ObH^t,  ^forvprtjduring  taierdy  t<i  pardon;  and;  gracis 
to.help  in  timeof  need^    .  > 

'9.  For'stibciaiii^ youroorrtiptioiia. 
,  Wh^  else  tloth  the  Apo9tl«  cry  out  so  piteoutly, 
*»  O  wwftcb*d  nan  thft  1  ttnl  w1k>  shall  deliver 
flfe  Y*  (Rditt.  vii.  1t4L)'  If  you  commune  with  your 
oWii  hearts  as  often  and  as  seriouiily  as  you  ough^ 
I  need  not  tell  you  how  strong  the  power  of  iB» 
dwetlfngisiii  is,  everi  where,  through  grace,  it  halk 
iMsenin-part'SttfaidQed.:  you  must  see  and  feel  itt* 
y6«V,  soffow,*-Yon  are  .now  going  abroad,  where 
yoo  wlU  be  mote  exposed  to  tkidptation  than  yott 
•<*«  |K>me  ;  aid  yo6  will  be  out  of  sight  of  those 
sAose'-presenei*,  perhaps,  is  now  some  restraint 
iilion  you.  You  may- be  tempted  to  drink  /  you 
nwf  «e  tempted  to  awear.-^I  tteihble  to  <hiijc  wlMt 
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journey;  may  you  find  all  at  home  well  and 
happy;  may  the  world  continue  to  smile  upon 
you  ;  and  may  yon  have  good  health  to  enjpy  it/ 
— No  one  wishes  you  worldly  prosperity  more 
cordially,  as  far  as  it  would  do  you  good :  bi^t  I 
believe  you  wTll  accept  it  as  a  token  of  truer  friend-* 
ship  and  affection,  if 'at  parting-  I  only  say,  **  The 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you/* ' 
Here  you  wish  me  to  tell  you, 

I.  What  is  raeanl  by  the  grace  of  Christ;  and 
on  what  accounts  it  is  so  desirable ; 

II.  How  it  appears  to  be  better  than  any  thing 
else  that  conld  be  wished  you.  ,    ! 

Let  OS  consider  then-,  ^  '         "  ^ 

L  What  is  meant  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord  /esai^ 
Christ^ 

**  It  hath  pleased  the  ibtber  that  in  hitai  sboiild 
all  fulness  dwell :"  and  ^^  be  hath  given  him  Uf-^ 
heiui  over  all  things  to  the  churchy  which  is  fats 
body ;"  nod  '^  of  his  fulness  have  all  we  received 
and  grace  for  grace,"  Wbatever  we  want  for  the 
begianing  or  the  carry ing  on  of  the  divine  life  in  our 
souls,  cocaeth  down  from  above,  from  ibA  Bather 
of  lights^  through  the  hands  of  his  beloved  Son, 
whom  be  hatii  appointed  hiir  almoner,  the  dittri^ 
buter  of  his  gifts  among  the  children  d  meir.  thi 
"  grace  of  Christ,'*  therefarey^comprehends  convert- 
ing grace ;  sanctifying  grace ;  strengtli^iing,  Quickr| 
ening,  confifbrting  grace  ;.-^it  is,  in  short,  thesam^ 
as  wii^hing  that  God  would  ^  bless  yoU  wltb  aH  sp^{ 
ritual  blessings  io  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus.*^ 
If  you  have  no/  this  grace,  it  signifieii  riothuig  what 
other  things  you  have ;  and  if  you  have  Ihatj'  it 
matters  little  what  other  things  you  want. 


Yi^o  a»fc)  ffhy  it  is  w  dtsiiiible*  1  apdwer».  Yoi| 
cad  Mifbet  live  nor  di^  comfortably  or  safely  witb# 
out  it;  butmone  paitioulariyy  . 

I.  You  want  it  to  deliver  yoo  from  tfa^s  coadeoi^ 
nation  of  hell.  ,. 

You  were  by  nature  children  of  irratb,  evep  as 
others  ;  and  are  every  day  as  male&qtocs  under  the 
sentence  of  death;  and  if  you  aie  .cub  off  id  that 
condition,  you  are  undo6t»  for  erer*  It  is  a  wonder 
how  yofucani  venture  toi  sea  in  such  a  state* »  Sup** 
pose  a  storm  sbouM  riia;  or  suppote  you.. should 
spring  a  leak»  so  that  your  lives. .be  in  danger; 
what  horrors  must  you  be  thvQwvs  iittD,  to  think 
^  Perhaps  thetiesctgiustof  wind 'will  dash  the  veasei 
Qpon^he  rockS)  and  blow  me.  iotp  eternity!  Vet* 
baps  the  next  wave  may  swallow  us  aU  up,,  aad 
sink  me  deeper  than  the  bottom  of.  the.  oGeaa)->^t 
may  sink  me  into  the  bottomless  .pit;  L'--#- Do  you  not 
skwddtr  at«  the  tboufflits  of  it  ?  Weil,  nothing  but 
the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  can  deliver  you. 
He  isf ,  ^\  the  way^  and  tbi  truth,  and  the  life ;'" 
neither  is  rthere.  salvation  in  any  other. .  You  may 
bp  haiipy.it ithout  so  much  money  in. your  pocket, 
or  such  good ^olotbes  oa.your  back,  as  sofne  ,oth^  of 
jfOUr  ftci^ainitance  have;  but  yon  cannot  be  happ^ 
&luL  oofa  would,  think,  yoit  would  not  be  aisy,  a 
auHoent,  without. the  gnif»  of  Christ:  for.  he; thai 
hath  pot tb» SoPi  hath  not  lifi%^  Jbi^t  .the  .wrath  of 
G^d  abidetb.  on  him/'  Wbethier  you.  are  at  sea  or 
ashov^.  in yoiiir. cabins  or  upon  .  deck,  the  curse  of 
God.  foUawaiyoiu,  like  your  shadow,  whereyar  you 
§o^  and.yottiare  in  hourly  danger  of  being  dcowned 
in  perdition.  But  ^^  these  is  no  condemnatioa  to 
them  thaliaM  in  Christ  Jeaus/'    I£;he  have  made 
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journey ;  may  you  find  all  at  borne  wetl  aifd 
happy;  may  the  world  continue  to  smile  upon 
you  ;  and  may  you  have  good  health  to  enjpy  it.' 
— No  one  wishes  you  worldly  prosperity  more 
cordially,  as  far  as  it  would  do  you  good :  but  I 
believe  you  will  accept  it  as  a  token  of  truer  friead- 
ship  and  affection,  if 'at  parting- 1  only  say,  "The 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you.'* " 
Here  you  wish  me  to  tell  you, 

I.  What  is  meant  by  the  grabe  of  Christ;  and 
on  what  accounts  it  is  so  desirable  ,* 

II.  How  itappears  to  be  belter  than  any  thing 
else  that  could  bewishedyou. . 

Let  OS  consider  then-, 

\.  What  is  meant  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord  iesas 
Christ,  .  '  , 

"  It  hath  pleased  the  fttther  that  in  him  sboulil 
all  fulness  dwell :"  and  "  be  hatfa  given  htm  i^-% 
faeltd  over  alt  things  to  the  church,  which  is'  fats 
body  ;"  and  "  of  his  Ailoess  hare  all  we  tecareA 
aod  grace  for  grace."  Wbatevtf  we  want  for  the 
beginning  or  thecarryingonof  the  4tvine  lifbinoiir 
souls,  cotneth  down  from  above,  from  tbA  Bather 
of  lights,  through  the  hands  of  his  beloved  Son, 
whom  he  hath  appointed  his  ^moner,  the  distd' 
buter  of  his  grfts  amcmg  the  children  di  uteir.  tb^ 
"  ffrace  of  Christ."  thefefore.<:o«BDrehend8  eonvierti 


ca«  Mifber  live  nor  di^  cpvlbrtably  or  safely  witli# 
out  it;  but  more  paiticuJarlyy 

1.  You  want  it  to  deliver  yoo  from  tfa^  coadem^ 
natioQ  of  helL 

Yoo  were  by  nature  children  of  wrathy  even  at 

others  ;  and  are  every  day  as  malefinctocs  under  tbe 

senteaae  of  death;  and  if  you  aie  <ut  off  id   that 

condition,  you  are  undone  for  erer.     It  is  a  wonder 

how  you  cani  venture  to  sea  in  such  a  state*.   Sup** 

pose  a  storm  sbouM  rite;  or  suppiaae  you*. should 

sprii^  a  le^kt    so  ^^^  your  lives  .be  in  danger; 

vrhat  horrors  muat  you  be  tbrqwa*  into,  to  thiiA 

^  Perhaps  the  next  gmt  of  wiad'willdash  the  vessel 

upon  the  rocksi  and  blow  me>  iaUif  eterotty!   iW^ 

liaps  the  next  wave  may  swallow  ub  all  up,,  and 

sink  me  deeper,  than  the  bottom  of.  the.  oceaa,-»^i« 

may  9ink  me  into  the  bottomless  pit  L'-^Do  you  not 

orkudder  at.  the  tbougt|ts  of  it?  WeU,   nothing  but 

the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  can  deliver  you. 

Rb  iw ,  ^^  tbe  wsy^  and  the  truth,    and   the  life  " 

uaitber  is  (there,  salvation  in   any  other.     You  may 

bfs  haupy  .yrithout  so  much  mouey  in. your  pocket, 

or  fiuehgqiodfOlotbcB  on.  your  back,  as  some  ,otber  of 

J^iHir  ae^aintanoB  have ;  but  yon  caiuujNt  be  happ^ 

^isd'  OOB  would  .tbink  you  would  not  be  aisy,  a 

°**>nten^  without  the  graias  of  Christ:  for  he \  thai 

^^tii.^ottbu^^Soni  hath  not  lifi»^  but.  the  wrath  of 

2*^^  ^ideth  on  him.*'      Whethter  you  are  at  sea  or 

^^?^^  iliyMur;  cabins  or  upon,  deck,  the  curse  of 

!l*^  ^JJci^'^^yau,  like  your  shadow,  wherever  you 

^.'  #1^1^.  jnott  une  iu  bourly  danger  of  being  diowned 

^p^tiotr*     But   ^^  thene  is  no  eondemnatiea  to 

#  ^u»/ an  Qbngt  Jesus/'    If  he  have  made 


« 

tfcliool  of  affliction  i  but  foil  thay  go  there  wirif 
f^Bt&y  and  Dot  karn  any  thifi^  to  pu^o^e,  vkA^ 
Christ  be  your  teacher. — This,  then,  is'anoth^ 
Teason  why  1  wish,  that,  whenever  you  go  aWroaSJ 
*<hc  gface  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  may  be  wltll 

you.  •       '        '  ■  J      .       .:! 

'  ^6.  It  is  the  only  thing  that  can  support  and  con!* 
-fort  you  in  a  dying  hour.  ^ 

'  And  an  awful  hour  you  will  find  that  to  be,  wIfeA 
Stcomes^  though  it  may 'be  difficult  to  tnAe  fot 
think  80  now.  Indeed,  the  truth  is,  you  seldom 
think  of  it  at'all:  the  business  or'the  gaieties^f  Mb 
HO  engage  and  engross'  your  attention,  tha^  'Hffe 
^lobttay,  •  and  *  (as  you  suppose)  rfistan/,- sceries  ^ef 
death  are  almost  forgotten.  But  i^  yout  \^oiild  K^ 
low  yourself  to  think  of  it  seriously  even  ndW,  ft 
ihust  Strike  you  tvith  some  awe:  To  chitilge  Worftft 
*r^to  go  from  places  and  persons  'that  at^  ehdtia«M 
f)y  long  acquaintance,  and  to  go  where  yoik  tnio^ 
nobody;  and  to  fix  there  fdr  ever,  whether  yo4 
like  it  or  hot,  whether  it  be  a  state  of  the  most  ptifL 
feet  joy  or  complete  wretchedness;*— to  kridw^  ttttk 
tn^hdn  you  are  once  entered  either  into  beaveiil  or 
hell,  yott  shall  go  no  more  out  for  e ver  r^'— Citi  yM 
think  of  it  at  al/,  and  especialty  can  y6u  think  of  itlk 
neatj  Without  a  sei^ous  concern  upon  yoo^r^miilda, 
wid  wishing  that  you  may  die  the  death  of  the  figlf- 
tteous  i  Buit  methinks  I  would  Mn  ham^  yoa  tK^4o 
%timething  more  than  ui^h  it,  before  you  go  ttf  iMii-^ 
1  do  not  aim  at  aUrming  you  with  ivaedless,  gfottiA- 
1^88  fears ;  butthere  can  be  noittipropriet^f^o'ttajis- 
fttig,  thai  a  sea-filling  If fo  is  a  ¥e»y  haezaBNloWMiii; 
that  y«u  toe  ' «  in  d<«ith6  oft.**  T***'  tta«'3toir 
tohnd,   there   id  ^mielj  ^  meitk^l  mif^mif^ 
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<ship«.  lost— »But  it  ift  possible  . foe  a  sailoc  to  te 

drowned  without  a  shipwreck.      You  cao  re^plleot 

many  instances,  where  one  man  hath  been  washed 

'9verboafd»  and  the  rest  preserved.      You  .may.  be 

that  one !    And  are  you  prepared  for  such  a  sudden 

sunnaoons?    Could  yo«,  at  so  short  a  warning,  i^be 

willing    to    appear    before   the    judgment^seat  ;Qf 

Christ,  and  take  your  trial  for  eternity.? -^-«-*  I  ^U 

you  again,  you  may  not  all  live  to  .come.lM^iiie 

9giam  i   and  therefore  it  is  that  I  so  earnestly  wisii 

4ttd  pray,  that  the  grace  of  oyr  Lord  Jeaus  CbriAt 

may  fbe  .with  you :    for  then  die  loAen  you  vf^ilU  or 

die  w/$ere  you  will,  or  (as  to  external  circutnatfsiHraQ) 

die  Aotc^.you  will^  Christ  will  take  care  that  your 

deatb^ shall  be  safe  and. happy :.  and  if  I  pouldiattf^n^ 

jFouat  that  awful  hour,  I  should  find  you  claspiitf 

•about  Jesus,  and  singing,    ^^  Yea,  though  I  ivalk 

thcongh  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  deaths  I.  Witt 

jfear  no  evil:    for  thou  art  With  .me..  .  .  ..My  Aesh 

MVkdwy  heart  faileth ;  but  God  Ts  the  stredgfchiof 
my  heart,  and  .my  portion^for  ever/'    .  '    .  ..  ! 

-  IL  I  shall  consider  how  it  appears  that  tbegmc* 
infxNv  Lord.Jesua  Christ  Js  better  thaiy  any  tiriog 
that'oould  be  wished  youc  .  ^    i 

And;^e  my  business  lies  principally  WitiltH^ 
patents  rand  friends  of  those  who  are  going  abroad.-^ 
You  are  now  busy  looking  up  their  things,  Mad 
^^i<^;  ^^^a^^  ' Besore  you  do  not  fcH^t  to  4alM 
tfaJSy  and.  do  notifoiget  to  take  that  :*  but  if  you  loved 
ihem  as  yott' ought,  this  would  lie  most  up<m  ycAtf 
.hearti,  and  this  would  be  your  moat  frequenet  and 
Mliema  chaige  to  them.;  VMy  dear  child,  my  dear 
hmtber»  my.  dear,  firiandi  J3e  jiure  you  oa^iy  die* 


i 
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itWis!  aad  yM»t;b»tf  vsr-^U  whicb  tb^  gtndrfli^yr^ 
'lielicildM  aboHtf  ^  iW^iyp?*  tok#,  care./tMit  tJi»jr?  be 
';fttiriiighra4imitb japyfipienoy  of  |;t|e«e  ^thin^,  ff^  ^« 
!e«ii|y<:-yoii«h6rve  dQn&yyattri;p«rt^.ail>  tbat  rcoo^ijbls 
#K|Kc|ed<if  yoa.  >  And  ify  so«e  ti«fie  henpe,.  ytoy 
101^01^4  b^  told  ibat  the  iressel  Wfist  kfrpt  u89  ioug'^t 
4«iif  by  bad  weatber^  ^haA  tME  piM^visions/w^re  ^tt 
l^peat}  or  t^at  tbey  w^te  wFfcli^  oi^  ^baie  tiarnia 
«Mst»  <wh€(re  notbiag'Was  (ckbehud;:  bow^^ifpdUl 
'{four  hearts  blMd  at  the  mdaBoholy  .itale»  .:awl  bour 
fMis8ioiiate}y  viiould^you  cry,  '  Ob !'  i£^.I  eonld  but 
jb^ar  that  they  had  necessaries,  barely  nee^ssarMtt, 
were  they  never  so  coarse  and  seacity,  t  shontd^  be 
Mtfafied  IV        ;  .       .   y^ 

A  diatres&iof  that  kind  you  can  l^^seilsiUy 
enouyht  And  yet,  though  their  souls  are^  inift^ 
finitely greliter  danger;  though  you  see 4tl»em  hi 
tN^  fall  of.  ( fayKtterniess  and  in  the  bonda  of  imquky.-; 
iiaUe  ifwerjr  :QlonBtent  to  be  cut  off  in  their  sane,  a6# 
to  periah  in  everlasting  buxniags ;  yet  who  concert 
ilbWMttkre*  about  {that?— *  though  (oomparativeiy. 
i^wkiogj  I't  19  the. only  thing  you  should  be  «eoai- 
fiesie^  about  I  You  think  it  vnecessary  to  lay-^ia  u 
tt(M^(0f  .proyi«oil8>  clothes,  and  cordials,  and  wiA^ 
hkt.l^iigs^  &r  thebody :  but  is  k  not- ten  tkoutand 
ttnMSiAQie.oeQessaiy  to  pravide  aometlMAg  fer 
tbttr  jpoei[  deatitttte  muIs  ?  Is  it  not  necessary  tfaeK 
aoate oire.rabottUlbe  taken  tosec'ure  theoi  fresn  the 
^isBBevoCitheiaw^  ftott  the  bondage  4>f  siO)  fjcMn^the 


•tbe'ildiiiefl  tif 'beUK  'Irtt  not  necMsorry  Vhaf-ili^f 
should  love  God,  and  that  God  should  love  AMi ; 
aad  that  they  should  be  made 'fit  fof^dotnc^umota 
#}tii  bifii  in  hib  ordinances  below,  and »ft^'the  *ea* 
joymettt  of  hfim in  his  kingdom  above?  :  - 

These,  these  are  the  grand  neeessaries,  wbieh  yott 
•Sbc^uld  be  principally  solicitous  to  provMe  ftMr 
them:  and  if  these  things  were  at  yomr  owti  tHs* 
)>osal,  I  presume  you  would  not  let  one  of  tbiew 
^  to  sea  without  them.  But,  however,  shonkl  not 
you  do  what  yon  can  to  procure  these  blessings *A^ 
them  ?  Should  not  you  be  earnest  wi  (A  tile  God^^pf 
«U  grace,  in  secret  prayer,  ibr  them :  aad  enfdeclMW 
lO'ooQTince  thecn  of  thi^ir  need  of  these  thiogisy^Mid 
4be  value  bf  them';  and  stirr  them  «rp  to  pray  ^ 
.th^mselvM?  '  '^    '^    ^ 

•  9.'  In  point  of  usefulness.  ♦         ...     *  :  . '/ 

Nothing  that  you  can  give  them*  will  do  th^ftl  §4 
much  good.  •  Some  things  may  be  highly  service- 
able to  one,  which  are  of  no  use  at  all  to  anolhen 
sind  sene  things  may  be  useful  at  sea,  which  enitfl^ 
{\;iranted  ashore ;  but  the  grace  of  out  Lord  ^^eMis 
^Christ  is  useful  to  ali  pe)*sbns  and  at  'aU'trmesr  1 
(tnfow  it  must  lie  wrrh  great  weight  upMi^jloNlA' 
Tininds;  when  you  think  how  full  tbe  Wtxi^^te*  Iff 
ihsrres  and  temptations ;  a  nd^  dee  how  many*'y^iMfte 
4ire'drftiirn  asnde,  and  bring  guilt ''and  shMfe,'dniii 
ofttii  'tuin  on  them^elires,  and  all  who  beIoi¥g'  t^ 
•faem^^you  wish  that  yours  may  torn'  oui  betMK^ 
tfiatuthef  may  be  **'tiompanions  of  ihett.  »ha«^>fcit 
fiSi4>d/^  «tid  *'  ofthem^that  keep  bnpP&tef^\V  \ti^ 
^ttEB^mnyiememher  what  ytfu^i^tfly  Mugtit'  diem; 
mM  .^Bake:  itfathiitr  Idhief  ^end-to  gtotkfy:  God 
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»^njoy  him  foi*evef/     And  if  the  grace  of  our  l/oi^ 

Je»us  Christ 'be*  with,  them,-  they  -mV/do  so.     Th^ 

they  will  '^retnember  their  Creator  in  the  days  of 

Ifeeir  youth/*  and  flee  youthful  lusts.     Then  tbe»|r 

Atill  be^fiober^minded,  «nd  heavenly^minded:  they 

vrill  abstai  n:  from  bad  *  company ,:  bad  ^*  bouses^   bad 

:boui^)  and   all  ^appearance  of  ^evil;  and  .will  take 

'diligent  h^ed^  unto  their  ways,  accordingi  td  Godts 

word.     Then,  as  children,   they  will  be  dutiful  aod 

;BifeCtio»^te  ;•  as  apprentioes  and  servants,  they  will 

:be  faithful  and  diligent ;  as  masters,  they  will  be  juA 

and  kind  :— in  short,  they  wtllf;'^adaruXhe  doctrine 

of'God  their  Saviour  in  all. things/'— *i^^nd  if  tkey 

Ahu%     behave    well,,    these  is     no    foap    ^vf- -Ibeir 

ibeing  well  provided  for.     And  this  will  be  Mioth^ 

Jburthcq  oS  your  miiids.     It  has  many  times  madus 

your  hearts  ache,  to  think,  if  you  should  -be  tak^n 

away    before  your  children  arc  grown    up,   what 

'Would i)ecoH^^f  them:  and  many  a  wakeful  hour 

have  you  had  on  their  account,  contriving  for  theii 

future  maintetiance.     But  the  shortest  and  sureal 

way. is,  to  get  them i interested  in  the  grace  of  our 

Lord  Jesus   Christ;  for  then   (if  I   may  so  speak) 

their  fortunes  are  made  at  once.     Then,  come  whttt 

will,  they  ace  sure  of  a  competency;  for  they  wiB 

then  be  within  the  reach  of  these  promises :  ^'  For 

the  Lofd  God  is  a  sun  and  shield ;  the  Lord  wiH 

give  grace. and  glory :  no  good  thing  will  he  with» 

jioidfltKn  themlbat  walk  uprightly'"  (Ps.  Ixzxin 

ll);'^^'Tbe  Lord  is   my   shepherd;  I  shall   not 

;want  b  •  • '.  Thou  preparest  a  table  before  me  in  tbt 

preaemre  of  mine  enemies:  thou  aoioin  test  my  head 

with  oil;  my  cup  runneth  over.    Surely  goodnesi 

aoii  o^eicy  shall  follow  me  ail  the  days  of  asy  Itfia^ 
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irftd  t  shall  d^veH^iD  Ifhe  house  of  the  Lord  for  everM 
(*P«.  xxiii.  li  5,^) ;— •'  Seek  ye  first  tb^  kin^oia  df 
Ood,-  And  his  righteousness;  and  all  'these  things 
Sbtfll  be  added  onto  you'*  (Matt,  ru  39.)  'Bsp^ 
daily,  if  r  wem  to  add  the*  infinitely  better  and 
ti5blef  provision  that  is' made  for  them  in  the  prei» 
mis^s  of  sptritual  and  beairenly  blessi  Dgs,  you  must 
be  cotiTinoed  that  the -first  thing  y6u  should  do,  and 
tile  best' thing  ybir  can  do,  for  those  you  are  con& 
tjerned  for,  is,  to  pray  tbat  the  graee  of  oor  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  may  be  with  theau  ;  ^ 

3.  In  pointof^ecurity^!  !.;  '  » 

if  yoowere  to  cbake  never  so  large  provision'.for 
them,  not  merely  for  the  present  voyage,  but  fot 
their  fnttrre  settlement  iti  life ;  if  you  were  to  assure 
them,  that,  if  you  died,  before  they  came  home 
Again,  you  should  leave  them  a  handsome  fortune  t 
you*  may  inimd  as  you  say,  and  yet  they  may  be 
Httie  the  better  for  it.  It  was  an  old  and  wise  cau«* 
tion;  ^^  Trust  not  in  uncertain  riches  "  though  few 
have  wisdom  enough  to  profit  by  it.  Job  flattered 
himself  that  he  should  '^  die  in  his  uest,'^  and  should 
never  see  adversity ;  and  David  thought  his  moui>« 
taiti  stood  so  strong  that  it  could  never  be  moved : 
and  you  may  think  so  too ;  and  fancy,  that  what 
you  leave  or  give  your  children  is  so  well  secured 
that  nothing  can  deprive  them  of  it.  But,  (so 
••  vain  are  all  things  here  below")  by  some  unex* 
pect*d  turn  of  Providence,  it  may  happen,  that  not 
i>nly  they  may  never  have  what  yoq  intended  tcfc 
them,  but  you  yourselves  may  live  to  want  it.  So 
ihat,  isay,  if  your  wishes  for  them  terminate  only 
tti  the  world,  and  the  things  of  the  world,  God  can 
easily  write  *^  canity**  upon  them,  and  you  and  tl^y 
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will  probably  be  disappointed.  But  if  you  wish 
them  the 'grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  is  a 
^<  good  part,  whi6b  shall  nerdr  be  takeo  from 
them/'  There  you  may  tell  them  of  treasures  and 
pleasures,  joys  and  glories,  crowns  and  kingdoms, 
which  shall  last  for  ever.  ^^  GodTs  gifts  and  callings 
are  without  repentance:/ Vjshere  once  he  sets  his 
love,  he  never  takes  it  away  again.  If  he  love  in 
prosperity,  he  will  love  m  adversity ;  if  he  love  in 
youth,  he  will  love  in  old  age ;  if  he  love  in  life,  he 
will  love  in  death  ;  and,  which  is  best  of  all,  'whom 
he  loves  in  time,  he  will  love  to  eternity. 
.  Now  then,  my  friends,  go»  when*  you  will;. our 
^est  wishes  attend  you.  Not  as  the  world  wisbetb, 
wish  we  unt^  you.  Indeed,  we  wish  you  health ; 
jwe  wish  you  success  in  all  your  lawful  undertak- 
ings;* and,  if  it  so  please  Him  in  whose  hand  fire 
your  times  and  oursy  we  c^wld  wish  to  see  your 
faces  again  in  the  flesh :  but,  be$ide$  all  this,  and 
nbove.M  this.  Brethren,  our  hearts'  desire,  and  mo$( 
earnest  prayer  to  God  is.  That  the  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  may  be  with  you  all,  and  always  with 
you.    Amen. 
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SERMON  XXI. 

PREACHED  AT  BIDEPORD  oif  A  FASTrDAV, 

VJE9&OA9.Y28,  1794. 


O  Earthy !  JSiarlh  !    Earth/    hear  the  word  ^ , 

the  Lard. 

'  M^'HAT,  theB  !  are  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
d^ad  Of  deaf?  As  if  they  were  more  stupid  thaa 
t^e  ground  they  trod  on,  the  blessed  God,  wearied 
out, by  their  provoking  inattention  to  his  repeated 
calls,  turns  from  them,  and  addresses  himsdf  to  the 
Earth,  as  if  that  would  hear  him,  when  they  would 
not.' — '*  God  hath  spoken  once,  twice  have  I  hear4 
this,^  That  power  belongetb  unto  God."  Awful  and 
angry  have  been  the  messages  that  we  have  lately 
received  from  him;  and  some  specimens  he  hath 
given  of  what  he  can  do,  when  his  wrath  i^  kindled 
but  a  little :  what,  then,  would  become  of  us,  if  he 
should  be  provoked  to  stir  up  ail  his  wrath  ? 

This  is  now  the  second  time  we  have  been  called 
together  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
troubles,  to  endeavour,  by  the  united  humiliation 
and  prayer  of  the  whole  nation,  to  avert  the  divine 
displeasure,  and  procure  9  blessing  on  our  councils 
and  undertakings.  The  event  has  shewn,  that  oijr 
purposes  of  reformation,  and  prayers  for  peace,  the 
lirs^  tiine,  were  bpt))  ine^ectual.      Pisappointment 
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follows  disappointaient ;  and  bloody  war  dtill  rages 
with  unremitted,  or  rather  with  increasing,  violeiide. 
Perhaps,  since  the  wars  of  the  Jews  of  old, '  th^ 
kath  not  been  so  much  blood  spilt  in  so  few  month's^ 
as  hatb  been  sinee  t<ie  beginning  'of  the'Sistu?- 
bances  in  France.  That  nattdn  hath-  been  for  ^ges 
the  bitter  persecutors  of  God's  people;  particUlaiiy 
in  that  horrid  massacre,  above  two  hundred  years 
ago,  when  upwards  of  seventy  thousand  protestanis 
were  murdered,  with  circumstances  of  peculiar  tr^S- 
chery  and  cruelty,  mostly  in  one  nigbt. '  May 
not  St,  John  be  supposed  to*  refer  to  this  among 
other  things,  when  he  says,  "  And  whenr  h^  hMl 
opened  the  fifth  seal,  I  saw  under  the  altar  the  souls 
of  them  that  were  slain  for  the  word  of  God,  and 
for  the  testimony  which  they  held^  and'  they'-cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  saying,  How  long,  O  Lord,  h&fy 
and  true,  dost  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  ouf  bllood 
on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?*"  (Rev.  vi.  9.)  At 
least,  may  we  not  consider  it  as  a  visible  and  strik- 
ing proof  of  the  trUth  of  that  declaration,  in  the 
second  Commandment,  that  God  sometimes  visits 
the  *'  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  dhildren,  unt6 
the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hatfe 
bim?*^ — But  besides  the  inhuman  niurder  of  <lte 
protestantsin  their  own  country,  they  have,^y  thefe 
restless  ambition,  been  the  cause  of  ihost  "6f  the 
wars  that  have  ravaged  Europe  fora  cenrufy  pfMi 
and  now  Providence  seems'  to  be  reckoning  #{tll 
them  for  the  whole.  They  delighted  in  bloody'  and 
God  is  giving  them  blood  to  drink.  Though  tbe 
quantity  already  spilt  ia  astonishing,  ^fb^fr4hi«st*4ft 
still  insatiable.  The  numbers  that  haivta  felleh'bjf 
the  hand  of  the  executioner  within  theto  imt  t^o 


&er4.  91 .]         A  Fasi-Dfl^  ^€ru»d».  967 

years  exoeedd  all  ^^mlte^  And,  in  the*  nex4  ^?<^v' 
when  tbe  whole  comes  to  be  koown,  wiU  exceed  ajl 
befief.^^How  far  this  eaoguttiary,  ferocious,  l>rutat 
itapoaitidn,  may  reader r  them  fit  instmimefits  to  W  ^ 
iUployed  by  Provideace  as  a  scourge  to  suFroiiod- 
iog  nations,:  i(is«ot  for  us  to^ay,  though  it. makee 
one  shudder  to  MmA« 

..  H^wev^r,  the  design  ^f  this  disco^irse  is  to  call 
off  your  attention  from  second  causes,  to  tfaat  word  * 
of  the  Lord;  by  which  the  worW  was  at  first  spoken 
into  being,  4ind  by  which  all  tbe  iuhabitauts  bikI 
OGCtirrences  cf  the  world  are  ruled,  and  (9i;er'-ruled, 
to  subserve- the  purposes  of  his  own  glory. -^^^  O 
Earth !  £arth !  Earthl  bear  the  word  of  the 
Lord/*  i. 

Tb^e* words  have  a  peculisr  solemnity  in  theni; 
and  seem;  to  imply, 

;    I,  That  mankind  in  general  are  careless. and   in- 
^tenti  ve  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

How  often  do  we  hear  God  complaiaing  of  the 
Jewal  *^My  people  would  not  hearken  to  my 
voiice^  and  Israel  would  none  of  me ....  I  spak^ 
unto  thee  in  thy  pirosperifty,  and  thou  saidst,  1 
will  not.  bear."  And  again:  ^'  As  for  the  word 
vhicb  thou  hast  spoken  to  us  in  tbe  name  of  the 
Lord»,  wei  will  not  hearken,. uuto  thee. "^*— -What 
perv^rseness*  and  impiety!  They  not  only  diduot^ 
biu  they  tiwWcIiK>thestr.-«* Would  to  God  this  were 
not!  the  picture  oil  our  ovfn  times  1 

I  will  ifeot  now  insist  on  the  little  success  of  the 
word  />reaciie</ —  though  it  be  a  manifest  and  me^* 
iancboly  trulh:  for  where  is  the  minisiec  that  doth 
tot  .complain, /^  Who  hath  beliej^ed  our  report  ? ''-:<$ 
f^*WQ«r».4UnyiM09adQr9  'fof   Ghrifit,   ast  though  God 


fi^^d,  Be  ye  reconciled  tQ  Oo4^'\  ^^Jffin^^ 
plainly,  that  the  way  you  ar^  in  If «4#  4p)7^  ^  J^ 
cbambj^rs  of  eternal  denth;  ^  »d  that  tpf  wm^jffilf^'^ 
harboui;  in  ypur  bosom«  will  er^  )oq,i(  bitf  liki%||. 
serpent,  andating  like  an  adder^  But;ypU  likei  i^ 
the  message9  we  bring;  and.eith^^aQeQt.  Apt  t^ 
hear  us,  or  put  us  off  witb^  *'  (Jo  <;hy  w^ty  fpr.  tbiai. 
time,  and  when  we  have  a  more  Qoovaaient.  sefi||U^« 

we  will  send  for  thee." >What  voice,  fajuik  U^e.yoii^. 

of  Godt  can  reach  and  rouse  those  tjbat  .ar^,^tA^M. 
obstinately  deaf  —deaf  only  to  those  .auJ:^e<s^  Ihiik 
best  deserve  your  attention?     If  Satan  caU%   jiff^. 
are  all  ear:  if  the.  world  but  whisper  a  tQmptetioQ». 
you  can  catch  the  fgipt^st  sound  ;   but  if  a.ipioi^r 
p— yea,  if  all  the  ministers  in  tbeworld^  sl^pQ^d /call; 
upon  you  to  forsake  such  a  sin,  whichtyoalqv^;  m. 
to  set  up  such  a  duty,  which  you  dislike,;  yQu...ivcfL. 
presently  deaf  as  an  adder ;    and  we  latfMir  ia.xaiiit 
and  spend  our  breath  for  nought.         . .,,  ,. 

But  this  is  not  what  I  principally  Intended  .t^. 
take  notice  of;  it  is,  the  voice  of  God.  ia  il^s.^  JiV^p^ 
idence^  that  is  so  little  attended  to.  We  b^f^r . . tjJMi. ; 
voice  pf  war  from  abroad ;  we  bear  (h^t  0fieSi;^£>tl|9^. 
uqemployed  and  almost  starving  poor*  at  hQViei;ofni<, 
)ieard  the  wide-spreading  whispers  of  disooivli||it|  |#t» 
W€^  hear  not  the  vpiceof  the  Lord. •  .Wo-.fMlrH>l^> 
smart  of  the  rod,  but  we  bear  not  the  jkaaoq^  it  ^/n^i 
gent  to  teach  u8.-»4n  some,  this  ip  pwicig.|a.,M^ivt. 
pot  thinking  ata)l;  and  in  others,  to  tb^k  tlMoiuif* 
wrong,  .  M  I,,  .   :,'!■.  .\ 

There  are  many  who  ^^  care  foi:  iMfiit^  f^  jtwi> 
things."    Let  the  world  go  how  it  will,  wh»|^^jt« 

them/    Tbeir  f^rni  w4  tbeir  m«cli|iiMtee;fpg^««l 


,   V  -J  ' 


sii^ff.)'     Ami:b6§Tis^eiA^.  m 


HInAi,  — Tdo  ii0t  mesgp  *t!h'at  every  private  persoa 
iftoiira  W  a'^poUtician,yand  uhcjerstand  the  history' 
alffPtfeinVej^st'of  all   the  fiat fons  of  Europe ;  but 


ety  thing 

wnac  dangers  hid  Cogntry  is  .exposed  to,  nor/exert 
faiht^^lf  t()  pt^vedt  or  remove  them.     Can  sdch  ari 
ohis  W'th'^nltfdl  ^s  he  ought  fbrnational  mercies,  br^ 
htioiblra'a^  b^  ought  for  national  sins  and  national 
ciTattilti^fif?  '  '  ''  ^ 

.    Btrt  tlieM  ite  others  equally   inatten^iVe  'to  the  • 
#brd  df  the  Lord,  but  from  quite;  diffei'ent  prlnel* 
pISs;  'They  take  notice  oif  evety  event,   and  are' 
«1&ti8ua%,  unnecessarily,  pethaji*  unjustifiably,  eager 
fat*  fJeWs.    They  triticisd  every  article  they  read 
or  hear;  pass  their  censures  freely  on  persons  and 
proceedings :  *  Su(A  a  thihg  was  wrong';  such  an 
ciepedftton'  #&8  ill  planned,   or  ill  executed  :   the 
nation  will  be  ruined,  if  such  a  thfftg  be  not  done: 
¥*»  shall  "bis.  undone,  if  such 'an  one  be  not  em.' 
ptoyed  ;n-ft,i^ettlng  all   the  VhiTe,  that  the  Lord' 
O**  OBHlif)6te»trfeTgnctH';'tliat!it  is  he  who  raheth ' 
u^'tonie?,-*»id  ^Dulleth*  tlt)Wn '  another :  that  it  is  he 
V|j<*' "  nWketh -pearyy,'  dndcreateth'evii;i"  that  af- 
fitetfonj  ipr?ngf  not'  out  of  ttt^ dust,  nor  troui)les.  rise" 
o%l'^-the  gHoiind  ;'1jnr  that  tKey  'all  come  and  go  at 
God's  oi-der  and  disposal,     They  will  not  be  perl 
«fliaM  HlaPVfctories  or 'defeats'  are  'tfie  effects  o^  a 
dWiteitfte*pbsrtl6n  ;  andlaugTi  at''the'n<itiop  of  sin's' 
b«lfl|^.'tft^  ^MM«  of  puWic  di^grdce  and  danger,  be- 
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cai4«e  t^y  faopy.tbey^.can  ett^ily  m^  fally  nfttaou^n 
fpr  it  aiL04;tier  w^iy*  So  it  is  said  of  the  p}^giMr4)f 
locurtSf*^— tj^at/  f^Q  .€a«^  wiad  brought  tbem^  aqd.  a 
v^  wind  carried  tbeiB  pwqy  ;'-^aod  yet,  PbanoJi^ 
^y  desiring  Moaes  to. intercede  for  their*  removal^ 
confessed  it  to  be.  as  much  the  effect  of  Godfs  jxk^ 
ment  upon  .Egypt  as  any  of  the  otheri  plagufts.  .  Unt 
^hen  God»  as  it  were»  conceals  himself  behind  bi« 
own  instruments,  or  hides  his  hand  in  bis  b^sopn, 
and  clouds  and  darkness  arc  round  about  him,  w^ 
are  apt  to  forget  the  great  Governor  of  the  wprMg 
who  directs  and  regulates  all  the. secret  springs  ;  i^4 
to  ascribe  all  the  glory  of  success,  and  throw  allth^ 
blan^e  of  a  disappointment,  on  second  causes;; on 
those  whom  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  thought  proper 
to  employ  as  his  instruments,  to  accomplish  the^cle* 
signs  of  his  wrath  and  mercy.  ^ 

I  This,  therefore,  is  the  first  thing  implied  in  tb0 
expression  of  the  t^xt,  '^  O  Earth !  j&arth  !  Earth  X 
^ear  the  word  of  the  Lord" — as  if  he  had  said,  V.Hoji^ 
shall  I  make  these  thoughtless  creatures  attef)d^|«r-» 
They  are  so  stupid  that  they  canuQty  or  SQ.petyqotI 
that  they  will  not,  hear  what  ]  say^' 
.,  IL  It  implies  also  the  importance  of  the  m^taoay^ 
Its  being  three  times  repeated  gives  w^igbt-.tli 
what  follows,  and  disposes  the  heai'ers  to  receire^iV 
with  reverence  and  submis&ion-r-^^  .0  Earth!,  J&^rtbJ 
5artb  "—When, the  Lord  speaks,  '  let  the  wbcde 
world  be  silent  and. attentive:*  *'  He  tb^t  t^tb*  ^« 
ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  ,w(ito,  tb^ 
cburcheai:"  "  Unto  ypjj,  P  men  !  be  callpi;  aqd  Juil 
voice  is.  to  the  sons  of  men/'  And  infii)ife|y.  im^ 
portant  is  the  m^sage  he  delivers :  bis  word  deter- 
mines our  duty  and.  felicity,    Tbq  sume  measengpr 
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ftatbrrngsirt  <id4ngy  from  tb^-faririy'k)r^*life 
brii^  ««  aisb*  itfte%eiio^  fr6m  hea^i^-^fiiti^i^n^ 
ki&liHely  more  lApOTtfidt  tbVin  thkt  witb'whicii  i^ 
9^  so  much  ilfltelited.--iOf  late  we  have  had  tnJftty 
fipowfiitog  messages,  many '  hitmbiirig  Mbukbs ^ ' '  lilhiiy 
bnd  calls  and  solemri  warnings :  and  what  H  blslaiii 
|uage  in  all  this  ?  what  ii  "  th^  word  6f  the  LtJhl"* 
which  tho$e  awful  prorideuces  have  been  for  i^ome 
tlUie  thundering  tn  our  ears  ?  You  may  find  it  iti 
Leviticus  (xxvi. '3*— 38):  "  If  ye  v«^alk  in  my  stiatutfes; 
aisd  keep  my  commandments,  and  dothetn;  then  f 
wi'H  giv^you  rain  in  due  season,  and  the  land  shaH 
yield  hef  inctease,  and  the  trees  of  the  field  shall 
yteld"  their  fruit  .  ^  .  .  and  I  will  give  peace  in  the 
land ;  and  fe  shall  lie  down,  and  none  shall  makiet 
yod  afraid  .  :  .  .  neither  shall  the  sword  go  tbrough 
your  land :  and  ye  shall  chase  yooT  enemies,  anti 
tbefy  shall  fdll  before  you  by  the  sword  .  .  .  •  I  Will 
w«flk  among  you,  and  will  be  your  God,  and  ye' 
shall  be  my  people  •  .  .  .  But  if  ye  will  not  hearken 
fmto  me^  and  will  not  do  aH  these  commandnlents  t 
imd  if  ye  dhall  despise  my  statutes,  or  If  your  soot 
abbor  niy  judgments,  s6  that  ye  will  not  do  aflt  my 
commaifidments,  but  that  ye  break  my  ooVenamfr  I 
also  Will  do  this  unt6  yAu=;  I  will  eten  appotrtt  oter 
y6uf  tetfot,  donsumption,  and  the  burning  ague.  ,  i'  * 
iafridH'^illsetmyface  against  you,  and  ye*  sb&ll  be 
slain  beibre^  yoUr  enemies :  'they  that  lidtyfon  EThali 
H4fgrt»bvfepyo\i  ;  *nd  ye  shall  flee' whfeh  hone  '{i&r^ 
^etb  yttUi"  And  if  yef  'will^hbt  y^t  fbr  aB  this 
Ufefitrk^n  4mb  m^ ;  then  t .  w}H  punish  yon  sevak ' 
riMieslnot^  fbr  your  sins:  and  I  WiU'tr^ak  ihe^  pfidia 
of  your  power  *  *  •.  and  I  wtH*  fcring  *'  ftWbfd  • 
ifpott  yotf,  tfcwr  shall  ^avenge .  the  quawel  Of^floly 
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CoireiiaQt:  and,  wbeb  ye  .ate  gatfa^fed  tog^dier 
within  your  citiesi,  I  will  aead  the  pestilence  aoiong 
you ;  and  ye  dliall  be  delivered  into  the  band  .of  the 
enemy  .  »  .  •  and  I  will  scatter  you  among  the 
heathen^  and  .  will  draw  out  a  sword  after  you ; 
and  your  land  shall  be  desolate,  and  your  cities 
waste  ....  and  ye  shall  perish  among  the  heathen, 
and  the  land  of  your  enemies  shall  eat  you  up/' — 
•'  Thussaith  the  Lord/'— What  a  dreadful  "  word" 
is  that!  It  is  enough  to  make  the  ears  of  every  one 
that  heareth  it  to  tingle* — But  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you  that  the  Lord  did  not  stop  here;  he  said  some- 
thing mqre  than  what  I  have  just  now .  repeated. 
Thus  he  went  on  (ver.  40) ;  *^  If  they  shall  eonfesa 
their  iniquities,  and  the  iniquity  of  their  fathers, 
with  the  trespass  which  they  trespassed  against  me ; 
and  that  they  also  have  walked  contrary  to  me ;  and 
that  I  also  have  walked  contrary  to  them,  and  have 
brought  them  into  the  land  of  th^ir  enemieis:  i£ 
then  their  uneircumcised  hearts  be  humbled,  and 
they  then  accept  of  the  punishment  pf  their  iniquity ; 
then  will  I  [remember  my  covenant  with  Jacob,  and 
also  my  covenant  with  Isaac,  and  also  my  coveoanl 
with  Abraham  will  I  remember;  and  i  will  re* 
member  the  land  .  .  «  •  and  I  wrll  not  cast  them 
away,  neithctr  will  I  abhor  them>  to  destroy  them 
utterly,  and  to  break  my  covenant  with  th^;  for 
I  am  the  Lord  their  God.'' 

This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord:  and  surely  it 
nearly  eoncc^a  us  to  hear  it,  and  seriously  attejid 
to  it ;  for  sooner  shall  heaven  and  earth  pass  away^ 
than  one  jot  or  tittle  of  this  word  fall  tp  tbe  ground 
unfulfilled* 

III»  It  carries  with  it  an  earnestness  and  impor- 
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♦unity,  as  W  their  not  hearing  the  word  of  tlic  Lor4 
might  foe  attended  mih  the  utmost  di^nger, 

"  O  Earth !  Earth !  Earth  !  heat  the  woirdof  th^ 
Lorc^— ♦  The  time  of  your  visitation  is  almost  over; 
the  Ibitlgs  which  belong  to  your  peace  Wilt  be  Moii 
hid  froTtt  ^our  eyes.  If  this  learning,  Hke  all  the 
Ibrmer,  be  slighted ;  and  you  again  turn  a  deaf  eat 
to  hi^  Counsels  and  reproof^;  you  , shall  no  inore 
keat  Ihs  word^  but  you  shall yi?e/  his  hand:  and  if 
l^^er  judgments  will  not  do,  he  will  multiply  hta 
strokes  :  and  whereas  before  he  whipt  you  with  tods^ 
he  will  soon  chastise  you  with  scorpions:  to  **  fight- 
ings without/*  he  will  add  •<  fears  within;"  aud 
bring  upon  you  poverty,  pestilence,  and  desolation, 
a)(  at  once/ — He  may  make  us  "  an  hisrsingandff 
by- word-/'  so  that  all  that  see  it  may  shake  their 
heads,  and  say,  **  lio,  these  are  the  men  that  mdda 
pot  Gdd  their  trust/  Weary  of  expecting  fruit  from 
barren  souls,  he  may  cut  us  down  as  cumberers  of 
tbe  ground;  and  cut  us  off  from  being  a  people; 
and  our  name  shall  be  no  more  had  in  remembrance 
among  the  nations. 

If  God  had  spoken  such  terrible  things  only  once^ 
one  would  have  thought  it  should  have  throwrt  the 
whole  world  into  agonies  of  grief  and  consternatioil 
' — at  least,  those  fo  whom  these  words  were  more 
immediately  addressed  ; — and  we  never  could  have 
believed  it  possible  that  God  should  repeat  those 
awful  words  a  second  and  a  third  time,  and  his 
stupid  creatures  take  no  notice  of  it.  But,  alas! 
the  event  has  shown  it  to  be  both  possible  and  com- 
mon. The  shaking  of  the  earth,  [nay,  the  ruins  gf 
a  dissolving  world,  would  leave  such  sinners  as  it 
found  them-^amazed,   perh^s,  and  terrified;  but 


flCtill  tincbatiged ;  with  tbe  same  vicious  incKttatlbni' 
as  ever.  The  d6luge  in  the  time  of  "Noah  wag^  the* 
mc^st  extensive  and  destructive  judgment  God  had 
ever  brought  upon  mankind  ;  and  yet  it  did  nM  rev 
form  alt  6f  the  very  few  that  outlived  it:  so  tlftt# 
those  sins  were  quickly  revived  in  the  new  workl,^ 
wliii!h  had  so  lately  proved  the  ruin  of  the  old.  Tber 
Israelites  were  pulled  up  by  the  roots,  as  it  were; 
from  the  land  of  their  fathers ;  carried  in  chains-  to 
Babylon,  and  there  made  to  labour  ^o  hatrd  as  r^n* 
d^red  the  Egyptian  bondage  comparatively  light  and 
inconsiderable  :  and,  yet,  this  very  people,  wfcetf 
they  were  delivered  in  so  miraculous  a  manner  thdifl 
they  could  scarcely  believe  their  own  happiness-*^ 
yet,  this  very  people,  by  their  practice,  so<>n  de^ 
glared  that  they  had  only  left  their  chains  in  Baby-^ 
Ion,  but  had  brought  away  all  their  former  yititsi 
for  wfii^h  God  had  caused  their  land  to  mourn. *^ 
Would  to  God  we  had  no  later  instances  of  this  kind 
to  produce  !  Would  to  God  there  were  not  a  tiatioti^ 
this  day  to  befpqnd  upop' earth  too  nearly  res6niti«'^ 
ling  this  highly-favoured  and  rebellious  people!— 
Alas  that  this  nation  should  be  our  own/  ^' We 
have  heard  with  our  ears,  $ind.our  fathers  faatVe  toM! 
us,  what  works  God  did  iin  their  days'*— *But  wd 
seed  not  go  so  far  back  for  proofs  of  what  desolation 
he  can  bring  upon  a  land,  for.  the  wickedness  of  t^eiH 
that  dwell  therein.-  If  our  hearts  were  not  wa^^d 
gross,  and  our  ears  dull  of  hearing,  we  migilt  httVe 
heard  many  r|Bbdkes  of  Providence  calKng  to  bs,*^ 
•O  BrngFand'!  England!  England  !  hear  the  w6rd 

6f  the  Lordt* — But  we  have  not  hearkened- ^Nkrt 

heafkened  7^^This  doth  not  half  express  our  Wiclred- 
peM,*    ^e  Jiave  revolted  more  and  more. .  So  ftr 
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Uov£k  f^rwhrng  our  Aiu?^  we ^  have  increased  theip.-rr, 
I mli.DOt  attempt  to  enumerate  tb^m  :  their  nmnn^ 
Ifer;  bsifiles  {Cpmput^tion,  and  their  foulness  shocks 
th^  memory*  Indeed  there  U  uo  need  to  meotioa 
Um^ ;  ibr ;  .o^r.  ialquities  fire  not  only  marked  before, 
tJ^»Lprd,  but  thf^y  are  every  where  so  public,  anji 
QQ.aibomi^diQgt  thf)t,all  the  woxld  must  see  tbem^-^ 
The  luxury  of  the  great,^  an^  the  profanenece  of  the^ 
Yj^lgar,  .were  n^ver  more  flagrant. 
.  ,.J(}ithf  rtQ,  indeed,  God  hath  corrected  us  in  mea«^ 
4Ufe;  and  in  the  n^idsi  of  judgment  hath  remember* 
^d  9^rcy:  bMt  he  will  have  all  the  world  to  know^ 
tj^at  with  Him  is  terrible  majesty.  If  what  we  hav^ 
airf!P<^  .fejit  Jbe  not  sufficient  to  make  us  sfensible  of 
it,,  he.fKa/i  s^t  the.  whole  frame  of  nature  i^ains^  us :. 
k^  c^  ,pake  the  heavens  as  brass,  and  the  earth  ai| 
^1^ :  h(s.  caj)^  mak^  the  air  infectious,  and  the  sea 
tfiDQj^st^oujf,  and  all  the  elements  ministers  of  ven^ 
g^fi^ef.  .  He  can  deliver  us  over  to  the  bauds  of  ouf 
9f>e^iies,  whose  tender  mercies  are  cruelty;  an() 
^f^ily  disperse  that  fleet  which  is  our  glory  and  de- 
fence:. .  He  o^^y  be  provoked,  by  our  contempt  of 
thA  Gospel,,  and  ungrateful  forgetfulness  of  former 
Mifercies:.  he  may  make  us  bow  down,  that  our 
prpud.jEUiid  blpod-thirsty  enemies  may  go  ovqtus; 
as  he  brought  the  Chaldeans  of  pld  to  punish  his  owii 
Il^ijyp^Q,  when  by  their  sins  they  had  brought  thi^ 
fj^^uljs^n thence  upon  themselves.;  *'^  You  only  have 
Xjiupvfn  qf  all  the  £amiiie^  of  the  earth;  therfifore 
will. I  planish  you  for  ypuriniquitipfl."  .     ^  ^^ 

PUb^r^o  we  have  been  as  Qldeox^A  fi^Q^—^pai<fi^ 
^eAed  with  ^he  dew  of  heaven,  )ji'hUe  all  9i;oMUfl  .^^ 
hath  .b§ep  parched  and  withered.  Tfi£t/  hs|Y^e  b^je^ 
s^eicing  aU  tfee  ravages  of  ww— the^r  hoi^^s  plijB^, 


der«d,  their  cbttrches  conv^tted  into  mcigwiiife^  or 
faesfi-tah,  and  aU  their  sobstanoe  too  little. to  satisfjf 
tfbe  d^mandB  of  ragia^  extortion  ;-^whiie  i^e  bafve 
mtqoiet  and  safe. under  oi(r  own  vines  aii4  uBdor 
our  own  fig-trees/  and  enjoyed  most  of  the  blesaiB§i 
ef  peace,  amidst  the  frightful  din  of  war.  But  ^om 
thitigs  at^  come  to  suich  a  crisis,  that  we  OMiat  either 
destroy  this  rod  of  Gbd's  aiig^r,  or  be  ourseWea  de« 
fitrdyad  by  it. — It  makes  one  shudder,  to  think  iSi 
tile  horrors  and  devastations  that  would  be  the  uaa* 
voidable  consequence  of  their  bringing  the  war  hone 
-to  ouf  own  country ! — for  wherever  those  devourere 
come,  like  the  plague  of  locusts,  though  it  were  ^9 
the  garden  of  Eden  before  them,  bW  behind  them  wil 
be  as  a  desolate  wjlderness.  And,  yqt,  even  this 
we  may  provoke  the  Almighty  to  permit,  as  a  jwt 
j^nishment  for  our  ingratitude  and  rebeHioA::<Mid 
this  happy  spot ;  this  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  boele; 
this  garden^  which  the  Lord  hath  planted  and  wateiied 
with  ao^  much  tenderness  and  care ;  this  land  of  Kght 
and  liberty ;  this  land  of  ouf  nativity,  endeared  to  «s 
by  every  qoosideration  that  can  make  a  country  dear 
*to  a. free  Qnd  favoured  people — I  say,  this happysfipt 
may  becx>itie  an  Ateldama^  a  field  of  blood ;  o<r  a 
Gvtg^ika^  'a  plaoe«  of  skulls  !— In  a  word,  be  ttiay 
deKver  us,  undf  the  kitig  he  hath  set  over  n%  lAto 
the.harld  of  astiraiege.nation:  ai)d  because  wis  b^e*, 
.iMrt  served' the 'Lard  our  God  with  joyfulness  «iid 
gladness  of  hefert,;in  theabundance  of  all  things,  J|e 
piay  okakifi^t  OS  aefvi^'oafenfffiiesv who  b^  «halI$$Qd 
>flgaS*5rTis,-irT'^h?ung:eTaftd  thirst,  and  in  nakedDefts, 
artd  M«  *^beiWantrofall^  things;  and  p«t  a  yojce  of 
.  iron  laporf  1  wt  pcteh^y  >uiltil  he  b^tb  utterly  de- 
stroyed us  ^t       *'      .    .       •  f  :  •  /  \ 


'  I  fcave  'ftow  fjlitHflilly  set  befoi^  y^ia  yoar  sin,  you* 
"ddr^r,  and  your  duty.  You  wonder  and  cbm^ahi 
thaf  the  irat  h^th  been  hitherto  so  unsuccessful :  yoa 
Btere  sefe  the  cabse  of  it.  You  are  eag^arly  waiting 
'tftfd  W^lshin^  for  peace:  you  now  see  the  way  to 
"fmarteh  it.  Cease  to  do  evil,  and  leara  to  do  well, 
ttnd  youj*  prospects  will  soon  brighten.  Do  you  put 
away  youtsins,  and  God- will  jay  aside  his  rod.*^ 
Y<iu  ttlay  think  that '  it  signifies  nothing  what  such 
an  inconsiderable  number  as  we  do;'  but  you  aire 
mistaken.  Do  you  not  remember  what  Godsaidvin 
answer^  to  Abraham's  intercession  for  Sodom  ?  *'  I 
will  not  destroy  it  for  ten's  sake/'  (Gen.  xviii.  29.-) 
Do  you  not  remember  what  Christ  said  to  the  angel 
of  the  church  in  Sardis  }  ^  Thou  hast  a  few.  names 
'epreB  in  Sardis  who  have  not  defiled  their  ganments  ; 
mad  they  shall  walk  with  me  in  white:  for4:hey  are 

i!^6rthy/'  (Rev.  iii,4.) Whether  you  shall  live  to 

^^see  the  end  of  this  uncommon  shaking  of  the  nations; 
and  to  see  the  *^  Desire  of  all  nations"  come,  and 
the  Jews  called  home,  and  the  fulness  of  the  Gen- 
'tries  brought  in,  and  universal  peace  procbimed, 
aod  the  latter-day  glory  begin :  this  is  more  than  I 
can  pTMiise ;  but  it  seems  highly  probabk  that  some 
of  the  younger  ones  among  us  may  at  least  see  the 
df$mn  o^th^t  blessed  day. — But,  be  that  as  it  may, 
this  I  may  venture  to  assure  you,  that  if  you  are 
srncere  and  serious  in  tlie  work  of  the  day,  your 
labour  shall  not  be  invaiif  in  the  Lord.  ^^  Wash 
'  ye,  make  ye  clean,  put  away  the  evi)of  your  doing^/^ 
und  never  more  return  to  folly ;  a^d  then,  depend 
upon  it,  whatever  becomes  of  your  country,  it  shall 
go  well  with  you.—-'*  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him, 
Qo  through  the  midst  of  the  city,  through  the  midst      ^ 
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of  Jerusalem,  and  set  a  mark  upon  the  foreheads  of 
the  men  that  sigb^  and  that  cry,  for  all  the  abomina- 
tions  that  be  done  in  the  midst  thereof.  And  to  the 
others .  he  said,  in  my  hearing,  Go  ye  after  him 
through  the  city,  and  smite:  let  not  your  eye  spare, 
neither  have  ye  pity :  slay  utterly  old  and  young, 
both  maids,  and  little  children,  and  women ;  but 
come  not  near  any  man  npon  whom  is  the  mark/' 
(Ezek.  ix.  4.)— Therefore, ''  O  Earth !  flarth !  Earth! 
hear  the  word  of  the  Lord/' 
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'I. 


Isaiah  xl.  31- 
They  shall  run  and  not  be  weary. 

Courage  !  my  fellow-travellers.  Did  I  not  tell 
you,  that  the  way  of  the  Lord  was  strength  to  the 
upright  ?  and  now  you  find  it  so.  The  further  you 
advance,  the  better  it  is  :  difficulties  vanish,  or  you 
no  longer  mind  them.  The  last  Sabbath  j^ou  knew 
not  how  to  be  thankful  enough  to  the  only  wise 
God'  our  Saviour,  who  had  directed  and  enabled 
you  to  choose  the  way  of  truth,  and  who  had  en<- 
gaged  to  keep  you  from  falling ;  and  you  thought, 
that  if  the  Lord  would  but  be  pleased  to  do  that, 
if  he  would  only  support  you,  so  that  you  might  be 
able  to  walk  on  steadily  and  securely,  though  it 
were  never  so  slowly,  you  should  have  nothing  more 
to  ask.  But  here,  as  in  a  thousand  other  instances, 
he  prevents  you  with  the  blessings  of  his  goodness: 
you  only  prayed  for  strength  to  walk^  and  here  he 
promises  that  you  shall  run  without  tiring. 

In  our  way  through  ^the  wilderness  we  are  often 
called  to  endure  t  ials^  that  require  the  utmost  ex- 
ertion— and  all  lit  tie  enough.  We  feel  ourselves 
feeble  and  faint;  and,  with  a  peevishness  bordering 
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upon  despair,  cry/'*  Who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things  ?^^— Somfetimes  the  Lord  <:alls  us  to  services 
ivHich  we  think  ourselves  very  unfit  for ;  and  we 
make  as  many  objections  as  Moses  did  to  his  un- 
iAertaking  the  deliverartce  of  the  Israelites  out  of 
'Egypt ;  but  there  is  no  evading  them :  qualified  or 
iinqufilified,  undertake  them  we  must :  and  if  we 
have  faith  enough  to  follow  the  Lord  fully,  we  never 
liave  cause  to  complain. -^Sometimes  the  Lord  calls 
us  to  sufferings^  which  we  think  we  did  not  de» 
serve ;  or,  at  least,  whicl>  we  did  not  need.  Deep 
i^ailleth  unto  deep,  and  all  his  waves  and  his  billows 
tfei^m  ready  to  go  over  us :  he  writds  *  vanity*  or 
*  death* '  upon  our  possessions  and  enjoyments : 
«ome  are  taken  away,  others  are  threatened,  and 
all  are  embittered.  Id  these  ciases,  if  We  know  the 
frace  of  God  in  truth,  we  would  fain  prove  bar* 
selves  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ,'  by  enduring 
hardness,  by  our  steadiness  and  stability  in  th^ 
way  of  God.  We  wish  to  imitate  our  diviiie 
Master  in  activity  and  submission ;  but,  ahid !  are 
sadly  defective  inbotk:  we  can  neither  do  nor  kear 
0S  we  ought :  every  little  difficirity  stops  us,  and 
every  little  trouble  overwhelms  us. — ^But  again  I 
^^y,  *  Courage,  my  fellow-travellers:  God  hath 
given  us  many  exceeding  great  and  precious  pib* 
raised,  and  this  is  one  of  them,  "  They  shall  run  and , 
not  be  wearv." 

You  may  remember,  that  some-  years  ago  we 
^mpkKjRed  our  meditations  on  the  former  part  of 
fbis  verse—**  But  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shaH 
remw  thetii  streiagth^ — and  our  medication  oh  it 
fras  swoet.      1  need  not  to  repeat  any  thing  of 


wJi^t  was  then  said  :  there  h  enough  fofogui;  .present 
c^ntertainment  io.  the  clause  I  h^vf  read—*'  Tb«ar 
sbaU  run  a»d  not  |be  weary/* 

To  rtm,  jn  a. spiritual  or  religious  acceptatioo,  is^ 
fcp  engage  with  gre^t   liveliaois   and  ;i^al    in    tbf^ 
.  duti^  which  God  hath  appointed,  and  to  persist  Ie 
thein^  with  all  our  powers.    And  those  who  tbu9 
run,,  under, the  influences  of  divine  grace,  shall  not 
grow  weary :  the  way  shall  not  prove  tedious  an4 
irj^soipe  to  them ;  nor  shall  they  be  under  a  pre* 
'  vailing  temptation  to  desist,  or  turn  back.     lk>dily 
laboujc  soon  eshausts  the  spirits,  and  nature  cannot 
bear  up  long*    when  it   is  in   its  greatest  vigopi^ 
without  fresh  and  frequent  recruitings — "  Even  the 
youths  shall  faint  and  be  weary,  and  the  young  men 
shall  utterly  fellr^-'But,  they  that  wait  upon  Xhfi 
Lord  shall  renew  their  strength  •  .  .  they,  shall  x\km 
^nd  DQt  be  weary,   and  they  shall  walk  and  not 
fidtUt.'^  (Isai,  x\.  30,  3L)     No  ardeacy  of  a^ecf^om 
no,  vivacity   in  action,  with  regard  to  religion,  c^^ 
ever  hurt  the  "  new  creature." — But  all  this  will 
be  further  explained,  under  the  following  genersl 
beads : 

I«  What  is  meant  by  running  ? 
,   II.  How  far  they  whp  run  may  expect  to  be  sufv 
ported  ? 

Ilf.  What  reason  they  have  to  expect  support  ? . 

We  will  consider  then, 
L  What  is  implied  in  running? 

Two  things  are  included^Forwardness  and  Pefi- 
severance. 

1.  FoTwaxdn€89 — in  opposition  to  culpaUe  dekya^ 
and  the  framing  or  catcbiag  at  excuses  for-guUtgr 
neg(lects«    When  a  good  work  is  proposed  to  some ; 


wtien'^tbey'  iV6'  halted  ofut,  By  the  Word  or  by  tli^ 
ptdv'idexftB  df  Ot}6\  td  any  particular  service ;  SloA 
cries,  *  "Master,  spare  thyself:  y^t  a  little  rii'or^ 
sileep,  a  Kttle  more  slumber :  it  id  too  sooii  to  rise 
;^et ;  some  titne  hence  will  be  early  enough/  Or  if 
t^ey  do  set  abotlt  it,  it  is  with  sb  much  reluctance 
and  indolence,  that  What  little  is  done  is  of  little 
worth.  Thejr  pray  as  if  they  prayed  not ;  they, hear 
as  if  they  heard  not;  they  strive  against  sin  as  if 
they  ^rov^  not :'  so  that,  if  they  do  get  forward  at 
all,  it  is  so  slowly,  that  their  progress  is  hardly  dis- 
cernible.— On  the  other  hand,  the  active,  lively,' 
Christian,  let  God  call  him  when  he  will,  presently 
sets  a  running :  his  mind  is  always  ready  to  [every 
good  work,  and  eager  to  discharge  whatever  appears' 
to  be  his  duty.  Like  the  Psalmist,  "  I  made  ha^te/ 
and  delayed  not,  to  keep  thy  commandments/' 
(Psalm  cxix.  60.)  The  angels  are  represented  as 
standing  round  about  the  throne  of  God,  hearkening 
to  the  voice  of  his  word ;  as  it  were,  watching 
every  motion  of  his  lips  :  and  the  instant  they  per^ 
ceive  the  least  intimation  of  his  pleasure,  they  fly 
to  execute  it. 

Thu^  the  forwardness  of  the  Gentiles  to  embrace 
and6beythe  Gospel  is  called  running:  *^  Behold* 
thou  shaltcall  a  nation  that  thou  knowest  not;  and 
nations  that  knew  not  thee  shall  run  unto  thee,  be'> 
cause  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  &nd  for  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel;  for  he  hath  glorified  thee."  (Isai.  Iv.  5.) 
The  nations  'flocked  to  Christ  with  wonderful  ra«' 
pldity:  this  was  eminently  fulfilled  under  the' 
preaching  of  fhe  apostles:  for  "  since  that  time 
the  {kingdom  of  God  is  preached,  and  every  man 
presseth  into  it.''  (Luke  xvi.  l6.)    And  it  is  so  still. 


y^^ent^ere  is  ^ny  renjarkable.  wt-p«»jiri^gf(p^^^ 
S|pii;iJ;  when  tbe  ward  of  tl^?  ]m<V^  ^(iqstt:  ^d.i«^ 
glorified.  Tb^n  coQverts  run  too^  ^^A  .theA  a 
minister's  work  goqs  on  pl^a^aatJy;.  J^q  pe^d  pf 
ma^y  arguments  and  entreaties  thei;^.  Eli^ha,  whec^ 
Elijah  pa$sied  by  him  as  he  wa^,  ploA)gbipg»  and  ca9t 
his  mantle  upoQ  him,  instantly  left  the  oxeD»  aiid 
ran  after  JElijali  ( 1  Kings  xix.  SO.)  So  it  was  when 
our  Lord  t^nly  spake  to  Matjthew^.  at  the  receipt  of 
qus^toni:  he  immediately  rose  up,  aijd  foUow.ed 
Christ*  ;  So  Peter  and  James,  and  Andrew,  left 
th^ir  nets,  and  their  boats.,  and  their  ^fathefj^  and 
went  after  Christ.  AndsQ  it. is  with  all,  when  tba 
Sjj^irit  of  the  Lord  c.omes,  and  like  a  voicq  behind 
them  says,  *'  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it/'  Let 
them  be  in  the  midst  of  their  business,  or  in  the 
midst  of  their  recreations !  wherever  th^y  arp,  of. 
whatever  they  are  about:  they  leave  all,  and;  run. 
after  Christ,  with  a  '^  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me 
to  do?'' 

2.  Perseverance  and  diligence. 

It  is. not  every  progressive  motion  that  can  be 
called  running,  as  was  hinted  under  the  former 
h.ead.  ^  A  iQan  ipay  not  absolutely  stand  still,  and  yet 
his  moUoqs  may  be  so  slow-ronq  step  to-day,  and  aa- 
other  to-^morrow — that  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  that 
hemove^;  b,ut  the  motion  u^ed  in  r.uaningiiS  quick 
apd,  animated :  and  that  not  for  a  step  or  two,  but 
for  a  considerable  way,  even  to  the  end  of  the 
course.  JtiixipUes,  .therefore,  not  merely  a  for- 
wardness in  the  setting  about  a  good  design,  but 
diligence  jn  prosecuting  it,  and  perseverance  to 
finish  it,  Oyr  endeavours  to  pl6a3e.God,  and  win, 
the  glorious  prizq^  mujit  be  strenuous  and  ardent.^^ 
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Eunnidg  was  one  of  the  ancient  Olympic  games ; 
and  they  who  engaged  in   it,    took    great    paioa 
before-hand,  by  exercise  and  abstinence,   to  prepare  ^ 
Iheir  bodies,   that  they  might  move  with  greater 
ease  and  agility.     The  Apostle  often  tefers  to  this, 
to  kindle  our  seal,  and  shame  us  out  of  our  languor 
and  sloth :    **  And  eyery  one  that  striveth  for  the 
mastery  is  temperate  in  all  things.    (1  Cor.  ix.  S5.) 
Ah,  my  fellow -christiians !  who,  that  looks  at 
us,  and  observes  our  indifference  and  our  dilatori'* 
neas,  would  imagine  that  we  were  running  a  race, 
and  that  we  were  aiming  at  heaven!    Our  affec^ 
tions  so  cold,  almost  frozen  ;  and  our  precious  time 
running  away  to  waste,    while  we  are  so  much 
behind-hand,  and  while^we  suffer  the  world,  or  the 
flesh,  or  Satan,  or  perhaps  all  of  them  to  hang  their 
weighty  about  us,  and  retard  if  not  sometimes  «fo/i, 
our  progress ! — I  say,  doth  this  look  like  striving 
for  the  mastery  ?   Is  this  working  out  our  salvation  }  • 
Is  this  looking  for,   and  hasting  to,  death  and  hea«^ 
ven? — Surely  very  different  behaviour  is  expected 
fr6m  us.**-Wfaeh  a  person  is  running  for  a  consi- 
derable wager,  he  doth  not  loiter,  nor  enter    into 
trifling  conversation  with  every  one  he  meets.     No  r 
he  looks  at  nothing  but  the  prize  set  before  him; 
be  will  not  suffer  himself  to  be  hindered  by  any 
one :    he  pushes  on,  with. unremitted  ardour,  to  tfae 
end  of  the  race.     "  Now  they  do  it,'*  as  the  Apo» 
stle  says,   for  a  corruptible  crown,  but  we  for  an 
incorruptible.     We  are  running  for  our   lives  :  the 
avenger  of  blood  is  at  our  heels  ;    aud,  if  we  loiter 
he  may  quickly  overtake  us.-^There  must  be  an  in-  . 
vincible  diligence,  to  break  through  all  obstructioos, . 
and  carry  us  with  alacrity  and  speed  through  all 
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tfie  labours  of  religion;  and  to  enabfe  us  to  lay 
hold  on  the  hope  set  before  us.  The  Apostle  hath 
set  us  an  example  of  it :  "  Brethren,  I  count  hot 
myBelf  to  have  apprehended;  but  this  one  thing  I 
do;  forgetting  those  things  which*  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forth  unto  those  things  i^bich  are  before,  I 
press  toward  the  tnark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
calling  of  Go<J  in  Cfirist  Jesus.*'  (Phil.  iii.  13.) 

II.  Howfar'miay  those,  who  thus  run,  expect  to 
be  supported,  ^nA  kept  from  growing  weary  ? 

I  answer,  They  shall  ne^er  be  so  fer  weary  as  to 
lose  their  inward  delight  in  religion,  or  totally  to 
throw  oflF  the  outward  practice  of  it. 

I.  They  shall  not  lose  their  inward  delight  in 
religion. 

A  natural  weariness  they  may  be  subject  to, 
through  the  indisposition  and  decay  of  this  vile 
body ;  and  this  may  sometimes  flatteh  their  taste-^ 
I  mean,  as  to  the  present  lively  feeling  of  joy  and 
comfort ; — but,  still,  the  principle  of  (]elighting'  fn 
Qod  doth  not  expire.  We  read  of  Jesus  himself, 
that  he  was  weary  with  hid  journey,  and  sat  down 
by  Jacob's  well,  and  wanted  natural  refreshment, 
(John  iv.  6:)  but  this  did  not  lessen  his  attention 
to  the  work  which  his  Father  had  sent  him  to  do, 
aor  abate  his  delight  in  it.  Far  otherwise.  At  that 
yery  time  he  had  a  most  heavenly  repast,  in  jcou^ 
verting  a  sinful  woman,  and  in  the  prospect  of 
doing  good  to  many  more,  whom  he  saw  coming  out 
of  the  city  to  hear  him.  Some  drops  of  this  oil  of 
gladness  there  are  in  the  hearts  of  diligent,  fruitful, 
Christians ;  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  go  on 
from  one  service  to  another  with  ease  and  rapi« 
dity :    and   though  the  flesh  sometimes  flags  and 
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tireS)  the  willingpess  of  the  spirit  still  continues ; 
and  their  love  to  Christ,  and  their  eagerness  to 
serve  him,  are  as  strong  as  ever.  They  are  quite 
vexed  and  impatient  when  they  find  that  nature 
cannot  keep  up  with  grace,  and  that  those  devo* 
tional  exercises,  which  are  their  element  and  de- 
light,  are  so  soon  interrupted  by  the  failure  of 
animal  strength  and  spirits,  which  will  not  suffer 
them  to  go  on.  So  that  I  say  their  inward  delight 
continues. 

2;  They  shall  not  be  so  weary  as  to  throw  off  the 
practice  of  religion. 

They  may,  as  I  said  just  now,  through  the  weak- 
ness of  the  flesh,  be  obliged  to  intermit  the  acts  of 
duty,  and  give  time  for  exhausted  nature  to  recruit. 
Nay,  I  must  further  confess,  that,  through  the  pre- 
valence of  temptation  and  occasional  languor  in 
the  spiritual  life^  they  may  grow  slothful  in  busi- 
ness; they  may  forget  themselves,  as  Peter  did 
in  the  High' Priest's  hall;  and  speak  and  act  very 
inconsistently  with  their  professed  attachment  to 
Christ.  But,  yet,  if  they  be  really  born  ag^io, 
not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by 
the  word  qf  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  for.  ever, 
they  cannot  continue  in  sin,  they  cannot  delight  in 
sin ;  for  their  seed  reoQaineth  in  them :  grace  will 
recover  again  from  this  temporary  fainting;  and 
a  look  from  Christ  will  set  all  right  again.  Where 
diligence  is  kept  up,  a  principle  of  love  to 
God  and  his  wajs  will  be  cherished,  and  final 
opostacy  prevented.  When  the  Apostle  aggravates 
the  sin  and  misery  of  such  as  fell  away  from  the 
faith  and  practice  bf  the  Gospel,  he  declares  his  bet- 
ter hope  concerning  those  whq  were  zealous  and 
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laborious  (Heb.  vi.  10).  "  They  shall  run  and  hot 
be  weary" — the  pains  they  take  shall  not  tire  them, 
and  the  difficulties  they  meet  with  shall  not  turn 
them  back.  '•  My  sheep  hear  my  voice,  audi  I 
know  them,  and  they  follow  me:  and  they  shall 
never  perish,  neither  shall  any  pluck  them  out  of 
my  hand."  (John  x.  27.) 

And  this  leads  to  the  next  general — viz. 
III.  What  reason   those  have,  who  run  as  they 
ought,  to  depend  upon  being  supported  and  strength- 
ened. 

1.  They  have  the  power  and  promise  of  God  to 
depend  upon. 

And  what  God  hath  once  engaged  to  perform,  is 
absolutely  and  eternally  sure;  for  he  can  never  de- 
part from  his  word,  and  can  never  be  at  a  loss  for 
means  to  fulfil  it.  Now  the  Lord  God*  unchangeable 
and  omnipotent,  hath  promised  that  they  shall  not 
be  weary  :  he  hath  undertaken  to  supply  them  with 
strength,  fiis  much  and  as  often  as  they  can  have 
occasion .  for.  What  a  precious  promise  is  that : 
"  Fear  \hou  not,  for  1  am  with  thee  ;  be  not  dis- 
mayed, for  I  am  thy  God:  I  will  strengthen  thee; 
yea,  I  will  help  thee;  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with 
'  the  right  hand  of  my  righteousness  !*'  (Isai.  xliV  ^0.) 
But  I  need  not  go  farther  than  the  two  or  three 
verses  immediately  preceding  our  text,  for  the  most 
satisfying  proof  of  the  divine  power  and  compas- 
sion :  "  Why  sayest  thou,  'O  Jacob,  and  speakest, 
O  Israel,  My  vvay  is  hid  from  the  Lord,  and  my 
judgment  ia  passed  over  from  my  God?  Hast  thou 
riot  known,  hast  thou  not  heard,  that  the  everiast- 
ing  God,  the  Lord,  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  fainteth  not,  neither  is  weary  ?    There  is  no 
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searching  of  his  understanding.  He  giveth  power 
to  the  faint;  and  to  them  that  have  no  might,  he 
increaseth  strength,"  (Isai.  xl.  27,  38,  29*) — Grod 
loves  to  reward  his  servants  in  their  own  way: 
they  who  are  sincere  and  diligent  in  religion,  shall 
find  a  double  sweetness  in  it ;  his  presence  will  ani^ 
mate  and  inyigorate  them :  ^^  Be  strong,  tbere«« 
fore^  and  let  not  your  hands  be  weak ;  for  your 
work  shall  be  rewarded."  (2  Chron.  xv.  7.)  Let  the 
^ace  be  never  so  long  and  painful,  they  cannot  be 
weary,  because  they  are  sure  of  an  inexhaustible 
suppjy  of  divine  influences,  to  help  them  on,  and 
help  them  out:  **My  soul  followeth  hard  after 
thee:  thy  right haild^ipholdeth  me/'  (Ps. Ixiii.  S.) 

I  need  not  trouble  myself  to  look  for  any  other 
reason :  God,  who  cannot  lie,  hath  promised  that 
you  shall  not  be  weary— and  that  is  enough* 
However, 

S«  There  is  a  boundless  excellency  in  religion, 
<:alculated  to  afford  continual  refreshment. 

It  is  justly  remarked  of  all  the  delights  of  sense, 
that  they  perish  in  the  using:  they  are  but  "as 
the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a  pot:"  **  For  all 
that  is  in  the  world,  the  lust  of  the  flesh,,  the  lust 
»of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the 
Father,  but  is  of  the  world :  and  the  world  passeth 
away,  and  the  lust  thereof."  (1  John  ii.  16.)  But 
>spiritual  entertainments  are  more  permanent. 
What  bath  been  so  often  observed  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  the  rt$le  of  our  religion, — that,  read 
them  never  so  often,  they  continually  present 
«us  with  new  discoveries,  and  new  delights, — is 
eminently  true  of  religion  itself:  its  pleasures  can 
jiever  be  exhausted.    It  is,  m  our  Saviour  calls 
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it,  **  a  well  of  water,  springing  up  unto  everlasting 
life/*  (John  iv.  14.)     There  are  secret  conveyances 
which  continually  feed  it,  so  that  it  can  never  be 
drawn  dry :  the  satisfactions  to  be  met  with  in  the 
service  of  God  are  maintained  by  a  divine  hand, 
and  therefore  can  never  fail.     The  toils  and  labours 
of  religion  have  one  advantage  above  all  other  pur- 
suits,— there  is  no  climbing  to  the  top ;  there  is  no 
sounding  the  bottom ;  there  is  no  finding  out   the 
breadth  or  length  of  its  excellency  and  sweetness* 
Whatever  else  men  apply  their  minds  and   hearts 
to,   they  are  soon   tired  of:  they  find  an  empti- 
ness in  it,  which  makes   them  throw  it  aside  with 
disgust.     Ask  the  men  of  pleasure,   or  the  men  of 
business,  whether,  in   their  most  successful  pur- 
suits,  they  have  not  found  a  scantiness   and  in- 
sufficiency, and  something  to  disappoint  or  cloy; 
And  they  will  answer,  *  Yes ;  all  is  vanity  and  vex- 
ation of  spirit.'     But  ask  one  who  lives  in  commu- 
nion with  God,  and  runs  the  way  of  God's   com- 
mands with  an  enlarged  heart,  whether  he  is  weary 
of  it,  and  had  rather  be  excused  from  it :  whether 
prayers,  and  sermons,  and  sacraments,  are  burthen- 
some  and  distasteful :  •  No,  no,*  he  cries  with  vehe- 
mency  and  indignation  :    '  my  meat  and  drink  is  to 
do  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.     It  is 
good  for  me  to  draw  near  to  God.     I  had  rather 
bfe  a  door-keeper  in  the  hoQse  of  my  God,  than 
dWcJM  in  the  tents  of  wickedness.      The  more  I  am 
with  God  in  his  ordinances,  the  more  I  see  that  I 
do  not  know  him,  nor  love  him^,  nor  serve  him,  nor 
enjoy  him,  so  well  ^  I  ought  and  might.    There 
is  more  beyond  than  I  can  yet  attain  to :  *•  for  now. 
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we  see  through  a  glass,  darkly;  but  then  fecie  tD 
face;  now  1  know  in  part;  but  then  shall  I  know 
even  as  also  I  am  known."  (l  Cor.  xiii.  19.) 

And  this   suggests  another  reason  why  we  shall 
not  be  weary — viz. 

3.  Because  the  faster  we  runi   thejiearer   we  ap- 
proach  to  heaveu. 
,  True  grace  is  allowed  to   be  glory    begun;    the 
same  in  kind,  though  differentia  degree.    AH  lively 
duties^  therefore,  are  so  many  approaches    to  hea- 
ven ;   not  only  as  they  briug  us  nearer  to  the  celea- 
tial  worlds   but  as  bringing  more  of  present  enjojK- 
ment.      Therefore   improvement  in  grace  is  called 
being    *'  changed  from  glory  to  glory."    (2  Cor.  iii. 
18.) — We  all  know,   that  they  who  are  running.iB 
a  race  feel  new   vigour  when    they  come   within 
sight  of  the  goal ;    and  especially  the   first  of  tli« 
competitors.     With  what  a  spring  doth  he  ^vance^ 
.  in  his  last  steps,  to  lay  hold  oti  the  prize  !  it  is   tb« 
same  in   the  Christian  race ;    the  near  approach  of 
salvation  drives  off  lazy  slumbers,  and  sets  alMhe 
powers  of  the  soul  in  animated  motion.— —-Travel- 
lers tell  us  of  some  countries,  which  are  so  full  of 
aromatic  plants  and  flowers  that  they  perceive   the 
frqgrance  at  some  distance,  and  are  highly  refreshed 
by  the  pleasing  gales.     Do  you  not  think  it  is  the 
same  with  the  Christian  traveller,    as  he;  bears  up 
towards  the  heavenly  country,  of  which  **  the  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey'"    was  a  figure*    a 
shadow,    a  yery  inadequate  resemblance? — But  1 
say,  do  you  not  think  that  the  nearer 'we  draw  to 
heaven,  the  clearer  anticipation  we  shall  have  of  the 
joys  above  ?  I  appeal  to  you,  my  aged  and  veaerabb 
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fViends  who  have  been  long  in  the  wilderness,  and 
Are  now  almost  upob  the  banks  of  Jordan,  whether 
the  prospects  from  Pisgah  be  not  reviving;  whether 
you  do  not  feel  your  spirits  invigorated  with  the 
Tbreezes  from  Canaan. — Oh  !  if  dying  saints  could 
tell  us  what  tkey  feel,  we  should  have  proofs  enough* 
Their  countenances  tell  us,  that,  while  ihey  are 
walking  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  deaths 
they  are  rejoicing  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of 
glory ;  that  when  their  heart  and  flesh  is  failing, 
God  is  the  strength  of  their  heart,  and  their 
portion  for  ever.  This  is  what  the  Apostle  Peter 
alludes  to,  when  he  says,  "  Wherefore  the  rather, 
brethren,  give  diligence  to  make  your  Calling 
and  election  sure:  for.  if  ye  do  these  things,  ye 
shall  never  fall :  for  so  an  entrance  shall  be  mini- 
stered to  you  abundantly  into  the*  everlasting 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ/' 
(5  Pet.  u  10.) 

By  way  of  improvement,  it  is  obvious, 
I.  That  the  true  doctrine  of  perseverance  is  no 
doctrine  of  licentiousness. 

They  who. are  appointed  to  a  state  of  happiness 
hereafter,  must  not  turn  into  the  broad  road,  nor 
loiter  in  the  narrow  one.  The  Scriptures  link  to- 
gether all  the  saving  blessings  of  the  covenant :  one 
gracious  purpose  comprehend3  them  all :  and  what 
God  hath  joined  together  let  no  man  attempt  to  put 
asunder.  If  we  would  have  the  comfort  of  grace, 
we  must  **  give  diligence  to  make  our  calling  and 
election  sure !"  and  if  we  would  secure  a  title  to 
giory,  we  must,  **  by  a  patient  continuance  ife 
welUdoing,  seek  for  glory,  honour,  and  immor? 
tality/: 
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2.  Let  those. who  have  left  their  first  love,  re- 
member from  whence  they  are  fallen,  and  repent. 

You  who  have  slackened  your  former  diligence 
in  religion,  either  as  to  secret  duties  or  public  ordi- 
nances, look  to  it  that  ye  be  not  wearied,  and  faint 
in  your  minds.  The  dreadful  sin  of  apostacy  seldom 
comes  to  its  full  growth  at  once,  but  creeps  on  by 
slow  degrees.  The  unhappy  back-slider  begins  with 
a  spirit  of  indifference,  not  regarding  whether  a 
duty  be  performed  or  not :  his  relish  and  affection 
to  religious  exercises  wear  off :  then  come  on  fre^ 
iquent  omissions,  without  any  uneaisiness,  or  checks 
of  conscience:  from  running  he  comes  to  walk- 
ing ;  and  from  walking,  to  standing  still ;  and  from 
'Standing  still,  to  going  back  :  and  sometimes  back- 
sliders run  as  fast  in  the  paths  of  the  destroyer, 
as  ever  they  had  designed  to  do  in  the  paths  of 
life.  Let  those,  therefore,  who  feel  any  abatement 
in  their  zeal,  and  whose  Christian  course  is  not 
so  lively  as  heretofore,  presently  correct  these  omi- 
nous beginnings,  and  endeavour  to  recover  their 
former  activity. 

Running  is  the  best  expedient  to  keep  us  from 
declension.  You  know,  that  in  bodily  disorders, 
if  a  lethargy  be  apprehended,  the  most  stimulating 
medicines  are  administered,  and  every  method 
taken  to  rouze  the  patient  and  keep  him  awake: 
so  in  spirituals,  if  you  perceive  a  lassitude  coming 
on,  and  a  languor  beginning  to  seize  your  fkcuU 
ties,  employ  them  immediately  and  dih'gently, 
and  as  the  Apostle  advises :  ''  Lift  up  the  hands 
which  hang  down,  and  the  feeble  knees :  and  make 
straight  paths  for  your  feet,  lest  that  which  is  lame 
be  turned  out  of  the  way.;    but  let  it  rather  ht 
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healed.  Follow  peace  with  all  men,  ^  and  holi- 
ness, without  which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.** 
(Heb.xii.  IS.) 

I  would  particularly  urge  this  upon  those  who  are 
tempted  to  omit  solemn  duties  because  of  a  present 
backwardness,  hoping  that  it  may  be  better  anr- 
other  time.  Take  care  how  you  trust  to  that.  In- 
stead of  a  better  frame,  you  may  grow  worse  anA 
worse^  iknd  so  come  to  omit  them  altogether. 

3.  Let  those  who  are  running  the  race  set  be- 
fore them,  be  encouraged. 

You  are  in  the  way  of  mercy,  and  may  expect^ 
not  only  to  be  kept  from  falling,  but  to  have  a 
continual  increase  of  grace,  and  an  extraordinary 
weight  of  glory ;  for  "  the  way  of  the  Lord,"  yoa 
remember,  "is  strength  to  the  upright.*'  (Prorr. 
i.  29.)  Let  the  way  be  never  so  long,  the  ascent 
never  so  difficult,  the  opposition  never  so  great, 
and  your  strength  never  so  small;  what  are  all 
these,  to  the  power  and  promise  of  God  ?  He  who 
led  bis  people  through  the  wilderness,  and  sup- 
ported them  forty  years,  so  that  their  clothes  did 
not  wax  old  upon  them,  nor  their  shoes  wear  out 
(Deut.  xxix.  6:)  the  same  God  will  also  support  and 
supply  you.  You  shall  never  want  a  robe,  so  long 
as  Christ  hath  a  righteousness  to  screen  and  adorn 
you :  your  feet  shall  "  be  shod  with  the  preparation 
of  the  Gospel  of  peace :"  and,  in  short,  you  shall 
be  "  kept,  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith, 
unto  salvation. ''  Only  take  care  that  you  begin 
well.  Be  sure  that  your  first  step  in  religion  be 
right.  Remember,  that  Jesus  is  "  the  way,  the 
truth,  and  the  life;"  and  that  "  no  man  cometh  to 
the  Fathet  but  by.  him  "     WhjBp,  theiieforCj  you 
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set  about  building  for  eternity,  dig' deep:  clear 
away  all  the  rubbish  of  nature,  and  rest  firmly  on  ^ 
the  ^^  foundation  of  the  prophets  and  apostles, 
Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner-stone;" 
*'  to  whom  coming,  as  unto  a  living  stone,  disak 
lowed  indeed  of  men,,  but  chosen  of  God,  and  pre« 
cious  ;  ye  also,  as  lively  stones,  are  built  up  a  spi^* 
ritual  house,  an  holy  priesthood,  to  o^er  up  spiritual 
sacrifices,  acceptable  to    God   by    Jesus  Christ/' 

ClPct.  ii.5.) 

'  Avoid  hindrances.  Many  such  will  be  thrown  in 
If  OUT  way  by  the  enemies  of  your  souls«  Some  are 
more  easily  beset  with  one  sin,  and  some  with  ao« 
other :  all,  however,  have  one  sin  or  another  which, 
if  not  carefully  watched  against,  will  entangle  and 
interrupt  them.  But,  whatever  it  is«-^be  it  a  right 
band,  or  aright  eye — let  Christian  resolution  pre- 
vail over  sinful  fondness ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  the 
arguments  of  flesh  and  blood,  cut  it  off  and  cast  it 
from  you ;  "  for  it  were  better  to  enter  into  life 
halt,  or  maimed,  than  having  two  hands,  and  two 
eyes,  to  be  cast  into  hell ;  where  their  worm  dietb 
not,  and  their  fire  is  not  quenched/' 

But,    especially,    keep  Heaven,  and  ywr  Fore* 
runner,  in   your  eye.    The  soul   that  looks  unto 
Jesus,  can  never  lose  its  way.     Bless  God  that  you 
have  a  Jesus  to  look  to.    See  with  what  caution  be. 
at>stained  from  the  appearance  of  evil,  and  avoided 
the  least  approaches  to  sin :  he  ^^  did  nosin^  neither 
was  guile  ever  found  in  his  mouth :"  "  be  was  holy* . 
harmless,    undefiled^    and  separate  from  sinners/"  • 
See  how  indefatigable  he  wasjn  his. Father's  busi« 
ness :  he  '*  went  about  doing  good/'  scarcely  allow- 
ing himself  time  to  eat  or  sleep.    See  with  what 


S£Rtf«  3d.]     On. Christian  Perseveramce.  s^ 

fl 

'  patience  and  cheerful  resignation  he  submitted  to 
^  the  most  ignominious  and  painful  sufferings:  he 
*'  endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame/' — Oh  tbi^ 
the  eyes  of  all  his  people,  that  the  eyes  of  all  the 
world,  were  fastened  on  Jesus !  Then  we  should 
run — oh,  how  swiftly  should  we  run  ! — the  race 
that  is  set  before  us. — Hindrances  of  various  kinds 
we  must  expect  to  meet  with  :  the  world  and  our 
hearts  are  full  of  them  ;  but  there  is  a  world  where 
we  shall  entirely  get  above  them ;  where  there  fihali 
Ve  nothing  within  us,  nor  without  us»  to  stop  our 
course  or  interrupt  our  joy ;  • , 

**  There,  to  fulfil  his  sweet  comtnands. 

Our  speedy  feet  shall  moire :' 
No  sin  shall  clog  our  winged  zeal. 

Or  cool  our  burning  love/* 

O  Christians!  with  such  prospects  before  us,  is 
it  not  strange  that  we  run  no  faster  now :— that, 
when  we  are  professedly  aiming  at  heaven,  and  (if 
we  are  in  the  right  road)  heaven,  with  respect  to 
some  of  us,  can  be  at  no  great  distance,  it  should 
be  possible  for  the  comparatively  trifling  concerns 
of  this  world  to  eng3geour  attention  ; — that  we  do 
not  spurn  it  from  tis  with  indignation  ;  and  like  the 
Pilgrim,  who  ran  through  Vanity  Fair,  shutting  his 
eyes  and  stopping  his  ears — I  say,  that  we  do  not 
make  all  the  haste  we  can  to  get  through  the  wil- 
derness and  be  out  of  the  reach  of  its  temptations  ? 
One  would  wonder  that  we  can  think  of  any  thing 
but  heaven:  the  place,  the  company,  the  work,  the 
joys,  the  glory,  all  so  animating !— At  present  you 
hardly  know  how  to  believe  the  promise  of  the  text, 
you  are  so  often  and  so  soon  tired.  You  can 
scarcely  be  engaged  an  hour,    before  ypur  jaded 
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Ikculties  complaini  and  oblige  you  to  break  off; 
sq  that  you  can  hardly  comprehends  at  least  you 
never  attain  to,  the  full  meaning  of  this  precious 
promise.  But  in  heaven  it  shall  be  most  gloriously 
fulfilled :  there  you  shall  rest  not,  day  nor  night, 
from  the  most  ardent  and  elevated  devotioii ;  and 
yet,  after  millions  of  years,  you  shall  be  as  fresh  and 
lively  as  the  first  moment  you  began.  Then  you 
will  be  convinced  that  it  is  possible  to  run  and  not 
be  weary,  and  will  adore  the  grace  that  made  you 
feappy  exafmples  of  it. 


(    «97    ) 
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SERMON  XXIIL 


THE  CHRISTIAN'S  FRIEND. 


Prov.  xviii.SS* 

j^nd  there  is   a  friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a 

brother. 

ANPwho  do  you  think  it  is  ?  j      Yoml 

are  right.  I  was  sure  you  could  not  hesitate  a! 
moment:  it  is  indeed  the  man  Christ  Jesus.  *^  There 
is  no  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men/' 
to  which  this  character  so  properly  belongs.  Men 
of  high  degree  are  vanity,  and  men  of  low  degree 
are  a  He,  and  men  of  every  degree  are  broken 
reeds :  there  is  no  dependence  upon  any  of  them ; 
they  speak  fair,  and  for  a  little  while  carry  it  fair; 
but  they  fail  at  last,  either  through  fickleness  or 
frailty,  from  insincerity  or  incapacity  ;  they  fail  us, 
when  most  we  need  their  help.  Not  so  our  *'  elder 
Brother,**  our  divine  Friend :  he  is  "  Christ  Jesus, 
the  same  yesterday,  to  day,  and  for  ever. — Say  now, 
Christians,  could  I  have  mentioned  one  with  whom 
you  would  rather  wish  to  spend  an  hour  ?  To  you 
who  believe,  I  know  he  is  precious  ;  at  all  times 
precious;  but  particularly  so  when  you  have  beea 
reviewing  the  wonders  of  his  love,  and  admiring 
the  ''  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  though 
he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  became   poor,  that 
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^we  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich  ;**  who  "  hum- 
VM  himself  and  became  obedient  unto  deaA, 
even  the  death  of  the  cross;''  and  ^^gave  his  life  a 
ransoai  for  many/'.  Your  hearts  have  been  so 
warmed  with  these  and  similar  meditations,  that 
you  can  think  of  no  one  else»  you  can  talk  of  no 
one  else,  but  Immanuel ;  this  Friend,  that  sticketfa 
closer  than  a  brother.  . 

There  are  instances,  and  they  are  not  unfre- 
quent,  Where  the  bonds  of  friendship  have  proved 
stronger  than  the  ties  of  brotherly  afiec4:ion ;  and 
a  stranger  (I  mean  in  point'  of  relationship)  has 
done  more,  and  hazarded  more,  for  his  friend,  than 
those  who  may  be  said  to  be  their  own  flesh  and 
blood:  which  fully  justifies  the  observation  of  the 
Wise  Man  in  the  text:  and  I  make  no  apology  for 
applying  it  to  the  Lprd  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  empha- 
tically the  Friend  of  publicans  and  sinners. 

Let  me  hold  him  up  to  you,  as  the   most  ancient 
Friend,  the  most  o^c^iona/e  Friend,  the  mosJ:^7A- 
ytt/ Friend,  the  most  powerful  Friend,  and  the  most 
constant  Friend,  that  ever  you  hsid  or  heard  of. 

I.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  most  ancient  Friend  : 

A  circumstance  that  should  grjeatly  endear  him 
to  us.  "  Thine  own  friend,  and  thy  father's  friend, 
forsake  thou  not ;" — intimating,  that  such  a  person 
•-—one  who  hath  been  a  fast  friend  to  our  family 
for  a  great  number  of  years— is  to  be  highly  va- 
lued. And  herein  Christ  infinitely  e'lSLCels  the 
oldest  friend  we  have.  Hear  what  he  says  of  him- 
Belf:  "'  When  he  appointed  the  foundations  of  the 
earth,  then  I  T^as  by  him,  as  one  brought  up  with 
hifp;  and  I  was  daify  his  delight,  rejoicing  always 
before  bim;    rejoicing  in  the  habitable  part  of  his 
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eftrth ;  and  my  aelights  were  with  the  sons  of  men/* 
(Prov.  viii.  29.)     Here  was  friendship,  disinterested 
and   unparalleled.      While  be  was    happy   in   that 
glory,  "  which  he  had  with  the  Father  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,"   yet   foreseeing  the  guilt 
and  misery  into  which  mankind  would  plunge  them- 
selves,  he  took  pleasure  in  thinking  how  he  should 
hereafter  go  down  and  save  them. — Under  the  Old 
Testament  we  see  him  frequently  appearing  as   the 
•*  Angel  of  the  Lord"   and  the,"  Angel  of  the  Co- 
venant,*' yvith  messages  of  love  to  his  people.     But 
nothing  can  express  it  so  ^emphatically  as  his  own 
word :  ^^  In  all  their  afflictions  he  was  afflicted,  and 
the  angel  of  his  presence  saved  them :  in  his  love 
and  tn  his  pity   he  redeemed  them :    and  he  bare 
them,  and  carried  them  all  the  days  of  old/'     (Isai. 
Ixiii.  9.)     And  when  the  fulness  of  time  was  come, 
he  actually  came  down,  and  was  made  flesh,   and 
dwelt  among  us :  and  during  the  three  years  of  his 
public  appearance,  every  thing  he  said,  and  every 
thing  he  did,  was  friendly :    bis  life  was  friendly, 
and  his  death  was  more  so.     And  through  all  ages, 
from  that  time  to  this,    Qne  generation   to  another 
hath  declared  his  unremitting  kindness  ;*«-'a  circum- 
stance inconceivably  supporting. 

If  one  that  ,was  a  perfect  stranger  were  to  come 
to  us  ill  our  distress,  and  offer  t6  relieve  us,  wa 
should  hardly  know  how  to  trust  him.  *  How 
do  I  know  who,  or  what,  heis  ?  Perhapis  he  only 
,  mocks  my  woe;  and  may' take  pleasure  in  raising 
expectations  in  me  which  he  never  intends  to  iTulfil. 
If  be  do  as  he  says,  1  shall  thank  him;  but  I  am 
afraid  to  believe  it,  till  I  see  it.* — ^Now^  Hvith  respect 
to  Christ,  this  objectioQ  k  happily  removed;  be  is 
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in>  stranger ;  he  is  one  that  we  have  been  long  ac« 
quainted  with ;  he  hath  been  a  friend  to  the  family 
as  far  back  as  we  can  remember,  and  farther  too. 
*^.  We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  and  our  fathei»  have 
told  us/'  how  kind  he  was  to  ibem;  and  we  have 
had  a  tliousand  proofs  of  his  kiodnesa  to  us :   and 

'  shail  we  distruM  him  now  ?  No.  Though  my  pre- 
s^nt  trial  is  very  heavy,  and  such  as  I  never  experi- 
enced before,  I  can  trust  Him,  who  hath  so  often 
relieved  me  before  now,  *^  I  remember  the  days* 
of  old^  the  years  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Most 
High/'  and  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  he,  who 
halb  been  my  father's  friend,  and  my  own   iriend* 

,  for  so  many  years,  will  continue  to  be  a  friend  to 
me  and  min^  as  often  and  as  long  as  we  shail  need 
him. 
ir..  He  is  an  ^ffectionaie  Friend* 
We  often  meet  with  persons  who  make  great 
professions  of  kindness  and  respect;  nothing  but 
^  my  dear  friend,*  and  ^  my  dear  friend,'  at  every 
word  ;  and  *  how  glad  they  should  be  to  serve  us !' 
Y^hile,  at  the  same  time,  we  have  reason  to  think 
they  have  not  merely  no  real  regard)  but  ai^  actual 
dislike,  and  would,  under-hand,  rather  do  us  a  c|i^ 

.kindness.  But  Christ  is  not  one  of  these:  never 
was  guile  found  in  his  mouth:  wherever  he  m^kes 
professions  of  love,  his  heart  goes  along  with  theou 
Try  him, .  in  those  things  which  are  the  usual  ex** 
preasions  of  regajrd  between  one  friend  and  another^ 
and  you  will  see  bow  in  all  thinga  Christ  has  the 
pre*eminence.  For  example : — Hearty  friends  mu- 
tually sympathize  with  one  another,  and  take  part 

.  in  one  another's  joys  and  grief.  Christ  does  so. 
\)'hen  the  myateries  of  dl?ine  wiadoin  and  grac^ 
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were  revealed*  to  the  wMid^  it  te  saitf^  ^^  f  fi  tiiM 
lio^ur  Je»ti8  rejoieed  10  dt^irit,  aod  stHd,  I  tfiank  ibeer 
O  Father,  Lord  of  lieaTen  and  earth,  because  then* 
bi$t  hid  tbeae  things  from  tlie  wise  and  prudent, 
aftd  bast  revealed  them  unto  babes/'  And  if  tbey- 
be  at  any  time  in  affliction,  never  wais  there  a 
frieod  more  coropasrionate  and  kind.  What  a  re- 
mailable  expression  is  that,  ^  The  Lord  wilt 
strengthen  him  on  the  bed  of  languishing ;  be  will 
make  all  his  bed  in-his  sickness."  (Psal.  xli.  3.)'*-0 
Christians  !  to  have  such  a  friend  at  our  bed-side 
watching  every  motion,  and  smoothing  what  our 
restlessness  had  disordered ! — I  had  almost  said,  -  it 
18  a  privilege  to  be  sick.  Let  all  be  calm  within, 
and  let  my  outward  sufferings  be  as  sharp  as  they 
will.  Well  did  the  Apostle  say,  "  For  we  have  not 
an  high  priest  which  cannot  be  touched  wil^h  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmities.'^  (Heb.  iv.  15.) 

"  With  joy  we  meditate  the  grace 

or  oiur  High  Priest  above : 
Bis  heart  is  mad^of  tenderness. 

His  bowels  melt  with  lore." 

Again  :  Hearty  friends  love  one  another  $  company 
— take  every  opportunity  of  being  together ;  and 
when  obliged  to  separate,  contrive  to  meet  again  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  are  impatient  tUl  the  itime 
comes.  Christ  does  so.  He  ^^  wjaU(3  amojig 
the  golden  candlesticks ;"  and  *^  loveth  the:gates  of 
Zion  more  than  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob."  We 
sometimes  are  able  to  adopt  the  rlangu^e  ^of  the 
Psalmist,  and  say,  ^'  As  the  hart  pantetb  after  t\» 
water-brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  ^fter  thee,  Q. 
God ;"  and  it  is  a  happy  fcame^  Ipo,  when  we  can 
say  it:  and  yet  never  were  any  so  desirous  of  meet- 
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^ooe  id  kiffis^lf;  d6  an  itijar]^  to  ofa<  attd^tH^^M 

KMDtsit'a^  dbtoe .t6ii jnnelf.    CM^  tm^eSbt^ 

'   of  Saul  aj^inst  th«  church :  **  Satit,.Sinir;'^b3^^er- 

4eciitiii thUn'ike^'  And  it  is  th6  same'  ai^4oliiiy 

kinrdaisss  «bowii  tdhiat^^O'^^scfplfts :  *'  Fati^MSS^ 

^  bAve^ddheft  itotbouir  df  t^ef  heasi  of  ^ift«ii€>^ttl^ 

brethteif/ye  hftvedone  ittmtotne."  (MattV  i^^?W?^ 

Again  :  Heatftjr  friends/reel/  ttn^Mom  fA^ab^M^ 

<o  19M  anofAsrt    Md  truftt  tbose  Mcrtts  iVith  iMSt 

friend/  whicK  they  Vrodld  not  -oa  any  account  mist' 

mnnicattfto  anothieri    tJBristfdoes  so :  "  Henceforth 

I  call  you  ttOt%e]^ttih<^;  ft>r^^^  Sjfenrant  knowetfi^tiiift 

what  his  LMd "d^dtfa ;  lint  IbiW'caUed^d 0e^^ 

fat  every  thfoi^  wtiith  'l  hanre "  bfedirJi  -of  niy '  ^akliffr 

I  have  mtMieltii<i»#n<*tWd;ybti^*»X!r6hn  xV'.^'a!^ 

-    I  tifaaH    oniy  'iiddi ;  Hilarty  fiends,'  UreilUS^ 

fat  of  otie  •  ttn'oMiff;  -  ihmtgH  cAuni.  >    Tfi«y .  WtA" 

often  *wiitingto  mKci  ahof hir :  ^nd  ff  they  dilni^^'^o 

that,  -theywTlt  beoft«h  thfdki&gW^onS  ViidtfiWr^fti 

'^ntidfrnting  th«  plea^if>e  df  their  i^  vi^ix^l?^  So 

■dkh  CbnW:''"Nevert1i'eKssH*ayi  h^.'^'**ie"}«^gi. 
jieafentTot  you  that  I  gb^i^y^Wif  1  MotWiJ, 
th«"Coittort*r  will  not  ifbratt  ifnti/'^SfpSa^^I 

«  ^V  !^nV  JMmJhini  niito  yt/aV^-fe  6^^^"  b(^' 
<iM'«6^e^c«>    he    ts  fterp^tW^t^  ^Xafig  ^huaai 

\S6in«  toltett  of  Ms  love^    sbb^I^'&i^Wh^^  ^ 

^fctih«ni  know  that  he  rem^^mbe^'^Tfek'firW^! 

>'d^.  -'•(^'m  ev^i'  Hveth  to  make "^V^P^^s^l. 

«  th%n^-   H«  is  piepaHng  i  p1ax:e  ft>i"^ib^  j^^lid 


that  where  he  ^|ri,%5?b!tlf*fR»*X'i'!iTi?*lfefI7*P  ,' 


m- 


Jlj^ojttf,  jcoinpan^, .  or  ^^y  need,  ;Our^cpu,atf  gaoce, 
iftf  tjify  are  some  way^tbe  ^t^foiij4f;,f^d  tberp-, 

'4bipy>  VjU  see  w  jatti«e  intjft.^Mf^jJHJJitr  wd  wa- 

wou^d  bave^iflwdat  .QjWyg9ft4,nWJhlF  M^  9W  ^P" 
-«f^«'5  ^^<*iWrwW  DAt  bpre  }ff^  i^raid  t<^  b^ye:  ad- 
,^^d,fis^|#f  repEQyedjii«ivfi^  necewary,  «yen«rhe(i; 
yt^«^4fe-^9?*r?a«cfi  ;oc;j«4«i4»ce,.  lye.,  WHgU*  b»?^e 
bfe?^!^  fPW  ^f^^  to,:bV^,f^wmfld.it,^Iipile«A.it 

-ft®8p9f  «'^,^  gJtjl**'  ¥»^  Abe.  fa^hful.  wr^30B  the 
n»A*  fJftBXdl?  yffy«tl«^"k«  and  cl^J(|^"^<iiVfili. 

o^^Affjff^^WV^-r^J^  tl^m  b«^«jhaft4'W^JMi-»b9y 
.^ftf^i^^i^'HfeFM  tbey^Mst  exftec^<ifi  «lw.'FO»*d 
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see  theifa  going  Vtrrong,  b'e. faithfully  wArns  thietti  oF 
it;  arici  If  Warnihg  will  ixot  do^   he  rebutfes  them, 
ana  corrects  iheui,  till  he  liatH  ihax)b  i\ibt^  ^^nsible 
ot  their  sin  ancl  duty.     When  Petet  hildT  denied  bf» 
ioriJ,  tThrist    "  tuth^d  and  Idoked   tiptoii  Mc^/* 
lit  was  all  that  he  c6bld  do  thei),  bein^  in  tlie  h^tiAt 
of  his, enemies ;   but  it  Was  such  a  look  isks'e^ctlii^iry 
answered  his  purpose ;  fdr   Peter  ibltrtediately  re- 
membeVed  the  cautipA  of  his  dWihe  Ma'stler,  aht^  he 
^  wefit  oult,  Md  wept  bitterly.     And  *   he  febnti- 
Aues  to  (ook  on  his  falling  di'scit)le^:  afa'd  If  a  loibk 
^ill  'Ao\  ^6,    he  Will  send  i  tod.-^Thitak  of  thi§, 
ChriMiailS,  When  you  ^re binder  sottte  tebukcs  o!f  rW* 
Vidence ;— **  I   was  probably,    iii   some   Vested  W 
6ther,  gbirtg  Wr6'ng ;    there  is  something  ^miss  in 
my  teVnpeV  or  conduct ;  and  riow  Christ  is  Ve^v- 
irtg  me  for  it,  iand  by  seasonaMe  and  salutary  cor- 
rection, restoVing  iny  soul,  and  preventing  the  ill 
effects  of  my  sinful  wkrtderings.    What  Would  have 
bcteotoe  of  me,    Wbitlhet  might  I    have  Watadeted, 
if  1  had  not  fcad  such  a  faithful  Fi-iend  to  watch 
omtoe!" 

IV.  He  is  a /^Wer/w/ Friend.  . 

VTe  feay  have  many  siticei*e  frfehds^  6nd  yet  be 
fteyer  MieVetiter  for  thert  ;  ^hey  ra\iy  wfckf  lis  Wett^ 
bul  tfhat  may  bie  all  th^y  can  do ;'  they  may  be  po(iir 
land  ifeebfe,  aVi^  rather  want  help  themselves, than  \}t 
febletto  afibrd  any  assistance  to  us.  feut  if  We  havfe 
a  Vriend  as  rich  as  he  is  kind,  theii '  tve/tbin^ 
difrselves  weH  off;  and  if  ever  we  coirie  to  be 
rn  '  straits,  We  know  where  to  go  for  a  s(upply» 
Arid  w'hb  is  so  rich  as  Christ?  ^^e  is  kpJM>inl^ 
ed  heir  of  all  ihings.-^^ — *  What '  of  that  ?'  ]f)erhaps 
,you  Wrll  say-:  *  what  signifies  i%  how  rich  Christ  JU? 


r 

Hisdid(HpIei«  many  of  't|iem,  every  ooe  I:pw3»  >Vft 
pQor  enough/  It  may  be  so;  and  th«  rea^ofj  ia 
bedaiise  Christ  19  npt  only  a  ^^ch  jfriend,  bu(  itffiQt 
tionate  and  fsUtbfuK  If  he  we^^  gov^rnpd  pnljr  h^ 
his  affeotidp ,  be  would  make  thfoi  all  so  ^{tny 
prmces  in  ttes  earth;  they  should  b^  clothed  ifi 
purple  and  fine  linen^  an4  &re  sumptuously  every 
day;  but  his  faithfulness  will  not  suffer  it.  H^ 
gives  to  6very  one  as  much  as  he  c^n  bear  gpd  ma? 
page ;  they  have  as  mucli  worldly  prpsperity  as  if 
consistent  with  their  soul  prosperity:; — and  vbo 
would  wish  for  more  ?  Christ  pan  soon  open  a  way 
'in  ppQVidence  for  your  relief  and  advancement ;  Qpd 
^hen  it  is  necessary  and  rights  he  will'  do  it.  I« 
^  the  mean  time  it  is  better  to  compose  yourfielyea» 
imd  sing,  firtth  the  Psalmist, 

^  Jht  Lord  my  ^hepherd  U; 
*  1  ihsH  t^  wrrfl  ^ppplied. 


What  can  I  vaat  betide  r* 


*  ]$ut  tl^ereare  bettei?  ricbfsip  Christ  than  th^H-^ 
uns^ochabl^  rich^s :  t^  for  it  hath  pleased  the  IV 
jther  Ui^t  ip  hiqi  should  all  itilness  dwell''  (Col. 
;i.'  19) ;  ^*  and  pf  his  fulness  have  all  ive  received,  and 
fra^e  lor  grace''  (Jobni.  l6)--^ndbere  th^l^^eft. 
iBdrtbly  friends  are  left  fiur,  far  behind.  Qo  to  the 
^gi^ciatest  and  richest  of  tli^m  all:  can  they  pu|ch^s0 
^of'ybU  a'f Ardoo  for  so  nuich  as  one  sin  ?  '  i  Ah  bq^ 
istiX^  they  cry  :<  f  we  will  dQ^  ajiy  thing  else  for  you ; 
•Without  "whole  substance  could  not  do  that/  -5*  t'hey 
tliat^' trust  in  theif  wealth,  aii|l  boast  themselves  in 
l^e' niwltiiude  of  their  rinfaes;  none  ol  them  can  by 
^y  mtans  redeem  his  brotl)(sr,  nor  giv^  to  Godia 


^. 


^*     ^     i^'tH^^^i^ieii^    It£ft]^«/ 


for  Item  aUV-^Akaio :  <3o  'to'.yViuif  'rich « fti^fidiV 

yoi  are  ready '  to  faint  UnHet  ttrdtig^  tetttt^talMtfli; 
|fUM  y^i}  8fe  r6^y  tb>6W  weary  Itt  «^eIiAilfdag9 
fv^en  yoH  are  exercised  WitU  great  and  liMtP4^^ 
i^tes,.oan  tjbey  jfof  themsfelves^  I  iliean)  <M^dg<ilei 
IMj^di  jrVcesh  your 'sQuIs^.  aUd  ^it  you  WUb  %lt^Jl(f 
{iR(^  pesjce  iii\befieyfng?  No;  ttfey  earrtiot.»«'jft«t 
jpj^rift  can,  Thai  promise,  niaclci  to  the  AftoHik 
l*fiu], .  belongs  to  every  true  belier^rf  •*-M.^gWl1 
M  su^ci^ni  ^or.  thee ;  fof  my  strength  i»  'ttittd«'tieiL 
Jecjt'ig,  weakness.^  (2  Cor.  xii.  9. )  •'  -  ''f  ^'laf 
'fint  whatever  ybur  friiedds  may  do  M'fifd  }b'lih( 
£fai_  they  do  iny  thing  for  you  wh^  yt^il  %ftt^4ibll*^ 
JC^iq  they  gjye  you  any  part  of  thdr  wWfhhf  tii  iMfjf 
imit^,  jfou,  toiire  iipori  irft^e  Other  Wortd?  iMFbYt^M 
WWi^r  boi»e  %ii'  5f ^^old,  yob  must  fetli<e4«itfM 
bebmd.  '  ith^  taom^orvour'  breath  fe  tiiippiA,^f6iibt 
jfri4.!^'>ill  atl  rui^  fi-^'^oii  With  httty'^biHII.PtR^ 
M^jp  ypur^io  \)e  stifipj^  of  4)t^yotrf  ^C9^j()lMb 
;9h>Oude4,  Vnd  a^it  tip  id  t|)|  Qtld)8tii{^«Ba^pil*fe, 
.  w^ere  nch  and  po0^me^t'^^tfi%R'^^^        ^Sftiiat 


lie  enrlclies  theni^^itli  ^^ib^lls'y^^^^aiMM^dad 
;  Wowf  upo'n  iiietk'ip^M'i^^^iimSiiiiUmKt 

for  ever!*' •'"■  """'  •''^     ^'""^  '^"^  ej;^^.;.ii-oij  «»•  fassb 


is,wa^tt 


SM^m^ni}    ma.f^pfmi'ii^  ^, 


Jtn«W»i*iiy 9ci^(fitP^iofl,,?»f  Mesume  too  p'tfoff 

«ldMiV»Dcei\xUR(M) ,  t\tfi.  j^h^sifii^ns, ,  an^T  was '  fiotjiin'^ 
t»t*W«j^»fe*«Jfj^?,jgr«jr  a'WfO??^?. ,  arid'  we  havfc  claily 
V^fflMttch^  WsMitVQ^  ^b|^  ^|iQ,^tn)ost  exertions  of 
kW^«i»if^  )M|ve  pfiQ^ed ,ii)ef(^ctu.al.  But  Christ  i^ 
^  ii%ff¥iWn,  .wbosQ  pcespriptiops^  never  fait.  B^ 
^Mfeft  all  manner  of  diseases,  either  with  m^ans  or 
1lOfkout.>.  .If.  the  jcemovi^  of  sickness  would  be  best 
{(tTf'xh^ifk  g^Udi^n,,  (thrift  oxder^  afid  blesses  thtt 
iRWffM'^calls  th^W  t>9c,k  fropi  the  borders  of  tli^ 
Hmwre^  a^  8aj^  •  Eetuucn,  ye  children  of  meo  ;  r^- 
turn  to  your  st^ti^n  ija  )ife|, .  and  finish  the  wor]^ 
jgbiqii  I  jb|ivegi.v^i»ypu t,Q,da.'  ,.l(it  wpuld  be  ^est 
f<^,:tJltemM  d^JXC(Wi>  Christ  hides  the  proper  ipeans; 
^liWhicliift  the8MPe,withM4^  his  blessing;  and sa);6 
4i»  Qf0(^  ''JOlotthio^.i^c^Rndt  release  thatseryaiit  o'f  ' 
HlkippJ^^  t|»il,,w/?^l^  of'sjn-^nd.ifHTow,.  arid'imtrcjr 
4»f^^^ifffr^ti^Wfi^4^^V)^mf:%.  hjp|i0ess  jind  joy.'-^ 

lJfl«P.1»rtWy>ifjf»«!ft<()?  fHi??  W .»/  they,  can  <SuiJb 
iWi'ifX^WWmvCffli  tfipjf\lK^i,tbe^ore  ^^n^ferbus 

.^♦«^«»^m.o^.t^,l<>^,^  iPftft  .th.%  open  ^l^'")!^. ^)[^:? 
*JofS*Pfi^!%  for  ^i^/<>p4.j,\  l>u>^cai^  they\^iye 

l»»t|!i%Ittferw  ^\ifcp^l,^^^AU^^  a^soul  thafls 
dead  in  trespasses  ana  sins  r  ISTo,  they  c«tnn6t.     ojtt 

'fi^m^^t^  m^^vV^j^^r  ?-mBW^^* 


I 


with  sm:pri4,  «  j(»  th^pe  DQ.Wm,  Vh  Qite«4rf  M? 

Ihere  no  pbysicjati  tb#rp  J    VMy  ;^hep,i,9.  jjat  ;^tc!h 
health  of  the,  daughter  of  my  people  tFWfP^eMt^* 
(Jer.  viiK  9^.)    If  CbrUt^an  cure  us,  and:^^^.  I^m 
cure  us»  why  ^e  we  to  this  hour  so  4iaor4^r94  UpA. 
Iangui3fau)g  ?  -       f'\ 

y.   He  18  a  coMiani  friends  .      .      •       » 

'^  llaviqg  Joyed  bis  own  which  w€re  iq  tb^  »t^rk)i  * 
be  loved  them  to  the  end.''  (John  xiii*  U  )    .  T )ii%  is  i 
tiot   alvi'ays   the    cade     with     human    frien^^bi^.. 
Sometimes  a  trifle  shall  di8$o|ve   them  ^  an.4  thffv^i 
who  have  been  ,for  years  baai^ty  friends^  .shall  i^ 
irome  bitt^]:  eneiTiHes  t3^  one  another.     But  wbef^r 
Christ  oBiqe  ^xes  his  Joye,  he  never  whoU/.taMs  4V* 
%^ay;    his  fiffectjon  doth   Qot  change  with  th^ir  ^, 
condition:   heij^qt^  not;  look  shy  upoa  tbemr  ^b^^ 
cause  they  are  poor  and  in  distress.     Oq  tbf^ocHHl 
•♦^rj^t?^!?^  &WtW  ;tH^ir  disl^r^fis,'  the  Irtn<*wr  Ni ». 
Ii^d^^y  if  tbey  grow  careless  and  sJotU^f ;  nf  Sk^^ 
break  his  law,  and  w^lk  pot  in  bis  judgmeffMl ;  tbettit 
b^  vrWill  Tisit  tbejur  Iraqsgressions  ,with  a  rbdvadd 
t\\m  ini<mities  wi,th  stripes  5*:    h^t  even  thatliS'-.ii.i 
V^fm^Pf,  Jt^is  friprids^ip ;  it  is  that  fce. Afey  httng^lmA ». 
*^,^5fW®,.<>f%irfaHlfe  andopen  a^aytfer^tUalfoeei 
exercise  and  manifest^ion  <>f  )bi»j  Jov^iW-  ferffcwjmv' 

1^1  ff!?'^*^.^  poyr^r  DCiQoffqptioa  or^.tMififtatiM, 
h^]ifiyfj^  i^re  at  any  tiw|e  goitigoe, in  sucb^maLy  -^i 
w0i|J4,ij^e  it  disb^UKjurable  for  ClUttstiHe  lovii  aiiil^  i 
<>wh  j:bem.fpr  bi^  hedptb  npt  (jis  w^sboulfitlo  inij^  . 
lii^^i?*se|i;J^?^¥tiljrijy^  tt»«i  aDidriclahs^tliat^.M) 
"^^^P^^^^  l»iralfc|i«<  ^mk ' 


jotir  «fai?k^!^Ka»tig«:^ '  He  hod^cS  U^^fiili^'wa^f  w!^;'^ 
ttM^rns^;  ii!e  jrMkilt^d  ifad  bbasten^ttieni  ;'iabd  Wheii'  ^ 
Xkt^  iJimbie  l9ieiiiS0lVes,  aVid  suliteit,  fa^  teteii^i^;'^ 
iberii  ^rtftiotisfy ,  aiwi  toves  them  freely,  ^     : '  - 

Yea,  Chrtet'd  friendship  not  only  extends  ita^lJ?^ 
tbr6ugtf'al!  the  <*hange9  of  life,- but  alsa  througfh' ' 
jiMk  ttod  Werhity.    Eanbly  friends,  let  thfero  stiek  ' 
never  so  close,  must  part  at  death «    If  t^ey  ac^ 
'Company  us  to  the  brink  of  the  ^mv</ there  tfa^y 
tako  4h^ir  leave,  and  bid  us  d'  (ong:  farev^el:    Let 
tbem  be  never  so  well  disposed,  their  kindness  can 
teack  no  farther.    But  Christ  h  a  friend  wl)o  will 
etiek'  cfoeest  when  all  earthly  comforts  drop  off  ^ 
4**  Fof  If  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life, 
nor   atagels,'  nor    princijfmlities,    nor  powers,   nor 
lirrngs  present, 'nor  thkigs  to  come,  nor  Reigfith,  nor  ' 
depth,  nor  any  other  creature, 'sh^Il  be  able  to 
separate  us  fitimthe  love  of  God,  WMohls  til  Christ 
Jesud  our  Lord/'  i' 

The.  only  Itlnprovemeni  of  thia^  subject  shdll  be  in  ' 
the  Words  precedlDg  our  tett^^  A  man  that  hath 
IHimck^  muH'Miow  himself  friendly;*^ 
.  bif  vvi^  have  aucfh  a  fViend  as  Chrisf  hath  proved 
hfoiaelf  to  be^  iet  tts  showi  ourselves  grateful  .and 
afleeiianatel  ^  We  iiAl^e  seen  in  how  many  way^  tte 
frteotlabip  tff  Chtiat  isliiscov^M,  l^t.usrii^w  toqti^re^ 
wharth^i^  »^ifir  us  to^n^d^  to  it.    ;  '     'V  ' 

.  He'  i9Wpatliiscis>  "MiCb  us  i\i  sH  our  g^ifffe  ihd  ^ 
joys:  . Bowie  80  wit*  biitt?  i>o  We  ji^efV^  ^^^riii^a- ' 
levabove^Mr  rfiiefjqy?  Atwl  d*f  i*'e/ %5to  Wfr 
liaapts,.  jrejbioe  when  the  honour  and  ihterest  of 
Cbjrini»advance<l^'  Akid,  on  tiie  other  hand,  when 
CiHrwt;  iMItb  beov  miboiio^ii^;  by  tire  ^4^a^^^ 


•11  • 


/ 


m^\  '<lkfW^  ««lleai  Wi^  ll««it^4eMin|^(»i!>(T  ^ 

ther  the  cause  of  Christ  sink  or  swim,  so  )oigiil 
\m\^  ^H^/€dfie«^d^f<y«tt<4ltll%iftbMV>iu8ut 
!tf*t<iar^tftftyF' '•'■■'"'"  '  -1  /<'•'■'»♦«  ^-qqotb 
'  ":ft^^n  V=  Chfl^;  ti^tb  «tt'th«  4rii^mTh'bf1HteijMff(l| 

<^tei^'tfait<ie  ii  pota  df-dhiaiices ;  and  «te'^e.{i4iikilliili 
Si^ith  ordinances,  unles*  vt^  have  toAre  dP'itiHlb  <«( 
Christ's  i>resenc«r  with' th^m,'Bfad  fti^  bleMfdgf'QfMg 
l!iBftif'  'Or,  tatfrer,  haWf-  we  not,  dtf'  wry  '«f%it 
|yr^(eild^''He^^«Er  *oirdM^tt(^  t  'bnd  triien- .ji^iimdll 
k^»e&d('tinre-vHt  Dolf'6e<!A  safi^Sedwilh  lM^«t<H^ 
t>ut  caring  whether  any  thing  pass  betw^Ar"0liHlt| 
aM'oWijtfnl!^?  '"l«'fl*^<fWendfy?^  '  '  ■"  o'/I  » 
^!Piilrtheir'r"«C»fi»«',  1fke-4"t*ife  trieiid;  1«  'inMdfot 
#W, "tHotr^  abi^enf  ^  (iMd^  b6r  ciiuse  ftiD^^b^rt 

¥ggra^dtz^etit^A^«  Ate^d'teitt^aftffVif  lAtf  ?^«m 
W-**Te&ehitM*%»'  I6tfe  'to6ire'«fafli''' Wfile^/W* 
otir  ^«tfitiUt!>^'^<  Mtti>?^^iiMi,<>'ii1id  ^^^^  ^ 
Vd'%r6peK1f'  espouselffii'^ta'tid,  '^kd'stflfia  Vf^l^ 
1Ks(v{tid(«aiA«!nV'Whefi-tH@W6t<Ml  qs  <¥»faiii)^>hRl^ 
«)«tf !"  '^;^r«her;*t«'  If  ft6l^tdi^'ttMWfafaflfe  ^^SSL 
^^fe^^  «%)!<  <iuVof%iii^  -Wc^ylk '  nb«o«)<iyL 
^^ed'fH  ihWV^fes,(<W^^<m[^(^'\^'<tft^^ 
«tffe?,''^«i"«ie-'iwrld,^'&  ^"Ibr^t  ^-iW^i^afMleSffbi 
irHfEt;iydA$«?'"^;"{f  Wb 'db  -^JlA^M(9»e^fHi4^i^ 


•ulfVirimtoeA  tbioflMUSK  w^  k*^  tmea;  little  fE}i^  .^nt/^^ 


dropping  «  tear  over  a  Cbristless  iimlliUi4<)«T*! 
flfWi**' .«<V  p«y  tlwg  |WOre4.wpetcliedio£.ft  opkan, 
^fin, t^tiJie  l^th  n«(  a  fiiead  in  t^  wodd. ;  Wl^ 
«[;4«^G>fab)fti.«tttiatiQii  fBUst  that  bi( !  ^  If  ^trar-.  i^ 
I9i#oii4ki»i*no  in«n<l  to  advise  witb ;  if  ia  atiaits, 
HO  Jmitn^  to ,  aM'^y  ^^ '  if  he  be  sick,  no  friend .  t9 
1k|bfn<i^  bifftfrf-lT/luf  pity  such  a  nuo :  and,  yet,  it 
}fli|h^ff«9  MUtb.mtfry  iiiKiooverted.sQul  rnthiaafr 
^Imhjlgr.'r,  4^/C4]fi?tless  pepiaaJaalipieodjess  per^onu 
*»MJli*»  09e.t?,<;on$ttlt  or  apply  t«^iHv!?fs  9F^^ 
'f3ttlf^V(iea<  ^.-'  --;',;.-.,•■-•    .  '  :'  .  ..•••  ■..  •-. 

*  No  matter  1*  you^i^,  :»itH«iv«ir«tio4i^5er^QC/?/: 
fnlf  ft*  .*i<«»e  eQ^iigb  .iubei^tl}<|9p  «Kt|?i|Uti«s,!icu;>i)ie: 
l7#j^|>Ee6eat  ve.meeA  wit^  P|>  te^ubji^  but-Viba^  t||^ 
f.^ic^^  w«  Iwva  fsap  91^^  9nd-qamfprtj)i».ii«def^' 

«lf Dt«  wiMi  3j9f9«<|jjd^sfte  y/t>v  /iws  in,  v4«K  Mwp 
§ff^,  aadM^ka,  cryt  ij)p9p  y^  ifl ^IJU  t|ift,j^i;r«fa,0f 

'$fi^Mi:JfiP  gP  *1^tbei%,  and:  witlt.Hosr9i},|ff.,y9Wf 


J 


J 


4  IS  7A<  Chrietkn't  Friettd.       C$»m«.  9$. 

**  What  arc  ye  go#d  for  ?  You  have  alwuys  pjr^ 
^  mised  to  aasiat  me :  I  nearer  wanted  you  till  oqw ; 
^  and  now  you  are  dumb  and  ]nf((rtive»  Fool  that  { 
^  was  10.  trofit  yod  1  ^  MIser^blQ  Comforters  are  yf 

all! 1  have   heard  much  of  Christ,  what   f 

fri«hd  be  is  to  publicans  and  9iqner8 :  but  I  have 

been  such  a  bitter  cuafiOir  ^  him  all  my  life;  { 

have  so  hated  his  person,  hi|t^  hi^  people,  hate4 

his  doctrine,  hated  hie  ordinnnces,  h&ted  his  00^. 

mandments,  that  he  never  can  tal^e  no^ic^  of,(DM^^ 

a  wretch  as  I  am.— Oh  that  I  \\^d  applied  to  him 

sooner !— <*>But  there  is  no  hope  t-«-NQ !' 

This  is  «d.    But  to  have  the^  veflectim?  ilJKHi 

« ikiatibJied  ^^to  feel  ypurnelv^f  $ufi|mo||ed  to  ^ 

ba^'of  Gbd,  a^d  no  accounts,  ready,  pv.debt'  f^Ml^ 

m^  ^aoa.  made^  ■  hp  cui^e  r^mqye^j-^-fQ  ^^^ 

lively  Btsnse  of  all  this,  and  to  have  no  ffi§9^i$i^ 

commit  yoiif departing seifl  to;  no' friend  tf  vpMi( 

for  you*  to  God,  the  Judge  of  aH*-*4h%t^  that  puitt 

^W  dreadful   indeed/!*-'*i-f^Ivitt;me,b^9e^.oh  .yeu:td 

Mdk  of^t,  to  provide  for  it»  in  «ca(^n<.    PRUh  #nd 

;jlidgp(»eni:  will  oeil'tBinly  eiMie;  as  tsnre^^'ypv  mm 

now  sitliiig  before  me^  shall  you,  «r^  lw§i  atanillir 

Ibre^God ;  wid  if  Christ  be  n^ty cm itU^t^yQ^^^W 

iMd6n«^>-afi4oBe for  ever  {  <.ku^j:>  2. 

:  Wcjl,  butftistiott^orlat^yet^  <{klifoM,  be»lM4(^ 
aft  the  d«»r  eild  koocksi  /'  Stek  the  Lard ; wliffel  fuft 
ifitry'be^  iiMtni;  c^l)  upon  him.  vhfle  h^c  ifi^  WIMf^t^ 
*l  Let'thn  wicked 'forsake  his  way,  jm)r4  ^4  iWa^lM^ 
m»  flUttMs'lhoughfiB^  an4  Jet  h«m  rt^ura  uipM.  iNF 
Lewdf  «Mi  he  will  haf«*  mierey  ui«»n  hm  I'  04  t^^QOI- 
6«i^  for  ke^Will  (abui«faiitly  pp«d€«)/'     : *  i.    j n^rsiq 

•  * 
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PsAI.fI  XXV,  18*  '    » 

« 

il^VA:  upon  mine  affiiction^  and  my  p(fin^  and  forgive 

€tllmt/i$m.  

Thxsk  words  are  iiot  the  "hasty  efiVisioBS  of  a']ler- 
SGf^  desirous  only  of  ease  and '.  indolence,  biA  thejr 
^re  the  Terpen t.  prayer  of  an  eminent  belie Vef,  Whtf 
valued*  the  presence  and  favour  of  Oo'd  above  erevy 
tbitfg«  tTbetber  David  laboured  udder  any  gre^ 
hodtlg  pain  when  be  composed  this  Psalmt^  dr  mktr^ 
^er  he  speaks  only  of  the  grief  and  (>ain  of  mind  itft 
Mty  under  the  af&icting  c ire u instances :h6  wds  inj 
Is  u'ncert&ih  ;  nor  is  it  .material  to  inquire/  iThJs 
we  know,  that  he  was  exercised  with  a  varieAy  ()f 
sorrows  3nd  sufferings;  and  in  all  of  them  hie.  %ti\ 
refuge, .  a6d  his  principal  relief  was  prayer.  It  t^ 
k  common  saying,  ^^  Suif^iring  tidies  aret . seanobii^ 
^tiih^;"  apd  wetaiayadd  aiitother  say  tog  b^  j|^ .  fhat 
''^  T^mes  of  afiliqtioo  are  times  of  ditqoyeity/* .  'AC- 
'flietios  19  a.fire  tb3t  tries  evety  n^an's  loairA,'  of  tvhat 
sofit  it-i$:  wliether  it  is  hay  and  ^tiibUe^  brtgdd 
9cA  aUver^  and  precious  stomes.  k  'tried  h  aiaa^ 
'tentpfTiOi  what  sort  it  is:  whether  he  ie'  tiieel(!(a»d 
(mtient,  or  fretful  and  pasaionate.  It  triesf  a  knioW 
Mtate^  of  what  sort  it  is:  whether  he  is  yet  in  the 
gall  of  bitterness  and  the  bonds  of  iniquity,  or  ^ 


child  of  God  .nd  ^^,hmi^  f^imkmAi  "«*  of 

you  may  guess  at  the  situation  of  the  nj^tflj^^lois^^ 
^t,flf  t|ift,lips.  .j:h^,Gaf3Mi\^psi  ^j'P«WHtheiiUMi 
that  b«th.p«»  f«i^i'  ^jf  G<>d,  po.je^w».,«)fj^Iig#)|H,j^ 
no  hope  but  in  Mm  life,)  if  aiiy,<tfoiib^tf,^SWupoa 
Jlipjp^^pWMaiy  .i<  ,h?|  be  in  Mm^.^^mmrti^  Pre- 
sently all  confusion  and  uproar  within.,, ;4^:$^)||^,Af - 

^i)  uponJtlje,<K>W»^W!e  rB»?«««  ftWRijq.fiLf  eoul 
!^  .tb()mand  tim<»  mpre  troublesome  tbiBft<^My 
jW0ttii4  IB  the  flesh  can  be.  S9e  hira  coi^ifie^lft.^ 
jii^kfred;  his  body  wasting,  his  strength.  (]oc|^)«t: 
.l^ji§,ipod  doth  not  nourish,  him*  his  physic  ^^fM^qot 
..ciMi^  l^P :  b?a  feelinf^  bad,  and  his  appi^iskltM 
jS^gjfat  dfi^  inrpfse)--- Hence  he  uUet8,»9tWi|^j|lHt 
';Wg»y«  f»!woft|  bljj9phep»om,  sp^pc|ies : .».  j^^it  ^^(1 
^<4  be??  fonfmch  a«  pye,  thi^  wq\il4  qfiK^,.b%¥e 

h^ipp^^.  .  liever,  ws^»  any  <?ne  so  plague^^j^I  -^^ 

This  evil  is  ^. the  Wd  :  whjf,ahoul4;I.J»rfj^.^t>*lie 
,1^^^  Bny  Igqger?  .  If  Ae  Will  not  ^eli^vgJpf^,^no- 
'  tber  shall/    And  tb.u^,  '^  jthe  evil  man,,  o^  fiCflie 

evil  treasure  of ihis  qw^'  heart, .  briqg(^t^  .^th.  v^^il 
,tb|i»g^j  |)|j,t;tbe^<MM<  man,  out  o:' th^  go^atW»u» 
lOffJtw  hearty  .I?rinigct|i  forth  gopd,  thipga/-.i>|j«d 
. beings ptepp'ecl  with  him*  ^<  w.ple^fsed;  witj^^Siy 

thing...  j^e  is  tbsnkful  that  he  hathsopi^gy  ffl^^M^ 
.^l)9|it,b^m|  thankful, for  eyery.littl^  offifl|,pf,ji^ml. 
^^M  itH  .«j<^we,for,hiqa.j  ^hankful  ev^n,#>r  .^ 
(Y^  i*H.^^«»  ^'9  swar^  .knowing  thftti^  vf^'i 

-MbPMi>!^.^<  .(^(J..to_lay,  op  .DlHch  :bfay.ieBgRtfj*pt 

i  W  c^l^i^  ^-^J^^V:?  y¥.»8^CiP?.  M^m^p  :-miw3r» 

9«P^iWl«S4  ^>^m9k  ^H)jon,5nifte,pfit^a,3»!i4a»y 
>cP^iffi%^9^.te'yf  :»lJ.W^HV'>M>ht.iiu?  SUV  'to  bmi 


-s^l.  Thirt  a  kWl6ok  froffi-  G^'is.  v«i^  jRshiM^ 
"^to'-ufHetCon.  '  "■■'■■'   ■  ■  -  •■^-    ''•'-"••'  /  =■''  v ■••••«' 
iu^«  JLdok-updn  mine  affllctKm^Jurt  riy  piiti.^"  Tlfe 

'tifrtl^JiliifrpBhdjuiSl  «orrecri'dn.  'I^HW  fe^  dotitt 
•fifty  gokxl  miufi  desire,  th«tt  a  -kiiuiP  >)<A;  a-'gfir^l^ 
i<ifi  iketiiyy  (i  ray  6fiiglit'aiidtidnir6lri'  fHiHt'tiisM^^? 
«W6i^ftflo«r.bbvf  ibilchbef  varued  1^.  I^m  i4i%a^  fib 
iM,^^  »<  There  be  many-  thhi  s^y.Whb  Wm'8hoiis& 
l^ify :  good  ?  Ldrdi  life  thoti  :  ttp '  tlife  HgHt  df  ^1^ 
^eoantenatice  apon  me.  Thotr  basi '|>A't'gMt)^~'()a 
<  my '  b^rt,  nore  than  in  tbe  Uti^'  4^t  ^^i  ootti 
KiiAd-anaj-wtee  ItocftaBed/'  '(P^.  i^.^^J)'-  '  '  ^  '"'T 
-o.  Biif^tl'ask;  '  Whatis'iViefuded'k^  dod*s1(j&ia^g 
•  '>\kp^  6t»t  afflittioo  P''  • !  anrfwM  ^  =  ^'^  '      ^  •- ' 

J      l/ltfeitloakofapedalobS^rtaii^.'''^''   '  •    '    ' 
w: '  Loolctttg u'poh  an  obj^,;  i»  mefeHfraii  'tb^Have 
b{)>before'OU^e^b:  it  deiA>tie^ 'iftteWtioiJ,  diid  critical 


i^  thttti'them:'^— 9ina^ft'is^il't6ftsid4ti. 

.'«i*ii  FuMoF «ioTttft)rt ^n '^Qiy  of '^^♦er^it?^;  tb  'thftlk 

X«faat4heL^#1o<)kii)g-upOtt  hi.^Ue  MkVUtf1ft« 

Artnd  of  our  sufferings,  itid  d^pts  tits^  dfs^tttf4Wok8 


I 

to  our  oases.  If  we  have  ftltett  into  ny  patticiikr 
sin,  or  n^kctetl  any  pftrtkuWur  dnty;  if  Mir  aiec- 
tioDs  have  run  out  inordiDately  after  tlie  worUt 
or  if  we  have  sunk  iato  a  criarioal  latigno?  and  list* 
Jessnesa  in  spiritual  things ;  he  suits  his  voAs  ac- 
cordingly :  so  that  we  often  see  our  sin  in  our 
]punisbimnt;  and  the  reasons  of  his  proooe^ings 
are  so  obvious,  that,  though  we  smart  under  their 
severity,  we  canpot  but  acknowledge  the  wiadein^ 
the  sfoity,  and  even  the  kindness,  of  his  conduct ; 
und  that  nothing  but  this  very  affliction  wonld  hBkVt 
been  so  likely  to  rouze  and  Ireclaim  us. 
\  But,  further:  God  fooks  not  only  to  the  kind  of 
otir  ttfictim,  but  to  ttiie  degr&e,  and /Inralum  of  it 
iievft^as  a  refiner  watching  the  precious  metal  ia 
the  fnrniace,  tHtit  the  tieat  be  110  mofe  than  isdneees*  . 
sary  to  purge  the  dross  and  take  away  ^11  €be  tin ; 
and  when  that  is  done,  the  fire  is  removed,  and 
the  gold  taken  out :  so  the  Lord  looks  to  liis  peof>ie 
in  the  furnace  of  affliction,  and  narrowly  observes 
the  process,  that  it  doth  not  press  too  hard  nor  lie 
too  long.  He  knows  what  is  enough,  and  will  lay  on 
no  more  than  the  case  requires,  and  what  rnay  be  over- 
ruled for  good.  '^  There  hath  no  ten^tstion  taken 
you  but  suth  as  is  connnon  to  men:  but  God  is'^ 
faithful,  who  will  not  suffer  you  to  be  ttBipted 
above  that  ye  are  able  ;  but  will  with*  the  tempti^ 
tion  also  make  a  way  to  escape,  that  ye  may  be 
able  tobear  it."  (I  Cor.  x.  13.)  David  was  weH 
apprised  of  this,  when  he  prayed,  **  Lord,  k>ok 
upon  mine  affliction  and  my  pain.**  -  Be  doth  not 
pray  to  have  it  removed,  or  mitigated,  or  short- 
ened; he  leaves  it  to  God  to  judge  of  theae  mat- 
lers:  heonly  wishes  to  be  satisfied  that  the  Lord 


>';»«:  Itl^alook  of  fender  compassiMl  -  *»^^     •   ;'' 

^'^  ^llw  dye -and  the  flteart  have  «arieafc«mm<il»icglriba 

^rtieiJWltb  *noth^  \r\  the  hutnari  tt^itAs  r  *  My^e 

'«*f(B*t^hr  rtiy heart, '^    said  the  holy*' syApAthizirtg 

pMl^trfLani;  ftr.  51.)     So  h  is  when  the' Lord 

-AM^vpcm  his  peopfe  in  tbehr  trouble.    ^'  Ih*aJHhevr 

WflKetton  hte  watr  afflicted,  ^nd  the 'angel  of  his  pre- 

ii€fffee*«arv^  them  t  in  his  love  and  in  his  pity  he  re- 

^  'deemed  tfrem  :  and  he  bare  them,  and  carried  them 
all  the  days  of  old/*  (fsai.  Ixiri;  9.)  The  truth  of 
thi&  is  nof  to  be  questioned;  4>ut  we  find  itdffficult 
^oriietitnes  to  reconcile  it  to  our  irmperfect  way  of 
Vbinking  dud  amiog.     If  Wi^  see  a  person  whoni  we 

.. .  •deirky  lo^e  in  extretAe  misery;  we  make  haste  to  re- 
lieve hitn,  and  arfe  impatient  till  we  have  accomplish- 
ed it !  *  Md  why  should  not  the .  L6rd  do  ^o  too* 
i^re  thini,)  *  if  his  pity  alod  aflectron  be  as  re^l  ktid 
eB  great  as  is  pretended  ?•  So  foolish  are  Wei'  atld 
ignorant*  *^»Hi*  thoughts  are  not  our  thoughts.*^— 
Mercy  lb  the  creature  must  alwaysbe' in  subserviency 
-tO'th^  Creator's  glory :  if,  therefore,  we  are  left  to 
fttmggk  With  pain  arid  aHHi^tion  for  a  while,  that 

Jp^'^lW^piirfMi^feSof  Ood'may  be  more  gloriously  fulfilled, 
?>»V|ggjll  fiot  to  iMsen  our  ideas  of  his  compassion.—* 
Mm  leNre  of  Chrtst  to  Ltear us  was  not  the  less^  for 
i^tting^himianguisti  to  death,  and  lie  so  many  daysf 
lbi*«the|frave  (Johil  xi. '40)t  the  mercy  was  the 
imetdr,  ind  more^ surprising,'  whefh  it  came;  and 
tim  giory  ot  God  was  more  signally  displayed; 
ri^.  Jt'is  a' look  of  support  and  assistance. 
Jt^WitbGod,  pow«pand  compassion  go  together;  ^s 
ldb»  {>ro|iket tcrtls^  tMT:  v  For  the  eyes  Of  the  Lord  fun 
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m  Md  fro  throiigboiDi  the  ifirbol^  atrt1»}  to  sho<i^  bim-* 
self  strong  in  the  behalf  of  tfatitoL'  wbe$e  heart  i«  per* 
feet  towards  bni/'  ft  Chro4.  xvk  9.)  Whcii  the 
Lord  looks  dnrwit  from  hMVen  upoft  the  dnldren  of 
men,  and^  peicerres  any  of  his  own  in  distress,  he 
feeia  aU  the  yearnings  of  paten tal  affection,  and  ha 
puts  forth  bis  hand  to  succour  them ;  ea  God  nmd  to 
Moses :  ^^  I  havcf  surely  seen  the  affliction  of  nay 
people  .  wliiefa<  are  in  Egypt»  and.  have  beard 
cry  by  reaaoi^Of  their  task-tnastefs ;  fi>r  I  know 
sorr6iv!s',  and  I  am  come  down  ta  deKver  tbani/' 
(Ex.  >ik7v)  The  power  of  Gtid  will  not  lie  still 
wfaea  his  people. need  ita  assistance,  b%it  wiH  speedily 
iind  effectually  exert  itself  iai.  their  favxnijr:.  they 
shall  surely  have  aapport,  if  they  have  ool  irooiediate 
deliverance:  and  sufferingr  sfadl.ftfiterwaiKlsyifeki  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  rigfateonsness  to  them  that  are 
Exercised  thereby.  He  seodb  lesser  evils,,  to  preyebk 
(H*  cure  greateir ;  aiid  denies^  an  infer ioif  goodi,  to  make 
^ay  for  somethiiig  belter: 

.  Thttii  we  have  shown  what  it  is  for  God  to  *^  lo^ 
upon  our  affiliation  and  our  pain/^  Andi  here  we 
generally  stop :  if  the  Lord  will  but  grmt  Us-  ihati 
it  is  all  tv:e  ask ;.  w«  will  not  trouble  him  fi>r  uiy 
thing  more.  We  are  so  ovterjoyed  at  t^e  proa^ect  of 
returning  health  and  ease^  that  we  fi>rget  to  saj  aiiy 
thing  about  our  ^'i»;.  or^  if  we  do  mention  it,,  it  if 
with  mudb'indifibrence,  aaif  w«:hardly  cired.il^hethea 
he  did  forgive  us  or  not :  whereas,  if  we.  coosidteradl 
ttatters  rightly,  this  should,  be  thefirat  dnd  prinoipal 
thing  we  are  anxioUa  about :.  and. the  main  drift  of 
our  prayei:  should  be,~'  LonH  pity  and  pardot. .  It 
is  not  the  severity  of  the  afiLlction^  nor  the,  aogulsh 
Qf  my  wound,., that  I  complain  o&*^l,  doerye  tbai» 
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and  ft  thoasand  times  wQfBe;~bat  it  is  the  loss  of 
thy  favour  that  gives  me  the  greatest  pain ;  that  ever 
I  8b6ald  be  snob  a  nrretch  as  to  ofiend  against  thee 
in  the  mmner  I  have !  There  is  no  soundnese'  in  my 
flesh  because  of  thine  anger ;  neither  is  there  any 
rest  in  my  bones  because  of  my  sin :  only  say  thoti 
forgivest  me^  and  then  the  affliction  will  benotbingw 
I  can  bear  never  so  much  pain;  bnt  thy  displeasure 
is  more  bitter  than  death/ 

And  this  is  what  I  proposed  as  the  next  general : 

IL  That  the  sweetest  cordial  under  alftictiicm  is 
the  assurance  of  divine  foigiveness. 

With  those  who  are  at  ease,  in  the  warm  pwsuit 
or  quiet  enjoyment  ^f  the  world,  the  doctrine  of 
foigiveoess  medts  with  cold  entertainment :  but  When 
ConMience  is  awakened  by  some  sharp  affliction^ 
there  is  nothing. so  much  desired,-  nothing  so  well 
felished :  it  is  indeed  as  life  from  the  dead.  And 
no  wonder ;  for  the  pardon  of  sin  secures  from  e%^ 
treme  and  eternal  misery,  and  makes  way  for  con^^ 
sfeant  and  consummate  blessedness.  I  might,  there* 
fore,  Widiout  saying  any  thing  morei  leave  it  upoft 
the  eredit  of  David  and  the  Apoetle :  • "  Blessed  is  h€ 
wh/owt  tran^iession  is  foigiven,  and  whose  sin  ii 
covered'"  (Ps.  X9xii.  1 :)  ^^  Blessed  it  the  man  to 
whom  the  Lord' will  not  impute  sin/'  (Rom.  iv.  7.) 
But  I  would  not  quit  the  subject  without  hiAting  at 
a  r^asen  or  two  why  a  sense  of  pardon,  ascertained 
and  applied,  is  peculiarly  comfortable  in  a  tinle  of 
affliction. 

K  Because  trouble  is  very  apt  to  bring  our  sins  to 
rtfmembirance. 

Kot  that  they  who  are  most  afflicted  should  b« 
always  censured  as-  the  greatest  stnners)  or  be  sup* 

SB  S 
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posed  to  lie  under  uncommon  guilt  ;:£3r  the  Sorip^ 
ture  teaches  otherwise:  but^  in  , general,.  afflictWe 
evils  are  the  fruit  of  sin  ;'and  therefore  should  put 
us  upon  serious  reflection.  ^^  In  tbeiday  of  advert 
sity  consider/-  ^M  spake  unto  thee  in  thy  prospe* 
hty/'  says  God ;  '^  and  thou  saidst,  I  will  not  hear/' 
(Jer.  xxii.  31.)  The  noise  and  bustle  of  successful 
busineas,  or  intoxicating  pleasure,  drown  the  Foice 
of  God  and  Conscience.  At  sueb.a  time,  we  live, 
as  it  were,  constantly  abroad,  and  are  strangers  to 
what  passes  at  home.  But  when  trouble  or  sickness 
comes,  and  shuts  us  up  in  our  own  .houses,  and  we 
are  obliged  to  spend  many  hours  alone,  we  cannot 
helf>  reflecting  :  and  then  Conscience,  thftt  had 
winked  at  oar  &ults  before— or,  atl^st,  had  not 
rejHoved  us  for  them  as  it  ought««r»now  puts  us  in 
mind  of  this,  and  the  other,  and«  Q&ultitude  of  ains, 
that  we  had  committed  in  those  days  of  thoughtless 
4issipation ;  and  sets  them-  home  with  such  a  re* 
'proaching  vehemence  as  fills. us  with  shame  and 
anguish^  Joseph's  brethren,  when-  they  we^e  ac- 
cused as  spies,  and  threatened  to  be  severely  dealt 
with,  "  said  one  to  another.  We  are  verily  guilty 
concerning  our  brother,  in  that  we.  saw  th^  anguish 
of  his  soul,  wh^n  he  besqught  us,  and  we.  would 
not  bear;  therefore  is  this  I  distress^  come  upon  us" 
■  (Gen.  3{^lii.  21);  though  we.  do  not  find  that  they 
ever  had  one  relenting  thought  beiore.  So  thei  widow 
mentioned  ;ia  1  Kings  x.vii.  1.8,  when  her  sou  was 
seized  with  a  sudden  and  fatal  sickness,  ^^  said  to 
fllijah^  What  have  I  to  do  with  thie^  O  thou  aan  of 
God?  Art  thou  come  unto  me  to  cajU  my  sin  to 
remembrance,  and  to  slay  my  son  i'-  Under  a 
smarting  rod,  guilt  that  had  lain  for  weeks,  perhaps 
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for  years,  withoilt  giving  the  least  disturbance;  now 
starts  up  and  strikes  honoe. — Job,  when  his  body 
was  full  of  sores,  was  made  to  ^  possess  the  iniqui- 
ties of  his  youth:**  and  David,  in  the  tnidst  of  great 
outward  affliction,  makes  tbis  the  heaviest  part  of 
his  complaint ;  "  For  innumerable  evils  have  com- 
passed me  about ;  mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold 
upon  me,  so  that  I  9m  not  able  to  look  up :  they  are 
more  than  the  hairs  of  my  head;  therefore  my  heart 
faileth  me/'  (Ps.  xl.  IS.)  But  no  sooner  had  iie 
confessed  his  transgression  to  the  Lord^  atid  the 
Lord  had  forgiven  the  iniquity  of  his  sin,  than  pte* 
sently  he  seemed  to  be  in  another  world ;  he  was  all 
peace  and  praise :  ^*  Thou  art  my  hiding-place ;  thou 
shalt  preserve  me  from  trouble ;  thou  shalt  compass 
me  about  with  songs  of  deliverance  ....  Be  glad 
in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice,  ye  righteous;  and  shout 
for  joy,  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart."  (  Ps.  xxxii, 
7,  II.) — ^Our  Lord  well  knew  the  importance  of, 
pardon  to  a  sick  man ;  and  therefore,  when  they 
brought  to  him  one  sick  of  the  palsy  (Matt.  ix.  7i) 
the  first  thing  he  did  for  him  was  to  say,  ^\  Thy  sins 
be  forgiven  thee  :'*  and  if  he  had  done  no  more,  the 
man,  though  not  made/ whole,  would  have  been 
made  happy,  and  have  been  content  to  continue  a 
paralytic  all  his  days  :  but  Jesus,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  people,  completes  the  cure,  by  saying,  "  Rise, 
take  up  thy  bed,  and  walk." — Bodily  pain  is  easily 
borne,  when  all  is  peace  within:  "  And  the  in. 
habitant  shall  not  say,  I  am  sick : — the.  people  that 
(Iwell  therein  shall  be  forgiven  their  iniquity.'* — 
(Isai.  xxxiii.  24.) 
2.  Because  a  sense  of  pardon  will  in  great  mea^ 
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9ure  remove  all  distr^sging  fears  of  death  and  judg<» 
meot. 

There  is  something  awful  in  death,  even  when 
viewed  at  never  so  great  a  distance.  The  thoughts 
of  quitting  this^orld  entirely  ; — to  be  parted  from 
all  our  dear  relations  and  friends ;  to  be  stripped  of 
all  our  beloved  possessions  and  enjoyments;  not  to 
be  permitted  so  much  as  to  take  our  dear  bodies 
along  with  us :  and,  thus  unclothed,  to  be  sum- 
moned to  the  bar  of  God,  to  give  in  account  of  every 
thing  done  in  the  body,  and  to  receive  according  te 
what  we  have  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  whether 
it  be  evil  :-^l  say,  the  thoughts  of  this,  to  a  person 
in  full  healthy  and  when  those  important  events  are 
a  great  way  off,  fill  the  soul  with  an  holy  awe.  But 
much  more  so  when  sickness  brings  all  those  objects 
close  home  to  us,  and  tells  us  it  is  high  time  to  look 
about  us.  When  we  feel  our  flesh  wasting,  our 
strength  decaying,  and  this  earthly  house  of  our  ta- 
foerAacle  ready  to  tumble  about  us,  it  is  natural  to 
inquire — indeed,  one  cannot  help  inquiring,  with  a 
trembling  anxiety, — '  When  I  am  turned  out  of  ihis 
house,  where  shall  I  live  next?*  And  if  then,  under 
a  conviction  of  our  guilt,  we  have  no  evidence^  per- 
haps no  hope^  of  an  interest  in  an  atoning  Saviour — 
in  such  circumstances,  the  thoughts  of  dying  must 
be  terrible  indeed, — But  if  the  Lord  have  looked 
upon  our  affliction,  and  forgiven  all  our  sin,  we  are 
afraid  of  nothing:— we  can  think  of  Death  ;  we  can 
look  at  Death  ;  we  can  encounter  Death ;  we  can 
laugh  at  the  shaking  of  his  spear ;  and,  with  all  the 
holy  triumph  of  the  Apostle,  challenge  him  to  do 
bis  worst :  "  O  Death,  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  Grave, 
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where  i«  thy  victory  ?  The  stiag  of  doath  ik  ma  ; 
ftnd  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  lav :  but  thanks  he  to 
Goi,  whieh  giveth  us  the  victoiy^  throngji  our  I^orti 
Jesus  Christ.*'  ( 1  Cor,  xv.  66.) 

£veii  10  good  nen,  thene  ouiy  aometifucs  be  great 
uneasiness  ia  the  near  views  of  dofth,  for.  want  of  a 
dear  evidence  of  their  iQterest  in  the  divine  £etvour^ 
or  through  a  secret  utiwillitiga^8$  to  die  so  aoon.*^ 
See  how  it  was  even  with  David :  '*  Hear  my  prayor 
O  Lord,  and  give  ear  unto  my  cry ;  hold  not  thy 
peace  at  my  teafs :  for  I  am  a  stranger  with  tfaoe^ 
and  a  sojourner,  as  all  my  iakhers  ware.  O  spare 
me,  that  I  may  recover  strength^  before  1  go  hence 
and  be  no  more/^  (Ps.  xxxis^.  IS.j  But  if  thu 
Lord  be  pleased  to  look  upon  us,  and  astoure  us  that 
all  our  debts  are  cancelled,  and  all  our  iniquities 
forgiven ;  that  his  arms  ate  open  to  U9 ;  that 
heart  is  open  to  us ;  that  heaven  is  open  to  us ; 
plunge  fearlessly  into  Jordan,  and  shout, 

'  *'  If  sin  be  pardoned,  I'm  secure; 
Death  hath  no  sting  beside: 
The  law  gives  waiU  damning  power* 
But  Qirist  my  ransom  died.'* 

Improvement. 

1.  Let  us.  adore  the  goodness  of  God,  that  one  so 
great  and  glorious  should  bestow  a  favourable  look 
upon  any  of  our  sinful  race. 

The  Psalmist,  in  a  devout  rapture  of  praise,  tells 
us  that  God  ^^  humbklh  himself  to  behold  the  things 
that  ace  in  heaven"  (Ps.  cx'ii.  6:)  but  hotv  much 
lower  must  he  stoop  to  look  upon  stach  insignificant 
worms  as  we,  and  take  any  notice  of  what  we  do  or 
what  we  suffer-^-^especially  considering  bow  we  have 
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provoked  him  to  tufa  away  liia  fecoj  and  nevier  look 
towards  ub more!  .But  we  .Kaxe  a  tbouaaod  and  a 
thousand  proofe  upoa  reeosd?  of  hia  .^v^thfi^tcbful 
providence,  in  public  deliireraiicaa  and prjiva|»  mer- 
cies. What  would  have.l^ieQ^iM  of  qa  many  a  time, 
if  God  bad  not  keptaatrict  waticii  opo«  ofjr«eiiemie8, 
ao  as  not  to  suffer  them  to  go  too  fer ;  or  if  he  had 
Bot  found  out  a  way  to.  save  uai>  when  we  ourselves 
were  helpless^  and  hope  w«fsaa  the  giving  up  of  the 
ghost !  We  resad^  /  that,  wb^n  the  Egyptiaqa  vera 
ciose  at  the  heeUof:  the  flying  Israelites,  and  imagined 
themselves  sure  of  an  entire  and  speedy  conquest, 
V  the  Lord  looked  nhto  .^he  boat  of  the  Egyptians 
through  the  pillar  .of  fire  anfl  of  the  cipud,  and 
troubled. the.  ho^t  of  the  Egyptians,  and  took  off  their 
cbariot'wheiels,  that  tbey  drave  them,  heavily:  ao 
that  the  Egyptjcins  said.  Let  us  flee  from  the.  faqe  of 
larael;.for  the,  Lord  figliteth  for  them  against  the 
Egyptians/'  (Exod.  ^iv.  ;24^)  Apd  many  and  loany 
a  time,  when  we  sat  in  darkness,  the  Lord  hath  been 
a  light  unto  us :  \Yhen  opr  distress  wi^  great,  and 
our  danger,  increasing;  when  deep,  called  unto.de^ 
as  if  all  bis  waves  and  bis  billows  would  go  over  us  ; 
and  we  expected  nothing  but  to  be  swallowed  up 
quickly ;  the  Lord  only  looked  tbrough  the  cloud, 
and  presently  the  proud  waves  of  our  tvouble  were 
stayed,  thetide  turned,  our  fears  subsided,,  and  we 
again  found  footing  for  faith  and  hope  and  jey.^t-^f^ch 
experiences  should  make  us  join  with  the  Psainiat 
in  singing, ''  1  will  bless  the  Lord  at  all  timea :  his 
praise  shall  continually  be  in  soiy  mouthy  M^  aoul 
shall  m^e  her  boast  in  the  Lord  ;  the.  humbfe  aiiail 
hear  thereoif^  and  he  glad.  O  magnify  the  Lord  firitlii  me, 
and  let  us  exalt  his  name  together/'  (PB.xxxiv.i»-S.) 
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9.  Let  the  benefit  we  have reeei?e<i  from  the  Load's 
looking  upon  us  in/onwer  afflictions,  engage  us  to 
prajf^  and  encourage  as  to  hope^  that  he  will  now 
look  upon  us  again.  '*' 

It  is,  no  doubt,  do6th>tifg  fttid  refteshing,  to  hate 
a  number  of  friends  kind!/  caHtng  and  looking  upon 
us:  it  makes  us  in  som^  degree  foi^t  our  trouble, 
whifte  they  stay :  but  when  they  go  away,  they  leave 
us  as  full  of  ptfin  and  distress  as  they  found  us.  They 
woir/d  relieve  us  if  thev  could:  but  it  is  not  in  their 
power.  We  thank  them*  for  their  good  will,  and^ 
when  they  are  gone,  we  sigh,  and  say,  "  Miserable 
comforters- are  ye  all  !*'— And  thus,  if  all  the  world 
ware  to  sit  looking  upon  us  f from  morning  to  nig^t; 
we  should  be  never  the  i-easier.  Therefbre,  as  the 
Psalmist  says,  "  I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the 
hills,  from  whence  cometh  my  help :  my  help  cometh 
from  the  Lord,  which  made  heaven  and  earth."  (Ps. 
cxxi.  1  :}  and  pray,^'  Hide  not  thy  face  far  from 
me ;  put  not  thy  servant  away  in  anger :  thou  hast 
been  my  help  ;  leave  me  not,  neither  forsake  me,  Q 
God  of  my  salvation/*  (Ps.  xxvii.  9.) 
'  In  our  applrdation  to  creaiureSf  we  are  often  dis* 
couraged  by  the  greatness  of  the  request  we  have  to 
make.  If  it  were  only  a  trifling  sum  we  wanted  to 
beg  or  borrow  ;  or  if  it  were  only  some  Utile  matter 
we  wished  them  to  do  for  us,  and  which  they  could 
do  without  any  trouble  or  expense ;  we  should  not 
hesitate  to  ask  it :  but  when  it  is  thousands  we  want, 
or  when  the  business  we  would  put  them  upon  is 
difficult  and  hassardous,  we  are  ashamed  to  apply ; 
and  father  pine  away  in  secret  grief,^  than  burthen 
our  friends  with  our  distresses,  which  it  would  cost 
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them  so  much  to  relieve.  But,  truly,  in  our  appli- 
cations toOoD  there  is  na  room  for  any  a^cfa  scruples: 
He  is  ^  d>le  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  aU 
that  we  can  ask,  or  think ;"  and  is  best  ]4eased 
when  we  come  c^enest  and  ask  most*  The  promise 
is  ipracious  and  iinlioiited :  '*  Ask  what  ye  will,  and 
it  shall  be  done  unto  yon''  (John  xv.7) — as  if  he 
bad  said,  Ask  that  your  sins  may  be  blotted  <Hit ; 
and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you :  Ask  that  your  na* 
tures  may  be  renewed ;  and  it  shall  be  done  unto 
you  :  Ask  that  the  Spirit  may  be  sent  down,  to  abide 
with  you  for  ev^,  as  a  guide  and  a  comforter ;  and 
it  shall  be  done  unto  you :  Ask  that  my  Son  may  be 
made  unto  you  wisdom  and  righteousness,  aaoctifi* 
eation  and  redemption ;  and  it  shall  be  done  unto 
yoa.>-"  ■■  Q  Christians!  when  you  baT«  been  ac- 
customed to  ask  such  great  things  as  these,  you  will 
make  no  difficulty  of  asking  for  one  kind  Idok.  You 
will  go  boldly  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  and  pray,^^ 
Lett),  kM>k  upon  my  affliction  and  my  pain*  I  do 
not  presume  to  a^  that  thou  wouldst  immediately 
remove  my  affliction,  or  ease  my  pain;  for  I  know 
not  whether  either  of  these  would  be  prc^r  for 
ibee  to  grant,  or  for.  me  to  have :  only  voucbaafe 
to  look  upon  it :  let  me  only  have  the  satisfaction 
to  know  that  thou  takest  notice  of  what  is  laid  npon 
me,  that  my  groaniii^  is  not  hid  from  thee ;  and 
then  i  shall  be  easy  as  to  all  the  rest.  If  the  iai* 
mediate  removal  of  this  affliction  would  be  best,  I 
do  not  doubt  but  it  will  be  removed  :  but  if  the 
continuance,  or  even  the  increase^  of  it  would  be 
best — behold,  here  I  am ;  let  Him  do  as  seemeth 
him  good.    1  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments 
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*  are  right,  and  th&t  tboti  in  faitbftilne9S  hast  afflicted 
^  me.     I  wak  for  the  Lord :  my  soul  doth  wait:  and 

•  in  his  word  do  Ibope/ 

3.  If  a  kind  k>ok  from  God  be  so  comfortable, 
what  ttiust  "heaven  bte  !*i*-         • 

When  these  Tile  bodies  shall  be  changed  and 
fashioned  like  unto  Christ^  own  glorious  body; — 
when  this  corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,  and 
this  mortal  shall  pQt  on  immortaliCy  ;  and  there  shall 
be  no  more  sorrow,  nor  death,  nor  crying,  nor  pain; 
-^wben,  instead  of  a  kind  look  now  and  then^  he  will, 
in  the  highest  sense  of  the  wonk,  set  us  before  his 
face  for  ever: — and  when  those  that  come  thither  out 
of  great  trtbul^tfon  shall  shine  with  peculiar  lustre; 
**  Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and 
serve  him  day  and  ni^ht  in  bis  temple  :  ^nd  he  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throne  shall  dwell  among  them.*-^ 
They  shall  hunger  no  more,  nelther^thim  any  more ; 
neither  shall  the  sun  light -on  them;  nor  any  heat: 
for  the  Lamb,  ^Meh  i^  in  the  midst  of  the  tbnooe, 
shall  feed  thevn,  and  shall  lead  them  to  liriog  foun- 
tains 6f  waters  r  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears 
from  thfeir  eyesf^  (Hev.  vii.  15.)—*'  Wherefore, 
comfort  one  another  with  these  words/^ 
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SERMON  XXV. 


CHRIST    A    COVEIIT    FRdll   EVERY   STORM* 


Isaiah  xxxii.  9. 

And  a  man  shall  he  as  an  hiding-place  from  the  wind, 

and  a  covert  from  the  tempest. 

Shall  he  so?  Is  there  a  mai^ — (who  or  where 
he  is,  we  do  not  now  inquire) — is  there  a  roan  who 
can  shelter  us  from  trouble  ;  and,  in  spite  of  dangers, 
death,  and  devils^  will  undertake  to  guide  and 
guard  us  safe  to  heaven? — Then,  we  will  not  be 
afraid  of  evil  tidings.  Then,  let  the  rain  descend  as 
soon  as  it  will ;  and  the  winds  blow  as  hard  as  thej 
will  ;  tind  the  floods  come,  and  beat  as  furiously  as 
they  will :  none  of  these  things  move  us :  we  have 
now  an  anchor  to  our  souls  sure  and  stedfast,  enter- 
ing into  that  within  the  vail. 

There  are  some  storms  against  which  nothing  in 
the  world  can  defend  you :  all  creature  depen- 
dencies fail,  and  leave  you  exposed  to  the  fury  of 
the  tempest,  after  all  that  you  can  do  yourselves, 
or  friends  can  do  for  you  ;  and  if  you  have  nothings 
better  to  depend  upon  in  the  day  of  visttation,  you 
will  find,  to  your  confusion  and  cost,  that  you  have 
been  trusting  to  a  broken  reed,  that  will  not  merely 
not  support  you,  but  will  pierce  and  sorely  wound 
the  hand  that  l^ans  upon  it, — It  is  a  troublesome 
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world  we  live  in  j  and  matiy  a  storm  we  musr  ex- 
pect to  pass  through,  if  we  «tay  any  time  In  it  ;— 
and  no  wonder,  when  we  considjcr  how  full  the  world 
is  of  wicked  men,  and  how  wicked  we  oursdives 
haVebeen,  and  are«*-^Well,  let  tbe  world  be  never 
so  wicked  and  tempestuous,  I  am  now  sent  to  in- 
form you  of  a  refuge,  swllible  and  sufficient  for 
eviery  distress  and  danger : .  >'  And  a  m^n' shall,  be  -qs 
an  hiding-place  from  (he  wind,  and  a  covert' from 
the  tempest." 

*  A  maa!  (you  cry^  with  Risible  disappointment*) 
^  Is  all  your  boasted  refuge  come  to  this? — A  man! 
^  What  can  a  man  do^— what  can  all  the  men  in  the 

•  world  do,  to  screen  me  from  trouble,  or  support 

*  me  in  it  ? — Ah  1 .  if  you  can  tell  me  of  nothing  bet- 

•  ter  than  a  man,  there  is  no  hope  V  No«! — A  much 
^  less  storm  than  this  before  me,  would  crush  me 

•  to  atoms.-i— f*-A  man  my  hiding-place !  "You  do 
^  but  mock  my  woe*     If  you  had  told  me  of  Michael 

*  the  Archangel ;  or  if  you  could  have  assured 
^  itoe,  and  convinced  OKt,  that  twelve  legions^  or  dne 
^  legion,  of  angels,  that  excel  in  strength,  wonkl 
'be. instantly  dispatched  for  my  relief;  that  would 

*  have  been  85mething«  But  to  bid  me  be  easy,  and 
^  fear  nothing ;  and  then  tell  me  of  a  titan  that  will 
'undertake  to  secure  me!  How  can  you  expect 
« that  P    ■  ^ — 

Not  80  £asti:  I  did  s^y^ ''  A  man  shall  be  a  hiding* 
place  fcota  the  wind;"  and  I  say  it  again:  and 
when  you  come  to  know  who  this  man  is,  you  will 
bevsatisfied  I  could  not  have  directed  you  better ; 
and  that  it  is  the  same  as  if  I  had  said,  *'  Turn  ye 
to  the  Str^ng.hoidj  ye  prisoners  of  hope/*— Know, 
the%  that  the  mah  jbere  alluded  to  is  no  other  than 
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the  ^'; Man  ChriH  Je9U9'*^-*im Bttm9  m i»  cvHed  the 
*^  Spn  of  mrnm^'-^mjich  a-flMli  a#  naTiftf  before  wn 
heard  of.  When  b«i  btrlh  wae  fiftteteld^  it  vrari  m 
thete^vrerck;  '^  Bielinid^  ai^viigin  abtH  ceofeeive^  aod 
beftf  A  'Sdiy  and  aliatt  caU-  kts  nafl»e'  imnasMitei"^i«i- 
(^*  wkiisfa,  being  inflt^rpietedy  19  God  wifeli  te'') :  and^ 
^^  For  iiBtoi  ii4  a  doiild  Wr  barn,  unto  us  a  son  h$ 
giYed,  •  and  tbe  government  9kaU  be  OfAiii  im 
ihoulder;  and  his  naoie  sbaN  be  called  Wonderfiil, 
Counsellor^The  mighty  God,  The  everlasting  Father, 
The  Prince  of  Peace."  ( laai.  yiiv  M-,  and  \jt.  6.) 
A  man  in  whom  dwelt  all  ^^  ^e  tineas  of  the  God' 
head  bodily/' 

"  This  is  thi^  Mian,  tV  exalted  Bifen, 
"Whom  ^e,  uoMen,  adore : 
iBvt.wheli  <mr  e^ofbeheld  Ut  fafc^ 
Oar  Iiearta  shall  love  hioi^  more." 

.  Now,  thein,  I  hope  your  feara  are  a  UMle  eabsided; 
and  you  begin  to  thinb,.  that,  if  you  are  ibvnd  in 
Chfftat,  no  storms  can  'hurt  you.  And  now  I  m^y 
e»ter  upon  the  subject :  where  dl  that  I  propose  ia, 
lo  mention  a  few  of  the  prindipai  storma  we  iiiuaC 
Mpect  to  pass  through,  atkd  show,  aa  we  go  along. 
What  a.  blessed- covert  Christ  is  in  all  of  them*  And 
here  I  m^an  not  to  confine  mysdf  to  tiiose'tempoial 
judgments  which  have  been  so  long  hovering  over 
us — though  we  shall  find  that  in-Mcae,  Christ  is  llle 
only  ark  to  save  us,  when  the  world  around  us  are 
drowning.  There  are  Hher  trials,  greater  and  moi^ 
distressing  than  either  famine,  pestilence,  or  sword, 
and  in  which  no  creature  can  affbtd  u&  the  help  we 
want.   '  For  instance : 

L  Deep  convictions* 

I  coulU  almost  venture  to  say,  tint  ycm  ali^kiiow 


SSRif .  95.]    CM$i  «  CmmrkJk^i^^f^y'St^rm     Ml 

MlneilHaf  about  covvictiote.    It  is  iikipoiMble;  one 
would  imagine,  that,  bayiQgsat.so  long  under  .tke 
GiMpe}#    y^m  i»bOttld  ii«fer  haVe  beeb  untasgr* — 
What !  wem^  yM>a  nev^r ;  altirmed  with  %  aMsei  of 
guilt  aoii  4.  feiur  of  dmtMAtioB  i    Didj  eotiscitece 
Bgver  tell  yom  tbat  jwrti  .mmna  sioners ;  and  did  tbtt 
woird  ef  God  never  Ictt. you ^  that,  theii»  you  werd 
«;ikiMreii  of  wixth^  and.coQdenmed  already ?-^Ye8j 
yea:  you  h9v0  bfMl  coilrr<i4:tiiM6,  thoagH  you  boon 
fauad moaiiB  to  drive  (hem  avay  again:  abd  many 
4)fyott  know  1^  ezperiaiic^.  the  trutM  jd£  wkat  the 
WlaeMaA  said  i  *^  Theiafiiift  of  a.  man  wflt  aiiatain 
kia  inftrmity  ;  hut  a .  wbunded  spirit  wjio  can  bear  ?V 
(Pmir.  2cviii.:l4i)!    The  A poskfo  compares  it  to  the 
pMiga  of  dealli  r  '^.For  I  was^alive  withoot  the  law 
Ofibe:  but  wheni  the  oomtoandnBani:  eame,  sin  re-i 
vived,  andil  died/'  (Rom.^B;  P^^^Atitst^perhapa, 
it  is  only  stjooie  one  particakr  sin, .  tfant  lies  lidte^a 
taouatattt  bf  kad  upon  thd  eonseience;  smd  like  a 
apectre  baunba^  us;  wherenrer  we*  go ;  so  that;   lopk 
which  wby  wewill,  oar  sin  is' ever  l^fom  us:. and 
)t aeema  tdo.^eet  for  the  meroy  of  God  lo  forgive,  oi 
the. merita oott 'Chtist  to  atone  for;  and  too  deeply 
looted  iri  our  nature  enn  for  Omnipotences  to  pluofc 
up.     But  after  a  while  we  look  beyond  this  one:sin9 
and  see  many*dthcis>.  that  we  had  never  heeded  be- 
fine  :  we  see  Bin  in  :almost  emery  thought,  word,  and 
action  :  and  old.vinsy  arising  to  remembrance,  seem 
aa  if  tfac^  had.bbea  eommitted  but  an   hour  ago ; 
while  the  Wounds .fermeriy  made  by  them  bleed  and 
amart  afrealiw    At  iength  we  perceived  that  cOr  very 
natm-A  is'.oornnpt;  that  bur  heart  is  a  fountain  of 
sin.;  that  the  whole  head  is  sick,  and   the  whole 
fatatt  faint;  and  that  even.th^a  mind  and  eonsoience 


« 
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are'  c(^l€#<!l-^  'sbort,  ^tinV'we  ^i^e  id<^iK>wiy 
fortned/afH^'r84n^d.       '  ./>  .     .»»         ••*  ■  lu  •!£  Uti ' 

In'  ehi^Hfeddftfl  ^tadtion  we  look  mjSkfUfHY^^ 
there  w*  see  dr  h(rfy  Gbd,  a  jurt  Go#,  «t»^  ***Wf 
God,    We  turn  aWay  titfWglkted,   MA  look  iIm*2 
wartb;  amd  them* we  «ee  a  tMiftt<Mile8»"f  it,  a -HAM 
burning  witir'fite  dnd 'brimstbn^, .  and  all  the  fiaiAfb^ 
terrors  x>f  divine  vengeance  J   We  start  baek  4ralft 
the  frightful  sceiie,   and*  look  inmard,  to  slte^lf  ^M 
canrfind  any  ground  for  consolation*  there  ;<''AlMf' 
alafi^  withm  is  guilt  and  gloom;  :  The  outcries  ffM' 
agonies  of  the  soul  heteirpon*  are  beyond  deetrlft^' 
tion.    Yon  may  form  soine  idea  :of  them,  from  wltel 
the  Psalmist  expresses  of  his  feelings:.  *^0  Ltfffd^ 
rebuke  me  not  in  thy  wrath;  neitbtoebeiiteD'tte' 
in  thy  hot  displeasure:  for  thine  arrows  ^tick  fttt 
in  m^,  and  thy  hand  presseth  me  sore.     There  is  no 
soundness   in   my  .flesh    because  of  thine 'angefV* 
neither,  is  there  any  rest  in  ray.  bonfes  foecaAie  itff 
iijiy  sip.     For  mine  inif^uities  are  gone  ovet  tny/ 
head:  as  an  heavy  burthen,  they  are  too  heairy for 
me.     My  wounds  stink,  and  ate. corrupt,  beea«n^^^ 
my  foolishness.    I  am  troubled ;  I  am  bowed  dcwif 
greatly;  I  go  mourning  all  the  day  long.**  (Paahn' 
xxxviii.  I.)  .  *     •     '  -'      -'"' 

This  is  the  first  tempest  we  meet  with  ;  ahd^it'taJU 
rible  tempest  it  is :  and  wherever  it  rages,  the  p<k^ 
distressed  soul  must  needs  fly  somewhere^for  slkeltlfif 
—Some,  unhappily,  attempt  to  ext^nuate^fatfr'gMif 
end  so  to  reason  themselves  out  ot  fheirjfoalM^fetf; 
as  they  cafl  it:  'Why  art  thoo  cart  dovm/  O^tOf 
'  sbul;   and  why  so  disquieted  withtniii^-*  Lilfi 

*  sinned;  it  is  true-^wlft)  hath  not  >--*tit'  I  aA^ttll 

*  so  great  a  siooer  -as.8ucb»an'  one»  and  Hxii^iSShiiil 


I 
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*mkI  hm^  that  I  could,  lamtioo,  v  wiM>  y^i  never 
'  bad  an  uneasy  thought  about  it.  t*be  faults  .  that 
^  i  have  been  principaQy  addicted  tp^  are^  triflet  not 

*  worth  takiqgp  notice  of^  in  coaqpAiiaon  of.  ivhat  I 

*  8e«  (j^ily  committed  by  oitiMra^  Theie.  is  no  occa- 
^aion,  thfuefon,.  lor  aueh  a.|^evoua  Jamentation. 
'  I  have  been  £iulty — I  oon&aa  it,  and  am  Qorry  for 

*  it ;  and  will  be  moce  circumspect  for  the  future : 

*  and  that  is  enough/— No,  my  friends,  it  is  not 
enough.  Conscience  may  be  stupified  by  such  ar- 
guments; but  it  is  not  satisfied.  If  your  house 
were  gone  to  decay,  and  you  ev^ry  moment  expect- 
ed the  roof  to  faU  in  andibury.you  in  its  ruins; 
suppose^  that,  instead  of  getting  out  as  fast  as  you 
could,  you  were  to  take  a  dose  of  opium,  and  com- 
pose yourselves  to  sleep :-— you  are  no  longer  sen- 
sible of  danger,  to  be  sure ;  but  are  you  at  all  the 
safer  ?  Quite  the  contrary.  Why,  so  it  is  in  the 
case  before  us :-— you  may  lull  conscience  to  sleep 
by  such  palliations  and  promises;  but  it  will  wake 
^in,  and  rage  with  double  fury. 

Look  at  that  poor  penitent :  how  be  labours,  and  is 
heavy  laden !  Hark !  how  piteously  he  bemoans 
himself!—*  Oh  these  cursed  sins  of  mine !   to  what 

*  wretchedness  have  they  brought  me !  These  are 
-  the  sins  that  have  ruined  my.  soul,   and  displeased 

*  and  dishonoured  God ; — these  are    the  sins   that 

*  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory  afresh ;    have 

*  grieved  and  (for  aught  I  know)  have  quenched, 
'the  Holy  Spirit; — these  are  the  sins  that  have 
^  broken  my  peace>  and  rofal>ed  me  of  my  chief 
'glory»  and  rendered  me  loathsome  to  God  and 
'  myself.  I  am  afraid  to  Igok.  up,  to  Ajm,  and  I  am 
*>iihnw>d  Chat  he  sbonld  look  down  on  me— But  I 
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^Momofs  pseMiif  faisseonig:  me  r^  ba  \qfiH»  iq^ througb 

•  at  a^glnuce.  of .  hU  all  peae^witiDg,  ^ye.  He  i» 
^  ^tter  than  loy  -hwct,^  and  knp^^etb  all  tbingB. 
^.My«  &8li4reiidi>le^  fojr  Se^r  of.  him,  aad  I  am  afraid 
^  0f  lua-Ju<%meAt8wT**0  vcetehed  man  that  I  amt 
^w^boahall  deliver  me  ?^-— I  will  teH  you  wbpr 
ik4  Man  Ckn$t  Juus.  Hi^^aame  points  him  out  a» 
fhe  most  proper  refiige  of  guilty,  helUdeeervingv 
fteU-expdtting  craatures.  **  And  ahe  shall  briag 
forthaaoA,  and'  thou  abidt  call  his  name  Jesus; 
for  he  shall  save  bis  people  from  their  sias/'  (Matt 
i.  SI.)  And  the  Apostle  tells  us»  ''  And  the  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ,  bis  Sou,  cleaoaethAis  from  all  sin."^ 
( I  John  i.  7.)  That  ptecious  blood  hath  made  satis- 
faction  to  divine  Justice  fiwr  every  aiq  of  ^veiy 
penit^nll  believer :  and  if  you  are  such^  yoffr  sips, 
numerous  and  heinous  as  they  are,  shall,  be  like  a 
debt  cancelled,  whi«:h  can  never  be  demanded  qaore; 
,6r  a  stain  washed  out, .  which  can  never  b^,  |Md 
fttofe.  **  la  those  dajFS,  and  ia  thattimep  sa^the 
!^ord,  the  iniquity  of  Israel  shall. b^.  squgi^  for^ 
And  there  shall  be  none ;  and  the  sins  of  Judah^  and 
they  shall  not  be  fbumd :  fdr  I  will  pardon  thsse 
whom  I  reserve/*  (Jen  i*^  20.)  Thiii  is  a  .  ,wjyr  of 
pardoning  peculiar  to  himself;  aqd  f be  prjoplielit  ia 
the  contemplation  of  it,  cries  out,  iir,  g^efol  i^to* 
nisfamentv  ^  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  tbee^.  tb(at  jpr- 
doneth  iniquity^  and  pMseth  by  the  j^rsns§piQ6«i^  of 
thjB  remnant  of  hia  heritage  ?'*  (M.iva|i.Kii«.i9t)-. 

«  Troe/  cfjw .  the  humble^  brpk^p^ffif fj^  .p^m- 
tentt  '  MiB  Uotttth  out  my  tiafnsgn^i^ifis  *^^^^  tfjmt 
^is  ^  mercy,  ftr  which  I  cab  j«v<^;be^  iffW^ul 

*  ;eii^u^h^but  Wbo  WiUi  iiftet«fr^.iiie  t^jfirt^HV J", ^ivpre 
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^  he  lias  reasfOTi  fbr  it :    I  wonder  he  hath  borne  with 

*  ink  so  long:  any  but  himselF  woftW  long  ag6 
"*  have  made  my  plagues  wonderful ;— but  I '  cannot 

*  expect  that  he  will  always  be  a  silent  spectator  of 
^  my  rebellioiL  He  will  whet  his  glittering  sword, 
^  and  his  hand  will  take  hold  on  vengeance ;  and  then, 
*0  wretched  man   that  I   am^    who   shall  deliver 

<ine?'^ -I  will   tell  you   who:     thg  Man  Chri$t 

•Jesus.  He  hath  trodden  the  wine-press  of  his 
Father*s  wrath  ;  and  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of 
♦he  law,  by  being  made  a  curse  for  us.  When 
God,  in  awful  displeasure,  was  about  to  execute  the 
fierceness  of  his  anger,  this  Man,  that  was  His  *^  fel- 
low*'— and  (strange  to  tell !)  that  was  our  fellow  too 
: — this  good  Man,  this  best  of  men^  stepped  between 
us  and  a  consuming   fire  ;    as  if  he  should  say, 

*  Holy  Father,  spare  them,  and  smite  me/  And  so 
indeed  he  did.  '^  Awake,  O  sword^  against  my 
Shepherd,  and  against  the  man  that  is  my  fellow, 
«aith  the  Lord  of  hosts/'  (Zech.  xiii.  70  *^  Surely 
be  hath  borne  our  griefe,  and  carried  our  sorrows ; 
yet  we  did  esteem  him  stricken,  smitten  of  God, 
and  afflicted.  But  he  was  wounded  for  our  trang^ 
gpressionsy  and  bruised  for  our  iniquities  ....  It 
pfeased  the  Lord  to  bruise  him ;  he  hath  put  him  to 
grief."  (laai.  liii.4,  5,  10.}     So  that  the  dreadful 

^orm  of  God's   wrath  spent  itself  entirely  on  the 
nan  Christ  Jesus.— If  you  see  a  thunder-storm  ga- 
thering, and  have-  time  to  get  to  a  castle,  or  some 
other  firm  building,  you  do  not  heed  the  tattling 
tediptet  Without:  let  it  bloWj   fet  it  rain,    let   it 
'ti^mider,  you  art  dry  and  srfe  and  easy.     So  it  is 
'Wi^  the  soul,  wbenJt  betakes   itself  to   Christ: 
*'*-  Ndw^*^ 'it  iaay  say,  ^  f  am  afraid  of  toothing :  **  There 
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"  Mr  Advocate  appears  . 

I'l  V    f  or  my  defBiice  6d  high : 

..r»        ,- Not  all  tM  bell  oral  0  am  W,      ...  •     , 

Shall  turn  his  heart,  lus  loYey.away." 

'^7but  all):M8-^I  hope  some  of  yoa  rej^^ee^  to' 
Md>-4fwtMit  a  ceiBfortable  and-ssfis  hfding^plne^^ 
G^iiiie^isi^ in^the  tempesteoua  aeaaoii  of  ocm^iotfonsl 
Afliri  MCottierBi  ii^ore  'iiDtkinf  .ttore  to  refcoittmekiAt 
fanaj  4(lpis.Wo(ild*be'4noagh  to  ^igage  your  apaedy 
cfafliae  of/Jhti%r  and  tfaankfiil  applicMion  tO' bkn; 
Boti  MiemitfaiBisftonB  *»  bappity  blowa  over*  tksith' 
afo-nMsy  (itbnr^ii^lQiteriiig  wiMbr^  and  ftuioan  tMP^^ 
p^ttta^  //that  jri3Ui  imaat  bx  pact  to  meat  - rwiiih. '  fthi^ 
nfesdb  I^afarill  padtiod  16)' ^'  •  ^^-^  k:.  •:jKfr*»>' 

1  Saiah  iaiialwayb  sfei  adv^raaryv  ^diad  ^tk^  aoifi&lf^ 
ak^iiybbdn  ttangerr  bU«^  tbara  *are  aoiilai^pailfcailM<' 
seii^aluitvtieii  the  Am^tn  iattioie  ittia(ledUlfabnd^{lA»M 
iag.ir>il«  iiiMupau«4i  aaeaaon  thattha  Apostte  ^telMh^ 
t9i«ahWi»te  Mkiidv'  ''>Wb«f«lbre4x4[^'tGnyotirMl#eiPdN3 
wimie  anibiwof  <jod,< fbfitt  y^/mt^ite  abte^M  ^tttHhoi 
atoiidiofitha<avAdttyL''  (Epbvi^i«i«8.  >^  Sttn^fiilM^^ 
liketwoMserpaat,  batteth  in  in^Kri^t  t4  dttteiM ;  nwi 
ofbffflinffsaf/liketaroariftgf'Hon^  ba^^aaek^vK  ti¥4is^ 
v^  t'bmmbkk^vei  wajr  i«  is^^tte  piiatfM'hii^tetAf4> 
tffftdftabwitbfmuth  fioteifeca  bod  a«MMdiiiiy,^^tqtbds 


pottt,  tmttbliag  -IfeKcnf^r-  is  wady  '«d*' c^^'dtl^'^ifi. 
despkiity  «'i "shall  one  d«f  perish  hy-  iki^'l^^  ^ 
*  >S*tati. '  I  «ev%ti  «iMi  b*ld  out  «|;iinst-«ueh  fi^tfd^f 
*^iid^fieroe!«ttiofcB.    NcfVer«ras'myone»'8btMnik«ed.- 
*lt  sigdificv'  taolMiig'fti^  rMist  atiy  lot^i^Qn 
*-  wretched  man  that  I  am  !  who  shall  deliver  iMl^ 
-— 1  will  tell  you   who:    the  M^n;Ck^^  Jews. 
He  will  1)6  a  covert  from  i\kh  tempest  |oo :  '*  Eor/' 
says  the  Apostle,    *Vw«  have  not  an  "high  priest 
which  cannot  be  toudied  with  the  ii*eling  of  our 
JRfirroities ;  butwa9in  alt  points  tempted  like  as  we 
are,  yet  without  sin.^  (Ueb.  iv.  1J«)  He  encountered 
the  pawemof  d8rkiieas9.ftiid  cnrpraamolbtm;  ^aodlbd 
otj^i.vity*  eapiti^e^— IC  we  Were  to  we  a  Kod /io-tbatf 
stffaet  tbfoiigh.wiliieh wt  were tfrpflssi^  wie sbovM iat> 
iiMt^ail^  bet  greatly 'slK^okcyi^  amd  noMiiog^Mould  l^efi 
n^r^Mmmrd^  but  listen  we  tome  lo  kiiblr  ^Ihal  Itfae  Ikoai 
imnkawf^y  %yM  be.cateol;. movB{ft  s^ibub  w^hAy 
kfi^Hsr  pl0Mea^w6  take  qeiiragey  iaoAgoitai(wiith0otI 
b^iiiatieft  <n^  fisaCw    Si^  it  As,  in ;  the  if^ressbt  cuwrc-^^M 
thu lleril Mme^ines  cornea f.doWD'da';graaiti)w|nBri^i 
and  makes  such  an  onset  witii  btafieny  idailsj  nbotai 
we. are  ready  to  think  it  impoaaible  ilo^  MSMt.i^r 
eiP^H^)^.  ^t  wbetr^we  came  »ito  hmn  thai;  ^Ghv&t 
biMfc^mm|ueied?  '^Pealbi:  aidihim.:jkfatftnhad/«W^ 
PQfKM  o£  deaths: >lkiBMiir  11^  rtfae  I^mil  ^7  t  audi  'tholnflM^ 
iMkrOQW  llO'fk9l^^iial<.«llt^^»ii8t  4is^>  biftt/  wliat  iai 
giiV&i^  btm^  tfrcpr  *ab0««e^$i  lh<»^  ^6>  r^awt  cat^dally; 
inni^  &i|t^i)  dkd^iiiw^  fbfkx>diie^.iftereidilMiB  '4xNiw 
qyMi»Kfe  niteougbdttiii  ibut  l^th '  Idm^  w  ^  >  ]  jtbenf)  ms^. 
tiuFn.4o.^^Mt  |^ref3ik^i8»MprMifo)M  .te&|)9«*dDaet<iilti 
ag9in9i  $Ki»^>  iietaiiv  the  i Worlds  wd^'ivprynwenlyb 

si^Of pt||t»r,]^VMMp  tod  1; tooif  ctkeBHiJMidaAbfiy ' 
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follow  me :    and  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life;   aiKl 
they  shall  never  perish,    neither  shall  any  ptuclc 
them  out  of  my  hand.      My  Father,  which  gave 
them  me,  is  greater  than  all;'  and  none  isi  able  to 
pluck  them  out  of  my  FuthSr's  hand.*'  (John  x.  27-)' 
^r-iVoK?,  if  Satan  rage,  atid  sin  groir  strong,  we  <i(e 
not  at  all  dismayed  :    "for,"  as  the  Apostle  sbidbe*- 
fore  us;  *'  I  know^  in  whom  I  have  believed,  -andam 
persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  what  I  have  coito* 
mitted  to  him  against  that  day**  fs  Tim.  i.  12)-iHBRi 
if  he  had  said.  If  the  devil  can  conquer  Clitist,  ail4 
pluck  him  from  his  throne  in  heaven,  then  I  shiiH 
think  myself  in  dang^;  but  till  then,  I  bid  tletance 
to  all  his  power  and  malice :    th&  great  CdpCfttn   of 
my  ^^Ivation   MW    broise   SatM    und^r  Aiy   fbA 
shortly,  and  deliver  me,  tiot  only  ftoiA  dang€r,  but 
from  my  fears  too* 

Great  eBcouragement  this  to  tempted  Christiims) 
You    have  a  ft-iend  iii   hettv6n,    who  ever  IhMb, 
making  intercession  for  yoti.     While  yotf  are  ftfrti]^ 
gling  belowj   Christ  is  prayitig  fo^  ybu  above.    Tte 
storm  is  gathering  sbmetiniies  a  great  While  befotte^^lt 
fails ;  but  we  think  nothing  of  it,  and  go  do'  iflritt 
thoughtless  and  secure,  till  it  darts  bv^r  bur  Head 
and  surprii^s  us' at  a  disadvantage;  and  tllt^  cq»B> 
quences  would  be  fatal,  ifour  ever-Wbt^JhfutGlialfiliin 
did  not  foresee  the  intended  tnischief,  ai)4  <ii>nDlet* 
work  th^  designs  bf  our  ehetny :    <<  Atid  4he  LMd 
said^   Sitton,  SifaioM,   SiataY)  hath-tieUred  to  Imtb 
ydu,  that  be  may  sift  y6a  as  Wheat:    biM  I  hive 
prayfed  fbr  thee,  thttt  thy  fartti  fafil  liote^     (Liike 
xirri.  31.)  ^  • 

5.  Heavy  afflictiohs. 
Many  are  the  afflictions  of  th^  righteous,    per* 


ftojial,  family^  aiijd  .put^lic.     ^p^c^iin^s  God  visits 
tbaro  wijLbopfs,  $om§tiiQje6  ^^tb  anqthei^,;  aacjlsom^' 
>tiiiiQ8  they  4:oaie  i^tpg^t^er,  ^n^  ^br^a^tefl.  19,  **  o veif- 
^turn,  overturoi  overturn/'  ;tiH  ^hey.  baye  jipt  jeft 
'One  eartfafly  comfort  upoa  anptb^r  that  ehall;  DC|t  i^ 
•thrown  down.-^|n  such  trials,  what  have  the  geno- 
^ity  to  trust  to  ?     Why,  if  it  be   bodily  sickness 
they  areirisited  with,  they  trust  i;o  the  pbysioiaa: 
*  Oh,  he  is  ooe  of  the  moat  akiiful  men  of  his  pro- 
ieasioD :    I  can  safely  trust  my  life  io   his  hands* 
He  IS  particotaxly  famous  for  this .  disorder  under 
which  I  now  labour;    and  I  do  not  .doubt  but  h^ 
^iU  cute  me/    Id  other  trials,  they  say  unto  gold* 
-^  Tbon:  art  my  hope;    and  to  fine^ld,    Thpu   art 
my  cenideffce :  let  what  will  happen^  so  1oq|^  as  I 
liave  money  I  do  not  fear  buying  vComfort/     In   the 
prospect  -of  national  calamities,  they  trust  to  their 
(fleets and  armies:   -^  So^naoy  ebips  h«re~4o  m^njr 
^here^^be  enecay  dare  net  inVade  41s  T  JSxperience» 
4leaiwbonght  experience,  hath  often  proved  all  these 
te  be  refuges  of  Ues :  and  yet  we  trust  then^  again. 
Depend  upon  it,  the  only  safe  biding»pla<:e  in  trou« 
Ueeome  times  is»  The  man  Christ  J»ua« 

I  do  not  mean  that  lie  will  always  screen  yon 
fir^nt  trottUe,  or  presently  ddirer  you  ouf  of  it( 
there  is  a  ^*  need  be,*^  sometimes^  that  you  should 
be  '*  in  heaviness,  through  manifold  temptdtions/' 
'Maihy,  when  they  are  smarting  under  the  rpd»  are 
apt  to  say,  *  If  Gad  had  .token  away  any  other  of 
^  my  coaferts,  I  jeonld  have  borne  in  If  it  had  not 
«  been  fot  this,  Or  that,  ctreumetanee  in  niy  trouble, 
*  I  should  not  have  minded  it/  Why,  then  the  afflic- 
tion would  have  done  you  no  good  ijf^n  would  have 
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adcBJSi^cfethet^famtMiag  oithssl^oddt;  bi^t  letet}  ytei 

motlkfaiot  faa^edneeoJiDiite^Hl^t  toidiM^lqiiisbld^da-* 

pendence  upon  God,  and  that  thorough  knowledge 

of  yourselv^fli,.'«il|i€hthb  sanMngrUiflinwtt'in  tended 

;#^y=J^ .^'^^  91V?J!j  it  M  a  JDwrcy  to  hf.ve  t^ew^in^d 

'.9^t  to.  ii3..40w,.;wbile  we   have   tin^  laiwl  means  to 

'^8et  things,  to /ighjts.    Cjh^ist,  (beretore^  inight  we}i 

,say^  though  sometimes  we  fiqd  it  hard  fo  receive  it» 

"  4^  many  aa  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chasten/'  (Rev, 

.iii^ ;jl9  ;)  .  for  though  he  giy^  them  jMvii,  ^e  nev.^ 

.doef  them  Atir/«      If  sufferings  fidr. Christ  abouQ4 

^our  consoIaUQHs  by  Christ.  al;K>und  so  much  .mor^^: 

ji^spmiiicb  that  t|fe  Apostle  could  say,  "  Tbeij^fpre  I 

^take^|jea^yipe,..inj|qfirmitips^  iq  reproaches^  in.Qeces- 

$iti^  iq  p^ra^Utioris,  in  4istres9ea  foe  Cbris|!s  s^ke: 

for  when  I^  ^m  weak)  thq)n.am  I  strong,"  (S  Qof.txiu 

10.)    And  many,  afflicted  saints  have  thoqght  ai»{l 

said  so  t^oQ:.^whef^  da^p  called  unjt0  deep,  apdail 

God%  way^s  s^p4^  bjis  billpws  threatened  to  {^o  qyy 

them,  ithey  betook  themselves  to  Christ;  .^ncji  tj^er^ 

as  in  ap'iir^,  t^jBy  yere  safe,  and  comfortable.^    Tbp 

true  beliyever  can  see , this  and  the  otber  f^n^fort 

^ taken  from  hip)^  qr  po  embitter^(|  tbat^bqiCfa  t^ 

no  pleasure  ii?  the*q ;   y<)t,.  w^tb  Christ  in  hja  $^s» 

he  pan  smile,  and  sing,  "I  hav§  ^all,  jind.ftbi^^i]^'' 

^andj  wbi^ft  be   stands  on  ,tb^  emb^^s .  of,  tbe  ^p\MfA 

Vprld, .  be  J  clapV  W^  bapd?,  lapd  , wit j^. „fiJCu|j^^ 

;cries,J  1  h^Y.e l9st J\q^^^^^^^       •  :>    'r>dJ    .v  mi.^^j 

.  J^Y%^r^^m  tioie,  whj9b:we.^fyjpt.^y.|)i|jp 
^through.  .  If  we.sboijW  ssc^^allfthej^f^h^rf^togipj 
f^  V*T^  tt?«»  ^Wtioned,  v^;i»H8t  p<;^np  ^ft^J^fl^ 
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latrltak;*  *AmA  the  i»»8«ge  is  wamy  thttes  tediOM 
abd'temp^stiioini runny  thiogt  coocor  to  make  tt 

'    •    <<VhirplRttt,'1)iegMM8t  fbt  flying- sirifc 

'We  piarting' lil^ith  houses  and  estates,  with  family 
'iind  friends,  arid  every  thing  We  loved  in  this  life ; 
'-^and,  what  is  of  infinitely  grekter  conseqaence, 
the  thought,  that,  in  a  few  liours,  we  are  to  appear 
before  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ,  to  giv6  an  ac- 
eotint  of  the  things  done  in  the  body,  and '  to  re« 
celve  according  to '  what  we  have  done,  whether  it 
te  good  or  whethfer  it  be  evil. — To  those  that  die  iti 
thfeii*  sihs';  'who  are  total  strangers  to  renewing  and 
%aiictifying  grace ;  who  never  knew  any  thing  about 
repetttanc'e  or  forgiveness ;  who  never  thought 
•it  Worth  their  while  to  seek  an  interest  in  Christ, 
and  who,  therefore,  have  no  Advocate  fo  speak  for 
them  at  the  bar  of  God: — to  <A^Dt,'  the' hour  of 
'death  must  be  dreadfUl  indeed !— And  even  real 
Christians  often  find  it  a  severely  tr^iAg  season  :  ibr, 
besidiss  all  the  pains  and  faintihgs  of  nature,  ihe  ene* 
my,  taking  advantage  of  their  weakness  and  confu- 
sion, throws  in  his  fiery  darts ;  revives  old  charges ; 
accuses  them  of  old  sins,  which  they  know  t\iey  Jid 
tommit,  t)Ut  which  they  hoped  had  been  foiijiven. 
He  holds  these  up  with  infernal  malice,  as'if  Ife 
!hoped  thereby  to  prejudice  the  Judge  of  dl  the  earth 
''against ''them ;  he  endeavours  to  rize  foundations ; 
persuades  them  that  they  were  never ,  truly  con« 
verted ;  that  God  was  never  thoroughly  reconciled 
to  thetn';  that  Chlist  was  neverformed  in  them; 
and  'that'  fhey  Have  been '  all  this 'while  building 
iipoii  the  sand, 'waflcfrig  in  av'aih  ^hbw,  arid  l^ave 
disquieted  themselves  in   vainu    The   uproar  and 
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anguiab  thait  tbese  SQggefitioas  have  caused  Id  tpcBxvf 
dying  saints  ia  inexpri^ssible.— ----rNow  wha^  is  tha 
best  covert  in  this  tempest  ?     Wbither  must  a  p^- 
son  in  the. agonies  of  d«aith  Ipok  for  eoqifort?     The 
ivorjd  cannot  help  him :  if  be  had  his  bouse  full  of 
gold  it  would  not  give  so  much  as  a  momentary, 
eaue  to  bis    tortured   body    or    bis  acbii^   heart. 
Friends   cannot  help  hio^:    they  pity   him,   they 
weep  over  him,  they  wish  him  safely  through ;  but 
their  tender  soothings   only  serve  to  increase  his 
distress.*~No :  be  looks  on  his  right  band,   and  on 
his  left,  but  refuge  fails  him  ; — but — '^  a  man  shall 
be  a  hiding-place  £rom  the  wind»  and  a  covert  from 
th^  tempest ;" 

**  Jesat  can  uake  a  djiaf  bed 

FeeL  floft  as  down^  pillows  are ; 
Whilfi  on  his  breast  I  lean  my  head. 

And  breath  my  life  out  sweetly  there.*' 

'*,0  death  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory?  The  sting  of  death  is  sin^  and  the 
strength  of  sin  is  the  law :  but  thanks  be  to  God, 
whioh  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus 

-  Christ.*'  ( 1  Cor.  xv,  55.) — ^Yes ;  Christ  hath  taken 
out  the  sting;  and,  irom  a  curse,  turned  it  into  a 
blessing,  to  aU  his  followers.  The  soul  need  not  be 
afraid  of  di^ath;  for  it  is  thereby  brought  nearer  to 

.  Christ,  and  introduced  to  infinitely  greater  honour 
'  and  happiness  than  in  this  world  it  could  enjoy — 
absent  from  the  body,  and  present  with  tneLord: 
And  the  6o^y  need  not  be  afraid  of  death;  ^' for 
our  .conversation  is  in  heaven  ;  froin  whence  also 
we  look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
jvbo  shall  cb^|;e  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be 
4ftsJ[iipned  lijce  .wito  his^lpieious  body^ .  according  to 


the  working  whereby  he  ib  able  to-  GHibdue'stH^ 
thing*  tinlo  himself,*"  (Pfiil.  iii.  «(>.)^Tbi9  gi?w  » 
smile  to  the  countenance,  and  joy  to  the  heart,  of 
a  dying  6aint.  "  The  Lord  i*  my  light  and  my  sal- 
vation" (says' he:)  "  whom  shall  1  fear?"  :  "  The 
Lord  isr  the  strength  of  my  life;  of  whom  shall  t 
be  afraid '?"  ''  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  .the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil  ;* 
for  thou  art  with  me."  "  My  flesh  and  my  heart! 
faileth ;  but  thou  art  the  strength  of  my  heart,  and* 
my  portion  for  ever/' 

And  here«  as  I  thought.  Our  subject  should  close, 
and  I  was  beginning  to  look  out  for  some  other  en-: 
tertainment :  but  the  world  is  so  tempMlaods,  and 
the  benefit  of  this  Hiding-place  hath  been  so  sen<» 
sibiy  and  sweetly  felt,  that,  now  we.  are  got  in^ 
one  seems  loth  to  come  out  again  so  soon.  What 
say  ye  then  to  indulging  purselves  a  little  longer  in 
it,  and  contemplating  some  of  its  precious  peca«*t 
liarities;  and  wherein,  and  how  much,  it  excels* 
every  other  refuge  which  the  generality  betake  them*, 
selves  to  in  their  distress  ?  Suppose  we  consider  it^  . 

]•  In  point  of  safety. 

How  many  are  the  instances  of  persons  ruined  by. 
taking  up  with  the  first  shelter  that  offered  !  They, 
have  found  des^uction  lurking,  where  they  ex* 
pected  deliverance;  they  have  run  into  the  jaws  of 
an  enemy,  when  they  were  flattering  tfaemselveai 
they  had  escaped ;  and  the  place  -  whicfh  they: 
thought  woui^  hide  them  sO  eAectually  that  trouble 
could  nev^r  find  them  out,  hath  proved,  upon  trial,, 
to  be  either  treacherous  or  insufllctent.  In  opposi- 
tion  to  all  these  xeftiges  of  lies,  the  Lord » Jesus 


44*4      Cim'ii  VUlrifi'o^  eii^^fi^^'C&klik^il.- 

C^\^  ik"^ff  * 'strong 'h6ta,«'^hy''da%°tWir 
cotfie.'-ir 'presume  I  h^ed  not  'heslt'at'e  'Sl'a'fiAy^  tf  J 
hM  tBe 'follb^?ng  8crlt)turei  :ui««  l^he  %^idW  tW 
liord  iVtricdrhe  Is  a''bik5^Ier'to'itl  Iticfe^'Htiifi  ^uit" 
in  irim^  forwhois  Goa,  save  the  Lord?  ^rWo  &" 
a  rock,  save  pur  God  ?**  {1»i!  xviii."  sq':  f  '"'teMik^ 
tliou  hast  made  the  lord,  which  Is  far^  refili'ffe}  |V«i* 
the  Most  High,  thy  habitation,  tliere  sliall  iio^^r 
befal  thee,  neither  shaft  any  plague  come  bigk  iby 
dwelliiig."  (Ps.  xci:  gO—Otber  securities  aVe  )>^?^ 
suspicious :  this  David  was  aware  of  (see  1  'San^ 
xxiii.  7.  &  seq,) :  when  news  was  brought  ^mmnir' 
Keilah,  a  fortified  city,  that  Saul  was  comidg  tlfltli'^ 
an  army  to  besiege  him,  he  began  to  isuspect  diafc^ 
the  inbabi^nts  would  prove  ui^faithilil ;  anB/^^^ 
make  sure  of  the  matter,  he^  goes  and  in'qif|r^''df'' 
the  Lord:  ^'Willthe  men  of  Keilah  deti^tt  iSSi^ 
and  my  men  into  fhe  hand  of  Saul?  Abtll4^^^^ 
Lord  said,  Tfieu  wilfdeRter  thee'up.^  But  tti4^'i«^ 
no  roonti  for  any  such  jealousy  or  mistru^  Wrm 
respect  fe'bur  divine  'Refuge.  '  It  is  true, " ini^eefi^ 


he  may  ^ot  al^a^s  protect  his  people  in  the^^^ajf'iti^ 
mabrier  which Wey  fondly  wish,  iind  p^rfe'm|ittifly 
prescribe^  he  ihay  suffer  dangers  to  ihcrea^,^™ 
distieg^r  td'pr^v'ail;  to  a  greater  degree,  ktid^wi^' 


longer  tiin^,'.tbari\re'  m^y   thiiik   cbiisikilfeirtJJ'V^tlt'^ 
loVe  -and  faith^fufriesi  \  hni  if  we  ii*e  Veifl^  Wlrlffi?^^ 


aticJ'Mr'*^  tJiesSed  4re  aH  ^h^y  ihat>)it1hW^  fi^sf 
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which  in,tiioc  of  danger  ^we, should  be  glad,  tfxfif^^ 
tQ%  and  where  we  should  thf  qk  purselyes  qui^  safe ;  ^ 
bu^,  the  di^cy}!^  is,   how  tQ  get  at  th^vi-r^hey^ 
a(e  ,siQ  for  off*;  or  .the  enemy  lies  between ;  sp  thatf 
we  despiiir  of  ever  reaching  them.    Not  so  the., 
Hiding-^lace  that  I  am  now  recommending:  be. 
where  yQu  will,  you  cnn  '^  look  uato  Jesus:'*  andv 
L^ill  add)  be  where  you.  will,  Jcf  us  lookB  on  you :  . 
**  fpr  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to.  and  fro  throughout , 
tl],e, whole  earth,  to  show  hiniself  strong  in  the  be-, 
half  of  them  whose  heart  is  perfect  towards  him/' 
(3  Chron.  xvi.  9.) — David  at  one  time  so  far  forgot 
hinMelfj  as»  in  a  fit  pf  despondency  or  impatience,,; 
t(^  Qi:y  out, .  *^  Oh  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove !  for  ^ 
then  would  I  flee  away,  and  be  at  rest. . .  Lo^  then  ^ 
vi^uld  I  wander  far  off,  and  reijnain  in  the/  wilder-*  .^ 
nean^    I  would  hasten  my  escape  frpia  the  wipdy  , 
storm und  tempest/'  (Ps.  Iv.  6«)    But  he  soon  re-, 
collected  himself,  and  found  tqat  he  hud  a  covert ; 
nearer  home:  *' As  forme,  I  will  call  upon  God, 
and  the  Lord  shall  save  me/',  (verse  16.)— We  are  , 
SQpoietimfis  tempted  to  say  so  too :  *  Oh  that  I  cou}d  ^ 
hide,  me  in  the  grave  !'  or  ^  Oh  that  I  could  fly  to  .^ 
8i|c|i  a  private  corner  of  the  world  :  there  1  should  ^ 
laugh  fit  danger:  but,  oh  wretched  man  tha^  I  am  1  ' 
my  circuits tance9  are  such  that  I  cannot  stir  a  step  , 
from  the  place  I  am  in !  and  so  we  distress  our-  ' 
selves  with  the  persuasion  that  now  we  mijist  neces- 
airily  jbie  ovei^taken  and  'overwhelmed  by  the  de-  ^ 
solaUn^  , tempest ;  jfoiget^ing , all  the  whil^,,t|;iat  we  ., 
are,  as  n,ear  to.  Heaven  at  th^  sppt  we  are  now  09^. 
as  we  should  be  if  removed  to  the  most  distant 
part  of  the  earth.  Nay,  many  Christianp^cap  tell^ou. 


• 

Uijls  Wiebs^  Hidiiig^lac0«  -No  inaitter  if  hat^  and 
9fflictian9 /abide  you^  aad  iDnutnorable  evils  eocopi^ 
paaa  you  about  $ .  tboogb  Umy  .beset  you  bejtiiiid  and 
he&xpc^  l^Mg^  <:aaaoofe  biodi^c  tbe  inteteoumer  between 
Cbrist  and  youf  souW*.    Prayec  will  bring  i&on  to 

.  ymiy:ov^(m  to  him^  at  any  time;  and  tbe  bdiever, 
let  bim  be  4ri«eft  never  so  fu  from  home,  and  de* 
prived.  of  evety  eartbly  comfort,  bas  always  help  at 
band:  and  tb^^ofe,  ^when  tke  worid  i9  ready  to 
pity  him,  a$  not  laerety  afflicted,*  but  destiittte,  you 
may  hear  bim  solacing  himself  in  his  security,  and 
singing,  >'  God  is  our  refiige  and  strength,  a  very 
present  help  in  trouble/' 

3.  In  point  of  universality. 
.  I  mean,  it  is  a  biding-place  and  a  covert  in  evety 
kind  of  distress.««-A6  to  creatures,  some  •  may  be 
helpful  in  one  grievance,  and  some  in  another  ;  but 
jione  are  suited  to  all.  A  strong  castle,  for  in* 
stance,  is  looked  upon  as  a  good  defence  against  an 
enemy  ;  but  what  security  are  ^ates  and  walls  against 
famine  and  pestilence }  A  large  estate  is  l6oked 
upon  as  a  good  security  against  poverty ;  but  what 
will  all  the  wealth  of  tbe  Indies  do  for  a  wounded 
spirit  and  a  distressed  conscienoe? — ^Ab,  there  are 
a  thousand  cases  in  which  we  turn  away  from  crea« 
tures  as  from  broken  cisterns,  and,  with/heaPt^felt 

^  disappointncient  and  vexation,  cry,  "  Misarable  eom* 

^  forters  are  ye  all!"  But  tbere  is  no  calamity  that 
can  .  befal  us,  whether  respecting  the  oxi^afd  or 
the  inner  man,  but  we  may  depend  up<^a.tb€|  sea* 

^  sonable  and  efiectual  assistance  of  "  the^^nJ^^^ 
God  our  Saviour/'    If  there  $xe?  any  of  you .  9t 

^  time  ieady  to  sink  under  the  weight  of^nr^gnilt, 
a^d  a  drefd  of  God's  wrtth;  rfyaifl  .tjbat  y^mJlftve 
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mined  beyoiid  ftB  forgivencM?  afraid  that  jrour- 
^  b6«rt  is  too  hard  to  be  softened^  that  yoiH*  will  is 
too  stubborn  to  be  bended,  atid  that  yoa  imve  de- 
ttroyed  yourselves  so  entirely  and  eflmtuaMy  that 
salvation  would  come  too  late  :«— kt  me  lead  you  to 
Jesus:  he  is  mighty  to  Mvi:  be  can  give  sight*  to 
the  blind,  strength  to  the  lame,  bfe  to  the  dead^  by 
that  mighty  rpower  ^'  wiM^reby  be  is  able  to  subdue 
all  things  to  himself/'  ^  He  is  able,  therefore,  '^  to 
save  unto  the  uttermost  all  them  that  come  unto 
iSod  by  him.-' — If  any  of  you  are  wrestling  with 
.  flesh,  and  blood,-  or  principaKties  and  powers ;  and 
are  grievously  harMsed  with  the  artful  devices  or 
fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one;  and  are  afraid  that 
yWL  miist  sooa  fall  before  such  formidable  adversa- 
ries^:— let  me  lead  you  to  Jcaiua : 

**  He  knows  whfttftore  temptations  mean^ 
For  he  hatb  Mt,  the  same." 

He  will  not  suffer  you  to  be  tried  above  what  you 

are  able  to  bear  ;  and,  under  the  severest  buffetings* 

of  Satan  or  his  messengers,  his  grace  shall  be  suffix* 

'cient  for  you,  and  his  strength  shall  be  made  per** 

'    feet  in  your  weakness. — Or  is  it  any  worldly  trouble 

that  bows  you  down  ?     Is  the  Lord's  hand  heavy 

'  tipon  your  person,  air  your  family,  or  the  nation  ; 

and  are  you  afraid  that  you  never  can  hold  up,  and 

'bdld'  out,  in   such   a  great  fight  of  afBiction;  and 

that  you  sh^Tl  surely^  and  that  you  shall  ^on,' perish 

in  fhe  day  of  adversity  ^— ^let  me  lead  you  to  Jesus : 

he  htith'  born^our  griefs  and  carried  ou-r  sorrows; 

•  And^iath  promised  that  he  will  not  leave  you  com-' 

•  Ibrtlesi^;^  believe  him,'  and  you  shall  Bnd^  that,  where 

•  'suflferings' abound,  your  consolati&ns  so  much  ihora: 
'  Abtfid.^And-  the  same 'in  evety  other  "  trouble: 


ool!^irti^i*»Ilrilln|p'.rtftip!l  '  -  - '.  /.-.'rrnl  A  yHt  mkooi 
^;  iff  ipSJtef  or-rtufatN*. ../  vt  .:v/,  ,a»  irtoJ  »<ff 
H^irf'tt  W^NH*^  *at4nt»  Ibe  p(«)lfi^'.ff»npbM4Pnv« 

but  froat  *>«r*lry  ittufe  •tirm'tlMfvii|fty,rM«^(i  fnfutrn 

any  return  of  danger  and  distnesSf  .tma-j  n) 

**  His  power  ond  grttfCiiKe  MV tlic^nmc: 
•>  ♦«Aiid'kCWi»MBetow«eo^lwiHi»i<r.g,.  ^n  t  vf     I 

Here  then,  as  in  every  thfngf  elsfe;  Y^f^ix^Af  1I»I  pU^ 
eminence.  (!freatafe  (lependencie^  ar^'^ii6bil"feaiiirfi: 
hausted:  they  may  relieve  irs  once- br'tWilse;''«ofI iw 
oftener;  and  so  engage  our  cotafiden<)e  r^fefltf/^VlNBfbn* 
all  prove  lying  vdnities  attarft.  'Phy4icfiiite,4MM«IUi  Iv 
stance,  are  aticcesifrfl  in  preserving  -oAr  Tt^eft  4A  Apvxt 


■-/A 


the  disorder  ^lu  one  day  oroHiercMie,  wttH9li|piei»-*-7 .9 
cine  cannot  feaill:  Friends  may  relieve  y^iftfepeatedmii 
ttraits ;  t>ut  they  cannot^  or  they  Wf  not;*  ittimd^w^n  v 
lieve  us".  ^0  that,  f  sity,' 8bon^t>r  latere  eartMyrdqifelis 
den'cies  wi)l  all  of  them  appi^r  to  be  t^Wffm  ^^Hmw 
But^  Jesus  CHri&t  is'^'  theMnnie  'yeM«itfay,.«Di||0)r,i).u 
tod  for  eveh''^  We  know  brotv  kitid^  «tMl  uo^pmM  v« 
sionate  be  was*f6rmerljr'i  ^^  In  all  fheli^iiflKctfDflNleii^t 
iH^asf  afflicted,  and'tfa'e  iri^  of  fafS-  preMMtf<^dbreti'««f 
them:  m  his  love  arid  ih  liis  pity'  Ub  MieteeH  1'> 

caMetf  tlMHv«ft  Hmou 

Andwftlg-jMiiiy  til  qu 

vettdM-iiMMHia  «A9dt 
strong 'a^'ev^er. '  Those'  that  fly  to'tittyWMdlfi/<lMtoO 
ftnd'liini  ad' willing  and'  able 'tcr^ttei?  sM  ifwiids 
theifi;  a^  f^^/  foiind  him  In  lii  I11  hiriffilMitrfliriiMfciiMi 
a  th6i^%aQd  yetirs  ago':  ^f'  his" 'tit^wiAlf^omdJbm 
Qm^g^V  the  bey ttnipg^atfa-  ty>^  f^nW  Jliii  iMhn-i 


» 

tbe^lwtf  trtittiPMi,'  dndi^iAnBi  if^»iMi^\«)iiQ^f,t9^.j^ 
to  come:  the  Almighty"--"  ^xwm.yfixX\^^ifS^^ 
llie  Loid  for  «Ter:   for  in  *iImi<  hm^^ii^it^fff^  \^ 

agw ;^  trot ^Ij^  •f  «»rAMr  a|fes,  ^fai*  fl^  <ag«||.  IfNag^u 

to  COm6«  •"     .•".-.'    ^    n  if.-.-*    i(^  -'''f.».-- v-r 

1.^  Let  none  frakmi  vnptm •  ecMttimied  ci^m. 

Aiid^  yefe  I|M^.  we  are .  vei^  apt  to  do*    Jf  the  sun  ^^ 
abint  fordwo  ar  tjiree  ^ojs.  together^  ^i^e  think  it 
w iH' never ^i>)moi6«.     If  things  g9  on  snpoothly 
andgMrtHpiiMualy  for  a  little  while,   we  hastily  con* 
cludb  tb4t  fifir^  iMiantaia  stands  strong,  and  can 
never  h^  #maf  ed^    T^oae:  especially  who  are  just 
Betti«9  oiil  in  ^  ¥9orId,  are  readx  ^^  promise  them- 
aelv^a  a^iteC deal^ef  pleasiire ;  but  if. yoii.  live  any    ;^ 
timb  in  it|  y#ii  may  depend  upon  i%  tbg^  a  shaking     ^ 
time^wiil'CMne:  tl|l»  Jljpirdtnuiy  8lwke'y9jir  lywiies  '\^ 
ovef^ thie^gra^ev  and  y^r  souls  ovec;  bell, .  and  your 
posaeaiiQtts  nad  ^QoniibrliB  ov^r.the  d^pthof  distress 
and  nihov.  *  Wfa^  I  tbefeiSoMre  wiquld  re<^ommend   ^^^ 
is,  tfaftt  !|reii  tbtnk'Of  this  befi)re-ban4}   think  whfit, 
the  f4ot » y  tf-^  ^t^%  Sjerraosts  batb  bepn ,  formerly  ^-•-  ^ '" 
thiA.>W)bat?Mka«y^ eminent  aaints  9iid  dear.  qbi^<l^ 
of  IfiaA«4ift  «il,  tbia  veiy  ;J(ime  suffei^ing;     what 
9tom*flry<«((c«U^.0c|^  tbiK^hf  ,w^t  Jifting 
^  ^■■ifa«liig(4#wO(;-9omdtknea^  afflji^enqe^  "and 
iheibjft  slMPiftfr^^aoiiBjyni^  walking  in  ^be^  light  of 
06dliAPMi(ltaiMiw«.ia8fl.t^9ii.an.^{V^^^       pC  t*he 
ibi^ii  wim  dMlb:;r^bH|br  qf    thbs0^r^m<|rkable. 
VQiriftd«tfb»n«|li^  tovf^.  llepha8^^iet6^ 

«ndtaM^|||fafl^v«ry(.|aQm  i^lfpm.  be  ^yetb;  IfVe, 
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SOW, ^forwhftk. 9oa  itbe.iKbom  ^kt  h^W  cliMlMWth 
Bot'f.but  if  ye  b^.  /wfttboiit  cha^ltdeiMiit,  mh^noi 
uWm  pKtakasBi  fcben  »m ;  y e .  baffcair^Oi  ^i»A.>«>t 
sews//  (Heb.  «u  60-^4  Bay,  tbink  of  afiproMfeyig 
atoms  ; .  not  jiuleod  «>,  a)s  to  hA9^.  Jfimr  ihftnlifr^ 
Btss  for  presttit  ner^ies^  or  ^awitoimiftA  yot^r.fat 
prewQtdluty :  .but  reokpn  upw.days.cif  d^ckAeai 
ftiMj  distress  90  as  to  five  vent,  alolb  84id  A&curityi.  9ii4 
,to  quicken  you  jh  tb^  w«^y  and  w<irM  ofabe4K>rv]L* 

9.  Let  us  be  tbaokful  to  God  for  ftMi^logf  ^Buch 
a  Hidiog«pUce  for  us.    .  1 

I  am  ii<^w  gpeakiog,  priocipally^  jko  tboae  wb» 
.  have  in  some  loeasura  experieaced  what  ja  blessed 
refuge  Christ  is,  in  the  several  sfeorins  abfMe..aMii* 
tioaed. .  Yoa,  that  bave^been  pierced  mth.  dtep  cmw 
victioDSr  and  have  beeiiveadyto^ifikiiiiidentiie^Aor* 
meQting  k>ad  qf  gtiilit  prud  wrafb,!  aQd/%<iipplytfig 
io  J^us  b^  foMnd  reat  to  yeunsoala4  j  ya%.'tfcat 
ID  yauricp^ots.with  Satao  baW'fQUiidiiilMt^fwbea 
you  wept  forth  id  the  iiame  nad strength  ei  iasM» 
you  werci:  mor^u  tbtoi  .oonqueiora^ftwAQd  y.011,  4hat 
haY«  been  ofti^^n,  aqd  JiOogi.  in^theburaiiiffieiiy  for« 
naea,  an^.yet  baye.iiot  merely  iescapedi iadtifji^iit 
^ate  sdvfays  come  out  coBsid^blegaineiii.  Jsl^i  the 
ts»ajis;r«I.  QAll  u^a  you  to  iUesa.  Godciipr^  Jkaa$ 
.C4}rist.    Y0U  can  tba^k  bim  with  a  pecatiK^ntlisbi 
^bich  athMS;oanfiot;  wd  yfta.may^lookci:>Cvraid 
^tfa  joyful  hope,  that  be.  that  AdiCi  deli?era|1^4auEid 
dotik^iwt^  iwillvitfrea^ikliaeni  (irbanbAe^  and 
1  J^eart,!  Had  ail  present  thioga^-sbsU  .fittLsiu  TIttak 
:    «blityowsbiwld.have  dope  ia  {laqft:  dtarmai»i^ok 
ifhi^'y^HifOonldever  faop#to^do£;toil|bMB  ataams 
I    IhatMe  9^:ta,eomei.  without  siialnia  dafittoeat^aad 

.    sbelt^ia.  jiou  4iad  bMftitimadi  b9lh«  imdimmm»A 


♦ 


cSuiIri^^.]    eAri«r4^@iV^»>lwiii^#««9r\&1bm,    4d^ 


^*b^Mi'caAf]ed^l»fely^  through)    sc^  lanay  :storms.  aU 

'^cteBdj/fy>  and  e^ft  yon :  look  bej^Dd^iiei  rest^  and  not 

Viacbnovt^Mg^'  with  grattt tide  and  joy  the,  atnazitig 

•' gtrtidlieess  91^4  ffiei^y  of  €r^,  y^hOi-  toiinake  early 

'^nd'Obu^ildlint  providtoit  for  7oa«  ^uifety  and  com* 

>^4^^rt^  ^i^itb  bis  o^o  Sort  ffoia  his^budoni)  and 

i  '^fetit  h\tti  dovrn  to  out^ w^M  to  be  b  hidfog-^Iace 

^M*  vis?-^  Wl^at   did    itot  byr  blessed  Lord  con* 

'^<icte<amd  to,  fot  oiir  sakes  t'-^-^ur  text^   which  wks 

A  prophecy    of  hiin,   calls  iHm  a    m4a;  •  and  -he 

"^M^s   a^rward  a  inan   in  reality.;    and  Ihere  was 

I  nothing  in  bis  appearance  in  the  world  to  distinguish 

•alM4tt  fwnh  9rmere  man-^yea,  and  from  a  mec^m^n 

-r.a«^bilt  theiivordd  that  be  spa^e  and  the  works  that 

'I'lle  4id.  'And  to  this  cireumatanc«i  it  is  that  we  owe 

:2  atj  ]l)io  /^oteation  and  comlbrt  w^  ^njojr  in   thia 

^^4^a^peatt}Otts  wilderneds — ^I  mean,  to  Christ's  be*  . 

n^domivg  istiii^    Theri  wanted  >  not  power  in  ^od  to 

<^{0Kvb  M ;  i  thore  wamted  no<  mercy  'in  « God  to  Sfive 

i*>  Us  u  biit  l^oiinesB  and  jusitice  stood  in  th^  way ;  and 

•'uidi«8^t«uUI  ittifoo'Way  b6  katiafledv  nor  their  hoDOUt- 

:  li  4er  sftoofed^  tfoi  by  Ciiriat'st  generoMs,  gra<^4u  ^^rnder-r 

''ii  taking;     '^t, Wherefore 4n  a)i  thinga  it  behoved  him 

'^[r«nlbo<it]adeiJike^.m»tO'his  hrethfen,  ibat  he  tntgt^t  be 

ji'ttitB^i^iiAslrafid  AfMiful  higfa-ptfest  in  things  peVltfin^ 

1^^4iig^toXik»^'^itmke  taew  sttta^  of 

t>ntheip60fil^«%  (Bob.  ii.i  170^0  Clrri«}ail94  tiliw^at 
bna  dteGldMi«tqnaf^^dJd  (thk^  'dear  mati^L .«iay  aay^ 
/liitils  i<itMi^niiityi^-^p6ae  hioiieli;  iii  ioiderto  pi^ 
>InoiirQeK(bi4ii4Pf|^0»fot  wy  >^Hoiirai<  .wo^ilded  foe 
^mcmf  ti«(iagrc8siMsr  4W  bruiMd  fer*0i^i!>c>Hii4aities  j 
^n^beocteskisawmtcofUoiir  peaM  ^ifi^  b  h4ai,  and 
' '«Hlbihiip:ktri|t«iV^»]a'b€aMl'^    WttiK  mfiMi  we  bo 
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our.  spirits  r^ifie^o,go<^^|:|ftYioy!CfJ  ^^^^^  j^^^^ 

IR;  VF>ri?)^f .,       ;i  ,,,j  B     V'.f   '..l.,|'»  ;H(J'     >  •  Jrfil,  "Jq  hlOV.'8 

«ad,tha  gpeat;  Jn^^   wd  tl^e  ripH f ip,^i^, .,^l^|fa^ 

boodnuii)^  ^^d  ^Y^ry  tree«ian,  hid  t|HH^fvdlv3^f.N| 
the  djQD^.and  lA^hc  rocks,  of  the.  nioni^taiiw^f  1 1^^ 
^d^  the  moun^hia  and  roclts,  P^H  i^ipoi;!,.  i]9^.w&4 
b>de  U8  fironj  the  £ipe'f>f  him  that  8il;tet|i-.ijg)fgi,(ifl^ 
il^rofie,  iM^d  from  the  wrat,h  of  the  ;X««(inb  ;,{fqr  j^ 
grpatd^y  pftj.bis.wr^th  i» <conie ;,  aiidw^o.«l^f)|  }^ 
abletostaiu^?".;(mv.yi;  W.)  ,  What  d^y.^f^i^yu^ 

yengfanpe  *  t^iis  pawfge.  te^rs  ,t<v  w*>  liJ^K, f <rt{ If 
inquire ;  but  y^,;  lefwri?  ,froi»  J^,;  .^l^t . tl^  yc^i^  jft 
yery  deplowble-  lyjhp  -hi|ye  ^J^ing->ft.,ff)cl|fi  f)^ 
deas  to  sf  reeni  tbemf.  ^nu^  ^Vp  i.<jjjd, ,  G04  (Q|iq|]i!gt^ 
tent  :-• rwe  learn,  that  tj^p .  f loj^^f t  ^|eaf|^[OTiH>  |^if 
ivhen  God  «nt<^  .iqto , jau|^^  wi;ijip()^^|:^*5^f 
(earn  ferthfr,  th«t..iM».^hc.gcej»«}e8f.  .^,^9||  |^|^ 
being  punished,  tbemennesf  ar^.^qt  j^i^iy^i^ji^} 
Ijinge  and  flav«s~,.aJJ,r«>M,  wil|  b«  <cf>p^Vf)|l^^ 

tevnfied,  apd  wiU-<uadea<«wiu^  (tbogj^g^'^ajii^  ^p^ 
Ute!)  to  %  A:^|ift  the  ^nt^.tq,  qffn^:^^^^ 
^austbe  itupid  if  we  4o  nqt  l«w||i„$bvcJ9«|^  ^ 
wbate?^-  Wf  .band  tad^  tp  4qi  »ire  ^^i^s!^M 
with  OMP  Wight':  wnd  give ^igenc# .tp^cjp^e  c^ 
caUiwr^ndKeJeoti^n.suBej  it -<pi||i  ij^i^ji^tf.^ 
b<»gin  t(^  pwi»»re:an,arl|;,  *b«|i  tils? i^elqgKf  ifbRRP?- 
ing  dowB.-^ — Think  what  a  bajMiii|[>t}f  .«AiM>|d^|P 

y<M»  «!••  »«» ir^  yet  Uv$  in  jwitr  99is  rF^ftJ«:^«tt 


about  every  diy;' arid  il^l^'^fe^^ky 'lii^Ht;  ^Wiffl^  ffi^ 
^Sfft*"  of ^Boff  ^fiftigMg* '^rfCT^  ytJui' '  httkd*;'  anil  ;the 
•word  of  Justice  suspended  by  a  hair;  wfaa,'^AUif 
AJbhAf'^  cbnVlcfibfldj  br  thestbrtn  oT'-ietoptiati^D, 
6r  tBite  Wbrm'-  cff  affliWibn,  or  tlte  «torm  of  'dfeatfif,' 
■ftonld  6vertiiktf  yotf,  b«vd  bothiog  at  aH  to  det^d 
orfitielter^oti  i  What  a  diiiadftil  situation  thist-i< 
Thibl  What  <a'  mercy  it  h  that  you  hare  yet  spac^ 
ind  me^ii^  fbr  repentance ;  that  the  golden  sceptre 
i^  yet  lield  out ;  that  you  are  allowed  to  read  thci 
Seriptureft,  and  to  cotiae  where  God  hath  promised 
fo  tneet'bis  people  and  bless  them ;  and,  especially,- 
Hia't  ChriirC  and  all  his  benefits  are  this  day  held 
but  ^tfybur  Acceptance !  **  Oseek  the  Lord  while  he 
ijitiky' be  fonhd ; '  call  updn  him  while  be  '19  near.** 
If  hio^tnows  but  it  may  be  said  of  ^,  as'  Christ -^aid 
6f  i%e  Jews,  "  And  now  also  the  axis  itrlaid  to  thd 
fodtdf'the  ttee»>;  ivery  tree 'which"  bringeth  not 
forth  gbbd  frd^it  is  hewn  doi^n,  and  eas't'into'  the 
fire."  f  Matt;  ifi.  I0;)^l8  God  ttfreit^niing  -to"  icaU 
avifay  W  gjospel,  and  should  w6t  we  cry,  ''  Lordl 
fet  "ule  be  bold^eried  first ;  let  iHy  soi^l  hi  firsi  s&M^ 
lod^  \t^ith  Xe^us  t  let  the  be  firit  rtranslated  out  bt 
k^^  kfdgdonlt  ofdafknessl  rutottte  -kingdom 'of  tfa^ 
d«ar  'Sbn?'-r-Gdd-i«  how  expecting  'lo=  hfeaf  tVrf 
IHSdi'ils :  he  is  w^itrng^  ib  be  gvack>us;  *^  BefioM) 
faoW  i#the  aiiiefMiM  time :  lnebdtd,'  noW  13  ?the'da^ 
br teill^kibif.  'Whb'  khdWif'What-  tb-te^itW*'  may 

«hd-^»^irfiili  'fMtn'the  W4y,-%het^  hk^%i!ailb  it 
VitflfleKI  l^t  k-|ft(fe :  'fyksMed'&rtfiir'ffigyi  t«kt"f ul 

¥B«ir-tHi^t 4t!-^*Hi^^  «J    '•'!>  ■'  ="T .o-'-'O  -,< 

'•'•^•''LW  «s4§W?  ftmaW  WitfcJjJ|y«rft*apt  W^  fb«l 
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gibriou^  wdrTd/ wfiere  blow' no"^  blilsteillft^^  Winds 

where'  there  Ss  not  tfc^  feasf  danger *of**dfStar- 
banc^^  where  tumults  atid  terfors 'arfe  finoWh"  ni> 
iflore  at  all'; — wh'ere  the  inhabltantij  shall' no^  more 
eay,  I  am  sick  ;  ancl  th^re  shall  he^  mo  tbdre  death, 
nor  sorrow,  lioif  crying;  neither  shall  there  be  any 
more  pain  ;  and  therie  shall  bfe  iid  mbfe  ^urse ;  iior 
any  thing,  within  us  or  without  us^  to<^aiise  the  least 
uneasy  apprehension; "— where  the  love  of  God 
shall  be  shed  abroad  in  every  heart  abundaDtly  ,*— 
where  every  individual  of  that  vast  assembly  shall 

.  be  united  to  one  another  in  the  most  entire  and 
cordial  affection,  and  nothing  shall  be  seen  or 
heard  in   heaven,  but  peace   and   praise  universal 

-  and  everlasting.— And  then,  Christians,  our  storms 
and  dangers  being  all  over,  O  how  shall  we  admire 
th6  wisdom  and  adore  the  grace  of  Immanuel,  that 
carried  us  so  safely  through  !  ^  ICit  had  not  been  for 
^  thee^  gracious  Saviour,  such  a  storm   would  have 

*  crushed  me :  if  I  had  not   taken  shelter  in   khiiM 

*  arms,  such  a  tenipest  would  have  hurled  me  itito 
^  hell. — And  art  thpu  the  Man  that  was  my  covert 

*  from  every  storm  ? — Gracious,  glorious  Lord  \  I 
^  see  now  that  I  owe  all  I  was,  and  all  I  anl  to  thy 

*  free  and  boundless  love.— Even  here,  ^^  Great  is 
^  the  mystery  of  godliness :  God  was  manifest  in  the 
^  flesh,  justified  in  the  spirit,  seen  of  angels,  preached 
*unto  the  Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  worlds  re- 
*'ceived  up  into  glory/'     If  I  had  seen  thee  in  the 

*  days  of  thy  humiliation,  I  might  havdi  thought  it 
^impossible  thou  shouldst  be  Godi  and  now  I 
^  see  thee  in  thy  glory,  I  wonder  how  thou  couldst 
^bea^iian.    But  I  know  thou  wast  both :  anditi& 
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'  weUforme  thou  wast;  if  tbou  badst  pot  been  both 
'  God  aod  man»  I,  aad  iniltioDs  more,  hs^d  never 
*^?n  heire,-.plpry,  glor^,  glory,  to  Immapyel, 
*  Q\kT  hiding-place  on  e^rth,  and  our  dvielling-place 
^^.bMy$in.  "*.*  Let  all  tl\e  red^enied  of  the. Lord  say 
^9(0  yi||i0j[0  he  hath  redeemed  from  the  hand  of  the 
^  e«ei»j^.^   Glory,  glory;  glory,  to  Immanuel  1 

.    .      '*  For  ever  his  deat  .w»^  ooine 

Shall  dwell  upon  our  tongue; 
And  Jesus  and  Salvation  be 


The  do^  of  every  soiig. 


I  •» 


i  . 


> 


• 


.  ^A' '  »^.a'Mli  1(1:  V  ^gK53[ON^X;XVF*^^  "^msvrxi^CTot 

'  .A    NJEW-TEARS   SEEMOSr.  ^*^      OODKO 

c :        -     ,     J/y  ton,  giioe  me  time  heHfS^>  .  ..,  3-, ,w 

I  9 AVE  been  thinking  whs^t  were  the  nrst  thonghto 

^  ttittt  occurred   to  you   upon   the  mention' 'of  this 

text^      Some   thought  one    thing,   some  another, 

<  w>  4oujbt ;  Recording  to  your  different  engagements 

.apd  views.-— Shall  1  hazard  a  conjecture  tipoh  this 

.matt^? — ^Why,  then  1  believe  that  some,  when 

,  (he  words  were  read«  first  thought  with  themselves; 

•,Thi9  is  livery  suiUble  t^xt  for  .the  occasion  f  pr9- 

'  per  for  9  New-year's  Day^  proper  for  a  Preparatjon 

^'Sennon^  and   peculiarly  suitable  to  those  youqg 

^  persons    who  are  to  give  up  theinselves  'to  '  the 

/  Lord  this  dny*:   \  shall  ^  glad  to'  hear  how '  tl^c 

^  minister  will  handle  it :'— -never  considering  aj^tl)e 

while,   that  God  immediately  spoke  to  them   in   the 

text;  and  that  it  wasMetV  hearts  that  were    called 

for;  or,  in  short,  that  they  had  any  thing  Ho   do, 

but  to  sit  stilL  and  be.  entertained  for  half  an  hour 

withasermon,  -      1 

♦     •  -        -  .      .  I    i 

^   ^  tUs  sermoti,  so  far  as  to  the  dnd  of  the  dkttd'  gdieftlS^ss 
fWMchetf  im'PridaTV  Jflttvsiy  1,  lfQ8,  wbte  ikiir  p^ztais  y^fs^Si^ 
AuiitadiiittithedQurh:  flenBMi8dsrw«»^i)e«Aed0(yt^$|^ 


*  !  - 


■•*< 


Others,  p^baps,  when  they  heard  God  say,  ^'Mj 

•OB,givelllethil|€^^e%ryW]t)(0^^  with  themselves; 
*Noy  I  canDOt:    my  heart  is  engaged  already.     I 

*  cannot  be  relij^ous ;    not  I.      Wl^at !   give  up  all 

*  ny   merry  companions,  and  be  always  readings 

*  and  hearing,  and  prayin|^?  I  do  not  know  what 
'  I  may  do  when  I  grow  old,  and  feeble,  and  hav# 

,  *  lost  my  relish  foi»ipr^9i\t  pJ€aiif  res ;  but  sure  I  am» 

*  I  -cannot  let  God  have  my  heart  now/ — If  there 
were  any  si)eb/'I'liis^d*«bi^.wiU  69  so  shocked  to 
hear  their  own  thought^  put  into  words,  as  to  re- 
tract them  and  renounce  them ;  and  that'  they  Vill 
be  added  to  the  number  of  those,  whom  1  shall 
next  mention  :  who,  when  the  text  wa^  read, sigtied, 
and  thought  with  themselves^  \Q^).t  wish  Ood  Md 

*  my  heart !  I  have  been  a  long  while,  uneasy  at  tfie 
situation  in  which  I  am:  Satan  te&ds  me  captive  It 

^  his  will:  butl  long  to  burst  iiis  bonds  asuh^er/0& 

*  wretched  man  that  lam!  who  skatt  deliver  ihe? 
'^  1  wish  the  Lord  would  come  and  open  the  pfiisbn* 
^*  doors  for  me.     I  had  rather,  a  thotiaatid  Vioties, 

*  God  should  have  ttiy  heart  than  kny^oBe  f 'and  yet, 
^  8Qi;nehow   or  other,    1   canncft  give   it  liittt  as  i 

*  should  !V-The  Lord  make  you  vvi!Hng  Jri'  the  day 

of  his  power!  \  ^  '  '  '  '       y'^\    /     '.''''^^'  . 

'  \  But  then,  if  I  arp  not   ff flatly '  inlstakdn,  •there 

'are,.s6rfie  who  could  hardly  wait   to   fieaif  the  ter' 

repeated'.     *  My  heart,  Lord !'  ( cried  they, '  wft^  ai 

miration  and  rapture :}  ^my  heart !  wilt  thou  vouchi 

* s^,tty. aipoept  of  ^my  he^t ?     Qer^  it^js ;,  , t^% it. 

'^flf  h  bad.  m  thottsdnd  be 9rts»r .  t^ou- .  ^hQi^k^t.  l)9Ve 

'  *  thtiflftiiK*    -Who^r  whatam  I^  O  Lofoly  that,  iwihea 

'^so  many  are  daily  perishing  in  sin,   I  stt^uM.be 

*  made  willing  to  give  my   heart,  and    that  thou 


4SS  A  Niu^Y^^  Smkan,     [jSiUtKviS&r 

«  fkovldM  be^ining  td  &e(;^irt9  '•  Vi»*i  ihiB  Hay  I 
^  shall  call  Tt  tbine:   find  ^if  the  wotld  ormi?  )inn9n]ro 

*  of  Iny  fbrmer  temptera,  ftbouUk' cental)  or  osdal-ib^ 

*  lione'to  give  :^  ofl  8ucb  a  Kfew-year?^'  Daytfti^aVeif 

*  to  God:  rind  I  would  not  tike  it  tmtoSiim  -kaa^s 
•Ugaibfbr  the  world.*''      ■       :    Jj^       iv       ..  ?/.m 

Wh^t  say  ye  no\r?    Am  I  right  in  my  pimaem' 
iat  the  disposition' 6f  your  minds  at  this  insMotf^-^* 
The  Lord  enable  me  rightly  to  divide  this  word:  «o{. 
truth;  that  every  one  may  receive  his  portiea  iaitee 
treason. -^-The  method  I  propose  is,  to  sliow,  i  i 

'.  I.  What  is  implied  in  giving  the  heart  to  God«    n-^^ 
;    II.  Wbat  is  implied  in  God's  demanding  it^r 

IIL  When  We  should  give  the  heart  to  €<odb     .  >  * 

'IV.  Why  We  should  give  it  to  God. 

O'Tbou  who  hast  the  hearts  of  all  men  ifi  thsne 
hand,  and  canst  turn  them  as  the  rivers  of  water  nre* 
turtied;  be  pleased  so  to  influence  the  hearts  of  this; 
people,  that  whatever  thoQ  demandest  theymi^ibe 
disposed  to  give :  that  after  this  day* there  may  ooti 
in  all  this  assembly,*  be  one  heart  but  what  has 
^^' holiness  to  the  Lord**  engraven  On  it;  aotone. 
heart  but  what  is  an  habitation  of  God  through  tfad 
Spirit. 

1.  What    is   implied  in  giving    the    heart,  to. 
God?  . 

The  heart  is  a  priocipal  part  of  the  bbdyj  upcmi 
which  anhnal  life  and  motion  intimately  ddpradf* 
arid  at  the  same  time,  it  lies  most  ramotn  -tmrn 
view :  hence  it  is  used  in  Scripture  to  eocpaess  tke  - 
^  inner  tnan/^  comprehending  the  jndgm€itt«  «(lit» 
arid  affle^tions:  so^that  where  the  heart  goea^aU  ^^ 
rest  follow.    Bnt|  mors  parti culartyt 


'  Uv  !Tei^v04)it  heaft^t(>  G^K^r  Mo  be  i(ii4«ne  i^ 
ounprafewienB  (ffiioite  add^iMiyK  .  .    «  .  ,p 

Aeligien  witlMkut8iocerity,^H^)lE^«rbody  WttbpVil 
a8eQj;^n6fcaiefrly  ttsolefisv'  l^utc^fenM^re^  .^Qf^^fef 
^itietfa  trulhrifi  tb^  i^ward^parts^^;  and  bei^g:  a^ ji^H^ 
erpwCs  tob^vrxHRsbtppediQ  apifit  and  ift-trutti>^  lL«i  * 
that  we  lift  up  our  hearts  with  our  hafida*  u»fo  Him  '■ 
in -the  beatnens*     HypocHayis  in  .all  eaaes  di«li6«^ 
iKHirdbl^ef  it  ta  mean  in  the  eyea  of  the  worlds  wli^M 
it  is  I  soapected ;    and  ourd^^n  bearts  caHnot  bat 
ujabipaid  m  vheneter  we  are  guitty  of  ilu      la  c#iii« 
men  matters,  where  we  have  only  to  do  with  m&ik% : 
who  baQ«  jtldge  only  by  woi'dis  and  appearanceei^ 
disguises  and'diasimiUatfon'  may  pass,  may  pMsptt: 
but  in  lisUgfion  it  is  the  greatest  'folly  ima^oablf ! 
for  not  only  the  external  acti0ns»  but  the.  se^nrt 
spritigsMid  principles  of  theiA,  lar^  naked  afidftp0a 
to  the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to.  do*    At' 
<biainstafit«*-Hiow,  that  we  are  met  togetheK,  ititbti 
professed  design  to  worship  bfm«~ he  knows  wh^ber 
ourheartsrare  upright  before  him :    whether  we  act 
from  a  t:ons<^ientious  regard  to  his  glory :  or  whether 
we  are' influenced  by  oamal  motives,  such  aa  lo?e 
of  thepmise  of  men,  a  de^re  of  being  thought  ie» 
ligious^  in  order  to  cover  and  carry  on  our  wor4dly 
aapd  wmfeed  purposes :  whether  we  are^  indeed,  fo 
iv^eary  of  sin,  and  so  resolved  to  follow  Christ;  aa; 
we  pret^bd'to  be.    The  most  plausiblei  pretences 
ard^sasiiy  seen'thorough ;  and  if  we  are  n<4  what  ta^e 
dppei^  tDobe^  a   ^  Eriend^  how  .earnest  thou  in. 
hititer,  not^having  on  the^weddiog  garment?-'   with 
all  the  cMagraceffil  and  dtrifi»l  conseqaenoesi^^f  ^wdl 
ailitctivory,  wiU  *>oiieror  later  be  the  p«rti<H>  <tf , 
6tir  cup,    '*  Cursed  b^  thr  deoeifter^ .  .which-  hath  |» . 


mwi  timfi,  :inncJ«W!flOfjiif^4i#p,.Wtl|<|*«>  ij^i^jjuiA 

*STAk<»<Wd  t^t  you  ^  ni^t  y9j»r,gli^arf^^ipe||„ 
t^.ibe<|(e^AC.tl«^;  OCi;^wife  ye  tlfM^Q;  paifpn^Ki^ 
y«tlic  Faitb«r  ?rbieh  is  iobifavw;"  apd  **  it^teRi^ 
3NM1  d0%  <)q- U  b^^^Uyir- a»  uiMo,<Hi(«<4r4».HWc|^,«fl|t^ 

U«l«aMa:!'.  Jfor.  it.w  ainjawty  o|iJjr  fllP?<J«iSlJ^ 
t|iM«igt|it)ia  many  dt/S/$uUif9  ;aiHl,4^swW^IKRt)fc 
to*  wWcU«<9it>^9l».«C:  ClilirwHfmil^,  wiH  Mmi^gM 

4«rv(»te(l. ..tQdCIfritt.  {and  mt^^  tUh  .Gbf IfMoiifjBib 

if  you  are  Christians  only  in  name  and  8ho«>,{j[^ 
«tiU  lw4^lMi8ti^)B  ^ply>if{>u§)B^if)|9|  ap|4  fijtf.ff^t^; 
for  as   soon  as    ever   tribulatyfflnWB  BfigyttfJ!^ 
«Hii»h>ibciQ4lfS0  oC^^M5^,.,|rq«  ^iHsfep  ^§PP^ 
«Ad  %ildti toytflgJ#>r»9t} jffe  jMWWiMWh  ^fffflBtiJWPWn 


SdkMVM.^^     t'9#tlVWi%to^^>lS)^ifibii.     .  4^ 


M^'k^ee^l  ^Ife  tfcyiheWfft  Af'iWrttfine.  'I  1*1* 

r,~  ahiT  \^ill  <  abt  -  be  ffie^k^cf.  ^ei«ft>i«  >'4«ti 
"liaY«'  tliy  'hefti^v  let  ine  ftefe  llifdt  Chbn-hAse' 
4ifk(^efi''  thft''iii'  1^^  'dniiHdseiAb<«ed<  tyWi'pbMB'^  «b<^ 
8b\il';'^^  fhBt-,'  laying  iAida  all  gulfe  and  li5>tMK 
<^iiiy,'  'ifoablfe^ii^aiii^^^nd  Di«fltii|-t^«trtMiolill,  (iMt 
li^!des{r^8-are  before 'aae/^I'h«*p^  yoii  efts^mmf 
il^^a'i^imt  Wiih'^P^ter,  and  sayr'^  b6fdj'J«lli»a» 
kiib^m^iRi  \kfihf^ ;  tfioU  1ciiowe«t  thai  I- lt>¥«  4b^«  :<» 
^^'  r«rottW>n^tf  d%b<^¥e  theb  H I  cooM"/'  lfllk«(^ 
iAy"oWn  1i«art;  i  &ma)ftc^tMI''«ntoKAryMHii'''tM> 
d^aicdtioii '<oriBy0elf <tt>  tb&e.i  >B(it ' !< ^''aftoii>'tt0 
tittstt'6  'Heart<Whfkih>4'^r^'fii«ttdi  Mi^y««fftftfl3lMf^ 
ct^pera«eiy'Wi(!K^<l<  S€!anib'ilie,  'O  Gbdj  «iJdifk«itfwf 
my  WiH  << '  t<^  ■itif;-  An4\ttovi'  my  t4iioif gIlW(>!did »iil 

d%Hfl'<^  fCv'^'  tn^pb^'  «nd  'Enable itfe  ii(»)p4»uiO 
im4?  1>fHKflf'i-bfiti%Mtlrf  <lv^ouV>i^ilfhiti^Wiv^ 

lfte<A«P^«Eta  aWerfHy:''''''^"'  ^''J'  ?*i  "ooa  :•.  %.;> 
'^TT^f^  ^sia^'Ve  >^ '%in^iK;' r^rd,-  WlieW()iv(Mt1» 
tfdY1^«b*Hf^.<Wni  ^¥Hir:alld'«Kv«fe3fb«%liiikrt-  b«P 
trhel&fttlfe  i&^  'dff'O^nv  shed  abM)4M|n)if  tM  IlkiW 


Jllatb  Mif^tt  Jtb-tbe^vrorldi  atid  tke  thki^si  pf^tiie 
i'L%i^(Mr}3,  it  w^d  aeifthopr  ivrsd  »Dr  safeto  iehco«n%e 
^  ^vi^iw^iid'^  bighb^mised  effcK^tioiffi    fan  ioty  teanmg'ioa 
/  bfcdtien'Tdf^d!^,   and   e&pMtiog  Uyitkg-  wtaiers .  fitmi 
•'  brokeii  cisterns,  we  should'  only  subject  0iiis6l^0iea 
'tfO'diMppointrn^ot  aad  veaiation.     But  with  r«8)tdct 
*  ta  God  tfa^re  is*  no  such  danger ;  we  cai^  never  love 
bim  too  passionately^  nor  expect  too  touch   from 
:  kiln*  Indeed^  not  to  love  bin  with  a//  tbekeart)  and 
all  the  soul,  and  itil  the  mind,  and  all  the  strenglb, 
men  tt>  dishonour  him,  as  if  he  were  not  worthy  x>f  our 
gnpretnd  love,  or,  at  leasts  as  if  we  thought  some  other 
things  were  worthy  to  share  it  with  him.    But  there 
inn«t  be  no«ueh  halting  between  two  opinions  t  no- 
thing wust  be  permitted  in  opposition  to  or  compe- 
tition with  God.     Christ  has  decided  this  matt^: 
*^  No  servant  can  serve  two  masters :  l^t  either  he  will 
kate  the  one  and  love  the  others  or  eke  he  will 
liold  tO'tho  one^  and  despise  tlie,  other.^   Ye  pMOot 
wrv«'God  and  Mammon^''   (Luke  xvr.  13.)     Atad 
the  Apostle  tells  us^  that»  ^^  whoso  bveth  tb6  wttld, 
tkeJoveof  the  Father  is*  not  in  him/*.  (,1  Jobnii.  15.) 
Thqr  /are  opposite  in  their.natiite,  and  ^an  ne^er. 
>feaideand  rule  in*  the 'Same  heart  tbgethen  -  When 
therefore  GodMys^  "  My*aon,  give  me  thrm  Ite^"' 
It «  as. if  lie  "satd,^*  I  eciepeet  that  tbou  ibottldMiwve 
>  IM>  other .'godfti  before*  uol  * .  Let  tne  >hnvie  ihe^  n#D- 
tiwiy  min^,  i  wkbent  reserve  OTiifluctilatidni^  ^^ill 
iiev«r  aci^t'of  a^di^ided  hiearti'  Ifth^mmfWl^e 
.  o»e  ?0€>it|* kept-  for*  this  lusty  ^nd  tivotber ' toAb 4br 
tbat,tb<m<aiiayest46epitbewh)c^r.I  wkliii€rv€Sr  take 
-.«p  my  abode  in  a  hean^  witeteith^'WerldoiidB^are 
nUowed-imBatis/-*  "^-'^  '»'  ^^  >'•>  t..  }i    '  -.^^.i  ai^.J 


keep  hack  notfeting  from  tbee.  My  wannost.  Affec- 
titms  sh^ll  beoeeforth  be  consecrated  t^ibee.  Nolooa 
dQ8erv!je«  them  better,  do  ooe  eaivreward  them^so 
well.  IJove  thee,  because  thou  lovedat  me  ftrst.  I 
ehall  never  love  tbee  with  an  ardour  equal  tg>  thine 
yeKcellencies  and  my  iown  obligations;  but  thou 
thalt  have  my  best*  I  should  hate  myself,  if  I  pre^ 
ferred  not  thee  above  my  chief  joy." 

3.  Givimg  the  heart  to  Grod  implies,  tfaftt  we  are 
•  perfectly  free  in  the  surrender  we  make. 

A  gift  is  not  that  which  is  wrested  from  a  man 
against  his  will;  but  what  comes  freely  and  eheer'^ 
fuUy^  of  his  own  motion,  and  with  full  consent. 
.  Whatever  is  done  in  religion  merely  by  the  terrors 
of  natural  conscience  (though  region  frequently 
begins  here;    and  the  terrifying  apprehwsions   of 
bell  and  damnatien.have  been  tbe«fneans  of  melting 
.  some  hearts,  on  which  love  could  make  noimpres- 
,  eioB)— ^but,  I  say,  if  our  (el^pion  peirer  cisce  higher 
.  than  this,  we  do  not  come  up  to  what  God  tequiiesb 
Dur  heartB,  in  that  ease,,  are  rather  surprised  than 
^  BurreoldeiVid,  and  upon,  the  ikrst  temptation  would 
probibly  desert  again.    No,  we  are  io  yield  up  our*  ^ 
•eWes  to.Godj  .It  must  be  6ur  own  act  mtddead^  ^ 
God:  kives  ai  cheerful  givtr.    ItahMld  be  an  unit 
I  Mnsirtiineid,  as  well  .as-  an  tinreserved  aurrender^ 
.  nod  lafaeit  vie  sM  ah«ut  it,  it  mnsa  mat ibeiwith  cold^ 
.  Bete  and  indifiemnce ;  much  less  with  reluctanoeor 
drawing} back ^  as  if  wie  badioather  be  excused;  «but 
witb  alacrity  sadf  joyvas  if  (and  it  j»  really  the  Ma6,) 
lar '}(  .w#  wero  goii^  to  remife  a  £tvauc  «and  no!  to 
.  t^ri^  M^ti^-^^Wbtfi'jQoA  aaora,.  'i  My  son,  pare  mi 
thine  hearV'  it  is  as  if  be  said^«^Vl?  cmildrfattfft  di»> 


J 

or  nop  k^t,  IJif^  wMjer  havp  it^ijfith.^iiMijw^jp^^ 

wT— *.  V^^<W8  <i/?t<|t  /t  »?.•  free-will  of^ng  :,|ijJo^j 
coM^nf..  4  ij^v^r :W^9  nfP«^  wi)ljng  fa  do  m^T,  ^biflf^j 

thop.,  l^wowld  OQt  but  do  it  fpr  t()e  worl^t  *  I  kU^^e  ^^ 
?oij^  wj§b^<J  to  4p  it,  tut  cppid  Dpt.  .Wbea  1(  would  j 
hw^  done  good,  evif  was  present^  with  me.^^  B*it>  ^ 
%)OW  that  thou  hast  wrought  in  me  both  to  will  ^ud-, 
to  do,  J.€«B.dp  it  freely— I  jcaqnot  hjelp.dpifg  W 
Oh!  it  is  sweet  to  run  the  way  of  thy  comm^Qd-  , 
meats,  wheo.  thou  dost  thus  enlarge  tny  bi^art  V  \ 

4fw  Giving  .the  hqart  to  God,  implies  f,  riso)uti99 
to  secv^  Minytin,  hbrmeas  and  rigbteousniei|Sy  all  the 
dayaofqurlixeg,  .  .    ,    I 

What  w?,^ivp.,.i8  nqf  longer  our  own*    Whim  .^ 
we  give  it,  to  be  syre,  it  is  not  our  design », and 
when  J  t:  is  .given,  it  is  not^in  our  power  to  recal  it*  ^ 
So  when  we  give^ovr  hearts  to  God,  we  put  them 
out  of  our  own  possession,  and  .make  oyer  all  ouf.^^ 
Tight  in  th^  to  God,  with  a  tacit|^  if  not  aii  actual  ^ 
and  express,  declaration,  that  |bey  ^ihall  be  |ii#  for    . 
«ver  and  evej-.    To  offer  pur  hearts  to  God  poly  fo|^  .^ 
such  a  time,  or  for  such  a  duty,  is  only  lending  them  |^.  i. 
but,  though  God  condescends  to  ao^pt ..pur  hearts, 
i  when  they  are  given^  he  will  neVer  submit  tp ^#17^4  \[^ 
His  gifts  to  us  are  *'  without  repeptamce  ;'*  rad.M  ,f 
ahould  be  purs  to  him*  We  should  say,  Hke  £phi1iiai>  .,, 
•♦  What  hfiye  I  to  dp  any  more  with  idols  ^-'  (B<is.xiv/i  ^ 
S.) .  And  spin  e^ct  we  do  say,  wbf  a  we  give  oor  beans^  ^ 
loGod:— *  Lord,  we  have  been  for  a,  gr«at.  while  cjiP..,,.. 
mkI  on:  spi|ietimes   professing  religioni    4t   btbef.^. 
^imas  scoffing  at  it;  sometiine^  vowing  OMrkaltp^^  • 


tli|£''W'*%«ir6i'  m^r  perpetually,  Ufoti^'^fSi] 
fu^ik'S^  lii^yociiUkh.  We  d«|ftl&re  ^fote'^  ttie^^ 
wdriidf  tlw  ire  ate  not  oui^  Qwioit  Ai>4  afe,  i^eddj  tb  ' 
bind  t>'iiredlve«  "by  lilie  Mron^e«t  eng^ments,  to' 
gli>Fi^  the*  is  out  bedks  aitd  \npwt  ^pirfta,  whtek  ' 
irttiijie:  '    .   ,  ♦  , 

ft.  'Wh&t  i«   i'mptted  lit  God's  deoiatidiiig   the ' 
heart?;  ^ 

1.  |t  Jtvpliei  strong  aOedtion  on  his  part.  * 

Mea^o  ncrt;  usually  claiin  what  they  are  lAdfJ^* 
feretit  atiout. '  If  it  b6  offered,  they  wilt  accept  of* 
It;  b^t|f  U  be  withheld,  it;  gives  tbeai  no  conce(n>  ^^ 
So!  if  Uoc)  had  been  indifleretit  about  our  hearts-^ 
Can4  most  astonishing  it  is  that  he  should  be  ottiierr^ 
wise  !  considering  what  aur  hearts  a^e;  bow  ihdil^  *^ 
ferent^-worse  than   indifferent,   how  averse^  hciW  ' 
full  of  ^hmity  against  hirn.     One  would  thiiili,^  ff'^ 
Wfts'sb  worthtes^  and  corrupt  had  been  offered  hitn,  ^ 
he  wpiildh^Vfi  rejected  them  with  infinite  cont^Wp^  ^"^ 
a«iliiilb|iiation)— ^^      1  say,  if.  God  bad'  been'^iiipil'^ 
di0erent.aAK)ut*  o^r  hearts,  he  nerer  would  have's^i-r^^ 
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IwathfeoiOY  n6t'-  "iSi/t^t^e'lstaiuaffebf 'the  text  is  nW 


^ji:Yi;^v3ii:.ifU7«-^^:i:.^ 


pat  net io  t  as  if  he  were-  ' 


4fl6>  J  New:Ye(ir*i  Sermon.        [SeIim/^R' 

ai;king  an'al^^  ;  :ad  if  he  eould  *ndt  bdiir  'to  'be^^fe-* 
nied  r*— there  is  love  in  evefy  wbrtf. 
•  It  is  a  common  saying,  ^and    ifev'er'  used  *wiH»' 
greater* propriety  than    here,   '*Tfrat  love' r^uired 
love/  *  Nowi  '*  God  so  loved- t!ie  Wdrld  tMatlie'  gave 
his  only-begotten  Son."     His  heart's  loveVas  bound* 
up  in  Christ ;  and  ydt  he  fre6ly  gkve  hitti  up.     Aiid 
be  expects  our  heafts  in  return.  ^  Wh sit  better  pWof* 
can  you  wish  fof  of  his  particular' kindness  fdr  yoti,* 
than  his  asking  for  your  hearts  ?     He  doth  T>y  that 
say;  as  in  Jer.  xxxi.  3,  *'-I  have  loved  thee  with  fen 
everlasting  love ;  therefore  with  loving-kindness  have* 
1  drawn  thee.'*  Afid  shall  such  drawings  be  ineffec- 
toal?    Shall  we  wantonly  throw  away  our  hearts 
upon    every  vanity  that  solicits  'them,  and    suffer 
them  to*  be  a  cage  of  unclfean  birds,  a  harbour  for 
every  lust,  and  the  property  of  every  bold  invader, 
as  if  we  cared  not  who   bad    thetn;    when,   af  the 
sanie  time,  God  hath  done  so  much  to  gain  them, 
afnd  even  now  condescends  with  so  much  tenderness 
io  ask  for  them  ? 

2.  Shameful  backwardness  is  implied  on  our  parf.' 
'  No  man  makes  a  formal  demand  of  what  he  is 
aure  will  be  offered  him  without  it :  and  Tf  (Grbd 
had  foreseen  that  all  men,  after  a-  little  indulgence 
of  fleshly  lusts,  would  of  their  own  accord  think' on 
their  ways  and  turn  their  feet  unto  his  testimonWs; 
and  that  they  would  encourage  one  another  in  'reli- 
gion as  much  as  ever  they  enticed  one  another  to 
sSn,  saying,  "Come,  and  let  us  join  ourselves  to  the 
Lord  in  a  perpetual  tovenant  never  to  be  forgotten  :?*^ 
—1  say,  if  the  Lord  could  have  depended  on  o'Ur 
voluntarily  giving  oik  hearts,  he  heeded  not  to  tave 
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down'  from  heaven fipop  th^chi^ieo of .tn^u^  to  ^ 
if  UiQre  Ytsfe  any,  tbatdid  uotjer^tand,  .and seek. aftfr 
Qpd.  . .  Xhey  are  «U  gone^^ide,  th^y ,  are  .?il,togpt)iej, 
b^<;9JXiQ  .£U;t>y ;  there  is  noae  that  dpeth  gopd*  n^t 

'  <^  Iqideedt  b^d  as  the  world  is,  there  are  few  i^p  ab^n- 
doDed,  as^  w^en  God  makes  his  suit  to  tbem^  to  tell 
him  in  so  cpAoy  words,  ^We  have  nothipg  to  give 
tliee/     Somethiog  or  other  most  men  would  offer* 
But  what  is  it?    Why,  some  offer  to   give  God 
their  tongue.     They  will  talk  about  religion   from 
moreiiig  to  pight,  in  all  compauies,  se^ooable  or , 
unseasonable.     They  will  dispute  about  religion^. 
and  be  strenuous  in  defence  of  this  and  the  other 
doctrine;  and  no  one  shall  outdo  them  in  extolling 
"the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,"     And  this,. 
they  hope,  will  suffice* 

Others  will  offer  to  give  God  their  lear., — Oh,  they 
will  be  "  swift  to  hear/'  They  will  run  every  where, 
any  where,  where  any  thing  is  to  be  heard.  Never 
shall  any  preacher  come,  let  him  be  who  he  will  or 
what  he  will,  but  they  will  be  some  of  bis  hearers. 
They  will  hear  a  sermon  every  day  in  the  weel^^  and 
two  or  three  .f im|ss  a  day,  if  thqy  c^n :  and  surely, 
they  hopei  this  will  do. 

Other?,  again,  will  offer. to  give  God  their. Aanrf^ 
—Oh  how  good  they  will  be  to  the  poor !  They 
will  J30t  be  810  close-fisted  as  some  are,  w|ien  they 
V^  called  upon  for  their  charity :  they  will  be  rieady 
to  communicate ;  and,  in  this  resjjeqt,  whatever 
their  hand  findeth  to  do,  they  will  d9.  it  with  their 
might*    Aod,   surely^  "charity  will  cover  a  mul- 


l^iiig,else.      '  ^\  .; ,.^      .    ,       ,.    ?-.*>.  »/5 

Jn  short,,  ^en  ^jU  pr?J«q|  ^ejr  Miap  ^:^(?n^ 
and  fpBdljr  presuip^?  t^it,^jf  an  i9^t£?99fl$ 

^ieed3  be  an  accpptpble^  p^fviqe  ;.,t.tiQ«glt,  i^^ 
Tvhile^  the  heart  is  withheld^  (Or,se$r|^tiy.  a^nrfft^ea^ 
tp  th|e  lusts  of  thefles^,  or  thdly^tS;  pf  ..the.  ^4^  .4^ 
the  pride  of  life.  God  knows  tf^^^t  (f9r  V  fM  .|^R9^ 
ar^  naked  and  open  to  t^e  eye^  ^f  .)ii{q  >vitt^  ^^901 
Ive  h^ve  to  d9*')9  ^^^i  th^refore^  whei^  t^e.saijpi^ 
^*  My  son;  give  me  thine  beaift,^  it  is  as  if  \f^  ^^^ 
i9^^  Do  not  telj  mie  of  this  or  that :  I  wiU  bAne,  tt^ 
hearty  or  nothing.  Tq  what  purpQi|e  is  th;gjq^i|j^« 
tudf  of  thy  fair  speeches  unto  in^  ^— such .  ioc^ji^ 
ts  an  abomination*  I  insist  upon  a  fre,^  ^pid  fu^js^^ 
render  of  thy  whole  self^  body,  soul,  af^  spi|fft,  ,^jt4 
all  the  parts  and  powers  and  faculties  o.f  eaeb^  Q 
xny  son !  my  son!  why  art  thpii  so  ^a^l^^i^wf^g^ 
yield  thyself  to  me !  Why  wpulcjst  thpu  pii^t  rty^^op 
MTith  any  thing,  rather  tbap  that  lyh^ch  th^;^^  knovesi 
I  principally  require  aqd  delight  in !  j^Iav^  I  ^fft 
a  bavren  wilderness  unto  th^^  .  y^h^\  i9^^MfJ^ 
Been  done  more  unto  th^  thfit  I.  hay^.  p)t.dj])|^j| 
Why  then,  my  son,  why  wilt  thou  no^^giy^^q^t^^^ 
hearth  -        -. 

Whose  eoDscience  does  iiot  upl)raid  Jij^m^V^l^llIf 
fftatitude?  ITho  doth  not  bl»<sj»,  t^sit^C^A^u  " 
be  pbH^  to  ask,  ^d  ask;  li^jo,  ^oj  yrhit'^^^^^^ 
fte^y  and  long  ago  have. offei!|&d,bt^^j?, ,.  ./j,,,,  h-,... .i 

,  111.  »*A«a  should  ^eey«|6^.fhear|t?^^<Lg^ 
-  1  anSwer^'Immediately,   the  ma^e^t X3^,|»|te 
for  them.    Say  not  to,  God,  •.  Go  th]f'ffS[\/fP^fifm 
agaib,  and  to-morrow  }  vul  give,  wl^ej^i  ^jti^L  |ii|| 
it  by  tbbe.    Vr%l  Vqul4  you  £«t  Ajyi;;#;tjU|8f 
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«S:cu«M   ar^    you  .frtlttiiDg?-^— «  F*«    Hre\busvf^ 

4lPRit'^  ttat'  MSifitesf,  wfiich  is  more  important  « 

lA%iiht4ffran(lie  salvattott  bf  yoiir  soul^  ?— *  tbufirt 

f^^^ak'fiukreP''    Wliat  U  that  happine&s,^  tvhicft 

W*  V^?jr  thofaghts  of  death  will  data p,   ind  the*  aj*- 

l^foaW  €^ 'd^atb  dfesttoy,  atid  trhich,  after  deatb^ 

%l^fll'*is8tie  in  Weeping  and  wailiflgand  gnashirig  of 

%iSiW  for'  ^Ver .— «  You  are  young  T  For  that  very 

fj^dii  ^IVe  yttur  hearts  Xo  God.     He  loves  tbetii 

tftaf  )(yv6  htm';  And  /^  those  that  seek  hiln  harhf^ 

i^aililnd  HlA*— *  JToii  arc  o/rfj?*    The  more  tieed 

Ifte^^  id,  thkt  What  you  do  you  should  do  quiekly.^ 

Btft'^yMiV'  Acarto  ar^  nhthtdf    Alas !  till  Jojtf  hav* 

j^eti  theifli  to  GOd  they  never  will  be  better. '  Giv^ 

tBose  sibny^  deceliful/and  desperately  Wicb^d  hearts 

t6  OodV.arid  be^  thak  he  would  give  yoi,,  in  the 

#&om  €ff  thieftij  i  new  ^^art^.a  Hetirt  of^fiesh»  a  flleiin 

fetf art,  lift  lipri^ht  heart  / 

lA^i  hone  of  jbw  (d^duses  'willserye.-^ — But  why' 
irtfoQld  you  s<^ek  ejrcutes  for  (kflayln^  whit  can  neveir 
Jfe  dbtfe  to  better  advantage  than  ucny  ?  "Behold,  no# 
krrhe  aedepefed  tinief  ;1bebo!J^nQwjs  the  d^^y  of  s^v?^^ 
IteiJ.^*  1f6i>kn6w  hot  wfios^  your  liearts  may b6^  it6f 
Wh^re  ftw  hearts  may  be,  to-morrow.^ .^  yfttpn.Qbd, 
ttifei^eftre^'  <fpmes  doWn  among  i|s,  and 90Sy.^\My:^atii  ^ 
.  fiV^  tne  thine  hetlft/^  iei  it  not  be  threW^^^ow^  on^jf 
wbcr ^c^htjjfy ;  |el[  rt'tie  ^general  ?<it ;  l^topt^iing  bt 

bferefs  %^  I(nd  ' 

wfeic;  sifra  1^  Tet  li  go  rounds  till  God  W  every  J^e^ 

S^O''-^^*^^^  «  'happy,  beginoiisgpf  the>^??: 
T«ir"#ttii)a  this  be'r-i* — ^Who  kn<M^  i*hat.in|g<^ 

likt'^«jitb%ls  V^i^'  niay  he  bi^  With ! '  «  Go  td 
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now;  ^tbllt^8ar^,'lf6-^y  or  txMBorroww&wilLJgQ 
ihto' sdcU  !&'  city';  and  eontinoe  there   a  *^r,  and 
buy  anl]  seil,  '  and  get  gain  ;.  cinemas  ye*  taiovr  aot 
what  ^hall  foe  on  the  morrow ti  "for  \<rhfft  isTTOdr  Iii8  ? 
it  id  even  as  a  vapour,  that  ^ppeaveth,  for  <^^«  little 
while,   and  then  vanisheth  awav."— ^Instead  of  the 
profit  and   pleasure  that  you   are  pro»i&ii%  your- 
selves, it  may  be  a  year  full'  of  * disappointtnente. 
Instead  of  gaining  new  relations,  you  may  lose  the 
dearest  of  your  old  ones.     Instead  of  spending  tbe 
greatest  part  of  the  year  abroad^  sickness  may  con. 
fine  you  at  home.     Instead  of  being  able  to  contri* 
bute  to  the  relief  of  the  destitute^  you  yourselves 
may  be  so  reduced  as  to  need  the  charitable  as- 
sistance  of  others.     Instead  of  -  reckoning  up  .how 
many  funerals  you    have    attended,  you  may    be 
numbered  among  the  dead.— -Be  it  so.      If  you  have 
given  your  hearts  to  God,  none  of  those  things  will 
move  you.    You  will  not  be. afraid   of  evil  tidfhgs ; 
your  hearts  being  fi^ed,  trusting  in  God.    Yoti  will 
not  be  dismayed  at  the  desolations  God  mak^tb  in 
the  earth:  your  treasure  is  in  heaven;  and  where 
your  treasure  is,  there  will  your  hearts  be  iifcb- 
You  will  not  be  afraid  of  the  pestilence  that  ^Wafl^eth 
{n  darkni^s,  hpr  of  thfe  destruction  that  wttt^th  kt 
noon-day;  for  if  this  earthly  house  6f'y6ur  taber- 
nacle should  be  dissolved,  you  kfnow  that  you  sball 
have  ^^  a  building  of  God,  an  hdus^  not  tead^  with      , 
'  bktids,  eternal  in  the  heavens.'**^ In  short,  let  events 
be  what  they  will,  if  you  thus  begin  the  year  with 
the  dedication  of  yourselves  to  God,  you  may  Idbk 
with  confidence  to  the  end  of  it     With  conffdence 
-i-riot  that  you  shall  know  no  chfangeS,'iii^Hiy^t^be 
io  trouble,  like   Other   men ;  but  ^laf,   wbaMver 


t.getbffrfer  yx>ur  good ^i^'^^that  ''  tM  Lord  shall  pre- 

'^unw^tH^e-  irautt  all/evil :  heisHall.preservie  tby  sou) : 

•  tke  Lord  ahaili  pveae^e  tjny :  goiog  out,  and  thy 

comMig  in,/ from  tills  'time  ^th  and  even  for  ever- 
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•  Afid'tiictt,  tooy  what  a  blessed  preparative  is  this 
"^tr  the  Lord's  Supper ;  that  sacred,  that  spirituaU 
that  davise  feast !  Words  oannot  express  the  en- 
> dealing  aoeoes  that  have  the&  isiiid  there  passed 
4»etw^eeii  Christ  and  believers  ! 

*'  He  gives  me  there  his  bleeding  heart,  j 

Pierc'd  for  my  sins  with  deadly  smart ; 
\  give  my  soul  to  him  ;  and  there 
Out  loTCi  thdr  mutual  tokens  share." 

•  • 

.Sp  ths(t  fqr  any  to  go  there  who  are  not  disposed  to 

;g)ve'th^r  heairts  to   Christ,  is  ju^^t  as  if  a  person 

should  go  to  market  for  such  and  such  things,  when 

he  wiiSfTesolr^d  not  to  lay  out  any  mon^y.    Such 

^igtit  ;w  weilr-they  .  hM    much    better — stay   at 

.h^n^*  .Such  might  well  tr^pble,  when , the  Kiiig 

sOKue^ato  sfie  his  guests,  a|9d  eat  his  pl^as^nt  fs:uit, 

rji^ttf  cofDing.  to  tfaLe;m>  ^^pecting  frMit,  .and  finding 

/.iip(hil)gnbHt.Wv«9  0Qly»  h^.shouljd  be ^ provoked, to 

. -*W>  *',  Let»»o  fcwit;  grftifr  pn  thee  from  heqceiforth 

ifor^qy^'iVOb,  W*>atrA  fete),  what  s^  VAsiMe^with^- 

'  i W  V<w4d  tb^re  ,b€ !  .  r 

/,  34t  V.l,hQpe,better.tbiQg8;Qf .you,  even. thing* 
:Yrhich,ac(:ompany;  salvatipn,  thoug]^  I  thus  ^|p»pa.k.V 

^  ilTou,^^  JP%iy  to  gi w ,  MP  your  bewtj?  to  God  ;  and, 
4^efoi:Q,  let)90t  a  s^psf .  .pf .  yoyr  imperfections  ^pd 

,  ,#i|)W«^r!*ioepa,d^ottrag9  yoju,;,  fiv  if.  there. be.first  a 

-m^S9h  "^ft^  >Ac»f  ,aj(^^te4j*ccor<Jling.<o,  what  a 
man  hath,  and  not  according  to  what  he  hath  hot. 


c4rs  A^mg»Mifd$S€tMfk.    rptummm 

t  is.  ItnM  Ibt  Jii^i|[Q«g«r  nl  y^uTi^wIk,  ifhWkotkbtm 
t:i  Jn^  ilMltffeo  tel  ^lMr>la]nioth!Bmr^ic]{aliAir.i|ip»a 

i»j  i  ItcmijrfknMdQs^to  diowy      =      ^^  :     -i  >  *  '  >  .1  ux 

^      1.  Bebatwe  lie  '4tem«QQ»d6  tbems  und  hfm^^  nght  to 

i»them*     '  •    '  ■  .•*•'.'(,-•• 

-    He  d^flBandd  tbem^    He^r^vvte)  ?H^<iti l)hK#ir«iii, 

^tfaousand  afod  ath(>UMnd.hbart&  haveJunnigridded 
'  to  th^m  upoii  the  first  suniinons.diMiglithi^.Uid  ro 
-|K>w^f  fo  enforce  thisir  demands'  biib  th^  hM^.ap 

some  glitteriDg  gewgaw,  and,  while  the  silly  JUtHi^it 
t  g»tng  at  4t,  tfa€^  fastbo  on  im  dndaS)  aitd.thatf'lead 
"iiimifsspme  Mik^W^i^j^^^i  it  ia  God  IhntHCfilis 
,ifer  yoifr  heaHa  ^^GM,  whose  %a«d  givasi  Wnrr  to 
•  tbe  iUnivisMeJ  ^E«(a  ^  fi^asid  bail,  'SMw^  'aad'VftfOw, 
laodistdtfny  wiikli^'  ftiiil  his  mbtA^'  Atigdiii a»Uit 
rvUj  iMr jtollMiijkba^  lisarkeii  10.  «hd  vwto  Mt/ilm 
«oid ):  ai&d  id«f^]  k^i  tiaadMet  ^ftce it; .  i^t  •  i^  1 4%  $ j^t 

yioa  diMb^  Wifi  ^  Tha^iM^  t^  fa»'«pBllMribcr7toi4r 
*«ay,  '«>Tli4)a6^mi<M  emivna»  ltt«b«fOQM«4t^||v!lcnto 
4faait  JsmhB,  bring  ith^m  Aad)^<  and^  4»ff  ;l<bM^%> 

^ooMiBbt^pMventvt^  «xbcutifna  bf  ttci  >  ^S^JMrM 
ii|K4caii  iooo«,  twiae.tove  1  kfMsdi^lMsj.Ali^tip^wer 

'  B<it  1  i<k>  ttiit'aif ua  i«  ia^m^mk  ii^wlw»ghMm§6i»i 
tighi.  ^igoHiiag^irigMt  «b:wiiat  hd  iVtoaalHiiHnWMl 
a^Ia  am  ttiina.^'/kMP^aiiiej  )>maMie(%^^  l^ltiaibcwl'f  * 
tibd^  4bei  «it|M84^itMe0f }  4liii /woiW  >  M  M^f/^lMt 


<  HiiffamdnnfewagrltoinsfiaiittfaeMli.  n<B«<kih4Mhikli 

to  'eisriwiiii^  Jnikpem. arndtakHOfi  vhea^sdiis  £«liM» 

•of  BBercies  kindly  ioterpoaailb'  bi»-b<Mr^  jikMin^  tfr 

000  Hi04>e»r0n0  aadvobettioai  i^Udram  fferwfaingi 

-««%ei«ii^  '*  Delivofitbbai.fiNim  9>i«g  do#n  int6 

the  pit*  for  1  have  ibund  a  raasom."    Thus  *'  wia 

.'«to«at-oardwa,  but  avaj&ouybt  iwith  a  pritt.*''**^ 

<~  Shall  I  tdljDou  what  dnt  price  wasl'-^ivby,  tfaaa, 

'  ^  You  wete  ledeemed  not  with  cormpttibie  tbiofs, 

'  atwb  aantilvttr  and  gold ;  but  with  the  precioua  blood 

.ofChtict)  at  of  a  lamb  without  bl«»ish  atid  withoitt 

»«a|^t.* 

t'  iAikdiiow,  what  think  you?  Is  God  ua  wa«oiiaMa 
^-in  his  dettanda, -  wiwa'. h« aajM,  .'Mtfy  tOMigiva.  me 
cthtD%  haaft?'*»**»Fa«ls  laritiagte;  ^ilftnott)  says, 
rft'Wiiieittitfn,  tboi^  L  aaigfat  ba<  mtf ch.Md  to  <A^ 
ij«ta>4hafc  which  is  coanrMi^itijyist' .ibt/Ivyiri'a  aidM  I 
<l«tb«r  btaceckthflBe."  >»SD:hirebi<  God  n%lA  .irajoiit 
"r  j^^!upoft  'your  pent*  t/MtintntMl .  your  iMtarte  iaiK 
^nediatciliirt-  and  deelaiet  ^lilals  jf  y«u-.  hesitate  a  V 
\jn0tteiRt4f'h«iw«iildiiatrfh».y«ii  iitsAMtljF.  ieiO.  h«H( 
'Inil^v^'knra'swke,^  he  apfMMaaU  ilhe<£*'ther,  ha- 
-•^eiiiiiig  tij^  fhnraid  aad  aaubb«m  'eivMMM  tf^bA 
^iiaMto«iledAto:bi|%  aad\piit.thMMelVttg^.ag{(iQr:D«dfl» 
rlM»i|^(Me«ti6ii]aiid  aaarew  If  a  pMrent  vm(bfi»bt»m0 
'«y<y«tf^iiadwiK|UMBt ^oo^aad etwa  kiiaal  i»>)nHii 
lind  in  the  teadereat  expresaiOni';ramiad  '|K09i>.«i!ith 

•iMif*t>abtf(^t«dBiid  anftahad  Mratyouthityoui  infiibtiy 
lAd'cbiMhMiy.  WarsAnidi  »lt<|rlka»nUiiti  4»t»t  HtM>9 
■y^tr^aliWiyv  <'*A^dfUl>^<^itMf*^e,i«lfiidft:  to  da 
4ta|iy^«iV  dMbtlteoarithdte^'loflwtold^iafltfllat^yoM.  to' 


47i  at^^Xt^-'Sim^'Mern^     '_[]BKBKi  a6. 

1(91%  bitsv^  and  W  diittlbi  tomna^ed^iuld  ^ekfittotidnate 
^thefi  and  «ot  .Mcid-'hw  -gfey  -hitirs  withi  sorroWiito 
fltogrevi  $  iam  petsutdl^d  tio^re  isjiiot:  oaeioC  you 
^t^w^dld  melt  iftto^ieMB,  Aod^  if  yod  couldvsfMk 
at^ll^^w^uM  pouroot  the  uMiroieBt  prdfessioiuiiaf 
jjhyve -mid  duty.  And  yet^  mflfeerionsite  add  .com- 
'pliable  a0  you  would,  be  to  an  earthly  parent)  yonr 
lieaTenly  Falber,  it  BeeiM»  may  ask,. and  ^entieat^ 
iaod  be9eecli>  and  demand,  and  you  4»e .  Qoaffiected 
and  inaenaible  uaderall^thoiij^  lie  aaka  but  6tT 
his  tiwn  }  what  be  made^  wbat  be  maiiitaitis,^  what 
be'pun:baMd;*~W!bat  ia  M  obrpavade.abcHit justice 
4Um1  hoaesty  i  With  what  hce  can^we  boagl^of-reD* 
defingto  '^  Cscaar  the  things  which  *amCatoay^'' 
while  we  refuse  to  give  unto  *^  God  the  thingawMdi 
are  God's?" 

'  $.  Beeatiae  God  alone  can  k§^  theiteart*  ^  .^ 
Thiai9anotber  reason. why  we-' should  give  Ibem 
to  him.  It  is  certain  we  /cannot  keep  tbam  onr- 
•elvte*:  th^  that-  know  theA  best  have  aobliow- 
ledged,  that  tbey  are  **  deceitful  aboy(3  all  things, 
and  desperat€4y  wicki3di''-^Bat  perhaps  you  <lo'wt 
think  so:  ^>  You  do  notdtnow-  bn^  yoor  hearts  <ise 
▼wy  900^9  mm!  aa  well  under  cooMsaaindi  as  yo»  ooufal 
wicAi/  Atid'Wky  P.-^^J^ecause^yon  onljf  try^heai  ita 
things  «whicli  suit  their  inclinatiein  I  Let  hm  prufMse 
atriid.  ^  Bid  yeur  hearts,  thett,*fbmake*lb«  sin  thdt 
tnost  easily  beseta  you  :  bid  tbem  baletit-witb'ptff- 
fedtJhfttred:  bid  them^ioiretHe^iBible'tbe  better  fdr 
iortadoKng  it^  -and-deniHiuciog'  the^wtratb^of  God 
against  itv  Try  that»  and.  then  tell  (merwdatyHMir 
.hdatts  am;-^3utl^need  not  wait  for  y<M»rteaii»ony, 
when^ao  naany  Ghriati^ns,  who^^baveibeen^^iawtfe 
oS  the  treacbtry  oCthjeir  bMrts,andi  have  kapt  t«h«m 


/withi  aliitbebitti^eveei  >tho]r  inAiiUw  btfviinl^QBI|^ate«i, 
ilrfa^tincthQihotiwt  fria^an-r'wUeij^iittej' ba|$^,.h««il]  Ji» 

them  thiflkthdraadv^m  wctireKi-ry^tieireafiL  tb^Q  ,th^r 

liMartd  havft  .started  ^sidoy  like  a  bcoktn  ibftlV)  l^od 

noi  away  after  aay  featber  that  accident^ly  bleF 

&cros8»-*>Aias  !  we  keep  mir  JiCBrt^ !  U'b£n;pf iocipt- 

ii  ties  .and  pawere,  and  spkrituai  wicked  oeMae.itt  hi^ 

l^aees^  ate  combined  ^against  tbem  ?    Imiiossibile. 

We  might  as  weU  baU  tbe  iwiods  m^  our  fifite,  or 

bind  Sataabimaelf' with  a  oord,  and  make thepriaee  ^ 

of  darkness   erur   prisoner ;*~KF%  keep.(mr  beactsi 

Ati§ela»  tbetescel  in  strength,  cmM  not  keep  theie. 

N(0(tbiiig'but  the  mighty  power  of  God  isequalto  k. 

Down  upon  your  knees,  therefore,  to  the   Fatbee.of 

spirits,  and  beseech  him.to  undertake  for  yo^«    l^^ke 

winb  you  wordsi  and  aey  uatobim,  ^^'  Xske  away 

all  iniquity»  and  ireocave  us  gcaoiouslly :  so  will  we 

sender  the  calves  of  our  lip^     Asshur  shfdl  not>€iafe 

uib;^wewiU. not  ride  upon  homes;  .neither.  wiJli,  me 

aey.  te  the  wpck>of  pur  handfti.  Ye  ure  <mt  godfc*' 

(  Hes^  I xi V.  ^/; )  we  roA^uBQe  all  dep^danoe;  on>  our 

»oiim>9im)4  ^Rieft  auy  mm  of  .flesh.)  Lardf  kxtep  h»; 

Loid,  saire  Wi  ot  we* perish/*  Aad  :if  tbe  Lord 

efaQukt  ba  j^ksed  ^^  say*  '>  My.iSony  I  coBs^t  to 

.nmeiyti^  thee;;  and  siftee.  tbpu  canst  iiotf  kee|)  ti^ 

.^rtithysfAf,»l:wiH  Jbee|>it  for  theerV^^n  yoa  will 

tbe  safe.  MS«i9ai)lh  thei's^ieilistt;  V'  He  th^t^dweUertb  in 

hihe  secreit  phicexst*  theMoet  jy jgh«,s  ish^U  a^d^  under 

ttoi|  s|u9dafv«jQf  ll^  Aknigbty.  ,.iUe  sh^ll  cover  fetiee 

vi^tthibbifesAbeniii  and/  iiaiyiQf>  bist  wiogs  shalt  tivrix 

4m$tt*  bistAmth^  /ahaU.he.tby  fsbjisld  /audi  buokler^' 

f  ^V'ttU'  ^ek  1 1  till  X*  •  t^^' widlb  a  gfester  thtn^ha :  ff  My 
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«m[  gon»-TS'iible4<K  pl«iek-^«tu  hiSi'tX'iSfy  «l^t4^(9n 
hn^**'  <.ToHit«.  rf9.)'^i««'«ftn«eae=>!^  I«lr#1Mfi| 

trust,  fttld  take  yoar  hearts  int6  y6iir  6W6  tft^Hii^^ 
Ml  sine.  a«  evet,.  and  lis  idoA  fli  «Vei>,-  >^6if  iJIb'^l^is. 
yoo  fiiUt  the  en«diy,  fbttt  H<lth  tt)^^  W<fle  16  de««tV&; 
itiitt*  the  fanroonMe  o))|MttB(ifty;  BtUf  ydir 'heaitt 
<We\gQike  bdbfe  you  »a^)ck:t  <fa«nk  (6  b«=!i»'tfiifage(^ 
I  repeat  it,  ther6foi*e,  egiin:  WHeti  jr^ftf-bciVe  put 
your  hearts  iato  God*g  hAbds,  be  >MhteAr  t<>  ^nt^ 
fheni  *het«s,  StiGur  they  ea^not  be. '  **'H«'fhat1be^ 
etfa  titefe^ili  iMt  aiflntbei*.  .  fllebokf,'  he  lfa«C  KtHftitftb 
Israel  ihiU  neither ehimher  nor  «Ieef ... '.  l%id  £,6f^ 
k  tby  shnde  «p<Mi  thy  rfg4»t>  band  i<y  >««  M^  tH^i^tiAii^ 
<kf  Oodt  wtrieb  fNMsetb  «H  TtadeitthndtAg,  sIrtfR  1^ 
y<w»  bottrti  Md  Miridv:  KhftMighf'  Ch^  iMttif.^i^ 
It  «ra«  tbiS'ifeade  the  Ap^siie^  «nridif  dll  tiiA  ^fi; 
1$^  c«n>pM)!ti  and  cheerful*  BttW  'sWdMiy'ddes^VlP 
srug !» (*  Ney«rtb«l«M'I  hdi  mM  d^httflidir  MM4^ 
ivhotn'  I  bttVe  believerfy  and  f  «tft  (MnKltkd^  fiMtt4i^ 
ia  able  to  k^p  ilrbat'I  hattf  OibalitM^tbWttf  ^gahMt' 
that'day^^  (<3  Titt.  i.  14.)  Kkrtl  l%^y'th»i  'Wlftr 
hi^e  given  their  heartt  to^Be-iroHtf,'^  ^t^i^^^'^ijia' 
fhey  Meet  trowUe,  <nHi  tM^  iti«ei'  dtethv  'MftH'HJfe^'^ 
i^y  irfrd  .  uxoltattdr,  !eoiiMent'l>f^(b^ftH^eAR^  "IH^ 
etefnitP)rf  r^rr-^'It  »ec|«iear<'fW'SUWiM!!ri-'  '"'^i'  "  ^-*  "••' 
.d.  ]^W8iiGodAbli«oUiA«a#4»ui^tiiitrtdg><)^"^'^'  '^ 
:  Our^hell(rt»  tnie'nDl'onli|r«iipnedi0  tiftttMi'WMf^^ 
oi>k,;lHit.illffceted  ilritkdMeakptfr#«itbtif  pd)el«ti^r«' 
8^  m9dignantt«ndinM>rtot«p  ts^«ttetikie4fHiMl^ibi(ttr 

oC:h«inMii9JiiUatb^»6v't  Vfapt  iOMt y«i/ ^^'^y^hn^ 


^  |H)|||^  <;9WmiJlf>  fpAne*lwftati«nh.     Bm  \tm» 
^ 9^nfpfir  i^  A  .<4tf .  w,^Hiod  -iic^vkbMSy) :  bmt  M 

ar(^  ^j|(iV[f%  6^Vt.  .^  «tt  mrnvsT'di  iiiibl6«»iicMK 

V  QuVpf{t|#ihef^;p!foqQQid:evil'>tbcatgHls,  'viw^wnl 
9i^^]j^s^fa^,.  fohuctfikoi^^.^fU  I  finite  witaBHt:!  Uwt 

%\f^lem^^  {lis.  ^t»>  AhM  aiiAtttilfli^iiiib-ietoMM^ 
^.bi^^  fnafik  all  orMy!  cnte  of  -  4 kisnn  ««iMf  e  HiiA^' 

mPmh  ^i!fm^li^m0\\  Hmyhtmivf  ^miet>(m4f 

the  Main  upon  ^iMfWBPMiiiaai  ■!>!«  itieep->  'by^Bdtt-' 
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never  so  dean ;  ^yot^""  «thci  ixirtf  *^M  ^^^iMlglf  iler 

(Jkibixj<90^V>  indeed,  itiiviSodik)  pMr^AHvi^  ^^i 
aai'tfaeXopd  which  sanctify  you^'     (Lev.  i-x.^S:) 
aod  agaios'  ^^  Than  will  I  afftrinkle^teiki^  Wdfttrnpoii 
you;  '«nd  ye  ahail  be  olstin  :  from  >idi  yotti^  filtMiieas 
asd  from  ail^yfiiiF  idok  will  I  eleamefyMP/^"''  iffts^; 
x««vi.  2fi0'   Give  .Mm,  therefore,  youl^  ^)loMuVed 
hMft8»  and  pny,  VOeate-  is-  me  a'>clMn<»theaMv 
Q  God,    BDtd    xenew  a  right  sphrk  mti thin  me/' 
<|*$.li.  10.)    '  f       .     .         .....      c:.  ai 

*  As  totheAai'diietftfof^heheart'^^WbeDitStPlft^ 
a  atone,  impenetcaUe ;  likfe  •  a  rock,  itbmkw^Mfe  r 
nekhM  a^moBs,  net  prayeta,  nor  mercies,  n^'judg^ 
menta,  'CUn  make  it  feeL^  Wiiat-a  itielMehbly^^caaifr' 
li  thia !  The  atvpified  person  hi  maelf  may  aeo4l^  iU 
the  midst  of  all^  and,  beoaese  te'lbelB  no  psAtii  a^ 
prahoadfl  no  dan^r ;  bet  by^atanders  weep  '4¥«Ar  his* 
inaeMibility,  bs  a  sad  progoostie  of  appAJ^tahtli^ 
'  deaths  TW  ahm  ia  a  distemper  whieh  *he  onl;^«whd^ 
made  tbei  hearts  can  fUmtj  *  ^.^  Fcnr  -God  'inaketK'^ifQ^ 
heart  soft"  (Job  iaxiii«  H.)  "^  A  n«<irt«tirtf^fl^ 
will  I  giire.  you^  and  ia  rurm^  apvrit  *#ill  1  ptff  wftMtf 
yAu  ;andJ  will  take wvayitKestotfyfaeaMbfkdfyMf 
ftsff^,  and  It  will  give  y  oil  fli^h^nidf  llesit.'^^^^ 

Agiii^j;  iB  ttrmie9edrhe«r*w  a^  di^topiSK^Whictf 
gracious  souls  often  complain  dfl--4ftstead  of  klhX^ 
(vfectem^aBdcAueBcy  Bndftfanrdurlft  setf  iit§  ttt^^[SBr6, 

alwt  upt?^lnr^spifitaBladiiaeStt«(tiiiM^ 
tc^d^Giira:goc8i)ftii#.eTii;i-i4hetr«ted^^  "ttPft^ 


•\ 


they  hAdeyes;^  tet  «aiir  mt ;  «ais,.  Irat  faaesanA  iteit^;  & 
a»>j£^/5^y  jaiEMi  fastv  bttt'oduM* not  walk  r  gKace;  i>tttri 
couldr4iotlek4rbisefit.  viTheyimiiiiat  pray^  they  cAn^f 
n#t^it^^.  Ih^nksv?  tbey'^aadot/moQ^a  forttin,  tb^ 
caa not  deljghtf  themselves  in:the  Lord;  and  they' 
may ; as  well  lift  a  mouotaiB,  at'  lift  up  (heir  hearts  to 
heav.^D.     They  (ha vilest  (bbeir  r^doUsctroii :  -wbak^ 
pasaedsiD  former  times-between  -Ghid  and tfaMtir isouls is'^ 
a$  if.it.had'.^never  been  :  all  the  exfieri^nces  tbey^ 
have  hudiof  the  divine  power  and  grace  and  faitlp^ 
fulnMs, lareltkeabooktsealed  up;  or,  ifitbeopfen, 
it  is  so  confused  and  blotted  that  they  cafi  make 
n^Hbiog^  of  <  iti-^A. case  coiAm^n,  and  Oruly  pitiable, 
is  this  I  Human  pity  will  not  do.    -What  a  mercy, 
then,  tbat,  *^  like  as  «t  father  pitieth  his  chiMreti,  SQ> 
th^Lord  pitieth  them  ^at  fear  him ;  forherknowc^lte 
our  Irame :''  and  he  bids  the  nwiih  wind  awake,  fttid 
the.:South  wind^ooflote,  and  blow  upon  ourgafdeni' 
he  quickens  «us,  acoordiag  ;tor  his  h>Tiing*kiiklfteas  ^ 
and  jwe  renew, our. strength^  so  as  to  run  witbiout 
^eacineas  and  walk  without. fainting^— yea^   andt^^ 
nvHint  i^p  with,  wings  as  eagles.     It  is  ^aid,  thav> 
^^God  gave  Soloteon  wisdom  and  und0rstanding)iMt^' 
ceedtog  oMicht;  andila^nesa^of  heart,  evenaitheP 
^vA  'On  tiiHA  aeanshone''  (1 1 Kings  ir.  i  $9  ^^  afad>  it  is' 
from  God  f^c^muat  jexpeot  it  too:  themfdrb  we  «^ 
only  promise,   with  David,  "  I  will  run  tftm  W4y  df 
thy,  c^imiBanflmetita)  wheD.ftbmi  isbalt  anlavge  my 
heart/'  (I?a«^3ilx.-.38.)     »  '   •     i*  »^      *        c* 

{Lmight  in. ttbe-  atm^^*  manner  hare  gone-.  oMinr'aK? 
theoi^^  4i9ir^mp(e«s4o.  which,  em  hearts  are  adll$tet/* 
and,b9,veshaiiimh9w£iodialoDe>caTi^h€dlthe^  b«t^ 
iMl^  th^e^w.  i«itaodfa4Dtoy  >Mffioe;<  I Jhey>  ibsTi- 
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sitk7  irMH^  y«<l  f»Mtr  y««ri#IV»  vbH,  it  rigriiiftfei 
nothing  ^  oStt  yoii'  sidyi*^  but  vUeii  ycM  ftel 
3F««r  dii<tirdMi,  yofi  wlit  iked  Httkt  perMiaskHi  to 
•ffily  to  Hi«l»  ^^ho  i«  «wia«9tly  tlie  Physteiad  6t 

<  4.  B«€aiiie  Ckiid  tl6w  ctn  jfl/  6iir  liearta. 

K^tui'ally  wd  are'poor^  and  dettitute,  witbatit  nnf 
tWflg  tttbitantial  to  fire  upon :  our  heart  iad  our 
fleiJbp  ftriletk»  aiM  wo  i^ry^  to-  ev^y  cioe  we  meet, 
Vhto  wfU  ahow  ut  aoy  good  ?-«««Our  earoal  hearts  fly: 
fint^tocamal  tbioga:  but  can  carnal  thinga  giro  us, 
th«  «0nt«i  t  we  look  tot  ?  Ovtt  sphere  la  too  coofii»d ;  ^ 
D^tb^i'  pnt  cllciiBiataaceiB  nor  oUr  cfOnaHtdtiona  niajr 
9}\oiW  m  to  make  all  tbe  experiments  which  6ur  ihdio  ' 
MjIkKIsi  oiigkt  prein4>t  na  to ;  but  we'  lave  upon  re* ' 
oofd  the  teatiflMty  of  one  who  went  through  att  tha  ' 
ne^ed  tf  i^aniiy  t  aodrp^riiaptf  it  wiM  be  better  le* 
eeivedt  if  r  qwote  kim^  not  aa  Solomo»  the  PraMher, 
bi:^  m  S6}oaion  the  King :  ^f  istd  in  mine  heatt,  Go 
to  no#,  I  Win  prove  thc^e  with  mirth ;  therefiH^  em^ 
joy  *  pleaanve :  and>  behold,  thia  also  ia  ymtkf^    t 
mai  of  hMighter,  It  ia  nmdj  arid  of  mirA^  iTbnl 
doothit>    laovght  ia  miilaheatt  to  giyoasyarif  to 
wine  (yet  acquainting  mme  heart  wifth  wiadoni^)  ontf 
«a  lay  hold  on  Miy^  till  I  aught  aeo  what  Wlaa 
thnt  good  for  the  aona  of  toan,  whkh  they  alM^oU 
do  undef  the  hearen  all  the  days  of  lAieir  lilb.    I 
made  me  great  worka;  I  boildad  aaa  kowoa;  I 
planted  me  vineyards ;    I  mo^  ma  gwdaim  aadi''' 
Oiehwds,  and  I  planasd  tiemiift  them  of  Jidl  Wnili 
of  ihli*  ....  Igathered  me  aiao  ailrea  and  pld| 
tmi  the  peculiar  taaasore  of  kin^  and  of  ll^p^ 
^iiMieo;  I  ga(  mo  meoraingHi  am)  womiiiiiiW|pw/" 


m  ^ 


aij.d  iqf r^a^fdi  flaq?^  tb^  4M(V  tbi^^  i^eij^  b«foia  la^.i 
^^f%wP#PT  «lffl[n|J^i«i^tkVP  ifWajllf^W^  | 

them;  I  withheld  not  my  heart  from  anjr  joy :  .fidr  .- 
my    heart ,  ^^^c^.   m  fiifil  .#W.  W«w«<  »fl* '  th|i» 
was  m^  pprtioD  of  all  ipy  la^ur...,  Tbiep*l4o9«lud 
jo^.aU  t}^eyW0f}k8,.tbat..m)i(  hao^s  bad  mv09ts^  a«4 

pi^  th^  lahpvr  ,tbat  I^  Md  U^urcd  jt^.dof  aocb  be^  ) 

.h()l(l,^  al)  ^W9t  vaoit^i  andv  yesAtioi^  qf  jfpifttf.  wtf 
th^re  wajs  no,  jKOffit  uoder  the.sun/' (£ci|^e44*ii«;h)  : 

Tl^is  wa3..Sp}QQQHaQ^'j9;expetiea(oe:  flKivVie  >«,.c|iil- 
.dr^n  of  this  wori^d,  ye  lavegs  of  pbaiMe,  4i«r^  if.  U 

be  aot  yo\ir^xp€tieace  too.    Yoa- that  tord  ^ii«^  . 

werp  YOU  ever  aatiafiedwitbsiWeri  lOi^y^otlwtlove  ^ 

Bbu^qajacf^i  with  iacjpeiiaei    Dili  9at»  dfno^eaM^^f^  ^ 

jiifTaim^yQur  thw^  i^ndi^vi^.gviitiftcftimih'pta^li^  ; 

ide^ir^?..  loJiie  midtt ef  y ^fus  au^iCpf^ ifWe. y«fl  ^ 

not  in  :Striiit«  ?-— «r-U  la.  ^oy  it  mu^vbf  ifQ-^bfaWfvor  ^ 

y o"u  .  ipay,  attempt , to.  ccmkmI  i  t .  i^s^Ok  the  .Wf  rldy  or  » 
exjpus^U  jtojourwlvea^rit  will  be  ?Liraya^^<^;..  Yoi^ 
Jiilgl^;i^s  wj^li  £11  ,yQur  belly .^witb  th^j^f^mni^  ^  .^ 
satis^  .t^e    cravings   .of. your  soi|la.*bf    m§kff^,,*. 
"  f  rovisioft Jfojj  the  jifiah  .toiuifil .th«4«€^^th4B*^       j 

•~ft^)  €>^^!  y-W'  b^«H^  fO;£iad^fljl|d  ypuj^iil  ^  ' 
it  •Qth^^;yM^^«  V  Hq..wiJl  iui^l  ,th^.  dcrsit^/otf  tbem  > 
itb|t  fe^r  jhyu  ;«he.  alao  ^k^iU  be^  tbe^  ^y^  :9a4»  W^l^ '. 
fai|e  |t<5m/'  <P§^ciilyk  ISj)  j  Lej»  thJ^  d^^i«aa  of  jrow-  \ 

lhee<^tj^tl^e  iijpd  <?f  %ypt4,«)W  %.  mpH#  ;  ^ 
wid^i«Ai^jj(i,U4»M^;;  (f  »^i«i^?M-:  IP.> .  TMiB..W».r 
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^  Attd  !  will  mtke  an  everiasCing  covenitfit  with 
themt  that  I  wilt  fiot  turn  away  from  them  to  do 
them  good  ;  but  I  will  pot  my  fear  in  their  hearts, 
that  they  shall  Ri>ld6|»lbrt4f6d^ifiei'^(Jer.  xxxii.  40.) 

And,  to  name  no  more,  ^^  To  the  praise  of  the 
glory  of  fi{^]fra^«,^wfaferirm«llQ  bMli^^^  us  ac- 

cented in  the  Beloved/'  (Ephes.  i.  61) 
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Rom.  xii.  2. 

if  ntf  he  net  cmfwmed  i0  this  w^ld:   hut  be  ye  tmke^ 
formed  by  the  t€kewif^  af  your  minds ;    that  yt 
may  pr^e  what  is  thai  gMd^  and  acceptabk,  smd 
perfect  wiil  of  God. 

DocTRiMSS  of  grace  doT always  iofer  and  eiiforce 
duties  of  obedience.  What  pasMd  bettreen  God  and 
^^ouT  aoiib  tlie  last  Sabbath  was  not  ( I  hope  it  was 
Bot — I  am  Hite  it  skmUdmi  bk)  a  tein{>orary  trans^ 
action.  3%€ii  God  said,  **  My  son,  give  tne  thine  ^ 
tk^eart.'*  You  gave  it  te  him,  and  promised — oh  how 
wkiniiily  did  you  promise  !~tha€  you  would  never 
so  tidiich  as  wish  it  out  of  his  hands  again  ;  that,  if 
you  had  never  so  many  hearts,  he  should  have  them 
aU:  and  tfbat  you  were  never  so  happy  in  all  your 
Uves  as  it  that  moment  When  you  cried  out,  with 
ao  much  i^apture,  *^  Thou  art  my  portion,  O  Lord/^ 
Now  the  Lord  says,  ^  My  son,  be  not'  eotiformed  to 
this  world*  if  thou  wtot  sincere  when  thou  gavest 
me  thy  heart,  if  I  am  to  h>ok  upon  thee  as  mine, 
and  if  thou  expectest  any  benefit  from  the  agree-* 
ihent  then  made  between  us,  be  not  conformed  td 
Ibis  world :  for  thou  casM  not  serve  tbe  world  Md 
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riietco:  I'am  not  to  be  so  put  off.  If  therefore' 
thou  wotddst  approve  thyself  a  faithful  servant  to 
!he,  I  tell  thee  again,  Be  not  confonned  to  this 
world/ =-Andas  to  you,  who  invited  "your  Be- 
loved to  come  into  iiis  garden  and  eat  his  pleasant 
fruit,  and'were  'entertatned-'by  him  with  some  of  the' 
choicest  dainties  of  heaven— (for  even  now  there- 
merfibrance  of  his  love  w  better  than  wine) — He, 
your  Beloved,  now  addresses  his  church ;  *.  My  sis- 
ter, my  spouse,  if  thou  didst  sit  under  my  shadow 
with  such  deHght,  and  if  my  fruit.was  so  swfeet  unto 
thy  taste  as  thou  saidst  it  was  ;  if  thou  dost  indeed 
think  me  the  chief  of  ten  thousand,  and  altogether 
lovely  ;  'and  if  thou  wouldst  continue  in  my  love; 
then  be  not  conformed  to  this  world :  I  cannot 
bear  a  rival  in  thy  affections.  I  know  the  snares 
that  .will  be  iaid  for  thee:  I  know  the  trttim|>h 
with  which  every  instance  of  thy  criminal  cotDpti-' 
dnce  will  be'  received  by  thy  enemies  and  nime ;  and 
I'  know,  too,  what  shame.— yea,  what  removs^'-^ 
yea,  w^hat  indignation— yea,  what'  anguish'  and:  tor^-: 
tiire  of  mind,  thou  wiJt  feel  for  thy  desertion  ancfi 
denial  of  me,  when  thou  comest  to  thiikk*  on  thy 
ways,  'arid  remember  from  whence  thou  art  ialien. 
Therefore  I  charge  thee/  by  all  the  love  /  have 
^bov^n  to  iheey  and  by  aH  the  lore  tkou  hast  pro* 
ftxumd  to  m€\  and  by  thiat  eternity  of 'mutual  .en* 
joy  men  t  before  us:-  I- charge  thee.  Be  not -cob- 
formed  to  this  world/  *  •    . 

After  this,  the  language  of  the  Apostle  in  the 
,  TerSe   preceding    the  *  text -f- though  .  fttirely    »lhe. 
most  tender  and  ajBbctiOnaie  that  hundan  ffiendshif^ 
could  dict&te— yet,  coming  ifter  the  ^Wiosels  an* 
compassions  of  the  mighty  God,  the  everiastiog  Fa^ 
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tber,  and  the  Prince  of  Peace, .  may  not  perfaapi^ 
appear  so  forcible  and  striking  as  it  really  is :  '^  I 
beseech  )C0U  therefoce,  brethreQ,  by  the  qierciea 
of.  God,  that  ye  present  your  bQdie.s  a  living  sst- 
crifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  you^r 
reasonable  service*  And  benot  coofpi^med  to  thia 
world/*  Here^  however^  you  see  that  it  is  on  aJL 
hapds  expected,  that  .^^e  ^dedication  of  yourselves, 
to  God  must  break  off  your  connections  with  th^ 
WorJd:  or,  that  it  is  the  duty,  and  must  be  thet; 
ifare^  of  all  Christians^  to  decline  conformity  to  the 
worlds  '  • 

You,  see  it  is  the  former  part  of  this  verse  that  I- 
have.now  particularly  in^view :  ^*  Be  not  conformed) 
Ijp  this  world/'  .And  here  it  will  be  necessary  ta 
inquire,         .  ,  . .  ♦^ 

«  h  In  what  respects  Chrisjtians  should  not  be  conw 
4tfO^^  to>  this  worlds  ^ 

II.  Qnwhat  accounts  th^ysbotild  not  thus  con*'^' 
form.      '. .  :       i 

II L  By  what  means  such  a  CQplMrmily  rn^y  be' 
prevented  or  remedied.  i     .  : 

•,    .  Let  us  inquire,  ; 

L  In  what  naspects  Christians  should  not  be  Coti*- 
formed  to  this  world. . 

We  are  ^formed  tha(  before  tba  deluge  ^VGod 
SMm.  that  th^  wickedness  of  man  was  gceat  in  the 
earth)  and  that  every  imagiaation  of.  the  thoughts 
of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually/'  (Gen;  vi.  6.) 
This  is  tri!ke,  net  of  that  race  only^  but  of  all  man- 
kind in  their  nal^^ral  condition*  Inquire,  whatia) 
the:  opinion  of  the  i^orld  ^ow^  and  yau  will^od  that 
^e  thpughjbsof  men  still  coa^nue  to  be  vanity.. 
Wliat;,  for.  examplci,  is  tl\e  world's,  .9p)nioj;i  of  God  A 
Do  they  aot  suppose  him  to  be  altogether  such  an 
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0ne  ^  tJ^i^seArcs  21  I)o  tbi^y  not  tkitik,  that,  tboogii 
h^  has.sajd  soqie  very  seveiv^  things  agaiMtibreakini^: 
tiU  laws,,  yet  t|)at  be  is  iK)t.  90  dgid  as  some  have 
imagmed  ;  that  he  will  take  oo  Dotiee  6f  .little  aioar 
and  will  easily  pardon  rthoae  which   are  greater  2 
po  not  uia^y  believes',  that  let  them  swear  aever 
so  roundly,  it  is  but  to  say,  /  God  forgive  me  !*  and 
^\\  is  well  again  ;  and  that,  -l^t  jthem  live  never  so 
irickedly,  if/ when  they  are  dying,  they  cry,  ^  Lofd 
have  mercy  ^upon  me!'   they ^ are  as  siire  of  getting^ 
to  heav6tn  as  the  holiest  Christian?    Sa  lightly 4hi 
inen  think  of  the  hotinusj  the  Justice,  and  the  truik 
of  God.;*-*-*- Again :  what  is  tbei^  o^^tnioo  of  reli- 
gion i      Many  of  them  boldly  t»roiioun4S||e  tt  all  a 
farce  ;  the  in^veotion  of  priests  for  the  sake  orf  getting 
a  living.    But  others^,  that  go  not  such   lengtba, 
think  thatceligion  is  to  go  to  chiir^  onc^  a  week, 
andheiir  divine  service;  an4tbat  they  who  dothis^ 
are  as  rel^gioua  :as  any  need  -tp  hev^Wiwt  dd  tfaej 
think  of  sini   What  some  austere   people  handriy 
vfA  by  this.Qaaiei    they    lenn    pleasure,  ianocent 
amusements,    necessary  reereatioQa,  constitutional 
prppensities,    which,    to    be  sure,^   the    mercifu' 
God  of  tiatuie  will  never  think  af  putiisbing.t~ 
What    opinion    do    they     form    of*  the    wmlAf 
Why,  that  it  is  a//  m  alU    tbM  it  is  ths  chiaf 
end  of  man  to  get  m  mudb  aa  /he  is  abia ;   an^ 
when  he  has^gotlea  it,  ta  take  vhts- ease^  v^iaod  eaty 
<|rinl^   and  be  Dieiry/'-r^What  da  tiiey  iAank  *  df 
d^^^judgmmi^  kemm^  aad  kMl    They  pu ft  *^  tba 
twildlty far  fipm  tham,'^  aad coristderit  atatf  eimt 
irhfch.  giay  neuv.take  placa.    /Vria/to'ib^  aiay 
liffa.to  theag(0  of.Melbus/^lah-^or  nny  atetrardre^ilt 
itU  —  or,  if  thay  «AoaM  4ies  fmrjuipt  they  idMiy 'never 
ha  called  up  from  the  gtave:   perh^pi  they  may  be 
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overlooked  ia  the  cmWd  at  the  day  of  jtt^ment--^ 
ferJiupa  they  may  ateal  into  heaved  ttHfobseiYed  ;  or» 
if  they  should  be  sent  down  to  bell,  perhaps  one  day. 
or  other  they  may  get  o%tt  npAn^perhaps  Christ 
only  iatended  to  frighten  them  when  he  said^ 
**  where  the  wofm  dieth  not^  and  the  fire  is*  not 
quenched. '' 

Suoh  IB  the  optnioo  of  the  world*  I  need 
not  cautioiB  yon,  Christians,  that  ye  ^^  henteibrth 
walk  not  as  other  gentiles  walk,  in  the  vanity  of 
tbeir  minds ;  having  the  undeistandihg  darkene/d  t 
being  alienated  irdm  1^  life  of  God,  through  the 
ignorance  that  is  in  them,  because  of  the  blindnesi 
of  their  hearts/^  A  Cbrietian  being  eillightened 
from  above,  his  opinion  concerning  alt  those  points 
JVM  now  mentioned  must  be  widely  di^erent,  must 
be  directly  opposite :  and,  tberefk^e,  wheil  the  Apo« 
#tk  bad  said,  ^*  Be  not  eofttbrmed  to  this  world,^ 
be  adds,  *^  but  be.  trarisfbrmed,  by  the  Renewing  iX 
your  minds:" 

Christians  must  not  love  ffor  h*(tt,  nor  fear  nof 
hope,  nor  desire  nor  deligbt  in,  ij^bat  the*  Wbrlil 
doth.  Carnal  minds  will  niMrflflly  lote  cdHiA 
things*  It  b  easy  enough  to  know  what  they  love 
best,  by  their  conversation  an#  piirauil.  Wberi^ 
'ttbey  are  talking  of  buying  andsellmg,  end  getting 
gain,  they  are  nevef  tiled:  it1s  their  darfing  topic : 
it  o€G«pies  their  first  tjboogdt^  tn  the  morning,  sfnd 
their  last  thoughts  at  night,  and  their  chief  thotightk 
all  the  day :  end  it  is  no  wonder,  if  <^  out  of  the 
abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  speakdth/'«*^<  Ok 
(says  one)  ^  thcve  is  ftotbing^  dMirable  as  to  have 
goodslaidiipliormanyyefflpsv toijoin  bouse  to'houM 
'and  field  to  fieM  i  and  tobe  every  yeaar  adding  some* 
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tWhg'to  bur.  dear,  dear  hoard  V-r^'  To  me^  (say^.iuif 
^er)y  ^  there  UiMrthiTig  iiliebfsidg  clothed, in  purf)^ 
aad  fiDeJioeo,  andiaringsmnptuously  every.  day> 
to  make  a  genteel  .figuce  in  thie  world ;  keep  a  gffaB4 
^uipage,  and  a  good -taUe.''—*  And  V  (says.a  thirA) 
icaro  for  none  of  thefe  things  :  let  who  wHl  havjp 
the  largest  estate  or  the  finest  clothes,  for  me :  all  I 
oaindis  pleasure;  ptea^ure-r  'to  give  ah  unbounded 
swing  to  my  appetites,  and  have  and  *  do  whai^rer 
1  have  a  fancy  for/ ; 

4  Surely  a  Christiaa  mutt  not  be  conformed  to  tfaa 
world  in  such  sordid,  sensual  desires  as  these.  A 
Chcistian's  love  must  have  a  nobler  object.  ^^  Ther# 
bet  many  that  say.  Who  wiH  show  us  any  good^ 
Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  .light  of  thy  countisnance 
upon  me.  Tbpu  hast  put  ^dness  i*  my  hearty 
more  than  in  the  time  that  their  corn  and  wine,  in- 
treased."  (Psal.  iv«  6.)  ^*  Therefore  take  no  thought; 
sdyi^9  Wiiat  shall  ,we  eat?  or.  What  shall  .we 
drink?  qr,  Wherewithal  shall  we  be  clothed?  {for 
after  all  theae  things  do  the. Gentiles: seek)."  {Matt» 
vi.  S3.)  What!  a  Christian,  who  has  the  love  ot^ 
God  shed  abcoad  ia  his  heart;  who  had  felt* the 
constraining  power lOf  the  love  of  Christ,  aa^tasted 
the  joys  of  the  world  to  come-^should  a*  .Christiaa 
be  contented  with  the  low;  vanishiogi  embittered 
pos^essiona and  enjoyments  of  this*  wx>rld  ?  What 
an  absurdity  ! — ^,if  instances  oC. it  w^ra  .not-so  coi9* 
mon,  I  should. have  saidi  What  an  impossibility ,1«^ 
dowever,  these  things  should  pot \be:  a/  Christian 
should  notiove  like  the  world.  '  «     •  .»u  '  • 

Thessme  mights  said  as  to/B«r.-^The  mvxkfiU 
the  world  have  no  true  fear  of  God ;  and  they  areisel* 
dom  afraid  of  sin— -i)ay^<t^^^a|e  QOtafraidi  of  h^ 


ThoQgh  the  Lord  God  OMlf>}potebt-^ath  Mk!  lb«W; 
plaiinty  arid  poAitivifely,   thfat  they  tvhich^  do  «uch 
things  shall  not  inherit  his  kingdom ;    and  that  the 
wrath  of  *<jod  sb^t)  be  revealed  from  heaven  agdnst. 
^11  ungodliness  aiid  unrighteousness  of  Aien  ;    they 
do  not  care  —  th^y  will  do  these  things  the- very' 
iext  moment,  and  let  God  do  his  worst. — Apd'y^t 
those  very  heroes,*  who  darfe  dfefy  Omdipoteoce,  are 
fettenafrard  where  no  fear  is.      They  are  sottaetimed 
frightened  at  tbeir  own  shadow,  and  start  at  the^ 
shaking  of  a  leaf.     They  tremble  in  the  presence  of 
their  own    consciences,    anrd  sbun  them  as  they* 
^ould  a  serpent  or  a  spectre;      They  are  afraid  of 
£  felloW'Worm,   and  would  not,  for  the' World,  that 
ffaiS'Or  the  ofthfer  person,   on  whom  they  have  d  de-^ 
pendence,  sJiouhd  beangry^with-tbem. 
'.   Atid  so  M  to  sorrow.— *Let  them  loie  <many  tfp." 
portu'nitieo  of  attending  on  God  in  Mb  ordiAancesI 
it  never  gives  them  a  mbmeht's  uneasiness:   jbiit  if 
they  rnis^r  an  advantageous  purchase,  or  sale,   their* 
cb^in  is  visible  and  kstinfg.   '  They  can  lose  (that 
isv   they  can  be  content  without)  the  presence  of 
God,  the  love  of  Christy-  and  tbe'eomforts  of ,  the. 
Holy.Ghost— I  say,  they  can  bfe  easy  and  jocund 
without  these  :   but*  if  they  1o*i  'a  gourd *-^ be  it 
lither  or  mother,  brother  or  sister,  husband,  wife, 
eh i Id,  or  any  part  of  thefr  worldly  substance-^ 
then  riyeni  of  tears  rfan  down  their  eyes,  and  *♦  their 
souls  refuse  to  be  comforted/* 
''Irshould  imagine,  Christidhs,  that  I  scarcely  need 
tell  you  that  you  should  hoi^  be  tconfofmed  to  the 
world'in  any  of  the^  renpectd.    You^hoold  be  *•  iii 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  l6«g,'*  and'  dread> 
sMhi0g  but  tin^afld^Mi  rii^hteottsr  diapleasiire. '  The 
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presence  and  favour  of  Qoq  mu$t  be  more  oeftirea 
by  > you,  than,  goldr—— yea,  than  (iiuch  iine  gold. 
The  wipkednessof  the  World,  and,the  depravity  .at 
yoilt  heart,  should  be  matter  t>f  deeper  hurhUiation 
aad  grief,  than  anjf  outward  losses,  whatcfver.  In 
Bucb  things  as  the^e,  a  Christian's  nonconformity  to 
the  Worid  very  much  appears.  , 

A  Christian  niust  talk  and  act  differently  from 
others.  "  Many  walk,*' says  the  Apostle,  "  of  whom 
I  have  told  you  often,  and  now  tell  you  even  weep** 
ing,  that  they  are  enemies  to  the  cross  of  Christ ; 
whose  end  is  destruction,  whose  God  is  their  belly. 
Whose  glory  is  in  their  shame,  who  mind  earthly 
things."  (PhiL  iti.  1$.)  Would  any  one  suspecfc 
that  those  dijsorderly  characters  made  any  preten<« 
siohs  to  religion  ?  And  yet,  by  the  Apostle's  codt 
cern  it  should  seem  they  did.  But  surely  their 
religion  was  uothing  but  presence.  **  Be  not  ye, 
therefore,  partakers  with  them"  , «  .  •  but  ^'  walk 
circumftpeetly,  not  ds  fools,  but  as  i?^ise,  redeeming 
the  time,  because  the  days  ar$  eviL"  (£{)be8.  r* 
7, 14r) — ^The  world  is  an  emblem  of  i  neons tancy.; 
but  a  Christian  must  be  steady  and  uniftNrm.  Ha 
must  not.  be  changing,  like  ^  the  fashion;  now  fi>t 
God,  and  then  for  the  devil ;  one  day  for  sin,  and 
l^he^next  for.rejigion.  Instead  of  that,,  you  sboQl4 
be  /^atedfiisi^,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  io 
the  work  of  the  Lord ;  as  kdowins;  that  your  labour 
will  ^Qt  be  in  vaip  in  the  Lord." 

This  accounts  for  the  hatred  and. opposition  to 
which  tlie  people  of  God  are  exposed :  it  is  because 
tb^  will  not  c9n(orm  to  the  wprld.  .Thia  ienoufj 
between  '^  the  seed  of  the  woman  and  the.  seed  of 
the  serpent''  broke  out  in  the  infancy  of  time,  aad 


Jias  continued  ever  since;  ^idChnttialisarenoC  to 
think  it  ati^nge  or  hard  if  they  suffer  it,  since  they 
4)nly  drink  of  the  same  cup  of  whiph  thejr  divifip 
3Vf  astW  drank  so  deeply.  "  If  the  world  hate'  you, 
jp  know  that  it  hated  me  before  ft  hated  you.  If  ye 
'were  of  the  world,  the  world  would  love  his  own ;  but 
because  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen 
you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  bateth 
you/*  (John  xv.  19.)  If  a  man  will  run  with  others 
to  the  same  excess  of  riot,  and  be  as  profane  an^ 
debauched,  or  worldly,  as  they,  he  shall  be  caressed^ 
and  obtain  their  assistance.  But  if  he  begin  to 
think  on  his  ways,  andean  no  longer  with  a  safe 
conscience  keep  the  same  company^  or  aIIow  him* 
.  self  in  the  same  courses,  as  before ;  ^nd  if  he  at* 
tempt  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  andgodl^  ;  pre* 
sently  the  world  turns  against  him,  ^and  pours  a 
torrent  of  i|I-natured  abuse  >  upon  his  character. 
The  reason  is,  that  when  a  Christian's  light  shines 
before  men,  it  renders  their  spots  more  conspicuous 
to  others  ahdvthemseives.  But,  '^  Bressed  are  ye» 
"when  men  shall  revile 3rou,  and  persecute  .you,  anil 
%peak  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  falsely,  .for  my 
sake.  Rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad;  for  great 
is  your  reward  in  heaven.'*  (Matt.  y.  U.)  The 
more  the  world  frowns,  the  more  God  smiles* 
Every  time  that  your  enemies  cry  out,  "  Away  with 
this  felloir  from  the  earth,"  Christ '  him8e|f  says^ 
*^  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant  :**  and  whe«« 
tber  the  applause  doth  not  abundantly  oyerbalanco 
the  disgrace,  judge  ye. 

But  to  proceed:  , 

ll.  Wly  should  Christiana  not  b4  conform^  to 

this  w6rI47  ' 


«i 


You  wUt  remember  tbut  we  ere  9peakiffg<  of 
Christians;  those  wbo jire  truly -sOj  and  those  whf» 
are  pubHciy  so ;  who  have  pUBseirted  their  bodies  as 
Jiving  sacriBbes  to  God,  and  have  giren  their  -hearts 
onto  him.  Now  tfietf  should  not  be  conformed  'to 
this  world, 

1.  Beoauae  it  is  contrary  to  the  nature  and  will 
of 'God, 

So  contrary,  that  **  if  any  man  love  the  world,  the 
lore  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him ;"  yea,  and  what  is 
stronger  still,  ^'  the  friendship  of  the  world  is  eil^ 
mity  against  God/'  And  if  the  woHd  hates- God^ 
should  not  every  Christian  hate  the  world  ^  If  yoil 
are  born  of  God,  and  are  indeed  partakers  of  d 
divine  nature,  can  you  like  what  is  so  destructive 
of  every  thing  that  is  spiritual  and  heavenly  ^ 
Should  you  cultivate  a  correspondence  with  yoar 
heavenly  Father's  enemies?  Should  you  be  coik 
Ibrmed  to  that,  the  tendency  of  -which  is  to'  draw 
off  your  thoughts  and  affections  from  Gt>d,  and  to 
.  render  you  as  unlike  as  possible  to  Him,  whose 
image  is  your  greatest,  your  only  glory  ?— If  there 
Was  any  thing  that  you  knew,  or  that  you  only 
thought,  would  be  disagreeable  to  a  friend  whom* 
you  honoured  and  loved,  though  he  had  never  ex« 
pressly  told  you  so,  would  you  not  think  yourselves 
bound  to  avoid  it?  But/in  the  case  before  us,  you' 
not  only  must  know  that  such  confortaity  (o  the 
world  is .  contrary  to  God's  nature, -bot  you  have* 
repeated  «(nd  express  pfoh^bitions.  TheTe  is  Yidt 
any  instance  of  sinful  conformity,  blit*  th^re'is  » 
*^  Thus  saiih  the  Lord''  against  it.  Hehathshdwed 
thee,  O' liaan,  what  is  good,  and  what  the  Lord  tby\ 
God  both  required  of  thee ;    what  thou  sh^ul^t  ^^ 


'and  what,  tbou  •  cbouldst  nii  do^  Andi*  -theveftre, 
when  God  sajs,  '^  Be  not  coAformed  ta  this -worlds? 
a  truly  gracious  aoul  would  immediatelj  r^ply^ 
*  iDoes  God  say  so  ?^^th^t  is  enoiigh :  I  would  not  * 
offend -my  heavenly  Father^  if  I  were  toTgaia  a 
kingdom' by  it/ 

r-    S.  Because  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  that  de^ 
t^^rw^,  or  can  r€w?ard,'8ucH  a  conformity. 

-W.ben  persons  leave  an  old  friend,  and  ar6  aasi- 
dubusto  please  some  new  acquaintance,  it  is  natt>* 
rftl  to  saspect  that  they  have  a  prospect  of  supisrior 
advantage >by» this  new  alliance.  But  what  are  .the 
mighty  advantages  that  a.  Christian  can  propose  to 
binaselfby  forsaking  God  —  orv  at  least,  alighting 
Xjcojj) 'and  slackening  his  attendance  on  God,  to 
conform  to  this  world  ?  The  world  at  best,  and  the 
best  of  the  world,  is  altogether  vanity.  How^  ap^; 
cious  aind  attracting  soever  worldly  enjo^'mentt' 
may  appear,  tb^re  is  no  solidity  in  any  of  theiot^ 
they  perislv  in  the  using;  tike  snow  in  the  hand^. 
the  fester  you  grasp  it,  the  sooner  it  dissolves.  .  Bui: 
this  is  riot  the  worst ;-  the  world  not  aRly  d^ceiveK 
but  deOles.  '^  The  whole  world  lieth  in>  wicked^ 
Bess:'*  and  can  a  man  take  fire  in'  his  bosooi,  aa4 
not  be  burnt  ?— can  \\e  ^^  walk  in  the  counsel  of  tho 
ungodly,''  and  ^*  stand  in  the  way  of  sinners,"  and, 
.  *^  sit  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful,"  and  not  contract 
sone  guilty  defilement ; — can  he  run  with  the  mul* 
titude,  and  ndt  do  evil  himself,  or  consent  to  ot 
QQonive  at  the  evil  they  do  ?  And  for  what?  '  We 
Imotw  what  you  /a«e  by  sinful  compliances  :-^you 
Igse  that  ''  boldness  of  access**  to  God,  and  thai}  in« 
^macy  (shall  I  say?)  with  Jehovah^  which  holy 
sools  are  admitted  to:    you  lose  the  V  testimony  o£ 
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.a\  ^ood  Codscience^  add   tbt»se  coDSoIations   of » the 
Spirit,  which  are  neither  Few  nor  small:  you  lose  aU 
that  ple^ure,  which  victorious  Christians  feel  when 
they  Iiave  resisted  a   temptation,    and   made    the 
temptier  flee,  and,  id  spite  of  allurements  abd  op- 
position, have  held  fast  the  profession  of  their  faith 
without  wavering, ,.  All  this,  and  a  great  deal  more,' 
you  lose  notiJ:— how  much  you  will  lose   hereafter, 
how  miich  lower  you  will  sit  in  %he  kingdom  of  God 
than  otherwise  you  .might,    who  can   tell?    And 
now  (I  repeat  the  question),  what  are  the  advan- 
tages you    propose  .to  yourselves    to    countervail 
3Uch  a  loss  ?  Why,  some  perhaps  hope  to  avoid  the 
ridicule  and  banter  of  their  companions ;    some^   to 
avoid  reproach  and  persecution;   and  oUiqrs^  to  pro« 
care  or  preserve  the  good  will  of  those  who  have  it 
in  their  power  to  fbrthet  them  in  their  business.-* 
Now  weigh   all   these   things   together,    in     "the 
balance  of  the  sanctuary,"     and  then    form  your 
judgment — and  not  your  judgment  only,  but^  your 
priictice.     If  it  appears  that  the  world   doth  not 
deserve  the  high  rai!ik  it  hath  held  in  your  estima* 
tion  (as  most  certulnly  it  doth  not),  sink  Jt  lower — 
lower  still— ^till   you   have  brought   it   tindef  your, 
feet,   the  only  place  fit  for  it:    and  if  ever  again  it 
should  attempt  to  level  a  temptation  at  your  hearts^ 
crush  it  instantly  with  a  "  God  forbid  that  I  should  ^ 
glory,   save  in  the  cross  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
>y  whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto 
the  world."  .    . 

3.  Because  it  is  inconsistent  with  Chrisi*s  inteu« 
tiona  towards  yoii,  and  your  professions  to  him'. 

That  the  children  6f  this  world,  whose  '*  under*  " 
standings  are  darkened,  and  who  are  alienated  from  \ 
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the  life  of  Cod  through  .ibe  iterance  that  is  in 
tbcm;"  that  they  should  be  covetous,  and  profane, 
and  proud,   and  passionate^  and  intemperate,   anct* 
unjuat^  -and  every  thiiig  tbat  js  bad,  is  not  so  mucb 
to    be    Wondered^  frt.^-^tltey  *' aire  of  their  father, 
the  devil  ;•  and  (he  works  of.  tiieir  father  they  will 
(naturalty)  do,"     But  "be  ye  followers  of  God,  as 
dear  chitdren  ;  and   walk  in    lovev   as -Christ  also, 
bath  loved  us,  and  hath  given  himself  for  us,   aa 
effering  and  a  sajcrifiice  to  God  for  a  sweet-smelling 
aavor.     But    fornication^    and   all   uncleanness,  or 
oovetousness,  let  it  not  be  once  named  aqiong  you, 
as  becometh  saints,".  (Ephes^  v.  3.)    Christ  "gayc; 
himself  for  our  sins^   that  be  noiight  deliver  us  f^om 
this  present  evil  world"    (Gal>  i*  4,)  and  **  tljat  he 
might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity''  (Tit.  ii.  14:)i 
•o  that   yon  are  not  yoor  owa;   ytfu  are  bought 
with  a  price:  and  therefore   it  is  disfaoDourable,  it_ 
is  upjust,   not  to  glorify  God  in  yoii<  bo4iesa»d 
id  your  spirits,   which  are  his.     £very  time; that 
you   conform   to  the  wo^ld,  .in  any  of  its  sinful 
oourses,   y<>u ' do  .in  effect    ''crucify  the  Lord  qi 
glory  afresh,  and  put  him  to  o^ep  ahawie,''  ^9)1 
as   far  as(  in  ycru   lies,   defeat  ^  the  ^  gr^t .  and  giia* 
cious  purposes  .  of  his  cmcifixiwi  :*—you  do,,  ip^ 
effect,  tell  Christ,  that  the  world  is, tiot  ao  hadaa, 
be  hath  represented:  it^  9r„  that'  ypu:  must  tal^e  the  / 
liberty  to  indulge  yoursfslves.  in   aiich    and  such  \ 
tfaitga;  lihiMJgfa  yoM  beKeve  he  died  (^  redeem  you:< 
fiwnthegtiiltofthem; 

Bnt  4hia  n  inm  »U.  -  You  are  hia,  nof  imerely.by  - 
porciAie  on^Aif  jpart;  but  by  a  aolema  and  express, 
dedication  on \y«>itr  part:  you  rentfuciQe  the  w.orld,  . 
all  it^porttpa' and  vanities:  and-wb6&  you  cam^ 


,  I 


m        ^«^€«i||6>iMi^ill^f^V^0  [p.H^i^ 


hUa-imAi^^jm  maW  MtstfKe  .^pd^riind  mW(!)B<V^ 
CDC;— bnd  that  if  yoajrefA  |b<teii|i.ofvt^^..f^f{y9^,f| 
iUei»»^tlBt*i6»''if,]^  f«l«ed  the  ipo^d  .i^ji^fM; ; of 
tb^  world  beyond  the  fwaise  that  opiB«th  4'^^.  j^tlwi 
M%-^>au»aid]d4M>teo'firiQadi  ofihiB.    Hgjtfljfl  ||ou 
iai  this,  «Mi -M  prebt  deal' itnoirt.  .  Yott.ic)#iiiM|«||4^ 
ill,  «m}/'deciiired,  solemnly^  puWidy,  .thattyiMf M4 
Mt  all  to  fiMow  -him ;  sitd  thsl  youi!>roiild>>w«|k}Mi 
fti<'««ine-of  ibe'Loid  yofxt.Ga^  ^t  «P«t4ttdt^e^iTaft 
IKm,  though  tM  imuk  shoiM-  fo«Mifc«  Mm^rye^.^OitUb 
rifM.ywi  (wthat  ^ou  vmd4ign  .oui  |«  h»Q»:dri^H49i 
lbs  otttp^  /bMring<^JbM:  jc«fit«fw>h}.  aMr.thM  ^I9w^^ 
4iiHikl>Mle6|ii  f be  tjeptoaetk  of  Chni«{t  tgnMer  n»hfif 
ih»k>«ha  .tr«isiiPM«f  JSgyiit.^  Atad^A^iwb'  y«ii»;!«i^ 
^»tv  <)^r  aM  tMS)  4)e  aoofitnned  itO;  .«he...«iorfM 
li«tiiigeiMtbdx»f  the  ottp  «^  the  hv/bii,  damy^tt  iilNil 
the  cup>i^fiiurih:h>*Oiti  ial««c^r^  vathtiMUmamtAt 
^aania  af  €hriMida(nit  firam;allifldq|ait^^:kfo  ^nt 
'rBittyoaaak^-'..-     ■  -i    i'    ./ :j  ' -ii.  r..)/  -jvi  bJooT/ 
''7<lU;s  WhaiiKitobedoie,  4aiavm3  wMitmcftm« 

ftraittyrtdctbtKStiHAl  h     ..-■■     i    .^.'liirc     Iri-Jg-^l^.fl' 

c.^i-'«i^«iol^.ilfti{it.->j«m:-mds»7««ad«  felinsintoi  •<&) 

g«Rovt  ofctin  :teM)iid-^<i«diicb:9Da(aiOTft?dd#  (ita- 
A»'  soonty-of!  t^ owked^altugrthyy^wtoia 4Bi>i 
Afjrv^flKd  t«Ml^watiiie;iiO>d«r.'4lMiti».«be^^pufiMr 
of  fools  6UiillP«#'>d«itib9nM^<!  tMi  «lNNihfe^'tiM» 


1 


sii^mi!^  om439t^at«^»'tk^m^iiit     ^m 


'■:  ^  .     .    >  .o 


<..  .     \   '•    -•  t 


^b  ^Mnf  Ha^  ^M  JfetiQilM()i|i«l  MMrt  '€»  h 
^<iife<}draey^%fth'AlMbi'  ^*And  Jebutlftft^m' 
HtaCttiiHiie  «^/ii«M  oue  i»  mmur  Uii,:  aAd^M 
•v*  l^'JAothiipbat,  Sh«iiMtft  ^hota  bdi>  ttie  w 
gfAaty/  Mid  l«ve  them  -Act'  iicto  «fae  luont^  «b«c 
tfie  H  '(rtatb  d^d  tbee  ftom  Mbn  Mm  Load 
jIft'CltfM.  Xixi  fi)<^If  jWtt  VMM  teY«  Farticvl 
iliraetidMr^tty  tbtfflrtfotptftf. 
r-'  1.'  isateur  to  ^  th«  ««mipti«fii 
MfbdufMi  sml'nldMd'cKit. 
^  it  >4«  the-  pottoftiom  in  Hie  Am^I  fefaatuMkd  «h4 
p«Uy>f ioiM  w^ieb'  are  ih  ihe  ufarlil;  ■oidMgercwi:  .<iC 
^r*  bearte  were  flot  toe  oiucb  Mte  "km^xr^-vfrnwe^ 
tfetbe  sotttuebafhiid  df  Are.  SeearadsV  Atefe^ 
joK^ftlr^^ieoeiifying' graces;  tbot  Gvd' would  «ait 
tfiih  i«td  >tbtf  fMiBtaiii  f  ^  tbM  tbe  -not  Ingfbt  be  medft 
imiy  r«htft  tb«e  itiigbi^be^iM*  traiiois  witbtq,  4o/j<Mft 
#icb  fbe  asittlant9wklriM(t;t(bat^<. Holiness  to  ^ 
Lor<i'*  ■  -migbt  be>Dgi^tetf  Oft  iiik>5(eur  p^weM^snd 
ffeaaieHe t  tben  y««  may  «)(ii VeM&caritfa^  the •  ikocIA 
#Mi;  tee  danger ;  the»  timptala<mrw6vAAims  tbm 
tfMMet  >tb«n  4be'«{gfat  of  eo  oracb  'wickediiais  /wo«ld 
eewe^io  InttoMo  yoor  .abfaorrelbeefr  'aad'yone  be* 
iog  obUfefb  baa|Har«aa)imlGii.'inU>radiirs^  %iifa^  tbem, 
would  be  your  grief  and  burthen,  and  mabeyou  cry 
oatw  with  the  Psaloiiet,  *^W4)eii  me^  that"!  sojodm 
in  Meaecb,  and  that  I  dwell  io  Ob  teats .D6&edar!^« 
^iV»ko»x*; tA,)  ^Eto <toot  be eafi^ed^  liiefefeTe^  with 
iMifciag  tbK;  «(it8ide  of  tbe«H^,  orbraekiag  of 
iie«r.«agDal.ba|miBtance ;  but  lie  soikritota  itogel 
idoft  aioamal  hoiPt.  Bh  iiiwardiy  fcoly,  and  yoti 
wUUw iMlytifk  «H'ataiibe«.#f  eCmmaatiDO':  'b«.dami 
^ ^n^Md^ii  iliU b« iM «ii>lb% woeU* 


1^       %3^K<!6;i0f^iimiij^tii^f^!uad,   ^^$xm'^» 

^ii^nSk^t\mifibidi\iSe6mmbmB  to  fbe  wisfi»mdiaftBhe 
.^^j^iilioRIFt  f OQtn .  iheR '  betie&tW'    (Pi0oi;QT«^9(li:) 

ite^  ioM  iMmctirfe  vj  Qiaverw  ifilore:>vkbHGiifdbfffl9d 

iJli^ciflttiit&diglArified'^i^ata^^  aadN<4hQyfiiciiBb)  talkk% 
,«odije&ting  o£;tiiie  meq  jQf  the?  world  wiH  be^nfeM^ 

*  ^iB^wti 0^'  1  C0ntaiopl%te  the .  rvoher :  of  die  Smt 
-.  JjefTowi^tn  ;  and  vfbensk  ]rou  We  accu^tOmad  iftilt' 
,«cliv^^tQayalk<a^ut  Zion^  and  survey  4ien^glDri4>\i8 
w|ii|kMied,   tliB  Jkiagdonis  of  thir  world,  anduaii^Ciife 

'  igibry  tififchoit,  will  appeart  triges!  not  worth  iookhig 

;^,>T>be4kP09tle>  found  thiaL  a  Moyttklgti  aaiiftkMto 

t^l^oalthej/irawii^of  ihew  it  is^  •ofi^  ck|iiil 

:effic^yi«|aidat4te/^toit90ftb€i  world:  }^  Wltife 

we  look  not  at  the  tjbings  wbich.a^e  seed^  bvA  at  the 

.tbioga  wbidi  are  ii^tiaici^il..:  for  Iheilbioga  wlMch.are 

-M^n^e  te9ip!PriaU;Jt>uti  th«  tbifi0s  wUgfarares^tMit 

|ieanjate;i^wai-j;  (9  ^r>  iv^  Jft.)     :     .^  i  •  ai.  ^?t^i 

i.fl.  Look  wto  Ji^i*fc^.     •  '    •     ,     I      I    K-.%  noj 

i:  Tbitt.is  the  Dattefa,]»fbiAh  Cb|j#tiaiia  ar^  tei 

4ate«-  :^'iH$  batb  preda^tijinatisd.tis;  Xokiei 

4oihsi  iioiig^  of  bis  Son^"  YHotn.  viii.  £5^)/  AttAtba 

QK^rti^youk  mr  iilcetCbiM):^  tbeless  yott  ^U9  beocae- 

d&o'jiHdi  Ae^  tbi^  w^rtd  ;  £w.he<'Waai;  ^Sbal(y,  balanlei^ 

fol^^hol^^rl^reA»i  .pattaker94>£>tbedhfa^^ 
iin^,  C0ff»aid«ritbe.Ap9at;^>a«/dc  Highi  Priaat  "bfiu^iir 
i|t9)fe8fiifinr^  j.i^hri^i  Ja^u)/^n/^^fle^  ihat '^^ 
^i4^b:  iQibloi,  Q^gi)t'jbjolae)f<^l80  «Q{fta)}Wt^  »e«te 


f«1iaiif  Md^Hr.  workUing*'  ape  t»wo  4idfer6pt^'clitracfter9« 

('tbey.  Me^  nx^t  mateAy  riltffei^efit,.ibut  oppo9itii«r'ia 

L^P0rU|ing*cafiffQt  he  a:  GbriatUi^'Bfidi''  a  ClMri^tnib 

(«9idQi  be  .a  woridlin^^    Chie  or  tke  otbM  yom  rmtt 

\htv  ibu t yoQ  roimot  be  h$th.x  *'  ftif  tbie^flei^  ikittelh 

^j^gaiMt  tbe  Spirit,   and  tbd  .Spif it  agaifnst  tbe  fl^ab, 

jMd  tfaBse  ane^  contrary  tbe  tone^  Co  .  t^  'iBHther.^' 

^Qal.  t  Vv  17* )     If  you  will  be  forthe  world,  farewell 

.Qbrislk^and  CbristianVty  :    if  you  wSllbe.for*  Ghri»t« 

:^u  xnuat.let  go  the  world  :  ^*  Theyifhatare.Cbriatlil 

^)Mlte .  crucified   tbe  fleshv   M^itbite  Afiectian?;  an4 

.  Ittiftts/'    ^^  For  wbat  feUowabip  baCh  rigbteousneas 

.ml^  uorighteouaaesa  ?    at) d  what  comipuiiiear.bdth 

<£gfat  with  darkiiesa  ?  land  what  conciml  hath  Cbriat 

:,witii  Bafial  ?"  («  Con  vi.  14,) 

'  1 .  AwA  yet,  differeujt  end  oppMite  as' these  .eliajtat- 

itara  seem^  and  indeed  ave  in  tbeMsetf^Si  y^  pM^ 

lessors  of  the  present  ag^  bave  almost Ibuttdtifeirey 

to  reconcile  them.     Christians  ought  to  ^be  ftnown, 

jBoid  tciedtodiB  kiMiwn,  as  it  were,  at  first  sig4it,.  by 

jtfae  gravity  of  their  deportment;^  tbe  clrclimspetftian 

<niB  tbefr  walk,  and  the  s|tf rituality  of  x^d^  comei- 

-oirtionvt'   But  iiow$  ^^  Wbet do-ye^me^r^  tba*oifaera  \i' 

«»  eadiy  ajkpticdbkh  to  ftiDst.    How  devoilipaoevdr 

^bey  n4ay  he  in  tlnaif  clM«ts,«^,i  %rhbti  thi^  « done 

afeooad  iiiro»  eUe  im<»H  '^^  itbeiT*  sp«€icl|  ^tiemay 

!tbeai«?  iare  thdy  \vk  aliy*  di^nj|re«4>fb^tilgU«i^if?ith 

ivBvif))^ 'been'\irith* I^^ur  of > @^il«|e ?•  ^dbesr ilbeir  liftft 

.MiiQeJM^0reineQf«^6ureryv«U^0)f^  GbHMiati^  We 

Asfaall  *bfing  gtiylt  to40  pu^  coiiacfeiicea  and'  dai^n^ni 

iirto  our  laoula,  einn^rs  wilt  <' be  ilnrAiried  ^atfd^OMl 

4iBhodouMfl^iby«i}eb.a«ttt«le«i,  caniM  walk  r^'"^ 

tbe  iiame  of  God  is  bbisf  kerned  amoiu;  4li«'6«iitilai 


sot  Oil  Cm^oruuly  U  tiiWot^, '  (Hu^\  W. 

through  you. '^    (Rott;  iC   S4.J    iMioftc' ttr  wfew 

l^kes,  or  thF6t}gh  \v hose    persuasiofls;  we  ^inHiltf 

symbolize,   will  be  tempted  to  say,   Can  there  "be 

fny  triith  in  religion,  when  sudi^an^one,   and  ^uoB* 

an-oue,  that  make  such  a  mighty  fttir  about  it,  yet 

drink  as  hard  as  We  do?  or  talk  as  p^dfatiely  as  W^ 

do? 'or  walk,  or  visits  on  the  Lord^s-day,  ^s  ^e  dtf^ 

The  world  themselves  expect  to  ^ee  a  difference  : 

kod  so,  yoli  may  depend  upon  it,  does  ChHst :  and 

if  a  person  lath  like  a  Christian*  but  walki  like  the 

test  of  the  world,  let  the  love  of  Christ  be  never  so 

Inuch  in  his  mouth,  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to 

oonclqde  that  he  loves  ^'  in  word  pnly,^'  and  not 

*^  in  d^^^nd  in  tfuth.'^  I  beseech  *you,   therefore* 

brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  as  joa  have 

presented  your  bodies,  and  (I  trust)  your  hearts;  ^ 

livlag  sacrifice^    holy  and    acceptable    unto  6od, 

which  Was  yout  reasonable  s^vic^;  that  ye^be 

i^ot  eon  formed  t6  t^is  world ;  but  that  ye  be  trans* 

fonned, 'by  th6  renewing  of  ybur  minds;    tbat  ye 

may  pr6ve  What  is   thflt  good,  and  acceptable,  and 

J)efftct  will  of  G6d." 

And  thhi  brings  us  to  the  other  part  of  the  test. 
— Bot  p^taips  aotnemay  think,  *  What  occasion  k 
there  tor  any  more?  Yon  tat«  tcAd-  tu  that  we  ihukt 
toot  be  conforinedto  this  world ;  awd  ttrat  is  enough.* 
ii-No,  it  iktot  enongfa.  Ye  must  not  onfy'not  be  con* 
formed  to  this  world,  but  ye  tnysi  be^*  transfbrrined, 
by  the  refiewingofyour  tntnd^."  AntJ,'  note  that 
you  bave'ghren  me  the  hint,  before  I  proAce^  to 
cotisic|«t  tii«  nature  and  proporti«8  61  thhi  t^anslbr. 
inadon,  I-wifi devote  a  few  minutes  to  -What  1  may 
call  an  6cca8ionarobBervati6a->yi%^ '  Th^rfhe  sfiite 
•idd  dte^  of  a  C^ristfini  ilotii  not  conn^it  t^ogetti^f 


|9r^^tjJ^>.;<^*!^  b0  munt  mvpi^i,  but  also  ii[i,  j)«b 

e,9n9i^U.no><>nly.in  putt\n:g  ojf  th^  old  maini.  l)qi 
jWttir^  pn  the  hewc*  not  otijy  ipturoipg yrbm  dark^ 
Jiess,. l)ut  ^^  light ;  not  on||y. ceasing  to  dd ^evil,  but 
J^arning,  to  4o.  well.  .  It  were,  endl^lss  .td  ^uo(;e 
.partici^lar  prooia  of  thic^:.  it  ]8  the.  general  tenor 
of  the   ^iblfe^     If  yo'ji  ask,  ^  Why  is  jt  so  ?  []  Wb^  . 
^oth   tb^  Scripture/so  freq.ueQtl^  and  strenMousIy 
jurist  iupon  positive  q^s  well  as  negative  holiness  ?    1 
answer,  ,       .    ,  . 

^,  1,  Beciyse  otherwise  we  should  not  be  conform* 
.?dt«God..    ..  .  .      ,     .       ^     1 

.,.  '^JLetJUs  make  plan/' sgid  the  Alfliigbtypi ," in  out 
i(b8|ge,.i(ftejr  Q.UI:  likeness:^'  but  by  bj^r  apostacy  'we 
Joat.ouir  glorjjt ;  ,  ppif  gold  became]  Sim,  -  afijl  j?u» 
fip6,Sol<i  was  "chanjged  :  ^nd  the  words,  of  the  pr6« 
. jphet  Isaiah  are  sfKlly  applicable  to  u^ ;  *^'  How  is  the ' 
faithful  «pii/,  bepoaie  a«  harloj;  Lit,\^a^  full  of  judg- 
went;.  ri|^^teou8Qes6  i^d^d  in  it ^  bvit •  oc^w  !^ur* 
;"derer8.'' fi.^SJ .)  ,Noy't|fe,|i^t  ^epfd^^all  relj|ioa 
is,  to  briq^  us  back  to  a  rieseiniljijla^^iet  i^.  OogT  ^ 

iDak§  jis  ^r(^k«r^9(  9  ^iyiw  ?»V"!^^c:  ^**t  Vjf  ''^ 
;,thA8^^{^e,?.Jf  i^* enQMgh  ivaMQ  h« >» i«d  ^  ptp^rsr 

. .  jiil  ?,  W9t  t^^W  tcJ9.ffei8J^^  ?iU:iJ»at  ^*  s»fir^4  - ,  ^f  '* 
Jp^jiqdujgf  ,ogi|s^lyefi  ,iO|i?Ilf  kj^cia  of  lp|eni^cii:appfc 

_  Pft,:.  Cod  ij>  not  pnly.'^ot  ej^il,  hut  j^qo^  j,  Joi^t  pmy 

vP9^  •^*.'?ed  with  Jtaj^mty»  \?nt  aUf^li^^Jn  'W^ffiipe'- 
:.-fe<;tJjr;Piwef  an^^,.^'^  flr9«)dJ)^,.b(^jf.,5g  ,f^9}l,,is 


eKliet9f4  .4<!fiUOT«i^t;  bu*  ifemust,  h%ve,  ^ke  Ifijvc,  of 
holiness  rooted  in  the  heart,  and  sbpvi^ipg  jt^elf .  ia 
9CU  af  Mnivc^^i^  hQlii^e^  iq.  tb^  life  aod  cQ^vf/sa. 
tioii*  Wft  i^ust  apt  only  avoid  tke , grosser.  ac|*.  .p| 
*>p»  but.  w^e  must  bate  sip  itseifij  .l^^te.iti  jij .  ?vqr^ 
shap^  ^pd  in  every  d^cee :,  we  .m^st  ,bate  jt.  ^||,lj 
perfect  h  Jit  red,  and  re^olyeand,  eudeayour  .its,  de^ 
fiitructioD.  .  We  must  not;  only  hatei  sin^  but  we  inu^t 
love  holiness,  and  delight  in  it,  and  cultivate  it.  ii| 
all  its  bn^n^ibes.  Every  imagination  of  the  thoi^ghts 
pf  our  hearts  must  be  only  holy  continually  :  every 
word.io  our  tongue^  every  action  of  our  lives,  must 
be  only  holy  continually.  We  must  not  cpqtent 
ourselves, with  being  prevailingly  holy^  but  aim  at 
"being,  perfectly  so :  every  degree  of  imperfectioo 
must  be  oqr  grief,  and  every  degree  of  impurity  puf 
ebhorrence..  We  must  n.ot,ofl)y  do  no  wroiig.to  our 
fellow -crjea^turea,  .but,  we  ,uiust  be  r^ady  to  forgive 
the  wrongs  they.^o  up*  ;.We  .must,  not  only  not.  h^ 
carnally-minded,;  mflkingprpvisiou  for  the  flesh  tp 
fulfil  the  lusts  Jth^eof  ;  but  yvfC  must  be^pirijuallyr 
mindedj  and  ^aliiin.tbe  Spiri.t.  Spiritual  privileges 
aiad  spirityal  e:^ercises  n;ii}st  be  desired  by  us  morf 
than  thousands  of  Sfold  and  silver,  ai>d  be  sweeter  to 
US  than  (jioney  or  the  honevrcomb.  This,  and  a 
great,  deal  more  than  this,  we  n^ust  be,  before  we 
can  pretend  to  conformity  to  God, — And  is  it  any 
wonder,  then,  that  the  Scriptures  are  po'  particular 
fLUQ  express  lujnsjstipg  upon  it^  that  we  not^  only 
V  depart,  from  evil."  but  that  we  ''doeoocl-"  orj 
iri  the  I^pguagjeof  the  text,  that  we  not  on|y  ^^  b^ 
j^oij  conforpaed  to,  this  world/'  but  be  "  trans f<vaiei^ 
Ijy^the  rqoewjsBg  of  our  minds  ?**         •    -    i     • 


*"'2?1Bfecatise"^6?sH'l^  theft 'ihe«e'd6  ^dPtt» 

Ways  gb  together.  '-•"    ^•'  -  "^    -/^  '  -  '''  '^'^'^  '^^  '^^'''^4 

Uri!y  Imply  that  Hfife  inside  is  deia*  rkbg^atrilng  ftWil 
t)JiV  and  that  outward  sin,  dbthubt  netenMi  A  fimlilf 
that  thfe  heart  is  wiashed  from  wr(;kedndsS!  *'If  rtdtid^' 
)he  n^mb^r  of  genuine  saints  Would  be  greafter*  ttiaM 
itis;  But,  alas!  atnan  o^ay  he  no  drunkard;  ti6 
swearer,  no  whoremonger,  and  yet  not  ba^e  gfacii 
fio  big  as  a  grain  of  cnustard-secd.  Uovi^  \did  Utiit 
Pharisee  puff  away  with  bis,  *'God,  t  thank  th^ 
that  1  am  not  as  ofher  men  are,  extortioners,  unjusi!^ 
adulterers,  or  even  as  this  publican  !  *'  And  yet  thfl6 
•despised  publican  went  down  10  his  house' jliatifie^ 
leather  than  him.  And  this  delusion  accompanies 
Itoen  feven  to  the  bar  of  God :  **  Then  shall  ye  begin  t6 
say.  We  have  eaten  and  dru'nk  In  thy  presence,  and 
Ihou  hast  taught  iff  OUT  streets.'*  (Liit^  xrii;  26;) 
^*  We  have  prophesied  in  thy  naibb,  4nd  in  thjr 
name  have  cast  out  devite,  arid  in  ihy  miih^'  haVfe 
done  many  wonderful  works.'*  Here,  you  siee,  theri 
wis  not  only  some  c6n si derible  degree  of  60brijetyJ, 
but  some^minency  in  spiritual  gifts  :  and 'yet,*  tip, 
^^  who'kne^y  what  "was  in  man',"  critls  thert^  and  pu- 
nishes .them  as  *'  workers  of  iniqMitv.'^  This,  there- 
tore,  may  serve  to  rectify  *a  very  compaoni' but  '^ 
*very  ifatal,'  mistake  :— Persons  think,'  th^t  because 
they  can* reckon  up  ia  gr^at  miany  as  bad,  oV  worse 
than  themselves — rtnd  especiatlyjf  they  haye  escaped 
the  grosser  potlutidns  )vhich  are  \6\tbe  world  through 
lust;  tf,  when  the  coii^m^ndments,  Thoirshalt  not 
'^itt,  Thou  shalt; not. com.mib  ad\iltery,''thou  3nalt 
-not  steal;  if,  when  these,^  and  sucli  like  command* 
meats  are  jreckoned  up,  they  can  say^    *'  AH  these 


"m        ^^Citf^tiatjf[i04lik^MfMgi    fBikm)m 


l?1c«p«Jfi^m  myyoutb;  \tp^^—4fb^  ifainicrialM|^ 
liirfe'^s  ^obd' fts  Htey  n««(3  t<ybO'r%nd(«fe  wifaiafgm 
itiig'^oti<faVM>-W(»Iil<if^  ^docsbltte  bebsttitAiiil 
%4tH  ^tg^Mh'^ii  iil%^ail!^(  icinirapter-  :iiii  eoktoomirwliSK 
i^tpfxfte,  t1^A,  t('8brr«bn  anlhdlB.y9K>lia<i(-3breb^tt|l 

4li«(^f^-ttid'«<rtru«f«d  wMir. 'Che.  exeeirtiohool-<sbiM 
iMMttteBif  df  peistilMr  -«tifpOi^tMO«,'  'Whicfa  ifecpiirefilxchf 
i^ifiiPC)M<'^fi~ctttaHty  -«ncl  diligeace:..  «Aert.flUQ«i«g 
liilfi^ti&d^iA^iM^Mi^i^lHsfieient  for  it;  'snp^9^-:yo^ 

^#lftther  He  ^df  4^iHvjhe  'aitaiM  Ugki  (.  with  •»->« 

iif^f^^'Hiv^  y6u-  aofie'  Whsi  i .bii4> ^bv -f fw^v^ir^  i 
WB8  lieVer  ^aarpelsom^  'among  iqy'fdUiMrwKrnultot; 
,  ^em  disturbed  •  th6'pea««  «<!  yowr^femiiy  «>bt^  «»r 
%roiU  of  DHfi«;'^*  S«i«  hftver  yoa  ^ciaa  whM  i'<  i»> 
^«red  yd^  ?'^>-^^ir;  «k,  ^t  JianMit  OMffest  ii  teM  i«tt 

•tnwcblef.'^'  •  ■•  ■'  -'•  ••-  •  '  •-  -  -  '  -  -.  .•  ■  ."  <!•  ^■.  : 
^  !  say;  wbtild  y6ii  Mt|uit  mbh  a  -  wirinnit ^  ^^MpM. 
dfly,  w6tild  you  KW9f4  hm  ^-^W%y,  noeidl^gMhir 
unlike  to  tfate  willt)e  tbe  pteiiaii4  «li«^dodm^f|iiil* 
titudesat  the  Last  Day.  Wii«fl  ]tb«y  :)Mie.^Mlidd 
upon  to  pre  anaieeoirat  of  tbeit^  Meitat4ihfpiriliey 
will  b^iii^  withy  Londj;  .ttio«i'  ^glii9^«ia  ^Mi'tiliioy 
talents  -^  %u\  I  knew  not  Wlmp  m46  with'Mik^toiym^ 
I  ctfrefuliy  )ai(F  ftiem  tiy^'^and^  ttiad^^iM-: and-of^ 
at  all;  and,  lb; IkeiHs  ihoij  4liBt  ifli^vraUi  «g«^ 
did  not  MtnanyVlid,  squaiMlef  iih«iii  Mnty  hiiri 
' 'itog  QAd  dit]ink^niie<6V<^tfttib€<t^ 'ttnd^iwiDtdii] 
'I  defy  all  the  world  to  praW^t^t  il^^dr^'taidktbr 
-dW  ah  uhjtf^  or  fll-nttt4rt-€*i  ^tiM^  W-  Mf^m^f^ 
'^IThac!'  '(eriea-«he  <>r^%»-'e^^^        (itttff^aflfti^} 


y«t:MMi'ft  fwrd  faboilt:tbe   Work  tliftt  I.^gMp 

.^•diwJuihlii&LQrdtliy<^ff^iu^  of  «bee}^dirt 
f#til  teil  tlie^  tbrt  tbou  mfNri^QrqQtfy  tfa«  fleill, 
^uritll  4ti  atfiMtiau  t»d  lti9ta  F^faftsit  tfiott  dooe  il?  i 
|<4d  thee  to  acqueint  thjrdelf  witk  :G*d^  IMitf  te  lit 
ptftcte  with  him«  and  loie  bim  with  ^U  thy  b«9ft  aa4 
ioii}^  iMMi  8€nre  bim  ia  holtoaw  aod  i%hjtriHi>iii 
aU  ^ha  days  of  thy  life  :-H.1iaat  Ibou  dotae  it  ?  I  biNitia 
thee  taka  my  yoke  apoo  th^e^  ^sA  leam  of  me^  aoil 
walh  ev«B  aa  I  walli^  :*-Hdidit  thou  do  it  ?  I  bada 
;tbee  add  to  thy  fiiitb  Tirttte,  abd  to  viltue  k99wla4go« 
find  to  knowMge.  tem|ifrati9e,  and  to  tfCiperBace 
.patieaca,  and  to  patience  godliMas,  and  to  godU* 
nets  brotberIy^kindne$Ms  «ad  to  brotberly-l^indoaai 
ehaAty{  and  tbbt  aH  theae  thiDg^  should  ba  in  tbae 
\aml  i^iotwl  >»*4mU  n^aie  \%  «ay  one  of  tbrai  ?^-^ 
-^tboti  wM^ed  and  :T0lolbAil  fantaqt!  1  oanoot  be^r 
thee  in  my  presence  !— Angels,  take  his  peglectad 
«a)aat8  fiom  bttn^  and  gire  tham  to  those,  who  have 
;baeir  more  iaduattioaa  ao^it  4»ikbf9J ;  AOd.  ca^t  ye  *he 

.iinprafitaUeaarvatot  iabcH>Hterdarko<^f  tbere  sbf^U 

i^tifwaiiia^andgnasbiftgof  te«th/  ' 

*■  Th^Mo  setious  Kad  important  triiths,  .  ^et  us 

'^notnmm  tbecq^Kawtup^ty,  SD:&^^     gUren,  of,  asking 

%  •urrbaHrtaloda  plain  qiii^ion  :  ^  O  my  foul,  a«i*  I 

r asi^  tUngmow  tbbPfBe|[atiYely boly  \    Jt  is  triie,;  I 

\  do  mial  f  uH'  with  the  «ioltitii4e  to  do  ^11^  but  aip  I 

.or  intei^  aa  my  :divtio  IVf^ter :  to  4o  ^aai^f  /    The 

tMvld "OMrnofe  ahf^igo  ifto.MritJi  oif^adri^sijoss    but 

haftk  the  LoQl  f^naad^epe  ffom le^rl  faults  ?  Spme 

-'dwagein:  i»y  ;ati^|i«r|{  4Qportipe^  there  c^rtii^Iy 

^Xt. ;  but  b«s  I99C6:  »hapgf#'  my  /i^url  /  \  read|  in  that 


1 
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} 


f^,(^itcripi|.pf  tr^e  goQ*> w, , the  BiM?^  thj^*  if 
fH>y.,  m^qi^  in  Christ,  hie.  is  a  neWtCr^tunei  oW 
lUiingp  are  pasaed  away,  and  a)l.  things  ^e  l^eco.ii|.$ 
bew  :"  aod  ja  #^otb^r  ,pUce  Christ  ;hiinpelf  ..s'aiijdU 
.^'^^  Except  a  man  be  porn  ji^gai^,  he  c^anpot  '^nt^  in- 
|o  the  king4<WL  of  Gad  :".-r-0  my  wul,  a^l  l;a  n^w 
<Ii;c«tutQ?  am.  I  born  .ag^ja? ,  Indeed,  I  ^op'ot 
live  in  sin  a$  I  used  tq.do  ;,but  do. I  liye^up(p.righ^ 
teousness?  am  I  alive  unto  God?  are  all  things  in 

:  me  bfiCQine  new  ?    have  la  new  apprehension  and 
e9tini;iilion  of  things?  what  things  were  gain  to  me^ 

'  do  I  QOw.QOuottheip  as  1.qs%  for  Christ  ?  and  wj^at 
things!  used  to  myke  a  jesttof,  as. only  the  idle  ^nn 
c^tesvof  efitbuj»iasts,  do  .1, now  look  upon  them  as  th^ 
poiQ^t  awful  and ^treipendous realities  ?,  Again.:  H^y^ 
I  a  new  appetite  and  relish  ?  Do  I  Jopg  for  the  Re- 
turn of  the  Sabbath,  as  much  as  former lyr  I  lo^thod 
it?  Do  I  iove^  ordinancesji.  sf^d^  find  th^u^.^jb^t^l^i; 
iban  iqy  necessary  food  ?  ,Have  I  nejv  j^urppsea^^pd* 
purspits?  .Whereas^  before  I  minded  earthly  thin^ 
onjy,  apd  was  splicitpus  for  Qotbing  l^ut,^  vi;ijat\i 
should  e^^,  oi;  drinlj,  or  put  qm  M  it  ww  my,  prju,-^ 
cipal.  concer^i  to^lorify  Gadj  aod,warktOttt«iy  ofvn. 
salvation? — These,  and  such  like^  que^t^ns^  taUhr, 
ful^  put.and  faithfully  answered^  will  go  J^tp^^^ 

etermining  our  true  state  aqd  chafac);e.r.;-7i^dii{t 
there. auy  thing  in  the  world  i):  so,  inuch  pppc^cc^uft 
to  know?  Let  roe  reco.mmepd.it  as  a  p.rpper^^syjbjs. 
ject  to  fix  upon  this  week  ;r-apd,  ,yi^haj;.  j^py^ 
fleeting  shall  we  have  the  next  Sabbafh^^  if^  wf^  q^^^ 
ail^  on  rational,  scriptural  i^rounds,^  Hope  tb»t.ji)ci 
are^VpQssed  from  death  t^  life  ;\'  ^j^^.that  ree.^ajr* 
riot  only  not  conformed  to  thi^  world, _butA*.jtra}^. 
formed,  by  the  renewing  of  our  mind^  !" 


]\  1^6  ^rldW  orocfeea' Vo  ttie  latter  ClauVof  tW  Vfefi^ 
il^v1z.J**1fefut1^e  yk  transrormed/by  th^i^tt^\Vin|S^ 
y^oiTf  min(ii  ;  that  ye  may  prove  what  is  ttiiit  goodj 
afi^'acfceptaSle,  and  perfect  wiH  of  Gbd/'  *'  * 

*  "A^iitf  Here  1  shall  only  attempt  to  shoW,  '  •  '*  *  ^ 
^'T;  Wherein  this  transiformatiori  coirtists.  ^ 

'  II.  In  what  respects'  It  is^  necessary  in ' order 'fd 
prove  what  is  the  will  of  God.  '^ 

;;Letus,     '        '     \     ;     '  '  '  .  ."  ''  .  "^ 

';'  L  Inquire  wherein 'this  transformation  doth  con- 

sist.  • 

fie.  ye  transformed/'  or,  as' the' word  signifies; 

JBe  ye' metamorphosed.**     Not 'like  the  metamor- 

phos^s  which  the  ancient  poets  dreamt  of,  wher^ 

'iiiiSerejit  bodies,  were  transformed  one  into  another 

— a?  mpn  into  tre^s  and  beastsj  &c.;—rbu't  the  same 

person  is  here  supposed  to  he  cbanged,  so  that  he  is 

hot  what  he  was,  aod  he  is  wbait  he  was  not.    It  is  ^ 

i*eal  cTiange;  not  a  fancy.or  groundless  conceit';  ^nof 

i  prfeteoce  or  a  v^in  shov^,  but  a  true  work,  without 

Hypocrisy  or  deCeif.     Fancies  and  pretences,  to  be 

sure,  there  are.     Happy  would  it  be  for  the  world^ 

aind  the  church,  if  there  were  not  I     But  they  kre  (66 

common  to  be  concealed.     Persons  aire  a  Utile  af* 

fectcd  with   religion  :  some  affliction^  perhaps,  4ia9 

^iirik  (heir  spirits ;  or  some  sermon  has  eom'e'hbaie 

t6  their  coiisciences :  they   weep,  an$'>vi^h  theib'-] 

reWes' relij^ioiis,  and   talk    with    some   vehemence 

i^Wi^X  sin— aid,  that  is  all.     But  iftliis  be  alt;  t; 

scfdple  hot   tp  c^ll  it   again  a  /awcj/  and  conceit'. 

They  iliay  pass  dppn  the  world,  and  impose*  up6n' 

tnemselvi^s^  ad^  persons  actually  transformed  /but  It' 

is  no  siicB  thing,   '^he  transformation  here  spoken^ 


.  •  •  •  I  _  1 1  '   •  • 


of  id  sometnifig  Vastly  beydnd  iall  this :  there  is  a 
ivmBrkabk  kt^mple  of  h  in  St  Paufs  First  EpistW 
to  the  Corintfaiaoat  '^Know  ye  not  that  tke  unrtgh^ 
teous  shall  Aot  iriberit  the  kingdom  of  God"?  Be 
not  defceived  ;  neither  fornicators,  nor  idolaters,  nor 
adoltererd,  nor  ftflTemiaale,  nor  abusers  of  thcini*^ 
aelves  witW  madkind,  nor  thievesi  nor  covetolis,  nor 
df'ankard^,  nor  revilera,  nor  extortioners,  duall  in* 
berrt  tbe  kingdom  of  God.  And  such  were  some 
of  yortf ;  But  ye  are  waahed,  but  ye  are  sanctified,, 
but  ye  are  justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,^ 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God/'  (vi,  9.)  They  ipfftf 
adme  of  the  most  debauched  and  abandoned  aj.nnei^, 
but  grace  bad  wrought  a  change;— ^a  chaoge  ja 
their  outward  appearance :  ^'  But  ye  are  W0she4t.^* 
The  visible  spots  and  defilement  of  sin  were  done 
away,  and  their  external  deportment  and  conversar 
tion  was  free  from  that  impurity  and  corruption, 
that  formerly  stained  it.-^ A  change  in  their  iowiaird 
disposition  and  temper :  '^  But  ye,  are  mmelj/led" 
Grace,  wonder-working  grace,  had  preftted  a  clean 
heart  and  renewed  a  right  s^rit  within  them« — j^. 
change  in  their  state  towards  God :  *^  But  ye  are 
juit^dj^  Instead  of  being  frowned  upon  ainj|  kept 
at  a  distance^  #s  insokents,  or  male^tors  under  a., 
sentence  of  condemnation ;  they  have  boldn^  of 
aeceas  to  God,  and  are  sopiled  upon  and  caressed  att 
friends  and  children. 

Such  as  this  is  the  metietmorphosis  which  our  .teyt 
rccoomiends  and  requires!  and  as  it   is  a  cbti^ 

that  must  pass  upon  every  one  d  ua^or or 

what?-— -or,  we  can  never  enter  into  the  king-i 
dom  of  God ;  or,  we  shall  be  shut  out  amoog 


dogt  and^dpyiUi,  (Sorrily it  cpoccws^fl^  to  kpoft 
p^rtki^l^rly.  the  n»f ure  qf  ^tbi$  infioit^y  iinportafit^ 
fr)kQsforaatiQQ«  It  implfes^,  fhen«.  ' . 
4.  A  <^tif^^^  >"  jucfgrnent^a^d  ppinioc^ 
1  mehtioQ  this  firsts  because  pur  te^t  calls  it  a 
Keipg,"  transformed  by  the  ren^wiiig  t^f  .our  niin4$J^ 
Indeed^  tbe  mind  is  a  J^ad'rng  jpart,;  s^d  ifth^.be 
renewed,  the  whole  noiay  be  said^J^^l^e^^Q^i^^ipi^fl  t}\^ 
fore  conversion  is  represented  as.  a  b<siag  .tfxci&j^. 
fi;om  darkness  to  light^  and  openiqg  blind  eyes, ^  in- 
timating, tMtiberp  IS  a  divine  jjgbtfoflfivxi^qip^tffj,. 
by  virtue^,  of.  which,^,Pier90ns  perceive  jhjit\aiip(^ 
every  thing  they  hav^  b^h,conv,ersa,nt  wrth^if,  <iul^ 
different  from  what  they  had  formerly  fo^cied/  jCPT 
^^ample :  they  ;sefe  sii<jh  ah  excellency  iq  God,,  aa 
makes  them  valtie  him  abgtyaall  things^  and  bf^.cpB-^ 
founded  alt , their  gross  conceptions  of  him  ?^qd  difi?^' 
insrenubus  carriage  towards  him.  "  i  bave  heard  o£ 
tbefe  hv  the  ^jearing  of  ^thP  ear  ;,  but  now,  ppiiii^  ^y^ 
s^6tli'tb^e:  'wbere/ore  1  athor  myself,  and  jepj^ia 

in  a<ist  and' &shea.    .  (•'*^^X*''- r^O,,  3^P^  ff^r^eivrx 
-~^ Wb y  do  i.  saVf  TAeu?^  Am  .1  not  speakinff^to- 
persbtlSt  that  ate  transformed,  or  at  least  ^trap^fofp;!^,. 
irig?/' Away  with  alt  such  dists^ntsp^ecbesi'-TrL^y,^ 
tteiiy;  ^oh  perceive  ^uch  a  beauty  in  ChmtM^ 
cfiariiis  artd  CA|l)tiv'Ates;ycJu  ;  and  wbeiesis  |>efgre 
ctrliWstefe  nb  (t>tta  ncnr  cotiieliness.  in  hlmr— qptpips:! 
*  fdf  wtiYcn^yoti  sho«ild''a6sire  him— opivy  vpu^estespai 
him  the  chief  among  ten  thousand/ ahq^altoff^tli^r 
Ib^eFyi'  ' Y*oii^erfceiVfeBueh  an  odio'u|ne^\n^^si^*^jb*.t 


«nL€ffxl^t?fites^}d'tbe  crefl^fiii;^,'  wBicb  aU\  yojjcdisftp-, 
pJlftiftfifentS'^ouldftever  con  vine  of  before.— 


lii"*lk)fe;  «*'¥^  liiv««B?  tittctfen  fttm  tb^l 4*>lj|t><*nt 
«tM  ^«  knew.iM  ^^fiings^'^^KdC-  its  411  cMngs  neMH^ 
sfty  to  8rfl*atkw-Kl  Jobn  fi.  S9^^  eft^ia(»3||a*iip 
•Boiiited  ^(Wit  eyes  With  €ye-saWfe,'  yow;' #ta>?  *«teii 
W^T«  darkft«88,  art  tiow  figlrt  Ih  tbfe^  Iter*  ;.i»iyi,g^ 
bht  a  Httl*'WhiIe»«gtt  put  d»fch«9«|"**-lf^ 
liglft  for  claritneM,  Mtte*  for"8*^t-  add  WvtM? 
Ibr  bitter;  now  are^fttight  of  Go4t  ^  ^i«til1^«lBll> 
between  things  w1ii<Jh 'differ:  you  discenf  to^ailrt«i( 
1>I«ne8s  and  excellence  in  things  *w4ieh  y**»  !»* 
once  blihdly  rejected,  and  a-  vatiityatad  tf«fbn^ 
IB  things  which  you  above  at!  tfaitig«  piAaM^ailV 
doatbd  on.  Such  a  transformation  dOt&  grac^^d^^ 
ID  the  judgment.  '  ^Z' 

9.  There  is  a  change  in  the  bias  end  inten(totif> 
»*  They  that  are  after  the  flesh,  do  'miifil''l!hfe» 
things  of  the  flesh ;  but  they  that  are  after  tlfe^-t- 
rit,  the  things  of  the  spirit"  (Rom.  viii.  5.)  BefoM' 
conversion,  not^fng  was  niinded  but  %ei^^-t{iat>is, 
*h**interestts  6f  the  bbdy,  or  the  pl«6ti^^Hfe/  1ft>u 
mdde  prdvisibn  for  the'  flesh,  to  fttl6l>'t|i«»-'lMf» 
th^^ftdf.  Ybti*  rose  «arly,  and  sat  up'-)'a««,'  aia4f  Ijk 
houred  hat'd  r  hat  it  was  only  fofr  the  UKtet^WhitA 
jSerfshfeth/ WH€n  yowasfcedany  one,  Wh^wltl^biMwiwic 
fny  go6d>  Ml  y6u'  meant  tfy  it  Wadi  WWo  Wiri'«^» 
lis  id'"^  %ay"  t6"in<JnE(ase  ^df  ^rnartd-  Mhd^hWi 
wori^^ivealthf  Arid  if  yotf  «&(ild;hfti^is  bbtSM^ 
fh^i  ytjo'feartid  'for  Hbthing* else :  iid,«*  tt*H8fore,''<» 
tft'adyWtafe' ytt<iT  interest  alid  yiflftii<*'iKgll»l|i^i»li>W 
\t  ^^ifiik^tr94;  ;^<oli' niad*e  ^o  6esi4Ationt^lo4feWP«r' 
asi^e  your  religion,  to  sar^  'whair'y^u^f^^rfetfwi 
your  treasure,  ybur  ^brtroh,"'ahd''youi»^  A=>t'  WV 
now  that  you  are '  ♦'  transformed,  hy^  th«  1%h«IHii|'# 
your  minds,"   you  hard  higher  and  -  noblfr  4nda^ 


Vi^thtf^  k^jlft^o  fb%ber  -  aqibiU(>B  iUa»  io^.  b^:  W 
«lrilf(i6Qlii?Qfi  adf Ikivsing  Q^td  ^ofiy:  ip  thki .  wail4r 
«l^{{aB!Mkwft,c^k  ie  .tibe  jB^yn  *  Kow  gfou-  are  oqiw 
IwMvlff  Nfany  tlMiig^'  or  nothi^,  00  loa^  m  CbriM 
]|l^itiB^fi4d9.«n4  ydir/wii  adora'  $h^  doctrineaf  Goci' 
)&ftfit:.S«iri<MF''.  '«i|d^  every    wdFtdly  caQaidamtiaa/ 
IImMI  i«fW  tJ|fL)l^9Stip€Qiisidtefttw^ith,  or  il^juriQUftto/ 
t^M^i^g  prLDciplei  let  ft  be  never  so  pleasant  or 
]|f^r<MtfMtofitable$-  you  will  readily  and  resolutely 
VlEciic!^  to^  tke  superior  calls  of  Qedf  coosctepce^ 
and  religion :   and,  in  short,  whether  you  eat*  or 
<Jl}aiif<9r:  w^^ver  youdo*  you  do  all  to. the  glory 
iq^i$kic|«*r^Ui!sly  suoh  a  change  as  this  deserves  the 
]i9l||er.af  ^  eqieliiBiorphosis ;  and  y^  this  is  not  all  ;• 

,^3rTJieli^«s«.cfaali^  in  the  life^e^^  e^nversaticMi.^ 
i}Tjiere*«!i9fatit»tiaie  (yqu  kno^wj  w|ien>yoa  walked^ 
^qQft(di9i^to.faiii«iai|r.0ir  inel^ati^,  ^.tb@  ^ualoiq;* 
ofc:  ti»#g  tj|iMf3^){  mfaef  you  |(q^o«M  tib^  fnulifitv^.^ 
^,4«4.'ii^tjivaa  right  1^  «y«l»-  ^  Ai^ 

jBpiJififbf  bei  qnlAk^iiedy  whe^  w^iM^fiir  t^^epi^^ses^ 
Vl^sinBM  :  w^yerewi^jtiai^  past  ye  walked,  f  accords 
ifigfto^  Ali#  (Rmrs^  1^  «Ms  waiW>  ,a9<»opdi«g  to  xb^ 
JSmmdt^  ih^\p0w§f  rf>.tb^  airi  the  tfipj?|t  w^gb^ 
%P^-r«»r*«hbMi  tb(^,  ^ohjMnen  .ftf;d^Ql^^ieni?fiCt 
WOflgilf^llM^Alkof  we  f\\  h«d-qm  ^i|poyen^i^ .  ifi: 

<teMM»T«^.4^j8fflte#lld  of  th^mi^d/'  :{^R^^ii*f*4 
Ym  ^#5ati(/t^a>..|pM5^tJay  i^ut  yourM(>>wa,^\J^ 
*Pf fi««il#«fi  wligN»);W?m  «c>»  r§f  l^rai«|s,tpjy<)(fj,;. 


41;^,  On  C9Bfi(rmiij/ (0  the  Wonfd.     |;Sf»ai>  97: 

"  M7  lips  are  my  Qwn"  (sai^  you) ;  "  Wbo  U  Lowl 
over  me  ?'*    But  now  you  dare  not  My  ao«    Now.  tb« 
law  pf,  God  19  in  your  heurt,   and  your.gi^at^^ftf 
de^vour  is  to  coaform  to  it.     Now  you  ane  eavoliil 
no^oqly  of  what  fa\U  ijioder  public  censure,  hut  a£ 
ypun  okost.  aecret  conduct :    you  ivatob  omv  your 
words,  aud  make  conscience  of  your  thoughts,  tfanb 
nothiog  common^ or. unclean  be  admitted  or  allowed 
therein.     It  appears,   indeed,  ia  every  part  of  yow 
conversati<;>n,  in  the  iamjiy,  in  the  world,  in  tk^ 
chuFcb*  that  you  are   not  what  you  used  to  h^ 
You.  wIh>  were  blasphemers^  and  persecutors,  aodr 
haters  of  God  and  bis  people,  are  now  adrocateS; 
fyx  Christ  and  Christianity :    und  it  may  be  said  «£ 
you,  as  was  said  of  Saul,    ''  Behold,  he  prayetb!*' 
You,  who  waliced  after  vanity,  and  minded  itot|iing^< 
i^nd  loved  nothing  but  sensual  and  sinful  ^latiflca- 
tions,  now  labour  to  perfect  holiaess  in  the  fear  a£ 
God,     You,  who  could  add  iniquity  unto,  iniquity* 
and  drunkenness  to  thirst,  without  remonie,  now 
are  troubled  for  a  hasty  word  or  a  vain .  nhmight^t^. 
I  repeat  it  again,  There  is  no  part  of  your  conduit 
or  conversation  in  which  the  change  is  not  visiblaw 
—  An<|  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  so^     A  partial 
reformation  is  not  enough :  you  must  cvt  away 
^^  ail  your  transgressions^  whereio  yon  have   triw*- 
gressed,*'  and  ^^  be  holy  in  all  manner  of  cooversa* 
tion/'     When  old  things  are  done  away,  \wd.M 
things  are  become  new,  then  indeed  ym  are  traBS* 
formed  by  the  renewing  of  your  miods* 

.  1  should  imagine  now^  if  you  have  at  all  attended 
to  what  has  been  said,  that  there  cannot  be  a  sifigie 
soul  in  all  this  assembly  but  can  easily  apd^ce^ 


^ « «• 


fSkKHf.m,']    Om^CiMf^wdiif  to  the  Wcrid:  5X5 

t&f nly  detefittitie,  n6t  tbftthe  is  actually  transformed, 
(Would  to  God  that  were  the  happy  case!)  but, 
MT^hefher  he  is  really  transforming  or  no.— What  1 
canned  you  tell  whether  you  are  the  same  as  ever  \ 

you  tlr^re  j  6r  whether  there  be  not  some  consider- 
able ftltemtioti  I  Cannot  yoo  tell  whether  you  love 
what  you  once  hated,  and  hate  what  once  you 
•loved?  Cannot  you  tell  whether  old  principles, 
customs,  and  company  are  forsaken;  and  new 
jfrtficiples,  practices,  and  acquafntance,  adopted  in 
th«  room  of  them?  These  are  chunges'  which,  if 
tfeey  have  really  passed  upon  you,  cannot  escape 
your -dlteervation.  Let  me  therefore  press  itfipoa 
you,  M  a  matter  of  the  last  importance,  that  you 
make  this  transformation  sure  to  yourselves— and 
then  make  it  out  to  the  world. 

Make  it  sure  to  yourselves.-.-Search  to  the  hot* 
torn.  Do  not  build  too  much  on  the  good  opinion 
.  which  others  may  hive  of  you,  nor  hastily  take  up 
a  good'Opintoki  of  yourseli^es;  bur  examine  your- 
ftelvfes^  prove  ybur  ovftk  sfelVes,  whether  the  root  of 
th^  mutter  bb  in  you ;  whether  Christ  be  formed  inr 
yi^ursodfer;  whether  you  are  indeed  born  again^ 
and  alive  unto  God,  and  created  anew  in  Christ 
Jesu^  unto  good  wai*ks.  I  s^id  just  now,  that  this 
might  easily  be  ascertained;  but  I  say  too,  that 
persons  'may  be  easily  mistaken : — those,  I  mean, 
who  vi'fll  not  be  at  the  pains  of  making,  or  those 
wflfo  ^re  afield  to  make,  a  thorough  search.  A 
serious  countenance,  a  fluent  tongue,  and  a  fair 
Adracter,  tnay  pass  for  religion ;  but,  if  you  recol- 
lect the  account  that  has  been  just  now  given  of  it,- 
you  must  see  that  this  is  the  lowest  and  least  part 
of  religion«-<*-lf  it  may  be  called  aoy  paQt  at  all :; 

L  L  3 


\* 


mS        Mim:€ot^krmiij^M4^ 


''^Msk'jfaMoaralilyiOf .  bifitso^i  9)igtak«» gtf ■  -i$«i|r,, >  I 

.**-A«ld[  ihMiigi'  mado.. ift  i(iif«»,vilf^!  yfluit  »»«^  <iM« 
jbesDoi  ,'■  ■<, !  •  t  ■//  •••'-  ^y  -t  r-'--.n  ..>,  •.■*  -■•..•»,j- 
■  .'  Makr-it  mu  io:t\V.i}m yto^^C^  yfmivg(pfri^ 
ibtnaed.  .;Ai»^«he  ApMltQ:ac(ittMi*>'  **'  l^jUB^ifH^^ff 
vebBi  HisHnrjofrj  dtrkntoMi  wtdJet  ^#  imt  oo^tbie  ^^roMnu 
iftfili^ht.  ..  Let  uawalli  boae«Uy^ »  in  the  4}^;  ^ 
to-Tiotittg  :aadhdciu»k«iiMHs.::ii<>$.iD  c^iaailwiyg  Jttfd 
VMntonaen,  nat  i««ftrtfe«ndi&il«jniHg-:'  < -^^M)!lf  f« 
«lirdw-.Lor4J«wi*-£hn«t.  and^-oift^  liAt;  IH9v»i^ 
for  the  desh,  to  fuUil  tl|lli«|tsfhli«M^.''.<^^|Mii. 

12.)    Yw-mtf-Msr  yiott  acj»  trf9s£w>M;-  .4M»*.t*>« 

vidiUtwMMt  -boaod  to  talt^^^ur^bf^  WfidfiDf  it: 
The  treeJa  known  b^  il«  fbuita,";  fi^  t^  SJ^ow,  ine 

a  just  reply.  And  if  the  traD8^9tatji^j!|9^,))lffiut 
<bf^  be<^all  liDletead ;  •  :if4t't«pfi«9ei  t^aj,  yfifi^^ij^'pSui 

the  saneriliberty  uft  ji^ujr csfi^DCt)  ap|4.^Q]i(e|^^iyi 
-  aa  «vet ;  ;*ifr  yiMtr  emit  nwkt  a^  ftp^  v^ij^  j^Pu,  ai(^ 

.mufamUwt  w4»h'Wi>iiWf<  aa  fe^f«4.jf*fcf^^'Byij^4  F*i* 
t>e-<einpt«l,  eifbet;  «^  yu<Ai  badlj.cjjf  j^jf^,  ^rf|o 
tiiadc  awanlaf  ol^;telig^it.  ^,  ,U  TdQRQanM,,)!;)^^  t^fM^ 

ifow^ibryo«t,;pw«  credit,  9»/weU4ifJoUhf^^Mt 
lof  Ciiw»ti«iily*i  that  j^^bAH^^lh^l^iartb  ^ef,^f|gi^ 

]64fiH^  ;ahat  ye  9b«iul^^n«rf|stJ|JSl^tft  SHl**  {<V9B|i 
:  and. Afl(t  ye  ^*  i»e  .•  bUm^aw ,  iipj^i  ^awji^4^f4>;l^- 

)ewlfcedapd!l^fe^▼e^8e,JB|^^t^w^l«V.-i    „.^i:j    <,,.., h   ,;  'to 


•  7r  ■ 


4     .*. 


'-'  ifes^ "tif'ff^-^nei^iMm  ftthe  •  pdwer  oif >  Sdban  -vtito 

.    ^XJfMH  «3  «e  t»k«n«ffF1tott  'tflow^  9(Wite.  «^eoti^ik 

'^  to'4le^l^''1dl(ki  and  pli<  upon  tfaerlpoTsoU  ni^gldiy, 

' l^fiia^ l>if)^^MHMefl'grftf)fieationt.  to  be  AUe  «•  dMq^t 
"^ ;fdu^^ve8?^ 'the  Lord ;  from  ^iiei  119. inier  fcfab4ke 
beasts  which  perish,  to  be  renewed  to  the  inugtrbf 
l^G^  r^I  4iy,  iftf^  lr«oili»thii%.il)  tbis  tradaltafrma^ 
I'fioir  Ifs^tfta^  i^^  h^fid^<«»p»M|ibff  attiiristi  i^ j.  bttt» 
^'^/ft'^'biaft  an^iiitt^dflue^^'ftfi.xa^'a  ^qoMcAcatiba 
/iSr, '  ioih^tlifirfg  4iir()ier  ROd  higbef.^  -  What<4i«i», 
■    ^ iWe  ^pcj»\1^  tHl^  ydtt  in «b»  liaiierrt>a»t!of  -tbe  .text ; 
^*  fie'yetransfbrtiediby  tbet^newiti^DfyoairmifKi* ; 
"Akt  f^  ari^  V't^e'  whal^i»  tbat^goddi  eod^tecpt- 
iMe,  aotl  ^perfecf  w>Ht!lif 'God."    ..    .  .  >  '      ' 
^^  ^  AfiiJI  tht^biffng#t€?tbft'n«Xt'g«i>crfti^^viE/     ;  i  ' 
'  in  ^It  %^b  a  iNnbfbriMfioar.ib  nwcesM^^/ta 
-  otdef" '  fo^  proV#  the  wilt  of>  €;<id!;^  vrj;  That  noite  but 
'^tViAsfbriAvd  tmd  tftnevf^d'fenoas.^'^apmed  'or 
'^i(tiflifl*S('i*pr6ve1r.^  ■-    -'  '-     -iA     ,  . -^  :  •:>   •  f, 
^     Td  firt^i,  i»  «'«»oi^  .of  ^lafge .  mmI  fordUe^fligld- 
•ficbttc^:    Sh'iM^  I^  dtteni^r„  ^(^K^ynerpy  atajr  fiit- 
fthisr^/tolet  yoil  aP  Htt^  liitoUbv^OManftigeOf -it  j^ 
V'To  pirovef < <thc6i  iM^tft^iMWtf^         To.itojf:  any 
^hib^  wbbt  ^is(^^  «<  Flr6»vJrf  aliitbiogitt".t(4»  Thass.  t. 
~S¥l)'  Again-y'-**^b  ^Aive/^tivpoatk)  l^loowtedga  or 

'dlsceriilifag '\i{K>b  tfiilK  '^'"in  for' 'paw  «.  jaklj^okdit 
Si^n>Uf  ••¥«*  hyik>br*t«,  >«'c«rl!.i*ii*eei*!)  (or 
<]»e6Vi^  '^*'ib^  fbeeoftb^'  sky  {ifba't  ^biotviis,  il.itbot 
.^e  Udirot«M*§i>B^his«af«>  ( lidke^ifr.  ^..^A^im: 
^''tb  Vi^t^,'*^^  rigMBes  AppMMiioti  abd^IiiawaBdr, 
of  a  thing  upon  knoiVl^4g!e!  '  "''^'fiHotF  luibwest 
1in'~^flI,^^iHf  apth«ye«t  tfae'Ubitt^'  Mikh  bm  uii'ore 
^*'    (Rbffii<}i.''rs^.)  '  Ap^^tttQ  4iv>re,  it 
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k»port$  also,  Obedience  and  conformity  upon  ap-i 
|>robation.  Sothfat,  taking  all  these  significations 
together,  proving  the  will  of  God  must  mean  dis« 
cerning  the  divine  authority  and  excellency  of  it, 
and  intending  and  endeavouring  to  yield  a  strict  and 
conscientious  obedience  to  it.  Now,  that  renewed 
persons  only  are  disposed  and  qualified  for  this, 
needs  no  proof,  so  many  and  so  express  are  the  de» 
clarati'ons  of  Scripture  on  this  head.  To  instance 
only  one :  **  But  the  natural  man  receiveth  not 
the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  for  they  are  fool- 
ishness unto  him :  neither  can  Me  know  them,  be- 
cause they  are  spiritually  discerned.  But  he  that 
is  spiritual,  judgeth  all  things."  (1  Cor.  ii.  H,) 
However,  let  us  a  little  illustrate  the  necessity  of 
renovation,  by  considering  distinctly  the  three  pro- 
perties of  the  will  of  God,  as  they  are  here  set 
down. 

1.  The  will  of  God  is  good. 

I  am  speaking  of  the  will  of  God  as  revealed  in 
the  Scriptures,  which  is  the  rble  of  our  obedience: 
and  that  the  will  of  God  is  good,  is  indisputabie.-«-It 
is  good  as  to  the  matter  of  it.  It  contains  nothing 
but  what  is  good  :  the  precepts,  promises,  threaten- 
mgs,  and  examples  of  it ;  they'  are  all  good.-— It 
is  good  in  its  tendmcif.  God  is  glorified  in  and  by 
his  word,  and  the  revelation  of  his  Wilt  to  men.  It 
sets  forth  his  wisdom,  power  and  goodness  t  **For 
all  the  promises  of  God  in  him  are  yea,  and  in 
him  amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God  by  us.**  ^4  Co* 
rinth.  i.  20.)  It  promotes  the  good  of  mankind,  by 
making  them  good,  conforming  them  to  God,  hi 
the  %vork  of  regeneration ;  and  also  by  bringing 
thenii  to  good,  in  a  p<3rfect  likeness  to  and  fbll  en** 


^yi^ant  of  God  in  .  heayeD.-^^Aod  yet^  a^op^r^rnejy 
and  universally  good  a$  tbe.  willof  God  i^,  th^t^ 
was  a  time.  Christians,  when  yon  did  not  think  it  so. 
You  did  not  scruple  to  say  that  his  statutes  weoe 
4iot  good,  and  that  you  cpuld  reckon  up  a  great 
caany,  that  w^ere  quite  the  reverse :  those  passages 
-particularly  which  are  so  severe  against  sin ;  such 
as,  *^  The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die:'*  ^^  He 
that  offends  in  one  point,  is  guilty  of  all  :**  *^  Cursed 
is  every  one  that  eontinueth  not  in  all  things  that 
are  written  in  the  book,  of  the  law  to  do  them  :" 
^^  The  thought  of  foolishness  is  sin/'  You  could 
not  see  what  goodness  there  was  in  all  this:  they 
appeared  to  you  rigorous  and  unmercif'uL  *  There 
is  not  a  just  man  upon  earth;  that  doeth  good  and 
«inneth  not*  God  knew  that  it  was  impossible  to 
fvalk  in  all  his  commandments  and  ordinances  blame- 
less, and  therefore  fae  should  not  have  been  so  very 
strict  in  his  reqnirements ;  and  when  he  was  thun* 
dering  out  his  anathemas  against  sin  and  sinners, 
be  should  have  made  some  allowance  for  humap 
frailty/  So  you  once  thought :  and  it  was  natural 
/enough ;  for  how  should  you,  being  evil,  speak  good 
things  ?  You  were  alienated  from  the  life  of  God, 
Jthrough  the  ignorance  that  was  in  you,  because  of 
tbe  blindness  of  your  minds ;  and  if  in  such  circum- 
stances,, you  called  evil  good,  and  good  evil,  what 
4^kie  G04ild  be  expected  ? — woful  it  is,  but  not  won* 
jderfuj.  ^ut,  now  that  you  are  "  transformed  by 
tbnienewing  of  3 our  minds**— now  you  can  prove 
•that  the  will  of  God  is  good*  Now  you  can  peri- 
ceive  goodness  in  every  part  of  it*  Now  you  can 
perceive  the  proptiety  of  God's  severity  against 
KJA;    afid  that  there   ia  not  merely    equity^    but 


J9&         (^^C^f^MO^  [^sEiiaesyr 


hearts,  «^  l%y  ^^oi-d^fe  4wy^p^vei  ^IhbihkfiKM^  ^^^ 
vaift  tovietb  it."*^  Eveb^^HiMit  wcAind^j^HM  witii  (iIm 
deepi^  ami  mdsv  Miarc!ng'^d)iviotioti8<  «^ou  «ite* 
say,  **  The-  )awr  is  holy ;  AMd<  the  N(^aii]»itidiDtQt 
ht>iy,  jtist,  and  good/''  Yea^  and  when  it  wittM 
.^  Death*  upon*  sbwie^  Of  yduf  dearest- ^^inhly^aomt 
farts,  you  can  say,  '*^Grood  is  thfe  word  of.  cber 
^Lord.*'  '  In  sh^rt,  you  can  stee  nothing  in  God?» 
will  but  what  fs  good,  let  him  aay  oriel  bin*  d{> 
what  he 'pleases.*^Gan  a  carnal  man  see  it  to -be 
so  ?  Impossible :  ^^  for  the  carnal  mind  is  enoiirf 
against  God;  ibr  it  is  not  sabjeet  to  the  law  ef 
God :  *neitber  indeed  can-be.*'     -   •  -^    . 

.  S.  The  will*  of  God  t«  acceptable. 
•  Acieeptable,  lo  bc«ure^  it^iughtlo  he.  •  If  #• 
•consider  Wi<y  the*  preecppls  of 'the  word,  as^  diey 
teach  ^  ua  -  oiir*  ^  itAty-, '  ^and  lAaA  oni  our  paitfa  ^  t6 
heaven;^  they sbdoKtbii^ddefHablet  bnt  ifwofiillli 
in  thte 'gr0rt6Us;'^lot4iA»  disckivetfea  it  contains-^ 
(for  example V^  that  ^  God  is^^n" 'Christ,  recod^siliBg 
the  world  «nk>  himSi^- not  im|mt}ng  tothehi  theSt 
tr^assess'^-^iliRaf '(^thei^^lbodof:  Jesaa  CblisC^ 
his  Son,  idleaSMth  fi«ifi  all  siD-;^^thiAt  «'  He  WiN 
nev^r  leave  ^^ '-  nOt^*  foiwlce  Uff  ;'^-^hal;  ^  nb  'go#i 
thing  will  he  Withheld 'flrctn  them  that  walk  ilfl^ 
rightly  ;!'^^nd,'  that  ^^  thefe  rem^fifeA  a  rest^^ 
the  people  of  •God'^*«'-»I  say,  when  all^  tbisv  'wUt% 
is  contained  in  t^  will  of'God'as  reVe«(ed^ili>.  iUe 
Gospel^  is  duly  eonsidereiil,  .otM^  wonld*  iima|gfin#^ 
must  no0ds  4>e  acceptable  to^  «h^-^N>d^  kiHifttf^  tnisflit 
able,  pert»hii|g  chMi-eii' 'of  min».  'Btit  ^yv  CMil^ 
tians^  wa4  it  acce|iMble  to  ydu-  wbile  'you  ^'WSIb 
conformed  to  t^s^wprlf),  «Qd  wes^iimtig^M'M^tte 


anlighlc^iiigi  .^afi|i%^  .Q8fW^Pt»-of  C9^'?^^Si(i 
rit  I.  Ycw«igbt thif>Jfc iig^g^^  J>^l)«p^ (Cf en  tb^i^n 
yoa  dur^t  ocrt  tbmk  it  othepvijse->r- but  was.  '^,MCfpi^ 
iMbkl  bad  you  aqy  relish  for  Mcb^tf^nga  ?  ^d  Q9)k 
yovk  take  looce  delighl  id  resdlag  any,  the  mp^l^ 
mMy  and  pro&oe^  book^  than  the  Bible?  .did  nojt 
yotir  full  aouis  loath  the.honey*G<wib;  apd  were.upt 
yaiu  glad  when  S6rmon9  and  Sabbaths  wer^  ovet,.9((5l 
you  were  released  from  bearing  the  a^ine  ^ull  atorjr 
about  Christ  and  your  souls  and  eternity?  .  Hour 
could  it  be  otherwise,  while  your  understand iiiga 
were  darkened,  and  your  affections  carnal  ?  But^ 
now  that  ye  are  transformed  by  the  renewing  of 
your  minds,  nothing  in  the  world  is  more. accept* 
able,  nothing  is  so  acceptabte,  as  the  word  and  will 
of  G^.  Now  you  can  say,  with  Dayid»  ^^  O  bpw 
Ipve  I  ]^hy  law  !  it  is  my  meditation  all  the  d^y.  ,.r , 
S'faelf^  of  thy  mouth  ja  b^tjker  to.  a*  tl^aa  thpusaqcU 
^fi  gold  or  silver. .  • »  How,  sweet  are. thy  words  gnto 
my.ta^tjcvl  yea*  aweet^Mr.  than  honey,  to  my  mpjuth ) 
«,  <,  •  Thy  testimonif a  b^ro  litekea,  f»  an  bcffitiBge-fof 
e^er;  for  they.^^  Alio  rf jpicii^  ipf  my  bef^rt/'  (Paal^ 
<»i9v  »7v7**  103t  lU^  Yov:€an9|ythisof^iQod> 
W&iU,fvery:part  of  it :  w.hen:.hi|  Qomjgsanda,.  aa  WisH 
Aa^when.be  promises;  wheo-be  ta)(^,cas  well  as 
jubesh^'gi^^s.  When  you  ae?  a  rod  iaiGod*.3  bf^d, 
90d;see  it  p^intied  at  the  deareat  eom^Mli  you  have» 
yelW  ..wh^a  God>  hwd  ia.  Ufted.  n^  yo^sw,  8ay> 
'vF^ther*  mt  ap  \  wiW,  :bttt  .la-  tk^'  m^::  Yqu 
pam  i{fit.>a|!dy  MilMQk^  JiMI  HyWiSP  U)  it,  ap4  ^ 

God'i  wii4i«kKiQDe.«fi„f<IEth^t9«ea-  98  it  is  dpae  ia 
it«Hrent..wi|ih<iWt  «Rj(f  oppgeltiaA  fisoro  3fpi».-.-.-.No* 
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be  joyous  in  itself:  it  tmiy  toiart ;  it  muy  dnw  tenif^ 
and  sigli9,  and  sobs,  from  nature:  but  grace  re* 
joices  in  the  midst  of  atl ;  and  persons  truly  Inns- 
formed  take  a  thousand  times  mort  pleasure  in 
the  m^st  difficult  and  self-denying  instances  of  obe- 
itienceto  God's  will,  than  in  the  most  absojute  in* 
diligence  of  their  own.  Do  you  (enow  any  thing  ci 
this  ?  Can  you  produce  no  instances  of  this  from 
your  own  experience  ? — What ! — transformed,  an<l 
BOt  resigned  ? — resigned,  and  not  take  pleasure  in 
making  your  wilts  stoop  to  the  will  of  God  ?  How 
ean  these  things  be  ? — ^Reconcile  them  if  you  can; 
I  will  not  attempt  it,  but  go  on  to  observe, 
-  3.  That  the  will  of  God  is  perfect. 

It  must  be  so,  because  it  is  the  will  of  God.  It 
is  peifect  in  itself;  complete  in  all  its  parts :  nothing 
needs  to  be  added  to  fill  up  its  deficiencies.  And 
it  is  perfect  with  respect  to  us :  perfect  as  a  rule, 
both  as  to  faith  and  practice  ;  as  to  holiness  towarda 
God,  and  righteousness  towards  men.  .  And  it  is 
fierfect  also  as  a  means,  and  powerful  and  effici^ 
cious  in  its  operations,  for  conversion,  sanctification, 
consolation,  and  edification,  even  unto  glory.  One 
proof  may  suffice:  '•  All  Scripture  is  given  by  in- 
spiration from  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrioe, 
for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  rigb^* 
teousness ;  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect, 
thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works."  (3  Tim; 
lii.  16.) — Thus  perfect  is  the  word  and  will  of  God: 
but  before  conversion  did  you  think  it  so  ?  Indeed^ 
how  should  you,  when  you  had  not  felt  its  efficacy  ? 
You  had  never  found  any  more  life  and  spirit  in  a 
text  of  Scripture,  than  in  a  passage  from  any  cern* 
laon  book ;  and  what  little  joy  you  bad,  wfH  di|^n 


5$Ckh.  $7.]    OnCenpnitit^itrtheWoM.  ISSS 

fi*dm  quite  Another  source ;  atod,  sb  far  ffom  l6ink^ 
ing  the  Scriptures  complete,  you '  Wefc  ready  to  proi- 
BotiDtetiieii]  materially 'defective;  yoa  Would  have 
hzd  som^  s^ch  text^  as  these  in  your  Bible^-^vii. 
•  Thus,  saith  the  Lord,  Whosoever  he  be  of  you  that 
vrould'be  my  disciple,  if  there  be  any  particular  «i* 
that  he  is  more  than  ordinarily  fond  of,  and  oaiii* 
bot  consent  to  part  with,  1  allow  him  to  indulge  it 
with  moderation,  and  it  shall  not  be  imputed  tt 
btm  ;*^cff^  *  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  If  any  one  of  my 
eommandraents  be  disagreeable  to  flesh  and  bldod^ 
and  you  cannot  bring  yourselves  to  like  it,  I  allo# 
you  to  pass  it  by,  and  only  charge  you  to  be  more 
diligent  in  your  observance  of  the  rest/  Did  not 
you  wish  there  tvere  some  such  texts  as  these;  and 
did  not  you  dislike  your  Bibles,  because  youcouM 
not  find  them  ? — But  now  that  you  are  ^^  trana^ 
formed,  by  the  renewing  of  your  minds/'  your  ve- 
neration for  the  scriptures  rises  high.  Now,  the 
more  yoti  are  acquainted  with  them,  the  belter  yen 
Kke  them.  Now  you  esteem  Qod's  precepts,  conH 
cerning  all  things,  td  be  right.  You  would  not  have 
any  thing  added  to  bis  word,  or  taken  from  it,  for  the 
world.  You  have  felt  its  power  in  subduing  your 
stubborn  wills,  softening  your  flinty  hearts,  andspi* 
ritualizing  your  carnal  and  corrupt  affections;  and 
you  believe  that  the  word  which  could  do  this,  can 
do  any  thing.  Now  you  can  take  the  Bible  in  jour 
hand,  and  bid  defiance  to  dangers,  death,  and  de- 
vils. None  of  these  things  move  you.  In  the  Bible 
you  have  an  antidote  against  the  most  overwhelm* 
ing  calamities,  a  cordial  in  the  deepest  distress,  end 
an  infallible  directory  in  the  greatest  perplexities. 
In  the  Kble  you  are  taught  bow  to  live,  and  bow 
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to  dfe,  and  have  the  animating  discovery  of  eternal 
life  and' blessedness, 

'  Let  us  hear  the  fi^q^si^nrdftfrej^hole  matter.-^ 
The  will  of  God  is  '*  good/'  "  acceptable/'  and 
**  perfect;'*  and  the  great  end  of  your  being  trans- 
jbrmed  was  to  qualify  you  to  '^  prove"  it~tbat  is, 
to  exaihine;  to  understand,  to  approve,  and  to  obey 
it.  If  therefore,  you  would  give  good  evidence 
that  you  are  not  conformed  to  this  world ;  that  you 
do  not  love  and  live  as  thev  do  ;  but  are  tranaforiD- 
ed  by  the  renewing  of  your  minds,  and  art  from 
higher  and  nobler  principles ;— if  you  would  make  it 
appear  that  you  ace  indeed  born  again, .  bono-  from 
above ;  aud  that  you  are  actually  passed  frotQ  daik- 
ness  to  Jigbt,  trom  death  to  life,  and  iroiQ  .the  ^Wfir 
of  Ss^tan  uqto  God^  it  is  not  a  few  jgood  wAr^9»: J!9f 
a  few  good  works  e^her,  that  will  prov^  il^'  yv 
.m«st  hate  ^very  felse  way ; ,  you  must  l^e^tfy^t^  ja 
every  good  word  and  work :  you  must  jbp  /rt#aa>, 
immoveable^  always  abounding  in  Jhe  \p:ork,pf^fli^ 
Lord:  io  short,  you  must  be  perfect^  i|n^^.8f^9ji 
complete  in  the  whole  will  of  God.  .     '    -i 
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'-    I  BeGt7N  the  year  with  calling  upon  you,  in  the' 
flame  of  your  heavenly  Father,   to'  give  Wna  your^ 
•hearls  ;-^«^fo0clly  hoping  that  I  did  not  call  in   vain  ; 
^tdat-in  consequence  of  it  many.^ere  prevailed  npon 
'to    '^  yield  themselves  to   God,    as  those  that  are 
OEilive  from  thie  dead."  You  were  next  exhorted,  that 
ye  should  not  bfe  conformed  to  this  world,   but  be 
**' trarisformed,  by  the  renewing  of  your  tnihds; 
^tftatyfe  might  prove  what  is  that  good,  and  accept- 
•   able,  and  perfect'  tfrtil  bf  God/*      Exhortations,  ad- 
monitions and  counsels,   of   various  kinds  and  of 
high  importance,  offered  themselves;    and  many  of 
them  so  pertinent,  so  necessary,  so  particularly  ur- 
gent, that  it  was  not  easy  to  determine  which  de- 
served the  prefewpM^  -  bttt^ifM» -resolved  to  med*-^ 
die  with  none  of  them,  before  1   had  introduced.... 
must   I   say,  a  stranger?,.. to   your  acquaintance ; 
-*one  whom  it  infinitely  concerns  you    to  know 
and  to  be  intimate  with ;«— one   who  has   been  al- 
ways at  your  side,  and  yet,   through   an  unhappy 
prejudice,  whom  you  have  hitherto  affected  not  to 


see <M?  speal:  to ; -^ OBe  who  has  it  in  bis  power  to 
be  tbe  best  friend,  or  the  bitterest  enemjv  accord-* 
log  as  you  use  him ;  one  whose  good  wond  will 
do  you  more  good  upon  your  death-bed,  than  the 
applauses  of  all  the  world  ;  and  whose  reproaches 
will  differ  little  from  the  worm  that  neyer  dieth. 
All  the  world  are  fond  of  new  acquaintance ;  and 
moat  are  proud  of  a  Connection  with  the  greaij 
though  thereby  they  expose  themselves  to  frequent 
disappointments  and  no  small  mortifications;  for 
such  are  generally  difficult  of  access,  and  must  be 
waited  upon  and  flattered,  and  borne  with  in  all 
their  humours :  and,  after  all,  are  easily  affronted; 
and  when  affronted,  are  often  implacable :  ^  They 
Are  not  at  home — or  they  are  engaged — or  they  are 
indisposed — or  they  "^^  ■  *  In  short,  a  thousand 
things  may  prevent  our  intercourse  with  them. 
Such  are  the  inconveniences  of  aspiring  after  greai 
acquaintance.  But  the  acquaintance  which  1  now 
recommend,  the  stranger  that  is  presently  to  be  in-> 
troduced,  is  always  to  be  spoken  with,  and  ever 
r^ady  to  give  the  best  proofs  of  undissembled  firiend- 
ship*  I  dare  say  you  guess  who  this  stranger  is:  if 
you  do  not,  our  text  will  tell  you  his  name — 
^  Commune  with  your  own  Heart.^* 

It  would  be  of  little  consequence  to  detain  you 
with  a  critical  inquiry  into  the  particular  occasion 
of  this  Psalm.  It  was  composed  by  David  when  he 
was  under  some  great  trouble  ;  though  what  it  was, 
it  is  not  easy  precisely  to  determine.  Nor  need 
we,  indeed,  be  solicitous  about  it:  it  is  enough  to 
observe,  that  David  thought  the  best  refuge  in  a 
time  of  distress  was  prayer.  "  Hear  me  When  I 
call,  O  God  of  my  righteousness :    thou  tiast  en* 
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larged  me  whea  I  was  io  distress ;  have  nx^tcy  upon 
me,  and  bear  my  prayer."  (ver.  1,)  The  couMel 
of  our  text,  td  whomsoever  it  was  immediately 
spoken,  equally  concerns  ua  ail;  and  therefore  I 
shall  proceed  to  explain  and  enforce  it,  under  th» 
following  general  beads: — 

L  What  it  is  to  commune  with  oiir  own  hearts. 

IL  What  we  should  commune  with  our  hearttf 
about. 

III.  When  we  should  ccnnmune  with  our  owd 
hearts. 

IV.  Why  should  we  commune  with  our  own 
hearts. 

y.  How  should  we  commune  ivith  our  own 
hearts. 

Let  us  inquire, 

I.  What  it  is  to  commune  with  our  own  hearts. 

Remember  it  is  your  awn  heart  th^t  you  have 
tiow  to  do  with.  There  is  moch- discoursing  with 
other  men,  and  much  discoursing  of  other  men's 
hearts — a  great  deal  too  much  sometimes-*-prying 
into  tbem,  judging  them,  censuring  them.  But  tbd 
commu^nication  here  recommended  is  to  be  with' 
yolLV  own  heart,  and  not  with  another  $.  Commu- 
nication supposes- two  persons  at  least;  but  here, 
a  man's  otwn  heart  must  supply  the  place  of  both. 
It  is  what  we  call  soliloquy.  Here  is  the  souFs  in- 
quiry mto  itself,  and  </ itself.  There  is  something 
proposed,  by  wny  of  question,  from  the  soul  to  it- 
self; as  rt  is  expressed  in  Psal.  Ixxyii.  6:  I  call  to 
refnembrance  my  song  io  the  night :  I  commude 
with  my  own  heart,  and  my  spirit  made  diK- 
gent  ^Qsreb."  And  then  there  is  the  soul's  aw-' 
9tHr  ^itnelf-Hfor  in  communicatioir*  thene  must  b^ 
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§om^  reply  Uf  wlMit  is  iaN|uir6d  afterr  lAte  nliMrt 
must  answer,  or  else  it  were  to  little  purpose ^ito  be 
alked  to.  An  example- of  this  we  bafie  in  (he  9lh 
ami  20th  verses  of  the  Psalm  kst  quoti^d :  *^  iiath 
God  forgotten  to  be  gracious?  hath  he  io  asger^ 
shut  up  his  tender  mercies  r  And  I  said.  This,  is 
my  infirmity:  but  I  ml\  rtmemh^  the  yearn  of 
the  right  band  of  the  Most  High/' 

Now  this  self-communicatioD  may  be  oOMidtred 
either  as  direct,  or  by  way  of  Mflectioo*  >     * 

1%  Direct: 
:  When  the  Understanding   and  Will  debate  oA 
the  subject  of  good  or  evil,  with    a   vfew*   ^rat 
to  ascertain,    and    then   to  embrace  or*  rgect  it. 
As  thus :   *  O  my  soul,  here  is  such  a  path  belbne 
me :  it  seems  the  path  of  duty :  but  am  I  sure  it  is 
so  ?  have  [  taken  pr(^>er  eare  tQ  inform  myself  wU^ 
tber  it  leads?  What  sayeat  thou, O  my  soul :  ahall  i 
enter  upon .  it  or  not }  I  foresee  much  difficulty^  SEvd 
some. danger  if  I  do:  but  if  I  were  sure  it  wa&  the 
right  way,  none  of  these  things  would  move  me.' 
Or  thus :  f  O  my  soul,  here  is  aomething  very  oft^ 
clous  in  its  attendance,  and  calls  itself  Pleatfuw; 
but  I  am  ready  to  suspect  it  is  not  altogether  what 
it  pretends  to  be«     Hadst  thou  not  better  be  upion  thy 
guard  against  it,  and  not  allow  it  to  be  so  rery  ittti^- 
mate  ?    or,  rather,  would  it  not  be  best  abscdutely 
and  immediately  to  discard  it^  and  forbid  it  to  ciHiit 
near  thee  any  more  ?   Mayest  thdu  not  ran  tike  ha* 
zard  of  losing  reml  pleasures ;   pleasures   infinitely 
more  refined  and  durable  than  this  impertioenr  cad 
so  much  as  pretend  to  offer  thee  ?  Take  care  them* 
fore,  O  my  soul,  how  thou  art  imposed  ufNitt  by  its 
artful  insinuations/    This  may  be  calM  4Mcf  sel^ 


ttttcfer  A*  4bidg  1^'  ifcMi  I9eei!i  Mo6e  ^^'  ^nd  Yt^ti ' fello^ 
the  accusing  or  excU^iAg/ wMcliflrti^^-i^bstli'Ujfea^^ 
M'M^vRimi.  ii.  15;^  Asthus':"*-Otaiy' ^otil;  Vrzs^my 
conduct  rigbtaf'dMl  a  thiife,  '^ndln'sil^tfKt^dsuch 
Company  ?   when  the  rest  were  profane  Wd  intem- 
psra^^lebglt^  idt  to  htlv^'r^timveiJ  them,  or'^ieft 
llhata>//eAt  ttothef  titeie;  tt^faen  'i)»usiine8s  'c4'me  ^6 
tkflcbiigMn  meat  cb* encroach  lipon^ffae' titi^&l  iis^d 
WA^tb  if  &milydif^y,'  or  secret  difty;   was  not  I 
to  Uaflie'i*  mifftviiig  aoy  thing  16  hiiid^t^tf^dfi^oYn 
aM^Rdtoe^'on  i3ffid9  M^ht  I^6f  rbHV^  gditiKd  that, 
MyW^uyei,  ivhflofa^WxMiM  tf«V<^ 'a6uA(l4ni)^''iftade'Up^ 
vfchatJ/ilKt^bt  hath^^i^t'iAy'otheV '#b3^^'Cb^^^  hbt^ 
lo'tia^mderediny^/busiTksli'ttettd^?!  ^ig|i%  hot  h 
hay^gooe-fib6i«qt^sQaHMil;  or  Mb^ ]»ft  «onl« 'of '•  It 
tUlv^neifaer.tiiAerion  at  ieuA^.h^^  ^toiVb^ed  a  fetf3 
miAti^tw  tf>oii-jnyriiieaI^.w  jde^,  ratt^r^thaA  ll#M' 

oti0r^MjUi9;*ittyrsHb»tiarpoitinU;A^  Gtfd?'^ 

Tbiipr  is«aelf-cenMbatiifca(iiobii)y«rii|iidf  r^flf!^ 

vif^migbt^Jiimr  ateordkrviddkl  it'inta^  DrdiADry''  afiKif 
E^tf99r4fi»jir|r. '  rOriAfnarj/^^iMbiell  v^b^dM'^M  i «' 
soMJfs  jW  Q»lanl  ;fraRie4^te  /tdik  OMI^  ^eV^  <^bc W» 
re^^  Wirth  ^4iin8elf.  ^  fyiith*^  Ohris|fefet'»  d^efy^ 
d^^  MTurk.cf^jifrthing't)!  isbiisbi]ileicb^«tiMrId^b^  ^n^- 
dei^llmno^tbolui  ii.  ^  .iB»k^milH^;^*^pon  '§s:l^^ 
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as  ^hiSjWilL probably ^,fe^^  pur,  way,  ^jgajft^^  ^.k«^. 
we  <!ome  to  inquire  into  tlje  properest  flj^sons  f9r . 
this  dutjr^  we  way  disjnis^  it  for  the  present,  a^d^o^ 
on  tQ  t)ie.  uext  general^  ,      \ 

\\.  JVh(^t%\^o}n^  vi^p  cpipmun^  w)th  our  q^^n  h^?rjt% 
about  ?       .         ,    .         »   ,  4  . 

Abopt  .all, that  cpDC^rQs  our  souls  and  salvatioo.; 
about  God's  di^aling^.  with  U8«  and  our  coqapliancQ, 
with  the  \rill  of  Qod ;.  about  our  sins  aqd  our  grapes^j, 
ojur  waists  ^nd  ^ajoyments..  Everv  thing  th^t  has. 
regard  tp  ^,ppr  .spiritual  state  comps .  uodcff.  tbj?, 
dj^ty  of .  hej^rt-coKpniuaicatAOQ*  We  nufst  coa^ujie, 
with  pf^T  bea^rts  about.. so^elLhU]^,;  aA^  unjbeas  9. 
fitt  ,?,ubiec|  be.  pitched  .upopi  it  will  be*  to  Uttli^, 
purppsft.  There  ?re  oiany,  w^p,.  if  they  wer§.  rp, 
t;j|jf^  to  ^o<A^r .  p^rsp^)  hav^  words  at  will;.  bu|, 
wJi^Q  i;bey  ^ttempt  tp  speak  (o  their  ofon  beart^^ 
their : to^g^^  cleave  to . tjiq  roof  of  their  iiiqu (b^  audi 
tbey..caffliat  tbinjc  pf  a,  word  to.^ay. — :As  1  hinted/ 
just  now,  it  were  endless  to  enumerate  all  the  syb^^ 
j^pts  tb?Lt  are  prpper  to  be  como^uni^d  upc^iWi^h 
oprpWQ  hearts^  , I  need. preach  upon  nootb^rieit 
aslong  as  I  live  ;  for  every  religipus  subiepjt.  shpuld 
bj^, talked  oyer  betweefu  a  xs^an  a^d  bi^  •  9^^.  ^^^; 
Bi^t,  ^  a.  h^p  and  dinec^iqn  to,  tl^ose,  w^bo^re  uor^ 
acquaiiQted  with  .tbis^wprk,  JL  will  .{D^pqtio^   a,  fef^ 

subjwts^  by  way  of  speciwWv     . ,     v,  .  >  ...    ,. 
;  u  We  should  cpmpune  with  our  own  iiearts  about 

oiir.5^^e^   ;.  .   ,      ,  ,, . . ,.- ..  ■:>  ....,; ,  ...    .  , .,     .l 
4.Rd  Jbjs  <J  i  vidqs  i  teelf  ipto,  tbwe  ^pi»i[ti9,uj8rs>— 

o^^  i'prmfr.Stat^  fjur  J*re,se/Bi  SU^e,  iM»4.?F.;i?.M7 
tj^-e.^t^tci,  .....  .  ^^_  ,  .,,^  :/•:.•■•  .--:  ^-..i  ..  .;  •. . 
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itf  aBountfs  with  remarlcable  transactioiis  and'revo^' 
liitlons.     If  a  kingdohi  be  now  Jlourishing  ancj/or-' 
midabiey   it  is  eotertaihing   to  trace  it  baci^  to  its 
original.      We  read  with  admiration  the  difficulties' 
itbad  t6  ^tfiiggk  with,  aQd  how  near  it  was  being 
crushed  in  its  infancy,  and  by  what  a  strange  con- 
currence of  circumstances  it  rose  almo^  from  nor 
thing  to  its  present  opulence  and  power.     If  a  state 
be  reduced^  arid  in  a  manner  extinct^  we  delight  to 
read  the'  history  of  its  pristine  grandeur,  and  are 
astonished  at  the  accounts  we  have  6f  the  respect- 
able'figure  it  6nce  made  in  the  world.      Now  jrbere 
id  no  "history  so  intportant  and  interesting,  no  me-' 
morrs  so  full  of  great  events  and  surprising  revolu- 
tions, as  the  first  two  or  three  chapters  of  Genesis, 
which  give  us  an  account  of  our  own  origin,  our 
pHmitive  dignity,  and  our  unhappy  falh     Let  this,' 
then,  be  the  first  subject  of    your   conversation,* 
which  you  may  begin  in   some  such  manner  as' 
this:—     •  ■   •  '      /      ■ 

•  *  O  Wy  soul,  1  have  been  'reading  the  account 
which  ttie  Scripture  gives  of  a  state  of  innocence 
and  happiness,  in  which  the  first  parents 'of  bur  race 
were  created,  and  in  Which,  if  they  had  preserved 
tlieir  integrity,  /  might  have  be6n  created'  too." 
Wliat  a  happy  strfte  was  that  t— to  be  holy  and  up- 
right, like  God  ;  the  undeYstandihg,wni,' affections, 
all  in  strict  confomiity  to  the  divine  nature! 
And^  then,  to  have  free  access  to  God  at  all  times, 
an(f intimate  communion  with  htm!  Happy  parr! 
I'WUs  'i)eginniftg  to  think,  :whdt  would  I  give  for 
Bu«h  a  privilege ;  but  before  I  could  give  full  scope' 
to  my  thpagbts  6n  tbi^  delightful  subjed:,  the  scene 
cb'an^()^;-*^^*o^anl^ifigm  honour  abode  ti6t,  but 
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bec^oi^  likB  the  beasts  that  perish.''  He  kne^w  that  his 
continuance  in  that  blessed  situation  depended  on liia 
abstaining  from  the  fruit  of  one  particular  tree  (the 
only  thing  in.  the  whole  creation    that  was   denied 
him  ;)  and  yet,  ungrateful  and  daring  as  he  was,  he 
took  this  fruit  and  ate  it.     The  immedishte   conse- 
qoence  was  (what  might  naturally  be  expected,)  the 
Lord  was  angry  :    ^'  so  he  drove  out  the  tnan;"  for- 
bad him  his  presence,  and  sent  him  away  with  a 
curse.     The  effect  of  this  curse  upon  the  ground 
was  only  an  emblem  of  the  more  dismal  effects  of 
sin  upon    the  &oul.        Briars  and  thorns,  and  every 
noxious  Weed,    became  the  natural  produce  of  the 
earth  ;   and  out  of  the  heart  proceeded  evil  thoughts, 
murders,    adulteries,    fornications,  thefts,    blasphe- 
mies,   and  all  manner  of   uncleanness^— -It   would 
have  affected  me  to  read  such  a  history  of  perfect 
strangers;  but  they  were  my  own  progenitors,  and 
T  stood  and  fell  with  them  ;  as  the  Apostle  tells  me : 
"  Wherefore,   as  bv  one  man    sin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  sin ;    and  so  death  passed  upon 
all  men,   for  that  all  have  sinned''    (Rom.  y.  IS;) 
nnd,  "  Therefore,  as  by  the  offence  of  one,  jiidg* 
ment     came     upon    all    men    to    condemnation^ 
fver.  18;) — and,    "For  as  by  one  man's  disobedi- 
ence  many  were  made  sinners"-  ( ver.  19.)      Indeed, 
Itieed  not  Scripture  to  prove  it ;    I  have  too  many 
proofs  of  it  in  myself:    such  a  hard  heart,   such  a 
stubborn  hearty  such  a  carnal  heart,  such  a  iiltby 
heart,   could  neVer  be  the  immediate  production  of 
a  pure  and  perfect  Being ;  this  could  never  be  mak- 
ing ^*  man  in  his  own  image,  after  his  own  likeness.^ 
.-•O  my  soul,  I  blush,   I   weep,  to  remember  ftoixii 
whence  I  am  fallen !    Mankind,  and  myself  among 
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them,  that  were  once  holy  and  happy,  now 'fallen 
— fallen  into  sin,  into  misery,  atid  (if  sovereign 
Grace  do  not  prevent  it)  into  hell!  Why  did  not  I 
think  of  all  this  before  ?  vrhy  ain  I  not  more  af- 
fected with  the  thoughts  of  it  now?  If  I  had  once 
been  a  king,  with  a  large  empire  under  my  do- 
minion, and  a  splendid  court  about  me  ;  and  had 
afterwards,  by  a  sudden  turn  of  Providence,  been 
reduced  to  beg  from  door  to  door ;  surely  I  should 
'  never  have  forgotten  that :  every  time  I  mentioned 
the  dismal  story,  tears  would  have  run  down  my 
eyes,  and  sighs  have  burst  from  my  heart : — and 
IS  the  loss  of  Paradise  nothing  ?  What  sayest  thou^ 
O  my  soul,  is  not  that  affecting }  Surely  I  will 
study  this  humbling  history  more  than  ever/ 

Secondly.  Our  Present  State — what  we  are. 

God  did  hot  leave  all  mankind  to  perish  in  that 
deplorable  state  of  sin  and  misery,  into  which  we 
have  just  now  seen  them  plunged.  He  saw  the 
world  lying  in  wickedness,  and  his  eye  affected  his 
heart ;  so  he  sent  his  only  and  well-beloved  Son  .  to 
seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost ;  and  declared, 
that  '*  whosoever  believeth  in  him  shall  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life/*  Tn  consequence  of  this 
gracious  dispensation,  some  here  and  there  are 
plucked  as  brands  out  of  the  burnings  and  isire  turn- 
ed from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  unto  God. — Here,  then,  is  another  subject  for 
conversation  with  ourselves,  whether  we  are  in  the 
same  miserable  state  into  which  we  fell,  or  whether 
we  are  rescued  from  it.  Our  first  salutation  to  one 
another,  when  we  meet,  is^  *  How  d'ye  do  ?*— Let 
this  be  every  man's  first  address  to  himself;  *  Heart, 
how  dost  then  ?   And  this,  not,  as  the  other,  merely- 
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out  bf  complitnenc,  br  ds  words  of  f^daiise^  but  fiidiit 
H  sincere  and  affectionate  coAcern  for  its  wdH  be^ 
lng.~.<  O  my  souf,  I  have  been  hearing  \iew%  th^ 
itaost  importan't  that  ever  1   heard :    1  have  be^n 
told,  upoii  undoubted  authority,  that  the  *  dteiiial* 
Son  of  God  came  down  to  our  world ;  and  that  het 
has  been  lately  more  than  once  or  twice  in  thitf 
very  place,  offering,  and  actually  distributing,   «!-' 
vation.   '  There  is  Such-an-one,  and  Sucb-afi'^one ; 
he  asked  them  for  their  hearts,  and  they  gave  tbMi 
lb  him  without  hesitation  or  reserve  ;   and;  in  the 
room  of  their  old  polfuted  hearts,  he  gave  Chete  fl 
new  heart,  and  put  a  new  spirit  within   themf;   add 
f^ee  how  they  are  walking  before  him  in  newnessr  of 
life !    O  my  soul,  thou   needest  salvationafii  mueb 
as  any  oftheoi :«  hast  thou  got  it?    didst  rhdu  ask 
for  it  ?—- Whrat !  am  I  the  same  slave  to  fein',   \ke 
^me'rebet  against  God,    the  same  guilty,    4)eAt 
cteserving  wretch,    that  ever!  was?    Why  'wast 
petsuadied  that  all  wsis  well ;   that  I  need  BOtihurrf 
myself;    that  there  were  thousands  worse  than  f; 
who  go  on'qiitetly  tod  cheerfully,  and  tbiit  I  ttilght 
^  so' too?    Alas!    alas!   have  I  any  gi^o^tfdfd^ 
eheei^fulness  ^--^I  heard  tately^^andt  am  eon>iiMed 
it  was  true^-^that  I  must  be  transforilied',  b(f  thii 
renewing  of  my  mind^    or  I   could  ne^er'^et'  to 
iieaVen:    ea6st  th6u  tell  me  when,  and  ^bere,  "And 
Ww;  any  such  change  ever  passed  On  m6?^  Am- 1 
not  still  walkitig  on  in   the  Urays  of  sin,  ^Mltiiig 
the'  desires  of  the  fleSh  and  of  the  nilnd  ?<^i  Miaifu 
not  be  eheerfrfl,  I  wiir  no«  be  feasy,  'till  I  -kndiftr 
what  Fmustdo  tobesaved/   '"'  '       '  ' 

111  others,  perhaps  the  conversatioo' may  takei 
diflferent  tofnr:-^*  O  my  souH  I  bivef-fcr  ^$oi»c!'tftn^ 
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ealled- myself  a  Cbristiany  aad  hopi^  J -bavje^viot^^ 
suAied.  a  character  that  doth  ncit ^ belong. tp^  me; 
bjUt  >my.heart  is  so  deceitful  ^nd  desperat^y  vf ickj^ 
^  emi  God*s  diapensatioos  are  sometim^e^  90  dadf 
4lid^  disccmraging,  that  I  am  often  tempted  tp 
^ubt  thie  ceality  of  my  conversion.  To  be  mure,  a 
^e  ia  best  known  by  its  fruits:  if  I  am  indeed  en** 
grafted  into  Christ,  I  shall  have  my  fruit  ui^to  hp^ 
linesa ;  the  works  of  the  flesh  must  be  no  longer 
QMoifest,  and  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  must  be.'iii 
me,  and  abound.  Instead  of  being  carnal,  sensual, 
fiold  Uioder  sin,  serving  divert  lusts  and  pleasures^ 
as  once  I  was  and  did,  now  I  must  be  spiritual  and 
tieaveoly  in  my  affections  and  pursuits.  In  shorty 
0ld  things  must  have  passed  away,  and  all  things 
become  new.i—^They  must — but,  O  my  soy  I,  ar^  they 
so?  In  many  instances,  I  can  hope,  I  am  renewed:; 
ft>r  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see ;  what  thija^ 
#ei:egainto  me,  joqw  I  count  as  Joss,  for  Christy 
^nte  r  was  a  willing  serv^int  of  sin,  but^now,  ^ 
h|id  a  tfaausaad  times  rather  serve  and  please  Go4. 
T^l  me^  O  my  soul-^I  wouldjpot  be  deceived  fqr 
^he  world — tell  me,  all  tbou  knovfest,  and  whff 
fhott thinkest<  Dost  thou  raaMy  think  thereiagrouji^ 
to  hape  that  I  am  indeed  a  Christiian  ?-*tt>— (^Ipr);, 
glory,  glory,  to  the.  free  and  all-subduing  ^f^e  ^ 
fjod  !  .  It  is  *^  by  the  gira<;e.  Qf .  God.  I  am'  w^bM  I 
9m/>  I 'Was  dead  in  tresp^ses  ap^sips,^  ap^  ^  <^1^ 
of  ffiiatii,  even  as  others  ;  but,^^CU)d,  wJboJs /i:\c^ 
i9.-mqrcy,  for  his  great  lovi^:  ly herewith  he  love^ 
m^  -h{fth  quickened  me  tpgetl^r  with  Cbri;9t''-r- 
V  not  for  works  of  righteousness. ^bi<^. I  ^^4  ^!^ 
\l\iti £^;cQr4ii\g .to .  bis  mercy  he  sav^  ine» . by. /the 
W«»^i.Wi  9^  1  w^g^P^f ajip?»i  and-m^wipg  of .  th^.  Holy 
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Qbost^  l^bivh  he  shied  ^n  oib  abimdaiitly^  ithmugb- 
Jo^i^Cbrist  toy  Sariour.  :      ^     • 

.Thirdly.  We  should  coftverse  about  our  Eutut^ 
Staler— what  we  ar^ iiAdiy  to  6e.  .      • 

Let  our  present  coudition  be  what  it  will,  .good 
or  bad»  things  will  not  continue  always  as. they 
are : '  when  a  few  years  are  come,  .we  .shall  go  to  Ihe 
way  whence  we  shall  not  return.  We  -.  dignify  this 
world  with  flattering  and  poai{>ous  title$ ; .  bul:  it  i& 
all  vanity,  and  nothing,  in  comparison  of  those  in-* 
finitely  awful  scenes  that  will  soon  open  upon  m^^ 
We  are,  in  general,  so  busy,  or  so  easy,  that 
we  are  not  so  apprehensive  as  we  should,  be  of 
what  is  coming.  Let  this,  then,  be  tbe  subject  ol 
our  next  conversation.-— 

^  O  my  soul,,  how  canst  thou  be  easy  in<  such  a 
precarious  and  hazardous  situation  !  Why  is  ao* 
thing  talked  of  or  minded,  from  day  to  day,  btit 
the  world,  the  world  ?  Dost  thou  coosider^  that; 
there  is  a  time  coming,  when  the  world,  andaU 
things  in  it^  shall  be  burnt  up?  '^  It  is  appointed 
to  all  n^n,"  and  therefore  it  is  appointed  to  thee« 
"  onqe  to  die;*'  and  that  once  may  be  to^morrow»^ 
for  what  thou  knowest.  Death  is  a  mone  serioua- 
thing  than  thou  art  aware  of.  It  is  the  dipsolutiont 
of  the  union  between  soul  and  body  ;.  wtieo  -  ^'  \\m 
dust  shall  return  to  the  earth  as  it  w^s,  and  rti^e 
spirit  shall  return  to  God  who  gave  it/'  Death  isi 
the  period  ^nd  upshol;  of  all  thy  emplpyiqents* 
and  enjoyments  in*  this  world,,  w^en  thou  mn^; 
take  leave. of  thps^e  dear  delights  thou  dost.. so  foc^ 
ly  call  thy  own.  In  that  vi^ry  day^  ^^  thy*  thiough^s 
perish"f— that  is,  all  thy  contrivances  for  profit  l>^ 
pleasure,    tbpy  wiU  all  die  with,  t^ei^  ;i  ftmiy  ibiiay^ 
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aiid.ibiiBtliiig'''a8  thou  ait  now,  thoa  WUt,- 4ik^  aU 
that  have  gone  before  thee,  be  btNted  and  fbrgblimiC 
And  if  this  were  all,  .  .we  neM  'not  mind  death 
much,  for  what  is  there  in  the  world  worth  living" 
for  i  JB4it  ihis  is  not  all :  death  opens  the  door  into 
eternity  l-^so.  that,  w-hen  thou  leavest  this  world, 
thou  dost  immediately  ei^ter  into  another ;  and  by  - 
the  time  that  thy  friends  have  pronounced  thee 
dead,  God  Almighty  will  have  pronounced  thee—' 

blessed — or  miserable  —  for   ever! O   my  soul 

how  couldst  thou  f6i^et  these  things,  or  think  so 
lightly  of  them  as  thou  hast  done  ?  Art  thou  wil-' 
I'mg  to  die  ?  Thou  mayest  say  so,  perhaps,  in  a  fir 
of  sullenness  and  discontent^  when  thou  art  out 
of  humour  with  the  world,  because  things  do  not 
fail  out  just  as  thou  wouldst  have  them;  but  airt 
thou^l  to  die  ?  No  one  is  fit  to  die  till  he  is  fit  for 
heaven  ;  for  *'  there  is  no  more  work,  nor  device, 
nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom,  in  the  grave,  whither 
thou  goest."  And  is  the  great  work  done,  O  my 
soul  ? — The  word  of  God  assures  me,  that  "  ex- 
cepta  mtin  be  born  again,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God."  Am  I  born  again  ?  Am  I  **  dead' 
indeed  unto  sin,  but  alive  unto  God,  thr6ugh  Jesus 
Christ  my  Lord  ?'*  Am  I  in  any  thing  different 
from  what  I  used  to  be  ? — And  if  death  should  come 
before  this  matter  is  cleared  u^,  how  dreadful  would 
be  toy  condition  ! — O  my  s6ul !  dd  not  put  'the 
evil  day  far  from  thee:  if  I  am  so  loth  to  think  of^ 
deaths  how  shall  I  encounter  him !  Should  I  ndt  rather 
be 'dying  daily,  and  keep  rtiyself  in  constant  readi- 
ness? Then,  let  the  time  appointed  fdr 'my  change 
ctime  whfen  it  will,  I  shall  not  need  be  hurried — 
yea,  tlieu,  the  sooner  it  comes,  the  better.— —But 
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death)  awful,  aa  it  i9,  ia  only. an    intFPcfuctiogn  ;tpf 
aomethiog  more  awful  stilj:  'the   iitimedidt^  conse-^ 
quence  of  death  \fi  Judgment/    "  We  mupt  all,  apr 
p^ar  before  the  judgnji^nt-seat  of  Chrisrt/*      Every 
one,  small  and  greats  shall  stand  before ,  God,   and 
be  examined  as  to  the  deeds  done   in    the  body. 
The  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall   thea  be  made  mani- 
fest.    They  are  naked  and  open  to  the  eyes  of  God 
now ;  but  men  do  not  mind  that,  so  long  as  they  are 
concealed  from  the  eyes  of  the  world ; — but  then, 
what  has  been  /'  done  in  a  corner  shall  be  proclaimed, 
on  the  house-top  :"what  they  now  blush  at  the  thought, 
of  any  one's  knowing,  shall  be  published,  before  men, 
and  angels ; — and     *'  every   one  shall  receive,  ac-, 
cording  to  what  he  hath   done,  whether  it  be  good 
oV  wjiether   it  be  evil."— -O   my   soul,   are  these^ 
things  so  ?   How  dost  thou  think  to  stand  before  t^e^ 
Son  of  man  ?'  Stand  before  him  thou  must^  andgiv^. 
an  account  of  thyself  to  Gq4*  —  What  if  this  night.^ 
1  should  be  called  to  give  thijs  account ! — [many  have., 
b^ea summoned  with  as  little  warning) — aqi  I  rea-. 
dy  ?      is   the    Judge    my  friend?    I   will  not.give> 
sleep  to  my  eyes,   nor.  slumber  to  my   eyelids,,  till 
he  is  so.     O  mysouU  1  will  take  diligent  h^ed  unto 
my  ways,  and  will   not  allow  myself  in  ,apy   thing 
which  I  should  be  ashamed,   or  afraid,  that  all'  the 
world  should  know.     I  will  look  into  .matters  more 
than  I  have  done :    I  will  judge  m}self,^  that  ll.iapay 
not  be  finallv  condemned  of  the  Lord  !'      * 

And  when  you  are  got  so  far  as  this,  do  PQt  fftop 
here.  As  death  was  only  an  introduction  ^oj^udaTi 
ment,  so^  judgment  is  only  an  intro<^uction.  tb~, 
heaven  or  hell!  Dreadful  alternative!  *  Which  of. 
them,   O  mAT  soul^  is   likely. to  be   thj^   portion.) ^ 
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It  is  true,  I  flatter  imyself  with  hopes  of  heiaven  •  but 
what  evidence  have  I   of  any  interest  iny  of  any_ 

titfe  to',  of  ^  any   toeetness  for,  of  any  progress,  to- , 

'  '     • '  •'        •        '  ■  '  \     ^-^^        '    '  '' 

wariis,  that  blessed/ state r — U  my  foolish,  stupid, 

<ramal  heart,  dost   thou  consider   vehat  heaven  is? 
—why,  ?t   is   to  be   near,   and  to   be   like,  and  to, 
possess,  and  to  erljoyi   God!    If  it  were  only  to  be. 
freed  froiB  all  evil,   both   of  sin   and  suffering;    to 
rest  from  labour ;    to   have  no  more  sic|cness,  nor- 
jjain,  nor  sorrow  ;  this  were;  a  great. pri  vilege  ; — but 
this  is  the  smallest  part  of  heaven  :    in  heaven,  all  , 
the  impurities  and  imperfections,  both  of  soul  and 
body,  shall   be  done  away ;    and  there  shall  be  the 
sweetest   communion   with  God,   and  Christ,   and 
glorified   saints,   and   an    innumerable  company  of 
angels  ;  and  all  this  without  interruption  and  witb^. 
oiit  end  I     This  is   heaven— or,  rather,   heaven   is. 
this,  and  infinitely  more  and  better  than   we   can 
elxpress  or  conceive.— VThy,  O  my  soul,   is  heaven, 
no  mqre  in  my  thoughts  ?  why  is  it  no  more  in   my 
conversation  ?     why  am   I   not   pressing  into   the 
kingdom  of  God,    when   the  consequence  of   my 
coming  short  is  so  dreadful?     If  I  am   shut  o|it  of 
heaven,  I  must  be  shut  up  in  hell!  in  outer  dark «, 
nf^ss  ;    a  lake  that  burns  with  fire  and  brimstone : 
Where  the  smoke  of  their  torment  ascendeth  up  for. 
ever;  /where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  if  not. 
qbenched  ;  where  there  is  nothing  but  wailing,  and 
gnashing  of  teeth  ;    where  the  poor  booh  of  a  drop 
of   Water  to  cool    my   tongue  will  be  denied!--- 
M y  ftesh  trembles   while  1  think   of  this  place  of 
tprment  ;T*and  yet,  my  soul,  liet  me  not  forget  i|L; , 
thousands  have  *  probably  dropped   into  hell,,  wbil^ 
they  were  dre^oiing  of  heaven.     I  will  therefore  fly 
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to  Jesus,  who  alone  can  deliver  me  from  the  wpth 
to  come:  and  I  will  do  it  immediately:  I  would 
not  put  it  off  till  to-morrow  for  the  world :  my  soul 
may  be  required  to-night !  Lord,  save  me,  or  I 
perish!' 

In  some  such  manner  as  this  we  should  commune 
with  our  own  heart  about  our  state,  what  we  were, 
what  we  are,  and  what  we  are  likely  to  be. 

3.  We  should  commune  with  our  own  hearts  about 
Sin* 

This  God  calls  to,  in  Ezek.  xxxvi.  31  ;      "  Then 
shall  ye  remember  your  own  evil  ways^   and  your 
doings  which  were  not  good,   and   shall  loath  your- 
selves in  your  own  sight,   for  your  iniqjuities,  and 
for  your  abominations :"   and  in  Jerem.  viii.  6.  be 
shiarply  reproves  and  heavily  complains  of  the  neg^ 
lectof  it;  "  No  man  repented  him  of  his  wicked- 
ness, saying.  What  have  I  done  ?"     Surely  here  is 
matter   for  much  melancholy  talk  with  ourselves. 
*  O  my  soul,  how  could  I  be  so  blind  and  so  proud,  as 
to  think  I  had  whereof  to  bpa^t  before  God  I      I  see 
now,  that  all  the  while  I  was  a  most  impure  and  loatb' 
some  wretch.  Such  a  sinful  nature !  a  heart  so  full  of 
all  wickedness  !  And  as  the  fountain  was,  so  were  the 
streams ;  as  was  the  tree,  so  was  the  fruit :  nothing  but 
sin,  sin ;  till  my  transgressions  are  become  Qiore  than 
the  hairs  of  my  head,  or  the  sand  on  the  sea*sbore  I 
And  such  great  sins  too  !-.~sins  against  my  jCreajtofi 
my  Pre^erver^  my  Benefactor; — sjns  against  Christ, 
who  came   down  and  died  to  make  reconciliation 
for  iniquity,  and  make  an  end  of  sin  ;*-- sins  ^f^io^^ 
the  Holy  Ghost,   who   hath  been  so  long  striviflf 
with  me,    and    persuading  me    to  cast  away  my 
transgressions    wherein    I    had  transgressed  ;-*-8ins 
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against  the  Law  of  God,  every  tittle  of  which  is 
holy, just,  and  good; — sins  against  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  a  dispensation  full  of  love  and  mercy;-- « 
sins  against  my  own  conscience,  which  often  and 
often  warned  me  against  it !  O  how  are  my  trans- 
gressions multiplied  !  I  am  astonished  that  such  a 
guilty  wretch  should  be  so  long  out  of  hell ! — Who 
spared  me  ?    Why  did  he  spare   me  ?    How   could 

he  spare  me  ? I  will  tell  thee,  O   my   soul:  dost 

thou  not  remember  that   precious  word,    '^  And  if 
any  man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate   with  the  Father 
even  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous  ?''     (l  John  ii.  1.) 
That  is  the  reason  of  my   being  spared. — ^'  If  any 
man  sin  ?" — why,  then,  if  /  sin. — An    **  Advocate 
with  the  Father  ?^'-*' some  one  to  speak  for  me  to 
God  ?   to  answer  all   the  clamours  and  charges   of 
the  divine  law   against  me  ?— *'  Jesus    Christ   the 
righteous  ?''-^God's  own  Son,  in   whom  he  is  well 
pleased,  and  whom  he  heareth  always !— •^*  Why 
art  thou  cast  down,    O  my  soul  ?'*  I  am  a  sinner,  a 
great  sinner  ;  but  here  is  a  great  Saviour ;  one    who 
is  the  propitiation  for  my  sins  :  and  not  for  my  sins 
only,  but  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world! — Where 
is  he?    I  will  not  rest  till  I    have  committed  my 
cause  to  this  blessed  Advocate.     I  have  heard  much 
of  his  compassion  to  others:  what  if  he  should  be 
kind  to  -me !    what  if  he  should  say,    **  Thy  sins, 
which  are  many,  are  forgiven  the6  !***— Come,  my 
soul:     I  am   impatient  till   I  have  confessed  my 
transgressions  to  the  Lord,    and  he  hath  forgiven 
the  iniquityof  my  sin. 

3.  I^e  should  commune  with  our  hearts  about 
tfuty. 

And  here,  also,  the  conversation  must  open  with 


ftUe-sertant  hav«  Ib^en  i    w4»taf  poor  adccuoe  am 
I  give  of  myself  to  God  k<  kdw.  little  goodr;fa^«&'  1 
done^  coneiidering  what  I  mag/u  to^  hiive^dbne  I'SIU 
commQDdmetot  is    exeeedjng  broad/  and  o^eqniMi 
uiliversal  and  perfeec  :  obedierioe^     i  otmipl'  [d^d 
ignorance,  for  be  hath  showed  toe  whi^t  is  igMd^'Md 
what  the  Lord  my  God  r^nires.  of  me; -    I  need 
not  say,  Who  will  asseend  up  into  heavi^  -for  »e{ 
or,   Who  will  go  over  the  «ea  futue,  to  bdng  me 
the  declarations  of  his  will  from  theiitt^e  ^  -The  wurd 
18  nigh  unto  me,  if  I  wourld  but  hear  it  atMl^do  it>^ 
'O  my  slothAil  heart !    why  hast  thou  done  sq  iittie 
.'when  thou  k newest  how  much  wns  required' l4«.^^ 
AgHin :  How  little  have  i  done,  in  €oiii|isrisoii.  ef 
what  I  might  have  done!  What  talents ^bave  I  iMid 
|!>ut  hitd  my  handd!    Who   had  ihdre  a4vftiitagM 
than  I !  ^ruly  might  God  sty  «o  me,  >'  What  CMiId 
bi^re  bMn  done  more  fbf  thee  that   I    bate  net 
teed?'^   iown^it:    though  to  my  own  cdiilmida 
and; condemnation,    i  must^confess^  he  baiiii'  even 
loaded  me  with  ben^fite.  -  And  he  might  go'im^tiiid 
say,    ^  Wherefore^    when    I     k>oked^  fof  grafieai 
broughtest  thou  forth  wild  grape&j^''^     Lmust^mirii 
thts  too:  i  have  requited bimevihib)-  bis goodi-  Q 
my  soul,  what  might  I  have^>b<^eni  and  ldk«t,)ifjdbad 
but  been  diligent  and  faithliil  in  tbi' imptotBofent 
ef  the^^tents  God  entroseKtmew^th  I  ^ifibiitiiidd^ 
tanc^s  mig^i'  I  -ha v^  made4ii  jocra^e  myseif(  and  bMW 
uaeftit  might  I  hate  been^to^theivii  £ool>tiatt^<wds 
ta  let  vAeb  tideifts  lieim  t  flce^kii  iWhix  sbMlamstf 
when  ebe 'Lerd  of  elK-^eimd«bieo»rafkfaaiwii|b  j^el 
-•^^Oiias  ttxH^t   Hdwii^e'ibflrdl  ddnefti^r  whilfcl 
/^omu#d^tc>1i5k  Wbefti^tite^bdrdanaArs^  tf 
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%itli»i^ni  h&rA  tatted  tfae  Utssfed^fMS  of 
j^iraomisLt  'O  wkmt  prdfluwsdid  [  itisketbat  I.w(»kM 
.tov^idna!  *yes%»  that  I  vcdttilcl  love  him  with  oil  mf 
kfiart^  eodwwithaU  myfaoul,   and  with  all  my  i»ind^ 
ta4.vfitb  M  my*  strength  ;^~that  I  wondd  newrhar^ 
boiHriaiKy.siA  in  myself^  aod  that  I  would  diaeouote<» 
Dil0CQwa<s(td  4isiediirage  it  all  I  Qoutd  in  othets  ;^<^th8t 
}^  would  spend '  my  brefi>th  In  publishing  tbe.nohis^ 
Qft. divine. ^ape*.and'mercy,  emi  petBuading  all  the 
world  to  Gom^  and  taste  and  9ee  how  gracious  tb<t 
Lord  is  !  Bqt  have  I  done^so  ?;  I  am  ccHifoiinded  at 
the  rec6ltaetion  of  my  un&itbfalneas !; — And  agaitt 
^pd  again    sinee   that    time,    wbea   under   some! 
paUicular  ^fflictioo-^wWo  tny  life  baa  been  in  detiv 
§fr^  ..or  isom^tbing  tbat  was  des^  tjo  me  as  my  life-^ 
il0w  did  1  pour  out  prayers  and  promises !    ^  Ok,  if 
tik^,  hofi  would  biitspane  mer  this  time^   Iwoo)^ 
p^>^er,  iottver  forget  lAie  mercy :  I  wiovldiset  the  Leufd 
fdwaj^s ;  before  mie,   aAd  aeinre.  him  in  boIiaete^Mld 
ijgbtepM^nea^^all  the  dayii  <tf  my  life/     But  L.ull 
quit^  asiiain^d  at  the.  difierenoe  between  my  pro^ 
fniaes  and  performances  I  O  my  ^ouU  ^'^'m  it  gene^ 
ramfk^  iras  it  Just,  lo  make  promise  wben  I  was  in 
diatfess,  and  for^get  them  again  the  moment  I. waii 
tdlidVinll    If  God  sbmild  ^so  aoon  .ibigeit   Am^  pf o^ 
Isiiriei,  lmuitiK(/ifer>expectian4>tber  deli«erailce«^! 
i  vAnd<tbpsi:h%yt9  I  giveti  you.  a  few :.  examples  -of 
wliatl  Klktontuby.seif«Gk>mmiini$iltioii;^  and  by  this 
^rmifcyoa  willeasilyj  perceive  rtbat  nojmim  need  go 
abfoaid  isur  <H>mpaeyi  cic  ev^r  fa^^  at.  d  Iqsb  for  cmh 
ir^matito^ :  1  will  not  M|ftjR  lQe»fi>ici^Uus  dujly  ndm4 
I  ahpuld  «ma9iiD&  it  must  .cany  ita  offu  teeomn^sh^ 
i^fim  With  it*;    It  may .fteem  dull  mmI  disagn^eable 
in  ifi9ti  J^w  aA}i>  bk^  theii  heiirts  upon  jSr»tec<. 


«« 


rable  day  would  this  be,  if  it  should  be  the  afqiaVS 
your  neiy;^cfl|i#pt?wi*  v  if  the;8^Wj)g(y  tp(|lfig^yifve 
now  introduced  shQuklfirofia  henpe^thJJ^^^Wclfef 
^ij^paiiipa  fo4i&P9t  iqtima(»>frieikl{,;.TMftnI^lP>>l 
^p^tjse^  jr^igpi^u  th«ye  in  gqQdr,e«^$^D  rW^tS^t 
XW  >y,jlj  .iV>t,.*e  religious  on^j  )^^B^-iJft>Boi!Wif<#, 
eburc|t{,  s^  wbea  jfpu  «ce  !■  c^mpj^ay,^  9^o»/^^^ff^Hb 
4e?^Wt'Xs^a'^'  ^^yr^'^*^«  devout  ?t)t-WJ^^  '3FP^^>%^h 
^IfiOf,.    -CojpPimuiiHJg  wUh  ypjirpwn.  li|^tfjf;,ttie^,^i(|t 

witb  Go^i-  aod  tl^ft,.  too,    1.  .^fiy^^hfip^Ak^f  riW?^ 

".Jf^?P!;?Wjt^«««vf*^flg9»:'ia«dr  pw^eti  ^^mS^^^m 
h^MS^«  '»,  ;    '.    '  /:  •■"../  •   .*■  '  .  "'    '■'  .V  V-  V  --^  aniJcfi^-' 

J ^,j^^.. should;  wei.iwt.?//  W^i  q%pnft|>M?fl\!?<ftWf 
ogij^n,  /.There  May.jb^,  sooif  .;e3ctwft^yw9^  (4H>1^t{ 
Wt^cji^pr§^^opl^.ip^eas^,,  911  ^^trfor^i^^aipctB^^.^ 

P!?4^a«9fr.  .  J«/  ^«  mqrninaf*  w^  .^j^pi^l^  BflH^fHftl 
oftnego'diy  itian,  that  bf  ijneditates  in  thf^ay^^^f 


€oil  day  and  tiigUn*  (I^lA.  i.  9.)  'Hie  tdeditiKeB^tbatt 
i«/4ie  eommnried  ^ith^his  6#n  "hetirt  sbotit  it.  And 
H#ai  David'9  own  practice:  «  O  how  I  love  thy 
hm  1  It  is  tiiy  meditation  all  the  day."  f  P».  cxix.  97.) 
^t^Bat  there  ai*e  some  special  se&sons  when  thtsduty 
may  be  perform ed  to  greater  advantage;  a  few  of 
thetb^  I  shall  endeavour  to  point  out  and  recom^ 
•fiend: 

'  We'shoiiM  commune  with  our  own  hearts, 
!•  When  we  are  most  at  leisure. 

'  We  may  salute  a  friend  as  we  pass  him  in  a 
crowd :  but  we  do  not  choose  to  talk  with  him  in  a 
cfrowd  on  bu sines )  of  importance.  Sq  we  may  ex- 
cfhfange  a  w6rd  or  two  with  our  own  hearts  in  the 
midst  of  other  engagemeutST-and  to  <lo  this  ofteil 
implies:  and  increases  intimacy  abd  endearment  ;— 
but,  undoubtedly  the  fittest  season  for  this  duty  is, 
when  we  are  most  disengaged  from  worldly  i ileum* 
brances.  When  a  person  is  engrossed  by  worldly 
thoughts'  and  cares,  he  may  indeed  commune  wit& 
his  own  heart,  but  what  is  the  subject  of  their  con- 
versation?— ^^you  will  find  it  expressed  in  the  I2th 
chapter  of  Luke:  "  the  ground  of  a  certain  rich 
Inan  brought  forth  plentifully;  and  he  thought 
Wfthih  himself,'  saying,  What  shall  I  do,  because  t 
hisive  no  room  where  to  bestow  my  fruits  ?  And  he 
said.  This  Will  I  do ;  I  will  pnll  down  my  barns, 
and  build  greater ;  and  the^e  will  I  bestow  all  my 
fruftsandmy  goods.  And  I  wJII  say  to  my  soul. 
Soul,''  thou  bast  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years  ; 
tale  thine  ease,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry .^*  (vef.  l6.) 
Jfhen  the  wotld  is  in  tfhe  heart,  nothing  but  the 
world  can  be  talked  of :  I  therefore  mention,  as  the 

Tdt.  II.  K  N 


Us  ok'S^Amtmui^M^^^      ^Si^wem^ 


tu^ry,  ofw^^^        etiga^mchiW.   •%et  bs^#fl|»fe  wKi 
ogr  closets,   and/,  When    ive'  htve  »htitth^^  4obt 
against  airiptriidcrs;  8ay,^  O  my  toUF,  1*'i^^tfay 
grief  and  hurtheii  th^t  I  cao  hi  no  Ibat^'wftil  tbM 
l^Q  'retjreinent ;   bu^t  Ihave  nour  a  httte  ldiMlM('ltad>4 
gladly  embrace  tt,  to  distills  wtthtMi't  hitlirl'iipti^fi 
some  subjects  of  inHhiie  ctioinent.      Tfeey^afe^^libk 
jjects  w{iich  oughtnot  to  be  hastrly  deterttitnedi  ^i 
tn  WTiich  my  life  apd  salvation  are  coueem^  i^'-tmi 
therefore  I  have  chosen  this  time,  when  W^  'tai>'06a«. 
verse,    and  cfeli berate,   and  examine  th*ewfreeW<^llll4 
fuTIj^'^    There  are  depths  in  the  Divine  cocm^lt^^aSil 
conduct  towards  me,  >vh!ch  ftt)m  a  car$orv^'¥ti»9«^''( 
ciE^nnot  comprehend;    abd  th^re  are  depths  of  v^ittk^ 
'edhess  in  myself,  which  a  slight  and' hasty  took  will 
hey^  ^thom.     S6\^,  my  soul,.  We'shdli  hAV^  tittle 
to  tnake ^he  proper  sdutidhigs,'  and  taki  A  >tJMm  ^e- 
curate  survey   of  tny  dpiritii^l  state,   Ib^tr  I   hlwfe 
ever  yet  done/-^  One  such  sobfei' scrutiny  U'^^rili% 
'thousand  hasty  iB^nd  incon^udive  conversatitidsw' ' 
v  2.  'When  the  conscience  istmy  way  nwaltfeliicfc*  - 
Indeed,  without  thr$  tber6  is  \i6  jSrospefct of  4fcc 
duty  being  performed  to  any  gbbd  piirpod*. ;  'WWle 
the  heart Ve|:ains  it^  natiW  itis^ti^ibility,  it  to^lit^rly 
unfit  for'spiritual  cotiverkitti'on/   Yi^ii  imiy'ttitk  t«  it 
*  often^  arid  upon  subjects*' <he  ino^  ^dli^dMri'  'sMd^it 
"will  aaswpr-vou'  never  a  ivor«i-*^r-  if  ■  witt  jgivtfywu 
.  an  answer  (jiitte  Fofeigii  to'tlfe  purposie.    'If,  4iM^^. 
'ampleV:y6u  were  towy;  *  ©'«y  aofiil,  l-AWtonefMy; 
rt  am  .greatly  distres^^a  at'  the  i*^'\  *m'ioi>i  Mtr 
slbdl  t  escai/e  tiie^damnatioi}  of  \tA\T ^  ^ijW^v^iflA 


:   *. 


bQim»<j«(5>it)^¥9plj^i  :WAth  all  the  uncaqcvn  pag(na^ 

WOf  -MUf  iwipat  wd  ^Ijrip^  for  to-paLorrow  we  cfie/* 

8otU]^picis@f),  §Q,  iibsoW.tely  unqualified,  is  tfie  iieari 

l^fr.f^  ii^^pr^iPiaa .to talk.^bont  spiritual  things!'  6ut 

wi}^9rt^9  ^pkit  pf  tli9  Lord  b^as  been  at  'work  witli- 

inrjtftei^^t^  lieaft  is  «eriou$  ^im)  pliable^*  open  and 

t<imui^nif^vi^j :  that  is  the  tinpe,  therefore,  whicb 

41^1  tt|)  tiQ9Q9  &|bpuld  be  imprpyecL    .1  hope  that  such 

i^ri^tbe.firQBefaT  condition  of  piao^  lo  this  assembly. 

l.ibtelteve.^hal  Ood,,  who  knowetb  all    hearts,  sees 

In^ny  'among    ^is.   this   d^y    ^^Y^eary    and    heavy 

iA^eDV-wiVb  ft  9ens^  of  sin;     under  de^p  convic^r 

itionf,  J>iit  bafdly  knowing  whether  to  encourage 

im-stifj^  them,      T9such  I  say,  seize  the  favourabfe 

ItnwBent,   wd  thus  address  your,  heart:  —^/  O  my 

K.9tMh  l^QO.glad  to  see  thee  so  afiected  :    it  is  with 

(Jtiexpr^sible  delight  I  have  heard th^  secret  sighs, 

'iH9{)  s^exi ^theq  every   now  a^d  th^n  darting  up  an 

.^ci4|s(tioj^.tQ.h€B^ven.     Tell  me>   hqw  shall  I  pre- 

'.Mf.ye  )by.  present  serious,  impression,   and  carry  oi^ 

'tl(e  .good  work  so,  bdppjly  beg.An  ?    What  inust  I 

do  to.prev^Qt  ^in  from  .ftgaip  usurpigg  the ,  throng, 

and  ($^  to  kioptfcoQ^  falling  back  into  ipy  ^oc^iec  inr 

^sandibiljty  ?    J^et  up  coqimyine  .together  wpQp  Jtbis 

Jpflp^rtaat«ijH)iiiferestij;)g  subject/ 

V'   Maay  persons,:  whep.  tliey  have  been  underseri- 

rous  UUpr^^$k)ps^yin9tf$ad  of  Retiring  apd  communing 

jwitib.  their osKD  hee^s,  b^ve  hastened  to  their  yaia 

i^oppaiiioii^^  as  if.  they,  had  been  flyihg  from  u  dan*- 

.ger^M  ebemy ;   and,  as  soon  as  they  could,  have  her 

;f^9  a(Hne^.fo|3liM»^Uiking.  and.je^  to  drive,  away 

\4^4  religicms  gloom ;   and  restore  them  to  their  fqr-r 

tmer gaiety. and  spirits.  ^    I. repeat  i^   many  hopefu} 

.convictions  have  been  stifled  by  a  person's  riinpiQg 
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i  ;  .  '^  ■•■  ^  ■       .•.•••/'  j  '-'••  Af^'^*^ 

ftway,  as  it  were,  from  himself,   at  that  critical  time 

i.^beti  rhe*\WB.\mos|  ^lyaEated-  at  botnek* '  Let  ^vmt  Ise^ 

rieechv  you^  th^refore^   if  evor.  the  ^piilit  eC  iGod 

Ubonlcl  strive  jwith  you  again,  to  embraoelbe  ft- 

i.voiirAblr  opportumty  ?    and,    immediately  cietniali; 

.Mri  cornmuniog  with  your  oni^n  heart,  cofidtill^ish^ 

.j€  ptoper  tO'' he  done  I  IB  that:  infinitely  imponatft 

1.  JS^  WljiBKireareiniiderafiy  particoW  tioubie*    • 

V  ^Soth^  PMaohclradsvises^  Miln  tbeday  of  advert 

aj^y  etinaideh''' i(7EocIbs.  yiL  14. )    Eirery  thing  thetl 

eoaspifca.to  prompt  \ib  to  ity  aod  fitms  for  it.  Then 

it  m ^haA }Gad'freqi!i«i)ly  ^i^bpeaeth. timpami  cf  men) 

aa4  sealeth >  tbeiir  instfuetion.?   _  (Jobxiziiiiv  16.) 

WImd  -we  ^naeet  tfit4ii  disappointanentis^    and  /aii£ 

KeartS  iure'futf  jof  cbagrih  and  Texatioi^,  it  is'Bateni 

W  turn  larwpy  fromAh^  w^rld,  and  afaui:'  ouraelvtta^  a^ 

ilfa^m^  m^xf^ty.    :  Let  im  not  be  idle  or  aDent  tUcneU 

I#et^iid  ^earob^aiiMl  tryiour  hearts  s^d  'ways,..  andJaoe* 

if  .!weiei^  find  oat  tbe  Acfaqn;;'  the 'BCCUjBe^tbingy'^ 

wbicb Wb.Jweul^bl;':  all  this  edLi^poaiw.  ^    Wbmif 

iA9&pkliA  l)m^<€«i^wi9ff&'4)U(^  oadbn  atfea^  itJht)^ 

s^ieb^aaipkweendyitoldi.tAiemsithe/mafQnt:  |H  UTie taadt 

v^rijyiiKvityJ^vedif:,  lb6jr,^^<too^nirig  .^oiir^jlinMben/' 

ID  tfatt IK/^  saw^  tbe  eiigQiisb  0f^hi&«o^l^iamliiKOiaMc 

ntitiieafff  i&mi^wfi . mx\m,S\^x^^>i:^9t^i9i^nm»<^yh 

(CBiiQ^ik^iiodlj)    ifvW«reakin!b^l^l<^i^Qaitb((if>iaa(^^ii 

t^iiiiEiaMdlat6i^sii8ei(jJ  oufij8Mdfeaii|g^.^teta)UB)iA[>t.>aa  & 

lWpdiUid[yrwlhefi{!htf  0(>itld(B«it>jbfveaii^:i«bicbi  wai  ' 

tite  boiyoebiblcilQau94tibe  Igare  ordj^cliii  1(ilfc  dl^UMv 

ii\^ta>af4ilati^Qi;tn  Re«b1«li#as  ijmsoJlJW^AftnOt^ni 

n|^  toy  paMbcjifatteikvleti  iis;ta1fie3liip»re^abit|piibtdid 

dealloy<B7«ry[dae^.L0iL  i»a;;eati  Qff/r/gbtihandajipkid|i& 

Qift^ht  bjm,  banlb^utij&Yoftr  ^^aiwtiOo;  ^tite^iI 


Sbrm.  28«3  ^'^  Seif^eommunton.  5i9 

^«ad  espdIMi*— ^  O  my soW,  i^i§♦a  huivy  t^iatf^the 
OLordihsthrtbuobed  me  iif  a't«nd^"p^t')t']ifieoald 
^'Jaave  bonke^  the  bflB  of  many  thn^y  i:'C(nittl'ltdye 
/borne  the  loss  of^  almost  any  ^  thipg^  >  better  UlUM 
thia  !<^But  did*  I  ntxt  deserve  bo  Ibsb* it ^:'V^bM 
L  remember  from  whence  I  am  fallen,  I  am^»tK>- 
nishidd^  not  that  no j  safferin^  are  so  ^eat,*  biUthat 
they  are  no  greater.  Where  is  my  first  love  ?  Where 
IS  Chat  activity  and  fervency  of  spirit  in  God's  sen 
vftic^  which  I  oAce  manifested  ?  Where  are  my  fer^ 
raerchtriHnspection  ami  holiiiesB  h  How  fooliisMy, 
^lid  wcU-QigH  fttally,  hav^*  I  'slum^red  dnd  "sle^M  1 
Now  3  rscoUect  tow  much  my  thoughts  aad  afiBbdl 
fic(B0:iv6re  begin nrng  td  run  xnxt  ^ftertbb  world,  atiMl 
the  tfarngs  of  -  the'>w6rld  ^  hsvt  I  ^wes  begmning "  w 
thinld.that  sfHritual  exeitises  ratuenbd  too  often,  iwd^ 
QODtinued'toa  long ;  and  that  leas  fcime  wiraid  servd^ 
1^'mU^H)'  that'I  n^igUt  hari"  tnorel  to  sfmre  fo^ 
mry •  bilsiness'sml  iddasuresJ  *  iNow^  I  vemcmbbri thit 
inrmicfa^ild  rfadi  instieinoetf  iwaS'Wamlerisig'  tomw^ 
tbeftenfest^f  ]iii<)iitty,  and  wai  olor^  >  eoiiA^imi^d^O  - 
tfaisfvrarfd  ihan  the* word  of  God  allows,  offhioibiy' 
oiKwoM^en^e  weuldifonteerly  pemlir/v  ^Dld tI(hoC' 

deserve ^Mbiike  forsci6h-bae&^Hdings\?'*o^O  my^tbul 
ito(^asr4iiid*Mi  Crod  t<y  itsbuk^  me,  'iveh  Mipu^  witB : 
a  fod'^Aiae'mldles  me  ttmart;  He '  mightt  tbn^  4a\dy  r 
'  Le*  thathcupMff^Mtedbalbfael  Wh^'^dbouU^h  hdl 
sttwfckdb  dfay  ttbnH'>the  *wijl  'di^uioifdUrdsoi^odnd'i 
m«n%4^  :Mlit^tti^''have?iMfttfdMid}  meito^iditihK'o^;/ 
bixildnsg^^iliiy^'tMiitlesjV^midiilMMgt^  NivUdn^u 
flig^td^^CHiry  *itdd  rvtiBi)  iltiagitiiii]db,^tiil;n«fBDiyotk&  > 
bc^dbs  ;flf^^%li^it^  ^ioviiilail^^lissd.imfd  kiiified  o 
at  once.      Why,   O  my  soul,   art  thou  not  more 


-tedy  uvj^  piinitliin^ii«oi«iDiiia  fablaM^tfaiiiisigjriiMQn^ 

"  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  acquaiatadiifi^i4j|ingip^{ff^ 

who,  in  tbie^iMpjettta)^ sutfema^BitfiRtboii^ 

grefter  and  absriicr  tban:ntide,  ^Vwearfed^flWM.l^nb 

'to  Cbe^akugbt^r;  and  ia  9i.sh0epli$|an^tim#^9WM» 

18  dumb,    so  be  opened  not  his  mouth  !"n7>Qil9)y 

iKml,  doat> thmi  deserve  tOibe ^ftUe^ Hadf^P^e.^^ithis 

tteefk  and  toiviy  iJeiiaa/  uriio  tu^..  ap^peeyii^ijiajMn^ 

ful?    Sirrelyl  Mfbttb^be  |ii<«ii» Ihaalpf^l , jtOKji^^ 

ibr  taking  so  oi^tAeb  ptioa.  to  fubdne  *ni3f;  ^1^1^' 

nesa,  when  the  tiadidfence>of  ikym^  .h^^iflllP' 

«atin  dei^niclaoii.    ''  W%.art  iImu  i^aM^  d^WH^iQi^y 

^ul<^^ffd  wby^'^it  tllottiia0  jdia<c{ui^ed  ftll^ii^iMI^ 

Hope  thoi  in /Gofl ; .  for  I.  ahiiU  .yet;^|>ini^  kwO" 

^Tb^  troubles  wiUioot  -aimLjrs  o^tAti^ :  it/ t^flP 

ream»n«th'  a;  a^si;  ;for;;tfae' people  of^G^?  .  Spm^ 

arid  ^gh4llg^«hall  acfoariftee^.avrayi  aod  I  abfiUi'lK^f^ 

-ivbthing  bn^ftiiliitfaa  o£>  90^,4  wd..  plMWiiw vIm^^^ 

^ttiorel'    And  anwlj^  ^"i  t&e  SittiferiAj^^^f ,  ^1  prai«|t 

tlfii^  Ufe  tK)t  worthy*  to  beiisQippmMl  Willh^kiie)f^ 

■irhi^i  shal^b«rev4Baied.'^'  ;    j  ;.    v\),.^i-^ -.»  boO 

-'  But  I  t^fieik  mjf«el£j^I  /ba«i  Ujitctii^t  «fWK£pf 

thode  thitigi»  whidi  WJe^hoiridntalk  af:MftilbxQlili9i«>^ 

Irearts  T»^beft«  ^vie^ave^ifi  tmulde.  t|fH«vf3^)€)iaMDf<l 

^mifAdv^es'to^btfijvte  abeiiklsfidd  owrismifliffjIiwMait 

'tfrati  from  thi^  gayesti  nid.  qii:^limt]fa«ifM|il^ 

the  ttorM ;  *  and  b>f  ^tbia  ifnafsofHtec^wdldl  bfWi^ 

jbicibi^  itiiOursdvM  blone^  and^ftDtiiaimiiA^  f^y 

are  greatly  fob«  pili^,  ftha^  i^obcRiafflfeioaiMNi^ 

e^nnot  he«r  tirb^  fafbslen^  thsj^naaaAtbw^  tMi^ 

i>bd^totafkwi«b  tb^ttti^aiidctiM  Aem^^efiilf^ 


^tMAJiftei.]       OoJhyifDBii^iiiwiiat^ 
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''   «ff^4lii(mld  cioitiBMiim'^itb  01^  .o^I//  - 

^  The  gtiaemlHy  'Of  pretended  woraJuppei^^  penst 
^}iA  lit  yit  th^3^  rtttifa  iiito  Go^ 
« iKmcffnie  ihe  'batfleit''  and'  at  ite  krery  ti tee : that 

ith^  ai^  dtawio^mgh  to  Gieiiwit^tbeiC' moull^  aii^ 

ftatte^ibg  him  Witb  tbe^r  JipB)  diesr  thotlgii^rMs 
^if^hAetitig,  ^Htk  thtt  fool'«  eye,  to  tbe  ^QAdH  Cifttjb^ 
"^  <!iji¥th:  AtHd  evto  tiicte  who  db  iii'thei]iia6ii«ii¥Of9l|ip. 
'  GkAl^  who  is  '^ a  SpiHt^V  m  in  apichmndidtfAftkr 
'  a¥^  yet  v^Uy^gttilty  cmfceteing  t^ia^^dUiig^sitl^ 
'iMf  give  tihem«e>fea  t^ime^to^  tAiink  wliatRtbiajis.fivtrga* 
^iiig%botit^  To'this  it'  may  T^MbahByihe^i^  %h%t 
-  eo  many  tf '  tkein  du  tica  We^ben^  j(t>||^lcM}*1i^ .  Awiit- 
I'Im^.  s  ThR^ytpi«|Mure«^iM>t  tberr  bfaMta  ito/|>raysi4Ml' 
akbrerfefe '  th6  I^aid:*  prapade^tnofoibii  mt -M  4M^r^ 

«<  God  is  greatly  to  be  fedriedviltthft  %l^4to)^lyi!^r)b^ 
^  aabi«i^^  ianttJWaJIbefiandtifiediWfiiljtimii  ts^akffpme: 
Httighfimitd'biiii;  /'tWhbteree,]keitefoN^;VSfft!^^(^^ 
t adlMstf  'd«Qr^bef3>re  oajiiwe  ahedid^uA  >|HfiKYK>|iju|^ 
'  e<iai«rtuhe<withntfaTt>b0aMs;}9^  Qv  fl^iaoiil^  i^t. 

'^#<)^^t^^1»F*^'^^^ni»  u»  ^^yyi^y^  fbpb^  rL«nd 

Ywfl  j^d*  ttiifia4)oiiliin«MiB  ;^/aitd  JM^iWeHhqt^lci^J^rfif^^ 
f^'irtASllieri  dtileniNtt^  fori  bis  J^yii^]  aQSr^S/Ai^cpc^-pf 

-aw>r  hG^ffaeamfevwiy  wbia|ien.^^J4t?4l»Kfi3RWK)l^ 


l^i;if-,4h/Bft,  J  .B«j  Wt  laM*  W^b^tlflr.^PtKtki 

^f  ^«94;    V  for.  God  is  in  fa^aM^M,:  and .  tktm  n^foai 

.By//th».in«f»iM).w<c  4taU  Jw  furQ¥)lK4:for,i<la^ 
dijMr  ^afectioi)^  w)U..t)e  ^tirred.np,  tmflk.pvf  ^pmxm 
la  liv(iljra^d  vigorouff  exercise:  like  tbe JPsdlfaittu 
"My,  b^ai;t  ig  fijs^,/  O  ,<iQcU  n|y  be^rt  Js  .fiiwd?;} 
l,«,iU«iinga|idgiT9  praise*  Awak«  up,  my.gl«qr.D 
^i^rake,  psaltery  and  liarpi  I  myaelf  wiU  ««»li» 
Ciprly.!'  (PsaJ.lvii.  7,)       .  ,      . ,      .      » 

.<.  And  the  8fiq^.«//er  duty.  It  i^  ac<MBeiK>n,  bul^ 
a  y/ery  ci^a^^oal :  and  perojckms  pracMpOf  vb^D  ..«& 
>^si^  froat  ftiir  kaee^  QrgoJcoiA;iiiapi»«eaae,.of  tW 
Lord,  uoaofKlifttely.  ,|o,,iadulge  our  ■thoughts  «iA 
tpqgues  ufioi),.tV«fir84^.t|^fl«s  tb»|  off^r*:  a«(^  j(0«liii|i» 
&«.v^|r,.«fior!«  ^  tiM^i<)f  ¥'hftt  v«  ha^«  hecia.4ow^ 
Bm.vjsjy,  di6^^  /r^qor,  this;  wps.  th^.^factiis^  of 
Pavid;  ",  J!4y  v^pjc©,*'  fl«y^;rh^, "  shalt.tbwi  Idsvi* 
^h«,iDprQipg,  .0.1»Rrd,.;  liffithe^m^m.ujtgnWtUil  ^vtsk 

$p,,  fVilll/^^Wfrr hav»  .Kent; ,V{l»iav Pf»|t^ti<H)i  :<(ll:4MtllM| 

i!te.8h9u]4>  aa  ^r!^r(w.i«<^a.tph>j|i0P(  i(  mffh  vowiiiim 

iC.,jl;b^  hfaM«iPa^  <9f)?R:  ^  ;let  ^dpwgr  tjbt^j  jbl^in^ij^M* 
prayed  for.  If  we  do  not  look  up,  be  s^WM^jthtl 
ttiP;  l«oi4  ,wW  |9pt,IoQk<,dow9*'n^Ali4  Iheifl^e 

wh«a  we  have  been  heariDjg.tbie.i^fid,^  Wi/^  0Mfi9» 
it  is    likfs  water  spilt  upon  .^..gifii^wl^.i  Rbich 

«^k^  iA^O!jtbfl,fl?«tb  ftfni  «^iHHf:..b9  sa^beia^Dip 
again: ,  pi;  lij^o^  lettaw  .\rri(|f»  ,H9Qn.;jtM«e9ul»a4 
vtJMfiXt,  thf  .Ar^t.pttff.  oC.^Jni  ei»Mj^ii«^f»s:}}gMr 
liMjff^  s^I^|m4  in  lb»  bigltHrayv.  iitb«9b<f hfb^biRlf 


db^  JfI*6Mlte.  W  e^*r  yc*tf  «ferfftg  td^et  a«y^|obtf(^ 

bttftft  tfftWti^it^  aftehfrtf^*.   '  'Yoli  ^  shttuld  e^t^  i& 

secret  anxiously 'artid  '  rt!|^  "ihqiiim;     *^Vl^birP 

iifO'  I  th©^ bett«  ' for  wtist^  t  hdve^'-heard?- Wli4re 

ir  Jlh#  v«obi4«ty,  ^that  fempemuce/  tSSfet  patfence? 

thM  godtinf^^,    tfaiat  tratisibfrnatibti   in   tniiid  ielnf^F 

prbotice^'  tba«  obedienee  t6  Md  appfobaftoii  or  the 

goo^'iindpeffisct'WiU  of  God,   vfbieti  I  bave'b^enf 

S(v:  lM«ly  and  m  Warmly .  exhorted  to  ?^ — Many  of 

you,  I  doubt  not,  while  you  bavebeeh  hearing  the' 

^k^rd,    ha^e  ftlf  your  hearts  affeeted,    and  hWe 

tiiou^ht  that  y6u  should  nevei  lose  the  iiiipres&toh  f 

*wl  yet,  ^  going  iratnediafeely  ftito  coinpahy,  atttf^ 

iaiking  of  other  mat teis,  yt>u  have  forgot tefi  il:^alf 

•ffloti  betme  the  end  of  fbel  dky.     H6w  oan'I  b«ir^ 

eMfeatififg  jron   then,  fliat,    insiteft^  tit  eonfbrtnitf^ 

to  the  '^^ord  in   Lbrd^s  dif  Vising;    iiistead'  t^ 

driving  aw^y-  setibufll    thought?  by  conversfngW 

*«W8,  iind  dr6s»,   mid  other  viblt^e^^   you  tvouTa 

f;o  iminediately  from  tbik  -hdus^  to  your  eloSetii? 

Md^eebfiMine  w4tbiyout^Wn  ^eAis;^  u|>(in  ^nbject^ 

minlMty  nsoitd  }tiWr(fttit>g,  ^nd  (i  hbp#)  toore  'eh^ 

torta^fiii^  tbm*  the*  |^3f*est  cbift jmi)/  Yii 'the  W^rl^ 

etttfudtfiirh^   -'  '■:     -.  '    \       •  •'  ;-'     ;^*-  •;"  '/''";'V 

-   Bi^t -1hi9<Wttds  Vie  to  ^B\i  df  Mtither''9))eclat 

•iQMOtt  m  this  <hi«y':  ^it-is^'  ■-  '^   '^   !  •  •  ^  —  '-^  •-> 

^-•a^b^L^id?*^. -^^:^*   ^i-'^    •■-•'••'-    ^    -    '-'   [' 

'.Tlit»  i»  «  B^sbnfwtotfferly  'adapted  ^fbt  t6thi 

iiltfttlDg-v^h-y4Urd#fl'ttea»fe';^  ^  N^    can  pieau! 

iMat  Vf^^^^'then.    iTh^gf^t^df^art  of  ttie  wotfdj 

tilA«te<H'iMM^ttor«  titti^  tmiii  tbe|f' k^b^'^  ^hM  id 


^54  'bhS^^^ti^'^MiniSk.      ^\^am^i 

I 

^i6  Wrth  i  it  fteems  ttfe *  lotigew'  ^y  iti'iki  ^^week  i 
though  (hey  rise  later,*  afnl^  g& 'tO'^bdd'i^aHitfr, 
' than* \isiiaf,  to  sho^teti  itbs  much  M  theyxmn/r^^t 
sfifl  tWy  cty:  *  EehdIdV'ifrtiat  a  ^W«Blle»s  ii-irf! 
When  Mr\\\  the  Sabbith  b€f  ov^Vl  BiitMff  tyoa  idi« 
'dexstood  and'  ehjoyfed  'the  dijty  n^Wdi' l'»am  w- 
'  commending;  you;  i^uW*  highly  Viiitie' thir«ionM 
leistire.  God  hath  ttierciftiUy  s^t  ipatt  tMe^iiay, 
Dh  purpose  ibf  spiritual  exercises.  •  We*  hav«'  now 
tiothihg  to  do  with  the  World,  and  the  world  should 
have  nothing  to  do  with  Us :  and  if  it  offlfer  Xo  ih* 
triide  we  should  at  dnce  drive  if  awav.  If  we 
did  thus,  '  our  Sabbaths  would  be  nfionfe  boHHHnA- 
able  and  profitable,  attd'we  -should  know  'itoot^  <)f 
Iheaven  and  be  iaore  fit  for  it,  where  we  shall  #f>etfd 
lan  6terhhy^  in  devout'  cbntemplation,   lorft,  'and 

'praise.''  '  ■  •  ■;  •••'■■'         •■'    '   '    '  '"    '•'" 

Befof0  "we  enter  on  that  gloriou^  and' everia^tlttg 

Sabl)tftb,' there  is  one  season  ttiov^  Wh^  W0'«re 

tiartifeiilarly  cafied  tjpOft    to '  comtiiune' '  i^iHi  'kMt 

own  hearts-^  oatAefy;  '    "  ■  •    ••  "" 

9.  Wheb  we'ai!^  in  th«  ittitttedkitb  pttsp^tdf 

•death.    ■• "  "'  ••■  -■•'•'   ■     ■■■'•••■ -■-  ■■•' 

When  heart  and  Hfesh  begirt  to>ftiKf>fend'  we^H- 

pe<it  to  ha^e  otif  staf^'  fbv'  ieteriii^ '^eedily'  Md 

'^halty  determined;  thi&tt  sh^Aild  iftre' ^tthl  thorfe^^ikt 

>'or^naTy  soKcitude  cottimut)«  WitH  ^^f  dwn^rh«attt. 

h  will  be  Sad  it>deed,'  1^^  it^  aM  ^hvit«ly'^6«rdnge»s 

to  th^ii*  cdnditioA  when  tftft  a<Jcoi^rtts  ^v«  ]|c^ual^ 

required;    for  it  isF  mot  likely tfaift,  ^n  'Yh^  htmy 

tnd  eonfdsiba  bf '  bur  depafture,^  ftny!  thibf  ib«4itt 

^ke#e^iilariy  settled. '  "*  *  O  Vny'*)tfl j*  <wr4  fe44tf«<il'te 

then   forted   ta  say,  -  *  w-hat'  liatfe'  wiJ  be*tt'<*»- 

ii%,«th«t  #e;  hav'e'irever'-lWl!  iitty''4feriiKw**iW»- 


,-«D*li,ihbt  Ib«ko«edtts>.  me,  rtatbeT  thafi   ^ire.  to 

}«0ninton^ftA>  Mcieirtv^h  Wy -Mrtit— rP  Death! 
'-  testy, ^wiielfdeatlk!  atby  thybl(t>«one  jjourj  A  ifor|d 
Jbr  fld>'  hQUfiiH-I  hiftYe  mtU^F^^  of  ihliBstp  cookie- 
cpi0aceitO)toUle  with  my •  thdart  t   I/caanot  die  yet. 
?)CoBK^' toy  WttU  l»y  de^r  departing  spjul^  let  us 
,  iolprovD  tlie  pr^cioiia  moment,     What  shall  I  dp, 
'^jto.baNfi  .1 1*;   ^ — /  Gdoe  ?~gpne  for  evjer^--g(>oe, 
Miofo^e  Ih^  iCoutd  exchange  a  singla  ^ritei^e  'With 
.Jiis  pwik  heart!—- — Thioki    if  you    can    bear    jto 
<.liirtik,  with  wbat  mutual  upbraidiDgs  ai^4  ex.ec^^ 
.1tMfW':tb#  departed  spirit  aad  the  body  will  i^te^t 
t^gefp.jki  the  }alM' that  byri^eth  with  fire  apd  briin- 
(4(bQQet  ..    ?■ 

s    But . elio^ghf  mor^  than  eootigh,  of -those  per- 
verse  and  unhappy  wretches^    that  would  not  bb 
v^qul^ioted  with  themselves.  ^     I  have  more  plea- 
'^fure  'in  (OQtu^ideratf  myself  as  speakiog*  to  .persons 
^>Mfho.tr)^Jntim^te  with  'their  own  hearts,  and  -who 
never  let  a  day  pass  without  sayijo^  ^ometb«i>g  to 
« Ahem'.i}fN^  spiri^uflfl  eubjeMs»    ^^t  of  d\\  the^ea^ons 
for  self-communion,  thib  is  the  most  solemn,    -l  wh^t 
<i ^woaldij  may  ,the ^  enpitilig?  st^i ii(t  ^yw  .  "f  a^  I  ^v*- 
ii«g ! .  'To  we  U  ha9  been  little^ better .thajp  a^  wil4er^ 
;«ffis;v^.wd  if  J  t.bad^m^  beei>  fhr  t^tt^lFe?!  tlje 
#f)fiMffisr« »f)  wWch*  make^gl^d  tbe  ^HynM^^^^^  J 

^mmi i90T^4^if  ha'^f  p«5isi^ed^  Aud  l^bat'^:  world 
^4to^;f>goi«g.|«|4ro  Or  »y  ffwlf  «Mnj?  :an  d^Ughtful 
^^f)lM  b^ve.  I^^>^t'wit^?thee^  w^^f) 'Othfecs  Iwie 
ipit^A  «ij!i«pliftitin€^,t  .Q^il  hav^  I  lef^-tb*lg»y, 
:^«lhie^g.eiire}^oV>;r^ir$  •with>tbe%::  ^^pd  I  Jiev^fr 
^«tpeW§fi  iJy/ni?foWi?bfl<J/  myself  bi*pk{  a^ji^ng:  the 
^•lf«d^(«Cnl»i%»  iw»n.; v-;,)8ttt>r  lpyo^iOl|^i^  4n  .ttfe 


r 


»  -     -  I  -       '  ■    *''•    *    •• '  •  I '  ■*  "*     '/  >;  T  *' 

'^^6  0»  Setf-eonmttnton.       '[Sebm.  ^. 

't^brtd  iijtQ  wlMch  I  ai^  about  to  ejfter^  ,'(^e.^^^s^^ 
%ol)1er  subjects  to  t?tik  V^  an^  potl^lng  |^p|liflte|-ji;ttgt 
•tfi.--Cbj:iie,'  'tajjr  soi^,,let  >s  (ijepfltt.-r A<i«??p» t,J,fW 
^feaBy,"   Fafewet,  V^niti^  ani.  shaijQW^,!  )Li<Jr<^^ijjB^|M 

.  tfeOieiv^tny  .     . ''  -^ps®*  *9^SP'*? . *^l ^Y^» 

•ti-biit  who  (Joth'nqt  ,wish  to  follow  I, „..,."  ,.    ■  ^] 

,  '"^ly.   flP%   sliould  'we  pon^iQiMie^.iyitJh,  i5>^r,  ^wi^ 

Warts?.  ' '  .      "^^  -,.  '  , 

*  What  slgpifies  it'  (say.  some)  *  wl^tjl^  W/do 
6t  ftot  ?     We  do  not  like  it.   ;  We  jbfiye  ip^othi^tfX 
.  *ify  to  our  Iiearts,  not  wc.     Why  inayJtjBpt  as  vff^ 
Be  let  aloo«?'—l  answer :  ,     -.'^V*      '^^'-p 

^'  L  Because  God  commands  it :  .  , ,  r  \\    - .  i 

And  where  the  word  of  a  kipg  is,  ^re,.is^p^;w^r<^ 
a\i9i  who  may  say  unto  hiim,  What  d9est.  t^ouj?  M»j;, 
F  Veil tufe— -will  the  ^solemnity  pfji  sero^ii  ^oyi;, 
Iri6,  on  this  , occasion,  to  mention. the  ^tjf^ry.^iptf  ji 
ge»bd  iH'anV  who  had  a  wild  and  wicked  stQct^^.w.bQm 
iielthfer  tearsi  nor  entreaties,  npr  thrf^^tenjngih  QQmW,. 
rdolaiita*  When  he  was  upon  ;his^dtatb-*l)^^  bej^eft' 
it-as  i|is  dying  charge  tp  his  soij^'  and  |g^vp  hiipj^^l^,^ 
an'-estkte  expVessly  'uppn  this  conc^itipp,  tb^^  |p^,  > 
shtJufd  speiicl^^^^^^  toVr;  every  day  ip:  bis/  c\<)^^ 
alon^.  /iTBe^  di?d  •.  and  th^  n^j^j  jia^.^  |b^^^^^ 

ycftlft^ jE>rodr^^^  thaft  lose  l|i§  (c^^tul|^^,^s^^^^,j 

hittisjelif  u^.    fiuf  what  an  age  d]d  tbV* fir^  ba^^ 
aeemf  fifdw  impatrently  did  he  count  tbesIowHOOYt  ^^ 
ing minutes;   and,  as.^oon  a%  fy^:,^^^J Yf^^j^ 

^ojtteft'mes^lie  y^^^       Jjpcnd  %  tiqafi.  j^  ^ftfpg,.4^^^ 
8omSfin\esIn;n(^^  t^is^odcj  cpni^mai^ <  of  b^^ 

fathir^.  *^'*  What  could  ^e  m^^ 

be^db  to  tniiik  J :      ne  was  ajrways  .  a  kiqd  and  lA^^  c 
dulgeat  parent :    he  could  never  design  to  vex  me« 


by 

w 

Hr«r^d\1ii -obeaieace  tp  the  will:  fud  at  \engp^^^^ 
^feji^fl  6r(idt6  give  his  miqcl  such  a  th(Mi|;hjfuj[^}^ 
th^t'tfe  caineto  long,  for  t|;ie  clpset  jiaff  fip  Jiour^tjM 
'much  as  formerly  he  dreaded  it  f  and  ^^  led  pa^ 
frofih  rtep  lb  step,  till  he  became  a  serious  %q4^^x^ 
emplary  Christian..  ;.,,.•' 

'Now  God  bath  as  positively  enjoined  this  dMty,pi^ 
^bmoraning  iVithyour  pwn  hearts,   on  §vejy  oms^^qf 
fty^ii-^'^  Rxamide  yourselves  ....  prove  yQUT^qyv,^ 
selves.     Know  ye  not  your  own  selyes,.how.  t^at 
Jesns  Christ  is  in  you ^  except  ye  be  ''ep^rqba^?" 
^^'Cor.'Xiii.  5.)     "  But  let  every  man  prqvei  h i^  9^1^ 
^^^^/'(GaL  vi.  4.) And  in  o^any other pjaces  ofliyec 
import.     It  is  not  unlikely  but  that,  when/yop  firsit' 
ahemptthia  duly,  you  mjay  be  ^8  much  at  a  Ig^,*, 
«aft^  £ts  much  averse,  as  the  young  man^JustJjjQyjr." 
spoken  of :  but  then,  like  him  too,  (liinl^  fjfith  vQifr. 
»^ves,  *  why  did  God  command  me  to  c^mpW 
Vrtli  my  own  beprt?    He  is  infinitely  w^ 

AhTtely  good:  I  am  sure,  therefore,  .bis  DreceDta^^ 
concerning  all  tbmgs  mM^t  be  rigl^.^  If  j[,^^^  ,jp^,^ 
pcnrceit^  6'ny  great  occasion  for  it^^t  QO  na^  ^V\^^ 
but'A^dcfe^/  'It  is  his.  wifi  ;  and  therj^ore,  totae, ^ 
B^h^it."  T  ;wfll  now:t,^ip;:to;;cc»ni,^  yf}j^;^^ 

^.  The  ibiiig itself^s  feasonal&le.  .  ,  *  . -.  !',','"*^'  "/ 
Wfcat'caiibe  nio^e'rea$onai)1e,  tbaaf6r!a  maa  to  ^^ 
he  pnf^p^ny  cbn^eri^ed  a]tK)ut  bis  own  »6^l  and 


'irtigta?  If  ^  pereottv^ho  had.  etpbarl^ed  Wfio  «c«( 

teosiWfntkiiifeM.  whfeh  required  cjqse  ^QA  QOOatant  ^[ 

Mppfic^mJ  mvAdMhixdly  ever, at  fom^ffi'? 


^»vkASiW^yUlnith!Pill:eii^>i0y  fei(ii,#ldr^^ 
^^bei^Hfiiliwkifar  neglected^  whikt|«Qiiikley<Mjo41 

AMdUld  It  be^for  oft  to « be im{ierti»eQtly;-|irS!?n^  }^ 

l6^tH€rfiieD^s4iiewt8; white  wendvevcoiotDiitoeiwkb^rfW 

<>Wff*^^  Consfdent.  h  IS  outo^ira  beaiftti^r-it  pfME^K^ja 

l$iflt\^f^p9M  of  onrselTefr'^yea^'  our  vevy  $e\y^.     AaA 

18  there  4iiat  in  the  world  Which  it  ^qjunIly^OMlMn^ 

^u^fo^hei  acquainted  with  ?    I£  we  tfts  ^diligmt/  AAfl 

IftttMil'in  thia  duty*  we  oucaelveatshaU  jrfif>tl}e.b«i- 

«lfefitiof  it !   if  w^  aoe  negligent  «tid  gaji^lepa^  -it  iivtU 

^'to^«ir  oWD^coat,  perhapatoottPOwa^eajtoMfttmi. 

<W4}i^t  ha«re  we  reaaon,  and  underetaiidiiQg«.|Ui|d  e^n- 

H»ci)etieef<Mr,  but  4o  qualify  ua  to  keep  up  a/  o^p^fQn- 

)tfioM}oii  •andi  ednidapondeAee  with  God  and  Aur  qi|Ffi 

4yeaFt8'?:-  The^eserciaeiof  this  duty. ia the  very  fttoef 

yrftl^yipfection  of  ^'oiir  rational  heing«  titiia  thj^eteh* 

'^isveteriatiead  diatfHjntton  of  a  dBBn  froAv  e  bmt^/^o 

^sbe^afbte'tiyrteaeipi'and  reflect,/  and  debptfe  fMttoia 

-ivilAfihhi  4M«n  aodL  ^^  Man  <  that  ia  i»  hoootir^  tMd 

^riiei^teddoth^btv  ialike;the  beaaia  that  p^rygka' 

-'^all^n^ixJei;)  '^^  Rleaiefiiiber  thisy  a«d  atKMV  ^MiTr 

^dVei^m^iff  bring  it  again  to  mind;  O  je^trAntgnift 

:«ow;'^":(l«3ii./'xlah*8.')'^'    ^         '  •       ■•  *  ■'  -  niK^;,j5 

'--'i^l  it4sft)dteti1yieiM6liabk[j  but  dUfdl^j tuft  :mic 

^ -'^Wi^  i>@ftf>Kt  ttxeoframoh  «cqiiai«l«rce^/jy%fLi  mfcy 

>'bd  ofteil  md  iduinh  in  thehr:n>aKp8iayv>  b¥iL<wotbe 

-''ApoiCleteyain  Mf^^tfaefeaa^iyolirjtonteg^ together 

niay4>e  dotlbr  tfaebetter^^bot/finrtherniMfaQ^d  Amr 

'  eviit'  ddtniituhicatbn^*  inliy  *comlpttr  yodrrgeod  tmam^ 

'iihf^.^'^  Bm  tdiiiiiitlhhig' with  ^hr  Dvan^faeattafiil  not 

«ie]s£ly  IntiidKc^rvbat^ii^         •*  It  ^^haiiflBaby^ail* 

V«iftdg«fif'fitt#adit)g  U;  ^  Bar  Maini|ilBoi> 


.JIi]i«/i9«.D         ^On^SklffamiAnifm. 


^m 


^dh^«^Hi»dI  eke  de^rilt^^  fikt&pi^<>Ms9iAu^fmr^yHT^kf 

>Wd' 5ciWri^tr«8j  •  therefore,  V  if  ri/.timMv«i!Qdn4m  «tb«r 
A^alU«^i#- piirfMMe,  inwrld  kaep  usjOiMifOfi  hiMrin'ii 

^^mtftfl^lsx  of  timet  tbe  Kttl^'ratervak  betWMn.  one 
^uty  anddtiotlien  ^  ft  woiiM'ptevcbttiniicbr-iQfru^pl 

'tiior^  at  luMtM^«  ^  Wben^ te&'fooadk  :9odif&c^ijl  4i^ 

WMh'6^^<)^n'beftrtBfMq'^io^QdllOSt  we fJioiiiid bib 

l^tt  ^d4^G««ftf'to^  -to6fa  foriaiylr  |M^       tbe  i«pNit6 /#f 

Dur  n^^lgMbaiKSt^^lt '  waqld  se^iir^^m  i  frqvA  'iQaoy  ^of 

'^I'tte  sflSHres  wbiob  the  vorM  JaoH^^MIoffc^  ^;Q|r(tiJkiiig. 

tf^me  t<^^ointfMina  with  our- hnfrta'AbouCt         ^0 

^fihnu4d''  Mtbe  gjE>«  oAdn  ooad  -seaslty  >^iettliH%kf]ffiiifl 

'dv^bi5me^--4t  wcmld'  malce  o^iminEr^lfreti  andijttfidy 

^iu'  Umm-  tj^briMisin'  w^Uu  i  •£ jr:  ilieqpmBt  r  ooiMMiiibig 

iirltb  OQr Qt>wii  heartgy  they-'tvduld  ibmeilMa  ^^poiita^ 

'  BV^itd stray:  ^^^ofiitd  ptef(»ivej^eifiAt«diie^ 

HMk  a^ry  Mbei^lsav  the*  c%fat  b^nd  0r  tbtifefti,.  and 

>^|(iOiinbrii^  bAclt^tfae  ^aiidi9i»re  ;to< '.GodHM4/>dHt^ 

i^ain. — It  bas  a  tendency  als<>Hto;iiiid(dfftlt;tbrk<l3^ 

and  fruitfdi'iObmtibQs.^  OrdtpantM  ^ftoietit^iUinot 

vdai:  i^7we:>iiidb»Hiqyitad. iimMf  in^^-mmf|l /^tafpten 

t>€Jf  eiy  jdAjryi  ae*ih^aaaietariSo  inatiyf  iif  rMfHift ;. ,  VfiKAf 

YSiri^'Sei^ei^atbiDk  tifoth^^afteiM^aidsfiii^^bs  ^tMinfftit 

tdia  aeRk)9«ia^7.bywW0•t^ro5t$rf  aolP^^il^YQ^ 

-aeed  iaoofgnTba^  mil  thn  t^ 

toa  toan^tliiM/toidiseati  A^lkzf  <€kMM*itHii«£with4i(yr 
-Icovi^flMariaiis  tike  weteiwgilSifi)8|eedvi^<3h9^^«l^^ 
^3(90|d>i*i^tberltatiBfa|iinBM)ia(ftf  paiiri9bmmlj8iid,|r<kyBiyb, 


l^im,  find  tnM  «vliofe  ddightii  w  cfae-lMnQf ftte 

^^t,  *'  shall  be  Me  «ttnM  planted  bj^  tli»  tinn  of 
Urafer,  thtt^nriogetli  fortk  his^wt  in  kiaMUOO }  W» 
leaf  alM  shall  not  wither  ;  md  whateoerer^ia  dotttk^ 
ihatt  i^raaper/'  ' 

• '4.  it  19  not  only  «iaeftiK  but  MMMir/. 

Without  it,  we  can  know  aotlmig  aa  wa  ouglit 
to  know^  we  con  ^6  noching  as  we  ooght  to  daw  -'  It 
la  oecesaary  to  a  right  knowledge  of  ouraelf ea  !««- 
dcrr  particular  state  and  character:  w bather  we  aio 
aaints^  or  sinners :  'children  of  thia  world,  ^r  childmi 
of  light:— our  particular  and  predonioant  twnpar: 
whetht^r  we  are  moat  eaatly  aUured,  or  Mghteiii  Ank 
duty,  or  to  it  :-M:pur  partioakr  foibles  and*  follieas 
Mf  wants  an(} -weaknesses.  All  this  ia  neeeaaary  to 
be  known  ;  but  it  never  can  be  knows  withocit 
communing  with  our  own  hearts,  and  making  dili* 
gefit  search.  ~ 

It  4a  necessary  also  to  a  right  performance  of  all 
the  Tariotts  dtitiea  we  owe  to  God,  or  4u¥  fi^fow- 
creatures.  How,  for  trample,  can  we  pray  in  laitii^ 
or  even  in  sincerity,  without  this  communion  ^  if 
we  do  not  commune  with  our  beaits,  whether  we 
want  pardon  w^  purity,  or  quickeiiing  or  comYbrt,* 
bow  can  we,  how  dare  we,  pray  <br  any  of  theae 
things?  If  we  do  not  commune  with  ouf- own 
bedrtd,  how  can  we  hear  the  word  with  satiafiic^iMi 
and  delight }  If  we  attempted  to  apply  any  tiart49 
c^rselves,  we  might  iay  hold  on  a  premiae,  wheH' 
Che  threatening  rather  belonged  totfs.  It  la' neeea*^ 
sary  to  our  right  preparedneaa  for,  and  actMl  oM^ 
dftrgcring  all  the  changes  and  trials  of  l^ia  ^td^edi 
World.    Cotnarani^  with  oar  own  4Marta  wibalMar' 


fted  within  them,  ao^  piWs  perish,  ''m-HJ^^'Vaai 
M9a|^<«ili mImuIiiI  JB tfai*  dvty*!    n  jtiJ  ,  nwonH   xf 

V.  '  U^w  mwt   we  eomnraM  yritkilsUfinfiV^j 
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«nd  things  of  dpub^l  and 

with  ounelves :  matters  of  infinite  and  everla9|ii)|[ 
•tfiow.  f  Xo  mlk  of  the  love  of<}od  the  Ftther, 
tlwi<frM»^^lir  Lo^rd  Jefu«h Christ,  |:be  commonipo 
toll  fi^Howship  of  the  Hoty  Ghost,  the  vsnity  of  the 
WQtfklt  the  preoipimesB  of  timet-  the  possible  neaiy 
Oess.^detlb)  and  the  certainty  of  judgmeat— to  talk 
•f  sttobsiibjectswitha  ffothy  splrifc,  were  highly  un* 
keoomitilg.  Wesiipttld  have  thought  it  utterly  impoa- 
•ibletdOf  if.  df^Uy  t>hser^vation  did  not  convince  us>that 
Mie  tottgue  sod  the  heart  go  not  always  together.  The 
oaeofton  epetke- what  the  other  never  feels :  so  that 
41  IS  notwonrlypossibie,  but€omQQK>n«  to  speak  of 
tin,  asd'deaib,  tpd^jtidgment,  aod  tiell  too,  with  a 
«iaila ;  aa  if  men  Jiad  iiothiiigte  do  with|  or  qodii9|f 
4o.fear  ffOQi*  l>he9e;iaQQ9entoMa  rmlitiM. 

But  if  tbesub^4t%.thvms^T^s  wiU  not  make  yo^i 
iMtious,}  thMk  <ti  (Spd's  presence.  If  you  were  to 
ooevtefse  w4tha?A»)eiid  in  the^  presence  of  the  king, 
3fH>u  ^o'uld tfet ^  y.  welch  upon  the  door. e^ your 
jipsv  yoit  would,  sqfipeak  nothing  but  the  words  of 
truth  ttid  sobesness^'  and  you  would  take  care>:tbat 
your ^wAofo  tlepwtment :  should ;  be^  grave  aad  ;Ba* 
fiattB.  Yet  M^iat  le  the  greiitesjL  piinc^  ^n  efftli, 
totha'^Uesdedand  only  Pbteialati^  tjpe  Kjkis  i^f 
king^i  aadalJ6rd«f  lof^?'^  who  kno««  iM^^  on^ 
what  you  ^akv  btff  what  you  thiuli;  ifid.nql  09^ 
hears,  bu  t  fmoiids  it  m«eh(  rn^tp  ,$t^wt«B^r^^  4 
judgieiftoyifi^iniii^^atii/lriil^f  ye«  vrere^hua  to 
aetiGad^rtid4ii(%mfM  alfrsjfs  hefoDS  you»  ^wpukt 
fMveatvmMhr  of^bat  icarelM«neea  and  t^tng^olP 


S£R».Hfl^.]       mi^gofima^ifhiiiii^  ^ 


•  •"«'H]^g^ii^iM>r  Bdi«fii''''siay\«  Sotbtton,  «%>flM 
%ttMdI&  af  Ybe '  Lotd;  s^Afelring  l(IUth«oiMrt»t*^«tl 
%Ctire  t>bny/"  (Prdv.  xx.l^I.)  'Ivia  ttie  6«mbiil  &fl4 
tfce  faett  0f  ittatiy,  to  give  atiaMy  gfodOe'iato'ttetr 
^eartSj-aska  few  genei^l  ^oetribftS,-^  anfd- ^bcn-' ?go 
-^^ay:     But  communing  wifb  ottfOtim  iiKiR0aA» 
^uTTi^  longer  tiinfe  and  clo^r  ettMittoo.'    iit'(i»>oo^ 
^^  I  h&ve  observed  before,  an  ^be'fdeotd  $0hlte|' « 
^^  pass  (Hne  aladtbei' la  a  tnw&i   bot  iti»  m  <«* 
"^i^it,  a  meeting  by  ihppbSrifniMt,  an  kour-nii^ca^ait 
'on  purpose  for  private,  seriotts  and  p«ititatttr  eoi^ 
'versation.     * Tbou  teitest  ni6,  O  my  ctotil/ that  att  n 
tSivell;  but  I  cannot  bis  easily  satltBedt    H«w  warit 
under  such  «tt  affilcCion,  or  under  such  a '  tem'plll* 
tion.briii  sdch'ii'dutyt  Wto'I  fts  hombk.'or  as 
ipatfeiii, '  or'  as  circumspect,   or'  as  4iiigtnt,-  ««^f 
-ought?'  Ood  v»4fl' bHbg  ievery  'vrMk  iaito  jisdgnewo: 
■itU  Vhy' desire  to  act  in -Hke'6af!lbe'«KttfQer/*-^iClr'> 
'out'tKIs,  ^'  tAny  d^eA  spbak  t(r  our  heart*, 'but frb 
•shdir'tievSif' ^et  atif  USisail  inftrmatioa.'    Wtf'im^ 
-se^e '  M  e^F,'1>^uto  VHSf  ldok>  HM  ^oireailly  'fax  it ; 
•t(n'dbeeaui^''«irli'<#d0  «vil"#e  may  ikiuk  that  ttem 
^$«  driiR4$ :  %ted  i^lMy  df4-^(.thaa  wlwoh  » Woreateplo- 
'tratSte^aaellleftr'ciifalM  p'osnbly  b«>*^il8byp  mamo^ 
"gdbiH'ib^fhe  worlO,  (Mings'  ^  Beacdi  ItetM^^  wHcn 
%dddi§niin8'»V^ffeAlflg<d6<ttifcfio«lnt  ftcatr  ( <^^'  ? 

'>'  '3;  -BS't^oltftts  )A-con«lMit«g«v#lth  jttMtlMftirtji;'  r 
t  "Thehsis  ¥  mt(M4lebMV«rdiidif«l»-4oi^'fliift'0»H<fM 
<^nd  cfbsi  b<mv«ni(tt0W.-^'<«'4  brile^o  flM  «vfevy  «m^ 
Wi^tki^lt@iip#1i,  4i)idbHt(«toMirif«4^«ttfltoiltj;    W^ 
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5(!4  On  Selfieammtmi^.        [  Sshh  . 

may  speak  to  our  hearts,  and  speak  again  r  but  they 
.  may  give  us  no  answer:  conscience  is  sometimes 
fast  asleep,  and  nothing  that  is  said  can  rouse  it  into 
sensibility.  This  is  a  wry]  dangerous  state,  how 
much  soever  some  are  pleased  with  it;  and,  foolishly 
mistaking  stupidity  for  approbation,  take  encou- 
ragement hence  to  say,  *  All  is  well/  Besides, 
when  our  hearts  give  an  answer,  it  is  not  always  to 
be  depended  upon :  ^'  for  the  heart  is  deceitful  above 
all  things,  and  desperately  wicked.*'  He,  there* 
ibre,  who  trusteth  his  own  heart,  is  a  fool ;  for  it 
is  now  as  apt  to  deceive,  and  to  be  deceived,  as 
ever.  If,  therefore,  you  would  commune  with 
your  own  hearts,  you  must  be  resolute: — *  O  my 
soul,  I  must  have  an  answer :  I  can  Qot  let  thee  go 
till  I  have  obtained  satisfaction. 

But  it  is  not  only  iu  getting  an  answ^  that  reso* 
lution  is  necessary,  but  also  in  examining  whether 
the  answer  be  true.  If  you  hearkeu  to  any  thing, 
and  take  only  what  is  uppermost,  which  is  usually 
a  gilded  show,  you  do  but  teach  your  hearts  to  de- 
ceive ;  and  if  you  ^be  so  easily  imposed  upon,  you 
will  never  want  impostors.  You  should  therefore 
resolutely  pursue  your  first  question  : — >'  O  my  soul, 
I  am  jealous  over  thee  with  a  godly  jealousy.  Th<Hii 
rayest-^  Peace,  Peace:'  but  art. thou  sure  that  it 
rests  upon  a  solid  frandation  }  Did  God  ever  say, 
**  Thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee  ?"  If  I  be  at  peace 
with  God,  what  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  ? 
There  was  that  particular  sin,  which  once  did  easily 
beset  me  :^-thou  wast  at  one  time  greatly  delighted 
with  it ;.  and  it  was  not  without  the  greatest  dtft- 
Oilty  that  thou  didst  at.  last  consent  to  let  it  got— 
didst  thou  never  call  it  back  ?  is  it  still  in  eiule  ?  I 


Sbrm.  S8.J        On  SB^^eommunian^  ^ 

must  kDOw :  forif  there  be  within  thee  any  thing 
of  this  kind,  thy  cry  of  '  Peace/  is  all  a  delusion/ 

You  may  think  that  there  can  be  no  great  diffi- 
€H]lty  to  find  out  this;  but  if  ever  you  attempt  it  in 
earnest,  you  will  find  that  vigorous  resolution  is 
i^ecessary. 

I  only  add,  commune  with  your  hearts, 

4.  Rightly. 

Take  care  that  you  do  not  judge  of  youiiselves^ 
by  a  false  measure.  Weigh  your  actions  and 
thoughts  in  the  balance  of  the  sanctuary ;  ^'  For  W6 
dare  not  make  ourselves  of  the  number,,  or  com* 
pare  ourselves  with  some  that  commend  thenw 
selves:  but  they,  measuring  themselves  by  them* 
Selves,  and  comparing  themselves  among  them« 
selves  are  not  wise  ;'\  • .  '^  for  not  he  that  commend* 
etb  himself  is  approved^  but  whom  the  Lord  com* 
-mendeth."'  (S  Con  x.  13,  18.)  It  is  very  common  for 
those  who  have  communed  a  little  with  their  hearts^ 
to  look  abroad  into  the  world ;  and,  finding  some 
who  are  worse  than  themselves,  they  pride  them- 
selves on  their  comparative  goodness* .  But,  instead 
of  looking  at  others,  we  should  examine  the  law  and 
the  testimony,  for  that  will  be  the  rule  of  the  judg^ 
ment  of  God.  ^  O  my  soul^  let  othera  be  as  bad  or 
as  good  as  they  may,  what  is  that  to  thee,  if  there 
be  but  one  text  in  the  Bible  that  condemns  thee  ?' 
Always,  therefore,  commune  with  your  hearts  with 
the  Bible  in  your  hands^*-*!  mean,  always  have  it 
ready,  that  if  any  difficulty  occnr  you  may  refer 
to  it  to  decide ;  and  let  its  decisions  be  final;  for 
where  the  word  of  God  is  clear  and  positive,  w« 
Aeed  not  look  fiir  a«y  further  evidence.      ^*  And  tm 


iiiy  of  you 

4nih  your  oWn  hearth,  and  fliat  you  wifl  dto  it  wiW 
ilmre  wgularity  andsaccesd.  \  wish  1  cbuW  ho^ 
t|ie  sinie  of  ^11 V  b«t  I  must  not  be  so  wiogalti^t' 
sbfiae,  notwithstanding  aU  t\)at  ha«  beeli  saiti,  Art 
s^rangera;  and  will  continue  stratigert,  to  tbemi 
^fves.  You  care  fbr  none  of  these  things;  Yoti* 
^.e  not  pleased  with  any  thing  so  keriotis.  Yotf 
artTaUfor  action,  and  havfe  deithfei*  tfrtife  not  IncH-: 
nathm  for  sotref' reflection.  It  wouW  irtake  yooc 
fflelsthchoiyr— Yes;  that  is  the  cause.-^Btit  I  attf 
tlrily  persuaded,  that  the  principal' reaaaii  *ittf 
nianyV  if  n6t  with  most,  is  this,  thdt  they  ar«j 
aftaftf.^  '^If  ^ydti^  are  determined  to  hearken  to  tiCk* 
thing  that  woulrfwke  yoti  unhappy;  t^vbbW^^^a^ 
vise  you  to  keep  to  your  resolutioa»  and  never  go 
back  from  it  upon  any  account.  When  Death 
comes,  all  pale  and  ghastly^  and  requires  your 
souls  at  your  hands,  do  not  regard  him ;  but 
calmly  say  to  him,  ''  Go  thy  way  for  this  time, 
and  when  I  have  a  convenient  season  I  will  send 
for  thee."  When  reg'TCFcIiangel  blows  the  trum- 
pet, and  calls  to  you  in  your  graves,  *^  Arise,  ye 
dead,  and  com^  to  judgment,''  do  not  r^rd 
him ;  but  calmly  say,  '^  Yet  a  little  more  sleep,  a 
little  more  slumber,  a  little  more  folding  of  tbe 
hands  to  sleep."  When  Christ  calls  to  you  by 
name,  '^  How  is  it  that  I  hear  this  of  th«?  give 
an  account  of  thy  stewardship ;''  do  not  regard  him; 
but  calmly  ask  him,  ^  Who  made  thee  a  prince  or 
ajudgeovej  us?'— What  say  ye,  my  friends?  do 


Is  iliig^^  ^^t|^r^  thc^,  ito^.,bear  .what  your  hearts  will 
*^rrW(W  ^  1.^  ^^  ?^t  bettor  to  set  apart  an  hour  this 
^im^  %  .»hi?  purpOTp  ?  What  if  they  should,  ;m 
K?j*ffb[y  .tJ^ejf  iif^y,  «pbraid^yov..wit^>our,fon 
fo5 Jbgv^i^  lived, t\yenty>t)iii^y,.fprty,  pV  fifty  veai#. 
i^  jhe^ytrprld,  and  n^vcr  tnkeq  optica  pt  therjii  before  ?^ 
Fail  ^fpfe  t^  c^ensurei  iK:knowled|[e  and  lameat 
fjb/^  inelaiichQly  f^ ;  4nd  cap  ju^on  your  s^uls,^  and> 
all  that  isu.nrithjip  ypu,  to  bl^ss  God^  who  has  ^pare<i 
yOM  9ndr>di9ppsf d  yoQ.^QOw  to  self-esamination*— It 
3[pU;Cpi|ia)^ine.wi^  your  own  b^^s^  Qod  may  coin*. 
IP qne  also  with  you;  and  you  know  not  to  what 
l)les9ed«  jirhi^t  hpnourable^  what  diyioe  friendships^ 
th.is  acq^aifltaDce  with  yourselves  niay  af  length,  xwk 
trodiice  ypu.— "  Keep  your  hearts  with  all  ^iU^fl^Pc;^^ 

for  out  of  them  are  the  issues  of  Uf^/' 

^■- »    •••   -        *  -'    ..,»»'     '  '■  •  V .  •  It.* 
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SERMON  XXIX.  ^ 

THK   CHRISTIAN   HUSBAKPMAK^ 


The^  thai  soiv  in  tears  shall  riap  in  Joy ^ 

Well  might  the  Apostle  say,  "  If  in  this  life 
only  we  had  hope,  we  were  of  all  men  most  mise« 
f-able/'  If  this  vexatious,  tearful,  sinful  world  were 
a)l  we  had  to  expect,  we  might  well  inquiret 
^^  Wherefore  hast  thou  made  all  men  in  vain  Y*  If| 
after  all  our  difficult  and  dangerous  encounters  in 
thi^  religious  war,  there  were  no  hopes  of  peace;  if, 
after  all  our  works  of  faith  and  labours  of  love,  there 
were  no  hopes  of  rest ;  if,  after  all  our  darkness  and 
gloom,  there  were  no  hopes  of  light ;  if,  after  all 
our  pains  and  expence  in  sowing,  there  were  no 
liopes  of  harvest;  .  what  a  drudgery  were  human 
life !  Who  would  wish  to  live  long  ?  especially, 
who  would  meddle  with  religion  ?  who  would  sub- 
init  to  the  humbling,  painful  precepts  of  Christi- 
anity ?  who  would  undertake  to  wrestle  against  flesh 
and  blood,  principalities  and  powers,  and  spiritual 
wickednesses  in  high  places,  if  the  king  of  terrors 
could  rob  '  them  of  the  things  which  they  had 
wrought,  and  deprive  them  at  once  of  triumph  and 
exif^tence?  If  this  were  possible,  what  a  gloom 
would  it  throw  over  the  brightest  scenes  of  life,  and 
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iiehat  an  additional  horror  would  it  give  to  the  dark 
Valley  of  the  shadaw  o^death-!  We  should  sorrow 
for  them  that  are  asleep,  as  those  that  have  no  hope, 
We  should  weep  Over  iheir  graves,  and  shudder  at  our 
awn^  asthe  dungeons  wherein  they  and  we  dhall  perish 
in  everlasting  oblivion. — But  this  is  not  possible* 
Life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light  by  the 
Gospel;  and  Christ  himself  is  risen,  the  first  fruits 
of  them  that  ^leep  ;  and  by  his  resurrection  hath  con* 
quered  death,  and  him  that  had  the  power  of  death, 
and  given  a  pattern  and  pledge  of  the  resurrection 
of  all  his  faithful  followers :  -so  that  now  we  can 
look  above,  and  beyond,  the  present  state  of  tumult 
and  labour,  to  a  state  of  divine  tranquillity  and  joy ; 
where  they  that  mourn  now,  shall  be  comforted; 
where  they  shall  have  given  them  "  Beauty  for 
ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the  garment- 
of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness  ;"  or,  in  the  lan« 
guage  of  the  text,  where  *^  they  that  sow  in  tears 
shall  reap  in  joy." 

I.  I  shall  endeavour  to  illustrate  the  propriety  of 
the  metaphor. 

II.  Show  whence  it  id  that  many  Christians  sow 
in  tears. 

HI.  What  .connection  there  is  between  sowing  in* 
tears  and  reaping  in  joy. 

IV.  When  this  joyful  harvest  may  be  expected. 
We  are, 

i.  To  illustrate  the  metaphor. 

It  is  certainly  a  metaphor  of  which  the  Scriptures 
make  frequent  use  ;  and,  indeed,  there  are  many 
circumstances  in  which  the  resemblance  is  stron^t 
and  striking.  The  husbandman  has  a  great  variety 
of  work  before  him  j  every  season,  and  every  day, 
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itn  the  6^W,  ploughii^g^  dxe^iwg,  sQwi^g^il^fnxc^ 
jqg»  weeding:  «ometimeft,M|  the  C)irefe«r4,5<^ls^^tij^ 
pruning, grafting:  sfprnettm^  io.  thf^^^f^riic}  i^|ir^ 
ingaoci  winnowing :  sometimfiH  in.tbe|ngrJcet»^.|^j^T 
log  ftod  aelling;  each  of  wbich,  i°^-'j<l  M»F^  VI 
important  and  neoe^aary..    And  so  it  ia  with  ^ 
Christian:  he  has  duties  in  the  clpaeti  4^M^in^i)(( 
faQuly»  duties  in  the  cjiurcb^  duties  in  the  WjCM4<i^ 
duties  peculiar  to^  every  eonditiw  s^d  relatij^n  ii) 
)ife«.  .Jt  would  cf^rry  us  too  far  fipm  o^rpc^sqc^l 
purpose^  to  consider  at  large  all  the  par|iGulap  19 
which  the  Christian  and  the  ^uahfcndman^i^eKiphL^ 
jsaeh  other:  our.le&txonlines  us  to  thatof  aowiqg^ 
And  here  also  it  were  esj^  M^  strike  out  serefal  i|^ 
ataiice9»  wfaicb^  if  we  had  time,  it  might  be  lejitern 
taining.  and,  useful  to  cpnalder.    For  example:  .yfi^ 
curder  to  sou^ifig,  the  ground  must  be  broke?  up  ^4 
preparei^:  for  should  the  husbandman  scatter.. the 
9kOQl  valuably  grain  upon  the  bar4  and.  u||tui|qed 
surface,  it  would  be  entirely  lost :  and  so  is  eveQr 
thing  that  sinnje^  4o«,tiJ|  they  ari^  renewe4,  Uf  !^^ 
apirit  of  jtJiieirinincis;  till, the  Lord  ba^th  taken  w^ 
the  heart  of  stopei  aud  giv^n  th^m  au,  beart  oi^|f^§« 
-*- Again:  the  bi^st  seed.ppvst  be.>?l?os^i».;,  ^^^Si^ 
as  a  man  sows,  so  shall  healso  rej^p^;  ifhes^^^jp^l 
be  cannot  expect  to  reap  wheat.     So,|  j^  f^jgijpB^ 
'Vhe  that  soweth  to  the  flesh,  shfili  o^t^.^gs^^jfeiip 
Mrruption  ;  but  he  that  spw^b.  tp  f he  Sj^rjt^  ij^ 
of  the  Spirit  r^ap  life  evecla8tipg/'---Purthp)^;^j^ 
the  husbandman  takes  care,  not  only  to  cast_gQS|^ 
seed  into  his. grQUMida  ^u'  ^lao  aows  af^m>^^8  tie 
ground  will  take;  knp wing  tbat  ^', b^  fW^^i^^^^ 
Vari««>y>  sMl  reap,,^so  si^iiiglyy\,%g^  "  W^\ 
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{>r&y  f6  b^'fiAeA  witfr  ^s^SpYiiU  dftd  to  be  ^fi^tAit 
iA'^e!y*g66U^ork.-^--AgaFnr  sowing  fs  ineffeetiidl 
fifilA'otll  ie&senaUe  wealter.  There  tMy  bfe  the 
liiost  fttftite  soil,  the  "most .  )>roinisil)g  aeed,  and  th« 
didst  sinfol  maniflgettient  $  and  Vet,  if  the  heaven^ 
he  ad  brass,  the  earth  %rill  be  j^s  iron.  So  o^ltbet 
iMrill  ctir  itiodtYig;erroi]^effi>fts  ill  religion  beauebess^ 
farbf^atrhg,  wltbbuf  diiTme  inllueiices.— ^Add  to 
til  tfiiid,  that^  aft^r  ttie  jeed  is  sown,  tbere  must  b^ 
patient  ^vahing  4br  t%e  biinrest.^^In  all  tfa^^se  parti^ 
o>tf1itfs^')he  Obristiafi-  life  resemblea  the  work  of  the 
btisbahdtt^ri  t  and  the  metaphor  represevits  thenii^ 
cesstty  of  deep  eanvidion,  great  diligence,  humble 
dependance/ and  unwearied  perseTerance*--'* It  were 
easy  to  enlarge  hefe ;  but  our .  text  lenda  tis  to  t»« 
i^uire,    ^ 

^  IT.  ll^hefnce  it  is  that  many  Christians  slow  in 
tears.  •     '' 

-'  It  is  said  of  the  wicked,  that  tbey  klrow  nd  obanges^ 
KeillheV  are  th^  in  trouble  like  other  men ;  and 
it  is  the  lot  of  the  tightebos,  that  throogb  much  tr}<^ 
butation  they  must  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Ood«' 
Let  lis  enquire  into  the  reason  why  the  Christian  is 
dejected  and  sad,  When  the  world  aronnd  him  ii 
jjbcbnd'  and^giyl  To  help  us  in  thi^  itt^ry, '  let  us 
cbiif^'ider  wErat  it  is  that  inHkes  the  h\isbandmtin  sow 
ftf  teats;''  ^ong  inauy  teaaoiis,-  Wk^  tM"  folio w- 

■\  l.~'Uttniy  be  oWrng  to  tlid  baidn^  of  the  eoil. 
'•If  K6rf  thiB  fifit  nian*  ste'ned,  ("he  gtoUhd  in -gene- 
r&l  %irji»  'ciits€id  with  b«htimc»8.a8  tb  foo<|  jieed^ 
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and  made  to  bring  forth  thorns  and  thistles ;  so 
to  require  a  more  painful  application  to  till  and 
i^ress   it:  but  there  are    some  spots  much   worse 
than  others,  and  which  require  more  than  ordinary 
cultivation  before  they  be  in  any  tolerable  readU 
ness  for  seed.     A  fit  emblem   this  of  the  barren- 
9ess  of  human  nature  in  respect  of  holy  and  spi^ 
ritual  actionf?»  and  the  necessity  of  some  painful^ 
searching  work  within  !     ^*  The  natural  man  receive 
eth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God :  they  are 
foolishness  to  him:  neither  can  he  know  them,  for 
they  are  spiritually  discerned."    There  is  so  much 
stubbornness  in  the  heart  (naturally  deceitful  above 
all  things,  and  desperately  wicked,)   that  a  Cbri«* 
tian,  who  is  concerned  to  have  it  established  with 
grace,  cannot  but  be  grieved  to  find,  that,  after  all 
his  endeavours  to  root  out  sin,  it  will  spring  up 
again,  in  the  very  spot  which  he  had  laboured  so 
hard  to  cleanse.     No  wonder  if  he  sow  in  tears,  and 
go  forth  weeping,  bearing  his  precious  seed.     We 
may  suppose  him  lamenting  thus:— 'What  can  I 
expect  from  such  a  heart !  how  can  grace  thrive,  or 
live,  among  so  many  corruptions !  how  can  I  hope 
to  see  love,  joy,  peace,   long-suffering,  gentleness, 
ineekness,  temperance,  i^ith,  and  all  the  other  ami« 
able  and  useful  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  flourish  in  a  mind 
so  carnal !  I  must  acquit  the  alUgracious  Dresser 
of  the  vineyard ;  for  what  could  he  have  done  mora 
for  me  that  he  has  not   done  ?     I  have  been  long 
planted  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  watered  with 
the  richest  means:  goodness  and  mercy  htfVe  foK 
lowed  me  all  the  days  of  my  life;  and  I  bav^  been 
fed  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat.     Alas !  fny  tean« 
tiessi  my  leanness!    If  my* rocky  fcesfTt  is  at  mfjf 


ttme-  goftefied  and  meliprated  by  affliction,  and 
disposed  to  receive  and  encourage  divine  impres- 
flions,  a  gleam  of  sunshine  m^ke?  it  bard  again ;  n 
smile  from  the  world  revives  my  thoughtless  gaiety, 
and  blasts  the  hopeful  buddings  of  seriousness  and 
devotion.  Oh  that  God  would  take  away  this  heart 
of  stone,  and  give  me  a  heart  of  flesh !  Then  I 
might  hope  to  see  the  fruit  of  my  labours ;  then  I 
nigbt  grow  in  grace;  and,  like  other  Christians^ 
bring  forth  fruit  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  God  !' 

2*  The  inclemency  of  the  season. 
.    "  He  that  observeth  the  winds  shall  not  sow,  and 
be  that  regardeth  the  clouds  shall  not  reap."  If  the 
busbaodman  were  to  keep  the  field  only  in  fair  wea-» 
ther :  if  every  shower  drove  him  from  his  work  ;  if 
be  should  let  tlie  proper  seed  time  pass,  because  it 
rained,  or  threatened  to  rain  ;  and  were  either  to  sow 
unseasonably^  or  neglect  to  sow  at  all ;  he  must  in^ 
evitabiy  become  a  beggar ;  and  a  similar  fiate  awaittf 
the  ii^lent,  fair*weather  Christian.     We  are  not 
to  suppose  those  passages  antiquated :  ^'  We  must 
through  mutih  tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God"  (Acts  xiv.  i2S : )  '<  Yea,  and  all  that  will  live 
giodlyin  Christ  Jesus  shall  suffer  persecution''  (3  Tim, 
ill.  190    I  My,  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  these, 
md  many  other   texts    of  Scripture  of  the  like 
iffiport,  were  exolasively  applicable  to  the  Apos« 
ties'  days.     God  loves  to  try  his  people :  he  takes 
*^  his  fan  in  his  hand,  and  thoroughly  purges  hw 
floor."    He  puts  .them  to  the  test  (and  sometimes  it 
ie  fi  fiery  trial,)  to  see  of  what  kind  are  their  feith, 
hope,  love*  and  patience ;  and  if  genuine,  to  what 
d^n^e  they  are  improved.    He  lays  the  cross  ia^ 
m^it  way»  OB  purposis  to  see  if  fhey  will  cheerfully^ 
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df«N»d  <h>nK  MMl  lon'ir' ill'  'tr8tonif^-affd'«6tfi<i<4fbtii 

been  the  ciymequ«ti«eo<'-MveM  abfl  ■-•MMieiMNid^ii#> 
flictioM.—'Now;  as  no*  affli^^itforl  tM)  p|i6seiM4t 
|oyou«,  bot  gri^dus,  we.et^«mt»'\Nfii^b^etlHti(S^ 
Cfamtnm  sows  in  teara;  W«  my  sUfffOswidtiiisiyL 
lag.  *  How  shall  I  w>«ather«lidfa>*«lMrflii,<ai9i|Hti«M 
ny  vnik  *»  any'  purpotet  <<  Thbs^^blustcviiig  irtodi 
^R^itdar  vp'by  the  rootoiiny  i36«iriy«^at«d^eMl 
I'  have  4h«k  enGonragenumt  ti»-<S0W';«M(Mit=49(xl%. 
will  b«  iio»»  f'  he  faafb  set.  mer «i!o-iH>f k,-  «i4  (h^  tMA 
knows  •Whertieir  »an<sliritie  ov  nfo,  w4nitber'^i'M«| 
ocviehes,  h%dl«b  «f  ««ka6iis,-  wsrtiWbA^aiotir^ioy 

S.  Thetn«iKfceatfd«pp«siti<m<)9«Mmnte{>v'  i»r(b  'o 

Tfae^bttsbtAidAiaiV'gdeJtb  foMb  weeptbgV^ttCt  Ma^ 
«M  be'UdfT'ik^'^fai'  see  iMvds^^MtnUMC'  knP^ir«iy'tlM 
teddy  to  <de^6r"tbe  «ie4'te  -sottB'a»  evtet^  it  M^tii/V^ 
bi*  b&rii»^t(>  «ee  his  idve«eral«'eB!eakSr  ew4t^iiigAift 
0p|>6Aani(y  of^bis'tfbB^aKflb  dr  ilattMH^il/  #§>«»t 
tMM  «aieiiDg  b}i  v^trenti  ^'lS9oi^A6!^t ,V^'*^si^ 
««ai»taflMd,^lie  idw4ii-'tein^^">AM^  vmA*fi^i(i^&k 
he  is  a  lively  emblem  of  the  hambk^tSM^lAAii^^^lM 
has  reason  enough  to  cry  <bUt>/"^)E<M(Si'<lk>#%9e  «bey 
iMKN(»ed  %ftat3tMuble'^<*l«'  H«N»f<tifMl'^lM/  £ia> 
dM>ed<ffaw4tfl^/^bt>  d^BiiodMft^'Ib^it,'^  mmMif' 
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«iirii«iL.)ie«rt,i  ta'iind  lliH  bt'lm  neir  diffieMllie^rto 
^MpttnMr;H-».whefi  he  goes  Hrhh  tbe  adna'of 'God  t9 
j^resw^feinw^f  before  ille  Lord,  to  find  Sataii  4otB4 
al(i9<  apaor^  tima ;  ^nA  when  any  good  Med  dropt 
firom^b^  »o«er,  when  any  suitable  wotd  baa  been 
Bpokeoi  $tr«i^tway  to  have  the  wicked  ooe  come 
Mid  take  away  tbnt  which  was  sown  i or  his  heart) 
and  erase  the  very  femeanbranee  ofwhat  but ju^bo* 
Aire^had  given  him  so  much  pleasure ;'»to  goto  thd 
:table  r ^^  the  Lord  hungering  and  thirsting  after 
C^brint-aod^hisrigbteeiianeast  and  to  reeeiteoutof 
iHff^fitliktaa  evea  graee  far  grace;  and  yet,  before  he 
#fm«b«)i^  histreaauris  home,  lo  be  set  upon  by  a 
Ao¥i^  t^^vatn  thtvttgfats,  and  so  lose  the  tbiogs  which 
li«- bad  brought,  and  go  home,  not  mecely  robbed 
ai  b)a  •  odwiy-gotten-  comfort,  but  oppnsaed  wSth 
new  guilt;-— tb  see  bre^  joy,  pesce,  loi^ufferibg^ 
geiijkleiiess,-  tetuperancSi  faitbr  and  the  other  firoiti 
irnd  gmees  of  the  Spirit,  just  b^tuning  to  grow  and 
flourish  ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  observe  the  cMcs 
of  this  world,  the  deeeitfblQeaa  ^f  rieh^s^aad  bn  un« 
lold  multitude  of  weeds  and  corruptioM,  as  it  were 
a^iVvifig  torchosk*  the  good  se(ed»  and  render  it  amr 
<FwtfuU~-£y«ry  dhristian,  that  Jo«ka  weU  to :  the 
Atate.  of  bis  souJi^  and  m  al  a}l  eoac^ruefA  about 
ffowtb  iv.ijrsfM'  m^st  beid«iiply  4flbctedv.aiid(fai|b 
j0plys,leA»eot,?^bsl.<in.(he  present  stf|t%  beris  basse 
with  so  jUMy  Biwi>^udv:iavetei»t^  f#e6^«a..to^  Ims 

,r  4v  ^IW'^^ipi^lotmeiits..  -     ,  o-  ^^  ?  i 
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to  think,  tbttt  p#rhap0*  iM^juy  tiever  gather  it  i« 
9gain !     Afid  mu9t  it  nvt  be  equally  discouraging 
to  the  humble^  waitiii^,  lahorioua  Chmtiau,  to  see. 
the  barreoneis  of  bis  hearty  after  all  the  care  aod 
cultivatioD  bestowed  upon  it  1     To  have  been  ea 
many  ye»r9  in  God's  vineyard,  and  still  to  be  little 
better  than  a  cumberer  of  the.  gronad  1 — to  have 
sat  so  long  under  the  sound  of  the  Gos{i^U  and  to 
have  imbibed  no  more  of  its  spirit  and  temper  1-^ 
to  have  m^t  with  so  many  humbling  providence^ 
and  yet  to  be  so  vain>  proudt  9nd  stubborn !— *to 
have  had  so  many  proofs  of  God's  power,  grace# 
and  faithfulness,  and  yet  to  be  sp  fefurf4il  and  usbc« 
lieving  I — to  have  made  so  many  resolutions,  904 
yet  to  be  unstable  as  water  !*-*to  have  enjoyed  aci 
mdny  opportunities  of  fellowship  with  the  Father,  and 
with  his  son  Jesus  Christ,  and  yet  to  have  no  mon^ 
loye  and  bear  no  more  likeneps  tp  either  i-^^How 
exquisitely  humbling  and  painful  vmBt  sjich  lei^c^. 
lions  be  tp  an  aged  Christian ;  and   with  what  a 
heavy  heart  must  he  continue  serviees  which  have 
been,    to   appearance,    hitherto,   so  itpsncce^sful  I 
Who  can   wonder  if  he  go  forth  w^sping?      We 
may  \weli  imagine  him  thus  ccanplaining,  '  O  hoyi^* 
many  joyless  Sabbaths  have  I  known!  how  many 
joyless  sacraments   have   I   attended!^  bpw   manjL 
joyless  prayers  have  I  put ,  up  l-^ao4  I  8Pi  afiraid 
that  this,  which  I  am  now  eQ^^ieg  in,  may  in^ 
crease  the  number  of  them»— 4  dare  not  but  gp : 
aowing  is  my  duty;  the  increase  is  God's  gift*    { 
will  go  to  my  closet ;  I  will  gp  to  the  sanctuary;  I 
will  go  afny  where,  that  God  and  my  duty  call  me 
to ;  but  it  is  with  an  aching  heart.    I  hate  Jb^an  m 
often  disappointed.  lt|«t,  tbpiigb  my  dkitrtsMti  mt 
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.gt«iter»  my  /expectationi  inni^fi^ap  tJbiaQ^^ert  I  ^a^e^ 
afraid  that  this^dnty,  like  M  my  form^ ..ones^  wiU 
begin  aad  end  io  teacg;  :mnd  jlluit  I  sliiil.but  labour 
m  vam,  and  spend  «)y  streiig^  for  DOiigfa|.' 
,•  No^  CbrittiaBs;  yau  .aball  not  labour  .^i  vain: 
your  feara  ak^e  gmundleas ;  and,  little  .^s  you  may 
(bnik,  now  ia  your  salvation  nearer  tbaix  vvhen  you 
£rst  believed. .  For  so  says  our  text :  ^*  Tbey  that 
tow  la  teanh^s&tf// reap  in  joy/'  This  puts,  us  upon 
isqatring, 

/   III.  What  connection  there  is  between  sowing,  in 
tears  and  reaping  in  joy^ 

In  cpffinon  busbaedry^  many  casualties  may  binder 
the  joy  of  harvest  :-^-oae  sowetb,.  and  another 
feafietb :  or  pevbapa  there  is  no  cirop  worth  any 
man's  reaping.  But  *^  He  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit^ 
lihall  of  the  Spirit*'  assuredly  ^'  reap  life  everlastiog/f 
No  cold  *  in  .  wiqter,  no  drought  in  .summer^  can 
limder  these  fruits  from  coming  to  perfectioo ;  and 
even  deatb^ -the  destroyer  of  every  other  joy,  hastens 
.and  introduces  the  Christian's  harvest.  But  you  ask, 
*  How  mi^.we  be  sure  of  this  ?'   I  answer, 

1.  A  joyful  harvest,  by  God*s  blessing,  is  the 
l^atural  consequence  of  a  dropping  seed*4ime. 
^^The  tears  of  godly  sorrow  water  the  ground,  ni^ 
rurally  hard  and  dry,  and  promote  tbe  springing  of 
lAie  spiritual  seed.  ^^'  Tribulation"  («aysthe  Apostle, 
arid  the  Apostle  rliad  good  reason  to  know),  .**  Tri- 
bulation worketh  patience,  and  patience  experience, 
Aid  expetie&e^  hope/'  In  dry  weather^  weeds  are 
not  so^w]iett'<lisedyeredi  nor  -ao  easily  rooted  out,  as 
^ey  tr6  after  a  attoM^er :  and  4u  prosperity  cortup- 
tiens^He  tfkove  un^bs«»ireidl,  aad  ase  with  more  dif- 
iMlty^^ubdiieiir*  ^t^V^Stttake^ak-;  siu^'/ 

VOL,    II.  PF 


578  9%e  Chrutitin  WusbandmaH.      {^SerU  .  99. 

and  even  Christians  them^^ves,  at  ti^tafes,  have  rsKft 
that  sense  of  its  evil  and  malignancy  which  tbey 
ought. — So  far,  however,  IS  certain  (and  we  need 
not  quote  Scripture  for  the  truth  df  it),  that  grace 
ihrives  best  in  a  weeping  heart ;  aaid,  that  they  are, 
in  general,  the  most  lively  and  joyful  Christians, 
Who,  as  to  outward  things,  hav%  tears^r  their  meat 
night  and  day.  But  if  this  should  be  llisputed,  and 
the  great  advantages  of  afflfctioii  should  be  denied, 
and  the  gloomy  Christian  should  find  little  eflk 
^ouragement  to  hope  for  future  comfbrt  from  present 
appearances,  I  would  add, 

S.  God,  who  cannot  lie,  hath  promised  it. 

'*  Light  is  sown  for  'the  righteous,  and  gladAe^ 
for  the  upright  in  heart:*'  "  To  thd  itpright  there 
ariseth  light  in  the  darkness :"  "  Though  weeping 
may  endure  for  a  night,  joy  cometh  in  the  morning :'' 
**  Blessed  are  they  that  molirn, 'for'th^  shall  be 
comforted/'  These,  and  a  multitude  of  like  pro- 
taiises,  hath  God  given,  to  assure  us,  that  how  great 
tCoever  the  trials  and  distresses  of  bis  people  may  be, 
they  shall,  sooner  or  later,  have  ^  joyful  issue.  And 
bath  God  said  it,  and  shall  it  not  icdme.  to  pass? — 
Hath  he  promised,  and  wifl  he  riot  make  it 'good  ?— 
Can  the  designs  of  Omnipotence  be  defeated? — 
Sooner  shall  heaven  and  earth  pass  away,  than  on 
jot  or  tittle  of  what  he  hath  said  pass  anfalfiUed.-^ 
The  Lord  of -the  harvest  hath  engaged  for  it.  He 
who  **  maketh  the  clouds  his  charidt^  wba  walketh 
'Upon  the  wings  of  the  wind,'*  tind  doth  what  he 
pleases  in  heaven  and  earth,  so  that  none  ever 
hardened  himself  against  bim  and  -pmspered ;  He 
hath  declared,  that  '*  they  that  sow  in  tears  shall 
rcapr  in  joy  ;•*  that  he  will  revive  the  spirit  of  tbe 


biunJ^et  and  c^r  th^  h^^it  pi  coot;:! te  .00^;  t^ 
that  the  xansomed  of  the  Lord  shall  return,  and  co^ipj^ 
fo  Zion  .witjh  song9  of  everlasting  joy ;  and  sighing 
and  sorrow  shall  flee  aw^y  for  /svei** 

True,  indeed,  ther«  is  little  appearance  of  auc}i  9^ 
joyful  period  at  present ;  every  tjb^ng  within  them 
{tnd  without  the^  se^ips  u(ij&KpVourabl|s :  they  walj^ 
in  darkness,  and  see  no  light.  Nay,  in  the  evei^ 
time»  when  it  might  he  expected  that  the  ni^af 
approaching'  glories  of  the  invisible  world  should 
have  diffused  soine  glimmerings  of  light  i)nd  joy 
over  their  minds — I  say,  even  the  evening  of  life 
may  be  (i|ark  and  cloudy.  We  may  see,  we  have 
seen.  Christians  who  have  followed  hard  after  God; 
whose  heart  and  flesh  have  cried  out  for  the  living 
God ;  and  whose  prevailing  and  earnest  desire  ha§ 
been,  that  Qod  would  lift  up  the  light  of  his  couA^ 
tenance  upon  them;  live  year  after  year,  even  to 
old  age,  complaining,  /^  Oh  that  I  knew  where  I 
might  find  him  !**  Xea,  and  w^e  have  seen  them 
enter  tlje  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  with 
trenibling  feet  and  doubting  hearts,  without  any 
certain  and  joyous  evidence  of  their  title  to  the  in* 
corruptible  and  undefiled  inheritance.  So  far  from 
reaping  in  joy,  to  the  last  hour  of  life  they  wepj^ 
sowing  in  tears. — Let  us  therefore  inquire, 

IV.  When  this  joyful  harvest  may  be  expected*    . 

It  must  not  be  expected  in  our  wintry  world,  for 
there  is  not  sun  enough  to  ripen  it.  The  nights  £^re 
here  so  Ipng  iind  cold,  and  the  days  so  wet  and 
clou(|y,  that,  though  our  graqes  may  keep  alive,  anx} 
be  more  roofed  and  grounded,  yet  it  requires  a 
ji^^ifmfiX  climate  to  brii)g  them  to  perfection.  Th.9 
trials  and  tribulatiQii  we  meet,  .with,  like  the  firo6t 
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and  snow  of  winter,  soften  and  meliorate  tbe  heart: 
but  the  highest  of  qur  attainments  in  grace  and  com* 
Ibrt^are  no  better  than  the  shoots  and  blossoms  of 
spring.  Heaven  is  the  Christian's  summer;  for 
there  shall  be  no  night  there.  The  Sun  of  righteous- 
ness shall  shine  forth  with  dazzling  brightness,  and 
make  an  everlasting  day.  No  rising  clouds,  no  fall- 
ing storms,  no  nipping  frosts,  no  scorching  droughts; 
nothing,  of  any  kind,  shall  be  there  to  alarm  the 
fears  or  damp  the  opening  joy  of  the  happy  reaper. 
Then,  Christians,  shall  ^*  an  angel  come  from  the 
altar,  and  cry  with  a  loud  voice  to  him  that  hath 
the  sharp  sickle,  Thrust  in  thy  sharp  sickle,  and 
gather  the  clusters  of  the  earth ;  for  her  grapes  are 
fully  ripe/'  Then  shall  they  gather  fiiBt  tbe  tares, 
and  bind  them  in  bundles  to  burn  them*  Your  cor- 
ruptions  and  temptations,  your  doubts  and  fean» 
§ins  ^nd  sorrows,  and  all  the  disturbers  of  your 
purity  and  peace,  shall  be  put  under  your  feet; 
or,  rather,  shall  be  retnoved  at  an  infinite  distance; 
and  your  graces  and  comforts,  which  are  here  so 
weak  and  langnishing,  so  crowded,  and  as  it  were 
choeked  up  with  weeds,  shall  expand,  and  flourish 
with  immortal  vigour;  and  you  shall  appear  beauti- 
ful as  a  ^^  dove  whose  wingsare  covered  with  silver, 
and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold."  Then  shall 
^'  your  righteousness  go  forth  as  brightnesSi  and 
your  salvation  as  a  lamp  that  burneth/'  And  whea 
you  come  to  reap  the  fruits  of  your  present  tiials; 
when  jou  see  what  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness 
they  have  wrought  in  you,  and  what  an  eteraat 
weight  of  glory  they  have  wrought  out  for  you; 
when  you  find  the  dreadful  storms  so  happily  blown 
over,  and  nothing  before  you  but  aua-shinei  peace, 
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plenty, «iid  joy  everkis ting}  you  will  Weate»  God,  who. 
made  yoti  sow  in  tears  ;  and,  in  a  transport  of  grs^e- 
fill  admiration,  cry  out,;  «  It  is  good  for  me  that  I 
have  been  afflicted/' 

Improvement. 

;  1.  How  greatly  are  they  to  blame,  who  In  this 
busy  time  stand  all  the  day  idle ! 

^^  I  went  by  the  field  of  the  slothful,  and  by  th^ 
vineyard  of  the  man  void  of  understanding ;  and  lo^ 
it  was  all  grown  over  with  thorns^  land  nettles  had 
covered  the  face  thereof,  and  this  stone  wall  thereof 
was  broken  down.     Then  I  saw,  and  considered  it 
well ;  I  looked  upon  it,  and  received  instruction.*^ 
'Yet  a  little  sleep,  a  little  slumber,  a  little  folding  of 
the  hands  to  sleep ;   so  shall  thy  poverty  come  as 
one  that  travelleth  ;ztd  thy  watit  as  an  armed  man."^ 
(Prov.  kxiv.  30.)  How  can  it  be  otherwise,  if  a  man 
fools  away  the  proper  season  for  tilling,  and  begins 
to  sow  his  seed  when  his  neighl^urs'  fields  are  white 
already  to  harvest  ?    Equally  foolish  and  fatal  is  the 
conduct  of  those,  who'  do'  not  attend  to  the  things 
which  belong  to  their  peace  till  they  are  ready  to 
be  hid  from^tbeir  eyes  ;  who  trifle  away  the  day  of 
grace^  and  neglect  to  work  the  work  of  God,   till 
they  are  summoned  to  the  grave,  where'  **  there  is 
no  more  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wis- 
dom.''   ^*  The  sluggard  will  not  plough^  by  reason 
of  cold :  therefore  shall  he  beg  in  harvest,  and  have 
nothing.''  (Prov.  xx.  4.)     And  so  it  will  fare  with 
all  thos^  who  let  the  many  years  of  plenty  pass^ 
without  making  provision   for  the  succeeding  fa- 
rmine ;  who  take  bo  care  to  lay  up  for  themselves  a 
<good  foundation  against  the  time  to  come*    The 
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tiuggilrd  ibioks  ii  tott  igold  t6  plough,  and  tbe  car- 
nal mind  objects  \6  the  hard  lessons  bf  Chfistiabitj. 
1*0  cut  off  a  right  hand  add  pluck  out  a  right  eye, 
and  crucify  the  flesh  with  its  a£fectioDS  and  last^aie 
duties  which  corrupt  nature  cares  not  to  submit 
unto : — but  as  he  that  ttrill  tidt  plough  in  cold  shall 
beg  id  harvest ;  so  he  that  will  not  deny  himself, 
and  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  Christ,  shall  never 

hA  where  Jesiis  Is,  to  behold  His  glory. What  a 

lamentable  sight  is  ibis  !  To  see  so  great  k  part  of 
the  woHd  in  the  way  to- certain  and  eternal  beggary  1 
'^^to  see  them  wasting  hway  the  precious  hours  of 
life  in  saunteribg  up  and  dowii,  doing  nothing,  when 
duties  of  inildite  and  everlasting  conseqaence  lie 
i>efi]fre  them ! — to  see  eternity,  with  all  its  awful 
^consequences,  advahcibg  towards  thetn,  and  no  pn). 
vision  made,  or  mlakiog^  for  it ! — to  seie  biie  grave 
After  another  openi(^,  and  the  giddy  multitude  as 
vticoncemed  about  dying,  \ats  if  they  Were  all  im- 
mortal 1  Whose  eye  does  not  afiect  his  heart  ?  who 
c&ti  forbear  the  charitable  admonftion  ?  Suffer  then, 
Ttty  brethren,  the  i*rord  of  exhortatibn.— "  Why 
«Marid  ye  here  all  thfe  day  JdJeP*  Will  you  say, 
>♦  Because  t)o  man  h&th  hired  us?"  Hath  no  iiflS 
'friend  eVer  told  yotf,  thM  yoO  liad  a  God  to  ^i^^'f^ 
land  sdtilS'  to  save ;  and  that;  '^  Without  hoKrtfe^  *o 
unau  shall  see  the  Lotd  ?*'  Then,  a*  an  atnbastedor 
fot  God,  I  take  ufk>n  me  to  say,—*  G6  work"to-*y 
rn  God's  vineyard.  Break  up  the  fellow- ^UJ"*' 
Piray  that'God  would  take  this  stony  heart  out  of 
yoiir  Cleish,  aind^ive  y6ti  bh  heart  of  6etfh:  and  let 
-this  evening  wittiesS  to  your  feiHcere  and  gidly*^* 
tow.*  And  God  Almighty  g«ht,  that,  before  y^^ 
aldep  this  night,  there  nlay  be  lomfe  good  Seied^^o 
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;  ]Q  your  heai;t(  l^e  it  pp, bigger  %hw  a  grain  of 
^  muatard-^eed,  if  it  be  geQuiqei  it  will  become  a 
,  great  tree,  whose  top.  will  reach  unto  heaven.  May. 
your  present  gOQd  thoughts  produce  good  desires.; 
and  good  desire  ripeA  into  good  resolutions;  and 
good  resoltttionp  be  r<;duced  to  a  holy  and  gracious 
conversation.  M^y  you,  from  this  very  moment^ 
set  your  face^  towards  Zion,  and  go  on,,  step  by 
step,  adding  oqe  d^ree  of  grace  to  another,  till 
you  come  tP  thp  fulness  of  the  measure  of  the  per- 
fect man  in  CbrisU 

S.  How  greatly  hav^  Christians  the  advantage  of 
the  reat  of  tfce  world  j  . 

.  They  thfit  ^^  40W  to  (he  fl^sh'^  have  generally  a 
merry  seed-tiipe;  but  they  ''  reap  corruption,''  and 
fire  and  brin^fitone :  an  horrible  tempest  is  the  por- 
tion of  their  cuf>  I  They  that  '*  sow  to  the  Spirit," 
perhaps  sow  w  tear?,  and  labour  ui^der  grefit  and 
grievous  discour/agements ;  but  they  reap  love,  joy, 
peace,  and  ^^  life  eyerlas^ing." — ^^  The  triumphing  of 
the  wicked  is  ^hort,  ^d  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite 
but  for  a  .moment/*  **  The  pleasures  of  sin  are  but 
for  a  aeason ;''  4Qd  t^9  besit  of  them,  either  for  con^ 
tinuanoe  or  iis^,  are  npthing  more  nor  better  thaa 
^  ^^  crackling  of  l^orns  under  a  pot/'  They  have 
their  good  tfa;ngs-bere ;  iip4  ^hert  remain^th  nothing 
to  them,  but  '^  a  cwi9^  fearful  looking-for  of  wrath 
and  fiery  indignfitioa/' — ^\3ut  marl^  the  pesfect 
man,  and  behold  the  upright^  for  the  end  of  that 
nan  is  peace/'  iUpt  always  his  dying  moments — 
for.  that  is  not  jthe  ^nd  of  the  perfect  man :  he  is 
then  but  just  beginning  to  live.  The  pains  of  death 
,  are  but,  ^s  it  w^re/  the  pangs  of  his  heavenly  birth  ; 
nodjUMrefomeiRe^^rie  not  to  wonder  if  the  passage  be 
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dark  and  gloomy:  but  all  after  that  is  "joy  un« 
speakable  and  full  of  glory."    If,  therefore,  we  at 
anytime  see  them  in  heaviness,  through  manifold 
temptations;  if  they  are  often  in  affliction's  fiery 
furnace ;  if  they  water  their  couch  with  their  tears, 
and  go  mourning  all  the  day ;  and  for  years  together 
follow  hard  after  God»  with  no  sensible  token  of  bis 
presence  and  favour ;  yea,  if  we  should  hear  them  in 
their  last  agonies  cry  out,  ^^  My  Godl  my  God! 
why  hast  thou  forsaken  me !" — we  are  not  to  con- 
clude that  they  have  laboured  in  vain,  and  that  all 
the  precious  seed,  which  they  carried  forth  weeping, 
is  lost;    but,   only,    that  the  appointed  weeks  for 
harvest  are  not  yet  come.    The  Christian's  comforts 
fif  I  may  so  express  myself)  He  longer  in  the'grouod 
before  they  begin  ^ to  shoot;  but,  when  once  they 
begin  to  blossom,  they  will  flourish  with  increasing 
beauty  and  vigour   through  the  endless  ages  of 
eternity.     A  Christian's  hope  will  never  make  him 
ashamedr    <^  He  that  shall  comie  will  come,  and 
will  hot  tariy :"  and  his  reward  is  with  him;  and  to 
them  who,  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doiflg, 
have  sought  for  glory*  honour,  and  immortality,  be 
will  give  eternal  life:  and  then,  when  the  foolisli, 
Aerry  world,  shall  run  to  and  fro  in  wild  despaiiv 
crying,  "  Who  will  show  us  any  good  ?"  t^ey  that 
have  gone  forth   weeping,  bti^ng  their  <.precioas 
seed,    shalf   doubtless  come  i^in  with  lejoiciog, 
bringing  their  sheaves  with  them. 

3.  Let  the  hope  and  prospect  of  this  joyful  harvest 
support  us  under  all  .the  glooms  and  distresses  of  this 
vale  of  tears. 

He  that  ploughs,  ploughl»  in  hope ;  and  he  that 
sows,  sows  in  hope :  and  the  hudbaadman  cbaeifiiliy 
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undergoes  all  the  ftitigue  of  tilling,  in  expectation  of 
n  plentiful  harvest.  How  much  n>or6  reason  bat 
the  huml>Ie  Christian  to  "  rejoice  in  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God  ;**  and  to  put  up  with  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulttes  and  hardships  of  the  present  state,  as  know- 
ing tlj  at  in  due'time  he  shall  reap,  if  he  faint  not  { 
and  that  *^  the  sufferings  of  this  present  time  are 
not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which 
shall  be  revealed."  The  impatient  Israelites  8aid» 
*^  Wherefore  have  we  fifurted,  and  thou  seestjtiot? 
therefore  have  we  afflicted  our  souls,  and  thou  ' 
takest  no  knowledge  ?"  (Isai^  Iviii.  3.)  And  many 
now  there  are^  who/  becaMe  God  does  not  imme- 
diately send  them  an  answer  of  peace,  and  give  them 
the  desired  blesifing,  at  the  very  time,  and  in  the 
▼ery  manner,  they  expected,  grow  peevish  and  fret- 
ful, and  say  in  their  hearts,  "What  is  the  Almighty, 
that  we  should  serve  him;  and  what' profit  should 
we  have,  if  we  pray  unto  him  V*  But  surely. 
Christians,  when  we  consider,  that,  when  we  have 
done  all,  we  are  unprofitable  servanta;  that  our 
most  p^rfeclf  perfbrmances  have  a  great  mixture  of 
impurity  and  sin  in  them ;  we  ought  rather  to  ad- 
mire the  goodness  that  accepts;  and  (more  still !) 

•"that  rewards,  such  worthless  and  defective  services; 

^* — ^a  reward  so  glorious,  beyond  not  only  our  desert, 
but  our  expectation,  and  even  our  most  elevated 
conception,  that  we  should  think  no  time  too  long 
to  wait,  no  service  too  hard,  fio  sufferings  too  great, 
no  commands  of  such  a  Beneftctor  grievous.  And 
if  at  any  timie  our  hearts  b^n  to  be  troubled  and 
afraid^  and  we  are  ready  to  faint  in  our  minds,  and 
grow  weary  of  welldoing ;  let  us  have,  **  respect  to 
the  feeompence  of  reward  ;''  and,  imidsft  the  ^eatest 
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dearth  of  earthly  cdttiforts,  refresh  our  drooping 
tpiritv  with  a  believing  look  towards  the  land  flow* 
iiig  with  milk  and  hotSiey.-^Thia  is  not  our  rest,  ^'  for 
it  is  polluted/'  Indeed^  we  could  not  rest  in  peace 
in  a  worldso  full  of  npise  and  distraction.  Our  most 
s^ret  retiremeats  woitld  be  broken  io  upon  by  a 
thousand  impertinent  iatfuders^  and  our  sweetest 
enjoyments  would  have  some  disagreeable  fnixture. 
But  there  is  a  world*  whdre  the  wicked  cease  from 
troubling,  and  whece  the  weary  are  at  rest ; — where 
Cbe  ^n^my  shall  no  more  sow  tares  anioog  oar  wheat ; 
*— where  ploughing  aftd  sowing,  sinoing  and  sorrow^ 
4ng,  shall  he  kaown  no  more  at  all; — whefeain, 
that  accursed  root  of  a}l  bitternesp,  shall  be  entirely 
done.avtay;  and  nothing  that  di^turbf^th  or  dej&leth 
«hail  erec  find  admittatie^  into  thos^  regions  of  pe^ 
feet  purity  «kid  peace  ;— wh^re  the  gioqmy  Christian 
ishall  he  an  unheard-of  ckuxUcHh  ^pd  doubts  and 
feara  shall  be  entire  and  eternal  strangers;-— ^wher^ 
the  trimn|)hant  Chris.tisi^  shall  ft^od  afna^d  at  hia 
t>wn  blessedoesai  ^nd  wpnd^  ,(hat  gracies  89  wealk 
mid  languishing  shoitUi  :pio4uce  «nch  a,  ci^  crop  of 
-glory. 

BartUy  liafvests  yidid  but  ^  shopt^lived  ^oy :  the 
Jraabandman  has  i*>  sooner  boused  bis  0091,  and  al- 
lowed one  day  to  grdteful  merriiftefit,  but  he  muat 
hegin  again  the  toilsome  round  of  ^tillage.  3ut  in 
'iiee^eii  it  is  alwaya  hahieat^'tiade*  T4)^e  we  ahaU 
be  to:  all  eternity  'reaping  th«  blessed  fr^iits  of  our 
'present  labour  and  auffelings,  iCh|^  Jt  will.. be  -no 
iargu tnent  tif  felly  to  aiy  tb  mir  A<H)la#  '^  IpM^i  ^Mtk^ 
'tinne  •ease;  thou  hflst.good^  4«Ad  ^j^  f^r  'jt^d^ 
years/'  God  wiU  thea  ipttU..4owjn,,t^flse  /emtiblf 
:h«««e](  of  t>«£4afaernMl«lt--4  tM^,  jpie'ii^iU  |fc^U^4o^ 
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those  barns,  and  baild  tbem  greater:  be  will  change 
these  vile  bodies,  and  enlarge  the  capacities  of  our 
souls,  to  receive  more  plentiful  emanations  of  the 
divine  goodness  and  glory.  Then,  what  is  sown  in 
corruption  shall  be  raised  in  incofruption ;  what  is 
sown  in  dishonour  shall  be  raised  in  glory;  what  is 
sown  in  weakness  shall' Bfe  raised  in  power;  what  is 
sown  a  natural  body  shall  be  raised  a  spiritual  body. 
**  So  when  this  cormpiible  shftH  bave  put  on  incor- 
ruption,  and  this'  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immor- 
tality, ^heh  shairbe  Br6ug^t  to  pass  the  saying  that 
Ik  written^  t)e^th  is  sWallo\^02l  up  in  victory .*^0 
death,  where  is  thy  stirig?'  O  grave,  'where  is  Ihy 
victory  ?  The  sting  of  death  is  sin  ;  and  the  strength 
t)f  sin  is  the  \kw:  bht  thinks  be  t6  Gfoil,  which 
giveth  us  Ihfe  victory  through  out  Lord  Jesiw  ChHst.'^ 
'**  Therefdre,  rhy  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stedfi^t, 
uhii&oVeable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  thfe 
Xord,  forasmuch  a^  jre  know  that  your  labour  te  not 
in  Vaid  itt  the  Lortl.^*' 
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THE    FOOLI80    VIKGIHS. 


Matt.  xxv.  10. 

■ 

dmd  whik.  they  went  to  hm/y  the  hridegroom  came; 
and  they  that  teeve  ready^  wmt  in  m<A  him  to  the 
marriage:  and tho door teae shut 

THE'fiiBt  wmd8  of  this  verse  tell  us  that  there 
were  some  that  were  fia#-i:eady.  They  took  their 
lainps«--they  made  a  professbn ;  called  thesselves 
friends  of  the  Bridegroom  ;-rHind  went  out  to  meet 
him-'-seemed  forward  and  zealous  as  any,  at  first 
setting  out;*--*bot,  haying  no <  oil  in  their  vessels, 
lK>wever  they  might  iparkle  for  a  while,  it  was 
quickly  over.  When  the  outcry  was  made  that  the 
Bridegroom  was  coming,  they  were  all  hurry  and 
confusion  :  they  tried  to  trim  their  lamps,  but  sood 
Jfound  that  such  unfurnished  lamps  would  no  longer 
stand  them  in  any  steads  '  What  shall  they  do?'— 
They  cringe  to  those  they  foitnerty  despised ;  and, 
in  the  most  abject  and  supplicating  manner,  &^  if 
it  were  but  a  drop  of  oil.  *  No,'  say  they,  *  le* 
thi^e  "be  not  enough  for  lis  and  you.  We  camiot 
give  grace ;  and  if  we  could^  we  have  none  to  spare : 
but  go  ye  rather  to  them  that  sell,  and  buy  for  your* 
selves.' — How  could  they  expect  imy  other  answer? 
Had  they  not  been  toM,  again  and  again,  the  daog^ 
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•of  delay ;  that  if  they  had  no  oi)  in  their  vessels  with 
their  lamps,  they  could  never  meet  the  Bridegroom 
with  any  comfort;  that  they  would  one  day  repent 
their  Toolfsh  trifling  and  sleeping?  But  they  would 
not  believe  rt :  fbey  put  the  evil  day  far  from  thetf  : 
they  endeavoured  to  drive  away  the  thoughts  of  it ; 
and  tried  to  persuade  ibem^lves  that  it  would  be 
time  enough  when  the  Bridegroom  ivas  coming.-* 
And  now  see  the  consequence ;  ^  While  they  went 
to  buy,  the  Bridegroom  came.** 

But,  enough  of  these  tm-ready  professors,  as  w^ 
have  now  more  pleasmg  subjects  before  us : — *^  They 
that  were  ready,  went  in  with  him  to  the  marrii^*"' 
Here  we  shall  inquire, 

I.  Wherein  doth  this  readiness  consist;  and 
then, 

IL  What  is  implied  in  their  entering  in  with 
Christ  to  the  marrii^. 

We  are,  then,  to  inquire, 

I.  Wherein  doth  this  readiness  consist.. 

Now  there  is  an  kabkuml  readiness,  -  which  is 
meant  when  it  is  said  of  the  wise  virgins  that  they 
*^  had  oil  in  their  vessels;* 'and  tbme  is  an  metuai 
readiness,  implied  in  **  trimming  their  lamps/* 

1.  Habitual  veadiness,  is  to  hove  **oil  in  their  ves* 
sels'*-*-that  is,  grace' in  the  heart. 

Grace  is  the  one  thing  needful:  it  is  mcure  neoes- 
sary  than  riches ;  it  is  more  necessary  dian  gifts;  it 
is  more  necessary  than  even  life  itself*  We  may  be 
poor,  and  yet  beppy ;  we  may  hsve  a  small  sham 
of  gifts,  and  yet  be  happy;  yea,  life  itself  may  be 
taken  from  us,  and  yet  our  happiness  be  unabated  t 
biit  we  cannot  be  happjr  without  grace»  Surely^ 
therefore,  they  diseMer  t|Ke  mmt^wMot^  who  ar* 
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piiBci^iUy  folkitQUs  jAont  (jbiit  Tki$  vi  tbeix  iii^«i 
istarait.:  aodflliey  wbo  are  iDwajnUy  Tesewed,  a» 
effDetusJly  seourecl :  haying  oil  in  t^eir  vessela,  and 
gmee  in  their  liearts^  ihey  Bfit4  not  be  all  lii^  life- ' 
time,  tbiXHigih  fear  of  death,  aubjeot  .to  bondage*-^ 
Jiet  what  will  happeo^  they  are. provided  against 
fthe  moat  sitddeti  calamity.  Should  the  alarm  of  the 
Bridegroom'^i  xrooiing  be  the  nei^t  moment^  they  aie 
safe* 

But  it  may  not  be'^tnifls  tp  give  a  more  particular 
account  of  thia  habkwUr^diMM;  rbiecau^  ]i)re^K>iDe- 
(imes  eee  -perspiia  called  away»  without  haviag  ao 
opportunity  of  givipg^  their  dyii^  testimony  to  tbe 
truth  of  grace,  concerning  whom  weihave,  never* 
tbde$9,  Ao  doubt  of  their  b^ing  )>prii  agaiO)  an^  hein 
of  the  kii^dom. 

;  Thoae,  then,  may  be  qpn^idered  as  having  a  woric 
of  grace  upon  their  hearts,  who  have  been  ^eOmUg 
called.  The  foolish  yiigine  had  the  external  call: 
tbe  Go&pel.cflm.o  to  them,  m  we)l  aa  to  the  fjtbeia ; 
Imt,  tbep, .  it  .caoae  iu  wwA  only :  hearing,  tbey 
heard*  but  didiuot  vnderstftiid*  Wber^ej^  to  the 
y/i^  it  oame,  not  in  word.ooly,  but  t^so  in  ppwfr« 
and  in  .tbe.JJoly  Ghost,  aQdiumu^  fqpu|M^.-r- 
^^  And  yqii  ;hath  be  quickened,  who  Wfsro  (lead  in 
trespasses  and  sins ;  wbdrein  in  time  past,  y^f^3}M» 
acmiidrngitortheoottraapf  tbi^  worlds  9QQor4iag<<^ 
lh&  priiice  o£  the:  power  of  the  fdr^  the  apfrit  tb»t 
9«W(fffodc^h  in  tke  obUdrepof  di^obedieiifier:  nmm 
wb^lQ/iia«ll:hed.our  coftversiatifAi  in  time  past;,  m 
(be  )iiat4bf>the.fle^,»  ftilfiltingthA|l«ive«0i^  theiM^ 

»bd:of  id»miifed:  butGodyWtho  hmc\^'Wimac(f^i^ 
bia  gresat  lore,  wbemwilh  be-lpvfed,«ls,  w«»)wM^flr» 
«v»r«.tkadiajB«ia,  kalb  4«iekMHi.iit  4»g^!t||ei  iNl^ 
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*  • 

Christ,  ami  faath  raided  us  up  togetlier,  and  madfe 
us    sit    together   in    heavenly   pktc^s    in    Chrtit 

Jesus.*'  ' 

And  beting  t4ius  effectti&Hy  i;aned4)y'thewonl» 
'they  are  jWi/fed  byjhis  grace--Jthat  is,  they  are  diQ- 
livered  from  hdl,  and  have  a  title  to  hea^n.    By 
«in  they  had  forfeited  their  claim  to  eternal  life,  and 
had -incurred  fhe  sentence  of  deiath  :  but  Christ  re- 
deemed  them  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made 
a  curse  for  them :   he  magnHied  the  law,  and  made 
it  honourable :   he  came  and  preached  deliverance 
to  the  captives:  and  then,    leading  them  by  the 
hand,  and  adorning  them  with  the  robe  of  his  righ- 
teousness,  he  presents  them  to  his  Father  as  the 
purchase  of  his  death :  the  Father  of  mercies  smiles*; 
^endbraces  them  ;  and*  declares  them  accepted  inr  the 
Beloved* 

Nor  is  thie  all :  they  are  also  sanctified  'by  the 
Spirit.  And  this  was  as*  necessary  as  either  of  the 
former.  Aa  we  just  now  observed,  they  were  by 
nature  children  of  disobedience,  and  ehildren  of 
wratb^  even  as  others.  'Sin  had  the  dominion  m 
them,  and  over  them:  they  loved  it  as  dearly,  and 
indulged  ifsts  freely,  las  the  rest.  But  when  Christ 
'called  them,  he  called  them,  not  to  uncleanness, 
'bat  to  holiness  :   be  opened  a  fountain'  for  iin  add 

t 

*fbr  iindeilfiness ;  and  presents  them  to  himself  not 
^having  spot.  Or  wrinUe,  or  ahy  isuch  thi<i^.  Not 
that  the  work  of  sanctification  is  complete  in  this 
life :  *  we  have  frequent'  and  melancholy  instances  to 
the  contrary:  the  betit  are  sanctified  but  in  patt: 
1^  so  far  is  true  of  «ll  real  saints,  that  they  '*  iiate 
every  ftUe  way ;''  thattbere  is  no  sin  but  what  they 
had  a  Iheusaod  tibite^ther  part  with  than  t^p :  ^ 
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and  no  cQmiQKod  but  what  tbf»y  bad  a  tjioiiaand  tio^ 
latber  kfy^p  tbao  disobi^y. 

If  any  thing  need  be  added  to  this,  it  is,  thaf  they 
f0ff€ver$  lyirem  to  the  end.  They  keep  up  to  their 
.first  engagements.  They  do  not,  as  many  do,  leave 
all  in  the  first  beat  of  their  reiigit^us  zeal,  to  follow 
Christ)  and  upon  second  thoughts  step  back  to  fetch 
sudi  athti|g»  and  by  and  by,  another  thing;  and  a 
day  or  two  hence,  another :  and  so  on,  till  they  have 
got  all  their  old  things  about  them  agaii^,  and  are 
faecoQie  as.  carnal  and  sensu^  as  ever.  No :  haviog 
put  tbeir  hands  to  the  plough,-tbey  \yill  not  so  much 
as  look  back;  but,  forgetting  the  things  which  are 
behind^  and  reachri^  forth  to  the  things  which  are 
before,  they  press  towards  the  mark. 

This  is  habitual  read inesi^ :  and. the  soul  thatii 
thus  ready,  may  die  safely  at  any  time. 

But  besides  this  habitual  readiness,  tixefe  is  also, 

9*  An  actual  Teadin€$9. 

When  the  lamp  is  pot  quite  out,  it.  maj  bitfP 
exceedii)^  (aint  and  dull,  fpr  ^aut  of  trimpiog. 
.£yen  those  among  us  \h^t  fear  the  Lord,  and  obi|f 
the  voice  of  bis  servant,  may.  yet  walk  in  darka^ 
and  see  no  Ught.  Inherent  grace  is  not,  a  set^ 
enlightening  principle ;  but  like  tbe  i^Qan,  wbioh 
giyes  light  no  longer  tban  while  the  sun,  is  sImdiW 
upon  it«  When  gracious  souls,  .tbefeficMre^.^aiVej)^ 
tice  of  their  Lord's  cqming,  tbey  eiq^eavo^r  tQ>p)l^ 
themselves  in. the  best  posture  tp  lecf^ve  hinjf  Jjvgf 
bestir  themselvea^  and  pray  earnestly  tp  ;i^§.,Fat^. 
of  lighta  to  shine  upon  his  own  wprkf  >pdjd»l^i9 
bis  light  they  m^y  se^  Ught;  that,  he  W9i#}  cm^> 
the  north  wind.tp  awake^  and  the  ^HitlM|i^Al>4tl^ 
cojjie  anjj  bfpw.upon  tjbeir^spiff^t  tJ^l.tM«»^^ 
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of  their  graces  may  entertain  their  Belored.  They 
lay  aside  erery  weight,  and  disen^i^e  tbemselvetf 
aa  much  as  possiUe  from  worldly  affections  and  in- 
cumbrances :  they  gird  up  the  loins  of  their  mind9, 
that  they  may  be  ready  to  set  out  at  a  moment'^ 
warning.  They  are  ^a^er— abstaining  from  inordi- 
nate cares  and  inordinafe  pleasures^  and  every  thing 
that  wottid  entangle  or  intoxicate  them,  and  so  unfit 
them  for  the  serious  work  before  them.  They  ard 
v^tant — always  wakeful ;  **  looking  for  that^blessed 
hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God"^ 
and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ/'  They  are  vigilant 
too,  that  none  of  those  numerous  enemies,  with 
which  they  are  surrounded,  may  gain  any  ad  van* 
tflge  over  them :  and,  fiilly  sensible  that  all  their 
'ca\ition  is  too  little,  they  watch  unto  prayer,  and 
put  themselves  under  the  Divine  guidance  and  guar- 
•  Clanship ;  and  pray,  that  when  they  walk  through 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  they  may  have 
nothing  to  fear;  that  they  may  have  his  presence 
with  them^  and  his  rod  and  staff  to  support  and 
cotnfort  them.  And  sa,  with  their  loins  girded 
about,  and  their  lights  burning,  they  wait  for  their 
Lord,  that,  whenever  he  cometh  and  knocketh,  they 
may  open  to  him  immediately.     Let  us  inquire, 

IL  What  is  implied  in  the  saints'  entering  in  with 
Christ'  to  the  marriage. 

And  here  we  cannot  order  our  speech,  by  reason 
of  darkness ;  for  **  eye  hiath  not  seen,  nor  hath  ear 
heard,  nor  bath  it  entered  into  the  Heart  of  man  to 
conceive,  what  God  hath  laid  up  for  them  that  love 
him.''  There  i»  a  vail,  that  hides  the  holy  of  ho- 
lies from  the  sight  of  curious  and  prying  mortals : 
now  and  then  it  hath  been  drawn  a  little  aside,  and 

▼oil.  II.  Q  a 
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highly-fkvoared  souls  have  had  a  hasty,  glimpse  of 
things  unutterable ;  but  we  must  content  ourselves 
with  what  God  hath  thought-  proper  to  rev^l  in 
bis  word:  and  well  enough  we  may,  for  there  is 
enough  there  to  excite  astonisbroent  and  joy. 
*^  Glorious  things  are  spoken  of  thee,  O  city  of 
God !"  And  the  heirs  of  glory  have  often  enter- 
tained  themselves  with  walking  about  Zioii^  nark- 
ing well  her  bulwarks,  counting  all  her  palaces,  and 
admiriifg  the  security  and  grandeur  of  their  future 
residence.^ 'Wfi  soon  lose  ourselves  in  general  sur- 
vey s/and  therefore  I  always  choose  as  mijich  as  pos- 
sible to  keep  my  eye  fixed  on  the  particular  spot 
which  my  text,  whatever  it  be,  directs  to.  Our  pra» 
^sent  subject  leads  us  to  consider  heaven  as  the  mar* 
.ris^e  supper  of  the  Lamb.  *^  They  that  were  ready, 
went  in  with  him  to  the  marriage/'  ParticHlais 
might  be  easily  multiplied :  indeed,  we  are,  so  fond 
of  talking  of  our  own  riches  and  honours,  that  it  is 
no  easy  matter  to  keep  within  •  bounds.  The  tome 
we  think  of  the  subject  before  us,  the  more  we  are 
amazed.  We  read  the  passage  over  and  over  againy 
as  if  we  could  not  believe  our  own  eves;  as  if  ve 
were  afraid  to  accept  what  God  hath  ^rondeseended 
to  offer. — Two  eireuoistances  only  I^hall  take  no*- 
tice  of.— ^ 

1.  They  shall  enter  into  the  nearest  lel^tien  to 
Christ. 

Here,  the  contract  is  made.  *  The  Loid  Jesus 
sends  his  ambassadors  with  his  proposals^  whijsJi  iie 
by  his  Spirit  secretly  and  sweetly  iocliuAS  sad  ena- 
bles us  to  consent  to.  He  says^  *'  And  I  will  beCiotb 
thee  unto  me  for  ever;  yjea^  I  will  bets(>&b\$hee» unto 
me  in  rightecusoess,  andio<*judgmeDt^  and  in  k>v* 
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ing  IcittdDess,  and  in  meK:ies  :  I  will  eveo'  betroth 
thee  unto  me  in  faithfulness :  and  thou  shall  know 
the  Lord/'  (Has.  ii.  19*}  ff^e  say,  '^  Come,  and  let 
us  join  ourselves  unto  the  Lord  in  a  perj^tual  co*^ 
▼-enant,  never  to  be  forgotten.  We  agree  to  take^ 
him  for  our  bead  and  husband  ;  we  give  our  whole 
selves  tQ  the  Lord,  i^nd  vow  everlasting  iidelity  and 
subjection:  and  there  have  been  iimeS)  wbeji  such 
mtual  interchanges  of  love  have  passed,  that  we 
could  with  full  assurance  of  fajth  say,  ^'  My  beloved- 
is  mine,  and  I  am  his/V 

But  still,  this  is  at  best  but  a  marriage  by  proxy* 
The  articles,  as  I  said  just  now,  are  drawn  up  and 
agmed  to ;  they  are«  even  signed  and  sealed :  and 
the  terms  therein  stipulated,  believers  think  them- 
selves bound  by,  and  endeavour  to  conform  to.  But 
it  is  not  till  you  enter  in  with  him  to  the  marriage, 
that  the  relation  is  confirmed,  and  the  union  com- 
pleted. Then^  Christians,  he  will  own  you  before 
his  Father,  and  before  the  holy  angels,  as  the  Bride, 
the  Lamb's  wife.  Here  this  mystical  union  is  sha- 
domed  forth,  under  those:  siiriilitudes  borrowed  from 
nature*  which  imply  the  closest  possible  connec- 
tion :  —  He  is  represented  as  the  vine ;  wej.  as  the 
hmnebes :  He,  the  head;  we,  the  members.  But 
these  are.  nothing  to  that  infinitely  astonishing  com- 
parispH,  which  Christ  himself  hath  mentioned,  in 
that  mysterious  prayer  of  his,  which  shall  then  re- 
ceive its-full  aocomplishment :  ^'  That  they  all  may 
be  one:  as.tbou.  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee, 
tiliit  theyalso  may  be  one  in  us."  (John  xvii.  &l.)-« 
Ibtte  is  enough  .in  that  passage  to  furnish  you  with 
iMMer  for  eontemphition  as  long  a3  you  live :  and 
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indeed,  this  19  a  subject  fitter  for  contemplation  than 
discourse. 

S.  They   shall   enter    into  the    joy    of  their 
Lord. 

Weddings  are  usually  times  of  mirth  and  festivitj. 
As  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  his  bride,  so  will 
Christ  rejoice  over  the  church,  his  chosen,  that  he 
hath  brought  home  to  his  Father's  house.  Then 
there  will  be  joy  in  heaven,  among  the  angels  of 
God :  and  nothing  less  than  Christ^s  own  throne,  and 
Christ's  own  glory  shall  be  thought  high  enoagfa 
for  these  dignified,  I  had  almost  said  dmJUd 
worms. 

Here,  Christians,  you  may  be  ready  to  think  that 
your  relation  to  Christ  entitles  you  to  riches  and 
respect  among  vten :  but  Christ's  kingdom  is  not  of 
this  world  :  his  love-^tokens  are  of  a  spiritual  natofe; 
and  the  peace  he  gives,  is  such  as  the  world,  in  its 
greatest  good-humour,  cannot  give,  and,  to  its  great- 
est  fury,  cannot  take  away.  Be  content  to  live  meao, 
to  fare  hard,  to  be  despised  and  persecuted^  now ; 
but  **  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.**  la  a 
little  time,  "  He  that  shall  come  will  come ;''  and  \m 
reward  i^  wHh  him.  Then  he  will  receive  you  to 
himself;  and  he  will  exalt  you,  and  enrich  yon,  be- 
yond your  moat  sanguine  expectatioi}8.  Then,  iie 
will  take  off  your  sackcloth,  and  gird  you  With  gkd- 
ness :  he  will  then  give  you  beauty'for  ashes,  tlie  oil 
of  joy  for  mourning,  and  tfae  garment  of  praise  fcr 
the  spirit  of  heaviness.  You  shall  be  always  near 
him,  and  always  smiled  upon  by  him.  The  laffib, 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  ahall  feed  you, 
and  lead  you  to  living  fountains  of  wnt^rs,  and  w^ 
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away  all  tears  from  your  eyes;  and  delight  over  you 
to  do  you  good,  with  his  whole  hearty  and  with  bi« 
whole  soul.' — This  honour  have  all  the  saints. — Praise 
ye  the  Lord, 

III.  I  observe,  that,  when  Christ  and  his  saints  are 
entered  into  heaven,  th^re  will  be  neither  going  oat 
nor  coning  in,  for  ever. 

1,  There  shall  be  no  going  out,  for  those  that  are 
within. 

One  would  think  the  door  need  not  be  shut  for 
thai:    sifrely^    none,  that  are  once  admitted  into 
that  blessed  place,  can  ever  be  inclined  to  leave  it« 
If  the  door  were  always  left  open,   no   temptatiooi 
one  would  iodtgine,   would  be  able  to  prevail  with 
any  of  those  blessed  inhabitants  so  much  as  to  let  A 
thought  wander  outside  the  gates  of  the  New  Jeru- 
salem.   And  yet  we  know  the  angels  left  their  first 
habitation :  holy  and  happy  as  they  were,  and  safe, 
88  ooe  would  have  thought  them,  so  near  the  throne 
of  God^  sin  found  its  way.  into  their  hearts,  and 
enticed  th^m  to  rebeHioA :   so  he  drove  them  out. 
And  wbo»  or  wharti  are  we,  in  oi|r  moiSt  exidted 
$tate»  if  l^ft  open  to.  the  assaults  of  principalities  and 
powera,    that  we  should  despite  a  temptation  by 
which  angels  fell  before  ? — Be  thankful,  then,  that, 
«i  soon  as  ever  you  are  entered  with  the  Bridegroom, 
the  door  will  be  shut,  and  your  eternal  bsppioesa 
secmnid^-^T'^^Herei   yon  may  have  no  continuing 
city ;  you  may  be  strangers  and  sojourners  on  earth, 
as  all  your  fathers  were.    Here,  you  may  be  foolish 
f^[ioug)|  to  foniske  your  owu  mercies :    sin  may  put 
od  some  pleasing  form»  and  draw  you  aw^y  from 
Gfodi-     You  may  recollect  many  .a  time,  when  you 
have  left  the  closet,   left  the  sanctuary,  left  the  npiost 
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0ficred  ordinflnces,  where  you  have  been  wont  to 
behold  and  enjoy  your  God  and  Saviour — you  have 
left  them  all  to  follow  after  lying  vanities:  and  tbe 
Father  iof  mercies  was  obliged  to  draw  you  with 
oordsoflove,  and  sometimes  to  chastise  you  with 
the  rod  of  affliction,  in  order  to  bring  you  back  to 
your  God  and  duty. — Again,  therefore,  I  say.  Be 
thankful,  that  when  once  you  have  entered  heaven, 
the  door  will  be  shut.  Being  made  pillars  in  tbe 
temple  oi  your  God,  you  shall  go  no  more  out.  No 
temptation  shall  be  admitted  to  entice  you :  Or  if 
it  ^koutdj  it  should  not  be  in  ;^oujr  power  to  fol- 
low it. 

But  the  door  is  shut,  not  so  much  that  there  may 
.be  no  going'Oiei  for  those  that  are  withm,  as 

'  9.  That  th€fre  might  be  iio  coming  tn  for  chose  that 
are  withot^/; 

^  Shy  as  sinners  are  now  of  the  company  of  saints, 
they  will  then  wish  to  cast  in  their  lot  among  thera. 
They  will  crowd  about  ^he door,  and  endeavour,  by 
all  possible  methods,  to  enter  with  them— ^fout.  ia 
vaini-^TbeyiPt//  not  now,  and^hey  «Aa/^  not  Am 
-^th^  door  is  shut,,  and  will  never,  never  be  opened 
mone!  They  may  cry  never  so  long,  and' never  so 
ioudly,:  ***  Lord, '  Lord,  open  to  us  ;'*  but  he  will 
HDswer,     «^  Vwly  I  say   unto  you,  I  know  you 

ifcot-r'*'*.  ,    '     .    • 

*B«I  I 'Cannot  enlarge- on   this  gloomy  subject:  I 
wiU  therefons  dose. for  the  present  with  the  foUow*- 

ikig  brief '  TCifleotions. 

1  i.  Thai  tfaef e  will  bee.  certain  and  final  sepan« 
tionr bebweioai'  empty  professors  and  real  stints*  > 

'  PMtenderd  to  religion  shall  assuredly  be  cu  t  offfrMa* 
the  happiness  of  those  that  are  real  Christians.    Tbe 
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foolish  virgins  set  out  with  the  wise ;  and  continued- 
with  them  a  good  while ;  btit  when  the  Bridegroom 
caqne,  they;  parted :  the  one  were  admitted,  and 
the  other  shut  out.  ^*  When  the  Son  of  man  shall 
come  in  his  glory,  and  all  the  holy  angels  with  him, 
then  shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory  ^  and 
before  him  shall  be  gathered  atl  nations ;  and  he 
shall  separate  them  one  from  another,  as  a  shepherd 
diTideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats :  and  be  shall  set 
the  sheep  on  his  right  hand,  but  the  goats  on  the 
lefk." 

9.  What  a  grievous  loss  will  they  sustain,  who  do 
not  thoroughly  attend  to  religion  ! 

When  we  think  on  Cain's  words;  ^*  My  punish*- 
ment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear !  Behold,  thou  hast 
^driven  me  out  this  day  from  the  iace  of  the  earth  ; 
and  from  thy  face  shall  I  be  hid ;  and  I  shall  be  a 
fugitive  and  vagabond  in  the  earth"  (Gen.  iv.  Id;)  — 
and  on  Bsilaam's  speech ;  *^  I  shall  see  him,  but  not 
now;  I  shall  behold  him,  but  not  nigh"  (Numb, 
xxiv.'  17 ;) — and  how  the  Epbesians  wept  over  Paul, 
because  they  appr^ended  **  they  should  see  his  fac6 
no  more :"  ( Acts  xx.  S8. ) — I  say,  it  is  impossible  to 
think  of  these  and  similar  circumstances,  and  not  re-' 
fleet  what  a  dreadful  case  theirs  must  be,  who  shall  be 
shut  out  from  the  presenceof  God,  and  all  the  glorious 
society  of  heaven  !-»To  see  Abraham  afar  off,  dod 
Lazarus  in  hi^  bosom ;  and  no  possibility  of  ptflsing 
the  fixed  ffit^^l  gulf  !^^to  see  many  come  lirom  the 
east,  and  from  the  west,  and  from  the  norths  anA 
from  the  south,  and  sit  down  with  Abrahaiti',  and 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  th^  kingdom  of  their  Fatber; 
vod  they,  wlio  caikdihemwUes^  and  perhaps  tkowghi 
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tlidiDseivQS)  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  thru^ontl 
^iMand  to  think  that  they  shall  be  fer  ever  kqH  out, 
among  dogs^  and  scHcerera,  and  the  wor^t  of  ainneca  1 
«^~--«Honror  and  anguish  naay  well  take  hold  upon 
them  ;-*-and,  yet|  so  will  all  thine  enemies  penah^ 
O  Lord* 

But  I  would  fain  conclude  with  something  more 
eBCOun^[ing : 

3»  What  a  mercy  is  it,  that  the  door  of  the  aanc« 
tuary  is  stiU  open  ! 

.  This  is  no  other  than  the  house  of  God,  and  to 
many  aouls  hath  proTed  the  gate  of  heaven^  God 
might  have  been  provoked  .by  your  misimprove* 
me&t  of  means  and  mercies,  to  hav^e  broken  up 
bouse ;  to  have  shut  up. your  teachers  into  corners ; 
and  the  things  which  belong  to  your  peace  might 
hav&  been  hid  from  your  eyes  tot  ever.  He  might 
have  broken  down  the  fence  that  bad  been  so  long 
about  our  Zion,  and  permitted  the  wild  beasts  of 
the  forait  to  lay  waste  this  garden  of  the  Lord.  He 
might  have  taken  away  a  slighted  Gospel  from  this 
place,  and  sent  it  to  those  that  would,  perhaps,  be 
as  svirtft  to  heaf,  as  we  are  slow.  And  if  he  kad^ 
what  cbuld  you  have  objected  to  it  ?  Yofir  own 
consciences  mu<st  have  witnessed  to  the  jMtiec  nt 
tt.  And  thto,  what  melattcholy  days  wi^ukL  Sab- 
baths have  been  f  Theni  if  you  ,  had  ecme  to  tlrn 
hottse^  the  dote  would  hslye  been  abnt,  or  the  abo- 
nrinaftion  of  desolation  would  have  been  ataacUaig 
in  the  holy  place.  TA«ii,  if  you  bad  aaked  for 
bread,  tbey  would  have  given  you  aatonac  lAat,  if 
you  inquired  after  Christy  they  wo^ald^liave  poistfid 
you  to  some  graven  inage,  or  jpr^^ended .  saint*— 
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Such  times  there  have  been  ;  and  it  is  not  impamib 
— I  had  almost  said,  it  is  not  improbable-^nt  that 
such  times  there  may  be  again.  Howe ver,  be  thankful 
that  this  is  not  yei  the  case.  Hitherto,  nothing  halb 
prevented  your  constant  attendance,  but  want  of  iiH 
cli nation. — Look  around,  and  see  how  many  are 
continually  cut  down  and  carried  off;  and  the  places 
that  once  knew  them,  and  so  lately  knew  them,  shall 
know  them  no  more !  Think  what  a  mercy  it  is, 
that  you  have  been  let  alone  this  Sabbath  also  I-— 
You  may  not  apprehend  death  to  be  near;  you 
may  not  just  now  feel  any  symptom  of  diaofder; 
and  yet,  before  the  return  of  another  sabbath,  some  of 
your  places  also  may  be  empty !«— Therefore,  while 
the  Bridegroom  tarrieth,  dp  not  give  lileep  to  youf 
eyes,  nor  slumber  to  your  eyelids,  till  you  have  made 
your  calling  and  election  sure.  Let  the  great  work» 
which  hath  been  hitherto  neglected,  be  immediatdy 
set  about :  and  whatever  your  band  fiodeth  to  do^ 
do  it  with  your  might.  Work  out  your  salvation 
with  fear  and  treiAbling ;  and  beg  of  God  to  work 
in  you,  both  to  will  and  to  do.^^You  may  find  it 
difficult  at  first ;  but  there  are  no  difficulties  but 
what  prayer  and  perseverance  will  overcome.*-* 
However,  resolve,  that,  till  your  souls  are  safe,,  no* 
thing  else  shall  be  attended  to.  If  you  let  this  op-; 
portunity  slip,  you  may  never  have  another !  If 
you  leave  it  till  the  Bridegroom  is  juat  ooming,  you 
may  go  to  buy,  but  outy  find  the  shops  air  shut : 
outward  'means  and  inward  motions  may  be^  all 
withdrawn ;  and  all  your  importunity  may  not  i^ 
able  to  procure  you  the  smallest  drop  of  this  pre.* 
eious^   precious  oil**-'*  Seek  the  Lord,  thereforei 
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while  be  may  be  found;  call  upon  him  whilehe  is 
near/'  Then  let  the  cry,  "Behold,  the  Bride- 
groom cometh,''  be  made,  never  so  soon,  or  never 
so  suddenly  ;  at  mid*day,  or  midnight;  you  will  be 
always  ready  to  go  out  to  meet  hjm,  and  shall 
enter  with  him  to  the  marriage,  before  the  door  is 
sbat. 


THE  END. 
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as  materially  facilitating  the  whole  business  of  early  tuition,  and 
as  having  already  received  very  high  character  and  enpAuragemenf* 
'^ A  liberal  AUowance  to  SckooU, 

Also,  by  the  same  Author, 

SYNOPTIC  TABLKS  of  LAI  IN  GRAMMAR,  b  3 

parts ;  presenting,  at  one  view,  the  necessary  Rndimeiits  of  the 

Language ;  price  2s. 

%♦  BtriicuUnriy  ti9efui  to  a/Ue  la  the  wZb  of  pwbUe  §r  private  Sckeri* 

Roenu, 


W.  Flint,  Priater,  Old  Baiky,  iondoa. 
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